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PEEFACE. 


About  the  same  time  that  Richard  Rolle  the  hermit  completed 
the  Pricke  of  Conscience  for  the  use  of  his  unlearned  countrymen  in 
the  North  of  England,  Dan  Michel,  of  I^orthgate,  Kent,  furnished 
the  Southern  folk  with  a  devotional  manual,  bearing  the  quaint  but 
thoroughly  English  title  of  the  Ayenhite  of  Inwyt  (the  again-biting 
of  the  inner  wit),  or  the  Remorse  of  Conscience. 

The  Pricke  of  Conscience  is,  as  its  author  tells  us,  drawn 
out  of  divers  books,  but  the  Ayenhite  of  hvwyt  is  a  literal  trans- 
lation of  a  French  treatise,  entitled  Le  somme  des  Vices  et  de  Vertues, 
and  sometimes,  but  incorrectly,  styled  Li  lihres  roiaux  de  Vices  et  de 
Vertus ;  Le  livre  des  Co7nmandemens  ;  La  somme  le  roi ;  Le  miroir 
du  monde.  It  was  composed  in  the  year  1279  for  use  of  Philip 
the  Second  of  Erance,  by  Frere  Lorens  (or  Laurentius  Gallus,  as  he 
is  designated  in  Latin),  of  the  order  of  Eriars  Preachers. ' 

Two  copies  of  the  French  treatise  are  preserved  in  the  British 
Museum  collection — Cotton  MS.,  Cleopatra,  A  v.,  and  Royal  MS., 
19,  c.  II.,  the  former  of  which  has  been  frequently  consulted  and  found 
useful  in  explaining  some  few  difficulties  in  the  English  text. 

Mr  Stevenson  notices  two  English  prose  versions  much  later  than 
the  one  here  printed. 

The  earlier  copy,  written  in  a  Midland  dialect  about  the  year 
1400,  or  perhaps  a  little  earlier,  is  contained  in  Additional  MS.  17013, 

'  No  intimation  of  this  is  given  in  the  Translator's  preface.  He  speaks  of  the 
work  as  his  own  production.  See  pp.  1,  262.  Mr  Bond,  of  the  British  Museum,  found 
it  to  be  a  translation,  and  pointed  out  to  the  Editor  of  the  Roxburgh  Club  the  MSS. 
containing  the  original  French  version.  (See  Ayenhite  of  Inwyt,  p.  vii-ix,  edited 
by  the  Rev  Jos.  Stevenson,  M.A.,  1855.) 
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and  is  entitled  ])e  hoc  of  inces  and  vertuea.  The  other,  in  the  Bod- 
leian Library,  MS.  283  (formerly  MS.  E.  7.7),  may  be  referred  to 
about  the  year  1440,  or  perhaps  a  little  later,  and  is  entitled  2Vi6 
mlrrour  of  the  tvorhle  that  soint  calleth  vice  and  vertu. 

The  next  prose  version  was  made  by  Caxton,  who  calls  his  work 
Tlie  book  royal,  ov  The  hook  for  a  kywj} 

It  was  probably  suggested  by  Chaucer's  Persones  Tale,  which  is  an 
adaptation  of  some  chapters  of  the  French  treatise,^  to  which  it  is  of 
course  much  superior.  The  poet  has  introduced  much  original  matter, 
as  in  the  chapter  on  Pride,  where  he  speaks  of  "  inordinate  scantiness 
and  superfluity  of  clothing,"  and  his  treatment  of  the  subject  differs 
considerably  from  his  author  :  thus  Chaucer  makes  the  remedlura  in 
each  case  immediately  follow  the  description  of  any  particular  sin. 
Frere  Lorens  treats  the  remedia  separately,  as  so  many  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

In  the  Persones  Tale  there  occurs,  but  once  only,  the  curious 
phrase  "  the  schix^e  (or  the  hyre  or  the  wages)  of  seruauntes,"  in 
which  the  term  schipe  is  explained  by  the  words  hyre  or  wayss 
(probably  an  addition  of  the  scribe's).  Tyrwliitt  and  subsequent 
editors  have  left  the  word  unglossed,  and  its  meaning  was  not  so 
clearly  evident  until  I  had  found  the  follov/ing  corresponding  phrase 
in  the  Ayenhite  of  Inwyt:  "  ]?e  ssepe  of  hare  sergons,"  the  pay  of 
their  servants.^ 

As  I  have  not  succeeded  in  finding  the  word  in  any  English 
writer  of  the  13th  or  14th  centuries,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
Chaucer  was  not  altogether  ignorant  of  Dan  Michel's  version. 

For  some  years  past  a  new  edition  of  the  Ayenhite  of  Inwyt  has 

1  Mr  Stevenson  does  not  appear  to  have  known  of  the  existence  of  any  metrical 
English  versions  of  Frere  Lorens'  work.  They  were  probably  more  abundant  than 
the  prose  translation.  A  copy  in  the  Northern  dialect,  ascribed  to  Hampole,  is 
preserved  in  Cotton  MS.  Tib.  E  vii.  (and  a  later  fragment  among  the  Sion  College 
MSS.),  which  seems  to  have  given  rise  to  several  dialectical  versions,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  Harl.  MS.  435,  MS.  Bodl.  48,  MS.  Langb.  5,  MS.  More  215, 
MS.  Singer.  See  Examination  of  the  ^*  MemarJcs  on  the  Glossary  to  the  Antient 
Metrical  Romance  of  Havelok  the  Dane,"  &c.  (p.  30.) 

2  Tyrwhitt  and  subsequent  editors  have  been  altogether  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
original  of  this  tale. 

3  sscpe  is  Kentish  for  schipe,  for  in  this  dialect  an  e  is  constantly  put  for  a 
Northern  and  Midland  t. 
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been  greatly  needed,  and  both  "Wright  and  Thorpe  have  at  different 
times  proposed  its  republication.  The  Roxburgh  Club  edition  is  both 
scarce  and  high-priced,  and  therefore  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of 
ordinary  students  of  Early  Enghsh.  Moreover,  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  Mr  Stevenson  has  considerably  lessened  the  value  of 
his  edition  of  so  important  a  work  by  suppressing  the  English  author's 
Preface  and  Table  of  Contents,  as  well  as  two  little  treatises  following 
the  larger  work,  which,  being  included  in  the  Contents,  should  have 
been  printed,  or,  at  any  rate,  some  reason  assigned  for  their  omission.  * 

From  the  Manuscript  itself  we  learn  that  the  Ayenbite  of  Inwyt  was 
completed  "ine  J?e  yeare  of  oure  Ihordes  beringe  (birth)  1340,"  "ine 
])e  eue  of  fe  holy  apostles  Synion  an  ludas,"  by  Dan  Michel  of 
^orthgate,  a  brother  of  the  Cloister  of  Saint  Austin  of  Canterbury. 
We  cannot  but  regret  that  no  more  information  is  afforded  us  of  one 
who  so  thoroughly  identified  himself  with  the  country-folk  among 
whom  he  dwelt  as  to  choose  this  homely  "  English  of  Kent,"  in  pre- 
ference to  a  less  provincial  form  of  English,  adopted  by  other  South- 
ern writers,  in  which  he  might  teach,  as  he  himself  says,  old  and 
young,  parents  and  children,  to  eschew  all  manner  of  sin,  and  to 
preserve  a  conscience  void  of  all  impurity. 

Of  all  the  English  works  written  in  the  14th  century,  the  Ayen- 
bite  of  Inwyt  is,  unquestionably,  the  most  important  and  valuable 
that  has  hitherto  been  published ;  and  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Mr  Stevenson  who  first  called  attention  to  its  philological  peculiar- 
ities. 

Much  uncertainty  attaches  itself  to  most  of  our  Early  English 
works  of  this  period  as  to  authorsliip^  datG,  and  dialect — particulars  of 

1  Mr  Stevenson  has  wrongly  translated  his  author's  title.  Ayenbite  of  Inwit 
does  not  mean  Redemption  of  the  Soul.  Dan  Michel  uses  Wi}pbegge  in  the  sense  of  to 
redeem,  and  the  substantive  formed  from  this  is  ivi)>begginge  (Wicliffe  has  Ayenbying)^ 
and  the  correct  term  for  soul  is  zaicel.  Many  of  the  mistakes  in  the  Text  and 
Glossary  to  the  Roxburgh  edition  might  have  been  avoided  by  a  reference  to  the 
French  MSS.  Thus  Mr  Stevenson  prints  tene  (=  tin)  for  teue  (yesterday  evening), 
and  explains  vendonginge  as  manure  instead  of  uendage,  or  sale ;  russoles  he  glosses 
as  reeds,  instead  of  cakes  cooked  in  the  frying-pan.  AVith  a  boldness  not  to  be  com- 
mended, he  occasionally  alters  his  author's  language,  and  in  printing  \}erne  (a 
genuine  0.  E.  form)  for  \)esne,  he  teaches  us  how  rigidly  Editors  of  Early  English 
works  should  adhere  to  their  MSS. 

f  -  '< 
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the  greatest  importance  to  the  philologist  wlio  seeks  to  gain  any 
clear  notions  of  Early  English  Grammar ;  but  with  rare  good  fortune 
the  Ayenhite  of  Inwyt  comes  to  us  as  a  philological  monument,  the 
value  of  which  is  not  diminished  by  any  uncertainty  on  these  points. 
And  as  such  it  must  ever  be  regarded  as  the  standard  of  comparison 
for  the  language  of  the  14th  century,  by  which  a  clearer  knowledge 
of  Early  English  inflexions  may  be  gained  than  has,  hitherto,  been 
possible  by  means  of  the  scanty  materials  within  our  reach. 

As  a  small  contribution  towards  a  more  systematic  investigation 
of  Early  English  Grammar,  the  editor  of  this  volume  has  endeavoured 
to  place  before  the  reader  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  Southern 
dialect,  and  the  points  of  diff'erence  between  it  and  Northern  English. 
He  felt  he  could  not  do  better  than  avail  himself  of  the  present 
opportunity  for  discussing  these  matters,  in  the  hopes  that  others 
may  be  induced  to  devote  some  attention  to  this  subject,  so  that 
the  future  historians  of  our  language  will  have  no  cause  to  endorse 
the  opinion  of  no  mean  authority,  "that  there  is  not  a  general 
agreement  of  scholars  on  many  cardinal  points  of  English  inflection, 
and  indeed  that  no  thorough  systematic  and  comprehensive  attempt 
at  the  investigation  of  these  questions  has  yet  been  made." 

EICHAED  MORRIS. 
Tottenham,  Dec,  1866. 


I.   DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  MANUSCRIPT. 


The  Arundel  MS.  57,  containing  the  Ayenhite  of  Inwyty  is  a 
folio  copy,  written  on  vellum,  and  is  the  autograph  of  the  author. 

The  printed  catalogue  thus  descrihes  the  other  contents  of  the 
volume  : — 

1.  "Versus  Gylde  de  prophetia  Aquile,"  fol.  4.  b.  Incip,  ToUe 
caput  Martis  his. 

2.  Ejusdem  "  Versus  Northmannie,"  fol.  4.  b.  Incip.  Anglla 
transmittet  leopardum  lilia  Galli. 

3.  "  Expositio  versuum  Gyldae  de  prophetia  Aquilse  et  Heremitse," 
fol.  5.     Incip.   Continetur  inter  dicta  heremite  satis. 

4.  Thomas  de  Erseldoune's  prophecy  of  King  Edward  II.,  fol. 
8.  b. 

Thomas  de  Erseldoune  escot  &  dysur  dit  au  Rey  Alisandre  le 
paroles  de  suthdites  du  Rey  Edward  ke  ore  est  kaunt  yl  fust  auestre 
To  ny3t  is  boren  a  barn  in  Kaerneruam  Jjat  ssal  wolden  J?e  out  ydlis  ylc 
an  ]je  kyng  Alesandre  acsede  hwan  ssal  fat  be.  fe  menstral  3ede  hwan 
banockes  bourne  is  y-det  myd  mawnis  bonis,  hwan  hares  kendlejj  in 
hertj)  stanes  hwan  laddes  wendde])^  leuedes  hwan  me  ledej)  men  to 
selle  wytj)  rapis  hwan  Rokys  bur])  is  no  burjj  hwan  men  gyven  an 
foln  of  tuenti  pouwd  for  an  seme  of  hwete.  E.  ssel.  uordo.  P.  for^. 
vi3t  and  strengjje  of  al  Mi^t.     Er  Isl.  fri  croked  xl.  alle  bi  hoked. 

Ssel  diuerse  an"  daunce  fet  neuir  wes  .y.  mad.  ine  fronce. 

5.  Les  prophecies  de  Merlyn,  fol.  8.  b. 

6.  Prologus  in  Evangelium  S.  Matthsei,  fol.  97. 

7.  Evangelium  S.  Matthsei  cum  expositione  perampla,  fol.  98> 

^  tvedde\}  ? 
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II.  SPECIMEX  OF  THE  FREXCH  TEXT, 

FROM  COTTON  MS.  CLEOPATRA  A  V,  FOL.  177  15.' 

|n  list  en  la  uie  des  peres  que  .i.  saint  homme  conta  co7^iment 
il  estoit  cleuenu  moine  e  disoit  qiiil  auoit  este  fi^  dun  paien 
qui  estoit  prestre  as  y doles  .  e  quant  il  estoit  enfes  \Tie  £013  entra  on 
temple  auoec  son  pere  repostement.  Iloec  uit  .i.  grant  diable  qui 
sasist  sor  .i.  faudestuel  e  toute  sa  maisnee  enuiron  lui.  Iloec  uint  .i. 
des  princes  e  laoura.  Lors  li  demanda  cil  qui  seoit  ou  throne  dont  il 
uenoit  .  e  il  respondi  quil  uenoit  dune  terre  ou  il  auoit  esmeu  e  por- 
chace  mout  de  guerres  e  mout  de  troubles  si  que  mout  de  gen3  i 
estoient  mort  .  e  mout  de  sane  i  estoit  espandu3.  Le  mestre  demanda 
en  co?nbie7i  de  tens  il  auoit  ce  fet :  e  il  respondi  en  .xxx.  iors.  Cil 
li  dist  en  tant  de  tens  as  si  poi  fet  .  lors  co??^manda  quil  fust  batu3  e 
mal  menez  ^  apres  celui  uint  .i.  autre  q?/i  ensuit  laoura  com  le 
premier.  Le  mestre  li  demanda  dont  il  uenoit :  Cil  respondi  quil 
uenoit  de  la  mer  ou  il  auoit  fet  mout  de  tempestes  mout  de  niefs 
brisees  .  e  mout  de  gen^  nee^.  ^  Le  mestre  demanda  en  co??2bien  de 
tens.  II  respondi  en  .xx.  iours.  Cil  dist  en  tant  de  tens  as  si  poi 
fet.  ^  Apres  uint  le  tier^  qui  respondi  qil  uenoit  dune  cite  ou  il 
auoit  cues  noces  .  e  iloec  auoit  esmeu  e  pourchace  tencoTis  e  mellees 
si  qice  mout  de  gent  i  estoient  mort  .  e  enseur  quetout  il  auoit  occis 
le  mari.  Le  mestre  li  demanda  combien  de  tens  il  auoit  mis  a  ce  fere. 
II  respondi  que  .x.  iors.  Lors  commanda  quil  feust  bien  batu  por  ce 
qil  auoit  tant  demore  a  ce  fere  san3  plus.  ^  Audarrein  uint  .i.  autre 
deuant  le  prince  e  laoura  .  e  cil  li  demanda  dont  uiens  tu.  II  re- 
spo?^di  quil  uenoit  del  hermitage  ou  il  auoit  este  .xl.  an3  pour  tempter 
.i.  moine  de  fornicacion  cest  pecche  de  luxure  .  e  tant  ai  fait  que  cele 
nuit  lai  uaincu  .  e  tresbuche  en  eel  pecchie.  ^  Lors  sailli  sus  le 
mestre  e  le  baisa  e  acola  e  li  mist  la  corone  en  la  teste .  e  le  fist  seoir 
iouste  lui .  e  li  dist  que  grant  chose  auoit  fet  e  grant  proesce.  ^  Ore 
disoit  le  preudomme  que  quant  il  out  ce  oi :  e  ce  ueu  il  pensa  que 
grant  chose  estoit  de  moine  e  par  cele  acheson  estoit  il  deuenu 
moine. 

^  For  translation  see  pp.  238 — 240  of  the  present  work. 


COREECTIOXS. 

Introduction,  pageiii,  1.  25;  for  jprovinciaUstics  Yead provincialisms 
Page  viii,  foot  note  2,  1.  4  ;  for  occur  read  occws 

—  xxviii,  foot  note ;  for  a7id  read  to 

—  xxxviii,  1.  5  ;  for  ute  ]pe  read  ute  we 

Page  128,  1.  21  ;  for  in  prisone  read  ine  prisone 

—  140,  side  notes,  1.  31  ;  for  ass  is  to  its,  ^c,  read  assassin  to 
his,  t^c. 

Page  159,  foot  note ;  for  answer ie^  read  ansueriep 

—  184,  1.  12  ;  for  welij-holpe  read  wel  y-liolpe 

—  187,  1.  24;  \di\aymont.  The  MS.  may  be  right.  Palsgrave 
has  aymant. 

Page  194,  1.  19  ;  for  hebbelp  read  habbep 

—  223,  1.  21 ;  for  harten  read  Jierten 

—  231,  1.  11 ;  for  wy-oute  read  wy\Jp\-oute 

—  244,  1.  11  ;  for  zayte  read  zay\n\te 

—  246,  1.  3  ;  for  yuelded  (so  in  MS.)  read  yuelde 

—  246,  1.  7  ;  for  na^  read  7irt3[f] 

—  253,  1.  25  ;  for  zayte  read  zay[n]te 

—  262,  1.  13  ;  for  imoyttte  read  inwytte 

—  265,  1.  8  from  bottom  ;  for  ryuoJUche  read  ry[:^t'\uoUic7te 

—  269,  1.  9  from  bottom  ;  for  bro])en  read  brofren 

—  270,  1.  4 ;  for  uelepi  read  ide^en 

—  251,  1.  2  from  bottom  ;  'huer  fet  is  spek  of  fe  \Yyttes"  &c. ; 
is  spelc  at  first  sight  looks  like  either  an  error  for  ich  speJc  =  I  spake, 
or  is  y-speke  z=.  is  spoken.  The  is,  ho'vever,  I  believe  to  be  an  old 
and  genuine  form,  corresponding  to  the  modern  provincial  es,  I. 

Margery.  Wull  ye  eat  a  couust  o'  brid  and  chezee,  cozen 
Andra "? 

Andrew.  Ko,  es  thankee,  cozen  Margery ;  vor  es  eat  a  crub  as  es 
come  along  ;  bezides  es  went  to  dinner  jest  avore. — Well,  bet,  cozen 
Margery,  whot  onser  dest  gi'  ma  to  tha  quesson  es  put  vore  now-reert. 

{A7i  Exmoor  Courtship.) 


GRAMMATICAL  IXTEODUCTIOX. 

SOME      CHARACTERISTICS      OF      THE      SOUTHERN     DIALECT     DURING     THE 
EARLY   ENGLISH    PERIOD  (1250  TO  1340). 

In  considering  the  characteristics  of  the  Southern  dialect,  we 
shall  not  compare  it  with  the  Midland,  which  presents  us  with  no 
one  typical  form,  but  with  the  ISTorthern  or  I^^orthumbrian,  the  gram- 
matical forms  and  inflexions  of  which  are  more  uniform  and  constant. 
This  appears  to  be  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  a  clear  conception 
of  the  great  and  distinctive  features  of  these  two  extensive  forms  of 
our  ancient  speech,  and  it  is,  perhaps,  the  best  means  we  could  adopt 
to  enable  us  to  draw,  as  closely  as  possible,  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  dialects  formerly  spoken  in  the  North  and  South  of  this 
country. 

We  shall  discuss  these  peculiarities  of  dialect  under  the  following 
heads  : — 

I.   Orthographical  Difterences. 
II.  Grammatical  „ 

III.  Lexicographical  „ 

I.  Orthographical  Differences. 
A.  Consonants. 
1.  Cli  for  K.  The  Southern  dialect  prefers  the  soft  sound  ch  to 
that  of  k.  ^    The  following  examples  may  be  added  to  those  contained 
in  Preface  to  Hampole. 


Southern. 

Northern, 

Southern. 

Northern. 

chele 

kele  (cold) 

smech 

smek  (smoke) 

crouch 

crok  (cross)  2 

smach 

smak  (taste) 

chef 

caf  (chaff) 

zech 

sek  (sack)  ^ 

cherl 

carl  (churl) 

^  "We  find  in  the  Sn  dialect  durchede  for  derknesse,  darkness. 

'  Exists  in  English  crooJc,  crutch.  ^  Cp.  sack  and  satch-el. 


11  GUAMMATICAL    INTRODUCTION. 

In  tlio  twelfth  century  wo  find  wlach  =  wlak  =  ////i6'(-wann)  ; 
hach  =  hecky  stream  ;  folcJi,  folk,  people. 

In  Wiltshire  and  Devonshire  we  may  hear  tlie  following  remnants 
of  this  pronunciation  : — 
blatch  =  black      pritch,  prutch  =  prick      putch  {^=  pitch)  =  pick 

The   pronominal   and   adjectival    forms  eachy   suchy  and  which, 
were  represented  thus  in  the  two  dialects  : — 


Southern.  Northern, 

ech 


uch ) 


Southern.  Northern. 


swuch  \ 

zuych  >  swilk 

such     / 

whuch  whilk 

The  Semi-Saxon  forms  in  the  Soutliern  dialect  were 
elch         swelch         and  welch 

The  Midland  forms  are  mostly  like  the  Southern  with  respect  to 
the  substitution  of  ch  for  k,  but  a  preference  is  given  to  the  i  sound, 
e.  g.  ych,  swich  (sich),  wich. 

Adjectives  in  the  Southern  dialect  ended  in  -Uch  (sing.),  and 
-liche  (pi.),  and  Adverbs  in  -llche  ;  but  in  the  i^orthumbrian,  when 
the  final  -e  had  no  grammatical  functions,  the  distinction  between 
Adjectives  and  Adverbs  could  not  well  be  kept  up,  so  that  the 
terminations  -Uch  and  -Uche  were  represented  by  -Uc  (-Uk,  Uke), 
and  -hj.^  We  have  a  trace  of  the  double  adverbial  form  -Uke  and 
'ly  in  the  Ormulum. 

2.  F  for  F.  The  use  of  v  for  /,  as  mnger  for  finger,  visch  for 
fi^ch,  &c.,  is  another  well-known  peculiarity  of  the  old  Southern 
dialect,  which  has,  however,  gradually  become  disused  in  the  Eastern 
division  of  the  Southern  counties  (in  Kent  and  Sussex).  In  the 
xivth,  and  up  to  the  middle  of  the  xviith  century,  this  usage  was 
well  marked.  2 

We  never  find  the  v  for  /  in  any  ^NTorthumbrian  production. 

4.  Z  for  >S'.  The  Ayenbite  is  the  only  work  of  the  xivth  century 
that  contains  examples  of  the  use  of  z  for  s,  as  zinge  for  singe,  zour 

'  -ly  is  of  course  a  later  form. 

2  In  cue  or  two  instances,  as  vetch  =  fetch,  vat  =  fat,  we  haA'e  retained  the 
Southern  and  provincial  form. 
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for  sour,  &c.  But  while  this  pronunciation  is  well  marked  in 
modern  Southern  dialect,  as  spoken  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
counties,  we  find  no  trace  of  it  in  the  chronicle  of  Robert  of  Gloucester. 
The  modern  Kentish  vernacular  has  dropped  tliis  peculiarity, 
though  it  seems  to  have  been  common  enough  in  Kent  as  late  as  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

4.  In  the  present  dialect  of  the  South  of  England  (as  spoken  in 
Wiltshire,  Devonshire,  and  Somersetshire)  we  find 


birsh 

rz:  brush 

hirch        =  rich 

dird 

=r  dread  ^ 

him          =z  run 

dirsh 

=  thrush 

hirsh        =  rush 

gurt 

r=  great 

We  have  several  good  instances  of  this  metathesis  in  the  literature 

of  the  xiiith  and  xivth  centuries. 

Southern. 

Northern. 

Southern.                      Northern. 

berne  (berne) 

=r  brenne(burn) 

curlle                    =.  crulle  (curl) 

barnde 

=  brende(burnt) 

fersch  (versshe)  =:  fresch  (fresh) 

berste 

=  breste  (burst) 

forst                     =  frost 

barst 

zrz  brast    (burst. 

gers                      ^  gres  (grass) 

pret.) 

thirlle                   ==  thrille(pierce) 

burde  (birde) 

=:  bride      (lady. 

therste                 =  threste(thirst) 

woman) 

yrne                      =r  riime  (run) 

curd 

=  crud  (curd) 

orn  (am)              =  ran 

5.  PS  for  SP  Haps  =  hasp,  waps  =  wasp,  are  wxll-known 
modern  Southern  provincialistics,  but  with  the  exception  of  crips  for 
crisj)  (in  Wright's  Fragments  of  Popular  Science)  I  know  of  no 
ancient  examples. 

6.  G  for  Y.  The  Southern  dialects  in  some  few  instances 
retained  a  g,  which  in  the  Northern  became  softened  into  ?/,  as  in 
the  modern  English  huij  and  sai/. 

Southern.  Northern.  Southern.  Northern. 

hegge  hye  segge  saye 

7.  B  for  V.  The  Southern  forms  libhe,  habbe,  and  hebbcy  were 
represented  by  the  Northern  live,  have,  and  here  (heave). 


'  Cf.  brt'd  =  bird,  still  in  use  in  the  North  of  England. 

b2 
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B.     Vowels. 

1.   0  for  ^.     I    have   previously  poiuted   out  iu  the  preface   to 
Ilampole  the  substitution  of  6  in  the  place  of  a  in  words  of  Anglo- 


Saxon  origin. 

Southern. 

Northern. 

Southern. 

Northern. 

bon 

ban 

lore 

lare 

bor 

bar  (bare) 

&C. 

&c. 

horn 

ham 

hond 

z=i  hand 

lond 

^x  laud 

mon 

=  man 

stonde 

=  stand 

But  we  also  find  the  following  forms  in  the  Southern  literature  of 
the  xivth  century,  which  are  never  met  with  in  any  pure  Northum- 
brian production  : — 

con  r=  can  honge       =i  hang 

lome        =  lame 
plont        =  plant 
schome    =  shame 
stronde     =  strand 

In  Wiltshire,  Gloucestershire,  and  Somersetshire  we  still  find 
examples  of  this  pronunciation  in  hond  (hand),  lond  (land),  dork 
(dark),  lorh  (lark),  ojyple  (apple). 

The  Ayenbite  contains  fewer  examples  of  this  than  most  speci- 
mens of  the  Southern  dialect,  and  in  some  few  instances  a  preference 
is  given  to  the  a  sound,  as 

hlmoG  (blow)  knawe  (know)  mawe  (mow) 

zange  (song)  zawe  (sow) 

This  preference  of  o  to  «,  which  is  also  found  in  some  of  the 
Midland  dialects,  evidently  explains  the  following  curious  forms : 


Midland, 
fro 
flo 


Northumbrian, 
fra  (from) 
fla  (flay) 
gave 
and  (anger) 


Midland. 

slo  = 

thore  = 

wore  = 

30  = 


Northumbrian, 
sla  (slay) 
thare  (there) 
"ware  (were) 
ya  (yea) 


gove      = 
ond       = 

^  for  A.     In  some  few  words  we  have  e  in  the  Southern  dialect 
where  the  ISTorthern  prefers  a. 


Southern.  Northern. 

a3en  agan  (gan,  gain)  = 

against 


Southern, 
here 
reven 


Northern, 
hare  =  hair 
raven 
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Southern. 

Northern. 

Southern. 

Northern. 

bern 

barn  =  bairn, 

sle 

sla  =  slay 

(child,  son) 

stre 

stra  ==  straw 

cle 

claw  (clar) 

wepen 

wapen  =  weapon 

em 

arn  =  eagle 

3^ 

yha  ::=  yea 

fle» 

fla    =  flay 

The  following  forms  seem  to  come  under  this  head  : 

Southern. 

Northern. 

Southern. 

Northern. 

blein 

blain 

grein 

grain 

clei 

clai  =  (clay) 

greithe 

graithe  =  (prepare) 

dei^ 

dai  =  (day) 

hei 

liai  =  (hay) 

ei3t 

aght  =  (eight) 

kei 

kai  =  (key) 

eye  (eie)      agh  =  (awe) 
With  these  we  may  compare  the  Midland  forms  of  the  iN'orth- 

umbrian  personal  pronouns : 

Midland  thei,  theirs  thehn,  for 

Northern         thai  (tha)^         tliair  (tliar),  thaim  (thain) 

The  Southern  preterites  of  one  class  of  strong  verbs  often  take  an 

e  when  the  [N'orthumbrian  has  a. 


Southern. 

Northern. 

Southern. 

Northern. 

ber 

bar  =  bore 

spek 

spak  =  spoke 

brek 

brak  =  broke 

swer 

swar  ==  swore 

gef 

gaf  =  gave 

In  the  modern  dialect  of  Sussex  we  find  flerj  =  flag ;  heng  = 
hang ;  mersh  =  marsh ;  reg  =  rag.  In  Devonshire,  kejJ  =  cap  ; 
kerping  =  carping. 

The  Old  Frisian  language  presents  us  with  similar  forms,  as, 
stef  =  staff" ;  bend  =  band ;  icete?'  =  water. 

Not  only  has  the  Ayenbite  preserved  similar  forms  in  which  a  is 
replaced  by  e,  but  it  presents  us  with  a  far  larger  number  than  any 
other  Southern  composition. 


bend       =  band 
berk       =  bark 
bleddre  =  bladder 
blest       =  blast 


leste  =  last 

mentle  =  mantle 

mere  =  mare 

merss  =  marsh 


^  Jle,  sle,  may  stand  iox  flea  and  slea. 

*  In  Dorsetshire  day  and  whey  are  pronounced  de^  ivhe^  &c. 
Dorset  Grammar  in  Philolog.  Soc.  Proceed.,  1864,  p.  12. 


See   Outlines  of 
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bren 

=  bran 

ssel 

=  shall 

bres 

z=L  brass 

ssede 

=  shade 

chef 

=  chaff 

ssepe 

=  shape 

clepper 

=  clapper 

strepe 

=.  stripe 

creft 

=:  craft 

stef 

=  staff 

ele 

=  awl 

threl 

=  thrall 

eppel 

=  apple 

treppe 

=  trap 

esshe 

=  ash 

yet 

=  vat 

gled 

=  glad 

weter 

r=  water 

liedde 

=  had 

zed 

=  sad 

keste 

n=  kast  {inf.) 

zeterda}) 

'=:  Saturday 

leddre 

=z  ladder 

Aw  for  Ai 

(A.S.  ag.)  : 

Southern. 

Northern. 

Southern. 

Northern. 

fawe 

fain 

y-flawe 

flain  (flayed) 

hawel 

hail 

y-slawe 

slain 

Z7for  /.  In  the  works  of  the  Southern  writers  of  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  centuries  we  find  the  words  fist,  hill,  thin,  sin,  &c., 
written /w5^,  hul,  thun,  thunne,  sun,  &c. 

Our  modern  pronunciation  coincides  generally  with  the  Northern 
dialects,  in  which  this  substitution  of  u  for  i  was  unknown. 

In  Wiltshire  we  may  still  hear  hlunJc  (=  blink),  spark;  frum 
{N.frim),  fresh;  hud,  hide;  huz,  his;  lu}^,  lip:  ^w^cy^er,  pitcher ; 
vur,  fire ;  whuch,  which. 

In  the  Old  Kentish  of  the  Ayenbite  an  e  takes  the  place  of  the 
Southern  ii  and  the  Northern  i. 

Northern. 

hil 

kinde 
kisse 
minde 
pit 

rig  (back) 
fire 
&c. 


Southern. 

(a)  Western. 

(b)  Eastern. 

hul 

hel 

kunde 

kende 

kusse 

kesse 

munde 

mende 

put 

pet 

rug 

reg 

vur 

vera 

&c. 

&c. 
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In  the  following  list  of  words  taken  from  the  Ayenbite,  the  e 
represents  u  or  L 


bele 

=  boil  (bile) 

melk 

=  milk 

bestle 

=  bustle 

mende 

=  mind 

besy 

—  busy 

pet,pette=  pit 

bredale 

=.  bridale 

prede 

=r  pride 

bredgrome  ^bridegroom 

reg 

=  rig  ==  ridge 

breiige 

==  bring 

back 

gelt 

=:  guilt 

skele 

=  skiU 

hel 

=  hill 

steck 

=  stick 

kechene 

=  kitchen 

stef 

=  stiff 

ken 

■=.  kin 

stenge 

=  sting 

ken 

=  kine 

selk 

=  silk 

kende 

=:  kind 

strepe 

=  strip 

kesse 

=  kiss 

velthe 

=:  filth 

keth 

=  kith  = 

cuth   or 

vere 

=:  fire 

couth 

in   un- 

zelf 

=  self 

couth. 

zenge 

=  singe 

kete 

=z  kite 

zenke 

=  sink 

leme 

=  limb 

zenne 

=  sin 

melle 

=  mill 

We  find  in  0. Frisian  hrenga,  to  bring,  steJc,  stick,  together  with 
the  double  forms  hlenda  and  blinda,  helpa  and  hilpa. 

In  the  modern  Kentish  and  Sussex  dialects  we  meet  with  hnet  = 
knit ;  meece  =  mice ;  melk  ==  milk  ;  pet  =  pit ;  lohelst  =  whilst. 
This  use  of  e  for  ^  still  prevails  in  some  of  the  Southern  counties. 

In  Wiltshire  we  find  peg  =  pig  ;  steel  =  stile  ;  ste7ik  =  stink,  and 
the  published  specimens  of  the  Exmoor  dialect  contain  the  following 
examples : 


bed 

=  bid 

ded 

=z  did 

desk 

=:  dusk 

drenk 

=:  drink 

meend 

=  mind 

mence 

=  mince 

peg 

=  pig 

prent 

=  print 

preck 

=  prick 

rep 

=  rip 

theng 

=  thing 

trem 

==  trim 

veest 

=  fist 

zed 

=  sad 

zeck 

=  sick 

Ylll  GRAMMATICAL   INTRODUCTION'. 

In  some  few  instances  we  have  retained  the  Southern  orthography 
with  tlie  Northern  pronunciation:  buiftj  =  ihQ  Northern  h(/sy,  just 
as  dizzi/  =  the  Southern  dusi. 

Build,  f/udty  &c.,  in  Soutliern  orthograjihy  were  written  hidde, 
gidt,  and  in  the  Northern,  bi/ldfij  rjylt,  &c.  In  stint  and  stunt  Loth 
dialectal  forms  have  been  preserved. 

The  0  in  hoj)  and  slope  seem  to  have  arisen  out  of  a  w  sound,  since 
the  older  Southern  forms  were  liiqipe  and  slupjw,  corresponding  to 
the  Northern  hippe  and  slipj^e. 

5.  Eo  for  E.  The  Editor  of  the  Ormulum,  in  pointing  out  some  of 
the  dialectical  peculiarities  of  his  author,  notices  the  use  of  the  simple 
vowel  e  for  the  compound  eo.  In  no  specimen  of  the  Northumhrian 
dialect  do  we  ever  find  the  employment  of  the  compound  vowel. 
Thus  the  Southern  forms  hreoste  (breast) ;  cheose  (choose) ;  creope 
(creep)  ;  deop  (deep) ;  lease  (lose)  ;  neose  (nose)  ;  teon  (anger) ; 
weoved  (altar),  &c.,  are  in  Northern  orthography  hreste,  cliese^  crepe, 
dep,  lese,  nese,  tene,  weved,  &c. 

Occasionally  in  the  Southern  dialect  the  eo  is  written  ?/,  as  dupe 
for  deope,  durk  for  deork,  midk  for  meolk  ;  duere  for  deore  (dear).  * 
Cp.  Vul  for  feol,  fell,  and  huld  for  heold,  held. 

In  the  printed  examples  of  the  Herefordshire  dialect  lie  often 
takes  the  place  of  eo,  as  hue  (they),  for  lieo  ;  liner e  (their)  for  lieore  ; 
huem  (them)  for  heom  ;  huen  (to  be)  for  heon  ;  huere  (bear)  for  heore  ; 
duere  (dear)  for  deore  ;  liuerte  (heart)  for  heorte,  &c.^ 

In  Kemble's  paper  on  the  North  Anglian  dialect,  we  are  told  that 
the  West  Saxon  eo  was  rej^resented  in  Kentish  IManuscripts  by  in,  to, 
ia,  and  ie. 

"We  find  some  traces  of  this  in  the  Kentish  specimens  of  the  xivth 
century,  for  in  the  Ayenbite  ie  or  ye  is  constantly  employed  for  eo.^ 

*  This  may  account  for  the  modern  pronunciation  of  lese  (lose)  and  chese  (choose) 
=  the  Sn  leose  and  cheose, 

2  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  found  both  forms  in  Trevisa's  translation  of 
Higden's  Polychronicon  (Cotton  MS.  Tiberius  D.  vii.  written  in  the  Sn  dialect, 
probably  of  Gloucestershire),  e.  g.,  heo  and  hue,  she;  \)eos  or  )pues,  this,  these;  tie 
perhaps  occur  more  frequently  than  eo,  as  thiief,  thief;  wuesch,  for  weosch,  washed. 

3  The  modern  Kentish  dialect  has  bly  (used  by  Shoreham)  for  ble  (A.S.  bleo), 
colour,  likeness.  In  the  Ayenbite  and  Shoreham's  poems  we  find  by  for  beo,  be  ;  vry 
iorfreo,  free ;  gly  for  gleo,  glee  ;  zy  for  seo,  see  ;  gryhond  for  greyhound,  &c. 
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Kentish. 

bryest 

chiese 

chyese 

chyew 

cryepe 

diepe 

dyepe 

diere 

dyere 

lierny  ) 

lyerny  ) 

liese   ) 

lyese  ) 


Ordinary  Southern  form, 
breost  (breast) 

cheose  (choose), 

creope  (creep) 
deope  (deep) 

deore  (dear) 

leorne  (learn) 

leose  (lose) 


Kentish 
lieve 
lyeve 
iiiede  \ 
nyede  j 
thiester  ^ 
thyester ) 
tiene 
tyene 
wieued  '\ 
wyeued  j 
wied 
vyend 
vryend 


Ordinary  Southern  form, 
leove  (lief,  dear) 

neode  (need) 

theoster  (darkness) 

teone  (anger) 

weoued  (altar) 

weod  (weed) 
feond  (fiend) 
freond  (friend) 


Many  preterites  in  eo  take  ie,  as  Meld,  liild,  held,  liielp,  hiljj,  helped. 

6.  In  the  South-west  of  England  at  the  present  day  such  words 
as  cart,  card,  and  garden,  are  jDronounced  as  lnjart,  kyard,  gyarden. 
Here  the  ya  represents  the  original  West  Saxon  ed,  which  in  modern 
English  is  represented  by  a.  In  Somersetshire  calf,  grape^  leapy 
leave^  are  pronounced  Iceave,  greap,  lea}^,  leave.  In  the  Eastern 
division,  as  in  Kent  and  Sussex,  we  may  hear  beam,  deaiv,  gdid  (geat), 
keaf,  tdust,  for  beam,  dew,  gate,  calf,  taste.  (See  Outlines  of  Dorset 
Grammar  in  Philolog.  Soc.  Proceedings,  1864,  pp.  12,  13,  14.) 

We  have  no  trace  of  this  in  Robert  of  Gloucester,  Lives  of  the 
Saints,  &c.,  but  in  the  works  of  Shoreham  and  Dan  Michel,  we  find 
abundant  evidence  (as  the  following  examples  will  show)  that  the  old 
Kentish  folk  of  the  fourteenth  century  retained  the  ancient  West 
Saxon  pronunciation,  for  ea  is  written  yea,  ya. 
byeam 
byam 
bryead  \ 
bryad  ) 
cheak 
cleape 
chyeaste  \ 
chieaste  j 
cheap 


=  beam 

dyad    | 
dyead  j 

■=z  dead 

=  bread 

dyeath 
dyeaf 

:rr  death 
=  deaf 

=  cheek 

=  clepe  (call) 

dyeau  | 
dyau    j 

=  dew 

=r  strife  cheaste 

hyealde  | 
healde    ; 

=  hold 

=  cheep 

heaued 

=  head 
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hyeap  \ 
hyap    ) 

=  he  a]) 

heaw 

=  hue 

lyeaf 

z=z  leaf 

Iheape 

=  leap 

leawde 

=  lewd 

reave 

=  rob 

Bchreaw 

=  shrew 

sealt 

=  salt 

sealve 

=  salve 

sleawth 

=  sloth 

epeark 

=  spark 

sseaw 

=.  show 

theaw 

=  virtue 

threape 

:=  dispute 

tyear 

:=  tear 

vealde 
vyealde . 

=  fold 

The  Kentish  preterites  hea'^  (bent) ;  cheas  (chose)  ;  leas  (lost) ; 
hat  (hoived) ;  stea^^  (ascended)  ;  zeald  (sold);  teald  (told),  correspond 
to  the  ordinary  Southern  he^^,  ches,  les,  let,  ste^,  teld  (told). 

Sometimes  the  initial  ea  is  represented  by  ?/,  as  yald,  old  ;  yarm, 
arm  ;  yarn,  ran ;  year,  ear  ;  yeast,  east ;  yerne,  run  ;  yerthe,  earth  3 
yestre,  easter. 

"With  these  we  may  compare  the  modern  Southern  provincialisms 
yarm  •=.  arm  ;  yarth  =  earth  ;  yeat  =.  eat ;  yeast  =  east,  &c. 

7.  The  only  old  Kentish  forms  corresponding  to  the  modern  buoy 
(boy),  cwoat  (coat),  &c.,  are 


buon 

guode 

guo 


=  bone 
=.  good 


guos   =:  goose 
ZU0I3  =  (the  Dorset  zuU)  = 
plough 
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NOUNS. PLURALS    IN    EN.^ 


The  Ormulum,  wliich.  is  of  Midland  origin  and  abounds  in  North- 
ern forms,  contains  scarcely  any  plural  nouns  terminating  in  the 
syllable  en,  while  the  Ancren  Rewle,  St  Marherete  and  La3amon*s 
*'Brut,"  written  in  the  Southern  dialect,  abound  in  them. 

In  the  longest  and  best  specimens  of  the  Northumbrian  dialect 
of  the  early  English  period,  I  have  not  succeeded  in  finding  more 
than  three  or  four  plural  nouns  in  en,  as  eghen  (eyes),  oxeiif  and 
scJion  (shoes).  But  in  Southern  works  of  the  same  period  they  are 
almost  as  plentiful  as  in  the  earlier  (Semi-Saxon)  stage  of  the 
language.^ 

The  following  list  of  Southern  plurals  in  en  might  no  doubt  be 
augmented,  as  they  contain  such  forms  only  as  have  come  under  my 
own  observation ;  they  all,  however,  serve  to  corroborate  the  statement 
made  as  to  the  frequent  use  of  this  inflexion. 


addren 

adders 

aldren 

elders 

applen 

apples 

arwen 

arrows 

assen 

asses 

axen 

ashes 

ayren 
eyren 

1     eggs 

*  beden 


petitions 


been 

bees 

*  bellen 

bells 

bemen 

trumpets 

*  benen 

prayers,  boons 

bischopen 

bishops 

*  blissen 

blisses 

blomen 

blooms  (flower) 

blosmen 

blossoms 

boUen 

bowls 

*  boucferen 

heretics 

^  The  modern  dialect  of  the  South-western  counties  still  exhibits  a  fondness  for 
this  termination,  as  housen,  peasen,  neighbourhooden, 

'  All  words  marked  thus  (*)  occur  in  the  Ayenbite  (1340) ;  those  marked  with 
a  dagger  occur  in  Shoreham. 
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bronden 

brands 

*  brotliren 
brethren 

1 

brothers  * 

browen 

brows 

bru<'(:fen 

bridges 

*  Lryesten 
breosten 

1 

breasts 

calveren 

calves 

*  carten 

carts 

*  cellen 

cells 

cerclen 

circles 

chambren 

chambers 

cheoken 

cheeks 

cheo3en 

daws  (choughs) 

*  cherchen 
churchen 

! 

churches 

*  children 

children 

*  clauen 
cleen 

! 

claws 

clouden 

clouds 

cneon 

knees 

colveren 

doves 

condlen 

candles 

corden 

cords 

crabben 

crabs 

*  crouch  en 

crosses 

crowen 

crows 

dawen 

days 

deden 

deeds 

deovelen 

\ 

develen 

devils 

*  dyeuelen 

, 

*  diaknen 

deacons 

doggen 

*  do3tren 
dou3tren 
doren 

*  dropen 
droppen 

*  earen 
eren 

*  yearen 

*  eddren 

*  elmessen 
elven 
emeten 
eveten 
eyren 

*  e3en       ■ 
eyen 


dogs 


daughters 


doors 
drops 

ears 

adders 

alms 

elves 

ants 

newts 

egcs 


eyes 


ferden 
t  verden 

i 

troops,  armies 

fasten 
festen 

! 

fasts 

flon 

arrows 

fon 

! 

foes 

*  von 

gomen 

men 

gloven 

gloves 

*  halewen 
hal^en 

! 

hallows,  saints 

hattren 

clothes,      gar- 
ments 

hawen 

haws 

1  brethern  and  childern  occur  in  Early  Eng.  writers. 
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*  lieaveden 
heveden 
helen 

*  hennen 
heren 

*  hesten 

*  honden 
hounden 
hounten 
huden 
liunten 
hurten 
heorten 

*  lierten 
hynen 


t  joyen 


*  kempen 

*  ken 
kine 
keyen 
knotten 
kressen 

*  lambren 
lampen 

*  lompen 
longon 

*  lenden 
lesen 

*  lippen 
t  loken 


heads 

tents 

hens 

shirts  of  horse- 
hair 

hests,       com- 
mands 

hands 

hounds 

hunters 

hides 

hunters 

hearts 

servants 
joys 
warriors 
cows 

keys 

knots 
cresses 

lambs 

lamps 

lungs 

loins 

meadows 

lips 

locks 


lomen 

meden 

*  messen 
misdeden 

*  modren 
monen 
muylen 
mylen 

neddren 

*  nettlen 

*  nykeren 

*  nykken 
nonnen 
noten 

peren 

*  pesen 

*  pinen 
precken 

rabben 

*  reven 
roden 

*  roten 
rothern ' 
rutheren 

saulen 

*  zaulen 
scheon 
schrewen 
schiren 


looms 

rewards  (meeds) 

masses 

misdeeds 

mothers 

moons 

mules 

miles 

adders 

nettles 

syrens 

necks 

nuns 

nuts 

pears 
pease 
pains 
stings 

turnips 

sheriffs,  reeves 
roods  (crosses) 
roots 

rothers,  oxen 


souls 

shoes 

shrews 

shires 


'  In  Cott.  MS.  Tib.  D.  vii.  rotheron,  oxon,  chyldron^  are  wi-itten  for  rutheren^ 
oxen,  children. 
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sclio[)ordeii 
seniien 
*  zennen 
Bunnell 


.sliuplierds 


sins 


sclieten 

sheets 

scholdren 
schuldren 

i 

shoulders 

scourgen 
scurgen 

) 

scourges 

t  sibben 

relations 

si  den 
*  ziden 

) 

sides 

sinuen 

sinews 

sithen 

times 

sithen 

scythes 

snaken 

snakes 

snoden 

pieces 

sorewen 

sorrows 

sostren 
sustren 

t 

sisters 

spannen 

spans 

*  spearken 

sparks 

sporen 

spurs 

*  stablen 

stables 

stappen 

steps 

steden 

steeds 

*  sterren 
steorren 

i 

stars 

swopen 

whips 

tiden 

times 

thien 

thighs 

*  tongen 
tungen 

! 

tongues 

tongen 

tongs 

*  toknen 

tokens 

t  ton 

toes 

t  treii 
treon 
trappen 

*  treppen 

unclen 

weden 

*  wellen 
wenchen 
wspnen 

*  werren 
wetheren 
widuen 

*  wodewen 
t  woken 

*  womben 

*  wonden 
wunden 

*  wrecchen 
wrethen 

*  wyclien 
wichen 

*  wyngen 
wengen 
wingen 
wyken 

t  wyken 

*  wysen 

*  ympen 

*  vetheren 

*  vle^en 
vli3en 

*  vorbisnen 

3erden 
^urden 


trees 
j    traps 

uncles 

weeds  (clothes) 

wells 

girls 

weapons 

wars 

wethers 

widows 

weeks 
wombs 

wounds 

wretches 
wreaths 

witches 


weeks 
offices 
ways,  modes 

branches 
feathers 

flies 

examples 

rods 
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The  whole  of  these  do  not,  of  course,  belong  to  the  n  declension. 
Benen,  deuelen,  doren^  lionden,  sunnen,  soulen,  originally  ended  in 
-a;  hrotlieren^  dolitren  {do^tren),  lieaveden,  modren,  sustren  (sos- 
tren),  terminated  in  -u ;  and  calveren,  childeren,  lijren,  lamhrPM,^ 
formerly  ended  in  -7'U. 

The  A. -Saxon  plural  vowel  inflexions  -a,  -?/,  &c.,  were  repre- 
sented in  the  Semi-Saxon  by  -e,  and  in  the  Early  English  period  by 
-en. 

The  Northumbrian  forms  corresponding  to  the  Southern  hretheren , 
childeren,  kine,  were  hretlier,  childer,  kye. 

The  A.S.  plural  lendenu^  (loins)  became  lenden  in  Southern 
English ;  the  Northern  dialect  employed  the  form  lends,  for  which  they 
formed  a  singular,  lend,  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  pure 
Southern  writer. 

Occasionally  the  -en  is  represented  by  a  final  -e,  as  asse  = 
assen,  asses ;  Jwnde  =  honden,  hands  ;  lijyj^e  ■=.  lij)pen,  lips ;  sterre  = 
sterren,  stars ;  stede  =z  steden,  steeds. 

Dr  Guest,  in  the  second  volume  (p.  75)  of  the  Philological 
Society's  Proceedings,  has  noticed  these  forms,  but  considers  them  as 
Northern  forms.     His  statement  is  as  follows : — 

"  Anglo-Saxon  nouns  belonging  to  the  n  declension,  as  steorra,  a 
star,  steda,  a  steed,  assa,  an  ass,  &c.,  generally  formed  their  plural  in 
-an,  as  steorran,  sfedan,  assen,  &g.  But  in  the  Northern  dialect  they 
substituted  a  vowel  for  the  ending  -an;  and  it  is  probable  that  these 
Northern  plurals  are  represented  by  the  sterre,  stede,  asse  of  the 
following  examples : — 

(1)  The  fifte  3er  he  gan  argument 

Of  the  sterre  and  of  the  firmement. 

(Sevyn  Sages,  197.) 

(2)  Whi  kyiig  other  eorl  cam  on  hym  to  weorre,^ 
Quyk  he  lokyd  in  the  steorre. — (Kany  Alls.  76.) 

(3)  As  y  you  sey  bothe  heore  stede 

Feollen  to  grounde  dede. — {K.  Alls.  2263.) 

1  Lambre  =  lambs,  occurs  in  the  Ormulum. 

2  The  sing,  does  not  occur  in  A.S.  authors. 

3  The  -e  in  v:eorre  represents  the  -en  in  the  infinitive. 
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(4)  And  afrtyr  fyfteiie  liuiidryd  a-ise. 
Bar  wyii  and  oyle,  more  and  lasse. 

{II  a  de  Lion,  6453.)" 

'  The  three  works  from  which  the  quotations  are  made,  adds  Dr 
Guest,  are  strongly  marked  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  Northern 
dialect. 

They  certainly  do  contain  some  l^orthern  peculiarities,  but  not  its 
distinctive  peculiarities.  The  Seven  Sages  and  the  Eom.  of  King 
Eichard  are  in  a  Midland  dialect,  and  K.  Alisander  is  in  the  dialect 
of  a  locality  where  both  Southern  and  Midland  forms  were  em- 
ployed. 

The  substitution  of  a  vowel  for  the  -an  (as  ego  —  eyes ;  icitgo, 
witgu  =  prophets)  was  undoubtedly  a  characteristic  of  the  Northern 
dialect  during  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries  ;  but  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  Northern  writer  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries. 

The  substitution  of  -e  for  -7i  *  is  Southern  rather  than  Northern, 
as  the  following  examples  Avill  show  : — 

The  ni3tingale  bigon  the  speclie 
In  one  hurne  of  one  breche 
And  sat  upone  vaire  bo3e 
Thar  were  abute  Uosme  ino^e.^ 

{Owl  and  Nightingale^  p.  1.) 

Berne  =  Bemen  (trumpets). 

The  engles  in  the  dai-red 

EleAvedh  lieore  heme. — {Relig.  Poems,  p.  68.) 

Angles  .   .  blewe  here  hemen. 

{Lives  of  Saints,  Harl.  MS.  2277,  fol.  11  b.) 


'  The  use  of  final  -e  for  -n  is  quite  common  in  the  Southern  dialect,  not  only  in 
the  plurals  of  nouns,  but  also  in  the  preterite  plural,  infinitive  mood,  and  gerund 
of  verbs.  In  addition  to  these  we  find  such  forms  as  aie  =  ayn  (again) ;  oie  ==  oyn 
(own)  ;  neo^e  =  neo'^en  (nine)  ;  blose,  hlosmen  (blossoms) ;  seove  =  seoven  (seven). 

2  Blosme  ino^e  =  flowers  enough  =  many  flowers.     Inoi^e  is  the  plural  of  ino'i^, 
enough.     The  pi.  Blosmen  occurs  much  later,  as  in  the  following  extract; — 
Lenten  yo  come  with  love  to  toune 
With  blosmen  ant  with  briddes  roune 
That  al  this  blisse  bringeth. — {Spec,  of  Lyric  Poet.  p.  43.) 
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Browe  =.  Bwwen  (brows). 

(1)  On  heu  hire  her  is  fayr  ynoh, 

Hire  hi^owe  broune,  hire  e^e '  blake. 

{SiJec.  of  Lyric  Poet.  p.  28.) 

(2)  Hyre  he^e  ^  haueth  wounded  me  y-wisse 

Hire  bende  hrowen  that  bringeth  blisse. — (Ihid.  p.  39,) 

Chirclie-=.  Chirclien  (churches). 

(3)  Horn  let  wurche 
Chapeles  and  chirche. 

(K.  Horn,  p.  39,  E.  E.  Text  Soc.) 

(4)  That  folc  hi  gunne  quelle 

And  churchefi  for  to  felle. — {Ihid.  p.  2.) 

Breste  =.  Bresten  (breasts). 

Ther  to  me  aneleth  the  wyttes  fy3f, 

And  fe^et,  and  hreste  and  lenden. — {Shoreham,  p.  43.) 

He  het  that  me  scholde  hire  lede :  to  the  tonnes  ende 
And  hire  hreosten  fram  hire  bodie,  with  kene  hokes  rende. 

{St  Katheriney  p.  7G.) 
Crowe  z=.  Crowen  (crows). 

An  hwanne  heo  habeth  me  of-slahe, 

Heo  hongeth  me  on  heore  hahe, 

Thar  icli  a-schewele  pie  an  crowe 

From  than,  the  thar  is  i-sowe. — {Oiol  and  N.  p.  55.) 

Wenestu  that  haueck  bo  the  worse 

Tho3  croive  bigrede  him  bi  the  mersh, 

And  goth  to  him  mid  hove  chirme, 

Ei3t  so  hi  wille  wit  him  schirme. — {Ihid.   p.  304.) 

Seint  Edmund  &  his  felawe :  as  hit  was  ofte  here  wone 
In  a  day  fram  Lenkenore  :  wende  to  Abyndone 
As  hi  come  in  a  gret  faleye :  blake  monekes  he  se^ 
As  hit  croiven  &  cJw^en  were :  fleo  bi  their  anhe^. 

{St  Edmund,  p.  76.) 

^  e^e  and  he^e  =■  e^en  =  eyes. 
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Dede  ■=.  Deden  (deeds). 

My  gode  deden  bueth  fol  smallo. 

(Spec,  of  Lyric  Poet.  p.  99.) 

Of  myne  deden  fynde  y  non  god. — (I hid.  p.  99.) 

"When  we  bueth  dempned  after  iir  dede^ 

A  domesday,  when  ryhtes  bueth  tolde, 

A\nien  we  shule  suen  thy  wounde  blede, 

To  speke  thenne  we  bueth  unbohle. — (Ibid.  p.  100.) 

Fewe  gode  dede  ioh  habbe  ido. — (St  Brandan,  p.  27.) 

E:e  =  E'^en  (eyes). 

syththe  bifore  here  e^e 
He  wende  up  to  lievene  as  hi  alle  ise3e. 

{MS.  Harl.  2277,  fob  23.) 

Gret  fur  heo  let  make  bifore  here  aire  e^e 

{Ihid.  fol.  40.) 

Hyre  he'^e  haueth  wounded  me  y-wisse. 

[Sjjec.  of  Lync  Poet.  p.  39.) 

Ke  sholde  he  vor  bothe  his  eje 
So  don,  ^if  he  the  bet  ne  se^e. 

{Owl  and  Nightingale,  \.  381-2,  p,  14.) 

Hyre  eyyn  aren  grete  and  gray  ynoh. 

{Spec,  of  Lyric  Poet.  p.  34.) 

Fere  =  Feren  (companions), 

Coveytise  myn  keyes  here 

Nithe  ant  onde  were  mi /ere 

That  bueth  folkes  fyle. — {Si^ec.  of  Lyric  Poet.  p.  49.) 

Hi  weren  ure  ifere. — {Moral  Ode,  p.  25.) 

This  bosteres  &  this  lieres  as  hi  sitteth  bi  here  fere 
Bringeth  wimmen  in  sclaundre 

{Harl.  MS.  2211,  fol.  18  a.) 

Tuey  feren  he  hadde 

That  he  with  him  ladde. — {King  Horn,  p.  92.) 
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See  K.  Horn,  p.  3. 
Herte  =  Herten  (hearts). 

Ac  hy  habbeth  hire  herten  zuo  arered  ine  God  that  hi  ne  prayzeth 
the  wordle. — (AyeiiMte,  pp.  142,  152.) 

Tho  they  were  on  fote  bothe, 

They  foughte  togedre  with  heorte  wrothe. 

(K.  Alls.  p.  302.) 

Gret  ioye  hi  hadde  in  here  Jwrte  that  hi  mi3te  this  iseo. 

(St  Brandan,  p.  7.) 
Here=:  Her  en  (hair  shirts),  9^ 

He  werede  harde  liere. — {St  Behet,  p.  75.) 

The  moder  werede  harde  here :  for  oui-e  louerdes  loue 
Fram  the  schuldre  to  the  hele. — (St  Edmund ^  p.  71.) 

fis  children  .     .     ,     werede  here  here  frie  a  wyke. 

(Ibid.  p.  72.) 

And  euere  as  heo  hem  sende  clothes  :  as  heo  hem  mi^t  iwynne 
Thevwith  heo  wolde  heren  sende. — (Ibid.  p.  72.) 

Henne  =  Hennen  (hens). 

The  voxe  bird  amang  al  menne 
And  tolde  the  wolf  with  the  brode  crane 
That  on  him  send  gees  and  henne^ 
That  other  geet  and  motune. 

(Camden  Society's  Polit.  Songs,  p.  198.) 

Honde  ■=.  Honden  (hands). 

We  ne  thore  no3t  this  kny^tes  seide  :  do  bi  the  as  we  wolde 
For  the  kyng  ous  het  the  bringe  him  :  thyn  honde  faste  ybounde. 

He  makede  hem  al  a3en  hire  wille  :  his  honden  faste  bynde 
&  ladde  him  forth  harde  ynou^ :  his  honden  faste  bihynde. 

(St  Cristopher,  p.  63.) 
he  het  his  men  anon 
Seint  Andreu  scourgi  so  :  tho  that  him  oke  ech  bon 
And  siththe  bynde  him  honde  &  fet. — (St  Andrew^  p.  100.) 

^  Hennen^  hens,  occurs  in  the  Ayenbite. 
c  * 
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Y-fetered  were  ys  legges  under  his  horse  vvoiube  ; 
Bothe  with  yrn  ant  with  stele  niankled  were  ys  Jionde. 

{PoJitiii.  Sonrjs,  p.  218. 
He  smot  doun  is  heued 

is /^omZe7i  gon  he  wrynge. — {Ihid.\}.  193.) 

Mony  frenshe  wyf  wryngeth  hire  honde. — (Ibid.  p.  188.) 

Sone,  y  se  thi  bodi  byswongen 

Fet  ant  honden  thourhout  stongen. — {Lyric  P.  p.  81.) 

atte  last  lii  founde 
The  forme  of  oure  louerd  in  a  Rode  :  ibeten  and  ibounde 
Inailled  thurf  fet  and  honde:  as  our  louerd  \f\ih.Yyi wounde  (wounds) 
That  hadde  the  gywes  ido  :  god  3yve  hem  harde  stounde  (blows). 

{The  Jews  and  the  Cross,  p.  43.) 

Lome  =  Lomen  (tools). 

At  eve-song  even  neh 
Ydel  men  ^et  he  seh 
Liomen  habbe  an  honde. 

(Spec,  of  Lyric  Poet.  p.  41.) 

This  other  swore  alle  ant  some 

That  er  wer  come  with  lome 

That  so  nes  hit  nout  ryht. — {Ibid.  p.  42.) 

Mede  =  Meden  (good  deeds). 

Middel-erd  for  men  wes  made 

Un  mihti  aren  is  meste  mede. — {Ibid.  p.  22.) 

Schrewe  =  Schrewen  (wretches,  villains). 
Gywes  hatieth  oure  leuedi  moche  :  and  hire  suete  sone  also 
That  is  isene  in  manie  dede  :  that  the  schrewen  habbeth  ido. 

{The  Jews  and  the  Cross,  p.  42.) 

The  king  hadde  al  to  fewe 
To-3enes  so  vele  schrewe. 

{King  Horn,  p.  2,  E.  E.  Text  Soc.) 

Sterre  =  Sterren  (stars). 

Ine  the  Apocalyps  Sent  lohan 

I-se^  ane  wymman  wyth  sonne  by-gon 
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Thane  mowe  al  onder  hyre  ton 

I-crouned  wytli  tuel(f)  sterre 

Sych  a  leuedy  nas  nevere  non 

Wyth  tliane  fend  to  werre. — (SJwreham^s Poe7ns,^.lS3.) 

And  the  cours  of  the  steorreii 

In  heom  he  juggeth  al  his  lueorren. — [K.  Alts.  p.  67.) 

By  the  nione  and  by  the  sterren 

Hy  connen  ingge  alle  iverren. — (Ibid.  p.  203.) 

He  loked  and  kneowe  in  the  sterre 

Of  alle  this  kynges  theo  grete  loeorre. — {Ibid.  p.  113.     , 

Him  tho^te  that  ther  stod  a  treo  :  ri^t  tofore  his  bedde 
That  anon  to  the  sterren  tilde :  and  wel  wide  spredde. 

{St  Kenelm,  p.  51.) 

Hereof  ^e  ssolle  understonde  that  in  the  firmament  beth 
Planetes  yliche  clere  sterren  sevene  as  ^e  seth. 

{R.  of  Gl.  fol.  39.) 

Hwat  canstii  wrecche  thing  of  storre 
Bnte  that  thu  bi-haitest  M  feorre. 

(Old  and  Nigld.  p.  45.) 

Thah  thu  iseo  the  steorre  al  swa 

Nortu  the  wisure  neauer  the  mo. — {Ibid.  p.  4G.) 

The  Sonne  and  monne  and  many  sterren 

By  easte  aryseth  swythe /erre?z. — {Shoreham,  p.  137.) 

Soide  •=.  Soulen  (souls). 

Oure  dettes  byeth  oure  zennes  that  we  habbeth  ydo  wexe  ope 
our  zaulen. — {Ayenbite,  p.  88.) 

And  lete  us  hatie  the  woh 

And  luvie  the  ri^te 

And  bringe  ure  sawle 

To  heoveriche  li3te. — {Relig.  Songs,  p.  80.) 

To  there  blisse  us  bringe  god,  the  rixlit  abuten  ende 
Thenne  he  ure  soule  unbint  of  licames  bende. 

{Morcd  Ode,  p.  34.)    . 
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Alio  haleweiie  soiile  glade  beoth  :  that  in  lieiiene  beotli  ido 
That  siiyeth  cure  loverdes  way  :  and  for  him  schadde  also 
Here  blod  for  his  siiete  loue.  — {8t  Dundan,  p.  39.) 
Shvldre  =  Shuhlren  (shoulders). 

A  suetly  suyi-e  heo  hath  to  holde, 
With  amies,  shuldre,  ase  mon  wolde 
Ant  fyngres  feyre  forte  folde. — {Lyric  Foeins,  p.  52.) 
A  strong  rop  ther  was  siththo  above  :  fram  the  schuldre  ido 
To  liis  buttok  of  hors  her  :  to  holde  liit  faste  to. 

(St  Edmund,  p.  75.) 

Up  here  schiddren  hi  nome  this  holi  bodi  anon. 

(St  Beket.Y).  125.) 

Theo  delfyns  woneth  hire  byside 

A  strong  best  of  gret  pryde, 

They  haveth  schuldren  on  the  rygge, 

And  eke  as  scharpe  as  sweordis  egge. 

{K.  Alts.  p.  272.) 
Sythe  =  Sythen  (times). 

In  a  wyndou  ther  we  stod,  we  ciiste  us  fyfty  S2jthe. 

{Spec,  of  Lyric  Poet.  p.  91.) 

For  pi.  see  Glossary  to  Ayenbite,  s.v.  Zy^en, 

Tunge  =  Tung  en  (tongues). 

O  tyme  a  Seint  Petres  dei,  gret  feste  with  here  tunge 

In  the  see  hi  makede  of  Seint  Peter,  and  here  servise  sunge. 

{St  Brandan,  ^.  20.) 

Tongen  occurs  in  the  Ayenbite,  pp.  22,  142. 

Lunge  ■=.  Lung  en  (lungs). 

Nu  schal  for-rotien 

thine  teoh  and  thi  tunge 

Thi  mahe  and  thi  milte, 

thi  livre  and  thi  lunge 

And  thi  throte-boUe 

That  thu  mide  sunge. — {Relig.  Songs,  \).  76.) 

Also  in  a  man  hys  body 

Seme])     ....     aer  in  ]je  longon. 

{Trevisa,  1387.  Cott.  MS.  Tib.  D  vii.) 
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Wede  =.  Weden  (garments). 

I-luved  ich  habbe  gomen  and  gleo 
And  prude  and  feire  ivede. — [Reliy.  Songs,  p.  QQ.) 
Nolde  ich  3even  enne  peni  for  his  iveden  alle. — [Ihid.  p.  71.) 

The  kyng  cf  Mantona  and  his  knyghtes 
Buth  y-armed  redy  to  fyghte 
In  bruny  of  stel  and  riche  weden 
They  doth  go  s withe  on  steden  (steeds). 

(K.  Alls.  p.  57.) 
Wounde  =.  WoUnden  (wounds)* 

Wide  were  is  wowide 

He  tholede  harde  stounde. — {Lyric  Poems,  p.  97.) 

Sone  y  wil  with  the  founden, 

Y  deye  y-wis  for  thine  wounden. — [Ihid.  p.  82.) 

His  deope  wounden  bledeth  fast. — {Ihid.  j3.  112.) 
The  ifonden  bledde  al  longe  ni^t. 

(Sf^jket,  p.  113.) 
Ac  overcome  nas  he  no3t,  thei  is  wounden  dedliche  were. 

(R.  of  GI.  fob  67.) 

&  he  let  him  lede  in  to  an  yle,  vor  to  hele  is  wounde, 
&  deide  as  the  beste  kiii3t  that  me  wuste  evere  yfounde. 

{Ibid.  67  h.) 
See  other  example  under  Honde,  Ilonden,  p.  xx. 
Tonye  =  Tongen  (tongs). 

He  sat  longe  and  bitho3te  him  :  longe  hou  hit  were 
He  bitho3te  hun  ho  hit  was  :  he  dro3  forth  his  tonge 
And  leide  in  the  bote  fur  :  and  spac  faire  longe 
Forte  the  tonge  was  al  afure  :  and  siththe  stille  ynou3 
The  devel  he  hente  bi  the  nose. — -{St  Dunstan,  p.  36.) 

Tho  come  ther  suche  schrewen  mo  wel  thicke  bi  eche  side 
With  tangen,  and  with  hameres  berninge  meni  on. 

{St  Brandcm,  p.  22.) 
Simne  =  Sunnen  (sins). 

Godemen,  for  godes  luve, 

bileveth  eoure  sunne. — Relig.  Songs,  p.  83.) 
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Xai !  Nai  !  hi  shalle  wel  avinde 
Tliat  lii  mid  longe  wopc  mote 
Of  liore  sunnen  bidde  bote, 
Ar  hi  mote  euer  kume  thare. 

{Oid  and  N.  p.  30.) 

Wyke-=.  woken  (weeks). 

Tuelmonth  &  elleue  loyke  :  alle  this  maidenes  were 
At  Eome  with  this  holi  pope. — {The  11,000  Virgins,  p.  68.) 
In  thyssere  joye  we  scholde  by-louken 
Al  hyre  joy  en  of  vourti  woken 

The  wyles  he  3ede  with  chyld. 

{Shoreham,  p.  121.) 

Tlie  following  are  additional  examples  of  plurals  in  -e  : — 
The  water  was  ful  of  longe  reec?e  (reeds). 

(A'.  Alis.  p.  210.) 

Ac  wat  etestu,  that  thou  ne  li^e, 

Bute  attercoppe  (spiders),  and  fule  vliy.  (flies) 

An  wormes. — {Old  and  iV.,  p.  21.) 

Ah  thah  my  lif  me  bed  at-schote, 
The  3et  ich  mai  do  gode  note, 
Me  mai  upone  smale  stiche 
Me  sette  a  wude  ine  the  thicke, 
An  swa  mai  mon  toUi  him  to 
Lutle  briddes  and  i-vo. 
An  swa  me  mai  mid  me  bi-^ete 
Wel  gode  brede  to  his  mete. 

{Owl  and  N.  p.  56.) 

Of  drawing  of  bowes  and  stikke  (sticks) 
Theo  eyr  bycam  tho  trouble  and  thikke. 

{K.  Alis.  p.  168.) 

They  haueth  no  woUe  to  spynne 

Heore  clothis  buth  of  bestis  skynne  (skins). 

{Ihid.  p.  279.) 

iN'e  hy  ne  han  boures  ne  halles 
Ne  casteles  with  heighc  walles 
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Bot  in  trowes  and  in  denne  (dens) 

And  in  roches  holed  withinne 

Thereinne  is  her  wonyghing. — [K.  Alls.  p.  244.) 

This  venyni  creopith  under  my  rihbe  (ribs) 
That  y  may  no  longer  libbe. — (Ibid.  p.  324.) 

The  kynedom  of  heuene  ten  maidenes  iliche  is 

That  is  ech  maner  folc  that  ne  wilneth  no^t  amis 

No  folie  of  flesches  wille  ac  thurf  the  ten  heste  (commandments) 

Lede  hys  lyf  in  clennisse. — (Had.  2277,  fol.  11  a.) 

After  numerals,  in  the  older  stages  of  the  language,  the  gen.  pi. 
is  properly  used,  but  in  14th-century  English  the  pi.  is  often  used. 
Of  the  hul  of  Olyvet  sone  hi  wende  adoun 
To  the  bor^  of  lerusalem,  and  bilevede  in  the  toun 

A  Jjousend  stappe  (paces)  ther  bituene 

A  Jjousend  stapjp)en  of  such  pas  a  myle  no3t  hit  is. 

[Harl.  MS.  2211,  fol.  24.) 

Of  plurals  in  e  representing  older  forms  in  -an,  -«,  -ii  (rii),  numerous 
examples  might  be  selected  from  the  Southern  literature  of  the  earlier 
part  of  the  13th  century. 

II. GENITIVE    SINGULAR   OF    FEMININE    NOUNS    IN    -E    (REPRESENTING 

OLDER    FORMS    IN    -AX   OR    -E. 

The  Northern  dialect  during  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  cen- 
turies seems  to  have  adopted  the  termination  -es  as  the  inflexion  of 
the  genitive  singular  for  nouns  of  all  genders.  The  Southern  dia- 
lect, following  the  usage  of  the  older  stage  of  the  language,  formed 
the  genitive  of  masculine  and  neuter  nouns  in  -es,  but  of  feminine 
substantives  in  -e. 

Suete  Ihesu,  king  of  blysse 

Myn  liuerte  loue,  min  liuerte  lisse 

Thou  art  suete  myd  y-wisse 

"Wo  is  him  that  the  shal  misse. — {Lyric  Poems,  p.  57.) 

Suete  Ihesu  min  liuerte  lyht 

Thou  art  day  with-oute  nyht. — {Ihid.  p.  57.) 

For  loue  thou  se3e  thin  lieorie  blode. — {Ihid.  p.  69.) 
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Thin  heorte  lone  thou  sendost  us. — (Lytic  Poeinsy  p.  73.) 
The  suert  is  at  iiiyii  herte  grouiide. — {Ihld.  p.  81.) 

Suete  Ihesu  min  huerte  bote 

In  myn  huerte  thou  sete  a  rote 

Of  thi  loue. — {Lyric  Foems,  p.  57.) 

Suete  Ihesu  min  Jtuerte  gleeni 
Bryhtore  then  the  sonne  beeni 
Ybore  thou  were  in  Bedleheni. — (Ibid.  p.  57*) 

Suete  Ihesu  my  soule  fode 

Thin  werkes  bueth  bo  swete  ant  gode. — {Ibid.  p.  58.) 

Ihesu,  do  me  that  for  for  tlii  name 

Me  hketh  to  dre3e  pyne  ant  shame, 

That  is  thy  soule  note  ant  frame 

Ant  make  myn  herte  milde  ant  tame. — (Ihid.  p.  71.) 

So  that  Barint  the  olde  man  ri3t  at  his  liiwte  grounde 

Wei  wepinge  bigan  to  telle  what  he  er  founde. — {St  Brandan,  p.  2.) 

The  wonde  swelth  an  aketh 

So  doth  the  naddre  stenge. — {Shoreham,  p.  104.) 

And  (the  devele)  dede  hym  in  an  addre  tvede 
That  best  was  of  mest  schreuhede  of  alle  beste. 

(Ibid.  p.  158.) 

At  the  tcoJce  end  spake  the  ermyte 
And  askede  the  munke  of  the  spyryte. 

{Rob.  B.  Hand.  Syn.  p.  61.) 

Hit  is  gode  monne  i-wone 
A  was  from  the  woiide  frome. 

{Or.  N.  p.  17,  1.  476.) 

An  nime  3 erne  of  chirche  stevene 

Hu  murie  is  the  blisse  of  hovene. 

{Owl  and  N.  p.  25.) 
Heo  mai  hire  guld  at-wende 
A  rihte  weie  thurh  chirche  bende. — {Ibid.  p.  49.)] 
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But  tha^  the  prest  hys  messe  do 

Inne  dedleche  senne  corse 

Thet  sacreiuent  man  be  thou  syker 

For  hyin  nys  na3t  worse  ;  For  loke 

The  sacrement  nys  na[3t]  the  Avors 

Tha^  that  ludas  hyt  toke. — {Slioreliam^  p.  27.) 

Thre  nianer  peyne  man  fangeth 
Tor  hys  aenne  nede. — {Ihld.  p.  37.) 

To  wake 
Hy  thet  slepeth  ine  scnne  slep 
Amendement  to  maky. — i^lh'id.  p.  51.) 

An  hors  is  strengur  than  a  mon ; 

Hit  berth  on  rugge  grete  semes, 
An  dra3th  bivore  grete  temes 
An  tholeth  bothe  3erd  and  spure 
An  stont  i-teid  at  mulne  dure. 

{Oiul  and  N.  p.  27.) 

The  justise  het  his  men  openy  thovene  *  (the  oven's)  mouth. 

{Harl.  MS.  2277,  fol.  96  a.) 

Craddok  erl  of  Cornwaile  is  avis  sede 

That  a  senatour  of  rome  yhote  maximian 

Was  of  the  kunde  of  this  londe,  a  suithe  noble  man 

Vor  he  was  Leoflines  sone  that  Eleyne  uncle  was 

The  gode  Constantines  sone  moder,  vor  non  betere  nas. 

(R.  of  Gl,  fol.  32.) 

Seynt  Jame  the  gode  man  ri3t  is  to  habbe  in  mono 
Seint  Johnes  brother  the  evangelist  Godes  aunte  sone 
His  moder  was  oure  leuedi  soster. 

{Harl.  MS.  2277,  fol.  97  a.) 

In  godhed  toke  he  then  way 
That  to  helle  gates  lay. 

{Harroidng  of  Hell ^  p.  15.) 

^  This  word  is  marked  masculine  by  Bosworth. 
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TliiHi  wilt  luc  Lringe  to  helle  deth. 

(Lyr.  Poenis,  p.  103.) 

Tho  the  nabbeth  god  idon  &  therinne  both  ifuiide 

He  scullen  falle  swithe  rathe  in  to  helle  grunde 

Thaer-inne  he  scullen  wunie  buten  ore  and  ende 

Ne  brecth  never  eft  Crist  helle  dure  to  lese  hem  of  bende. 

(Moral  Ode,  p.  27,  11.90,91) 

Ac  helle  king  is  oreles  with  tha  the  he  niai  bride. 

(Ihld.  p.  29,  1.  109.) 

Sone  so  the  quene  fader  Corineus  was  ded 
He  vorsoc  is  owe  wif  and  astrild  made  quene. 

(R.  of  Gl  Cott  MS.  Califf,  A  xi.  fol.  11.) 

Conan  the  quene  cosyn  he  clupede  tho  al  stille. 

(Ibid.  fol.  33  b.) 

IModred  is  neven 

y  crouned  him  sulve  king  thoru  the  quene  rede 

(R.  of  Gl.  fol.  61  a.) 

This  wes  on  oure  levedy  even. 

(Polit.  Songs,  p.  219.) 

This  wunne  weole  (delight  of  joy)  y  wolefor  gon 
Ant  wyht  in  wode  be  fleme. — (Lyr.  PoeinSy  p.  44.) 

Fram  dethe  to  lyve  he  aros  thurf  oure  levedi  lore.^ 

(Saints,  p.  59.) 
The  gode  for-horede  the  fend 

Wyth  hys  blaundynge  stevene  (with  the  voice  of  his  flattery). 

(Shoreham,  p.  59.) 

Ac  Edward  the  other  adde  thre  children  bi  is  wive 
An  sone  that  het  Edward  &  do^tren  also  tueye 
Margarete  &  Cristine  that  gode  wimmen  were  beye 
This  gode  children  a^te  be  evermore  in  munde 
Vor  Engelond,  3if  hii  nere,  were  ^ut  out  of  kunde, 
As  ^e  mowe  ihure  her  afterward  in  king  Henries  lif 

1  Chaucer  has  "  our  lady  veyl."     See  Prologue  and  Canterbury  Talcs,  I.  695. 
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How  Engelond  com  to  kunde  a3en  thoru  the  gode  quene  Mold  iwis 
That  thes  Margarete  dorter  was,  Mold  the  gode  quene. 

{R.ofGl  fol.  91  h.) 

He  fond  Horn  in  arme 
On  RymenMlde  barnie. 

{K.  Horn,  1.  706,  E.  E.  T.  Soc.) 

The  word  bigan  to  springe 

Oi  Rymenhilde  weddinge. — {Hid.  1.  1018.)    . 

He  dude  Horn  inn  late 

Ri3t  at  halle  gate. — {Ihld.  1.  1074.) 

A. Sax.  ceddre,  a  vein.* 

Ich  haue  the  leten  eddre  hlod. 
(Of  the  vox  and  of  the  wolf  a  fable.    Relig.  Antiq.  p.  272.) 

Leove  moder,  quath  Lucie  :  if  thu  leovest  in  holi  churche 
And  the  wordes  of  the  godspel :  &  wold  ther-after  wurche 
Thurf  tuochinge  of  Seint  Agace  Tumbe  :  thu  wost  hoi  anon. 

(Lives  of  Saints,  p.  102,  1.  33.) 

Seint  Lucie  com 
To  Seinte  Agace  holie  Tumbe  &  hire  moder  with  hire  nom. 

{Ibid.  p.  102,  1.  36.) 

To  Seinte  Lucie  norici  he  wende  :  and  eschte  hire  faste 
What  Lucie  were  so  onbicome  hire  god  awei  to  caste. 

(lUd.  p.  103,  1.  59.) 

&  Constantin  Eleyne  son  ^e  witeth  wel  Rome  nom 
&  sutA-t^e  Maximal!  that  of  hor  beyre  blod  ich  com. 

(R.  of  Gl.  fol.  60  a.) 

Richard  due  of  Kormandie  Emme  brother  the  quene 
Adde  an  sone  that  het  Roberd. — (Ibid.  99  a.) 

A  (on)  Seinte  Marie  dai  in  the  leynte  biheveded  [were]  bothe  if  ere. 

(Harl  MS.  2277,  fol.  98  b.) 

Crist  ycleped  heuene  lomb  com  to  saynt  Ion. — (Relig.  Antiq.  p.  87.) 
^  Clene  orn  out  the  vet/ne  h\od.— {Harl  MS.  2277,  fol.  14  a.) 
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Ihesii  Crist  heouene  king 

3ef  us  alio  god  endyng 

That  bone  biddeth  the.— (Lv/r.  P.,  p.  59.) 

Ihesu  for  thi  muchele  myht 

Thou  graunte  us  alle  heuene  lyht. — (Ihld.  p.  60.) 

Helpe  me  heuene  queue,  for  thyn  ever  ychain. — (Ibid.  p.  93.) 

Suete  Ihesu  of  Xazareth 
Thou  do  us  heuene  mede. — {Ibid.  p.  112.) 
See  Lives  of  Saints,  p.  103,  1.  67  ;  p.  107,  1.  202. 

III.      GENITIVE    PLURALS    IN    -ENE. 

No  trace  of  the  Genitive  plural  in  -ene,  -en  (A, -Sax,  ena),  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Ormulum,  the  Bestiary,  or  Genesis  and  Exodus, 
although  examples  of  this  inflexion  are  common  enough  in  La3amon, 
Seinte  Marherete,  and  other  Southern  writers  of  the  Semi-Saxon 
period.  It  is  entirely  absent  form  any  pure  specimen  of  the  Northum- 
brian dialect  of  the  14th  century,  but  is  frequently  employed  by 
Southern  writers  as  late  as  a.d.  1387. 

Apostlene  veet  z=z  feet  of  the  apostles. 

Tho  hym  with  a  touwayle-schete  Ihesu 

After  soper  by-gerte 
And  water  inta  bacyn 
Myd  a  wel  mylde  herte, 

And  wesschte 
Al  his  apostlene  veet 
Thos  ordre  forthe  he  lesschte. — [Shoreham,  p.  51.) 

Here  god  hi  solde  stille 

And  to  thapostlen  fet  hit  caste. 

{Harl  MS.  2211,  fol.  25  b.) 

Da^en  ende  =  end  of  fourty  days. 

At  fourty  6?«3e?z  ende. — {Shoreham,  p.  126.) 

Deovlene  fere  =r  the  companion  of  devils. 
Ich  wisse  men  mid  mine  songe. 
That  hi  ne  sunegi  nowiht  longe ; 
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I  bidde  liom  that  heo  i-swike 
That  heom-seolve  ne  "bi-swicke  : 
Eor  betere  is  that  heo  wepen  here 
Than  elles-hwar  to  beon  deovlene  fere. 

{Oivl  4-  N.  p.  32.) 
Develen  pnjnces  =.  princes  of  devils. 

Seue  develen  prynces  beth. — (Slioreham,  p.  109.) 

Englene  songs  =  songs  of  angels. 

Go  we  alle  thene  wei  .  for  he  ns  wiille  bringe 
Mid  tho  faire  fewe  men  .  beforen  heuene  kinge 
Ther  is  aire  meruthe  mest .  mid  englene  songe. 

{Moral  Ode,  p.  33,  1.  177.) 

E'^ene  wepynge  =i  weeping  of  the  eyes. 

Therfore  thy  schrifte  man  schel  be  wythoute  stoneynge, 

Myd  herte  I03,  and,  3ef  thou  my3t, 

Myd  thjae-^ene  wepynge. — (Shoreham,  p.  35.) 

Feenden  mestrye  ■=.  power  of  the  fiends  ;  fenden  jewyse  =  judg- 
ment of  fiends  (devils). 

Schelde  ous  wanne  we  deade  beth 

Eram  diMQ  feenden  mestrye. — {Ihid.  p.  84.) 

I-schelde  ous  wanne  we  dede  beth, 
Fram  alle /e?Z(^e7ie  jewyse. — {Ihid.  p.  85.) 

FoweJen  Par  ays  =:  Parish  of  Fowls. 

Ther  is  oure  gode  procuratour  that  moche  god  ous  haveth  ido 

In  the  Foweleyb  Parays  and  ine  the  Lond  of  Schep  also. 

{St  Brandan,  pp.  16,  17,  11.  353,  365,  379.) 

Bestyn  hyjig  =.  king  of  beasts.^ 

That  hestyn  kyng 
Hys  kynde  may  he  noght  forgo. — {Odavian,  p.  177.) 

Doggen  =  of  dogs. 

A  dosyn  of  doggen 

Ne  myhte  hiredrawe. — {Polit.  Songs j  p.  239.) 

1  Trevisa  (1387)  bas  bestone  (or  hestoun)  kynde.— (Coif^,  MS.  Vesp,  D  vii,  fol.  52  b.) 
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Gromene  =  cf  grooms  (iiiei)). 

Gobelyn  made  is  gerner 

Of  (jromene  maw. — {Pollt.  Scntys,  p.  238.) 

Jewene  Jawe  =z  law  of  the  Jews. 

To  ^e  Jewene  la  we. — {Cott.  Vesp.y  D.  vii,  foL  148  h.) 

Gyivene  wllle  =  will  of  the  Jews. 

Pilatiis  thurf  the  gijwene  wille  :  him  demde  therto. 

{Life  of  Pilate,  p.  114,  1.  103.) 

Gyioene  falshede  :=^falsehood  of  the  Jews. 
"Whan  thou  under3ete,  quath  themperour  :  the  (jywene  falshede 
Whi  naddestou  ispeke  ther  a3e  :  and  desturbed  the  lithere  dede. 

(Life  of  Pilate,  p.  IIG,  1.  200.) 

Eeg  regum,  tliat  is  kyngene  kyng. — ifJott.  Vesp.,  D.  vii,  fol.  282  6.) 

Prophetene  =  of  tlie  prophets. 

The  man  that  healdeth  thys  two 

Of  charyte  the  heastes 

Al  he  folueth  the  lawe  of  gode 

And  prophetene  gestes. — {Shoreliam,  p.  92.) 

Alle  soulen  day  =z  Day  of  All  Souls  or  All  Souls'  Day. 
&  eke  quath  thangel  that  thou  telle  the  pope  her-of  sone 
That  me  holde  alle  soulen  day  as  ri3t  is  to  done 
&  as  wide  as  holi  churche  that  he  makie  his  heste 
The  morwe  after  alle  halewen  day  ^  that  me  holde  thulke  feste 
That  ech  man  ententifliche  as  forth  as  he  may 
For  alle  the  soulen  in  purgatorie  bidde  thulke  day. 

{Harl  MS.  2277,  fol.  145  a.) 

Alle  soiden  day  an  urthe  ri^t  is  to  holde  he3e. — {Ibid.) 
Soueni3t  he  hilevede  ther :  for-to  alle  Soulen  daj. — {St  Beket,  p.  58.) 

Soulen  :=  Of  Soul. 
Ther  Cometh  two  maner  soulen. — {Harl.  MS.  2277,  fol.  131.) 

"  Alle  Halewen  day  =  All  Hallows'  Day  =  All  Saints'  Day.  (See  Life  of  St 
JDunstan^  p.  39,  1.  181,  where  phrase  ^//^  halewene  soule  gladbeoth=  all  the  souls 
of  the  saints  are  joyful.) 
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SpousehrecJiene  sawe  =.  words  of  adulterers. 

These  spousehrechen  sawe. — {Sliorehamy  p.  62.) 

Tren  rynde  =  The  bark  of  trees. 

Schipes  they  haven  y-hote  pyrates 
In  the  water  is  heore  gates  : 
Whan  hit  is  ehbe,  up  they  buth 
AVlian  hit  is  flod,  y-scheot  they  beoth 
Heo  buth  ymad  of  oysers  y  fynde 
And  y-bounde  al  with  tren  rynde. 

{King  Mis.  p.  255,  1.  6187.) 

Wermene  mete  ■=.  Meat  of  worms. 

Huet  is  man  bot  velthe  and  a  zechvol  of  donge,  wermene  mete. 

{Aijenhite,  p.  216.) 

Thornene  croune  ■=.  Crown  of  thorns. 
Hy  to-steke  hys  swete  hefed 
Wyth  one  thornene  coroune. — (Shoreham,  p.  85.) 

See  also  Harl  MS.  2277,  fol.  13  b. 

Occasionally  we  find  -e  as  well  as  -ene,  as  the  sign  of  the  genitive 
plural,  as  in  the  following  examples  : 

Bole  huden  =  Hides  of  bulls. 

Hi  leten  hem  di3te  a  gret  schip,  and  above  it  al  bi-caste 
With  bole  huden  stronge  ynou  ynailed  (therto  faste). 

(St  Brandan,  p.  5.) 

Engle  Sf  mamte  blisse  =  Bliss  of  angels  and  men. 

He  (God)  one  mai  &  seal  beo  engle  &  manne  blisse. 

{Morcd  Ode,  p.  33,  1.  189.) 
Alle  lialewe  •=.  Of  all  Saints. 

a  church  he  let  rere 

Of  oure  loverd  &  alle  Jialewe :  in  thulke  place  there 

Six  hondred  3er  &  fyve  :  oure  loverd  ther  bifore 

Of  Marie  his  swete  moder  :  an  urthe  were  ibore 

The  church  that  was  of  oure  levedi  &  of  alle  lialeiven  ifonde 

Stont  3ut  &  is  icleped  Marie  la  rounde. 

{Harl.  MS.  2277,  fol.  144.) 
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Aire  dcvele  wel  =.  Tlio  way  of  all  Devils. 

&  tliis  tuei  enchantours  to  grouiide  hem  overcome  \ 
&  dryve  hem  an  aire  devele  wey. 

(Ilarl.  3IS.  2277,  fol.  121  a.) 

hi  also 

Schulle  gon  an  aire  devele  wei  bote  god  nyme  3cme  ther  to. 

(Ibid.  fol.  145  h.) 
Vyf  mijle  wel  =  The  way  of  five  miles. 

In  pais  hi  wende  forth  here  wey  :  &  the  bodi  with  hem  toke 

Vyf  myle  wei  hi  were  awend  :  er  thothere  awoke. 

{Lives  of  Saints,  p.  56.) 

Twenty  myle  weyes  =  The  ways  of  twenty  miles. 

Twenty  myle  weyes  and  mo 

No  myght  men  astryde  go 

Bote  he  step  ondede  men, 

In  dale,  in  downe,  in  wode,  in  fen. 

{K.  Alls.  p.  183,  1.  444G.) 
Manne  I  If  ==  life  of  men. 

Alle  manne  lif  =  the  live  of  all  men 

"We  scullen  aire  manne  ^  lif  icnawe  ther  also  ure  owe. 

{Moral  Ode,  p.  27, 1.  82.) 
Alle  cJillde  ■=.  of  all  children. 

The  eldeste  soster  of  hem  freo  oure  levedi  svvete  &  mylde 
Bar  oure  loverd  Ihesu  Crist  best  of  alle  childe. 

{Harl.  MS.  2211,  fol.  37  a.) 
Alle  tJiinge  =  of  all  things. 

Fairest  of  alle  thinge. — {Ihld.  fol.  38  a.) 

(See  Moral  Ode,  p.  33,  1.  177.) 

Aire  heme  =.  of  all  children. 

Marie  cleophee 

Hadde  tuei  hohe  sones  bi  hire  loverd  Zebedee 

Seint  Jame  the  holi  man  &  seint  Johan  the  wangehst 

That  was  aire  heme  best  mid  our  loverd  Ihesu  Crist. 

{Harl  MS.  2277,  fol.  35  h.) 

1  Manne  as  the  gen.  pi.  is  used  by  Trevisa  (a.d.  1387)  in  Cott.  MS.  Yesp.  D 
vii,  fol.  286  a. 
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V.  Traces  of  the  genitive  singular  nouns  in  -e  are  not  very 
common,  and  tliey  are  remnants  either  of  the  n  declension  or  of 
that  class  of  masculines  in  -u  or  -o,  which  made  the  genitive  singular 
in  -a. 

EXAMPLES  : 

"  How  he  lepte  with  myght  and  mayne 
on  the  stede  back." 

{Rom.  of  Odavian,  p.  217,  1.  144G.) 

In  is  wode  rage  he  wende 
Vor  to  awreke '  is  uncle  doth. 

{R.  of  Gl  Cott.  MS.  Callg.  A  xi,  fol.  Qo  a.) 

Bidde  we  seinte  Marie 

For  hire  milde  mode, 

For  the  teres  that  heo  wep 

For  hire  sone  blod. — (Rd'uj.  Poems,  p.  84.) 

Ich  cristni  the  in  the  vader  name 
And  sone,  and  Holy  Ghostes. 

(ShoreJiani's  Poems,  p.  10.) 

Fowel  for  thi  false  sawe 

For  bsddi  (I  forbid)  the  this  uwde  schawe  ; 

Thou  fare  into  the  hide. — (Relifj.  Antlq.  p.  245.) 

Wliil  y  wes  a  clerc  in  scole,  wel  niuchel  y  couthe  of  lore, 

Ych  haue  tlioled  for  thy  love  woundes  fele  sore  ; 

Fer  from,  hom  ant  eke  from  men,  under  the  icode  gore. 

{Lyr.  Poems,  p.  91.) 

He  let  his  schup  stonde 
And  3ede  to  londe  ; 
His  folc  he  dude  abide 
Under  ivude  side. 

{K.  Horn,  p.  29,  1.  1024,  E.  E.  T.  S.) 

1  Marsh  treats  uncle  (and  quene)  as  following  under  the  same  rule  as  brother, 
mocler,  do'^ter^  which  dropped  the  genitive  inflexion  in  A.-Saxon  writers. 
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Atlmlf  heo  sede  be  blithe 

And  to  Horn  thou  go  wel  swithe 

He  is  under  tcude  bo^e 

And  with  him  kni3tes  ino^e. — (Ihid.  p.  35,1.  1227.) 


ADJECTIVES. 

The  adjective  in  the  Southern  dialects  retains  most  of  the  older 
inflexions.  In  the  Northern  dialects  the  distinction  between  the 
definite  and  indefinite  forms  of  the  adjective  is  not  preserved,  and 
the  final  -e  in  the  plural  is  for  the  most  part  disregarded. 

I.     DECLENSION    OF    THE   ADJECTIVE. 
I.     DEFINITE    FORM. 

God  (good),  the  gode  (the  good). 


SINGULAR. 

PLURAL. 

3Iasc, 

Ftm. 

Neid. 

Nom. 

gode 

gode 

gode 

^N'om. 

goden  \ 
gode    ) 

Ge£ 

goden  \ 
gode    ) 

Df  all  genders 

Gen. 

godene  ) 

[  seldom 
gode     ) 

Dat. 

goden  "j 
gode    j 

j> 

>> 

Dat. 

goden  ) 
gode    ^ 

Ace. 

goden  \ 
gode    ) 

gode 

gode 

Ace. 

goden  ) 
gode    ^ 

n.    ] 

[NDEFINITJ 

E  DECLENSION. 

God( 

good). 

SINGULAR. 

PLURAL. 

Masc. 

Fem. 

Neiit. 

Norn. 

god 

god 

god 

Nom.  Sz  Ace.    gode 

Gen. 

godes  ^ 

godre 

2    godes 

Gen. 

godre  2 

Dat. 

|gode 
(  goden 

j  godre 

2  gode 

Dat. 

'gode 
■ goden 

Ace. 

godne 

gode 

god 

^  The  genitive  form  of  the  indefinite  adjective  is  more  often  used  in  indefinite 
and  demonstrative  words  than  in  other  adjectives. 
2  Seldom  used. 
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He  (God)  wythstent  the  jy^ouden. — (Shoreham,  p.  107.) 

And  fie  children  ham  lovie  togidere  and  beuly  j?e  uela^rede  of  Ipo 
greaten. — {AyenUte,  p.  139.) 

Yor  jjerne  dyaj)  hi  clepiejj  lyf  and  fane  dyajj  fet  is  to  f e  guoden 
beginnynge  of  line  hi  hit  clepief  fan  ende. — {Ibid.  p.  72.) 

Alsuo  tekf  fe  writinge  f et  me  ssel  zeche  red  ate  yealden  and 
na3t  mid  f e  yonge,  fe  ne  byef  na3t  yproued  in  nyedes  ac  mid  fe 
yealde  fet  habbef  yzo^e  and  yproued  f e  finges,  f et  is  fet  wyt  and 
fet  red.  Vor  fan  f et  Eoboam,  Salomounes  zone,  vorlet  fane  red 
of  f e  yealden  guode  men,  vor  fane  red  of  yonge  he  vorleas  f e 
gratteste  del  of  his  kingdome. — {Ibid.  p.  184.) 

For  3yf  thy  wyl  rejoth  more 
In  enyes  kunnes  thynges 

Bote  yn  God  ....  thou  ne  anourest  God  ary^t. 

{Shoreham,  p.  95.) 
Vuolf  quad  the  vox  him  tho 
Al  that  thou  havest  her  bifore  ido, 
In  thouht,  in  speche,  and  in  dede, 
In  euche  other es  Tcunnes  quede 
Ich  the  for3eve  at  thisse  nede. 

(Relig.  Antiq.  p.  277.) 

Herbi  f  ou  mi3te  wel  understonde, 
Jpat  on  his  areu,  fat  of er  schonde, 
To  stele  to  o\eres  mannes  bedde. — {Oivl  ^  N.  p.  51.) 

Bysshopes  and  barounes  to  the  kynges  pes, 
Ase  men  that  weren  fals,  fykel  and  les, 
Othes  hue  him  sworen  in  stude  ther  he  wes, 
To  buen  him  hold  ant  trewe  for  alles  cimnes  res. 

{Camden  Society's  Polit.  Songs,  p.  214.) 

And  what  may  f  e  dyches  be 

But  hire  f  olemode  poverte 

\)2ii  nones  kunnes  assaylyng 

Ne  may  derve  f  e  tour  for  no  f  ing. 

{Castel  of  Love,  1.  855.) 
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Uras  formes  fadorcs  gult  we  aLiggot  alle. — {Moral  Ode,  p.  28.) 

fes  woilde  us  wule  fordrenche 
Mest  alle  men  he  ^iveX  drinke  of  one  deofles  scenche 
He  seeal  him  cunne  sculde  wel,  ^if  he  him  nele  screnche 
Mid  ealmlJitles  godes  luve  ute  jje  us  biwerien 
Wid  (from)  Jjes  wrecches  worldes  luue,  fat  he  ne  mawe  us  derien. 

(Ihld.  p.  32.) 

Elclie  rune  he  ihurd  &  he  wot  alle  dede 

He  J)urS-sih<5  elches  mannes  fane  Jjat  seal  us  to  rede. 

(Ibid.  p.  25.) 

He  is  elches  godes  ful. — {Ihld.  p.  33.) 

Ther  com  to  ous  a  3ung  man  suythe  fair  and  hende, 
He  welcomede  ous  everechon  mildeliehe  and  suete 
And  nemnede  evereches  owe  name  and  wel  myldeliche  ous  gan  grete. 

{St  Brandan,  p.  3.) 

The  fox  so  godne  ne  can  (knows)  nanne 
The  (though)  he  kunne  so  vele  wrenche. 

Oivl  4'  N.  p.  28.) 

Ich  wot  hwo  schal  beon  anhonge, 

Other  eResfidne  deth  afonge. — {Ibid.  p.  41.) 

And  hit  is  grat  wonder  thet  hi  loketh  zuich  ane  fiehlene  castel  as 
hare  fyeble  bodye  aye  zuych  ane  strangne  vend  ase  is  the  dyeuel  of 
helle. — {Ayenbife,  p.  227.) 

Yor  alsuo  ase  the  angles  of  heuene  habbeth  grat  glednesse  of  ane 
zene3ere  huanne  he  him  repenteth  and  deth  penonce  vor  his  zennes, 
alsuo  the  dyevelen  ham  gledieth  huanne  hi  mo^e  overcome  and  do 
valle  into  zenne  a7ie  guodne  man ;  and  the  more  thet  he  is  of  grat 
stat  and  the  parfiter,  the  more  heth  he  the  gratter  glednesse  huanne 
he  him  may  gyly,  ase  the  vissere  heth  more  blisse  vor  to  nime  ane 
gratne  visse  thane  ane  littlene. — {Ibid.  p.  238.) 

iN'on  yzi^  ane  yongne  boryeis  and  ane  newene  kni^t.  Mochel 
habbeth  thos  of  vele  tho3tes,  newe,  diverses,  and  wylvolle. — {Ibid. 
p.  161.) 
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Of  alle  thisG  yefthes  (of  kende,  of  hap,  and  of  grace)  we  sscl  thonki 
god  and  servi  vor  thet  hi  cometh  alio  of  him.  Tha3les  the  proiide 
hise  zeltli  to  the  dyevele  vor  thane  valsiie  peny  of  ydele  blisse. 

(Ayenbite,  p.  24.) 

tha^  me  godne  sckele  hem  telle, 

Nau:?t  hyt  ne  ganth  (avails). 

(ShoreJiaiii's  Poems,  p.  135.) 

I  wylle  me  ssrive  and  ich  wille  zigge  alle  mine  zennes  aye  me, 
na^t  of  othren,  ne  ayens  othren  as  doth  the  ypoerites. — {AyenhitG,  p. 
175.) 

Efterward  the  ssrifte  ssel  by  yhol  na3t  to-deld  ine  vele  ssriveres. 
Vor  me  ssel  zigge  al  to  onen,  na^t  o  del  to  onen  and  thet  other  del  to 
anotliren,  vor  god  ne  taketh  none  hede  of  zuiche  tales. — [Ihid.  p.  175.) 

Hit  is  more  zenne  in  one  stede  thane  ine  anotliren. — {Ibid.) 

Thanne  ssel  he  verst  yzy  the  zeue  dyadliche  zennes,  of  huychen 
we  habbeth  above  yspeke,  and  yholliche  of  echen  him  ssrive  be  than 
thet  he  him  yvelth  gelty,  no-thing  to  hele,  nothing  wyth-zigge,  na3t 
him  to  defendi  ne  nenne  othrenne  wray. — {Ihid.  p.  175.) 

Hy  ne  thencheth  ne  studieth  bote  ham  zelve  to  avonci  and  othren 
to  harmi.  Thet  wyt  is  the  develes  wyt  ase  zayth  Saint  Jacob,  thet 
eche  daye  him  vondeth  othren  to  harmy. — {Ihid.  p.  82.) 

For  hyre  poer  nys  nou3t  y-lessed 
Ac  toup  alle  othren  hys  y-blessed. 

{Shoreham,  p.  127.) 

To  nonen. — (Ayenbite,  p.  121.)  To  echen. — {Ibid.  p.  122.) 

To  alien. — {Ibid.  p.  145.)  Be  enne  (by  one). — {Ibid.  p.  129.) 

He  wile  deme  evrinne  be  his  dedes. — {Ibid.,  p.  134.) 
In  the  herte  of  evrichen. — {Ibid.  p.  146.) 

II.  Inflected  Article  (Definite). 

In  the  Ormidwn  the  definite  article  is  iininflected,  the  only 
remnant  of  the  older  inflexions  being  the  phrase  (still  retained  at  the 
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present  day)  '  for  than  anes '  =  for  the  nonce.  So,  too,  in  the  Xorth- 
ern  dialect  during  the  E.  Eng.  period  the  article  remains  the  same 
for  all  genders  and  cases — but  not  in  the  Southern  dialect,  in  which 
the  masculine,  feminine,  and  neuter  forms,  and  some  case  endings,  were 
preserved  as  late  as  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  if  not  much 
later. 

In  the  Northern  dialect  that  is  the  demonstrative  adjective ;  in 
the  Southern  it  is  the  neuter  of  the  definite  article. 


SINGULAR. 


Masc. 


Ncut. 

r  fat. 
(  fet. 


Gen.  fes,^ 


fare,  fere, 
far,  fer, 


fes. 


Dat.  fan,     fare,  fere,     fan.^ 
fane, 


fan, 
Ace.  <  }  fo, 

f  one,  ' 

fen. 


fan. 


FLURAL. 


Nom.  and  Ace.     f o,  f eo,  fa. 


Gen. 
Dat. 


fare, 
fan. 
fane. 


EXAMPLES  ; 

Zueche  tyeares  drivef  ]iane  dyevel  uram  f  e  lierte  as  \et  weter 
cachchef  ^ane  hond  out  of  f  e  kechene. — (Ayenhite,  p.  171.) 

be  f  ise  virtue  (pacience)  f  e  guode  overcomef  alle 

his  vyendes,  feme  dyevel,  fe  wordle  and  fe^vless. — (Ibid.  p.  167,) 

Vor  huanne  man  him  berf  hate  to  f  e  torment  and  f  e  zaule  and 
])et  bodi,  zuo  f  et  f  e  man  ne  may  slepe  ne  non  rest  habbe,  of  er  huyl 
Mm  benimf  Ipane  mete  and  fane  drinke  and  makef  him  valle  ine  ane 
fevre  ofer  ine  zuiche  zor3e  fet  he  nimf  ])ane  dyaf . — (Ibid.  p.  31.) 

fos  he  lyest  al  his  time  and  fe  m3t  and  feme  day. — (Ibid.  p.  52.) 

Loke  fet  f ou  hal3i  ])ane  day  of  f e  Sabat. — (Ibid.  p.  7.) 


1  These  forms  are  seldom  used  after  1300. 
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serve  fine  sseppere  fet  him  restede  Ipane  zevende 

day  of  workes  Jjet  he  hedde  ymad  ine  jje  zix  dayes  bevore. 

(Ibid.  p.  4.) 

Go  we  lpe7ie  narewe  wei  &  ])Gne  wei  grene. 

(Moral  Ode,  p.  32.) 

Ei3t  so  hit  farf  bi  ])an  ungode 

)?at  no3t  ne  su])  to  none  gode, 

And  is  so  ful  of  uvele  wrenche, 

j?at  him  ne  mai  no  man  at-prenche, 

And  can  wei  ])ane  fursstere  wai 

And  feme  bri3te  wei  lat  awai. — (Owl  ^  N.  p.  9.) 

Tho  hit  was  Eve  theme  Sonedai  the  deuelen  come  blaste. 

(St  Brandan,  p.  27.) 

The  thrid  dai  than  amorow  grisful  hit  sal  be  to  loke. 

(Early  Eng.  Poems,  p.  9.) 

And  so  he  lay  al  thulke  tyme  :   and  also  thane  friday. 
He  let  clipie  tlie  Saterday  the  freres  bifore  him  alle 
And  bed  alle  godne  day. — (Lives  of  Saints,  p.  39,  1.  198.) 

.     .     .     .     Ofte  heo  gaf  hem  mede 

For  to  faste  thane  fridai :  to  watere  and  to  brede. 

(Ihid.  p.  71.) 

And  God  zayf  ine  his  spelle  fet  liuo  fet  zene3e]?  aye  \iane  holy 
gost  he  ne  ssel  nevre  habbe  merci  ine  J?ise  wordle  ne  ine  fe  ofre. 

(Ayenbite,  p.  28.) 

To  quendride  his  lifere  soster  anon  he  gan  wende  * 

And  tolde  here  al  fe  lifere  cas :  fram  bigynninge  to  fan  ende. 

(Lives  of  Saints,  p.  63,  1.  198.) 

He  com  of  fern  adel  eye. — Oivl  ^  N.  p.  5,  1.  133.) 

Also  hit  is  bi  \an  ungode 

]?at  is  icumen  of  fule  brode. — (Ibid.  p.  .5,  1.  129.) 

Ine  \o  manere  and  ine  \o  vorbisne  hejj  pe  jjri  states  of  Godes 
zone  ine  erjje,  huiche  Jje  holy  gost  let  and  conduef ,  aze  zayjj  Sainte 
Panel. — (Ayenbite,  p.  122.) 
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###### 

Seynt  Jarao  seythc  tliat  orcyson 

Of  titer  holy  byleve 

Of  hiis  sikiiessc  hclthc  wynthe, 

IT  TT  TT  TT  ^  ^ 

That  no  fend  schal  reve  the  hel})c. 

{Shoreham^s  Poems,  p.  41.) 

Ich  am  that  ly3t 

Of  alle  the)'  worcllc  rounde  ahoute. 

(Ihlcl  p.  49.) 

.     .     .     ther  mot  atter  spousynge 
Be  ry3t  asent  of  bothe, 
Of  man  and  of  ^7^er  wymman  eke. — {I hid.  p.  57.) 

byternesse  of  mode 

That  hiis  thare  saule  galle. — (Ihid.  p.  92.) 

Therthe  schok,  the  sonne  dym  bycom 
In  thare  tyde. — (Ibid.  p.  86.) 

Therfore  nas  helle  nau^t  yschet, 
Ne  develyn  therinne  nau5t  ydut, 
Ine  tha7'e  crybbe. — (Ihid.  p.  157.) 

j)o  stod  on  old  stoc  j?ar  beside, 

Jpar  fo  ule  song  hire  tide, 

And  was  mid  ivi  al  bi  growd  ; 

Hit  was  fare  hule  earding-stowe. — (Oid  <)•  N.  p.  2.) 

j)e  ni3tingale  hi  ise^, 

And  pu3te  wel  wl  of  ])are  hale. — (Ihid.  p.  231.) 

Wostii  to  fan  man  was  ibore  1 

To  fare  blisse  of  hovene  riche. — (Ihid.  p.  25.) 

j)e  wranne,  for  heo  cuf  e  singe, 
•War  com  in  fare  more^eiing 
To  helpe  fare  ni3tegale. — (Ihid.  p.  59.) 

Of  f  isse  riche  (heaven)  we  f  enchet  oft 

&  of  fere  (helle)  to  selde. — (Moral  Ode,  p.  32.) 
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To  pere  blisse  us  bringe  god.     fe  rixlet  abuten  ende. 

(Moral  Ode,  p.  34.) 

In  Slioreham's  poems  we  have  an  example  of  the  pi.  dative  pane. 

For  ase  wymman  com  of  the  ryb 
Of  the  manncs  ry^t  syde, 
So  holyche  spouse  of  God 
Sprange  of  thane  wonden  wyde. 

(Shoreham,  p.  80.) 

III.  Many  of  the  older  forms  of  this,  wholly  unknown  in  the 
Northern  dialect,  are  preserved  in  the  Southern  until  a  very  late 
period.     It  appears  to  have  been  declined  as  follows. 


SINGULAR. 

'  Masc.  Fern.  JSfeut. 


Jjeos,  pos, 


(  peos,  pos,  \ 

Norn.  fes,'J)is,     \^^^Q^\  j^'s- 

Gen.    J^ises,  Jjisse,  jjises. 

T^        Mse,    ) 

JJat.  >         bisse,  bise. 

pisen,  ) 

fisne,  f esne,  ) 
Ace.  [  bisse,      bis. 

berne,2  y       '      -^ 


Pl-URAL. 


Nom.  fcos,  ])es,  pos,  Jjis,  fise. 

Gen.    Jjise,  fisse. 
Dat.    fise,  Jjisen. 

Ace.    Jjes,  fiise. 


ferne/^ 

\)es  bo3  hej?  monie  tuygges. — (Ayenhlte,  p.  41.) 

&  wij)ynne  a  lytel  stounde  ]>es  man  fat  semede  so  colde  &  a  fyle 
mesel  werf  whyt  &  fayr  &  sty^  up  in  to  fe  aer. 

(Cotton  MS.  Vesp.  D  vil,  fol.  145  a.) 

])es  William  regnede  pryttene  3er  a  monf  lasse. 

(Ibid.  fol.  145  a.) 

])es  Odo  wastede  &  destruyede  fe  kyng  hys  rentes  and  escheytes. 

(Ibid.) 
j)GS  Edward  was  ve^T  of  body. — (Ibid.  fol.  291  b.) 

j)es  (=  this  man,  i.e.  Lotharius)  was  a  lettrede  man. 

(Ibid.  fol.  280  h.) 

1  Eetained  as  late  as  1387.  ^  Eetaiiied  as  late  as  1340. 
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In  hys  viirde  ^er  fcs  (Honorius)  changede 
Jje  copes  of  freres  carmes. 

{CotUm  MS.  Vesp.  D  vii,  fol.  288  h.) 

Jpes  seyde  pat  he  was  Ihesus  Crist. — {Ihld.  fol.  283  h.) 

])60s  Corsa  hadde  a  bole. — {Ihld.  fol.  28  h.) 

j)ues  mayde  was  y wedded  to  Robert  de  Briii3. — (Ibid.  fol.  284.) 

He  lay  by  piies  mayde. — (Ibid.  fol.  272  a.) 

Jpareuore  fe  kyng  caste  to  wedde  ])ues  wyncbe. — (Ibid.) 

\)eos  (these)  pre  lawes. — {Ibid.  fol.  45.) 

])ues  (these)  uorsede  men  ....    chese  pe  uorsede  Edward  pe 
elderc  to  be  here  lord. — {Ihld..  fol.  289  h.) 

))ues  voure  breddes  (birds)  quap  pe  kyng  bep  my  voure  sones. 

{lUd.  270  h.) 

On  helle  is  unger  &  perst,  vuele  tuo  ifere 

\)os  pine  poliede  po  pe  were  mete  nithinges  here. 

{Moral  Ode,  p.  29.) 

Sculde  him  elc  man  pe  wile  he  mai  of  pos  helle  pine. — {Ihld.  p.  31.) 

\)eos  hule  abod  fort  (until)  hit  was  eve. — {Oivl  Sf  N.  p.  2.) 

Ac  lete  we  awei  ])0s  cheste. — {Ihld.  p.  7.) 

Heo  bigan  to  sike  sore :  and  in  tho3te  stod 

Alias  heo  seide  that  ich  scholde  tlilsne  day  evere  abide. 

{Lives  of  Saints^  p.  51.) 

Wend  he  seide  whan  thu  horn  comest  to  Edward  ^oiire  kyng 
And  sai  him  that  he  for  was  love  he  3af  thisne  ring 
Him  sende  here  his  ring  a3en  and  thonkede  him  also. 

{Ibid.  p.  106.) 

Mid  graate  wille  Ich  habbe  ])e7iie  paske  ywylned,  pet  is  to  zigge 
\)erne  dyap,  ])lse^  ssame,  ^ise  wendinge. — {Ayenhlte,  p.  133.) 

\)erne  =  ^esne,  is  peculiar  to  the  Kentish  dialect,  and  occurs  in  the 
poems  of  Shoreham.2 

•  Yise  shows  that  ssame  and  wendinge  are  feminine  nouns. 
2  For  thou  areredst  theme  storm. — {S/ioreham,  p.  161.) 


GRAMMATICAL    PECULIARITIES.  xlv 

0^  ])isen  we  habbef  vayre  vorbysne. — (Ayenhite,  p.  218.) 

In  yise  bene  (fern.)  fet  we  doj?  to  gode  we  bezeche]?  ane  yefj^e  of 
]?e  holy  gost. — (Ibid.  p.  89.) 

Tliissere  (gen.  and  dat.  sing,  fern.),  A.S.  yissere  ;  Thlssere  (gen. 
and  dat.  pi.),  A.S.  ])issera  occur  in  Shorebam's  poems. 

To  thyssere  joy  en  (joys)  scbolle  be  y-leyd  (placed)  alle  tlie 
joyen  that  mo3e  (may)  be  yseyd  (named). — {Slioreliam,  p.  126.) 

To  thyssere  joye  longye  (belong)  scholle  alle  the  joyen  that 
hyre  (to  her)  folle  (may  befall)  of  hyre  chylde  God. — [Ibid.  p.  123.') 

6.  The  plural  of  Adjectives  (mostly  of  Romance  origin)  in  -es,  as 
wateres  principales,  is  unknown  to  the  Northern  dialect. 

IV.    Degrees  of  Comparison. 

Adjectives  ending  in  -lich  (sing.),  -liche  (pi.),  often  form  the  com- 
parative in  -luker  or  -loker  (Kentish  -laker).  This  inflexion  is 
unknown  in  the  Northern  dialect,  in  which  the  affix  -llch  becomes  -lilc 
(-like)  -?//,  and  the  distinctions  between  the  singular  and  plural  forms, 
as  well  as  that  between  the  adjective  in  -llch  and  the  adverbial  in 
-liche,  are  lost  sight  of. 

The  affix  -lich  has  not  given  us  the  more  modern  -ly.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  this  latter  form  has  arisen  from  -llg  (thus  barley,  originally 
herlic,  is  corrupted  into  berlig  and  berley). 

Traces  of  this  corruption  occur  in  the  Ormulum,  in  which  we  meet 
with  the  double  endings  of  adjectives  and  adverbs  in  -like  and  -Z^3. 

V.    NumeraU, 

Some  Southern  numerals  (ordinals)  end  in  -the,  as  seofethe  (sevethe), 
seventh ;  ei^tethe^  eighth ;  neo^ethe  (nithe),  ninth ;  tethe  (tethe), 
tenth.2 

The  corresponding  ISTorthern  numerals  endin-nde,  -nd,  as  sevend, 
arJitande,  neghend,  tend,  and  are  doubtless  of  Danish  origin. 

The  Kentish  dialect,  like  the  old  Frisian,  prefers  -nde  to  -the. 

1  See  pp.  53,  96,  121,  127  of  Shorehara's  poems. 

2  The  forms  in  -nth  are  Midland  varieties. 
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1.  Droppinfj  of  the  final  -n. 

Seoven  (seven),  neo^en  (nine),  iii  the  Southern  dialect,  frequently 
drop  the  Ihial  -n,  as  seove  (sove)  ;  neoy.y  ne30. 

VI.    Adjectives  peculiar  to  the  Southern  dialect. 

}pllk,  pil/ra,  ])ulkj  yulke  (older  forms,  ^elllchj  ^elllche)  =z  this, 
these,  such-like,  are  not  employed  by  N^orthern  writers.  They  are 
still  retained  in  the  modern  provincial  dialect  under  the  form  thicky 
thuck,  thicky. 

Bather,  bathers  (of  both),  same,  twin  (two),  thrin  (three), 
si  ike,  silk,  sic  (such),  ])ir,  per,  \iere  (these),  are  unknown  to  Southern 
writers. 

peo:n"OUNs. 

Our  pronouns  are  substantially  Northern  ones.  The  Southern 
dialect  had  many  pronominal  forms  which  never  occur  in  any 
Northern  writer. 

The  following  table  exhibits  most  of  the  Southern  forms,  in  use 
during  the  xiiitli  and  xivth  centuries  : — 

I.  The  personal  pronouns  are ;  Ich  (I),  pu,  \)0u  (thou),  he  (he), 
heo  (she),  hit  (it). 

SINGULAR. 

Nom.      Ich,  uch,      fu,  Jjou. 
Gen.        min,  mi,        fin,^  fi. 


Dat. 
Ace. 


me. 


}.e. 


DUAL. 

PLUUAL. 

Nom. 

wit, 

we. 

Gen. 

unker. 

ure,  ur. 

Dat. 
Ace. 

/  unc, 
unk, 
'  hunke,  ) 

ous,  us. 

Nom.      get,  git,         3e,  ye. 

(    gunker,  ( eower, 

I    inker,      ( 
Dat.        gunk,  Cy.^,,,^,,, 

Ace.        ink,  ( 30U,  yow, 


3ure,  youre. 
eow,  ow,  ou. 


'  min  and  \yin  are  used  before  words  beginning  with  a  vowel ;'  mi  and  ]}i  before 
a  consonant.  They  follow  the  declension  of  the  adjective,  making  in  the  oblique 
cases  mine,  pine  ;  minen,  pinen,  &c. 
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SINGULAR, 
Masc.        Fern.       JS"eut. 
pheo,  -^ 

( ^'  { ^^'  i  hit, 

:N'om.      ha,    ^  hy,     j..^^ 
'  he,      I  he,      | 
I  hue,  J 

Gen.       his,       hire,     his. 

Dat.        him,     hire,     him. 

Ace.  jj:^'^^'(hrT"*- 

( ^""'  ( his,  j  ''■ 


PLURAL. 


N^om.      hi,  hii,  heo,  hue. 


Gen. 


( liire,  here,  heore, 


( huere,  hor. 
Dat.        heom,  huem,  hem,  horn. 

Ace.        hi,  his,  hise. 


Ich^  or  Uch  is  still  retained  in  the  modern  Southern  dialects 
under  the  forms  Uch  and  utcluj,  and  occasionally  contracted  into  cJi 
(as  chain  =  I  am,  chell,  cTdll,  I  will).  Eobert  of  Gloucester  fre- 
quently writes  IcJiolle  =  Icli  luolle,  I  will ;  Idiot  =z  Ich  icot,  I  know. 
Ic,^  Ik,  7,2  are  corresponding  Northern  forms. 

I  occasionally  occurs  in  the  Southern  dialect:  (1.)  before  verbs 
commencing  with  a  dental  or  nasal,  as  /  7iam,  I  am  not ;  /  7wt,  I 
know  not ;  (2.)  after  verbs,  as  mosti,  I  must ;  wolly,  I  will. 

Thritti  wynter  and  thridde  half  yer 
Havy  woned  in  londe  her. 

{Harrowing  of  Hell,  p.  15.) 

Thou  miht  wyten  in  thy  lay 

That  mine  ivollij  have  away. — {Ihid.) 

Thali  men  to  me  han  onde, 

To  love  nuly  noht  wonde 

Ne  lete  for  non  of  tho. — {Lyric  Poems,  p.  29.) 

Yhere  thou  me  nou,  hendest  in  helde 

Navy  the  none  harmes  to  hethe. — {Ihid.  p.  37.) 

^  In  the  earliej  periods  of  the  language,  le  is  the  ordinary  form. 

'  Many  editors  have  incorrectly  printed  ic  instead  of  ich  for  the  contraction  I*. 
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Mosti  rydun  by  RyLbesdiile 
Wilde  wymmen  forte  wale. 

{Lyric  Poems,  p.  33.) 

Ne  sixtu  wel  icham  aliue,  icltolle  segge  hou  it  is. 

(R.  of  Gl.  fol.  51  a.) 

Hii  verde  icliot  as  gydie  men  mid  wan  no  red  nas. — (I hid.) 

Icholle  suUe  rain  (lif)  dere  ynou. — {Ihld.  fol.  67  ^.) 

Tliulke  Woden  adde  a  wyf  that  ycliiped  was  Dame  Frye 
A  Latin  Dame  Venus  as  iciiahhe  ysed  nou  tuye. 

{Ibid.  fol.  69  a.) 

An  hendy  hap  iciiahhe  y-hent 
IcJiot  from  heuene  it  is  me  sent. 

{Lyric  Poems,  p.  28.) 
See  Lyric  Poems ^  p.  94. 

Vor  icham  mid  min  fon  in  eche  half  biset 

&  ^if  idiom  may  ouercome.  thoru  30U  the  bet 

Ich  30U  wolle  mid  me  at-holde  and  in  gret  richesse  3011  do. 

{R.  of  Gl.  fol.  39.) 

For  wohiy,  mdni,  hi  sul  fie  and  that  in-to  the  pine  of  helle. 

(Early  Eng.  Poems,  p.  12.) 

II.  A  or  Ha  =  He. 

This  form  is  very  common  in  all  the  Southern  dialects,  but  never 
occurs  in  any  Northern  writer.  It  is  still  preserved  in  the  modern 
provincial  dialects  of  the  South  of  England. 

Moi  belovad  be  loik  a  raw  or  a  yoong  hart :  Zee  !  a'  stand' th 
behind  our  wall  a'  look'th  voath  at  th'  winders,  zhowing  hiszel  droo 
th'  lattice. — {Song  of  Solomon,  Somersetshire  version.) 

Tha  voice  uv  ma  beluvid !  behold  ha  com'th  laipin  apin  tha 
mowntins. — {Sojig  of  Solomon,  Devonshire  version.) 

Every  body  kneows  owld  Barnzo,  as  wears  his  yead  0'  one  zide. 
One  night  a  was  coming  whoame  vrom  market,  and  v^ll  off's  hos  into 
the  road,  a  was  zo  drunk. — {Akerman^s  Wiltshire  Tales.) 
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Trevisa  uses  a  as  an  indefinite  of  the  3rd  pers.  pro.  r=  he,  she, 
it,  they. 

Hy  (they)  habbej?  no  wodes  jjerfore  a  make]?  ham  fuyr  of  tomes. 

{Cott  MS.,  Vesp.  D  vil,  fol.  28.) 

j)ixv  bujj  also  cicade  bryddes  Ipat  synggej)  atte  beste  &  habbej)  a 
pipe  opon  onder  jje  ]}rote  &  syngge])  betre  whane  Ipe  heued  is  offe  j^an 
whyle  hyt  ys  on  &  betre  whanne  a  bef  deed  ]?an  whyle  yaj  buj? 
Siljve.—{Ibid.  fol.  29  b.) 

He  ran  home  to  uore  &prayede  hys  wyf  ])at  hue  woldehelpe  for  to 
sane  hym  |jat  as  moche  as  hue  my3te  hue  scholde  make  here  self  uoal, 
bote  a  dude  ]?e  contrary,  &c. —  (Ibid.  fol.  222.) 

Yn  ]jis  ylond  growej)  a  ston  jjat  hatte  gagates  ;....«  ys  ablak 

as  gemnies  bu]) a  brenne]?  yn  water,  &c. — (Trevisa,  quoted  in 

Mo7Tis^  Specimens  of  Early  Evglish,  p.  334.) 

Also  ]?er  ys  yn  fe  cop  of  an  hul  a  buryel ;  everych  man  J?at  come]) 
&  metejj  ])at  buriel  a  schal  fynde  hyt  evene  ry^t  of  hys  onne  meete  & 
^ef  a  pylgrym  o])er  eny  wery  man  kneole]?  ]?erto,  anon  a  schal  be  al 
fersch  &  of  werynes  schal  he  feele  non  nuy. — (Ibid.  p.  337.) 

This  pronoun  is  used  by  Eobert  of  Gloucester  and  Shoreham. 
King  Arthure  a3en  J?e  brest  is  felawe  verst  ahitte, 
A3en  fe  brust  fat  a  vul  &  ne  mi^te  no  leng  sitte. 

(R.  of  Gl,  Cott  MS.,  Calig.  A  xi,  fol.  57  b.) 

Ac  a  deythe  (dies)  and  he  not  (knows  not)  wanne  (when). 

{Shoreham' s  Poems,  p.  3.) 

In  the  foreheved  the  crouche  a  set  (setteth). — [Ibid.  p.  15.) 

Ha  (Crist)  grade  *hely'  to  hys  fader. — [Ibid.  p.  86.) 

Dan  Michael  uses  only  the  older  form  Ha '  =  he. 

Ha  beat  (beats)  and  smit  and  (both)  wyf  and  children  ase  ha 
were  out  of  his  wytte. — {Aijenbite,  p.  30.) 

1.  Hine  (ace).  Him. 
In  the  Southern  dialect  hine  is  found  as  late  as  1340.     It  still 

'  In  the  older  stage  of  the  langu.age,  called  Semi-Saxon,  ha  =  she  and  they. 

e 
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exists  ill  tliu  modern  provincial  dialects  of  the  South  of  England 
under  the  forms  -en  or  -un.  No  trace  of  this  accusative  is  to  be  found 
in  any  Northern  writers ;  nor  is  it  used  in  the  Ormulum,  one  of  the 
earliest  of  Midland  productions,  where  its  2:)lace  is  supplied  Ly  the 
dative  liirn. 

EXAMPLES. 

A  kni3t  wyth  one  scharpe  spere 

Stang  lujne  i  the  ry^t  syde. — {ShorehanCs  Poems,  p.  86.) 

J?e  dyevel  ferto  proprelich  uondef  fane  man  :  fet  he  hine  my^te 
"vvyj)dra3e  uram  J?e  loue  of  God. — (Aijenbite,  p.  116.) 

})e  wrechche  ne  fengj?  of  him  fet  Jiine  halt. — (Ibid.  p.  128.) 

Third  Personal  Pronoun,  Feminine. 

The  Southern  personal  pronoun  of  the  3rd  person  is  Heo,  which 
occasionally  takes  other  forms,  as  Hi  (Kentish),  as  hue  (South 
Western).  Heo,  He,  Hue,  is  used  as  late  as  1 387.    See  extracts,  p.xlix. 

The  corresponding  Northern  form  is  Sco  or  Sho  (Midland  Sche), 
which  seems  to  have  arisen  out  of  the  older  (or  A.S.)  Seo  or  Sio,^ 
and  gradually  to  have  crept  into  the  Southern  dialect  towards  the 
end  of  the  xivth  century,  for  we  find  it  once  or  twice  in  Trevisa's 
translation  of  Higden's  Polychronicon  (1387),  where  heo  or  htce  is  the 
ordinary  form.^ 

"  Siborea  made  gret  mone  to-fore  Judas  of  here  wrechehede  lyf  & 
sorouful  j  how  heo  hadde  yput  here  yonge  sone  in  to  fe  stremes,  how 
heo  lost  here  hosbond  sodeynliche  &  how  shee  was  ymaryed  a^enes 
here  wjlle."— (Cotton  MS.,  Vesj).  D  vii,  fol.  137  a.) 

Hi  or  hj/,  her,  ace,  is  used  as  late  as  1327-77. 

The  ni3tingale  hi  ise3  (the  owl) 
And  hi  bihold  and  over-se3. 
An  thu3te  wel  wl  of  thare  hule 
For  me  hi  halt  lodlich  and  fule. — (Owl  <J-  N.  p.  2.) 

1  Ze  =  sh.e,  occurs  once  in  the  Ayenbite,  p.  102.  In  the  story  of  Genesis  and 
Exodus  (E.  Midland  dialect)  st/e  {sge)  occurs  several  times. 

2  I  do  not  find  an  earlier  instance  of  the  use  of  she  in  any  pure  Southern  writer. 
It  should  be  noticed,  perhaps,  that  such  a  form  as  seo  or  sio  would  not  become  she 
but  se  (ze)  or  si  (zi) ;  but  she  arises  out  of  a  form  like  sceo  or  scce. 
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And  [thu]  lerdest  Id  to  don  sliome 

An  unrijt  of  hire  licome. — {Owl  q  N,  p.  36.) 

Senne  (=  fern.)  hys  swete  and  lyketli, 
Wanne  a  man  hi  deth 
And  also  soure  liy  bryketli  (=  brookctli) 
Wane  he  venjaunce  y-seth. 

(ShorehaiTi's  Poems,  p.  102.) 

To  liealde  hy  (erthe)  op  hyt  nys  no  ned. — (Ibid.  p.  136.) 

Personal  Pronoun,  Srd  Perso7i  Plural. 

Hli,  Hi,  Heo^  =  they  ;  heore,  liiire,  hiiere,  lior,  hare  rr  their,  lieom 
{huem,  hem,  horn,  ham)  =:thein,  are  Southern  forms  (retained  as  late 
as  1387),  the  corresponding  K'orthern  ones  being  Thai  (tha),  thair 
(thar),  thaim  (tham).^ 

Hi,  them,  is  retained  as  late  as  1327-77  by  Shoreham. 

EXAMPLES. 

Ac  he  that  ine  saule  is  Strang, 

That  he  with-stent  hi  alle, 
And  hardeliche  hert  othre  men, 

Adoun  that  hi  ne  falle. 

ac  stonde. — (Shoreham^ s  Poems,  p.  14.) 

Anon  f  e  foend  fondeth  hy  so, 

And  he  ne  spareth  nanne. — (Ibid.  p.  16.) 

See  also  pp.  92,  94,  97,  112. 

The  forms  Jwr  and  ho7n  are,  perhaps,  Western  and  South-western 
forms.     The  Kentish  dialect  employs  hare  (hire)  and  ham. 

Hise  (His,  is),  (ace.)  =  them. 

Until  I  saw  the  Midland  version  of  Genesis  and  Exodus,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  hise  (is)  =  them,  was  peculiar  to  the  South- 
ern dialect.     But  though  it  makes  its  appearance  in  some  of  the  Mid- 

1  He  =  they  (East  Midland)  seems  to  have  arisen  out  of  Hia  or  Sie. 

2  Their,  Theim  (them),  are  Midland  varieties.  J?e33,  \>e'i,y,  occur  in  the  Ormulum. 
]pei  occurs  in  an  East  Midland  MS.,  Trin.  Col.,  Carab.  (xiiith  cent.),  and  in  the 
Story  of  Genesis  and  Exodus.     \>ay  is  used  occasionally  by  Trevisa. 

e  2 
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land  diiilects,  liuviug  8uiitliuni  teiKleiicies,  it  is  never  employed  l^y 
any  ^N'orthern  writer. 

Dr  Gajst  Ins  sliovvii  tint  this  pronoun  anijvvers  to  the  Gothic  his, 
ace.  of  els.  The  oldest  form  of  the  pronoun  in  English  appears  to 
have  been  hes. 

EXAMPLES. 

)pou  zayst  J^et  |jou  hest  zixti  year,  ])e  dyaj)  liise  he])  and  neuremo 
his  nele  Jje  yelde. — (Af/enhite,  j).  71.) 

God  ne  he])  hede  of  kueade  yeffes  ac  he  his  louef  trewe  and  guode. 

(Ihul  p.  192.) 

Alast  thanne  thet  he  [God]  is  vader  be  kende  and  be  ri^te,  he 
loveth  thet  he  heth  ymad,  ase  zayth  the  boc  of  Wysdome,  and  is 
zuete  and  niilde  and  zuo  loveth  and  dra3th  vorth  his  children,  and 
ham  deth  hare  prou,  and  betere  thanne  hi  conne  devisi ;  and  he  his 
byat  and  his  chasteth  huanne  hi  misdoth,  vor  hare  prou  ase  guod 
vader  and  bletheliche  he  his  ondervangth  huanne  hi  cometh  to  hyni. 

(Ibid  p.  100.) 

Of  France  &  of  ofre  Ion  des  fat  we  wonne  mid  ure  mi^te. 
We  mo  we  segge  ])at  we  nabbeth  to  ansuerye  no3t  mid  ri^te. 
Whan  hii  vorsoke  is  &  vor  slewfe  &  to  none  defense  ne  come 
Jpo  we  ])oru  chiualerie  out  of  hor  poer  is  nome. 

(R.  of  Gl.  fol.  60  h.) 

Tho  caste  this  gode  molde  hire  mantel  of  anon 
&  gurde  aboute  hire  middel  a  vair  linne  scete 
&  wess  the  meseles  vet  .  echone  ar  heo  lete 
&  wipede  is  nessce  afterward  .  &  custe  is  wel  suete. 

{Ibid.  fol.  123  b) 

3ef  he  hys  (Godes  hestes)  breketh  and  so  byloefth, 

Hys  saule  schal  he  spylle. 

3ef  thou  hys  halst  man,  God  the  seith, 

Ha  wole  be  the  so  kende, 

He  wole  be  fo  to  thyne  fon, 

And  frend  to  thyne  frende. — (Shoreham's  Poems,  p.  90.) 

Ten  hestes  haueth  yhote  God, 
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He  hys  wrot  (and)  Moyses  by-toke. 

In  ston  ich  wot  that  he  hys  wrot, 
In  tokne  of  sykernesse. 

{Shoreham^s  Poems,  p.  92.) 

Hise  (hys,  is),  (ace.)  =  her. 

The  Gothic  SI  r=  she,  makes  gen.  izos,  dat.  izal ;  a  cognate  root  is 
probably  preserved  in  the  Southern  form  Ms  =  her. 

)5ulke  soide  {fern.)  nymejj  his  (=:  herself)  in  and  bilevejj  iwis 
In  fe  childes  brayn  anhe^  fat  is  Jje  soule  fat  hext  is. 

(Pojmlar  Science,  p.  140.) 

And  3yf  man  halt  ase  hys  wyf 

After  the  gelt  [as]  hys  spouse, 
Tha^  he  by  hyi^e  ne  ligge  nou^t, 
Other  halt  hys  ine  hys  house. 
In  tome, 
Ne  schal  hy  noAi^t  departed  be 
Fram  liym  for  hordome. 

(Shoreham's  Poems,  p.  77.) 

Ho  (who)  halt  ys  (erthe)  o^1—(Ihicl  p.  136.) 

Josephes  Ihevdy,  tho  hy  vand  alone  him,  hi  wold  do  him  zene3i 
mid  hire,  ac  he  him  vledde  ase  wys  and  hise  vorlet. 

{Ayeribite,  p.  206.) 

The  guode  man  mid  the  rede  of  his  wyue  yeaf  his  cou  to  the 
preste  thet  wes  riche.  the  prest  hi  nom  blethliche  and  hise  zente  to 
the  othren  thet  he  hedde. — [Ibid.  p.  191.) 

Mochel  is  defouled,  mid  the  vet  of  volleres,  the  robe  {fem.)  of 
scarlet,  er-than  thet  the  kuen  his  do  an. — {Ibid.  p.  167.) 

Thervore  the  dyevel  playth  ofte  mid  the  zene^ere  ase  deth  the  cat 
mid  the  mouse  (fem.),  thanne  he  his  heth  ynome,  and  huanne  he  heth 
mid  hire  longe  yplayed  thanne  he  his  eth  (eateth). — (Ibid.  p.  179.) 

And  of  Alisondre  me  ret  thet  he  yaf  ane  cite  (fem.)  to  onen  of  his 
sergons  an  huanne  the  ilke  hise  wolde  forzake,  vor  thet  grat  thing  him 
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tho3to  to  iiimo  ziiyeh  yeftho;  Alisondre  answeredc  and  zayde  '  Ich  ne 

loky  najt  thot  belongeth  the  to  nimcno  ac  me  to  yeue.' 

{Ayenhlte,  p.  195.) 
See  also  p.  203. 

He  wende  him  wor])  to  chirche,  &  bivore  the  rod  com, 

&  mid  mek  herte  pitosliche  is  kinges  croune  (=  fem.)  nom 

&  sette  is  vpe  pe  rode  (fem.)  heved  (head  of  the  Cross). 

(K  of  Gl.  fol.  93  a) 

Possessive  Pronou7is. 

The  forms  urs  (ours),  yhures  (yours),  lilrs  (hers),  tliairs  (theirs), 
appear  frequently  in  Northern  works  written  during  the  earlier  part 
of  the  xivth  century ;  and  from  the  fact  that  the  Ormulum,  whose 
tendencies  are  Northern,  uses  ])e7,ys  (theirs),'  we  may  reasonably 
suppose  that  these  forms  were  in  use  much  earlier.  The  Southern 
corresponding  forms  were  ure,  eoivere,  -^ure,  hire,  here.  The  Northern 
dialect  has  also  such  forms  as  alUi^s  and  bathers  =.  Southern  ahe  (or 
aide?'),  of  all,  and  beire,  of  both. 

In  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  the  Northern  version  of  the  Cursor 
Mundi  we  have  the  phrase  *  fader  ures.^  In  a  Southern  work  of  about 
the  same  date  we  have  the  corresponding  phrase  '  fader  owre.' 

The  following  examples  will  illustrate  the  use  of  the  possessive 
pronouns  in  the  two  dialects. 

On  of  hem  wile  fi3te 
A^en  [other]  thre  kni3tes 
3ef  other  thre  slen  ure 
Al  this  lond  beo  i^otcre  ; 
3ef  we  ure  on  ouercometh  ymre'^  three 
Al  this  lond  schal  ure  beo. — [King  Horn,  p.  3,  E.  E.  T.  S.) 

A  man  of  thair  gains  an  of  ur 
If  urs  mai  him  win  in  stur, 
That  thai  be  urs  &  thair  airs  (heirs) ; 
If  thai  win  urs  that  we  be  thairs. 
[Northern  version  of  Cursor  Mundi,  Cott.  MS.  fol.  42.) 

'  In  some  Midland  writers  we  find  heres  and  hores  =  theirs. 
2  A  Northumbrian  could  say  yours  three. 
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Some  few  Midland  dialects  employ  the  forms  oureii,  youren, 
her  en.  This  seems  to  have  arisen  from  the  adjectival  use  of  these 
forms,    (In  the  Ayenbite  we  find  thinen  and  Mr  en  in  the  dative  case.) 

Demonstrative  and  Relative  Pronouns. 

The  nominative  ])e  is  seldom  used  in  the  Southern  dialect  after 
1250,  ])et  or  ^at  being  the  ordinary  relative  in  all  dialects.  Shoreham 
uses  ]}e  occasionally/  and  many  other  Southern  writers  preserve  the 
dative  and  accusative  forms,  thane,  than  (that),  ivhan,  wan  (which, 
what),  never  employed  by  Northern  writers. 

EXAMPLES. 

Therefore  thys  tale  rymeth 
Hou  men  in  senne  beth, 
And  hou  senne  ly-lymeth 
Than  that  to  senne  hym  deth. 

(Shoreham^ s  Poems,  p.  104.) 

To  wyte  (know)  thanne  wat  God  ha^t  (=  hot  :=  bids) 
Ts  eche  man  wel  y-halde  (bound). — {Ibid.  p.  91.) 

And  3et  for  al  Ipan  bi  is  dale,  thoru  hor  Infer  mode 
Hii  bro3te  oure  louerd  Ihesa  Crist  to  dejje  on  the  rode. 

{R.  of  Gl,  Cotton  MS.  fol.  23  b.) 

An  hwanne  heo  habbeth  me  of-slahe, 

Heo  hongeth  me  on  heore  hahe 

Thar  ich  a-schewele  pie  an  crewe 

From  than,  the  thar  is  i-sonie. — (Old  Sf  N.  p.  55.) 

The  thridde  condicion  thet  ssel  by  in  elmesse  is,  thet  me  (one) 
ssel  yeue  largeliche  be  than  (according  to  that)  thet  me  heth  huerof 

1  The  sixte  heste  scheweth  wel 
The  sothe  to  al  mankenne, 
The  dede  y-do  in  lechery 
Hys  ry^t  a  dedleche  senne. 
And  elles  nere  hyi^t  w^ui^t 
Forbode  araange  the  hestes  tenne  ; 
The  that  seggeth  hys  nys  nau2t, 
So  hare  wyt  is  al  to  thenne. 

{Shoreham' s  Foems,  p.  99.) 
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the  wysezciytli  '  Yet'  to  God  l)c  tlian  tliet  he  lieth  the  y-youe.' 

{Ayenh/'te,  p.  195.) 

The  ilke  thet  is  zuo  he3e  arise  ine  prosperite  thengtli  in  his  licrte 
verst  to  the  dignete,  efterward  to  his  prosperite,  efter  than  to  his 
riehesse  efterward  to  his  lostes  thet  his  body  heth,  efter  than  to  tho 
greate  vela3rede  thet  him  vol^eth. — {Ibid.  p.  24.) 

The  tliridde  werre  thet  the  wrethvolle  heth  is  to  tJum  thet  byeth 
onderhim,  thet  is,  to  his  wyve  and  to  his  mayne. — (Ibid.  p.  30.) 

Hit  is  a  perilous  ziknesse  thet  ne  may  na3t  tholye  thet  me  him 
take,  and  to  than  thet  alle  medicines  Avent  in  to  venim. — (Ihid.  p.  22.) 

Nou  ich  the  hahbe  ssortliche  yssewed  huyche  byeth  the  lyttle 
guodes  and  the  midel  guodes ;  noii  ich  the  -vvylle  ssewy  huet  ys  the 
zothe  guod  ari3t,  thet  makcth  than  thet  hise  heth  giiod ;  and  wyth- 
oute  ham  non  ne  wes  nevre  ari3t  guod. — (Ihid.  p.  79.) 

Saynt  Ion  ase  we  habbeth  yzed  toparteth  zeue  overcomeingges 
and  zeue  crounes,  thet  is  to  zigge,  zeue  maneres  of  medes  thet  God 
behat  to  than  thet  ouercometh. — (Ibid.  p.  170.) 

Two  kuynden  he  (Crist)  haf,  we  witen  bi  ])on 

j)a,t  he  is  sof  God  and  sojj  mon. — (Castel  of  Love^  p.  60.) 

Tho  hule  one  wile  hi  bi-tho3te 
And  after  than  this  word  up-bro3te. 

{Owl  ^  N.  p.  8.) 
Telstu  bi  me  the  wurs  for  than 
That  ich  bute  anne  craft  ne  kan. — (Ibid.  p.  28.) 

Ich  not  hu  mai  eni  freo  man 

For  hire  sechen  after  than 
3ef  he  biweneth  bi  hwan  he  lai 

Al  mai  the  luve  gan  awai. — (Ibid.  p.  52.) 

Ac  after  than  the  he  haved  idon  .  he  seal  ther  beon  idemed. 
Blithe  mai  he  thanne  buen  .  the  god  haved  iquemed. 

(Moral  Ode,  p.  27.) 

Efterw^ard  thench  hou  velezithe  thou  hest  yby  onbo3sam  to  thine 
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vader  and  to  thine  moder  and  to  tlian  to  Imam  thou  ssoldest  hou3e 
and  here  honoure. — {Ayenhite,  p.  21.) 

This  zenne  [of  prede]  is  ybounde  ine  than  thet  be  his  03ene 
mouthe  him  yelpth  other  of  his  wytte,  other  of  his  kenne,  other  of  his 
workes,  other  of  his  prouesse,  &c. — {Ihid.  p.  22.) 

An  sum  sot  mon  hit  tihth  thar-to 

Mid  alle  than  that  he  mai  do. — {Oivl  Sf  N.  p.  49.) 

Wostu  to  tha7i  man  was  ibore 

To  thare  blisse  of  hovene-riche. — [Ihld.  p.  25.) 

Evre-ilc  man  mid  than  the  he  haved  mai  biggen  heuene-riche. 

{Moral  Ode,  p.  24.) 

.     bi  than  3e  wite  than  ende. 

{Lives  of  Saints,  p.  72.) 

Anon  so  hi  se^e  the  monekes  come,  hi  gonne  to  singe  ymone, 
A^en  hem  with  gret  melodie,  as  hit  were  for  than  one. 

{St  Brandan^  p.  17.) 

This  holi  man  makede  loudere  song  as  hit  for  than  one  were. 

{Ihid.  p.  21.) 

Thyse  byeth  the  tuelf  articles  of  the  Cristene  Byleve  thet  ech  man 
Cristen  ssel  yleve  stedevestliche  (vor  otlierlaker  he  ne  may  by  ybor^e) 
huanne  he  heth  wyt  and  scele  ;  and  ther-of  byeth  tuelf  by  the  tale 
of  the  tuelf  Apostles  thet  hise  zette  to  hyealde  and  to  loky  to  alle 
thon  '  thet  wyleth  by  ybore. — {Ayenhite,  p.  11.) 

The  vifte  article  zuo  is,  thet  ha  wente  into  helle  efter  his  dyathe 
vor  to  dra^e  thannes  and  to  delivri  tlie  zaules  of  the  holi  vaderes  and 
of  alle  thon  thet  vram  the  gininnge  wordle  storve  in  zoth  and  guode 
byleave,  and  ine  hope  thet  hi  ssolden  by  ybor^e. — {Ibid.  p.  12.) 

And  thet  he  is  ase  the  ymaymed  ate  porche  of  the  cherche  thet 
ne  heth  none  ssame  vor  to  sseawy  alle  his  maimes  to  alle  thon  thet 
ther  guoth  vor  thet  me  ssolde  habbe  of  him  pite. — {Ibid.  p.  135.) 

He  naveth  bute  one  woning 
That  his  bischopen  much  el  schome, 
1  \}on  is  plural. 
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All  iiUu  tliait  tliut  of  his  110111(3 

Ilubbeth  i-liort  and  of  his  dede. — {Owl  Sf  N.  p.  Gl.) 

The  stone  upe  whan  ich  sitte  that  maketh  mo  sittc  aljove 
In  a  woi  ich  him  fond  ligge,  ther  no  neod  nas  to  ston. 

{St  Brandan,  p.  27.) 

Icholle  the  make  of  this  lond  kyng  thou  ssalt  yse 
&  this  lond  al  be  thin  :  &  the  othre  bruteine  be 
Vor  honour  of  bruteyne  to  wan  thou  addest  kunde. 

{II.  of  Gl.  fol.  34.) 

Ac  a3en  somer  the  empcrour  tho  he  adde  al  an  honde 
Wende  horn  towarde  Eome  and  mid  gret  love 
Nom  with  him  the  erl  of  Kent  thoru  wane  he  was  above. 

{IMd.  fol.  23.) 

He  let  at  Rome  an  stronge  dicli  make  al  aboute 

&  deop  a^en  Constantin  &  a3en  is  route 

Vor  to  holde  hom  ther,  thoru  wanne  hii  come  with  oute. 

{Ibid.  fol.  31  h.) 

Tho  adde  lie  al  is  wille  vor  wanne  it  was  al  ido. 

{Ibid.  fol.  38.) 

This  were  lo  ure  faderes  of  toan  we  beth.  snththe  ycome 
That  with  such,  treyson  abbeth  this  lond  thus  ynome. 

{Ibid.  fol.  42  b.) 

Hwat  senile  we  beren  biforen  us. 
mid  wan  scuUe  we  him  iquemen. 

{Moral  Ode,  p.  25,  1.  48.) 

To  ivan  were  hi  i-borene 

The  senile  ben  to  dethe  idemd  &  evre  mo  forlorene. 

{Ibid.  p.  25,  1.  53.) 

Ac  heo  nas  no^t  ah  war :  to  whan  hire  hurte  drou^. 

(Seinte  Margarete,  p.  25.) 

By  ry3te  toknynge  thou  ert  tlie  hel 

Of  loan  spellede  Danyel. 
Thou  ert  Emaus,  the  ryche  castel, 
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Thar  resteth  alle  werye ; 
Ine  the  restede  Emanuel, 

Of  wamj^  speketh  Ysaye. — [Shoreham^  p.  133.) 

Seint  Dunstan  com  horn  a3en  ;  &  faire  was  underfonge 
Ladde  his  abbey  al  in  pees,  fram  ivhan  he  was  so  longe. 

(Lives  of  Saints,  p.  37.) 
We  scolden  alle  us  bi-thenche  oft  and  wel  ilome 
hwet  we  beth  and  to  than  we  senile  &  of  2van  we  come. 

(Mural  Ode,  p.  32.) 

VEEBS. 

Present  Tense,  Indicative  Mood. 

For  the  various  dialectical  forms   in    the  present  tense  of  the 

Indicative  Mood,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Early  Eng.  Allit.  Poems, 

Introduction,  pp.  xx.-xxi. ;  Genesis  and  Exodus,  Introduction,  pp. 

xvii.,  xxvii. 

Third  Person  Singular  in  -th. 

Jennings,  in  his  Observations  on  the  Dialects  of  the  West  of 
England,  notices  the  fondness  for  the  inflexion  -th  (not  -eth),  instead 
of  -es,  in  the  3rd  per.  sing,  indie.  This  may  be  illustrated  in  the 
following  passage  from  the  Song  of  Solomon  in  the  Devonshire 
version  : 

A  corrHth  jumpin  upon  the  mountains.  He  starHth  behaine  our 
woU.  He  leuk'th  voath  vrem  the  kezment  an'  shoidth  his  zel  ta  th' 
lattice.— (Ch.  ii.  8,  9.) 

In  the  Southern  dialect  of  the  Early  Eng.  period  we  find  the 
same  fondness  for  the  inflexion  -th.  In  many  cases  it  distinguishes 
the  singular  from  the  plural,  as  ^i7ik^  =  appears,  ^inke^  =  appear. 

Ac  thanne  he  (the  dronke)  heth  yslepe,  and  comth  to  him  zelue 
thanne  he  yvelth  his  kuead  and  Tcnauth  his  folye  and  him  playneth  ^ 
of  his  harm. 

Aten  ende  the  zene^ere,  ase  zayth  Salamon  is  ase  the  ilke  thet 
slej>th  amide  the  ze  and  thet  ssip  spilth  and  he  ne  na3t  hit  ne  velth 
ne  none  drede  ne  heth. — (Ayenhite,  p.  128.) 

^  For  wane  ?  2  piayneth  has  plnyny  for  the  infinitive,  and  therefore  does 

not  suifer  contradiction  ;  its  plural  would  be  playnieth. 
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Preterite  Teitsc,  S'uKjnlar  Number,  Indlcatine  Mood. 

The  preterite  tense'  (first  and  third  persons  singular)  of  rerjular 
verbs  terminates  in  -de,  as  lovede,  Jiopede,  &c.  There  is  no  final  -e  in 
the  singular  of  Irregular  verbs,  e,  g.  slow  (=r  slew),  smot  (=.  smote). 
In  Northern  writers  we  often  meet  with  such  forms  as  slofjlie  (slew), 
sinate  (smote),  which  in  the  Southern  dialect  would  be  considered  as 
plurals. 

Second  Person  Slnrjidar,  Preterite  Indicative  of  Irregular  Verbs. 

In  the  oldest  English  or  A.S.  period  the  second  person  of  irregular 
verbs  ended  in  -e,  as  heolde  :=  heldest,  droge  :=  drewcst.  Those  that 
change  the  vowel  of  the  preterite  plural,  admit  of  vowel  change  in 
the  2nd  pers.  sing.,  as  bunde  (boundest),  d^-ife  (drovest),  clufe 
(cleavedst  or  clovest). 

The  Southern  dialect  of  the  Early  English  period  has  numerous 
examples  of  this  final  -e  in  the  2nd  pers.  sing.,  but  it  is  exceedingly 
rare  in  Northern  writers.  Dr  Guest  has  already  pointed  out  that  the 
author  of  the  Ormulum  exhibits  a  tendency  to  omit  this  -e,  as  badd 
=  baddest. 

Enes  thu  sunge,  ic  wod  wel  ware 

Bi  one  boure,  and  woldest  lere 

The  lefti  to  an  uvel  luve 

An  sunge  bothe  1036  and^buve 

An  lerdest  hi  to  don  shome. — (^Owl  ^  N.  p.  36.) 

Thar-to  fou  stele  in  a  day 

And  leidest  thar-on  thy  fole  ey. — (Ibid.  p.  104.) 

Slowe  thu  the  holi  prophete  :  to  wrothere  hele  dudestu  so. 

{Pilate,  p.  IIG.) 

Ihesu  for  loue  thou  stehe  on  rode, 
Eor  loue  thou  se-^e  thin  heorte  blod. 

{Lyric  Poems,  p.  69.) 

Thu  ^eue  us  weole  and  wunne 
Thu  brohtest  dai,  and  Eve  ni3t. 

{Relig.  Songs,  p.  65.) 
^  It  is  thus  distinguished  from  the  past  participle  which  euds  in  -ed. 
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Ich.  wille  speke  toward  the 

Also  thu  speke  toward  me. — {Oiol  ^  N.  p.  20.) 

And  levedy,  the  was  wel  wors, 
Tho  (when)  that  thou  se^e  in  dede 
Thy  leue  childe  reulyche  y-nome 
And  ase  a  thef  forth e  lede. 

{ShorehanCs  Poems,  p.  83.) 

Preterite  Tense,  Plural  Number,  Indlcrxtive  Mood  of  Regular  Verbs, 

The  plural  of  the  preterite  in  the  Southern  and  Midland  dialects 
terminates  in  -en.^ 

The  -n  is,  however,  frequently  dropped,  as  in  the  following 
examples  : — 

&  alle  the  men  that  hiifounde  hii  slowe  as  hii  come. 

{R.  of  Gl,  fol.  34.) 
And  the  peces  Jloive  aboute 

And  smyte  on  this  lithere  men  .  wel  harde  to  the  grounde. 

{St  Katlierine,  p.  96.) 

Hi  nome  ken  hokes  of  ire  :  and  hire  flesche  to-gnowe. — {Ibid.) 

In  norjjhumberland  hi  bigonne  &  ther  hi  slo^e  to  grounde. 

{Ibid.  p.  87.) 

&  hi  seye  hire  (the  cou)  sittc  a  dai  in  the  valeye  ther-doune. 

{St  Kenehii,^.  54.) 

Voivel  change  in  the  Plural  Preterite  of  Irregular  Verbs. 

The  Southern  dialect,  as  in  the  older  stages  of  the  language, 
changes  the  vowel  of  the  preterite  pi.  of  that  class  of  verbs  repre- 
sented by  binden  (to  bind),  driven  (to  drive),  eleven  (to  cleave),  in 
which  the  vowel  of  the  pret.  pi.  is  the  same  as  the  past  participle. 
The  Northern  dialect  does  not  furnish  us  with  any  examples  of  this 
vowel  change. 

And  (hi)  yeueth  ham  to  sterue  vor  the  loue  of  him  (Crist)  thet 

1  The  Northern  dialect  has  no  inflexion  in  the  sing,  or  pi.  pret. 
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star/  vor  ham,  otliur  ino  the  loiide  beyendc  the  ze  other  inc  anothre 
stede. — {Ayenhlte^  p.  1G5.) 

Ila  wcnte  into  hellc  ....  to  delivri  the  zaules  of  the  holi  vaderes 
and  of  alle  thon  thet  vram  the  giningge  of  the  wordle  starve  in  zoth 
and  guode  byleaue,  &c. — (^Ihld.  p.  12.) 

Alle  hi  stunien  in  zor3e  ine  the  desert. — (^Ihtd.  p.  G7.) 

And  hor  either  a3en  other  gaderede  hor  ost  vaste 
So  that  hii  come  and  siyiite  an  bataile  atte  laste. 

{R.  of  Gloucester,  Cott.  MS.,  Calig.  A  xl,  fcl.  29.) 

For  meni  men  3?/ye  oure  louerd  god  :  that  were  of  gode  t]io3t 
To  susteynie  his  apostles. — (Judas  Iscarlot,  p.  110.) 

Preterite  forms  of  Regular  Verbs  peculiar  to  the  Southern  dialect. 

1.  Some  few  verbs  in  the  Southern  (and  in  some  of  the  Midland 
dialects)  ending  in  -che  or  -ge  often  make  their  preterites  and  past 
participles  in  -nte  [-nde)  and  -nt  {-nd). 

Pret. 
(  cleinte 

( clente 

dreynte 

(meinde 
meynde 
qiieynte 
seinde 
seinte 
(  spreynte 
(  spreynde 

2.  The  preterites  of  such  verbs  as  drede,  lede,  sjjrede,  &c.,  were  in 
the  Northern  dialect  dredde,  ledde,  spredde,  forms  which  are  also 
found  in  the  Southern  idioms,  but  in  the  latter  dialects  we  often 
find  a  change  of  vowel,  as 

Inf.  Pret. 

!  cladde 

clethe  J 

drede  (dread)  dradde 

grede  (cry)  -     gradde 


Inf. 
clenche  (fasten) 

drenche  (drown) 

menge  (mix) 

quenche  (quench) 
senge  (singe,  toast) 
sinke  (sink) 

springe  (sprinkle) 


Past  Parf. 
icleint 

iclent 

idreynt 

imeind 

imeynd 

iqueynt 

iseind 

iseint 

ispreynt 

ispreynd 


Past  Part, 
iclad 

idrad 


igrad 
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Inf. 

Pret. 

Past  Part. 

lede  (lead) 

ladde 

ilad 

leve  (leave) 

lafte 

ilaft 

reve  (bereave) 

rafte 

iraft 

schede  (slied) 

scliadde 

ischad 

sprede  (spread) 

spradde 

isprad 

swelte  (die) 

swalte 

iswalt 

threte  (threaten) 

tliratte 

ithrat 

Infinitive  Mood  in  -en  ;  Gerund  in  -enne  or  -ene. 

The  Northern  dialect  drops  the  -en^  of  the  infinitive,  which  is 
retained  by  the  Southern  and  Midland  dialects.  The  -n  is  mostly 
dropped,  and  the  final  -e  strongly  sounded  represents  the  older 
inflexion  -an^  as  liveojye^  to  creep,   yeue^  to  give.^ 

The  gerundial  infinitive  in  -enne  or  -ene  (originally  in  -anne  or 
enne)  survived  as  late  as  1340.  It  more  often  takes  the  inflexion  -e 
of  the  infinitive.^ 

Ich  ne  loky  na^t  ]jet  belonge])  fie  to  nimene  ac  nie  to  yeue. 

{Ayenhite,  p.  195.) 

He  ous  yef]}  his  blod  to  drinke  and  his  vless  to  etene. 

{Ibid.  p.  146.) 

The  inflexion  -enne  of  the  gerundial  infinitive  being  pronounced 
very  much  like  the  present  participle  in  -inde  or  -ende,  is  very  often 
confounded  with  it,  and  before  the  date  at  which  La3anion's  Brut 
v.^as  written  we  find  the  participle  in  -inde  or  -ende  doing  duty  as 
the  gerund  ;  thus,  to  lielpinde  ^=  to  helpenne,  to  help. 

When  the  -inde  or  -ende  became  -inge  or  -ing  the  mistake  still  held 
its  ground,  as  we  find  late  in  the  xivth  century  such  forms  as  to 
kepynge  ■=zto  kepene  =to  keep,  &c. 


^  In  the  Northern  dialect  we  meet  with  many  verhs  ending  in  -en,  hut  they  are 
not  to  be  regarded  as  infinitives,  but  rather  the  earfiest  examples  of  such  forms  as 
lighten,  darken  {=  to  make  light,  to  make  dark),  &c. 

^  This  full  form  -en  is  frequently  used  by  poetical  writers  as  a  convenient  rhym- 
ing syllable. 

3  What  some  writers  have  called  the  long  forms  of  the  infinitive  used  by 
Chaucer,  us  to  done,  to  slane,  are  in  reality  gerundial  infinitives. 
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Damascus  ys  to  mcnijiuj  schedyng  Llod. 

{Tremsa,  1387  Cuttim  MS.,  Tib.  D  vii,  fol.  9  a.) 

Hy  (they) tau3te  ham  to   hoiitijng  and  to  scltetynrj. 

{Ibid.  fol.  15  a.) 

Also  he  hadde  sum  tyme  yuonge  to  kepynge  his  dou3ter  of 
Frauns,  vor  a  scholde  marye  here  to  his  soiie. — (Ibid.  fol.  272  a.) 

])ues  men  wonede  under  )}e  hulles  of  Jude  ....  and  wente 
(turned)  to  robbyruje  &  reuynge. — {Ibid.  fol.  281  b.) 

Infinitives  in  -ie  or  -y. 

Infinitives  in  -ie,  -?/e,  or  -y^  (from  older  forms  in  i-an),  are  exceed- 
ingly common  in  the  Southern  diahjct  as  late  as  1387.  No  trace 
whatever  of  this  inflexion  is  to  be  found  in  any  Northern  work,  and 
though  met  with  in  the  West  Midland  are  of  rare  occurrence  in  the 
East  Midland  dialect  of  the  xivth  century.  They  are  still  retained  in 
some  of  the  modern  dialects  of  the  South  of  England.^ 

"  Chell  lohistley  and  zing  and  capery  vor  oil  yow  cheesen." 

(Exmoor  dialect.') 
Present  Participles. 

The  present  participle  in  the  Southern  dialect  terminates  in  -inde., 
in  the  Northern  in  -ande  {-and)  :  as  Southern  lovinde.  Northern 
lovande  (lovand). 

As  early  as  the  beginning  of  the  xivth  century  we  find  a  tendency 
in  some  of  the  Southern  and  Midland  dialects  to  use  the  form  in 
•inge  (-ing)  instead  of  -inde  or  ende.^ 

In  Trevisa's  translation  of  Higden's  Polychronicon,  written  1387 
(Cotton  MS.,  Tib.  D  vii),  there  are  no  examples  of  participles  in 
-ende  ;  all  end  in  -inge  or  ing. 

In  the  Northern  dialect  the  -and  was  employed  as  late  as  the 
xviith  century. 

^  Many  verbs  adopted  from  the  Romance  dialects  took  this  inflexion,  as  chasty 
=  chastise  ;  crouny^  to  crown ;  sovy,  to  save,  &c. 

2  Dr  Barnes  has  shown  that  they  still  exist  in  Dorsetshire,  as  mowy^  to  mow  ; 
zawy,  to  sow. 

3  -end  is  a  Midland  form,  and  is  frequently  used  by  Gower ;  -ande  {-and)  was 
adopted  in  some  of  the  Midland  dialects,  and  is  most  frequently  employed  by  East 
and  West  Midland  writers.     The  participial  form  in  -ing  is  no  doubt  a  corruption 


GRAMMATICAL    PECULIARITIES.  IxV 

Past  Participles. 

1.  In  the  Southern  dialect  up  to  a  very  late  period  the  t-  or  y- 
(A.S.  ge)  was  retained  as  the  prefix  of  the  past  participle  :  as  idemd, 
judged  ;  iliote,  called. 

1^0  instances  of  this  prefixal  element  is  to  be  found  in  any 
Northern  writers.  In  Midland  works  with  Northern  tendencies,  like 
the  Ormulum,  the  i-^  is  frequently  dropped. 

Tiie  modern  Southern  dialects  have  corrupted  this  prefix  into 
«,  as  ayete  =  eaten  ;  ahroke,  broken. 

2.  Past  Participles  of  Strong  or  Irregular  Verbs  originally  ended 
in  -en :  as  ibroJcen,  broke ;  icorven,  cut ;  ifaren,  gone.  Southern  writers 
frequently  omit  the  -n,  as  in  the  following  passages.  ^ 

j)e  tyding  to  ])e  contasse  sone  was  ycome, 
]?at  hire  louerd  was  aslawe  &  ]?e  castel  ynome. 

(R.  of  G.,  Cotton  MS.,  Calig.,  A  xl,  fol.  51  a.) 

ycome  =  yeomen  (come) ;  ynome  =  ynomen  (taken). 

But  when  the  participle  is  used  adjectivally  in  the  plural,  the 
full  form  is  often  retained,  as  yhoiuidene  (bound),  yhrokene  (broken) . 

Northern  writers  never  omit  the  -n,  and  instead  of  ycome, 
ynome,  &c.,  write  comen,  nomen,  <fec. 

Negative  Verbal  Forms. 

The  Northern  dialect  makes  but  little  use  of  negative  forms, 
which  are  very  common  in  Southern  writers. 

nam,  am  not ;  nis,  is  not. 
wesjwas  not ;  nere,  were  not. 

of  -inde,  and  not  of  -ende  or  -ande.  As  before  observed,  there  is  good  evidence  for 
supposing  that  the  sounds  of -mc?g  and  -inge  (and  -en;  see  Genesis  and  Exodus, 
p.  xxxviii.)  were  closely  related  ;  in  fact,  we  find  kervynge  (=  kervinde  =  cutting) 
rhyming  vfithf^nde. 

"  Ho  hath  in  his  front  strong, 
An  horn  foure  feet  long, 
So  as  Y  in  hokesf gnde 

No  rasour  is  so  kervynge."  —  {K.  Alys.,  11.  6551-2.) 
'  This  y  or  i  is  frequently  found  :  1.  in  other  parts  of  the  verb,  as  yleve,  to  believe ; 
yknau)p,  knows   {Ayenbite).      2.   In  nouns,   as  y-fion,  arrows ;  yvon,   foes  ;    ihede 
(prayers).     3.  In  adjectives,  as  yredy.,  ready ;  ywer^  wary  {Ayenbite).     4.  In  ad- 
verbs, as  ylome,  frequently;  ymene  (in  common). 

-  All  Trevisa's  past  participles  of  strong  verbs  end  in  -e. 

f 
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nahhe,  liave  not ;  ndhy  hatli  not. 
ntulcy  had  not ;  7iot,  knows  not. 
nost,  knowest  not ;  nude,  knew  not. 
7ulle,  nihf  will  not. 

Verbal  prefixes  peculiar  to  the  Southern  dialect. 

1.  An  (a),  as  aiifjinne  {anfjinne)^  to  begin.     Anrjrise  (ar/rise),  to 
terrify.     Anhete,  to  inflame,  kindle.     Anhitte^  to  strike.     Anhomje 
to  hang.     Anlihiy,  to  compare.* 

2.  Of ;  (rt.)  for  (negative),  ofpincJie  »=  for  think,  repent ;  of-guo  = 
forgo;  of'holde,  withhold.'^  (J).)  for,  as  in  ofseclie,  seek  for;  of  sendee 
send  for. 

?t.  At  (A.S.  mt)^  as  ot-herde^  burst  from ;  at-ioite,  English  at-ivif, 
reproach;^  at-route,  to  advance. 

Adverbs. 

The  Southern  dialect  retains  numerous  adverbial  forms  un- 
known to  the  ]N"orthern  speech. 

1.  Adverbs  in  -e  .•  as  {a.)  longe  (for  a  long  time) ;  unri-^te,  mckedly 
(b.)  ene,  tivie,  thine*  (N'drthern  aneSy  twies^  thries^)  ==  Semi-Saxon 
enerij  tweien,  thrien,  A.S.  cene,  twiwa,  thryioa.  (r.)  henne,  hence  ; 
thenney  thence  ;  whenne,  whsnce  ;  =  hennene  (Jieonene,  heomien)  ; 
wlianene  (whannenj  wannen) ;  thanene  (thennen)  ?==  A.S.  heon-any 
thanon,  hwanon.^ 

2.  Adverbs  in  -es,  as  alles,  altogetlier ;  wllles,  willingly ;  tlio7ikes, 
willingly  (as  his  thonkes  =  he  being  willing)  ;  unthonJces,  un- 
willingly. 

3.  Adverbs  in  -en,  ferren,  selden,  tvMlen  (=z  also  ferre,  seJde, 
while).  The  Northern  forms  end  in  -um  or  -om,  as  ferrum,  seldum, 
whilom. 

^  In  the  Southern  dialect,  such  verbs  as  ago,  aicake,  arise,  are  exceedingly 
common,  but  scarcely  ever  occur  in  any  Northern  works. 

2  of-serve  occurs  in  Southern  writers  for  deserve. 

3  Chaucer  uses  at-renne  and  at-rede  (to  run  from,  out-run ;  get  rid  of,  out- wit). 
*  neode,  nede,  occurs  for  nodes  =  needs,  of  necessity. 

5  These  forms  are  not  unknown  to  the  Southern  dialect. 

6  Towards  the  middle  of  the  14th  century  these  forms  became  hennes,  thennes, 
tvhennes  {whannes).  The  corresponding  Northern  forms  are  hethen,  thethen, 
u'hethen  {quethen). 
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4.  Adverbs  in  -waf,  as  ahvat^  aJhuef,  until,  neiwat,  nearly.^ 

5.  Ac  (but)  ;  eJc  (also) ;  so — so  (as — as) ;  forte  {for  to),  until.^ 

6.  Dropping  of  e,  as  «3e,  ai/e,  again ;  sithtJie,  seththe,  since, 
afterwards. 

The  following  forms  are  peculiar  to  the  Southern  dialect. 

1.  An,^  on,  in  (before  a  vowel) ;  a  (before  a  consonant) :  e.  g.  An 
erjje,  in  earth ;  an-ende,  lastly ;  an-he^,  on  high ;  a-lyve,  alive  • 
a-slepe,  asleep.'* 

The  JN'orthern  dialect  prefixes  on :  as  on-live,  alive ;  on-loft,  aloffc ; 
on-slepe,  asleep  ;  on-slante,  aslant,  &c. 

The  preference  for  on  explains  the  curious  ISTorthern  forms, 
obove  (above) ;  oniang  (among) ;  ollne  (alike)  ;  onan  (anon). 

2.  Fram,  from  (jSTorthern /ra  ;  Midland /ro). 

3.  Mid,  mide  (Northern  ivith). 

4.  Tojjpe  (Kentish),  above,^ 

'  -gate,  as  in  algate  (algatcs),  thusgafe,  swagafe,  is  unknown  to  the  Southern 
dialect. 

2  Sum,  as  ;  warne,  unless ;  utwith,  without ;  imvith,  with  ;  fonvith,  hefore,  are 
not  used  by  Southern  writers. 

3  An  is  used  by  Southern  writers  as  a  separate  word,  as  well  as  a  prefix.  It  is 
still  known  in  Sussex,  where  the  peasants  say,  "  Put  your. hat  a«." 

*  The  a  is  still  preserved  manon  =  in  one  (minute),  a-hunting,  a-building,  &c. 
5  a^  5==  to  ;  til,  to,  are  not  found  in  the  Southern  dialect. 
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SOUTHERX. 

NOUTllERX. 
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Ch 

K 

i 

V 

F 

ii 

Z 

S 

iii 
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A 

iv 

E 

A 

iv-v 
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I 

vi 

Eo  (le,  Ue) 

E 
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Ea  (Ya,  Ye) 
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ix 
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0 

X 
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Large  number  of  plurals 

in  -en  (-n) 
UnknoAvn 

Plurals  in  -ren 

Plurals  in  -e 

Genitive     singular      of 

feminine  nouns  in  -e 
Genitive  plural  of  nouns 

in  -ene  and  -e 
Adjectives  retain  many 

of  the  older  inflexions 

)?a,  ))o  (fem.),  the 

]pes  (masc),   Ipeos,  yues 

(fem.),  this 
Beye^  both,  gen.  pi.  heire 


KORTHERN. 

Very  few  plurals  in  -en 

{-en) 
Br  ether,     childery     ley, 

liend 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 

Unknown 

Adjectives  drop  all  the 
older  inflexions,  ex- 
cept alder  and  hatlier 

Unknown 

Unknown 

UnknoAvn 
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Ixix 


SOUTHFRX. 

j)at,  ])et,   neuter  of  the 

article 
Atten,       Attan,       Atte 

(masc.) 
Atte?-  (feni.),  at  the 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Ich,  Uch,  I 

-4,  Ha,  he 

Hi,  He,  Heo,  Hue,  she 

Hine  (ace.),  him 

Hi,  Hii,  Heo,  Hue, 
they 

Heo,  Here,  Hire,  Hor, 
Heore,  Hiiere,  their 

Hew,,  Horn,  Ham,  Heom, 
Huem 

His,  Hise,  Is,  them 

His,  Is  (ace),  her 

lire  (On  re),  eower 
{youre),  here  {hire), 
ours,  yours,  theirs 

Wan  (which) 

~e])  in  all  persons  of  the 
pi.  pres.  indie. 

-e,  -est,  -e])  {-]>),  the  in- 
flexion of  the  sing, 
pres.  indie. 

-ede,  -edest,  -ede,  the  in- 
flexion of  'the  sing, 
past  indie,  of  regular 
or  weak  verbs 

-e,  the  ending  of  the  2nd 
pers.  past  of  irregular 
or  strong  verbs 

Change  of  vowel  in 
pret.  pi.  of  strong 
verbs 

Infinitives  in  -en,  -e 

Gerundial       Infinitives 

in  -ene 
Gerundial       Infinitives 

in  -ing 


NORTHERN. 

])at,    a     demonstrative 

pronoun 
Unknown 

Unknown 

])er,  \iir,  \iere,  their 

])as  (those) 

Slilc  {sic),  such 

Unknown.    Ik    and    / 

used  instead 
Unknown 
Unknown.     Sco,    scho, 

sho,  used  instead 
Unknown 
Unknown.  ])a, \a}j, used 

instead 
Unknown.     \)air,   par, 

used  instead 
Unknown.    ])am,  palm, 

used  instead 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown.  Urs,yhom'es, 

])  a  ires    ( J)  a  irs) ,    used 

instead 
Unknown 
-es  in  all  persons  of  the 

pi.  pres.  indie. 
-es  in  all  persons  of  the 

sing,  pres.  indie. 

No  inflexion  in  the 
sing,  past  indie,  of 
strong  verbs 

IsTo  inflexion  in  the  2nd 
sing,  past  indie,  of 
irregular  verbs  • 

Unknown 


Infinitive  ending  drop- 
ped 
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xlvi 

xlviii,  xlix 
li 

li 
li 

li 
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liii 
liii 
liv-v 


Iviii 
lix 


See  Early  Eng. 
Allit.  Poems, 
pp.  XX,  xxi 

See  Ibid. 
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SOUTHERN. 

Infinitives  in  y  or  el 

-Inde  or  (-inr/e)  the  end- 
ing of  the  present 
participle 

y-  prefix  of  the  past 
participle 

-n  dropped  in  past  par- 
ticiple 

Schal  (ssel),  snolde, 
scholde 

j)arf  (need),  \erfte, 
\p,rste  (needed) 

\)onkes^  willing ;  un- 
ymkeSi  unwilling 

Henne,  ])enney  hwannef 
hence,  thence,  whence 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Adverbs  in  -e,  as  ene, 
twie,  thriey  neode,  nede, 
once,  twice,  thrice, 
needs 

Adverhs  with  prefix  an- 

Unknown 


Unknown 


NORTHEUV. 

Infinitive  ending  drop- 
ped 

-ande  (-and)^  the  ending 
of  the  present  parti- 
ciple 

7j-  omitted  as  the  sign 
of  the  past  participle 

-71  never  dropped  in 
past  partici])les 

Sal  (shall),  szi/cZ  (should) 

)prt?-,  fcr,  ]>urt 
Unknown 

He])en,  Jjcjie/i,  vdie'^eriy 
(que])en),  used  instead 

Mun,  mon  (shall) 

Ha  (have),  7na  (make), 
ta  (take) 

Unknown 


Unknown 

Su7n  (as),  fra  (from),  til 
(to),  at  (to,  sign  of 
infinitive),  at  (that), 
warne  (unless) 

Affixes,  -gate,  -linges 


TAOE 


Ixiv 
Ixiv 

IXV 


See  Hampole's  P. 
of  Consc.  p.  xxiv. 


Ixvi 
Ixvi 


See  Hampole's  P. 
of  Consc.  p.  xxiv. 
Ixvi 


Ixvii 
Ixvii 


Ixvii 


III.  LEXICOGRAPHICAL  DIFFEREXCES. 

The  differences  in  the  vocabularies  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
dialects  may  be  discussed  at  a  future  period  under  the  following  heads  : 

I.  Words  peculiar  to  the  Southern  dialect,  e.g.y  dene^  a  dean, 
valley  ;  more,  a  root ;  zuol'^,  a  plough,*  &c. 

II.  Words  peculiar  to  the  Northern  dialect,  e.g.,  hrathe,  wrath  ; 
fel,  a  hill ;  ivil,  astray,  &c. 

HI.  Double  forms,  one  of  which  is  found  in  the  Southern  dialect 
and  the  other  in  the  jSTorthern,  e.g., 


SOUTHERN. 

NORTHERN. 

SOUTHERN. 

NORTHERN. 

^/y 

^UiJ 

woe,  woke 

wayke  (weake) 

snihbe 

snaipe^  (snub) 

&c. 

&c. 

^  Plough  does  not  occur  in  A.S.  writers  ;  and  Southern  authors  of  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  centuries  employ  it  only  in  compound  terms,  q,s  plow -land,  &c. 
2  Snaipe  and  wayke  are  evidently  Norse  forms. 


OUTLINES  OF  KENTISH  GEAMMAR. 

(a.d.  1327—1340.) 

NOUNS. 

1.  Gender.  The  genders  of  Nouns  are  the  same  as  in  the  older 
stages  of  the  language. 

2.  Declension.     Nouns  may  be  divided  into  four  declensions. 

DIVISION    I. 

Nouns  of  the  n  declension,  containing  masculine,  feminine,  and 
neuter  substantives  ending  in  -en  or  -e  (originally  in  -a  or  -e)  and 
forming  the  j^lural  in  -en  (originally  in  -cm). 

DIVISION   II, 

Class  i.  Nouns  (originally  feminine)  ending  in  a  consonant  and 
forming  the  plural  in  -en  (originally  in  -a). 

Class  ii.  Nouns  (originally  feminine)  ending  in  -e  (originally  in  -u) 
and  forming  the  plural  in  -en  (originally  in  -a), 

DIVISION    III. 

Class  i.  Nouns  (originally  neuter)  ending  in  a  consonant  and 
having  the  singular  and  plural  alike. 

Class  ii.  Nouns  (originally  neuter)  ending  in  a  vowel  (originally 
in  -w,  -e,  or  -u),  together  with  some  few  ending  in  a  consonant  and 
forming  the  plural  in  -en  (originally  in  -u). 

DIVISION    IV. 

Class  i.  Nouns  (originally  masculine)  ending  in  a  consonant  and 
forming  the  plural  in  -es  (originally  in  -as). 

Class  ii.  Nouns  (originally  masculine)  ending  in  a  vowel  and 
forming  the  plural  in  -en  (originally  in  -u). 
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DIVISION    I. 


E.E. 


SINGULAR. 


Masc.  Fern.  Neut. 

Nom.    Sterre  (star),  tonge  (tongue),  e^e  (eye). 


Gen.      Sterre, 


Dat.  \ 
Ace.  ) 


Sterre, 

E.E. 

Masc. 

Sterren, 


N'om.  \ 

Ace.    ) 

Gen.      S  terrene, 

Dat.       Sterren, 


tonge, 
tonge. 

Fern. 


tongen, 


e3e. 
639. 

PLURAL. 

Neut. 
e^en. 


tongene,  e^ene. 

sterren,  e^en. 

In  like  manner  are  declined : — bee,  pi.  been;  cliirche,  pi.  chirclien; 
eare,  ere  (ear),  pi.  earen,  eren;  jlo  (arrow),  pi.  flon;  fo  (enemy),  pi. 
fori;  gome,  gume  (man),  pi.  gomen;  to  (toe),  pi.  ton;  wise  (manner), 
pi.  wisen;  woke,  imike  (week),  pi.  woken. 


DIVISION  II. CLASS    I. 


SINGULAR. 

Nom.    Zauel  (soul). 
Gen.     Zaule. 
Dat. 


Ace. 


Zaule. 


PLURAL. 

Nom.  Zaulen. 
Gen.    Zaulene. 
Dat. 


Ace. 


Zaulen. 


Thus   are    declined : — ben    (prayer),  pi.    benen;   edder    (adder),    pi. 
eddren;  zyn  (sin),  pi.  zynnen.     N^t  (night),  wi-^t  (wight). 


CLASS    II. 


SINGULAR. 

Nom.  Dore  (door). 
Gen.    Dore. 
Dat. 


Ace. 


Dore. 


PLURAL. 

Nom.  Doren. 
Gen.    Dorene. 
Dat. 
Ace. 


Doren. 


To  this  declension  belonged  originally  cu,  cou  (cow),  pi.  kun^  ken 
(kine). 


Ixxiv 
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DIVISION  II. 
8INGULAK. 

Nom.  and  Ace.  Ilors  (horse). 
Gen.  Horses. 

Dat.  Horse. 


-CLASS    I. 

I'LUKAL. 

Xom.  and  Ace.  Hors. 
Gen.  Horse. 

Dat.  Horse. 


After  the  same  manner  are  declined  : — hus  (house) ;  thr  (deer) ;  bern 
(child) ;  sjjel  (story) ;  ssep  (sheep) ;  loif  (woman,  wife) ;  yer  (year). 


CLASS    II. 
SINGULAR. 

Kom.  and  Ace.  Ssip  (sliip), 
Gen.  Ssi2)es, 

Ssipe, 


j  (tree). 


Dat. 
Ace. 


PLURAL. 


Nom.  and  Ace.  Ssipen, 


Gen. 


Dat. 
Ace 


;! 


Ssipene, 
Ssipe, 

Ssipen, 


traw  j 

trow 

trowea, 

trauwes. 

trawe, 

trowe. 

!trauwen, 
trowen, 
tren. 
/  trauwene, 
\  trowene, 
\  trene. 

Strauwen, 
trouwen, 
tren. 


In  the  same  way  are  declined : — dyevel  (devil)  ;  vet  (vat) ;  hevedy 
heaved  (head) ;  Urn  (limb) ;  riche  (kingdom) ;  token  (sign) ;  soi'we 
(sorrow) ;  wonder  (marvel) ;  werre  (war).  CaJf,  child,  ey  (egg),  lamb, 
form  their  plural  in  -ren  (originally  -ru)^  as — Galvren  (A.S.  cealfru) ; 
childreny  childern  (A.S.  cildru)  ;  eyren  (A.S.  cegru) ;  lamhren  (A.S. 
lamhru), 

DIVISION    III. CLASS    I. 


E.E. 

SINGULAR. 

E.E. 

PLURAL. 

Nom.  and  Ace. 

Del  (part). 

Nom. 

Deles. 

Gen. 

Deles. 

Gen. 

Delene. 

Dat.  \ 
Ace.  ) 

Dele. 

Dat.  j 
Ace.  ) 

Deles. 
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Thus  also  are  declined  : — ■day ;  engel  (angel) ;  veld  (field) ;  mouth 
(mouth) ;  ling ;  ston  (stone)  ;  icey  (way).  Viend  (enemy),  miend 
(friend),  are  used  as  plurals,  the  older  forms  being  fijnd  or  feond, 
frynd  or  freorid.  Winter  has  the  pi.  winter  and  winters;  got,  gayt 
(goat),  makes  the  pi.  geet,     Vader  drops  the  -es  in  the  genitive  case. 


CLASS    II. 
E.E.  SINGULAR. 

Noni.  and  Ace.   Sone,  Sune  (son). 
Gen.  Sone,  Sune. 


Dat.  ) 

.        [  Sone,  Sune. 

.Ace.  / 


E.E.  PLURAL. 

^om.       Sonen,    Sunen    (Sune, 

Sunes). 
Gen.        Sonene,  Sunene. 
Dat.         Sonen,  Sunen. 
Ace.         Sone,  Sune  (Sonen). 

In  the  same  manner  are  declined : — dorter  (daughter),  pi.  do-^tren; 
moder  (mother),  pi.  modren;  r other  (ox),  pi.  rotheren;  2;oi^^er  (sister), 
pi.  zostren.  Brother,  moder,  dorter,  are  indeclinable  in  the  genitive 
singular.     Brother  makes  the  plural  hrothren. 

Case  endings. — a.  The  dative  singular  of  all  the  declensions  is 
denoted  by  a  final  e.  Words  ending  in  /  change  it  into  v  before 
adding  e.  Nom.  wyf ;  Dat.  vnjve.  Nouns  having  a  short  vowel 
before  d,  t,  double  these  letters,  as — Kom.  hed;  Dat.  hedde. 

h.  The  A.S.  dative  pi.  -um,  in  some  few  cases,  is  denoted  by  -e; 
in  the  majority  of  instances  it  is  the  same  as  the  nominative. 

ADJECTIVES. 
For  declension  of  Adjectives  see  p.  xxxvi. 

PRONOUNS. 

I.    PERSONAL    PRONOUNS. 

The  personal  pronouns  are  :  Ich  (I),  ^ou  (thou),  he  (he),  lii  (she), 
Idt  (it). 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 


Nom.    Ich.*  })U,  JJOU. 

Gen.     mill,  mi.  fin,  ])i. 

Dat. 


.  me.  be. 

Ace.  *  ' 


we.  ye. 

oure.         youre. 

OUS,  us.       you. 


'  This  pronoun  is  still  preserved  in  the  South-Western  dialects  under  the  forms 
Uch  and  Utchy. 


Ixxvi 


!N  om. 

Gen. 
Dat. 

Ace. 
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PLURAL. 


SINGULAR. 
Ihn.  Netit. 


him, 

C  hine, 
(  him, 


Kom.       lii. 


Gen. 

Uat. 

Ace. 


hire, 
hare. 

liam. 

hi,  his,  hise,  ham. 


The  personal  pronouns  are  frequently  used  reflectively  ;  as,  Ich 
me  reste,  I  rest  myself. 

Self  is  declined  like  an  adjective  (in  the  oblique  cases,  selve  sing, 
and  pi.) ;  so  that  we  easily  understand  such  forms  as  Ich  silf  =  I 
myself;  \)u  silf  ^^  thou  thyself;  (Ich)  me  sylf  =z  I  myself,  where 
self  is  placed  after  the  dative  of  the  personal  pronoun.  Cp.  Fr.  moi- 
meme,  hii-meme,  &e. 

II.    POSSESSIVE    PRONOUNS. 

The  possessive  pronouns  are  identical  in  form  with  the  genitive 
case,  e.g.  owe  =  our,  ours,  of  us ;  you7-e  =z  your,  yours,  of  you ; 
hare  =  their,  theirs,  of  them. 

III.    INTERROGATIVE  PRONOUNS. 

Masc.  and  Fern.  Neut. 

Nom.  hua.  huet. 

Gen.    huas.  huas. 

Dat.     huam.  huam. 

Ace.    huan,  wan.  huet. 

VERBS. 

Moods. — There  are  four  moods  :  Indicative,  Subjunctive,  Impera- 
tive, and  Infinitive.  Besides  the  ordinary  infinitive  there  is  a  gerund 
(used  after  to)  ;  infin.  comen,  to  come ;  ger.  to  comene.  This  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  forms  is  not  always  preserved. 

Tenses. — Only  two  tenses  are  formed  by  inflection — the  present 
and  the  past. 
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Participles. — The  present  participle  ends  in  -inde;  the  past 
participle  has  the  prefix  i-  or  ?/-  (unless  the  verb  commences  with 
one  of  the  following  prefixes  ;  a-,  at-,  bl-y  he-,  for-,  vor-,  of-,  to-,  un-, 
wiy). 

There  are  two  conjugations  of  verbs,  the  Strong  (or  irregular), 
and  the  Weak  (or  regular) . 

I.  WEAK  VERBS. 
CLASS    I. 

INFINITIVE  MOOD— Loulen,  loven,  to  love. 

INDICATIVE    MOOD. 

PRESENT. 

Singular.  Tlural. 


1.  Lovie,  love    Lovieth,  loveth 

2.  Lovest  Lovieth,  loveth 

3.  Loveth  Lovieth,  loveth 


PRET. 

Singular.  Tlural. 

1.  Lovede  Loveden 

2.  Lovedest  Loveden 

3.  Lovede  Loveden 


SUBJUNCTIVE 

MOOD. 

PRESENT. 

PRET. 

Singular.                       Flural. 

Singular. 

Plural. 

Lovie,  love      Lovien,  loven 

Lovede 

Loveden 

IMPERATIVE  MOOD. 

Sing.     Love.  Plural,  [a.)  Loviejj,  lovef  ;  (h.)  Lovie,  love 

(followed  by  the  pronoun). 

Gerund.  To  lovienne,  lovene. 

Pres.  Part.      Lovinde. 

Past  Part.       I-loved,  Y-loved. 

Like  lovie,  to  love,  are  conjugated  clepie,  to  call;  herie,  to  praise; 
hopie,  to  hope ;  makie,  to  make  ;  schunle,  to  shun ;  tholie,  to  suffer, 

CLASS   II. 


INFINITIVE  MOOD- 

— Hyere,  to  hear. 

PRESENT. 

PRET. 

Singular. 

Flural. 

Singular. 

Flural 

I.  Hyere 

Hyere]) 

1.  Hyerde 

Hyerden 

2.  Hyerst 

Hyere]) 

2.  Hyerdest 

Hyerden 

2;.  Hyerj) 

Hyereb 

3.  Hyerde 

Hyerden 
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SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 


PRESENT, 


PRRT. 


Singular.  Plural. 

Hyerde  Ilyerdeu 


Singular.  Plural. 

Hyere  Hyeren 

IMPERATIVE    MOOD. 

Sing.  Hyer.  Plural,  (a.)  Hyere  J; ;   {h.)  Hyere  (followed  by 

the  pronoun). 
Gerund.  Hyerene. 

Pres.  Part.       Hyerinde. 
Past  Part.        Yhyerd. 

1 .  In  the  3rd  pers.  sing,  indie,  of  verbs  having  t  or  d  for  the  last 
syllable,  t  is  often  used  for  -teth  or  -deth,  as  gret,  cries  j  let,  hinders ; 
letf  leads ;  zent,  sends  ;  ivent,  turns,  &c. 

2.  If  the  root  of  the  verb  ends  in  d  or  t  doubled,  or  preceded  by 
another  consonant,  the  de  or  te  of  the  past  tense,  and  -d  or  -t  of  the 
past  participle,  are  omitted :  e.  g.,  loende,  to  turn ;  pret.  ivende,  pp. 
ivend ;  lette,  to  hinder ;  pret.  lette,  pp.  yiet. 

The  following  verbs,  among  many  others,  belong  to  this  class  : — 


INF. 

PRET. 

PAST  PART. 

Calle,  to  call 

calde 

ycald 

Deme,  to  judge 

demde 

ydemd 

Deppen,  to  dip 

depte 

ydept 

Hede,  to  hide 

hedde 

yhed 

Kefe,  to  show 

kedde 

yked 

Lende,  to  lend 

lende 

ylend 

Ssrede,  to  clothe 

ssredde 

yssred 

Some  verbs  of  this 

class  have  double  forms  for  the  preterite  and 

past  participle. 

INF. 

PRET. 

PAST  PART. 

Glebe,  )         ^    ^ 
^,          >  to  clothe 
Clofe,  ; 

{  cledde 
(  cladde 

( yclad 
(  ycled 

Dele,  to  deal 

(  delte 
\  dalte 

(  ydelt 
1  ydalt 

Grede,  to  cry 

^  gredde 
(  gradde 

(  ygred 
(  ygrad 
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INF,  PRET.  PAST   PART. 

■r.    1     X       -.   .  ( redde  yred 

Kede,  to  advise  ]      -, , 

.  ( radde  jrad 

(  spredde  yspred 

feprede,  to  spread  ]  1 1 

( spradde  sprad 

CI      ,        ,  ,  ( swelte  yswet 

bweten,  to  sweat  ' 

( swalte  yswat 

Cacche   (catch)   and   techen   (teach)    make  the   preterites   ca^fe 
and  ta-^te. 

Habbe,  to  have,  is  thus  conjugated  : 

Indie.  Pres.  Sing.  1.  habbe;  2.  Jiest ;  3.  help. 

„         „  PI.  1.  habbe])  ;  2.  habbe];  3.  habbe]. 

Indie.  Pret.  Sing.  1.  hedde  ;  2.  heddeM  ;  3.  hedde. 

„         ,,  PI.  1.  2.  3.  hedde  (Jieddeii). 


CLASS    III. 

INDICATIVE  MOOD — Tellen  (A.S.  tellan),  to  tell. 

PRESENT.                                                                                  PKET. 
1 

Singular. 

JPlural. 

Singular.                         Flural. 

1.  telle 

telle]) 

1.  tealde                   tealden 

2.  telst 

telle]) 

2.  tealdest                tealden 

3.  teljj 

telle}) 

3.  tealde                    tealden 

SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 

PRESENT. 

Sing. 

telle                                              Plur.  tellen 

Sing. 

PRET. 

tealde                                            Plur.  tealden 

IMPERATIVE    MOOD. 

Sincj. 

telle. 

Plur.  (a.)  telle!)  :  (b.)  t( 

Gerund.  to  tellene. 

Pres.  Part.        tellinde. 
Past  Part.        y-teald,  ytalcL 

To  this  class  helong  the  following  verbs  : 

Begge,  buy  bo^te  yl^o^t 

Brenge,  bring  bro3te  ybro^t 
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Seche,  seek 

so^te 

y803t 

Zelle,  sell               , 

(  zealde 
i  zalde 

yzeald 
yzald 

Werchen,  work 

\vr03te 

ywro3t 

))enchcn,  seem 

J)03te 

yj)03t 

Zig(je  (zetjf/e)j  to  say,  makes   2iid  per.  sing.   pres.  indie.,  zat/st 
(zeayd);  3rd,  zayde  (zeayde). 
WiUe,  will,  makes  pres.  indie. 

1.  iviJle  2.  2vi!t  3.   ivile  (sing.) 

1.   2.   3.  2viUcp  (plural). 

Preterite     1.  wolde         2.  woJdest  3.  icolde  (sing.) 

1.   2.   3.   wolden  or  wolde  (plural). 

II.  STRONG  VERBS. 

(N'o  change  of  vowel  in  the  preterite  plural.) 
Infinitive,  Healde^  (to  hold). 

INDICATIVE    MOOD. 


PRESENT. 

PRET. 

Singular,                     Plural. 

Singular. 

Plural. 

1. 

2. 

Healde                    Healdef 
Healdest  (Halst)    Healde]) 

1.  Hield| 
Hild  1 

2.  Hielde 

Hielden 
Hielden 

8. 

Halt                        Healde]) 

SUBJUNCI 
PRESENT. 

3.  Hield 

IVE    MOOD. 

PRET. 

Hielden 

tSingular.                    Plural. 

Singular. 

Plural. 

Healde          Healden  (Healde) 

Hielde 

Hielden  (Hield 

IMPERAT] 

VE    MOOD. 

Sing.  Heald.                   Plura 

1.   (a.)  Healde]) 

;  (?>.) 

Healde. 

Gerund.  Healdene. 

Prest  Part.       Healdinde. 

_       ^  )  Yhealde. 

Past  Part,      j  ^^^^^^^^^^ 

Verbs  of  this  division  fall  under  three  classes  : 
*  Also  written  Hyealde. 
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CLASS   L 

PRESENT. 

PRET. 

PAST  PART. 

(a.)  Eere,  bear 

ber 

ybore 

Bidden,  bid,  ask 

bed 

yboden 

Bihote,  promise 

bihet 

bihote 

Breke,  break 

brec 

ybroken 

Ete,  eat 

et 

yyete  (=:  y-yeate) 

Fonge,  take 

veng 

yvonge 

Voryete,  forget 

voryet 

voryete 

Zitte  (sit) 

( zet  1 
Vzat) 

izete 

Speke  (speak) 

spek 

yspeke 

Wreke  (thrust  out) 

wrek 

/  ywreke 
(  ywroke 

(b.)  Come 

com 

ycome 

Neme,  take 

nom 

CLASS    II. 

ynome 

Bete,  beat 

byet 

ybyeten 

Cnowe,  know 

kneu 

yknowe 

VaUe,  fall 

vil 

yralle 

Lhepe,  leap 

/  hliep  \ 
Ihlip    1 

CLASS    III. 

yhlope  * 

Dra3e,  draw 

dro3 

.  idra^e 

Vare,  go 

vor 

ivare 

Hle3e,  laugh 

hlo3 

ihlo3e 

Vorzake,  forsake 

vorzoc 

vorzake 

Slea,  sle,  slay 

SI03 

isla3e 

Ssape,  create 

ssop 

issape 

Stonde,  stand 

stod 

ystonde 

DIVISION    II. 

(Change  of  vowel  in  pret.  plural.) 
Infinitive.  Binde,  to  bind  ;  Drive,  to  drive. 


Does  not  occur. 


Ixxxi 


xn 
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PRESENT. 
Singular. 
1.  Biiide,  Drive  \ 


2.  Biiist,  Drifst      Binde}),Dnve)) 

3.  Bint,  Diitp     J 


INDICATIVE    MOOD. 

PRET. 

Flural,  Singular.  Thtral. 

1.  Bond,  Drof         "\  _,        .     , 
I  Bounden' 

2.  Bounde,^  Drive  >  ^^  . 
\  Driven 

3.  Bond,  Drof        ) 


SUBJUNCTIVE  MOOD. 
PRESENT.  PRET. 

Singular.  Flural.  Singular.  Plural. 

Binde,  Drive.  Bounden,  Driven  |  Bounde,  Drive.     Bounden,  Driven 

IMPERATIVE   MOOD. 

Sing.  Bind,  Drif.      Plural,  [a.)  Binde]?,  Drivejj ;  (h.)  Binde,  Drive. 

Gerund.  Bindene,    Drivene. 

Present  Part.  Bindinde,  Drivinde. 
Past  Part.        Ybounde,  Ydrive. 

The  following  verbs  belong  to  this  division  : 


PRESENT. 


(a.)  Binde,  bind 
Bigiime,  begin 
Delve,  dig 
Drinke,  drink 

Terne,  (=.  eorne) 

Vinde,  find 

Vi3te,  fight 
Helpe,  help 

Zinge,  sing 

{b.)  Ber3e,  protect 
Kerve,  cut 
Sterve,  starve,  die 
Yelpe,  boast 

1  The  older  forms  are :    2nd 
makes  2nd  pers.  pret.  zunge  ;  1.  2 


CLASS   I. 

;  PRET. 

PAST   PART. 

bond 

ybounde 

bigon 

bigonne 

dalf 

ydolve 

dronk 

ydronke 

'  orn    : 
.  yarn  . 

y  yerne  (=  iurne) 

vond  1 
>  vand  ; 

yvounde 

vo3t 

yvo3te 

halp 

yholpe 

'zang| 
. zong  ) 

izonge 

bor3 

ybor3e 

carf 

ycorve' 

starf 

ystorve 

yalp 

yyolpe 

sing,  bunde  ;  1.  2.  3. 

pi.  hinden  ;  zinge,  to  sing, 

.  3.  pi.  zungen. 
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CLASS    IL 

PRESENT. 

PRET. 

PAST  PART 

Abide 

abod 

abide 

Eise 

ros 

yrise 

Ssrive,  shriue 

ssrof 

y  ssrive 

Smite 

smot 

ysmite 

Strive 

strof 

ystrive 

Write 

wrot 

CLASS    III. 

ywrite 

Bede,  offer 

byead  (■=.  bead) 

ybode 

Chyese,  choose 

cheas 

ychose 

Cyepe,  creep 

creap 

ycrope 

Vly,  flee,  fly 

vlea3 

yvlo3e 

Lyese,  lose 

( lyeas  ) 
\ leas    ) 

ylore 

Schete,  shoot 

,'  ssat    \ 
(  sseat  i 

yssote 

Lute,  \ 
Lote,  ) 

leat 

ylote 

Le3en,  lie 

lej 

( ilo3en 
V  ilowen 

Ssete,  shut 

sset 

issete 

Zi,  see 

Sethen,  seethe,  boil 

ze3 
seath 

{  iso3e 
(  ize3e 
isode 

Bugen,   1  ^^^ 
Buwen,  j 

bea3 

/  ibo3en 
( ibowen 

Lute,  \  , 

(  bow 
Lote,  j 

leat 

ilote 

Loken,  lock 

leac 

iloke 

^,.      '  [  ascend 

stea3 

isti3e 

fv  2 
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General  Remarks  on  the  Strong  (or  Irregular)  Conjugation. 

1.  If  the  base  of  a  verb  ends  in  -e  or  -ie  the  -e  or  -ie  is  the  -e  of 
the  inflexions  in  the  present  indicative  and  imperative,  as  vle\>  =. 
flees ;  zep  =  sees. 

2.  Verbs  having  -d  or  -t  as  the  final  letter  of  the  root-syllable, 
take  -t  instead  of  -de^  or  -te^,  as  the  personal  inflexion,  as  hint  = 
bindeth,  binds ;  grint  ==  grindeth,  grinds  ;  halt  z=.  holdeth,  holds  ; 
rit  =  rideth,  rides  ;  stont,  stent  =  standeth,  stands. 

3.  The  2nd  and  3rd  pers.  are  frequently  contracted  thus  :  est  =. 
eatest ;  binst  =:  bindest ;  drink]>  =  drinks ;  drif])  =  drives. 

4.  Verbs  whose  base  originally  terminated  in  g  often  retain  it 
under  the  form  3  in  the  2nd  and  3rd  pers.  sing,  indie.  :  as  dra^en,  to 
draw  ;  dra'^st,  drawest ;  dra'^py  draws ;  vlij  to  fly ;  vli:^st,  fliest ;  vZi^Jj, 
flies ;  wrif  to  cover ;  wri^]>,  covers. 

5.  In  some  verbs  the  vowel  is  changed  in  the  3rd  sing.  pres. 
indie,  as  healden,  to  hold ;  halt,  holds ;  hoten,  to  command ;  hat, 
commands ;  stonden,  to  stand ;  stant,  stands. 

ANOMA.LOUS  VERBS. 

1.  O^en,  Given,  to  own;  1st  and  3rd  sing.  pres.  indie.  03;  o^ew ; 
pret.  o'^te. 

2.  Am  is  the  1st  pers.  sing,  of  the  old  infinitive  v'esan,  to  be. 
The  other  persons  are  as  follows  : — 2nd  pers.  pres.  indie,  art ;  3rd, 
is  ;  pret.  1st,  was  ;  2nd,  loere ;  pi.  weren,  were. 

3.  Bi,  to  be  ;  ger.  byenne.  1st  pers.  pres.  indie,  bi ;  2nd,  best  ; 
3rd,  beth  ;  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  pers.  pi.  befh  ;  imper.  pi.  beth. 

4.  Ciinne,  to  be  able,  to  know;  1st  sing.  pres.  indie,  con  ;  2nd, 
const ;  3rd,  con  ;  pi.  connen  ;  pret.  cuthe,  couthe. 

5.  Daren,  to  dare.  1st  sing.  pres.  indie,  dor,  der ;  2nd,  darst  ; 
3rd,  dar  ;  pi.  dorren,  dorre ;  pret.  sing,  dorste. 

6.  Do,  to  do;  ger.  doenne.  1st  sing.  pres.  indie,  do  ;  2iidi,dest  ; 
3rd,  deth  ;  pi.  doth  ;  pret.  dede  ;  imp.  doth, 

7.  Guo,  to  go;  ger.  guonne.  1st  sing.  pres.  indie,  go ;  2nd,  gest  ; 
3rd,  geth  (pi.  guoth) ;  pret.  yede  ;  imp.  guoth  ;  pp.  iguo. 

8.  Mowen,  to  be  able,  may;  1st  sing.  pres.  indie.  may{mai)  ;  2nd, 
mii^t ;  3rd,  Tnay  (mai)  ;  pi.  mo'^en ;  pret.  mi^te. 
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9.  1st  sing.  pres.  indie,  mot,  may,  must ;  2nd,  most ;    3rd,  mot, 
mut ;  pi.  moten  ;  pret.  moste. 

10.  1st   sing.  pres.   indie,    ssel,    shall ;    2nd,    sselt ;    3rd,    ssel ; 
pi.  ssollen,  ssolle  ;  pret.  ssolde. 

11.  Witen,  to  know.  1st  sing.  pres.  indie,  wot;  ^ndi^wost;  3rd, 
wot ;  pi.  witeth  ;  pret.  wiste  ;  imp.  sing,  ivite ;  pi.  witeth. 

Negative  Forms. — Am,  have,  wille,  luiten  (know),  take  negative 
forms,  as  nam,  am  not ;  nis,  is  not ;  nes,  was  not ;  nedde,  had  not ; 
nele,  will  not ;  not,  knows  not ;  neste,  knew  not. 

ADVERBS. 

Many  adverbs  with  the  prefix  y  are  preserved,  as  yvere,  together  '> 
Home,  iholliche,  entirely ;  ymone,  together ;  ymene,  together. 

PREPOSITIONS. 

Atte,  Atten  (dat.  masc),  at  the  =  at  pan,  at  pene  ;  Atter  (dat.  fern.), 
at  the  =:  at  pere  ;  Mytter  (dat.  fem.),  with  the  :=  myd  pere, — are  used 
by  Shoreham  (see  pp.  34,  57,  64). 
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glutton 
after  the  hare 

of)  ::    : 


1.  The  sin  of  gluttony 

The  glutton  often  comes  to  the  gallows 

Five  kinds  of  gluttony 

1.  Eating  before  time 

2.  Immoderate  eating  and  drinking  .  . 
Gluttony  like  the  kite 
Hypocrites  are  the  devil's  martyrs     .  . 
Dispute  between  the  belly  and  purse  of  the 
The  tricks  of  the  devil  .  . 

3.  A  hasty  running  to  meat,  like  the  hound 

4.  Extravagance  (three  kinds  of) 
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In  idle  words  man  may  sin  in  five  ways 
Of  the  Sin  of  Boasting    .  . 

The  boaster  is  God's  thief 

Five  kinds  of  boasting 

The  boaster  is  like  the  cuckoo,  he  can  only  sing  of  himself 

Affected  humility — Many   folk   make    themselves    devils 
so  that  they  may  be  esteemed  angels 
Of  Flattery  

Flatterers  the  devil's  nurses  .  . 

The  Five  Boughs  of  Flattery 
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AYENBITE  OF  INWYT. 


AUTHOE'S  PREFACE. 

Aye  ]?e  uondi[?z]gges  of  fe  dyeule  :  zay  ])is  Jjet  uol^e]).  **  Zuete  iesu 
]jin  holy  blod  /  jjet  ))ou  sseddest  ane  ])e  rod  /  uor  me  and  uor  man- 
kende  :  Ich  bidde  J?e  hit  by  my  sseld  /  auoreye  Jje  wycked  uend : 
al  to  mi  lyues  ende.  ziio  by  hit." 

jpis  boc  is  dan  Michelis  of  Northgate  /  y-write  an  englis  of  his 
03ene  hand,  fet  hatte  :  Ayenbyte  of  inwyt.  And  is  of  ]pe  boc- 
house  of  saynt  Austines  of  Canterberi.  mid  J?e  lettres  :  C  :  C  : 


m:  c ;  c 


Holy  archan[g]le  MichaeL 
Saynt  gabriel.  and  Eaphael. 
Ye  brenge  me  to  ]?o  castel. 
j)eY  alle  zaulen  varejj  wel. 


Lhord  ihesvi  almi3ti  kyng.  jjet  madest  /  and  lokest  alle  fyng. 
Me  jjet  am  fi  makyng  :  to  pine  blisse  me  jjou  bryng.     Amen. 

Blind,  and  dyaf.  and  alsuo  domb.     Of  zeuenty  yer  al  uol  rond. 
1*^6  ssolle  by  dra^e  to  Ipe  grond  :  Yor  peny  /  uor  Mark  /  ne  uor  pond. 
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})ise  bye]}  ])e  capiteles  of  Jje  boc  uol^inde  /  And  bye]?  y-wryte  to 
vynde  y-redhche  /  by  ]>&  tellynge  of  algorisme  /  ine  huyche  leaue  of 
]je  boc  ])et  hy  by.  And  ine  huyche  half  of  Jje  lyeaue  be  tuaye  lettres 
of  ]pe  abece.  J^et  is  to  wytene  .A.  and  .b.  .A.  betocnej)  jje  uerste 
half  of  ])e  leaue  .b.  jje  ojjerhalf. 
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THE    TEN   BEHESTS. 


J)E    UORE-SPECHE.  Prologue. 

Almi^ti  god  /  yaf  ten  hestes  /  ine  fe  la3e  of  iewes  /  God  gave  Moses 
]?et  Moyses  onderuing  /  ine  Ipe  helle  of  Synay  /  ine  tuo  ten\p^on  two  ta- ' 
tables  of  ston  /  ]?et  were  i- write  /  mid  godes  vingre.  and  ^^^®  of  stone. 
him-zelf  /  efter  his  beriwge  /  ine  his  spelle  /  het  hise 
healde  /  and  loki  /  to  ech  man  /  jjet  wile  by  y-bor3e.  and  whoso  breaketh 
lino  jjet  agelt  /  ine  enie  of  ]je  ilke  hestes  :  him  ssel  jjerof  him  repent  tiiere- 
uorjjenche  /  and  him  ssriue  /  and  bidde  god  merci  /  yef 
he  wyle  by  ybor^e. 

)pis  boC  is  ywrite  /  '  Tins  book  is  writ- 

ten   for    English- 

uor  englisse  men  fet  hi  wyte  /  men,  that  they 

-  ^  .  n      1  1  •         I  may  know  how  to 

nOU  m  SSOlie  nam-zeiue  SSrme  /  shrive  and  cleanse 


and  maki  ham  klene  /  ine  fise  Hue. 


them  in  this  life. 

This  book  is 

)?is  boo  hatte  huo  |)et  writ  /  named  by  its  au- 

thor 
AYENBITE    OF    INWYT.  Ayen-bite  of 

.   T        ,    ,      T        .         ,  /  Inwyt  (Remorse 

auerst  bye])  pe  hestes  ten  /  of  conscience). 

First  are  the  Ten 
Beliests  that  all 
men  should  keep. 


))et  loki  ssolle  alle  men. 

]5E    UERSTE    GODES    HESTE. 


be  uerste  heste  bet  god  made  /  and  het :  is  bis.  "  bou  ^^^  ^^'"^^  ^°™' 

-"        "  '  ^  '  mandment, 

lie  sselt  habbe  /  nele  godes."  ])et  is  to  zigge  /  "  jjou  ne 
sselt  habbe  god  /  bote  me.  ne  worssipie  /  ne  serui.  And 
bou  ne  sselt  do  bine  hope  /  bote  ine  me."     Vor  be  ilke  / 

■•  ^  '      _  ■•  '     is  to  worship  one 

Jiet  de])  his  hope  /  he^liche  ine  ssepjje :  zene3e]7  dyad-  God. 
liche.  and  de])  aye  jjise  heste.     Zuiche  bye]?  fe  ilke  /  f et 
'    The  following  lines  are  written  continuously  as  prose  in  the  M8. 


O  THE    SECOND    COMMANDMENT. 

worssipej)  ]je  niomenGs.  and  make))  hire  god  /  of  ssepfe  / 
hiiich  )jet  hit  Ly. 
against  which  Aye  fise  heste  /  zenejoj)   bo  /  jjet  to  moche  /  louief 

they  sin  who  too      '    .  i  i  i  i  •  /  i  •   i 

much  love  their  Hire  guod.  gold.  ojjcr  zGUier.  o))er  opTG  J)i7?ges  /  erjjhche. 
Huo  fet  /  ine  Jjise  J?inges  agelte))  :  zettej?  zuo  moche 
liire  herte  /  and  hire  hope :  fet  hi  uoryetejj  /  hire 
sseppere.  an  \eiej>  him  /  fet  alle  Jjise  gnodes  ham  lenf. 
And  feruore  /  hi  ssolden  him  semi  /  and  |)onki  /  and 
toppe  alle  Jiinges  /  louie  /  and  worssipie  /  alzuo  fe  tekjj  / 
fis  uerste  heste. 


)?E    0])ER    GODES    HESTE. 

The  Second  Com-  ])G  ojjer  heste  /  ys  fellich.  "  jjou  ne  sselt  nime  / 
godes  name  :  in  ydel."  fet  is  to  zigge  :  "  fou  ne  sselt 
ziierie  /  uor  na^t  /  and  ■\vy))-oute  guode  scele."  pet  oure 
Ihord  him-zelf  /  ous  uorbyet  /  ine  his  spelle.  fet  me  ne 
ziierie  /  ne  by  f e  heuene  /  ne  by  Jje  erfe  /  ne  by  ojjie 

Swear  not  except    ssepfe.  )pa3les  ine  guode  skele  /  me  may  znerie  /  wyjj-oute 

other  good  cause,  zenne.  aso  ine  dome  /  huer  me  okse])  /  of  /  of  zofe. 
ofer  out  of  dome  /  in  o'pve  guode  skele.  and  clenhche  / 
and  skeluolliche.  Ine  non  ofre  manyere  /  ne  is  no  ri3t 
to  zuerie.  And  feruore  /  huo  ])et  zuerejj  \\d])-oute  skele  / 
fane  name  of  oure  Ihorde  /  and  uor  na3t :  yef  he  zueref 
uals  /  be  his  wytinde  :  he  him  uorzuerf.  and  dejj  /  to 
ayans  /  fise  heste.  and  zuerj?  dyadhche.  uor  he  zuerp  / 
ayens  inwyt.    })et  is  to  onderstonde  /  huanne  he  him 

Swearing  lightly  uorzueij)  /  be  J)03te  /  and  be  longe  fenchinge.  Ac  f  e 
ilke  ])et  zuerejj  zoj?  /  be  his  ^A^iinde  /  and  alneway  uor 
na3t.  ojjer  uor  some  skele  kueade  /  na3t  kueadliche  / 
ake  li3tliche  /  and  wyf-oute  sclondre  :  zuerej?  Ii3tliche. 
f a3les  fe  wone  /  is  kueaduol  /  and  may  wel  wende  /  to 
'v^  zenne  dyadlich  /  bote  yef  liim  ne  loki.     Ac  Jje  ilke  / 

swearing  wdeous.  bet  zuereb  hidousliche  be  god  /  ober  by  his  haben  /  and 

ly  is  deadly  sin. 

him  to-bre3jj  /  and  zayj?  him  sclondres  /  fet  ne  byej»  na3t 
to   zigge :  fe  ilke  zene3ej)  dyadliche.     l!^e  he  ne  may 
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habbe  skele  :  ]?et  he  him  mo^e  excusi.    And  fie  ilke  /  pet 
mest  him  wonej)  to  ziierie  :  mest  zene'^e'p. 

)PE    ))RIDDE    GODES    HESTE.  The  Third  Com- 

mandment 

})Q  jjridde  heste  /  is  jjellich.  "  Loke  /  jjet  jjou  hal3i  / 
])ane  day  /   of  fe  sabat  [Zeterday]."    jjet  is  to  zigge.       [Foi.  i.  b.] 
jjou  ne  sselt  do  /  ine  fe  daye  /  of  fe  sabat  [Zeterday]  / 
))ine  nyedes  /  ne  ])ine  workes  /  ])et  ])0U  mi^t  do  /  ine  opve 
dayes,     Ac  Ipon  sselt  J)e  resti  /  uor  betere  /  fe  yenie  to  Rest  the  seventh 
bidde  /  and  to  semi  fine  sseppere  /  ]?et  hirn  restede'/  j^ane  ggi^g  ood!"^  °^^^ 
zeuende  day  /  of  workes  /  Jjet  he  hedde  ymad  ine  fe  zix 
dayes  beuore.   ine   hnichen   he   made   |)e  wordle  /  an 
ordaynede  [di^te.].     j)is  heste  /  uolueljj  gostliche  /  him 
]}et  loke]?  /  be  his  mi3te  :  fe  pays  /  of  his  inwyt  /  god  uor 
to  serui  /  more  holylaker.     psinne  ])is  word  /  zeterday  /  Saturday  or  sab- 
f  et  ])G  iurie  /  clepejj  sabat.  is  ase  moche  wor])  :  ase  reste.    ^*  ^^^^^  res . 

jois  heste  /  ne  may  non  loki  gostliche  :  Jiet  by  ine 
inwyt  /  of  dyadlich  ze?me.    Vor  znich  inwyt  /  ne  may 
by  ine  reste  /  jjer  huyle  /  fet  hi  is  /  ine  zuich  stat.     And  instead  of  it,  Holy 
ine  ])G  stede  /  of  fe  sabat  /  Jjet  wes  straytliche  y-loked  /  day  in  the  New 
ine  ))e  yalde  la^e  :  zet  holi  cherche  /  fane  sonday  /  to  J-^^jy  ^^  ^' '''^'* 
loky  /  ine  fe  newe  la3e.  Vor  oure  Ihord  /  aros  /  uram 
dyafe  to  lyue  /  fane  zonday.    An  feruore  /  me  ssel  hine 
loky  /  and  urefie  /  zo  holyliche  /  and  by  ine  reste  /  of 
workes  /  ope  fe  woke,  and  more  of  workes  /  of  ze?zne. 
and  yeue  him  more  /  to  gostliche  workes  /  and  to  godes 
seruise  /  and  f  enche  /  ane  'his  sseppere  /  and  him  bidde  / 
and  f  onky  /  of  his  giiode.     And  huo  /  f  et  brekf  fane  and  whoso  breaks 
zonday  /  and  f  e  of  re  he^e  festes  /  f  et  byef  y-zet  to  loky  /  h"gh  feaS,  suis^ 
ine  holy  cherche  :  zene^ef  dyadliche  /  uor  he  def  /  aye  ^^^^^' 
f e  heste  of  god.   to-uore  yzed.  and  of  hoh  cherche  / 
bote  yef  hit  by  /  uor  zome  nyede  /  f  et  hoH  cherche 
grantef.     Ac  more  zene3ef  /  fe  ilke  /  f  et   dispendef  and  worse  if  he 

,  T         /         T  ,      n     ,         /  '  I         -t  ■        1         -I  I   spend  them  in  siu 

fane  zonday  /  and  f  e  testes  /  me  ze?2ne  /  and  ine  hordom  /  ^nd  whoredom. 
and  in  of  re  ze??nes  /  aye  god.     ))ise  fri  hestes  /  di3tef 
ous  /  to  gode  specialliche. 


TUE    FOURTH    AND    FIFTH    COMMANDMENTS. 


The  Fourth  Com-  Jp^    UER])K    CODES    HESTE. 

uuuidiueat. 

)5e  iiotJ)o  lieste  /  is  ))ellich.   "  Worfssipe  fine  iiader  / 

and  |)ine  moder.  uor  ))u  ssolt  libbo  ]?o  lenger  ine  yer])e." 

)5is  heste  /  ous  amonestej)  /  J)et  we  ous  loky  /  pet  we  /  ne 

Wrath  not  thy  Fa-  ^vHibbi  uader  /  nc  modcr  /  wytindeliche.     And  hue  bet 

ther  or  Mother.  rr  /  I       J  r 

onworjje])  /  his  iiader  /and  his  moder  /  be  his  wytinde  / 
ojjer  ham  missayj?  /  o]7er  wrefejj  /  mid  kueade  :  zene^ef 
dyadliche  /  an  brekjj  Jjise  heste. 
We  should  honour         jj^g  ijjgg  {\\^q  heste  /  is  onderstonde  /  be  worbssipe  / 

our  ghostly  fa-  '^  '  I    r  r       i      I 

thers  and  the  over-  jjet  wc  ssolle  here  /  to  ourc  iiadeies  /  gostliche.  bet  is  to 

lings  of  Holy  ^  '  / 

Church,  liam  /  ]?et  liabbejj  /  Jje  lokingge  /  ous  to  teche  /  and  ous  to 

chasti  /  ase  byejj  /  J)e  ouerlinges  /  of  holy  cherche,    and 

who  have  the  care  bo  bot  habbeb  /  be  lokiuge  /  of  oure  zaules  /  and  of  oure 

of  our  souls.  ■^      ^  ^  '   ^  ^     '  ' 

bodyes.     And  huo  jjet  nele  /  bou^e  to  ham  /  Jjet  habbejj 

J)e  lokinge  of  him  /  huanne  hi  techej)  f et  guod.    fet  me 

Disobedience  to     jg  y-hyalde  to  done  :  zeue^eb  kueadUche.     and  zuych 

them  is  a  deadly  -^ 

sin.  may  by  /  fe  onbo^samnesse  :  J?et  hit  is  /  dyadlich  zenne. 

The  Fifth  Com-  ))E    VIFTE    GODES    HESTE. 

mandment. 


Thou  Shalt  slay  no         j^e  vifte  hesto  /  is  bellich  /  "  bou  ne  sselt  /  sla^e  nenne 

man, 

man."   J)is  heste  uorbyet  /  Jjet  non  ne  ssel  /  sla3e  ojjren  / 
neither  for  venge-  uor    a-wrekinge.   no   uor   his    guodes.    ober   uor    obre 

ance,  nor  for  his 

goods,  for  this  is    wyckede  skele.  uor  J?et  is  zei^e  dyadlich.  J^a^les  uor  to 

deadly  sin.  ,  ..  /iii-/i 

It  is  right  to  slay   sla^c  Jjo  misdocres  /  ri3t  uor  to  done  /  and  loki  /  and 
uor  ofre  guode  skele.     hit  is  guod  ri^t  /  by  fe  la^e  /  to 
[Foi.  2.  a.]       ]^ij^^  ^qI  gggi  liii^  Jo  /  and  yhyealde  is  jjerto. 
In  this  behest  is  Jnc   bis  hcste  ys  uorbodc  /  zenne  of  hate  /  and  of 

forbidden  the  sin 

of  hate,  wrath,       wrcfc  /  and  of  grat  ire.     Yor  alse  zayj?  /  fe  writinge.  fe 

and  great  ire.  .n        /  -,  t  •      i  i        •      /  /  j^ 

The  brother-hater  like  /  Jjct  hate])  his  brofcr  :  he  is  /  mansla3])e  /  ase  to 

'    "      his   wylle  /  and   zene3e]j   dyadliche.  and  fe  ilke  /  fet 

To  bear  long         bcrb    lowgc  WTcbc  /  aycus  o]}ren.   vor  zuich    wrejje  / 

wrath  against 

others  is  a  deadly  lowgc  yhyealde  /  and  byuealde  ine  herte  :  is  ine  wrefe  / 
and  ine  hate  :  J»et  is  dyadhch  ze?2ne.  and  aye  fise 
heste.  And  yet  zene3e]7  he  more  /  Jjet  de])  /  ofer  por- 
chacejj  /  ssame  /  ofier  harm  /  to  of ren  :  A\Tongliche.  ofcr 


THE    SIXTH    AND    SEVENTH    COMMANDMENTS.  \) 

is  ine  rede  /  and  ine   helpe  /  uor  to  do  harmi  ojjren  / 
him  to  awreke.  j^a^les  wrejje  /  ojjer  onworj^nesse  /  pet  Harm  done  nn- 
ge]7  li3tliche  /  wyjjoute  greate  wille  /  an  willinge  /  uor  is  not  a  deadly  sin. 
to  harmi  ojjren":  ne  is  na3t  dyadlich  zenne, 

bE    ZIXTE    GODES    HESTE.  The  Sixth  Com- 

mandment, 

j)e  zixte   heste  /  is    bellich.     "  bou   ne   sselt    do  /  Thou  shait  do  no 

whoredom,  nor  de- 

non  hordom."    ]?et  is  to  zigge  /  pou  ne  sselt  na^t  wylni  sire  flesWy  feiiow- 

,  TTTi/»,  p  ship  with  other 

uela^rede  ulessiicn  /  wyp  opre  nla?^ne  wyi.  men's  wives. 

Ine  bise  heste  /  ous  is  uor-bode  /  alle  ze?zne  of  ulesse  /  This  behest  for- 

biddeth  lechery, 

jjet  me  clepejj  generalliche  /  lecherie.     Jjet  is  on  /  of  Jje  wWchisoneofthe 

1TT1  ,,1  1  1  /,j    deadly  sins, 

zeuen  dyadiicne  zennes.  ])a3  J?er  by  zome  bronches  /  jjet 
ne  bye]}  na^t  dyadlich  zeraie.  ase  bye])  manie  arizinges 
of  vlesse  /  ]7et  me  ne  may  na3t  al[Z]e  bevly.  and  po  me 
ssel  na3ti  /  and   wy])dra3e  /  ase  moche  /  ase  me  may.  some  branches  of 

.    .  ,  .      ,  1        •    /  1  1        which,  as  arisings 

na3t  uor  to  norici  his  /  ne  porchaci  /  ojjer  be  to  moche  ofthe  flesh,  are 

mete  /  oper  drinke  /  oper  be  euele  p03tes.  to  longe  y- 

hyealde.   oper   be   kueade   takinges.     Yor   ine    zuiche 

pinges  /  me  may  habbe  /  harm  of  zaule.     Ine  pise  heste  in  this  behest  are 

,  ,       /   .         ,  /   forbidden  all  sins 

IS  uorbode  /  alle  zennen  a-ye  kende  /  me  huet  manere  /  against  kind  (na- 
hy  byep  y-do  /  oper  ine  his  bodie  :  oper  in  opren. 

bE    ZEUENDE    GODES    HESTE.  The  Seventh 

Commandment, 

])e  zeuende  heste  /  is  pellich.     "  j)ou  ne  sselt  do  /  Thou  shait  do  no 
none  piefpe,"     ])is  heste  ous  uorbyet  /  to  nimene  /  and 
of-hyealde  /  opre  ma?^ne  ping  /  huet  pet   hit   by  /  be 
wyckede  skele  /  aye  pe  wyl  of  him  /  pet  hit  03P. 

Ine  bise  heste  is  uorbode  /  roberie  /  biefbe  /  stale  /  This  behest  for- 

^  '  I    r       r     I  I    biddeth  robbery, 

and  gauel  /  and  bargayn  wyp  opren  /  uor  his  ojen  to  ti^ett,  stealing, 

usury,  bargain, 

habbe.  And  pe  ilke  /  pet  dep  /  aye  pis  heste  :  is  yhyalde 
to  yelde.  pet  he  hep  /  of  opre  ma?me  kueadhche  /  yef 
he  wot  to  huam.  And  yef  he  not  :  he  is  yhyalde  /  to 
yeue  hit  uor  godes  loue.     oper  /  to  done  by  pe  rede  of 

,,.,,  11,/  .  He  that  withhold- 

noii  cnercne.      V  or  he  pet  wyphalt  /  opre  ma?2ne  ping  eth  other  men's 
mid  wrong  /  be  kueade  skele  :  zene3ep  dyadliche  :  bote  ciea4ly,^^""^^^^ 
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yef  he  hit  yehlu  /  jjer  ha  sscl  /  yef  he  liit  wot  /  and  111030 
liit  do.  o]?er  yef  he  ne  dej?  /  by  Jje  rede  of  holy  cherche. 

The  EiK'hih  Coin-  j)E    E3TENDE    G0DE8    HE8TE. 

niandnient. 

Thou  Shalt  bear  ]5e  e^tende  heste  /  is  jjelUch.     "  pon  ne  sselt  zigge  / 

no  false  witness  •  ,  /  ,  .  •    ,         u 

against  thine        none  ualse  wytnessc  /  aye  jjme  emcristen. 

ThTs  be^hestTo".  ^^^  P^^^  heste  /  ous  ys  uoibode  /  Jjet  we  ne  lye^e  /  ne 

biddetii  lying  and  Q^^g  uoi-zuerie  /  ne  ine  dome  /  ne  wvt-oute  dome  /  uor  to 

forswearing.  '  1  ^  r  1 

do  harmi  fine  emc77'sten.  and  Jjet  me  ne  lede  nenne 

in  wytnesse  /  uor  to  ampayri  his  giiode  los.     ofer  his 

g?'ace  /  Jjet  he  he])  /  uor  J?et  is  dyadHch  ze?ine.  To-ayens 

Against  this  be-     fise  heste  doj)  fo  /  ))et  miszigge])  guode  men  /  be-hinde 

hest  do  those  -,  1  1       ^  •  1  •     i  iii  i  -,    a 

who  are  guilty  of  ham  /  DO  hire  wytiude.  and  by  kueadnesse.  pet  me 
traction  ^'  "  ^^'  clepe])  /  J)e  zenne  of  detraccion.  and  J)0  also  /  fet  heriej? 
]?e  kueade  /  and  hire  dedes  /  of  hire  kueadnesse  /  and  of 
hire  folies  ywyte  /  ofer  yzo^e  /  ojjer  yherd.  ])et  is  zewne 
of  blondi[?2]gge  /  o]?er  of  lozengerie  /  huanne  me  hit 
and  of  flattery  and  zay])  to-uore  ham.  olpBT  ualshede  /  ojjer  lyesinges  / 
hua?^ne  he  Jjet  me  spekj)  of  /  ne  is  na3t  present.  Vor 
alle  bos  bye]?  ualse  wytnesses. 

[Fol.  2.  b.] 

The  Ninth  Com-  j)^   NE3ENDE    GODES    HESTE. 

mandment. 

Thou  Shalt  not  ])e  ne3ende  heste  /  is  ])ellich.     "  ))ou  ne  sselt  na3t 

hour's  vfife.  ^^       wyliii  /  Jjine  ney3bores  ^  wyf.  ne  his  wylni  /  ine  fine 
Thou  Shalt  not      hertc."     pet  is  to  zigge  /  fou  ne  sselt  na3t  consenti  j  to 

consent  to  do  sin       t  i        •  ^    ■,  •         ^       ^ 

with  thy  body.       do  zeme  /  mid  fine  bodye. 

}?is  heste  uorbyet  /  to  wylni  mid  wyl  of  herte  /  to 
habbe  uela3rede  ulesslich  /  mid  alle  wj^fmen'^  /  out  of 
spoushod.  And  f  e  kueade  tocnen  wyf -oute  /  f  et  byef 
ymad  /  uor  to  dra3e  zenriQ  /  ase  byef  /  kueade  wordes  / 
of  zuyche  manere.     of  er  yeff  es  /  of  er  kueade  takinges. 

The  difference  be-  And  f  6  difference  of  f  ise  heste  /  mid  f  e  zixte  /  aboue 

tween  the  ninth  t  •      i  ■,    1     ■,  -jij  ij/i         ii 

and  sixth  Com-  y-zcd  :   zuo  IS  /  f  et  fe  zixtc  hestc   uorbyet  /  fe   dede 

mandments,  wyf-oute.  ac  f  is  uorbyct  /  f  e  grantinge  wyf  inne.     Vor 

the  outward  deed,  f  ^  g/'autingc  /  to  habbc  uela3rede  ulesslich  /  mid  wyf- 

theimfa^d'cm!?'  uieu  /  fet  ue  is  na3t  his  be  spouse  :  ys  zenne  dyadlich  / 

senting. 

^  MS.  ne^y  bores.  ^  MS.  wyf  mem. 
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be  ]je  dome  /  of  godes  spelle  /  Jjet  zayjj.  "  Huo  fet  zi^j? 
ane  wyfmaii  /  and  wylne])  his  ine  herte  :  he  he  J) 
y-zene3ed  /  iiie  hyre  :  ine  his  herte. "  Ipet  is  to  zigge  :  wjj> 
aperte  wylni[7i^]gge  /  and  mid  j^o^te. 

j)E    TENDE    GODES    HESTE.  The  Tenth  Com- 

m  andment. 

j)e  tende  heste  /  is  Jjellich.     "]?ou   ne   sselt  na3t  Thou  shait  not  de- 

wylni  f ing  /  J^et  is  fine  nixte."  j)is  heste  uorbyet  /  irthyueighWs! 
wyl  to  habbe  oJ»re  ma?ine  ])ing  /  by  wyckede  scele. 

Ine  fis  heste  /  is  uorbode   enuie  /  of  o]?re  ma?^ne  in  this  behest  is 

-IT       t-     -n  •      /    forbidden  envy,  of 

guode.     ofer  01  oJ?re  ma7^ne  grace.    Vor  pe  illce  enme  /  which  comes  co- 

comjj  of  kueade  couaytise  /  uor  to  habbe  fet  guod  /  o]?er  deadly  sin.' 

j>e  ilke  grace  :   pet  he  y-zi^Jj  ine  o])ren.     And  pe  ilke 

couaytise  /  huawne  J)e  co?isenteme?it  /  and  j^e  J)03tes  Iper- 

to  :  is  dyadlich  ze?zne.    and  a-ye  Jjise  heste.     j^a^les  / 

li^te    couaytise  /  to    habbe   o]jre   ma?^ne   ]ping  /  by  ^ 

guode  scele  :  ne  is  no  zenne.  and  yef  jjer  is  /  eni  kuead  Any  evil  arising 

,    .  ,  11/1  •  /  without  will  is  no 

arizmge  /  wy])-oute  wylle  /  and  wy]j-oute  grantmge  /  to  sin,  but  if  there  be 

1  .      ,  1  -j^  •  1         i»  ,         •  sin,  it  isnotdead- 

narmi  opren  :  hit  ne  is  no  ze?2ne.    and  yei  pev  is  zenne  :  ly  but  light. 

hit  is  li3t  zenne. 

j)is  bye])  ]je  ten  hestes  /  huer-of  fe  Jjri  uerste  /  ous  These  are  the  Ten 

/  T  •  Behests,  whereof 

di^t  wel  to  god.    pe  oJ?re  zeuen  /  ous  di3t  to  oure  nixte.  the  three  first  di- 

j)ise  ten  hestes  /  bye])  to   echen  /  Ipet  he])  scele  /  and  the  other  seven  to 

elde  /  yhyealde  to  conne  /  and  to  done.    Yor  huo  pet  ^""""^^^^  ^^^• 
de])  perteyens  /  be  his  wytinde  :  zene3e])  dyadliche. 

))E    TUELF    ARTICLES    /    OF    ])E   CRISTENE  BELEAUE.  The  Twelve  Arti- 

cles of  the  Chris- 

byse  byeb  be  tuelf  articles  /  of  be  cristene  byleue  /  ti^n  Belief. 

^  ^  '^    f   r  I  r  J  I     r^Y\evQ  are  twelve 

pet  ech  man  c?'^sten  /  ssel  yleue  stedeuestliche.     uor  articles  of  the 

Christian  belief, 

operlaker  /  he  ne  may  by  ybor3e  /  huanne  he  hep  wyt  / 

and  scele.     And  perof  byep  tuelf.   by  pe  tale/  of  pe  "bythetaieofthe 

IP  1/  ^  •  1  11/111/    twelve  apostles." 

tueli  apostles  /  pet  hise  zette  to  hyealde  /  and  to  loky  / 
to  alle  pon  /  pet  wylep  by  y-bor3e.    Jpa?zne  pe  uerste  /  be-  The  first  belongs 
longep  to  pe  uader.  pe  zeuende :  to  pe  zone,  pe  uerpe  /  the  seven  follow- 
to  pe  hoh  gost.  uor  pet  is  pe  byginni[n]ge/of  the  beleaue:  Suieremaining 
yleue  ine  pe  holy  trmite.     pet  is  ine  pe  uader  /  and  ine  ?j^^gj^  "^^  ^^^^ 

1  wy  in  MS. 
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\>v,  zone  /  and  ine  ])e  lioly  gost.  on  god  /  an  ]?ii  pe/'sones. 
Alio  Jjise  articles  /  bye]>  ycontyened  ine  \>e  credo.  /    J?et 
pa  tuelf  apostles  made,  huer-of  /  ech  zette  his. 
The  first  article  })e  ucrstc  article,  ys  fellich.     "  Ich  beleiie  ine  god  / 

(of  the  Father)  ,      .     .    ,  i      f   ^  zip.)* 

was  set  by  St        |)c  uudcr  alnii^ti  /  sseppcrc  /  01  neuene  /  and  oi  crpe. 


Peter. 


))is  article  zette  zaynte  peter. 


The  second  article         j)e  ojjer  article  /  bclongejj  to   fe  zone  /  aze  to  his 

head)  was  set  by    godhede.   \)et  IS  to  zigge  /  fet  he  is  god.  and  is  Jjellich. 

St  John.  a  j^j^  bclcue  inc  yesu  crist  /  oiire  Ihord  /  godes  zone  jje 

uader  /  ine  alle  finges  /  jjet  belongej)  to  pe  godhede  /  an 

is  onlepi  ])ing  /  mid  ]je  uader  :  bote  of  j?e  persone  /  fet 

is  ojjer  /  pmme  jje  persone  /  of  fe  uader.  );is  article  zette  / 

[Foi.  3.  a.]      sayn  Ion  Jje  godspellere. 

The  third  article  j^G  Jjriddc  article  /  and  fe  vifte  /  J?et  uol3e))  efter  / 

and  the  fifth  treat   -it  t-^i.  /  j-i.  vi  t.j.-i- 

ofthe  Son's  man-  beiongej?  to  fc  zouc  /  ase  to  pe  ma?^node  :  pet  is  to 

^^^*^'  zigge  /  ase  fet  he  is  man  dyadlich.  )5awne  mid  fe  jjridde 

of  his  conception    article  /  is  ycontcned  /  fet  he  wes  y-kend  /  of  fe  holi 

gost  /  and  y-bore  of  ]je  mayde  Marie,     pet  is  to  onder- 

stonde  /  fet  he  wes  y-kend  /  ine  pe  Mayde  Marie  /  be 

pe  dede  /  and  by  pe  uirtu  /  of  pe  holi  gost  /  and 

nojjing  /  of  dede  /  of  man.     And  pe  mayde  Marie  / 

This  article  was     blcfte  eurc  mayde  /  an  yhol  be-uore  /  and  efter.     )5is 

ItVames'br^ther.    ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^"^  /  ^^^^  lonnes  brofer. 

The  fourth  article         ^^  uevpe  article  /  helougep  to  his  passion,     pet  is  to 

palsS  ^'^  ^^^       zigge  /  fet  he  folede  dyaj?  onder  pouns  pilate  /  fet  wes 

paen  /  and  demere  /  ine  ]jo  time  /  ine  ierusalem  :  by  pe 

romayns.      Onder  f  o  demere  /  wes  lesu  crist  y-demd  / 

wyj)  wrong  /  to  f  e  biddinge  /  of  pri  kueade  ieus  /  and 

and  was  set  by  St  J'^^  ^  ^^dc  /  and  dyad  /  and  y-do   in-to  berieles.     )?is 

Andrew.  article  zette  saynt  andreu. 

The  fifth  arti-  ^^  vUte  article  /  zuo  is  /  f  et  ha  wente  in-to  helle  / 

ci^tj^eats  of  the     gfter  his  dyafe  /  uor  to  dra^e  pSLnnes  /  and  to  deliuri  pe 

^^^^•"  zaules  /  of  pe  holi  uaderes.  and  of  alle  fon  /  fet  uram  pe 

ginni[?z]gge/of  fe  wordlestorue  /  inzof  &  guodebyleaue  / 

and  ine  hope  /  ]?et  hi  ssolden  by  y-bor^e  /  be  him  /  uor  pe 

zenne  /  of  pe  uerste  manne.     hit  behouede  /  )?et  alle 
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wenten  /  i??.to   helle  and    bere    abyde   be   Kuode   /   ine   '"  \^^^  ^^"^^  the 

/./JO/  good,  in  sure  hope 

zikere  hope,  pet  iesu  crist  /  godes  zone  /  ssolde  come  /  of  deliverance. 

his  to  deliiiri  /  be  pet  he   hedde  behote  /  be  his  pro- 

phetis.     And  uor  po  scele  /  wolde  he  /  efter  his  dyajje  / 

wende  in  to  helle.  pet  is  to  onderstonde  /  ine  ]?o  half  /  The  wicked  were 

])et  were  pe  hal^en.  Nsb-^t  ine  Jjo  half :  J>et  were  pe  uor-  to  awde  for  ever. 

lorene.  jjet  weren  dyade  /  ine  hire  ze7^ne  /  and  in  hire 

jnisbileue.  And  fo  ne  dro3  he  na^t.  uor  hi  byejj  uorlore  / 

uor  euremo.     j)is  article  /  zette  saynt  philippe.  This  article  set  st 

Philip. 

pe  zixte  article  /  is  of  his  arizinge.  jjet  is  to  wytene.  The  sixth  is  of 

Clirist's  rGsurrcc  ■ 

J?et  ])anne  jjridde  day  /  efter  his  dya])e.  uor  to  uoluelle  tion, 

pe  "vvritinges  :  [he]  aros  uram  dya))e  /  to  line,  and  ssea- 

wede  him  /  to  his  deciples.    and   ham  prouede  /  his 

arizing-e  :    ine   uele   maneres  /  be   uourti  da^es.      bis  and  was  set  by  st 

_      °  '  -'  Thomas. 

article  /  zette  saynt^  thomas.  Pi  ^g  ^     ^. 

pe  zeuende  article  is.  ]jet  fane  uourta^te  day  /  efter  The  seventh >rti- 

1  •  •    •  I  I  Till  J       /       •  1    1  •      1       •    1         cle  is,  that  40  days 

his  arizmge  /  huanne  he  hedde  y-yete  /  mid  his  deciples  ^fter  ws  risinc^ 

to-uore  ham  /  al  aperteliche  /  stea3  into  heuene  /  ]jet  is  IJlJo  heaven'''^^'^ 
aboue  /  alle  ssepjje  /  jjet  ys  ine  heuene  /  al  to  godes  ri^t 

half  /  be  uader  /  huer  he  him  made,     bis  article  /  zette  ^his  article  set  st 

If'  I  Bartholomew. 

seynt  bartholomeu. 

be  e^tende  article  is.  bet  he  ssel  come  /  ate  daye  of  The  eighth  article 

^  ^  ^        _        '  is,  that  he  shall 

dome  /  to  deme  pe  dyade  /  and  pe  libbinde.  pe  guode  /  come  at  dooms- 
and  pe  kueade.    and  yelde  to  echen  /  be  jjet  he  hep  of-  and  dead, 
guo  /  ine  jjise  wordle,  ])ise  hjep  pe  artikles  /  pet  belongej?  / 
to  pe  zone.  Jpis  article  zette  seynt  Matheu  pe  godsspellere.  st  Matthew  set 

tins  Syftiolp 

pe  ne3ende  article  /  and  pe  fri  laste  :  belongej?  /  to  The  ninth  article 
pe  holi  gost.  and  is  fellich.     "  Ich  beleue  /  ine  pe  holi  beiongtothrHoiy 
gost."  )?is  article  aksep  /  ])et  me  leiie  /  jjet  pe  holi  gost  /  ^^^^^^' 
is  pe  yef Jje  /  and  pe  loue  /  of  pe  uader  /  and  of  pe  zone  / 
huerof   com])  /  al  pe  guod  of  grace,   and  jjet  he  is  /  The  Holy  Ghost  is 
onlepi  god  /  an  onlepi  Jjing  /  mid  pe  uader  /  and  pe  S'tife  Fa^^and 
zone /bote  Jie persone /  jjet  is  ojjer /  Jjamie  pe  pe?^sone  of  ^^"' 
pe  uader  /  and  /  of  pe  zone.     |)is  article  sette  /  saynt  This  article  set 


st  Jacob. 

pe  tende  article  is  fellich.    '^  Ich  y-leue  holy  cherch  The  tenth  article 


lacob  /  zaynte  Simones  and  saynte  ludes  brober. 

'        ''  "^  ^  [Fol.  3.  b.] 


1 4  8T  John's  vision  of  the  beast. 

treats  of  the  fei-     generalliclie  /  and  be  mennesse  of  haheii  "  /  bet  is  to 

lowshii)  of  8uints,  '  ' 

ziggo :  J)e  uela3rede  of  alle  ])e  hal3en  /  and  of  alle  |)e 

guode  men  jjet  byej)  /  and  ssoUe  by.  al  to  J?e  ende  of  fe 

wordle  /  and  weren  zefjje  ])e  gmni[7i]gge  to  gidere  /  ine 

In  this  article  are   J)e  byleaiiG  of  lesu  crist.     And  ine  fise  article  /  bye  J) 

understood  the  i  i        y  i  ^  •  ^      ^ 

seven  saci-aments.  onderstonde  /  )je  zeue  sac?'emens  /  fet  bye))  me  holy 
cherche.  ]?et  is  to  wytene.  cristninge.  co?iferminge.  fe 
sacremeiit  of  jje  wyefde.  ordre.  spoushod.  ]}e  holy  ssrifte. 
This  article  set  St  and  ])e  lastc  :  anoyUnge.  ])\b  article  zette  sayn  simoun. 
The  eleventh  arti-  J^'^  enlefte  is.  to  leue  :  fe  lesnesse  of  zenne.  ]?et  god 
ne^ssVf  sinr^^^^  J®^  ^®  f®  ^^'j^tuc  /  of  his  hoH  sacremens  /  fet  bye])  ine 
St  Jude  set  this     j^^j^  cheiche.     bis  article  zette  sayn  lude. 

article.  '  -^ 

Thetweiftharticie         ]pe  tuelfte  article  is.  to  leue  /  ])e  general  arizinge  of 

is  to  believe  the  ,  -t         ,    i-  c  i 

general  rising  of    bodye.  and  fct  111  /  \vyJ)-oute  ende.  jjet  is  fe  blisse  of 

without  end,   ^  ^   paradis.  fet  god  ssel  yeue  to  ham  /  jjet  hit  habbej)  of- 

guo  /  be  guode  beleaue  :  and  be  guode  workes.     );is 

and  everlasting     article  /  ycf])  to  oudcrstonde  /  his  co7z[t]rarie.   bet  is  /  be 

punishment  pre- 
pared for  the  for-    pme  /  wy])-oute  ende  /  fet  god  hej)  agrayfed  /  to  f»e 

uorlorene.  ))is  article  /  ssel  by  onderstonde  /  ine  zuyche 

By  it  we  under-     mancre  :  fet  ech  /  by  he  guod  /  by  he  kued  /  ssel  by  ate 

stand  that  both         ,  „,  /  ,  i,/ji  i   •         i  • 

good  and  bad  shall  dayc  01  dome  /  arexed  uram  dyape  /  to  lyue  /  me  ms 
wardTn^theVo^dy    03ene  bodyc  /  huer  he  ssel  habbe  an.  and  onderuonge 

W  deservediJ     ^^^   ^®^®  /  ^^^    ^^^^^  /  ^^^    ^^®    ^^^^®  /  ^^    >^^    ^^    ^^f 

this  life.  of-guo  /  ine  fise  line,  an  peruore  /  ssolle  fe  guode  /  at 

})o  daye  /  in  bodye  /  and  ine  zaule  /  by  ine  lif  /  wy])- 
oute  ende.  and  fe  kueade  :    uorlore  euremo  /  ine  bodye 

This  article  was     and  iuo  zaule.     )pis  article  zette  saynt  Majtfi. 

set  by  St  Mat- 

OfThe  vision  of  Of    ]?E    SSEAWYNGE    J^ET    SEINT    IoN    ])E 


St  John. 


GODSPELLERE    YZE3. 


St  John  saw  a  Mi  Ihord  sanyu  Ton  /  ine  fe  boc  /  of  his  sseawynges. 

beast  come  out  of  .  ,  /        1   i 

the  sea,  f  et  IS  y-cieped  /  J)e  apocalipse  :  zuo  zay])  /  fet  he  yze^  a 

best  /  ])et  com  out  of  the  ze.  wonderliche  ydi3t.  and  to 

having  a  leopard's  moche  drcduol.     VoT  jjct  bodi  of  jjc  bcstc  :    wes  ase 

body,  a  bear's  feet,  . 

a  lion's  throat,       lipard.  Jjo  uet  /  wcren  of  here,  fe  frote  /  of  lioun.  and 

and  it  had  seven      i-iiin/  i  i  1,1  i 

heads  and  ten       hit  heddo  /  zoue  heauedes.  and  ten  homes,  and  ope 
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be    ten  homes :    ten  corounes.      And  yze3  saint  Ion.  homs,  surmount- 
ed by  ten  crowns. 

Jjet  ]je  ilke  kueade  best  /  hedde  mi^te  /  of  hi/zi-zelue  /  The  wicked  beast 

to  vi^te  /  wy]j  ]?e  hal^en  /  an  his  to  ouercome  /  and  to  self  to  fight  with* 

ouermaistri.     jpis  ilke  best  /  zuo  wondemol  /  and  zuo  j-  samtT.^'^^^'^^  *  ^ 

countrefeted  /  and  dreduol :  betocnejj  /  ]?ane  dyeuel  /  This  beast  be- 

-,  ,rtt  I      I*   1     ^^       I  1.    J.    •  i/i?n  tokeneth  the  devil, 

pet  com  out  oi  pe  ze  /  ot  nelie  /  ]?et  is  uol  /  oi  alle  whocomethoutof 

zor^e  /  and  of  alle  biternesse.   bet  bodi  of  be  beste  /  ase  ti^eseaofheii; 

y     I  *  J  I  his  guiles  are  de- 

zayb  saynt  Ion.  zuo  wes  ylich  /  to  be  lipard.  nor  bet  ^^oted  by  the  leo- 

^  r         '^  J  I  r  f  r  pard's  spots,  his 

ase  )?e  lipard  /  hejj  diners  colurs  :  zuo  he]j  ])e  dyeuel  /  strength  by  the 

diuerse  maneres  /  of  waytinges  /  and  of  contac  /  uor  to 

gily  /  an  uor  to  uondi  fe  uolk.     ])q  uet  weren  Uich  /  fe 

uet  of  here.  Yor  alse  j^e  here  /  ]?et  he])  ]je  stre[n]g])e  ine 

f e  uet  /  and  ine  fe  armes  /  halt  strangliche.  and  bint  / 

fet  he  hef  /  onder  his  uet  /  and  J?et  he  beclep]? :  alsuo 

dej)  ])e  dyeuel  ham  /  ])et  he  hej?  beclept  /  and  ouerjjrawe  his  cruelty  by  the 

be  zenne.  \)q  ]?rote  wes  of  lion,  uor  his  greate  cruelete  /  for  the  devii'wiii 

.    ,      1  ^  1  for- swallow  all. 

pet  al  wyle  uorzuel3e. 


JPE    TOKNEN    OF   )pE    HEAUEDEN    OF    }jE    BESTE.  The  tokens  of  the 

heads  of  the  beast. 
[Fol.  4.  a.J 

])e  zeue  heauedes  /  of  pe  beste  of  helle :  bye]?  pe  The  seven  heads 

zeuen  hauedliche  zennes.  be  huichen  /  pe  dyeuel  dra^p  ^jg^diy  sins. 

to  him  /  ase  al  pe  wordle.  Vor  onneape  y-ualp  /  pet  me  f^^' Yi^.^^^^o^^  ^ 

ne  ualp  /  in-to  pe  prote  /  of  zome  :  of  pe  zeue  heauedes.  some  of  the  seven 
And  peruore  /  zayp  wel  saynt  Ion :  pet  hit  hedde  mi^te  / 

a-ye  pe  hal^en.   Vor  in  erpe  /  ne  ys  zuo  holi  man  :  pet  None  is  so  holy  as 

/r«j^Tiii/n.  j»  ti    to  avoid  all  sins. 

mo^e  /  pariitlicne  be-uly  /  alle  pe  maneres  oi  zenne.  pet 

of  pise  zeue  heuedes  comep  /  \vyp-oute  special  prmilege 

of  grace  /  alse  hit  wes  /  ine  pe  mayde  Marie  /  oper  ine 

zome  opren  /  be  special  grace  /  pet  he  hedde  of  god.  ])q  The  lo  homs  be- 
token the  guilts 
ten  homes  of  pe  beste  /  be-toknep  /  pe  geltes  of  pe  ten  of  the  lo  behests. 

hestes  /  of  oure  Ihorde  /  pet  pe  dieuel  purchacep  /  also 

moche  ase  may  /  by  pe  zeuen  /  beuore  yzed  zennen.   )Pe  The  lo  crowns  are 

.  .  ,  .  the  10  victories  he 

ten  corounes  aboue  /  betoknep  /  pe  ouercommge  /  pet  hath  over  siimers. 
hit  hep  aboue  /  alle  zenuolle  /  uor  pet  /  he  dep  his 
agelte  /  ine  pe  ten  hestes. 
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The  ttrst  head  of  JPET    UER.STE    HEAUEU    OF    pE    BESTE. 

the  Heuttt. 

The  first  iiead  is  \)et  uerste  heaued  /  of  j>e  beste  of  helle  :  ys  prede. 

Pride 

2i)d  Envy,  t^t  o]?er  /  Ls  enuie.  \>e  ))ridde  /  wrejje.  ]>e  uerfe  /  sleau))e  / 

4th  si'ofr'  ^^^  ^®  clepe])  /  ine  clergie  :  accidye.   \>e  vifte  /  icinge. 

sthCovetousness,  j^  cle[r]gie  /  auaricG.  ojjer  couaytise.  |)e  zixte  /  glotounye. 
7th  Lechery.       Jje  zGiiende  lecherie  /  o))er  luxurie.  Of  ])ise  zeue  heauedes/ 
comj)  ech  manere  zenne.  and  jjeruore  /hi  byej)  y-cleped  / 
These  are  all  iiead-  haued-zennes.  uor  bet  hi  byeb  /heaued  /  of  alle  kueade  / 

sins,  and  begin- 
ning of  all  wicked-  and  of  alle  zennes.   and  ginniwge  /  of  alle  kueade.   be 

hy  dyadliche  /  be  hy  uenial.     panne  /  ech  of  Jje  ilke 

And  first  we  will    zeueu  liini  to-del]}  /  ine  uele  halues.     And  uerst  /  we 

talk  of  pride,  the  -n  •  ;       ^ 

first  sin,  wille])  zigge  /  of  J?e  zenne  of  prede  /  uor  jjet  wes  J}e 

uerste  zenne  /  and  ]?e  aginniwge  /  of  alle  kueade.  vor 

which  was  com-     prede  /  brek   uerst   uela^rede  /    and    ordre    /    huanne 

initted  by  Lucifer,   ,.     ,  ,     ,  ,  . 

ii3tbere  \>e  angel  /  uor  his  greate    uayrhede  /  an   his 

greate  \vy t :  wolde  by  aboue  /  f e  ofre  angeles  /  and  him 

wolde  enini  /  to  god  /  fet  hine  zo  uayr  /  an  zuo  guod  : 

wiierefore  he  and   hedde  y-mad.    And  beruore  /  he  vil  uram  heuene  :  and 

his  angels  fell 

from  heaven.  becom  dyeuel.  and  he  /  and  al  his  uela^rede.  Hym 
anlikne]?  /  alle  proude  /  fet  uela^rede  /  and  ordre  of 
Like  him  are  all  men  /  oudej?  /  and  brekjj  /  hua??ne  hi  wyllejj  /  by 
themselves  above  aboue  ojjreu.  and  more  by  alozed  /  and  y-preyzed  / 
*''^®'"^'  Jjanne  eni  ofer  /  )?et  betere  bye]?  worj?. 

The  Might  of  }?E    MY^TE    OF    PREDE. 

Pride. 

Pride  biindeth  j)is  zenuG  of  prede  /  ys  to  dreduol.   uor  hi  ablent 

men.  zuo  J?et  hi  ham-zelue  /  ne  knawef  /  ne  ne  zye]?. 

so  that  they  are     ]jet  is  J)e  wel  Strang  /and  ])e  wel  special  aid  /  to  ))e 

devil  whetherthey  dyculc  /  huer-of  he  bc-gyle])  /  ]?e  he^e  men  /  and  pe 

wlse'\ardy,'  o^  '  uayrc  /  and  fe  riche  /  and  fe  wjse  /  and  fe  hardi  /  and 

but*^es^^eciaii        f®  worfuollc.  And  generalliche  /  ech  manere  of  uolk.  ac 

great  lords,  spccialliche  /  f  6  greate  Ihordes  /  zuo  pet  hy  ham  zelue  / 

ne  knawyj)  /  ne  yzej»  /  hire  misdedes  /  ne  hire  folies  /  ne 

[>  wytes .?]       liii'6  ^^T^tes.  •  jpanne  is  hit  /  f  e  meste  periluse  ziknesse  / 

}?et  is  of  ofren.  Vor-zope  /  he  is  ine  grat  peril  /  to  huam  / 
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alio  tr/acio  /  went  in  to  iieiiym.  Also  dej)  t'v3chinge  /  and 
chastisement  /  to  ]?e  proude.  Vor  jje  more  /  jjet  me 
him  wy[]?]ninij)  /  and  blamef  /  and  chaste]) :  pe  more  / 
he  him  wre|)e]?.   and  jje  more  him  were]?. 

Prede  /  is  ]3e  dyeules  036  do3ter  /  ])et  hej)  /  grat 
del  /  ine  his  kende.  Prede  /  werre]?  wjp  god  /  of  his 
guode.  And  god  /  ]3ran])  doun  prede  /  and  werre})  wi]? 
him.  Prede  /  is  king  /  of  wyckede  ])eawes.  Hy  is  ])e 
lioun  /  pet  al  norzuelf.  Prede  astru])  /  alle  pe  guodes  / 
an  alle  pe  graces  /  and  alle  pe  guode  workes  /  pet  hye]j 
ine  manne.  Vor  prede  /  make])  of  elniesse  /  zenne.  and 
of  uirtues  /  vices,  and  of  guode  vs^orkes  /  huer-of  me 
ssolde  hegge  heuene  :  make])  wynne  helle. 

j)is  zenne  /  is  pe  uerste  /  ])et  asayle])  /  psaie  kni3t  / 
onre  Ihord  /  and  huam  *  last  let.  Vor  huanne  he  he])  / 
alle  o])re  kuedes  ouercome  :  ])anne  him  asayle])  prede  / 
pe  st[r]anglaker. 

HOU    ME    SSEL    TO-DELE    pE    ZEUE    BO3ES    OP    PREDE. 

])is  zenne  him  to-del})  /  and  spret  /  ine  zuo  uele 
deles  /  ])et  onnea])e  /  me  may  hise  telle.  Ac  zeuen 
p?"mcipals  doles  /  ])er  bye]),  pet  bye])  /  ase  zeue  bojes  / 
J)et  guo])  out  /  and  bye})  y-bore  /  of  ane  wyckede  rote. 

jpanne  /  pe  uerste  bo3  of  prede :  is  /  ontreufe.  pe  o])er  : 
onwor])hede.  pe  pridde  :  ouerweni?2ge.  ])et  we  ^  clepe])  / 
presumcion.  pe  uer])e  folebayrie.  ])et  we  ^  clepie])  / 
ambicion.  ])e  vifte  :  ydele  blisse.  pe  zixte  :  ypocrisie. 
pe  zeuende  :  wyckede  drede.  To  ])ise  zeue  di3tinges  / 
belonge])  alle  pe  zennes  /  ])et  byj)  y-bore  of  prede.  Ac 
ech  of  ])ise  zeue  bo3es  /  hep  uele  smale  tuyegges. 

j)e  uerste  bo3  of  prede  /  ])et  is  /  ontreu])e.  he  him  to- 
del])  /  in  pvi  little  bo3es.  huer-of  pe  uerste  /  is  kuead. 
j)o  o])er :  worse,  pe  J)ridde  /  al])erworst.  pe  on  is  voul- 
hede.  pe  o])er  :  wodhede.  pe  ])ridde  :  renoyrye.  Voul- 
hede  :  generalhche  /  is  ine  eche  zenne.  vor  no  zenne  / 
ne  is  /  wy])-oute  uoulhede.    and  zuo  beginne])  /  alle 

^  huaw? 

2 


to  whom  teaching 
and  chastisement 
profit  not. 


Pride  is  the  devil's 
own  daughter.and 
wars  against  God. 
It  is  king  of 
wicked  practices. 
Sheisthe  lion  that 
devours  all. 


[Fol.  4.  b.] 


This  sin  is  the 
first  that  assailed 
our  Lord,  and  was 
the  last  to  abandon 
him. 


The  Seven  Boughs 
of  Pride. 


I.  Untrutli, 

II.  Despite, 

III.  Presumption, 

IV.  Ambition, 

V.  Idle-bliss, 

VI.  Hypocrisy, 

VII.  Wicked 
dread. 


The  three  twigs  of 
Untruth. 

I.  Foulhood, 

II.  Foolishness, 

III.  Apostasy. 

I.  Foulhood 


ine 
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zennos  /  bo  vuulhcde.  Ac  J)c  uoulhedo  /  j)et  wo  8i>oko]j 
of  liier  specialiche  /  fet  com))  of  prede.  and  is  a  maii- 
yere  /  of  ontrcujjc  :  is  a  vice  /  Jjet  is  y-cleped  /  ine  clergie  : 

or  iiiffratitixie  is    ing/y/titude/j)ct  is  uory(3ti[7/]ge/of  god/and  of  liisguodes. 

his  girts.  j'ct  me  ne  Jjonkejj  liim  na3t  /  ase  me  ssolde  do.   ne  him 

lie  yeldej)  Jjoiikes  /  of  his  guo(h>s  /  ])et  he  ous  he))  ydo. 

He  is  a  pretit  Vor-zo)je  he  is  wel  vileyn  /  and  ontrewe  /  auoreye  liis 

villain  that  never 

returns  thanks  for  Ihoi'd  /  fet  alle  giiod  /  him  hcf  y-do.  and  him  ne 
))onke))  /  ac  uoryet :  and  yelt  him  /  kuead  uor  guod. 

Such  viiiaiiy  do     and  vileynyc  /  uor  corteysye.     pe  ilke  vileynye  /  dep 

thank  God,  n^^n  to  god  /  hiiannc  he  /  lie  be))eng))  him  na^t  /  of  fe 

giiodes  /  \>et  god  him  hef  y-do  /  and  him  def  alneway. 
and  na^t  him  ))onke))  /  ac  rafre  him  /  ofte  werre))  /  ine 
fet  /  fet  he  use)?  kueadliche  /  and  aye  godes  wiL 

but  use  his  gifts  p^^  jg  ^yg}  gj^^  vileynie  /  ase  me  Jjing))  /  fet  grat  guod- 

nesse  /  onderua[7i]g])  /  and  ne  dayne)?  na^t  /  to  zigge :  grat 
fank.  And  /  yet  hit  is  more  grat :  huanne  /  me  him 
uorza3])  /  ojjer  hnanne  /  me  hi?/^  uoryet.  ac  pe  ilke  /  is 

and  each  day  re-    to  grat  I  huauuc  echedaye  /  onderuang])  Jie  guodnesses  : 

turn  evil  for  good, 

and  echedaye  /  yelt  kuead  /  uor  guod. 
We  have  no  gifts  j)e  ilke  /  fct  faune  wel  )?eng))  /  and  ofte  lokede  /  to 

but  what  Gcvl  has  ii-i  •  t      /         i    i 

given  us,  be  they  fe  guodcs  /  fet  god  liim  he))  ido  /  and  def  alneway  :  and 
time,  or  of  grace,    j'f^t  uo  guod  /  he  ue  he))  :  }>et  god  ne  hep  /  hit  him 

y-yeue.  ne  guodes  of  kende  :  ase  uayrhede.   and  liel))e. 

an  streng)}e  of  bodye.  an  sle3))e.    and  naturel  wyt  / 

auoreye  pe  zaule.  ne  guodes  of  auenture.  ase  richesses. 

worssipe.  and  he3nesse.  ne  guodes  of  grace,  ase  by)? 
Let  us  thank  God  uv'rtues.  and  guode  workes.  wel  ssolde  he  ))onki  god  : 

for  all  his  gifts  to 

us.  of  alle  his  guode.    Vor  guodnesse  :  ofer  akse)?. 

II.  Folly  or  mad-  j)Q  o  jjor  /  outreufe.   fet  com))  of  prede  :  is  wodhede. 

The  man  is  out  of  ^^  halt  aue  man  wod.  pet  is  out  of  his  wytte  /  ine 
his  wits,  huam :  skele  is  miswent.  ))anne  wext  ari3t  /  pe  ilke  fol. 

[Foi.  5.  a.]       and  miswent.  and  wel  yzed  /  wod.  fet  wytindeHche  / 
and  hardiliche  /  be  guodes  /  bet  ne  byeb  na^t  his.  ake 

who  misuses  his  /    /      o  i    j  ^    j  j 

lord's  goods  byeb.    his   Ihordes  guodes.    huer-of  /  him   behoueb   / 

whereof  behoveth 

him  yield  account,  straitliclic  /  yelde  rekeninge  /  and  scele.      jpet  is  to 
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wytene  /  pe  guodes  /  of  siio  grat  pris  /  and  ]?e  timliclie 
guodes  /  J)et  lie  he]?  /  ine  lokinge.  jje  uw'tues  of  ]je  bodie  / 
and  jje  ]303tes  /  and  Jje  conseiiteniens  /  and  Jje  willes  of  Jje 
zanies  /  waste]?  /  and  despende])  /  ine  folyes  /  an(\^ine 
outrages  /  to-nore   Ipe  e^en  /  of  his  Ihorde.  an  hi^??   ne  and  thinketh  not 

,-,,.  ,.  ,,  ,  ..of  the  day  of 

poruay]?  /  oi  nis  rekenmge.  and  wel  wot  /  Ipet  rekeni  /  reckoning. 

him  behoue]?.   an  ne  wot  /  huanne.   ne  ])ane  day.  ne  ]3e 

oure.     Zuych  folie  /  is  wel  y-cleped  /  onwythede.     Of  of  such  vices  the 

,  .  11/  1  /  great  proud  men 

zuiche  Vices  /  bye]?  nolle  /  ]?e  greate  proude  men  /  ]?et  use]?  are  fail. 
kneadliche  /  ]?e  greate  guodes  /  ]7et  god  ham  he])  ylend. 

jpe  ]?ridde  ontreu]7e  fet  com]?  of  prede  :  ys  renayrie.  m.  Apostasy. 

He  ys  wel  renay  /  ]?et  /  ]?et  land  ]jet  he  halt  of  his  Ihorde  /  He  is  an  apostate 

dep  in-to  ]>e  hond  of  liis  uyende.  and  delp  him  manhode.  lord's  land  to  Ms 
Zuych  zemie  make]?  ech  ]?et  zene^e]?  dyadliche.  uor  ]?anne 

alzo  moche  ase  of  him  is  he  dej?  manhod  to  ]?e  dyeule  /  as  doth  he  who 

and  becom]?  his  ])rel.  and  him  yelt  al  ]?et  he  halt  of  god  /  thrdevi™^^^ 
and  bodi  /  and  zaule.  and  o]?re  guodes.  ])et  he  de]?  to 

be   seruice  of   be  dyeule.     And   allja^    he    by  be   his  such  a  one  is  only 

Christian  in  name 

zigginge  cristen  :  he  renay]?  be  dede  /  and  ssewe]?  ]?et  and  not  in  deeds. 

he  ne  is  na^t.     Ac  specialliche  ine  ]?ri  maneres  is  man 

ycleped  reney.    and  uals  cristen.    o|?er  uor  bet  he    ne  '^^'^^^  christians 

^        ^  '^  I  }  are  those  who  sin 

beleft)  /  bet  he  ssolde  /  ase  de]»   be    bougre  :    and   ]?e  against  their 

belief,  as  the  for- 

heretike  /  and  ]?e  apostate.  ])et  reneye]?  hire  bileaue.  swom,  uars,  and 

0]?er  uor  ])et  he  agelt  ]}e  byleaue  ]?et  he  bylef]>.     Alsuo 

do]?  ]?e  uorzuorene.  and  ]?e  le3ers  of  ]?e  byleaue.     0]?er 

belef]?  more  ]?anne  he  ssolde.  ase  do]?  ]?e  deuines^  /  and     \}  (ic^^neres  n 

]?e   wichen  /  and   }je  charmeresses  ])et   worke]?  be  J?e 

dyeules  crefte.  and  alle  J)o  ])et  ine  zuyche  ])inges  yleue]?  ^^^J  "^®"  ^'"^ 

and  do})  hire  hope  :  zene3e]?  dyadliche.    Vor  alle  zuiche  for  they  sin 

j?inges  byej)  aye  ]?e  byleaue.  and  J?eruore  his  uorbyet  ^«^™^ 

holy  cherche,     Jpise  bye}>  J?e  manieres  of  on-treu]7e  /  J?et 

is  fe  uerste  bo^  of  prede. 

)?E    0J?ER    BO3    OP    Pi2^DE. 

be  ober  bo2  /  bet  com]?  out  /  of  be  stocke  /  of  prede  :  The  Second  Bough 

\       '  r-T'  ofPride  is  Despite 

zuo  is  onwor]?nesse  [despit]  /  ]>et  is  /  wel  grat  zenne.  (Contempt). 

2  * 


obedience  to  those 

over  us. 

Think  how  often 
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And  pd^  liit  by  zuo  /  ))et  no  zonnc  dyadlicli  /  l)y  \\'ip- 

oute  onwoijjnesse  /  of  god :  alneway  Ix;  Jjet  /fet  we  spekoj) 

Tiiere  are  Uiree      of  onworjjlicide  /  hycr  speciulUclie  /  ine  ))ri  maneris  /  me 

sorts  of  this  sin.  .      ,    ,  .  ^  / 

I.  Not  praising  may  zene3i  /  ])e  ))ise  ze^me.  OJ)er  uor  Jjet  /  me  ne 
Bervr  ^^   "^^   ^    prayzej?  /  ojjren  ari^t  /  ine  herte  /  ase  me  ssolde.     Ofer 

II.  Not  to  honour  uoi  fet  /  IRC  lie  l)erj)  na3t  worssipe  /  and  reuerence  : 

where  one  shouM.  ]>^^  f^t  me  ssolde.   0])er  HOP  ])et  /  Jjet  me  ne  bou3]j  na3t 

III.  Not  to  show    ^j..^^  .  ^^^  ^^^^  I  ^^^  ^^^  gg^^j^  I  i.i3tiioUiche  bou^e. 

Noil  jjencli  ri^t  wel  /  ine  Jjiiie  herte  /  liou  ofte  /  fe 
thou  hast  dis-       jjes^  v-do  /  bc  ilke  zenne  /  bet  bou  best  /  ine  bine  herte  : 

praised  others,  ^  i   r  i    r        r  i  r 

]?e  ilke  /  ]?et  more  bye)j  wor]?  /  jjanne  ))oii  /  onworjjest. 
nor  zome  graces  wyjjoute  /  Jjet  god  /  |)e  he))  y-yeue.  ofer 
uor  noblesse  /  ojjer  uor  prowesse.  ojjer  uor  richesse. 
o]}er  uor  wyt.  ofer  uor  uayrhede.  ofer  uor  ojjre  giiodes  / 
huet  Jjet  hi  by  :  hiieruore  /  ]70u  ])e  prayzest  /  more  fanno 
fe  ssoldest.  and  ojjren  lesse. 
how  thou  hast  fail-         Efterward  /  jjench  hou   uelezijje   jjou  hest  /  litel 

ed  in  giving  due 

honour  to  God,  to  ybore  worjjssipe  /  and  reuerence  /  to  ham  /  ];et  |)ou 

His  mother,  to  ii-  i  it- 

His  saints,  and      ssoldcst.  Aucrst  /  to  god.  and  to  liis  modcT.  and  to  his 

[Fo^  5'b]       hal^en.  and  to  ]>q  angles  of  heuene.    vor  fer  ne  is  non  / 

to-yans  huam  /  ]jet  jjou  ne  hest  agelt  /  ine  onwor[])]nesse 

[despit].    ojjer  be  onworfnesse  /  fet    Jjou    hest  /  ofte- 

zijjes  /  euele  /  and  wrojje  /  y-loked  hire  festes. 

and  how  many  Eftcr  fan  Jjcuch  /  hoii  uele  zijje  /  ]?ou  hest  misserued  / 

times  thou  hast  ii,it  •   i.        v.         •  i.   i.    I  t.   i.    1.  ix 

badly  served  our  ouiQ  Ihord  icsii  crist.  ojjer  lue  Jjet  /  pet  pou  ne  hest 
hi'^ntuiearfng"'*'  ^^3*  blefelichc  /  y-hyerd  his  seruise.  ne  y-zed  his  benes. 
sermons,  j^p  yhycrd  sermons,  and  huanne  fe  ssoldest.  yhere  his 

and  in  jangling  messe  /  of»er  his  scrmou  /  at  cherche  :  fou  iangledest  / 
mass.  and  bourdedest  /  to-uor  god.  and  ine  jjet  /  fu  here  him  / 

litel  worjjssipe. 
Think  too  how  Eftcrward  /  hou  bou  hest  uelezibe  /  litel  ybore  worb- 

little  honour  thou        .  '  '  r     1  ^  r 

hast  shown  to  the  ssipe.  to  be  bodvc  /  of  Icsu  crist  /  ba?ine  bou  hit  yzeae. 

body  of  Christ  ^^     ,  /.-,•.  .         •  •  .    / 

when  thou  sawest  Op^r  jpRniie  /  pou  hit  ondcruinge.  me  fet  /  fet  fou  nere 
or  receive  s  1 ,  ^^^^  ^  digneliclie  y-di3t  /  be  ssrifjje.  and  by  vorfen- 
not  having  pre-     chiiige.     Ober  be  auenture  /  bet  wors  is  :  bet  bou  hit 

pared  for  it 
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thou  haat  sinned 
more  times  than 
num- 


oiuIerui;^ge/ine  dyadlicli  zenne  /  be  fine  Avytiude  /  ]^et  Siana'repent- 
is  grat  onwor]?nesse.  [despit.]  ^"''^• 

Eft<3rward  /  to  Jjine  zuete  uela^e  /  and  to  ])uig  /  giiode 
lokere  /  |jin  angle,  fet  alneway  /  ]>&  lokej?.  liou  nele 
ssanies  /  Jjou  best  liim  y-do  /  ine  fet  /  fou  dedest  /  J^ine 
zemies  /  beiiore  him. 

Efterward  bencb  /  bou  nelezibe  /  bou  best  y-by  /  Think  how  often 
onbo2sam  to   bine  uader  /  and  to   bine  moder.   and  to  disobedient  to  thy 

-^  ■•  1  Ar   ^  father  and  mother. 

ban /to  bua?J^  J?ou  ssoldest  bou3e  :  and  bere  honur.    Yet  if  thou  wiit  tims 

,.  .  ,  it.*Ti?i.  M-    record  thy  life, 

Jjou  wylt  /  me  Ipise   manere  /  recordy  pi  in:  pou   sseit  thou  shait  see  that 
ysi  /  ]jet  fou   best  /  more  zi]?e  y-zene3d  /  ine  zuycbe 
manere  /  of  prede  /  jjet  is  ycleped  /  onworf  nesse  [despit]  :  J^^^"  ^'^^^ 
Jjet  j)oii  /  ne  kanst  na^t  telle. 

j)E    .iij.    BO3    OF    FitEDE. 

j)e  bridde  bos  of  prede :  is  /  arrogance,  bet  me  clepe]?  /  Tiie  third  Bough 

of  Pride  is  Arro- 

opweninge  /  ojjer  opniniinge.    ])amie  ]?e  man  /  wen])  gance,orUpween- 
more  /  of  hi??i-zelue  /  puime  he  ssolde.     ))et  ys  to  zigge  :  a  man  is  guilty  of 

,     .  ,    1         /  ,       ,  11  ,  this  when  he 

pet  wen])  by  /  more  wor]):  j^a^me  he  by.  oper  more  may :  tiiinkethtoomuch 

]ja?zne  he  nio^e.   ofer  more  comie :  ]?a/nie  he  can.  olpev  jf^s  o"oth'e?s! ^ 

wen]?  by  more  worjj.  opev  more  mo^e.   o]7er  more  conne: 

'pSLmiG  eny  oj>eY.     jpis  zewne  /  is   ])e  strengjje  /  of  J?e 

dyeule.  vor  he  lokelp  /  and   norisse]j  /  alle  Jje  greate  This  sin  r>ourish- 

.,.,  ,.  ,.  ,/•  1      eth  all  the  great 

gostliche   ze?znes.     pm  zenne   hwi   sseawep  /  me  ueie  spiritual  sins. 

,         T         T     T       /      ,         T  T  T    1         /    This  sin  showeth 

maneres.   oper  be  dede  /  oper  be  speche.   ac  nameiiche  /  jtseifin  six  ways. 
ine  zix  maneres.  ])et  is  to  wytene  /  ine  onlepihede.   nor  ^p],e  proud  ami  the 
Jje  proude  /  and  Ipe  ouerwenere  /  wene]j  more  by  worj)  /  overwecner  wiii 
oJ?er  conne  :  more  J}a?me  enie  o]?re.  and  ne  dayne})  na3t  as  others. 
do  /  ase  o])re  /  ])et  more  bye]?  wor])  /  ]Ja?^ne  he  by.   ac 
rajire  /  wile  by  /  onlepi  ine  his  dedes.     j)Gt  is  pe  nerste 
ze?^ne  /  be  liuam  ouerweninge  is  ine  dede. 

)?e  oj?er  is  /  fol  niminge  /  of  greate  spendinge.  ]?et  11.  Prodigality. 

,  .  This  is  a  foolish 

me  clepe]?  pwdigalite.  hna?me  he  def  /  to  moche  des-  spending  of 

,         /     «  T  •  1         I     r-     1  i_      money,  in  order  to 

pense.   o]?er  /  01  his  o^en  :  oper  /  01  opre  ma?me  :  uor  to  Yte  praised  and 
by  /  y-praysed.  and  feruore  /  fet  me  him  hyalde  /  J>e  IrJlTrr/ourt- 
more  large  /  and  J)e  more  corteys.  ^^^^' 


OF    liOA8TINO,    SCOUN,    AND    AMBITION. 


HI.  Fulse  Strife. 
This  18  to  support 
a  tliiiii;  wo  know 
to  be  wroiii,'. 


IV.  Boustiiij^ 
(Yelping). 

The  boaster  is  the 
Cuckoo,  ho  Clin 
only  siug  of  him- 
self. 

[Fol.  6.  a.] 
This  sin  is  seen  in 
those  who  yelp 
of  their  own  wit, 
descent,  works,  or 
prowess. 

He  sinnetb 
doubly  who  pays 
others  to  extol 
him,  and  to  lie 
and  boast  of  his 
nobleness. 

V.  Scorn.     This  is 
the  wont  of  the 
proud,  who  scorn 
good  men  and 
those  they  see 
living  aright. 


By  their  evil 
tongues  they  pre- 
vent iTiuch  folk 
from  doing  well. 
VI.  Opposition 
(Withstanding). 
The  proud  over- 
weener  will  not 
endure  oppo-sitiou, 
chastening,  or 
advice. 


This  sin  is  a  peril- 
ous sickness, 
since  all  medi- 
cines turn  into 
venom. 


J;c  jjiielilc  ku(;ud  /  J}ut  com})  of  oucrwciiinge  :  ys  fole 
()piiimiiif,'c  of  iials  strif.  ase  zayf  /  Salomon.  |jct  is  to 
zig^o.  liuo  J7i;t  iiimj)  /  a  luils  strif  anhan<l  /  and  wot 
wcl  /  ]>et  liit  is  uals.  and  liit  uol^c^)). 

pa  uerjje  tuyg  /  of  J?e  ilke  bo3e  /  huer-by  /  ]>e  proude  / 
sseawcj)  prede  /  of  his  herte :  is  yelpingge.  ]>et  is  /  wel 
iioul  ze/nie  /  and  to  god  :  an  to  pe  wordlc.  ]5e  yelpere  is 
pG  cockou.  fet  ne  kan  /  na^t  zinge  /  bote  of  him-zelue  : 
j)is  zewne  is  ybounde  ine  fan  /  fet  be  his  o^ene  moujjo  / 
him  yelpj).  o]>er  of  his  wytte.  ofer  of  his  keraie.  ofer 
of  his  woi'kes.  ofer  of  liis  prouesse.  Ac  he  him  doblej) 
ine  ham  /  pet  Jjo  yelpere  /  and  fe  lozeniour  /  zechej)  / 
and  rede]?  /  and  yefj)  ham  of  his  /  uor  ham  to  praysi. 
and  uor  to  zigge  of  ham  :  J?et  hi  /  ne  dorre  na3t  zigge. 
and  uor  to  lye3e  of  ham  :  and  te  grede  hare  noblesse. 

pe  vifte  out-kestinge  /  of  pc  ilke  stocke  /  is  scorn. 
Vor  fet  is  fe  wone  /  of  f e  proude  :  ouer-wen[er]e  /  fet 
him  ne  is  na^t  yno^  /  to  onworfi  /  ine  his  herte  /  ]>e 
opve.  J)et  ne  habbe])  na3t  /  pe  graces  /  fet  he  wenj) 
habbe.  ac  make))  /  his  bisemers  /  and  his  scornes.  and 
fet  wors  is  :  bisemeref  and  scornef  fe  guode  men.  and 
of  ham  /  fet  he  jzi^p  /  wende  to  guode.  J)et  is  wel  grat 
zemie.  and  wel  dreduoL  Ac  /  uor  hire  euele  tongen  : 
hi  miswendef  /  moche  uolk  /  to  done  wel. 

pa  zixte  kestinge  out  /  of  fe  ilke  bo3e :  is  wyf- 
stondinge.  pet  is  /  hua^ine  fe  man  wyfstant  /  to  alle 
ham  :  fet  guod  /  him  wolde.  Yor  fe  proude  /  ouer- 
wenere :  yef  me  hi?^  wif  ni??^J? :  he  him  defende]).  yef 
me  him  chaste])  :  he  is  wrojj.  yef  me  him  wel  ret :  he 
ne  lefj)  nenne  /  bote  his  03ene  "v^^yt.  Hit  is  a  perilous 
ziknesse  /  Jjet  ne  may  na3t  folye  :  fet  me  him  take,  and 
to  fan  /  fet  alle  medicines :  went  in  to  uenim. 


}?E    .iiij.    BO3    OF   PREDE. 

The  Fourth  Hough 
of  Pride  is  Foiil 

tion).  clepej)  /  ine  clergie  :  ambicion.  fet  is  /  kuead  wilninge 


pe  uerjje  bo3  of  prede  /  is  fole  wylninge.  fet  me 
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lie^e  to  cliue.  )?is  zeniie  /  is  ]?e  dyeules  pa?me  /  of  lielle.  Tins  sin  is  titc 

devil's  pan  of  liell. 

liiierinne  /  he  make]?  his  friinges.     ]pes  bo^  hi?/i  spret  /  Tins  bough 

ine  uele  manyeres  /  ari^thalf  /  and  alefthalf.     Vor  ])e  and  left. 

ilke  /  ]?et  wylne]?  /  he^e  to  cliue  :  to  zonie  /  ha  wyle  on  the  one  side  it 

.  •   ii     IP     appears  in  flattery 

queme.  and  peroi  wexcp  /  uele  zennes  :  ase  ari^tnali.  and  simulation, 

])et  is  to  W3rtene  :  lozewgerie.  simulacion.  folliche  yeue  : 

uor  ])et  me  ssel  hi?7i  hyealde  /  corteys  /  and  large.     To  on  the  other  in 

.  ,  slander 

ofren  /  ha  wyle  harmy.  and  ferol  comjj  ])e  zenne  j  a- 

lefthalf.  ase  to  miszigge  /  to  ham  /  ]jet  he  wyle  harmi :  and  evii  win ; 

him  uor  to  anhe^i.  and  him  arerej)  blame  /  and  wylnejj  / 

fane  dyajj  /  of  fan  /  fet  halt  /  fet  he  wenf  come   to  / 

and  bezuykynges.    and  euel  red  :    co^zspiracions.   strif.  in  deceit,  treach- 

and  uele  of  re  zezznes  /  jjet  wexef  /  of  f  ise  queade  bo3e.  consphacy,Tnd 

strife. 
J5E    .V.    BO3    OF    PREDB. 

be  uifte  bo2  of  prede  /  is  ydele  blisse.   bet  is  /  fole  /  The  Fifth  Bough 

/  :>  1  /         J  .  .  of  Pride  is  Vanity 

likinge  /  of  fole  heryinge.  f  awne  he  uelf  /  ine  his  herte  (idie-biiss). 

He  that  loves  to 

wytindeliche  /  of  f  et  he  is  /  of  er  wenf  by.  yhered  /  of  be  praised, 

zome  f  inge  /  f  et  he  hef  ine  him  /  of  er  wenf  habbe. 

and  wvle  by  yhered.   berof  /  huerof  /  he  ssolde  herie  robbeth  God  and 

J  -J    'i  r  I  I  stealeth  that 

god.     And   beruore  /  ydcleblisse  /  benimf  god  /  and  which  is  His ;  for 

ofall  our  goods  He 

stelf  /  fet  his  is.     Vor  of  alle  oiu:e  guodes  :  he  ssel  shaii  have  the 

...  ^  ,  worship  and  hon- 

habbe  f  e  worf  ssipe  /  and  f  e  herymge.    and  we  /  f  e  our,  and  we  the 

r    -\  use  of  them. 

wynny[n]gge. 

Ydeleblisse :  is  fe  grete  .vynd  /  J.et  frauj,  doun  /  Jt^wtrtiLw- 

fe  greate  tours  /  and  fe  he^e   steples/^and   fe  greate  !"J'rThiKTem- 

beches  /  ine  wodes   /  braub  to   frpounde.  an  be   sjreate  i'^^^'  ^"^^  ^''^^^ 

'  /     /         /  o  JO  beeches  in  woods, 

helles  /  makef  to  resye.  fet  byef  /  f e  he3e  men  /  and 

bet  byeb  /  mest  worb.      bet  is  be  dyeules  peni  /  huer-  ^*  ^*  the  devil's 

I  ''     1    I  T         '  I  'J  i-  I  2)enny  wherewith 

mide  he  bayf  /  alle    fe  uayre   pane-worfes  /  ine   fe  hebuyethgood 

markatte  /  of  f ise  wordle  /  fet  byef  /  f e  guode  workes. 

And  uor  fet  /  f er  byef  /  f ri  manere  of  guodes  /  fet       [Foi.  6.  b.] 

man  hef  of  god.  and  fet  f e  dyeuel  /  wyle  begge  /  mid 

his  pans  :  f  eruore  /  him  to-delf  f  is  bo^  /  ine  f  ri  manere  /  JJ  spreadeth  into 

smale  bo3es  /  huer-of  wexef  /  ech  manere  zewne  /  fet  no  boughs. 

clerek  /  ne  kan  telle.     ]pe  ilke  f ri  manere  guodes  /  fet 


-^  OF    TJIilEI-:     KIN'DH    OF    GOODS. 

Thegoodatiuituf  m-m  ln.v  (jf.r.xl.   Lyeb  /  be  KUodes  of  keiide.    be  cniodes 

)iaveof  Goil  arc,  rn  J    r    I    r      o  r      n 

Lgood-sofuature.  of  li:iT).    be   'Hiodes  of  in'dc.d.     be  kendeliche  miodes  / 

2.  gooilsonortune,  i        r        o  ft  i  ft  / 

3.  KO(uu  of  K'l-ace.    ]>)'(-'))   )jo  /  jjet  1110   clepo]}  /  l)y   keiide.   ojjer  /  aye   ]?et 

The  kimlly  goocla    ,,  ,  ,  ,  ,  .  ,,it  -ii. 

are  those  iHjrtuin-  body:  ojjer  /  aye  |>e  zaiile.  Auorye  ))et  bodi :  ase  heljje. 
theloui."^  ">o'or  ^r^yfj^gj^  strengJjG.  proucsse.  noblesse,  guodc  tonge. 
JrehSi'^b^mt^"  ^^'"^^  learde.  Auorye  ]?o  zaiile  :  ase  clier  wyt.  wel  uor 
8troiigLha);-o'.vejs,  to  uiiderstonde.     and  sotil  wvt  /  v/el  nor  to  vvnde  / 

nobility,  good  "^       '  J  I 

loa-ue,  and  good   guode  oiiderstoiidinge  I  wel  to  ofhealde.  And  be  u/rtues 

discourse. 

Tiie  spiritual        of  kende  /  huerby  /  som  ys  kendeliche  :   more  jja/me 

goods  are  clear  .  •-,  ^  i 

and  subtle  wit  and  o]}er.  ojjcr  larger  /  ofer  milder  /  ofer  gmciouser.  ofer 

Btaudin""  ^'  atempros.  and  wel  y-ordayned.    Of  alle  Jjise  yefj^es  :  me 

we'ot'iuTo^'"'  sscl  fonki  god /and  serui  /  uor  jjet  hi  come))  alio  of 

thank  God.  \\\m.     bailes  be  proude  /  hise  zelb  to  be  dyeiile  /  uor 

Nevertheless    the  ■»     ?  r       l  /  V  r  J  I 

proud  sell  them     Jjaue  ualsue  peuy  /  of  ydele  ^  blisse.    and  werre]?  ofte 

to  the  devil  lor 

the  luise  penny  of  god  /  of  alle  liis  guodes.   liuer-of  /  he  ssolde  J?onki  god. 

idle-bliss.  k       ^     ^  •  -,  i  '  ■^^  • 

And  liuo  Jjet  nimf  wel  yeme  /  me  alle  Jjise  guodes  of 
kende  /  fet  ich  habbe  /  ssortliche  y-tald  :  by  hit  ze^me  / 
be  ydele  blisse  /  ine  to  uele  maneres  /  fet  /  ech  may 
betere  y-zy  /  yne  hi7?z-zelue  /  yef  he  wyle  /  wel  studie  : 
fet  ofre  ne  conne  him  zigge. 
The  goods  of  for-  he  f]juodes  of  hap  :  byeb  he^nesses.  ri chesses,  delices. 

tune  (hap)  are  .  i  J    f        ? 

highness,   riches,  and  p/'ospcrites.  hucrof  me  fciigj)  /  iiic  uclc  mauercs.  Yor 

delights,  prosper- 
ity, huanne  fe  Iheuedi  of  hap  /  lie]?  hire  hue^el  y-went.  to 

of  fortune  turns      j?©  maiiue  /  aiid  arercd.   and  yzet  to  ]7e  lie3]7e  of  hare 

thenViovv  'UJ,''^'"^'  hue3el  /  ase  []?e]  ^  melle  to  Jje  wynde.  and  J^ere  he3e  y-cliue. 

j^ere  blawej)  /  alle  f  e  tuelf  wyndes  :  of  ydele  blisse.  A^or 

huanne  fe  ilke  /  f et  is  zuo  he3e  arise  /  ine  prosperite  / 

and  in  his  pro.^-     ben";!?  in  his  herte  /  uerst  /  to  be  diernete.  efterward  /  to 

perity  he  thinks  of   -f       "/  /  /  J'  t>  / 

his  dignity,  pros-  his  prosperite.    efterban  /  to  his  richesses.  efterward  / 

perity,  riches, 

lusts,  feiiowsiiip,    to  his  lostcs  /  ]jet  his  body  he]?,   efterjian  /  to  fe  greate 

his  fair  household,         ^  -<        i  i  •  -i  o  i      / 

his  manners,  hi3  uela3rede  /  fet  liim  uol3e]j.    efterward  /  to  Jje  uayre 

abuiiiiimceoftair  ii^ayiie  /  fct  \\\m  serue]).  efterfan  /  to  his  uayre  man- 

'"*^'^^^'  eres.  efterward  /  to  his  uaire  ridinges.  efte[r]ward  /  to 

to  the  decking  of  jje  plente  /  of  uayre  robes,  efterban  /  to  fe  di3tinge  /  of 

his  house,  and  to 

his  ease ;  his  housc  /  wyjj  eysc  of  loste  /  and  o  jjre  manere  har- 

^  MS.  ydelele  -  j^e  is  incorrectly  erased  in  MS. 


him  all  the  twelve 
winds  of  idle-bliss, 
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neys  /  )jet  zuo  moche  is  iiayr  /  and  noble,  efterward  / 

to  Jie  greate  presens.    and  to  ]je  greate  festes  /  ]>et  me  to  great  feasts, 

and  to  his  good 

him  make])  oueral.  efterj?an  /  to  his  guode  los  /  and  to  fame. 

his  praj'-zinges  /  bet  oueral  uleb.     )pus  \\im  ioisseb   and  Then  he  so  rejoic- 

eth  and  glorifieth 

him  glorilie]}  jje  wreche  /  ine  his  herte,  zuo  Jjet  he  not  /  that  he  knoweth 
huer  he  ys.     ]?ise  bye])  ])e  yef])es  /  ])et  come])  of  ydele 
blisse.  fet  is  to  wytene  xij.  maneres  of  uondinge  of  ydele 
blisse.  ])et  habbe])  ])0  :  ine  he^  stat.  o])er  ine  J)e  wordle  / 
o])er  ine  religion.  oJ)er  clerk.  o])er  lewed. 

)?e  guodes  of  grace,  byef  uirtues  /  and  guode  workes.  The  goods  of  grace 

AT  •  T/pii  iT/11      ^""^  virtues  and 

And  aye  fise  guodes  /  oite  blau])  ])e  stranglaker  /  ydele  good  works : 

blisse.  and  ofte  uelj)  /  ])e  greatte  traues  /  and  ])e  he^este. 

}jet  bye])  /  ])e  meste  guode  men.  And  [})ou]  sselt  y-wyte  / 

])et  yne  u/rtues  /  and  ine  guode  workes  :  uonde])  ])e  these  the  devil 

,  T/1  iiTT  /•,•  1  /  trieth  in  three 

dyeuel  /  be  ydele  blisse  /  me  ])ri  maneres.     po,  on  /  zuo  ways. 

is  /  ine  herte  /  wyfinne  /  hua?^ne  me  yher])  /  of  J)e       ^^^'^-  '^-  ^-^ 

guodes  /  ])et  me  deb  /  prmeliche.  ase  of  benes.  ober  /  of  ^^*-  ^®  "^^^^^  _ 

*^  '    '  r  /  r  r       /  manthink  himself 

priue  workes.  and  wen])  ]>q  man  /  by  betere  mid  god :  ^^^"«i"  ^'^.^^  God 
])awne  he  by.     J)e  o'pei  /  zuo  ys  /  hua?zne  he  he])  /  ane  2nd.  He  causes 

.  liim  to  be  pleased 

fole  blisse  ine  liiin  /  of  ])et  /  he  yher])  /  ofer  j-zi^]>  /  of  at  hearing  himself 
his  guode  nameco])hede.  and  pet  he  is  ypraysed.  and  man. 
y-hyealde  uor  ejuod  man.     be  bridde  zuo  is  /  hua?ine  he  •^^'^-  He  makes 

•^      "^  '^  ^       f  '  him  desire  and 

"wilneb  /  and  zekb  /  and  porchace])   los  /  and    name-  seek  a  good  name, 

^    '  r    I  ir  r  I  ^      not  for  God's 

coubhede.     and   in   zuiche    onderstondinc^e  /   deb    his  sake,  but  for  the 

^  ^  o      /  J-  world's. 

guodes  /  na^t  uor  god  p?*opreliche  :  ac  uor  fe  wordle. 

j?E    ZIXTE    BO3    OF    PREDE. 

])Q  zixte  bo3  of  prede  :  is  ypoc?'/sye.  fet  is  a  ze?ine  /  Tiie  sixth  Bough 
fet  make])  to  ssewy  /   ])e  guod  wy])-oute  /  ])et  ne  is  crisy. 

,  ,  .  •  /         J  1      1     Those  are  hypo- 

na3t  /  wy])-mne.  ))a?2ne  bye])  ])0  /  ypoc?'ztes  /  ])et  makep  crites  who  pretend 

,  1  I         -,  T,  jij^it  to  be  good  men  but 

ham  guode  men  /  and  ne  bye])  na^t.  ])et  make])  more  are  not  truly  so. 

streng})e  /  to  habbe  ])ane  name  of  guod  man :  ])a?^ne  fe 

zo])nesse  :  and  ])e  holinesse.     And  ])is  hire  to-del])  /  ine  kindsofhypocrisy, 

foul,  foolish,  and 

J)ry.     Vor  ])er  is  /  an  ypoc/'/sye  /  uoul.   and  ano])re  /  subtle. 

fole.  and  fe  fridde  /  sotd.    ])o  bye])  /  uoule  ypocr^tes  /  hypocrUe'stho  do 

j)et  do])  /  hyi-e  uoulhedes  /  ine  halkes  :     And  sseawej)  J^n^ST '^''^^' "' 
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ami  Ku.h  men  our  haiu  giiudu  /  to-uorc   bu   Liulko.      Zuiclic  clepeb   /  uuro 

Loril  c-ompiires  to  '  *  t.     j     i 

puiiite.i aiiiU'iiiba  Uiord  :  borieles    ypeyiit.    and  y-gelt,     j)o    byeb  /  folo 

8epulc)ires. 

Tiio  foolish  iiypo-  ypoc/'/tes  /  piit  yno^  ham  loke])  klciiliche  /  to  pe  bodye  / 

crites  keep  the  ,     .  .  ,  •       •       1 1  •    i 

body  chaste,  bo  as  aiid  do])  maiiio  penonccs  /  an  guode.    p/7ncipalliche  : 

to  be  esteeiued  of  Li/fi.  ii  ui./  iiii  / 

ineii ;  thus  they        ^OF    JjO    loS  /  Ot     p(3     WOl'dle.     UOF    \>iit    /    inC    lialt     liani  / 

"£>i:a',':3  g"«J«  "»«"■  P°  V],  wel  folcs.  uor  /  of  guod  metal :  hy 

The  subtle  iiypo-    makeb  /  ualsG  moneye.     bo  byeb  ypocr/tes  /  sotyls.  bet 

crites  aspire  to  ■''  J  j  J    r  J  r  I  J         T 

diffnities.anJiu.ie  sotilliclio  /  wyllejj  liejG  cliuG.   and  steleb  /  be  dingnetes  / 

their  evil  disposi- 
tion, and  J?e  baylyes.     Hy  doj)  /  al  fet  guod  man  ssel  do : 

gain  theu-  pS-  ziio  J)ct  no  man  /  ne  may  his  knawe  /  al-huet  fawne  / 
EiZStr'"  fet  1"  by),  uol  wexe  /  and  heje  ycliue  /  iiie  dynguetes. 
their  true  colours,  ^j^j  y^niiQ  /  ssewejj  hy  JjB  kucades  /  fet  were  /  y-hole  / 
and  yroted  /  ine  fe  herte.  pet  is  to  wytene  :  prede. 
and  exhibit  their    auaiice.    malice.    and  ojjre  kueade  dedes.  huer-by  me 

pride,  avarice,  and 

malice.  kiiau]?  aperteuche  :  J)et  /  ])et  trau  /  nes  neure  guod.  and 

fet  hit  wes  /  al  fayntise  /  and  ypocn'sie  :  al  J?et  he 
hedde  beuore  y-ssewed.  J^eruore  /  hit  is  zoJj  yzed.  "  Ne 
sselt  Jjou  neure  y-wyte  /  huet  man  ys :  alhuet  he  ys  / 
fer  he  wyle  by." 

)?E    ZEUENDE    BO3    OF    PREDE. 

Tiie  Seventh  P^  zeueude  bo3  /  of  prede  /  ys  /  fol  drede  /  and  fole 

foul  dre'fd^nd'  ''   ^^^^^  /  ^^^^®  ^®   ^^^  /  ^^^    ^^    ^^^®  /  ^^^    f®    WOrdle  / 

shame  jjg^  ^^q  j^q  -[^j  j  ybyealde  ypocrite  /  ne  papelard  /  huer 

dreadeth  the         nie  dret  more  be  wordle  :  ba?zne  god.     )?e  ilke   ssame  / 

world  more  than 

God.  com]?  of  kueade  kuemynge  /  fet  me  wyle  kueme  /  J)e 

This  s-n  i  kueade.     And  feruore  /  is  hy  dorter  of  prede.   and  fe 

daughter  of  pride,  zeueude  bo^  /  he^liche.  and  makeb  ofte  /  lete  bet  guod 

and  maketh  men 

to  forsake  God  and  to  doue :  and  do  bet  kuead  /  uor  to  kueme  kueadliche 

please  the  world. 

to  f  e  wordle. 

of\he  Beast  J?"""^  ^^'^    ^\>^^    HEAUED  /  OP    };E    BESTE    OF    HELLE. 

The  second  head  J^^t  ofer  heaued  /  of  fe  kueade  beste  :    is    enuie. 

Envy,tradder  f^t  is  fe  eddre  /  fet    al  /  enuenymef.      Enuie    /    is 

Elw7?sTath'r"'  nioder  /  to  fe  dyaf e.  Vor  by  Jje  enuie  /  of  J?e  dyeule  : 

J^^^^^JI'.j^^'"  ^•'^^  com  dyaj)  /  to  fe  wordle  /  fet  is  Jje  ze?zne  /  fet  mest 

death  came  into     ari^t  /  makeb  man  /  ilich  be  dyeule  /  his  uader.     Vor 
the  world.  ?    /  r  /  r        J  1 
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J)e  dyeiiel  /  ne  hatejj  /  bote  o])res  guod.  and  ne  louej)  /  ^ 

bote  olpves  harm,  and  zuo  dej?  /  fe  enuious.  pe  en-  The  envious  man 
uious  /  ne  may  ysy  /  jjet  guod  of  ojjren  /  na?imore  /  '^ros'^erit^oTother 
hanne  be  oule  /  ober  be  calouwe  mous  /  be  bri^tnesse  /  ™^"« 

■'  •'  /       /        /  /    J  /  /    just  as  the  owl  and 

of  be  zonne.      be   ilke  ze?me  /  libn  to-delb  /  ine  bri  bat  dislike  the 

■^  '  ^     '  ^        brightness  of  the 

bo3es  /  he3liclie.      Vor  ]je  ilke  ze/me  /  anuenyme]?  /  sun. 

This  sin  is  divided 

aijjeruerst  /  fe  herte  /  of  f  e  enuious.  and  efterward  /  into  three  boughs. 
Jjane  mouj?  and  efterward  /  ]>&  workes.      j)Q  lierte  of  fe  heart,  2.  the' 
enuious  /  ys  enuenymed  /  and  suo  niiswent.     fet  lie  ne  worlVof man. 
may  /  ofre  ma?2ne  guod  /  yzy  /  f et  bit  hi?/i  ne  uorjjing]?  /  ^'^^  ^ITrrT'^k 
wybinne  be  herte.   and  demb  kueadliche.   and  bet   he  upon  another 

■•  ■'  •'  man's  happiness. 

yzi^j)  /  oj7er  jjet  /  he  yherf  :  nimlp  hit  to  kueade  wytte  / 
and  of  al  /  make]?  his  harm,  zuo  moche  /  fet  to  fe 
herte  /  of  fe  enuious  /  fortes  uenimouses  /  of  uals 
dom  /  ]?et  me  ne  hise  may  telle.      Efterward  famine  /  f  e  when  the  envious 

.  11/1  ^^"^  heareth  of 

enuious  y-her]j  /  ofer  yzy]?  /  o]?rema?2ne  kued  /  huet  fet  another's  misfor- 

hit  by  /  o})er  kuead  of  bodye  /  ase  dya]?  /  o]?er  ziknesse.  poveky,  &c.,  ' 

o]?er  kuead  of  auenture  [hap],   ase  pouerte  /  o]jer  ad- 

uersite.  o]}er  kuead  gostlich  /  ase  hua/^ne  he  yher]?  /  Jjet 

zome  /  })et  me  hyelde  guode  men :  ys  y-blamed  /  of 

zome  vice.       Of  ])elliche  ]?inges  /  hi??i  glede]?  ine  his  he  rejoiceth  in 

herte.     Efterward  /  huawne  he  yzi^]?  /  ofer  ylierf  /  fe 

guod  of  ofren.  by  hyt  /  guod  of  kende  /  ofer  guod  of 

hap  /  olier  gaod  of  grace  /  huerof  we  habbel?  /  aboue  y-  ^^  ™^"'.^  hai>vi- 

^    I      J        o  o  /  f    I  o      jjggg  Qj.  jQy  cause 

speke  :    ba/^ne  him  comb  /  a  zorae  to  be  herte  /  bet  he  him  to  be  sorrow- 

.  :>  r  I     r  fulin  heart. 

ne  may  by  ine  reste  /  ne  maky   glednesse  /  ne  uayr 

se??^blant.     IS^ou  boumi^t  ysy  /  bet  bevenimouse  herte/  Thus  the  envious 

^  ^     ^    ^    /    /■        r       ^  ^  /     j^gj^j.^  sinneth  in  a 

of  ]?e  enuiouse  /  zene^e]?  generalliche  :  ine  }?ri  maneres.  threefold  manner, 
ine  ualse  demynges.  ine  awar^ede  glednesse.   ine  worse  1.  in  false  deem- 

ings. 

zor3es.   alsuo  he  zene3e])  by  fe  mou]?e.       Yor  hit  be-  2.  in  wicked  giad- 
houe]}  /  fet  zuich  wyn  /  yerne  by  ]?e  teppe  :  ase  fer  3, 


ness. 

in  worse  sor 

is  /  ine  })e  tonne.      And  uor  J?et  /  Ipe  herte  /  wes  uol  of  ''"^' 


He  sinneth  also 

uenym  :  hit  behoue]?  /  J)et  hitlheape  /  out  be  femoufe.  by  the  mouth 
ba?ine  of  be  mofulbe  /  of  be  enuious  /  comeb  out  /   bri  ing  fuu  of  venom, 

'  ^  L    Jjri  r  I  -^  /     -^        it  leapeth  out  by 

manere  wordes  uenimouses.  huerof  spekf  daui]?  /  ine  J)e  the  mouth,  in  the 
sautere.  ])et  "  ]?e  mou]?  /  of  J)e  enuious  :  is  uol  of  cor-  '     ' 
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blttemeiiH,  and 
treachory. 


Tlie  envious  hath 
three  maimers  of 
venum  iu  deeds. 


The  envious  man 
is  like  tlie  basi- 
lisk, no  greenness 
may  last  before 
him. 

Corn  has  three 
stages,  it  is  first  as 
in  the  grass, 
afterward  in  ear, 
afterward  it  is  full 
of  fruit. 

1.  The  envious 
man  tries  to 
quench  the  begin- 
ning of  goodness 
that  he  sees  in  , 
others. 

2.  He  tries  to 
slander  and  to 
destroy  those 
flourishing  in 
goodness. 

[Fol.  S.  a.] 
8.  He  is  full  of  sor- 
row and  bitterness 
towards  those  who 
are  established  iu 
goodness. 
This  sin  is  very 
perilous,  and 
against  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

He  who  sinneth 
against  the  Holy 
Ghost  shall  nei- 
ther have  mcrcyin 
this  world  nor  in 
the  other,  because 
this  sin  cannot  be 
repented  of. 


singe  /  unci  ol"  IjiterlK^du  /  an  oi  Ijezuykynge."  Of 
corsyngG  :  nor  Jje  guodes  of  ojjreu  /  he  inis.say)j  /  and 
hise  lessej)  /  alsenioclie  /  ase  lie  may.  Of  byterhede  : 
iior  |)e  kueades  /  of  ofren  /  he  hise  morej)  /  and  arere))  / 
be  his  mi^tc.  Of  beziiykyinge.  vor  al  fet  he  yzi3})  /  o))er 
ylier]} :  he  went  hit'to  kueade  /  and  hit  demjj  /  ualslyche. 
Eftenvard  /  fe  enuion.s  /  he]?  Jjri  maneres  /  of  uenim 
iiie  dede  :  ase  he  lie]}  /  ine  moiij^e  /  and  ine  herte. 
nor  kende  /  of  Jje  enuious  :  is  to  wifdra^e  /  and  uor  to 
destrne  /  be  his  mi3te  :  alle  giiod  /  by  hit  lite  /  by  hit 
lesse  /  by  hit  uoldo.  })anne  is  he  /  of  fe  kende  /  of  Jjb 
baselycoc.  uor  no  grenhede  /  ne  may  yleste  /  beiiore 
hym.  ne  in  gerse  /  ne  ine  busse  /  ne  ine  trauwe. .  panne 
by  j}e  godspelle  :  j^et  corn  he  J)  pri  stas.*  uor  hit  is  uerst 
ase  i??e  gerse  /  efterward :  ine  yere.  efterAvard  /  is  uol 
of  frut  /  and  al  ripe.  Alzuo  Jjer  byej)  zome  /  fet  habbef 
guod  ginninge  /  wel  uor  to  libbe  /  and  to  prahti  /  and 
byejj  ase  ine  gerze.  Jje  ilke  /  him  payne]?  /  Jje  enuious  / 
uor  te  kuenche  /  yef  he  may.  j)e  ojjre  bye]?  /  ase  ine 
yere  /  fet  wel  iloure]?  /  ine  guode  /  and  p?'ofitej7.  by  hit 
to  god  :  ofer  to  pe  Avordle.  and  ])0  rebelef  /  J?e  enuyous  / 
uor  to  ssende  /  and  to  destrue  :  be  hys  mi3te.  j)e  o])re 
bye])  uol-mad  /  and  ine  grat  stat  /  and  doj)  moche  guod  / 
to  god  /  and  to  fe  wordle.  Vor  pet  guode  los  /  to 
abatye  :  and  hyre  guodes  to  lo3y  /  ]?e  enuious  eigrajpej)  / 
alle  his  gynnes.  Vor  pe  more  /  pet  pe  guodes  byep 
greate  :  pe  more  zor3ep  /  pe  enuious.  j)is  zenne  /  is  zuo 
perilous  :  pet  onneape  /  me  may  /  come  /  to  ri3te  uor- 
penchinge.  Vor  pet  hi  ys  con[t\7riTio\\s  j  to  pe  holy  goste  / 
pet  is  welle  /  of  alle  guode.  And  god  zayp  /  ine  his 
spelle  /  pet  huo  pet  zene3ep  /  a-ye  pane  holy  gost :  he  ne 
ssel  neure  /  habbe  merci  /  ine  pise  wordle  /  ne  ine  pe 
opre.  uor  he  zene3ep  /  of  his  o^ene  kueadnesse.  and  me 
ssel  ine  pet  /  hoUyclie  onderstonde.  Vor  per  ne  is  / 
no  ze;me  /  zuo  grat :  pet  god  ne  uoryefp  /  ine  pise 
'  stapes  or  states  ? 
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wordle  /  yef  man  him  uor]?ing])  /  and   byt  inerci  /  nor  There  is  no  sin  so 

.  great  that  God 

pe  zenne.   jiet  werrejj  /  be  his  mi3te  /  fe  grace  /  of  fe  does  not  forgive 
holy  gost.  ine  J?et  he  werre])  /  o])renia?me  guod  gostlich  /  and  seek  for 
ase  pe  yewes  /  werrede  lesu  crist  /  uor  ]je  gviodes  /  ]}et  ^^^^^' 
he  dede. 

pE    ZEiV^NEN    AYE    )?E    HOLY    GOST. 

And  ]jou  sselt  ywyte  /  J)et  jjer  byej)  zix  zennes  j  jjet  The  six  sins 

•    IT   1        /  »        1      1  1         1     i     •■      J  against  the  Holy- 

bye])  specialnche  /  ayens  pe  hoiy  gost.      pet  is  to  wy-  Ghost. 

teue  /  ouerweninge.  ])et  makeji  to  moche  sprede  /  ]je  merci  i.  Overweening. 

of  oure  Ihorde  /  and  litel  prayze]?  /  his  ri^tuohiesse.  and 

Jjeruore  /  zene3e]j  moche  uolk  /  ine  hope.      J^e  o])er  is  /  ii.  Wanhope  (de- 

1        •  1    /  1  •  •   /  •  spair). 

wanhope.  ])et  benimj?  god  /  his  merci  /  ase  ouerweninge  : 

his  ri3[t]uolnesse.  ])q  jjridde  is  /  wy[])]sto?idinge.  jjet  is/  iii.  opposition 

hardiiesse  of  herte.  hua7?ne  man  /  is  y-hert  /  ine  his  heart.) 

kueadnesse  /  fet  me  ne  may  /  hi/?i  wende  /  and  na3t  ne 

wyle  /  hym  amendi.      ])q  uerjje  is  /  onwor])hede  /  of  iv.  Despite  of 

penonce.     )?et  is  hua?2ne  man  /  ordaynej)  ine  his  herte  /  tenee). 

bet  he  /  him  ne  ssel  na3t  uorj^enche  /  his  ze?ine.      Jpe  v.  striving 

■      „         ,     ,  i        •  t  against  the  Holy 

vifte  is  /  to  wern  )je  grace  /  ot  ])e  holy  gost :  me  opren.  Ghost  in  others. 
)?e  zixte  is  /  to  werri  zobnesse  /  be  his  wytinde  /  and  vi.  warring 

..  against  truth,  and 

specialliche  /  ]?e  zojjnesse  /  of  fe  cnstme  beleaue.     Alle  especially  against 

,,,  ,  ,  p.       11  J.     t'i6  Christian  be- 

Jjise  ze72-nes  /  bye])  aye  pe  guodnesse :   oi  pe  hoiy  gost.  Hef. 

and  bye])  /  zuo  greate  /  ])et  onneafe  /  come])  to  ri3te  uor-    fgi^tTthe  HoTy 

])enchinge.  and  ])eriiore  /bye])  hy  /  onnea])e  uoryeue.        Ohost,  and  are  so 

repented  of. 
JjE   ))RIDDE    HEAUED    OF    )?E    KUEADE    BESTE. 

)5e  J)ridde  heaued  /  of  fie  beste  /  is  hate.      Ac   ])ou  The  third  head  of 

,  .  ,  ,  .         .  tlie  evil  beast  is 

sselt  ywyte  /  ])et  fer  is  an  hate  /  fet  is  uirtue.      fet  fe  hate. 
guode  man  hef  /  aye  ])et  kuead.      An  ofre  /  ])et  is  ze/ine  is  virtuous,  but^^ 
wel  grat.    J)et  is  felhede  /  of  herte.  huerof  come])  /  uele  nessroVhe^artis  a 
bo3es.     and  he3liche  :  uour.  by  ])e  uour  werreres  /  ])et  ThI Hater  has 
be  feloun  heb.     ]pe  uerste  is  /  to  hi?>i-zelue.    uorhuamie  four  wars  (strifes). 

'  r         -f  /  The  1st  is  with 

man  /  him  berj)  hate  /  to  pe  torment  /  and  fe  zaule  /  himself,  as  when 
and  pet  body  /  zuo  pet  man  /  ne  may  slepe  ne  none  ment  he  kiib 
reste  habbe.     Operhuyl  /  him  be-nimp  pane  mete  /  and   ""^^^ 
pane  drinke.      and  niakep  him  ualle  /  ine  ane  feure  / 
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ofer  ine  ziiiclie  zor^e  :  fot  he  nim))  /  fane  <lya{).     ))et  is 

a  vor  /  fet  wastej?  /  alio  fe  guodes  /  of  J)e  house.      ))e 

The  2iici  i8  wit^i     o))re  weFFC  /  Jjet  fe  felouii  he))  :  fet  is  to   gode.      Vor 

Kom'e  sifkuess  or    wrefe  /  and  felonye  /  op-beref  /  and  nimj)  zuo  /  o])er- 

onvietS  &?"'     ^^yl  /  f^  ^^^^*^^  ^^  f®  ^^^^®  /  ^^^^  ^*^^^^  adiiersite  tiiiilich  / 

ofer  uor  ziknesse  /  ofer  uor  dyaj)  /  of  urendes.   oJje[r]  uor 

zome  misual  /  J?et  his  wyl  /  ne  is  na^t  y-do  :    fet  ha 

grochej?  /  aye  oiire  Ihord.     and  euele  fonke))  god  /  and 

[i  MS.  v}re\}uoiio^  liis  hal3en  /  and  zuerej)  /  and  blasfeme))  /  a-ye  god  /  and 

The  srd  is  with      j^^g  j^al^en.    j)G  fridde  wene/fet  fe  wrefuolle '  hej).    is 

uiuier  him.-his    to  Jjan  /  Jjct  bye])  onder  him.     jjet  is  /  to  his  wyue  /  and 

iiousehoid.  to  his  mayne.      Yor  Jje  man  /  is  ojjerhuyl  zuo  out  /  of 

He  beatetii  his       his  wytte  :  ])et  ha  beat  /  and  smit  /  and  wyf  /  and  chil- 

wife  and  children     •,  /,  ,  t  -r      ^  %.         j.        i  ^  i 

and  brciiketh  pots  dren  /  and  mayne.  and  brekj)  potes  /  and  coppes  /  ase 
were3t'ofhfs  ^'^  ^^  ^^®^®  /  °^^*  ^^  ^^^  wytte.  and  zuo  he  is.  ])q  uerf e  / 
^^'**^-  is  werre  /  wyb-oute  /  to  his  ne^vbores  /  and  to  his 

Tlie  4th  is  war  I         J  r  i  -)J  i 

with  his  neigh-      nixte  /  })et  byeb  alle  /  aboute  him.     And  of  bise  bo^e  / 

hours. 

[1  MS.  simaie\  Tvexe])  zeue  smale  ^  bo3es.    Vor  huanne  wrejje  arist  /  be- 

springeth  7  small  tuene  tuay  men :    f  er  is  uerst  chidiwge  /  and  ])a?2ne 

^Chilling.  wrejje  /  fet  blefjj  ine  herte.     effterward  /  wrefe.    efter- 

2.wrath.  s.Hate.  ^y^id  /  comb  ofte  stiif.  cftei  /  wyLiinge  of  wreche.  efter- 

4.  strife.  5.  Desire  IT  I       J  o 

of  vengeance.        ward  /  oberhuil  manslaite.     and  efterward  /  oberhuil 

6.  Manslaughter.  '       '  -'  '        * 

7.  Deadly  war.      worre  dyadlich  /  be-tuene  fe  urendes   /   huerof  com])  / 

ofte  /  to  moche  kuead  /  and  perils  /  fet  ne  mo^e  /  na3t 
War  produces        by  amended.    Vor  hua?zne  J)er  is  werre  /  be-tuene  tuaye 

many  horrors,  as  i,       p,       /        ■,  i        ,  i  ni        i/ 

the  death  of  many  men  I  hit  yuaij)  oite  /  fet  per  byep  moche  uoik  dyade  / 

Innocent  folk,  the    ,,  iiii  iiii  jiij. 

destruction  of  t^t  HO  habbe]?  ne?ine  geit.  cherchen  to  broke,  tounes 
buraing^of towns,  uorbcmd.  abbcycs.  priories,  hemes  destrud  /  and 
the  ruin  of  barns,  j^^^j^    /   ^-^^    wyfmeii  /  and    children  deserited   /    and 

the  disinheritance  i  ^j  i  i 

and  exile  of  men,  y-exiled.   aiid  londcs  dcstrud.  and  to  moche  /  of  obre 

women,  and  '  -' 

children,  lands      harmcs  /  bet  bye]?  y-do  /  be  be  encheyson  /  of  ban  /  ]?et 

destroyed,  &c.  . 

hi  byej)  yhealde  /  uor  te  amendi  /  J)et  /  J)is  purchace]). 
and  fe  Ihord  /  and  alle  fo  /  ])et  bye])  to  ham  helpinde. 
an  ine  zuyche  nyede.  and  ])eruore  hy  bye])  /  ine  greate 
balance  /  of  hyre  hel])e  /  of  zaule.    uor  hi  ne  11103 e 
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aiiiendi  /  iie  yelcle  :  Jje  liarmes  /  fet  hi  habbe]?  ydo.  and 
hit  behoue]?  yelde :  opev  hongy. 

)?E    UERJPE    HEAUED  /  OF    j)E    KUEADE    BESTE    OF    HELLE. 

j)et  uer]?e  heaued  /  of  J>e  wyckede  beste  /  is  onlust-  The  fourth  head 

hede.  pet  is  onlosthede  /  andtyene  to  do  wel.    ]?is  zewne  /  beast  of  heii  is 

his  a  to  knead  rote  /  ]?et  kest  /  uele  kueade  bo3es.     j)is  fo'soodXT^"" 

onlosthede  /  fet  is  sleujje  /  make]?  fet  man  hejj  /  kueade  P^oneness  to  do 

acfinnynpje  /  and  more  kueade  /  amendi/zcje  /  and  to  This  sin  is  a 

°         -^     ^1  I  ^      I  wicked  root,  that 

wors  endi?zge.     Kueade  anginnynge  /  he]?  ])e  sleuuolle  :  casteth  many  evil 

1         •  1  •  Til  boughs. 

be  zix  zemies.    pe  uerste  is  :  Jjonneliche.  hua?2ne  fe  man  sioth  makes  men 

loue])  lite  /  and  Iheucliche  oure  Ihord  /  fet  he  ssolde  ni^g^  ^^^^  amTiid- 

louye  /  bernindeliche.  and  Jjerof  com]?  /  fet  he  is  /  fyeble  gnfiin^.^  ^^^^^ 

and  Iheuc   /  to  alle  sruodes  /   to    done,     be   ober    is  ]-  '^\^  slothful 

'  o  /  'I  loveth  our  Lord 

ar3nesse  /  ))et  is  tyene  /  of  lierte  /  fet  is  ]?et  bed  /  to  jje  little  and  luke- 
dyeule  /  huerine  /  he  him  reste]?  /  and  zayjj  to  J>e  ma?zne  /  2.  He  is  timid  in 
and  to  ]?e  wyfina?zne.      *  ])\x  best  y-by  /  to  zofte  y-dra3e  do  penance,  and 
uorf.  J)ou  art  to  fiebble  /  of  co?72pleccioun.     f»ou  ne  mi^t  {l^^l^  ^/"j^g  J^^^^ 
na^t  do  /  ]3e  greate  penonces.     fou  art  to  tendre.     fou  [oL^oniosti?*^* 
ssoldest  by  anhaste  dyad.'    and  jjeruore  /  ])e  wrechche  / 
hi??^  let  ualle  to  done  fe  lostes  /  ofhisulesse.  )?e  jjridde  s.  The  idle  man  is 
is  ydelnesse.  Jjet  is  a  ze/zne  /  Jjet  dejj  moche  kuead  /  ase  devi^  first  L  think 
zay])  /  fe  wryti/zge.     Vor  huame  fe  dyeuel  /  uynt  fane  ^'aldstodSre 
man  ydel :  he  hine  deb  /  to  worke.  and  deb  hi/?i  uerst  /  ^'.iii^';"^^,  ribaid- 

'^  '    '  *  '    Ties,  lecheries,  and 

])enche  kuead.    and   efterward  /  to  wylni  uileynies  /  so  to  waste  Ws 

ribaudyes  /  lecheries  /  and  his  time  lyese  /  and  manye 

guodes  /  ])et  he  mi^te  do.    huerof  /  he  mi^te  wynne 

paradis.      be  uerbe  is  /  heuinesse.    hua/^ne  be  man  /  is  *•  The  heavy  man 

^  .  .  .  loveth  to  lie,  rest, 

zuo  heui  /  jjet  ne  loue])  /  bote  to  ligge  /  and  resti  /  and  and  sleep. 

He  had  rather 

slepe.      o]}erhuil  hy  byejj  /  yno3  awaked  /  to   nyedes  /  lose  four  masses 

,     ,   1  •  1      1  1  1  /I  ,  than  a  sweat  or  a 

Jjet  hi  hedden  leuere  /  lyese  vour  messen  :    pa?me  ane  sleep, 
zuot  /  ober  ane  slep.     be  vifte  is  /  wyckednesse.  bet  is  /  ^-  '^^^  wicked 

'      ^  ^         •'  '        "^  .  sluggard  will  not 

hua?^ne  be  man  /  lib  ine  zenne  I  and  y  velb  be  uondinges  /  try  to  amend  his 

I    evil  ways. 

of  fe  dyeule  /  and  of  his  ulesse  /  ))et  lii??i  asaylej?  /  and 
be  ri3te  kueadnesse  :  nele  arere  f  et  heued  /  to  gode  /  be 
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[Pol.  9.  a.] 

He  IH  like  the 
shrew,  who  would 
rather  rot  in 
priftou  than  take 
tlie  trouble  to 
climb  out  by 
steps. 

6.  The  man  of 
little  will  dread- 
eth  to  begin  to  do 
good,  for  fear  that 
God  will  fail 
him. 

This  is  the  dread 
of  the  dreamers, 
that  are  terrified 
by  their  dreams. 
He  is  like  those 
who  are  afraid  to 
go  out  for  fear  of 
a  snail,  or  like 
children  afraid  of 
a  goose  that  blow- 
eth. 

There  are  six  vices 
tiiat  prevent  good 
beginning  and 
amendment. 

Untruth.    The 

sinner  believes  the 

devil  rather  than 

God. 

[pe  dyeules  red : 

to  )>e  ontrevve] . 


Sloth.    This  is  a 
vice  tliat  all  are 
besmutted  with. 


Few  folk  are  as 
diligent  as  they 
are  holden  to  be. 


Fcrgetfulness. 
The  slothful  is 
loth  to  shrive,  and 
soon  forgetteth 
his  sins. 


True  shrift  is  ne- 
cessary to  forgive- 
ness, 


1)0  satisfacioun.  [Jedbote.]  )pe  ilke  aiiliknej)  /  fane 
ssrewe  /  fet  hej>  leiiere  rotye  /  in  a  pyvson  /  uoul  /  and 
stiiikinde  :  Jjawno  to  habbe  /  pa  pyne  of  stapes  /  to  cliue 
nor  his  outguoinge.  J3e  zixte  /  is  litel  wyl  [ar3nesse]. 
Ine  fise  zerme  /  bye  J)  fo  J  fet  habbej)  drede  /  of  na3t  / 
fet  ne  dorre  /  na^t  aginne  /  wel  to  done,  uor  hi  habbej) 
drede  fet  god  /  ham  wyle  fayly  /  ]jet  is  fe  drede  /  of  J)e 
meteres.  fet  hal)bej?  drede  /  of  hare  metiwges.  \)o 
anliknej)  fan  /  Jjet  ne  dar  na^t  guo  /  ine  ])e  pefe  nor  fane 
siiegge  /  fet  sseawef  him  his  homes.  And  to  fe  childe  / 
fet  ne  dar  na^t  guo  his  way  /  uor  fe  guos  f et  blauf. 

)5ise  byef  fe  zix  vices  /  fet  benymef  fe  mawne  / 
guod  gi/znynge.  Vor  ofre  zix  vices  /  ne  may  fe  sleawoUe/ 
liabbe  guod  aginnynge  /  ofer  amendement.  pat  byef 
techches  /  of  kuead  seriont  /  fet  makef  /  Jjet  noii  guod 
man  /  ne  ssel  his  onderuonge  /  in  to  his  seruice  /  hua/nie 
he  is  ontrewe.  sleuuoL  onssriuel.  uoryetinde.  slak.  and 
failinde.  ])e  uerste  vice  is  /  ontreufe.  Yor  huanne 
god  /  zet  ine  fe  herte  of  man  /  guod  wyl  /  wel  to  done  : 
famine  comf  fe  dyeuel  /  and  him  zayf  /  *  Jjou  hit  sselt 
wel  /  recouri  /  fou  art  yong  /  and  Strang  /  fou  sselt 
libbe  longe.'  and  zuo  he  \iim  /  onwonef  fe  dyeuel  /  wel 
uor  to  done.  Efterward  /  comf  sleufe.  uor  he  /  fet 
wel  def  /  and  def  hit  auerst :  hit  ne  is  no  wonder  /  J)a3 
he  hit  do  /  sleuuolliche.  pet  is  a  nice  huerof  al  fe 
wordle  is  besmet.  huo  j?et  nimf  wel  hede.  Yor  lite 
uolk  fer  byef  /  f et  by  diligent  /  ine  fet  hi  byef  / 
yhyealde  to  done  /  auorye  god  /  and  hire  nixte. 

Efter  sleaufe  /  is  uoryetinge.  Ycr  huo  fet  ys 
sleauuol :  ofte  uoryet.  Yor  fise  tuo  ze?ines  /  of  uoryet- 
ynge:  hit  yualf  ofte  /  Jet  he  ne  can  him  ssriue.  Yor 
hua?ine  fe  man  /  is  sleuuol  /  hi??2  to  ssriue  :  he  uoryet 
his  lackes  /  and  his  zemies  /  fet  is  grat  pe/il.  Yor  non 
ne  may  habbe  /  uoryeuenesse  :  wyf-oute  /  zofe  ssrifte. 
fet  berf  /  uorfenchinge  /  of  herte.  beknaulechinge  /  of 
zor3e  /  ne  grede  /  harou  be  ssrifte.    ne  arere  f  e  honden. 
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monjje  /  bo^samnesse  /  ine  clede  /  jjet  is  amendi/^ge  :  and  and  produces  rc- 

/  ,    J.  <?   1        pentance,  confes- 

dedbote.     per  ne  ys  noii  ziio  guod  man  /  pet  yel  lie  sion,  obedience, 
yze3e  wel  /  bis  03ene  lackes  /  ])et  be  ne  ssolde  uynde  /  sSuctSn!"'^ 
ynoj  nor  to  zigge  ecbe  daye  /  ine  bis  ssriff e.  Ac  sleufe. 
and  noryeti??ge  :   blende])  ])e  zene^eres.  ]?et  bi  ne  zyejj 
na3t  ine  ]>e  boo  /  of  bire  inwytte. 

JPE    PERIL    OP    SLACNESSB.  The  peril  of  slack- 


ness. 


Efterward  /  comb  slacnesse  /  bet  comb  /  of  be  de-  slackness  cometh 

'  ^  I    ^  r  I  r  of  default  of  cour. 

faute  /  of  berte  /  and  of  kueade  wone.    bet  bint  zuo  age  and  of  evil 

'  '  .  -^  habits, 

fane  man  /  Jjet  onneafe  /  be  bim  yeff  /  to  done  wel. 

oberbuil  bit  comb  /  of  onconnyndebede  :    and  of  fole  sometimes  it 

'  -*     '  comes  of  ignor- 

bete.  biier-by  j?e  man  /  op-let  zuo  bis  berte  /  and  bis  ance  and  of  foolish 

body  /  be  uestinges.     and  be  wakmges.  and  by  ofre 

dedes.  zuo  fot  be  ual]?  /  ine  fyeblesse  /  and  ine  zuicbe 

ziknesse  :    J^et  be  ne  may  na3t  trcaiayly  /  ine  godes 

seruice.  and  to-ual]?  /  ine  j^a  slacnesse  /  fet  be  ne  be]? 

smak  /  ne  deuocion  /  wel  to  done.     Efterward  /  comb  Afterwards  com- 

'  '  eth  weariness, 

weribede  /  bet  makej?  jjaiie  man  /  weri  /  and  worsi  /  that  maketh  man 

/  1  /IT  i'/i  1/1    ^^''^ary  and  worse. 

uram  daye  /  to  daye  /  al-buet  be  is  /  al  recreyd  /  and 
defayled.  And  ]?is  is  /  fe  zixte  vice  /  of  fe  kueade 
sergonte.  fet  be  faylej?  /  erfaii  be  come  /  to  fe  eiide  / 
o]?er  to  bis  terme.  And  me  kan  zigge  :  buo  f  et  seruef  / 
and  na3t  uolseruejj :  bis  ssepe  /  be  lyest. 

bE  .6.    POYNS    OF    SLEUbE  :    bST    BRENGEb    MAN    TO    HIS     The  six  points  of 

^  sloth  that  bring  a 

ENDE.  va^w  to  death. 

And  yet  eft  /  f  er  bye]?  /  zix  poyns  /  kueade.  buer-by 
sleujje  /  brcngl)  man  /  to  bis  ende.      ])e  uerste  is  /  i-  Disobedience, 

as  seen  in  a  reluct- 

onbo3saninesse.  bua^ine  ]je  man  /  nele  do  /  ])et  me  bim  ance  to  do  pen- 

,    .  1  •        1     J  •  /  ance. 

zay]}  /  me  penonce.    oper  me  mm  bat  zoiii])ing  /  ]?et 

\n.m  fing]?  bard,  be  bim  excuse]?  :  fet  be  bit  ne  may 

do.  ofer  yef  be  bit  onderuangf) :  be  bit  de]?  /  ofer  litel  /       C^o^-  ^-  ^-J 

ober  naat.     hQ  o]?er  poynt  /  is  inpacience.  uor  ase  be  ne  2-  impatience  of 

■^  -'       /  ,  control  and  cor- 

may  /  no  ]?ing  bere  /  be  bo3samnesse.  be  ne  may  folye  /  rection. 
be  paciense.  zuo  pet  non  /  ne  clar  to  him  speke  /  of  bis 
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8.  Oruii^'inj;  or      guodo.     \)(i    biidilc  /  IS  grocliyiigo.     Vor  hua/aie    me 

murmuring 

aKuinst  ^'ood  ad-    spckj)  to  hi/ii  /  uop  liis  giiodo  :  hc  him  wrej)(!]7  /  and 

visers ;  tUia  ctiusea  ,    ,  .  .  ,  .  , 

4.  Sorrow au-i  grochcf.  uud  hi/ii  fnigj) :  fet  me  mm  onwoijjip.  and 
wwch  Eudf to  u^e  f^rof  lie  iialj)  /  iri-to  zor3e  /  fet  is  /  fe  uer>e  vice.  An  zuo 

moclie  /  hi/n  ouergef  /  pa  ilke  zor^e  /  J?et  al  /  fet  me 
liim  zayj?  /  al  Jjet  me  Mm  dej?  /  al  jjet  he  yherf  /  al  J?et 
he  zi-^lp  :  al  hit  hi7?i  tienef.  and  zuo  he  ual]?  /  in-to 
zoi'3e  /  and  in-to  tyene  to  libbe  /  zuo  fet  him-zelf  /  him 

5.  Desire  of  death,  hastcjj  /  and  wyluej)  /  his  dyajj.  and  f  is  is  fe  vifte  vice. 

6.  Despair  is  the  Eftcr  alle  fisc  zor^uollc  poyns  of  sleufe  /  him  yefj)  Jje 
stroke ;  dyeuel  /  Jjane  strok  dyadlych  /  and  dej)  him  /  in-to  wan- 
it  causes  a  man  to  liopc.  fcruore  lie  porcliaccj)  /  his  dyaj?  /  and  him-zelue  / 

sla3j).  ase  despayred.  and  him  yeff  /  alle  kueadnesses  / 
to  done  /  and  him  ne  dret  na^t  /  to  do  zeiine  /  huet  fet 
hit  by.  To  zuich  ende  /  let  sleaufe  '  fane  man.  )?ise 
byef.  xviij.  poyns.  fet  fe  dyeuel  /  f raujj  /  ope  fane 
sleuuolle.  hit  ne  is  no  wonder  /  f  a^  he  lyese  f  et  geme. 

^,     »_  ^     ,    „  bET    VIFTE    HEAUED    OF    bE    BESTE. 

The  fifth  head  of  ••  -' 

the  beast  is  the  j^^t  vifte  lieaued  /  of  be  beste  /  beuore  y-zed.  is  be 

sin  of  avarice  and  '  •*  '  ^  ' 

covetousness,  the   zcTzne  /  of  auaiice  /  and  of  couaytyse  /  f  et  is  rote  /  of 

root  of  all  evil.  n      i  i  i      i         •  / 

This  is  the  great  alle  kueade.  ase  zayf  zaynte  paul.  pet  is  f  e  maystresse  / 
andteSerof  all,  fet  hef  /  ZUO  greate  scole  /  f  et  alle  guof  frin  /  uor  to 
uiet-ifoofo/''  lyerni.  ase  zayf  /  fe  wrytinge.  Vor  aUe  manere  of 
avarice,  great  and  ■^^Q]]^  j  gtudieb  iiio  auaricc  /  and  OTeate  /  and  smale.  kineses. 

small,  kings,  pre-  I  r  I  b  I  o 

lates,  clerks,  lewd  p/'glates.  clerkes.  an  lewede.  and  religious.     Auarice  / 

and  religious.  ' 

Avarice  is  disor-    is  disordene  loue.  ZUO  disordene  /  hi??i  ssewef  /  in  f  ri 

derly  love,  and  iv-u-  vuv-u-  p 

showeth  itself  in  maneres  generaiiicne.  me  wynnynge:  boldelicne.  me  oi- 

1.  \vimihig.'  healdinge  :  streytliche.  ine  spendinge  :  scarsliche.  J)ise 

3'  slin-hiess?^'  ^J^lp  f®  f ^^  bo3es  prmcipales  :  fet  of  f ise  rote  wexef . 
oftherootof  Ac  specialliche  /  and  p?'opreliche  /  of  fe  rote  of 

avarice  come  •         /  / 

many  small  roots  auarice  /  guof  out  /  manye  smale  roten.  fet  byef  /  wel 
deadly  sins :  greate  /  dyadliche  zennes.  j)e  uerste  /  is  gauelinge.  ])g 
s.  Robbery.  ^' '  ^f  ^^  /  f  J^if  6-  l^®  f  lidde  /  Toberye.  j)e  uerf  e  /  chal- 
5  sacriie^^e'"'  ©Hge.  j)Q  vifto  /  sacWlege.  j)e  zixte  /  symonye.  j)Q 
6.  Simony.  zeuendo  /  kuedhedes.     pQ  e3tende  is  /  ine  chapfare.  ])& 

1  MS.  sseau)?e 
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ne^ende  is  /  wycked  creft.      ])q  tende  is  /  ine  kiiade  7.  Wickedness. 

.,,„.  ,  I  T  '        I       1    1       I   •  ^*  Chaffer. 

uolke.     And  ecli  ol  fise  sniaie  roten  /  him  to-delp  /  me  9.  wicked  craft. 

1  10.  Wicked  games. 

uele  manyeres. 

])a7^ne  Jje  uerste  rote/J^ot  is  ganelinge,  him  to-del]?/  i.  usury  has  7 

.  outcastini^s,  for 

ine  zeiieii  /  oiitkestmges.      Vor  ]jer  bye])  /  zeue  manere  there  are  7  kinds 

gaueleres  :  lenynde.  pet  lenej?  zeliier :  uor  oJ)ren.     Aiid  °  ^^''^^  '^' 

aboue  ^e  catel :  nime])  ])e  hei^'pes.  o'pev  ine  pans,   ojjer  some  lenders 

ine  liors.  o])er  ine  corn,  oj^er  ine  wyn.   ojjer  ine  frut  of  silver  in  return  for 

pe  grounde  /  jjet  hi  nimef  /ine  wedde  dyade.  wjp-oute  fruits'oTthe ^^^ 

rekenynge  /  pet  frut  ine  paynge.     And  pet  wors  ys  :  M  s^^"^'^- 

wylle]?  rekeny  tuyes.  oper  pries  pet  yer.  uor  to  do  arise 

pet  gauel.  and  wyllep  /  yet  habbe  yefpes  aboue  /  uor 

eche  terme.  and  makep  /  ofte  /  of  pe  gauel :  p?'mcipale  They  faiseiy  in- 
crease the  rate  of 
dette.     )?ise  byep  gaueleres  kueade  /  and  uoule.  Ac  per  interest. 

is  an  oper  lenere  corteys.  pet  lenep  /  wyp-oute  cbapfare  The  courteous 

,  .      ,        .  .  .  lender  lendeth 

makunde.  alneway  m  ne3inge.  oper  me  pans,  oper  me  without  chaacr. 
hors.  oper  ine  coupes  of  gold,  oper  of  zeluer.  oper  robes, 
oper  tonnen  mid  wyn  /  oper  ine  uette  zuyn.  seruices 
ulessliche.  of  bors.  of  carten.  oper  prouendrcs  to  liani  /       [Foi.  10.  a.] 
oper  to  hare  children,  oper  ine  opre  pinges.  and  oueral 
to  gauel  /  huanne  me  hit  nimp  /  by  pe  skele  /  of  pe 
lone.     );is  is  pe  uerste  manere  /  of  gauelynge  /  pet  is 
ine   leninge   kueadliche.      ])e  opre  manere  /  of  gaue-  2.  The  second 
lynge  /  is  ine    pan  /   pet    ne   lenep    na3t  /  to   hare  J^tiTwithhSg 
persone.  ac  pet  hire  uaderes  /  and  pe  uaderes  of  hare  ofp"''^^'^^^- 
wyues  /  oper  hare  eldringes  /  habbep  yporchaccd  /  be 
gauelinge.  hit  of-hyealdep  and  nollep  /  hit  na3t  yelde. 
j)e  pridde  manere  of  gauelinge  /  is  ine  ham  /  pet  habbep  3.  The  third 
onworp  to  lene  /  of  hire  hand  :  ac  hi  dop  lene  /  hare  m'^Tster  money- 
sergons.  oper  opre  men  /  of  hire  pans,     jpise  byep  pe  ontJsin  the 
mayster  gaueleres.     Of  be  ilke  zenne  I  ne  byeb  na^t  be  T^''*  ^T^  ^''^  ^*°* 

•J  •=>  J  /  J    r         >      r      free  who  support 

he^e  men  quit  /  pet  hyealdep  and  sostenep  iewes  and  pe  '^^  •^^^''^• 
caorsins.  pet  lenep  /  and  destruip  /  pe  contraye  /  and 
hy  nymep  pe  modes  /  and  pe  greate  yefpes  /  and  oper- 
huil  /  pe  ronsounes  /  pet  byep  of  pe  guodes  /  of  pe 

4.  The  fourth  kind 

poure.     pe  uerpe  many  ere  /  is  ine  ham  /  pet  lenep  /  of  is  in  those  that 

3  * 


^G  CHAFFER   AND    CIIAFFEUERS. 

lend  other  men's    obrcmaiino  zelupo  /  ober  Lone  b  /  to  litul  cost:    uor  to 

silver  obtaiiieil  at      '  '      '  . 

small  cost,  so  as    k'lie  /  to  grcf  ttcF  cost.     )?iso  Lyc'])  /  Utlc  gaueleiGS  /  bet 

to  get  greater  . 

interest.  lyeriiej)  /  ziiych  uoul  creft.      )pe  vifte  manere  is  /  ino 

usurer'that  tLch-  ^hcapfare  /  liuawiie  me  zel])  /  J?et  ping  /  huet  Jjet  liit 


craft 
5.01 


eth  such  foul        "jj^  .  j^^qj^j  j,a?mo  liit  by  worj)  /  uor  pane  time,  an  pet 
.'iiafferistoseii  wofs  is  /  bo  timc-zettere  ontrewe.  huaTzne  he  yzi^b  bet 

a  thin;;  for  more  '    '  yi    t 

tiianitisvvorthat  uolk  /  mcst  nyeduol.      pawnc  wyle  he  zelle  /  pe  derrer 

tlie  time.  ,  -  i  ^ 

tiiyes  /  oper  pries  zuo  moche  /  pane  pet  ping  /  by  worp. 

1.  The  chafferers     ZuVch    Uolk    /    dob    tO    mOChe    kuead.       Vor    hire   time- 
bring  Uni^'hts  and  'J  I  f 

high  men  to         zettingG   /   hi   dcstrucp   /   and   makep  beggeres    /   pe 

poverty. 

kny^tes  :    and  pe  he3emen  /  pet  uol3ep   pe  tornemens. 

2.  They  lend         aiid  bet  hv   betakeb  /  hyre  londes  /  and  hare  eritage  / 

money  on  land         ,  r  I       J  I  ^  o      / 

which  they  know  inc  wod.  and  dead  wed  /  pet  na3t  him  ne  aquyttep.    )?e 

will  not  be  re-  ,  ,  ,  , 

deemed.  opre  zene3ep  /  to  begge  pe  pmges  /  ase  corn,    oper  wyn. 

.s.  They  buy  tilings  opcr  opcrping  /  Icsse  be  pe  haluedele  /  pawne  hit  his 

at  half  their  value  , 

and  sell  them       worp.  uor  pe  pans  /  pet  he  payp  beuore.  and  pawne  / 

dearer?   "^'^^  ^^  ^^^  zellep  /  ham  ay  en  /  tuyes  zuo  moche  /  oper  pries  :  pe 

derrer.     ])q  opre  beggep  pe  pinges  /  huawne  hi  byep  lest 

4.  They  buy  corn   Avorb  to  gTcate  chcape  /  iuc  hcrueste  /  bet  corn,  ine  uen- 

cheap,  and  sell  it  f  ^  -«■      '  ii 

when  it  is  scarce ;  donginge  I  pet  wyu.   oprc  cheapfares  /  uor  to  zelle  ayen  / 

the  deaTthneTo  al-liuet  lii  byep  /  mcst  diere.  and  wilnep  /  pane  dyere 

deaTer.^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^®  /  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^-^^  f®  Ferrer.     \)Q  opre  /  pet  corn  agerse. 

5.  They  buy  com  u^  yj^es  in  flourinoje  /  hua?me   bet  hi  bveb  /  of  uaire 

and  vines  in  a  -»  o     /  r  J    r    I 

nourishing  con-     sse^vyuge.  be  zuiche  uorwerde  :  pet  hi  habbe  /  huet  cas 

6.  They  use  fraud  yuallc  :  liirc  catcl  sauf.      ]?e  zixte  manere  /  is  of  pan  / 

in  their  merchan-  i  i  •  i  /  i  i  •    t 

disc.  pet  takep  hire  pans  to  marchons  /  be  zuo   pet  hi  by 

uela3e  /  to  pe  Avynnynge.  and  na3t  to  pe  lere.  oper  pet 
hi  betakep  /  hire  bestes  /  to  pe  haluedele  /  be  zuo  pet  hi 
by  /  of  fer  pris.  pet  is  to  zigge  /pet  yef  hi  steruep  / 
ine  mene  time  ;    do  opre   ine  hare    stede  /  asemoche 

7.  They  take  ad-     worp.     ])Q  zcuendc  mane?'e  /  is  ine  pan  /  pet  dop  /  hare 

vantage  of  the  ne-  ^  /    •         i 

cessities  of  their     pouTc  nc33eboures  /  me  hare  nyedes.   and  uor  pet  hi 
pool  nei„    ouis,    i^^g^j^j^^jj  j  i^^yo.  y-lend  /  a  lyte  zeiuer.  oper  corn,  oper  ydo 

zome  cortaysye.  And  hua^zne  hy  hise  yzep  poure  /  an 
nyeduol :  pa?zne  makep  hy  /  mid  ham  /  marcat  /  to  do 
hire  nicdes.  and  pe  pans  /  pet  hi  token  be-uore  /  to  pe 
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poure  mawne.    ober  him  lende  /  a  lite  corn.  /  lii  liabbeb  /  an*!  take  three- 
penny worth  of 
Jjri  paneworjjes  of  worke  :  iior  ane  peny.  work  tor  a  penny 

])E    OJ^ER    BO3     OF     COUAYTISE.  ^^^^-  ^^-  ^'^ 

])G  oj^er  bo3  of  auarice  :  ys  |)yef  jje.  ]?et  is  nyme  /  ober  The  second  bough 

.  of  covetousness  is 

of-lieakle  /  o]Jre^la?^ne  ]?inges  /  wy]?  wrong  /  and  onwy-  theft,  that  is,  to 
tinde  /  and  wy]j-oiite  wylle  /  of  fe  Ihorde.     And  ])et  me  other  men's  goods 
may  do  /  ine  nour  mane?'es  be  |je  manire  of  jjyeues.  Yor  Four  kinds  of 
ferys:  a  f yef  open,    and  a  f yef  ywre^e.  a  ])ief  p?'me.  Jl'open;  2.  Covert. 
and  a  byef  uela^e.  ^-  ^"^y-    '^^  ^«- 

••  "^  ^  cessoiy. 

pQ  jjyef  co???miin  /  and  open  /  bye])   j)0  /  Ipet  be  1.  The  open  thief 
zuiclie  crefte  /  libbe]?.   of  hua??^  me  dej?  dom  /  lma?2ne  vviten  caught. 
me  liise  nynif.      Of  zuiclien  ]?er  byej)  /  uele  mane/'es. 
ine  londe  /  an  ine  ze.       ])e  Jiyef  y-wre3e  /  is  fet  stele J7  2.Thesiy  thief 

,,,  ,  ,  ,.,  ,,•  /,         stealeth  in  corners 

me  lialkes    /   and    ywry^elicne    greate   pmges   /    oper  great  or  smaii 
little  /  be  liire  vi3tinge.   oper  be  traysoun.      of  er  be  treS,  or  a'ait! 
queayntise. 

)pe  pnue  byeues  bye]?  fo  /  J)et  ne  stelef  na3t  /  of  3.  The  privy  thief 

is  great  or  small. 

oncoujje.  ac  of  praies.     And  of  zmclien  :  ])er  bye]?  /  01 

greate  /  and  of  smale.  })e  greate  /  bye]?  of  fe  kueade/and  The  great  ones  are 

]je  ontrewe  reuen.  prouos.  and  bedeles.    and  seruons.  vosts,beaaies,and 

servants, 

jjet  stele]?  /  ])&  amendes.  and  wy])dra3e]?  ]?e  rentes  /  of  that  steal  fines  and 

,.-,-,  --  ,.  ,,  ,.         holdback  the  rents 

hire  Ihordes.   and  rekene]?  more  /  me   dedes.  and  me  of  their  lords. 

spendinge.    an  lesse  /  ine  onderuonginge.       and   ine 

rentes.      Zuycbe  byeb  /  l?e  crreate  officials  /  bet  byeb  /  ^'^^^  "!^^^  *^^^°  ^ 

d  'J    s   I     f       CI  If  tj    J   I     expenditure  great 

ine  ]?e  house  /  of  riche  men.  ]?et  make]?  /  ]?e  greate  spend-  aud  the  income 
inges.  and  yene]?  largehche  /  J?e  guodes  of  hare  Ihordes  /  and  are  liberal 

,  with  their  mas- 

wy]?-oute  hare  wytende  /  and  wy]?-oute  hare  wylie.  ter's  goods. 

To  bise  ze?ine  belono;eb  /  be  ze/znes  of  be  wyue.    bet  ^<^  *^"^  ^^"  belong 

-f  o    r  I    r  r         J  r        the  sins  of  the  wife 

de]?  zuo  moche  /  be  hare  zemie  /  bet  be  children  /  bet  hi  '^'ho  wrongeth  her 

kind  by  spouse- 

"wot  wel  /  ]?et  hi  he]?  /  be  spousbreche  :    ber]?   away  ]?e  breach, 
kende.     Zuych  is  be  ze?2ne  /  of  be  ^vyue.  bet  be  guodes  /  ^""^  ^'^^  stealeth 

•^  J  /         r         J  r       jr     &  /    her  lord's  goods  to 

of  hire  Ihorde  stel]?.  uor  to  yeue  /  hare  kenne.   opQv  uor  give  to  her  kin. 
to  done  /  in-to  kuead  us.     And  of  ham  /   of  religion  / 
f  et  bye]?  03eneres.   uor  hi  behote]?  to  libbe  /  wy[]?]-oute 
03ninge. 
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The  uttio  Uiieves         j)^  QpVii  Lye  J)  /  ))o  littlu  Jjyeiics.     fet  stele]?  /  iue  pe 
wine,  their  iieigii-  liouse  I  bread.    Avyn.     an   ojjre  jjiiiges  /  huyche  ))et   hi 

bour'n  eai)()iis, 

hens,  uiui  garden    ')y.   ojjei  of  hire  ne3ehores.    liire  capons.    he?men.    frut 

of   hire    gardins.       oj^er  ojjre  finges  /  huet   Jjet  hit  hy. 

Snch  are  those       Zuychc  byejj  ])o  /  ]>fit  ofliycalde])  /    ])e  jjinges  /  J>et  hi 

who  keep  what  .  .  i        ^^        ^  • 

they  find.knowing  vui(k']j.  uud  wytejj  wel /huas  ])et  hiuye]).  and  nolle])  hise 

lon^s.*^    '    ^'  iia3t  yelde.     Vor  yef  Jje  vinst  /  and  na^t  ne  yelst :  Jjou 

thii'i^jl\ana  knovv  ^^^^  stelst.       And  Jia^  hi  ne  vryte  /  huas  fet  hi  bye])  :  lii 

not  the  owner,  we  j^g  ssolle  /  na^t  l)eruore  /  hit  of  healde.    ac  hi  ssoUen  do 

must  take  the  ad-  I         ?     r  I 

vice  of  Holy         "bg  V)q  Y^^^[^,    I  Qf  j^Q^y  chciche  /  ober  be  hire  ssrifte- 

uaderes. 
4.  The  thief  ])Q  fyeues  bs  uela3rede  /  by  of  ])o  /  J)et  parte])  /  of  fe 

accessory  par-  n        i  i  i       /  i  o  i 

taketh  of  the  theft  ])yei])e  /  o])er  HOT  uela^reds  /    ofer  by  yeijie  /  ofer  be 

purcha^se,^hecon-  bcgginge.  o])er  ino  o])re  many  ere.      Efterward  /  fo  J)et 

etCanddefendrh  conscnte])  /  o])er  redej)  /  ofer  hotij)  /  hit  do.      Ajid  fo 

^^^^^^'  fet  defende])  J)e  fyeues  /   o]?er   sostene])  his  /  ine  hare 

queade  /  ojjer  his  onderiionge])  /  in  to  hare  house  /  ofer 

in   to  his   londe  /  mid  hare  J)yef])e.     Efterward  /  fie 

The  cormpt  judge  kiieade  domesmen  /  fet  hise  soffre]).     oJ)er  be  yeffes. 

eory,  ojier  be   biddynges.    ofer   be  o])re  kucade    skele.    and 

nolle]).   oJ)er  ne  dorre  /  ri3t  do. 

]5E    }pmDDE    BO3    OF    AUARICE. 

III.  The  third  ])Q   fridde   bo3    of   auarice  :    is  roberye.      fet   he]) 

bough  of  avarice  ,  i  -  t  j.      •      /  •         i  i  •>  1 

is  robbery,  that  '^^ele  smale  roten.  pe  nerste  is  /  me  kueade  exeqmtours  / 
roots™"^"^  ^"^'^^^  0^  bekuydes.  )pe  ofer  is  /  ine  kueade  lordes  /  by  he 
of be^u^J^^"*^^^^  ^^^^73^  /  of®^  of^i'  /  )"^^  be-ula3ej)  /  ]>q  poure  men  :  J)et 
hi  ssolden  loki.  be  tayles.  be  cornees.  be  lones.  be 
2.  Unfaithful  kueade  wones.  be  amendes.  be  ])reapnynges.  o])er  be 
guardianship.  ^j^g  woues  /  fet  hy  zeche]).  o])er  befenchej)  /  hou  hi 
mo3e  habbe  /  of  hiren.  Ine  pise  ze?2ne  bye])  /  pe  greate 
Unlawful  posses-  P'/'-^'n-ces.  ofcT  barouus.  ])et  be  hare  stre?igpe  /  nimej)  pe 
"Z;!:!^::^  ^^'  >ecasteles.  felondes.  fe  baronyes.  andfeofre 
riclie  men  /  ])et  hare  poure  ne3eboures  /  benime})  mid 
strengfe  /  londes  /  vines  /  o])er  o])re  finges.  and  nimef 
ar3'3tlialf  /  and  alefthalf  /  fet  no  fing  /  ne  may  ham 


baronies. 
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ascapie.      })e  bridde  is  /  ine  robberes  /  and  kueade  her-  '•  wicked  har- 

boui'ing  of  rob- 

ber^eres  /  pet  berobbe]?  /  J^e  pilgrimes  /  an  ])e  marcbons  /  bers. 

and  ojjre  wayuerindemen.      J^e  uerj^e  /  is  ine  ham  /  j?et  4.  Unpaid  debts. 

nolle]?  paye  /  fet  hi  ssolle.  and  fet  hi  ofhea[l]de]j  /  mid 

wrong  /  J?e  ssepes  /  of  hare  sergons.     o|)er  of  ham  /  |)et 

do]?  hare  niedes.  j)e  vifte  is  /  ine  Ipise  greate  prelas  /  pet  5.  Robbery  of 

benime]?  /  and  robbe])  /  hire  o?Klerlinges  /  be  to  moche  prelates, 

procuringe.  ojjer  be  zome  onri^tuolle  nimi??-ges  ]?et  hi  do]? 

in  to  uele  mane/^es.      bo  byeb  be  wolues  :  bet  ureteb  be  who,  like  wolves, 

^  -^    r  r  r  r  r      devour  the  sheep. 

ssep.      pe  zixte  is  /  ine  znyche  reuen.  proiiost.   bedeles.  6.  oppression  of 

.  the  poor  by  i-eeves> 

o]?re  mesteres  men  /  huiche  ]?et  hy  bye]?,   f  et  make]?  jie  provosts,  and 
greate  robbynges  /  and  pe  wronges  /  ope  pe  poure.  and 
begge]?  /  pe  greate  eritages.      ))er  bye]?  zuo  uele   o]?re 
manures  /  of  roberies  :  ]?et  long  ])ing  /  hit  were  to  zigge. 
ac  zome  bye]?  y-contined  /  ope  pun  /  ]?et  bye]?  y-zed. 

);E    UER];E    BO3     OF    AUARICE. 

be  uer]?e  bo2  of  auarice  /  is  acsyng^e.   ]?et  is  to  yerne  ^^-  The  fourth 

•*  -f^  ''  '  J     o        r  J  bough  of  avarice 

opo^  obre  /  mid  wrong,   to  ]?ise  ze?zne  belongel?  /  al  j?et  is  false  cUii™. 

[1  ope  ?] 

barat.  alle  ualshedes.   and  alle  gyles  :   ]?et   come]?  /  ine  Dame  Avarice 

•1-/1  •/!  1  ^^^^^^  many 

plait.     Ine  pis  clergie  /  he]?  dame  auarice  /  uele  scoters,  schohirs  in  this 

and  of  clerkes  :  and  of  leawede.  and  specialliche  /  zeue  7  kinds  of  folic 

manyeres  of  uolke.    ]?et  alle  /  ]?us   studie]?.     pe  uerste  f  p^^J^l^pi^t^'Ifj^g 

byeb  /  be  ualse  playne/'es  /  bet  makeb  /  be  ualsebezech-  that  seek  corrupt 

•^    r   I    f  ^     •^  I    ^  t^  I  ^  _  judges  to  delay 

inges.  and  zeche]?  /  ]?e  ualse  demeres.  and  lang  time,  and  justice, 

,1  ,  iiii  iiiJi  and  hire  false 

J?e  ualse  wytnesses.    ]?e  ualse  playteres.    ]?e  ualse  lettres  witnesses. 

uor  to  greui  o]?ren.  and  trauayle]?  ]?et  uolk  /  myd  wrong. 

ober  be  c?•^stene  cort.     ol?er  be  leawede  cort.     h)e  ol?re  2.  The  pretended 

^  ^  -^        exiles. 

bye]?  /  pQ  ualse  yiilemde  /  ]?et  vlye]?.    and  na3t   J?et  / 

]?et  ri3t  is.  and  zeche]?  wy]?setti[n]gges  and  respit.    uor 

to  bynime  ofren  /  hare  03en.     ])e  ]?ridde  bye]?  /  ]?e  ualse  3.  False  witnesses. 

wytnesses.      J?ise   make]?   /   ]?e   n.alse   mariages.      ]?ise 

benime}?  /  ]?e  heritages.     J?os  do]?  /  zuo  moche  kuead  / 

and  harmes  /  ]?et  non  /  ne  may  his  amendi.    and  al  ]?is 

hi  do]?  /  be  hare  greate  couaytise.      ])q  uer]?e   bye]?  /  ]?e  4.  False  accusers, 

.  .  sustaiuers  of  false 

ualse  plaitercs  /  f  et  onderuonge]?  /  an  sostmet  /   fe  causes, 
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['  ilo]>  ?] 

masters  of  gnWe, 
disjdite,  ami  of 
accusation. 

5.  False  notaries. 


6.  False  judges, 
wlioare  influenced 
by  love  or  by  hate, 


[Fol.  11.  b.] 


wlio  sell  their 
dooms  (verdicts), 
and  wrongfully 
use  the  poor. 

1.  False  coun- 
sellors. 


All  the  aforesaid 
persons  are  bound 
to  restore  what 
they  have  wrong- 
fully withlield. 


v.  The  fifth  bough 
of  avarice  is  sacri- 
lege, that  is,  to 
break  or  steal  the 
things  of  Holy 
Church. 


1.  Abuse  of  the 
Lord's  body. 

2.  Abuse  of  the 
other  sacraments. 
8.  Destruction  or 
theft  of  holy 
things. 


liaise  causes  /  be  hare  wytinde  /  and  hise  IjcclepieJ)  uor 
8sepe  /  and  uor  yef])e.s.  pat  lii  nyme])  ari3thalf  /  and 
alefthalf.  and  ofte  lyese  /  fe  guode  i:)layntes  /  be  hare 
kueacbiesse  /  o]}er  uor  onconynghede  /  ojjer  be  sleawj)  / 
miswendcjj  fe  ri3tes  /  and  do3  *  alle  ]je  wronges  /  \'or 
hare  couaytise  /  ase  fo  fet  b}X'Jj  maystres  of  gyle  /  and 
of  contak  /  and  of  be-uelynge.  J?e  vifte.  byejj  /  Jje 
ualse  notaryes  /  jjet  makef  fe  ualse  lettres.  and  ualsoj) 
Jje  celes.  make))  fe  kueade  libelles.  and  to  uele  ofre  / 
ualsliedes.  j)e  ofre  byej?  /  fe  ualse  demeres.  fet 
ham  zelue  hongej?  /  more  of  one  half  /  Jjanne  of  anoJ)re  / 
be  yeffes  /  ofer  be  behotinges  /  ojjer  be  byddinges  / 
of er  uor  loue.  ojjer  uor  ^vrefe  /  ofer  uor  drede.  and 
onbynde])  ]pe  playntes  /  mid  "wrong.  And  dojj  maki  \>e 
greate  costes  /  and  nimef  /fe  greate  ycfjjes  /  oferhuyl  / 
of  Ipe  on  :  o]?erliuil  /  of  fe  ofren.  oferhuyl  /  of  on  / 
and  of  ofre.  and  zelle))  /  hare  domes,  ofer  ham  /  letejj 
yworf  e.  And  dojj  /  to  J?e  poure  men  /  greate  harmes  / 
fet  hi  ne  mo3e  amendi.  ])e  ojjre  bye])  /  J?e  kueade 
bezide-zitteres  /  f  et  yeuej?  pe  kueade  redes  /  to  f  e  de- 
meres /  and  makejj  lyese  fe  playntes  :  uor  Jje  seruices  / 
fet  hy  habbef .  Alle  fe  persones  /  beuore  yzed  /  byej? 
y-hyealde  to  yelde  /  fet  hi  habbep  y-het  kueadliche  /  of 
ofren.  and  hare  harmes  /  jjct  fe  oJ»re  habbej)  y-het  / 
be  ham. 

j)E   VIFTE    BO3    OF    AUARICE. 

))e  vifte  bo3  of  auarice  /  is  sac?'/lege.  Sacnlege  is  : 
huawne  me  brec]).  olpev  blechej).  ojjer  dra3]j  uoulliche  / 
Ipe  holy  Jjinges.  ofer  J?e  men  /  of  holy  cherche.  ofer 
pe  y-hal3ede  stedes  /  fet  byef  apropred  /  to  guodes 
seruise.  and  fet  def  do  /  ofte  /  couaytise  ine  uele  mau'sres. 
Verst  /  hua?2ne  me  dra3]j  uoulhche  /  fet  bodi  of  oure 
Ihorde  /  aze  do])  fe  ereges.  and  pe  wychen.  and  fe 
kueade  prestes  /  uor  to  wynne.  Alsuo  ich  zigge  /  of 
fe  ofre  sacremens.  Efterward  /  hua?zne  me  brec])  / 
ofer  stelj)  /  ofer  dra3])  uoulliche  /  fe  hal3ede  finges. 
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pe    croiiclien.   IpQ  calices.   Ipe  creyme.     ]?e  co[r]poreans. 
])Q  yblissede   uestemens.    and  opvQ  /  yblissede  ]}inges. 

Efterward  /  liiia?zne  me  bernb.      ober  brekb   cberches.  ^-  Bummg  and 

/  f  J  J  breaking  or 

ober  lioli  stedes.     clierclitoanes.    obor  lions  of  relygioun.  churches,  reiigi. 

•*  ous  houses,  and 

ober  hua?ine  me   draj])    Ipo   /  out  /  pQt  vie]?   to   holy  drawing  out  those 

who  have  taken 

clierclie.  ojjer  in-to  cnercntounes.  uor  to    by   y-bor^e.  sanctuary  therein. 

Efterward  /  hua«ne  me  make]?   medles  /  ine  cherclie  /  chmihrshedding 

zuo  f  et  ])er  ys  /  blod  yssed.     olpQv  liua^ine  me   delp  /  °J'  j^^^°°^^^:  ^^^^  ^'"■ 

ZQime  of  lecherie.      Efterward  /  hiia?2ne  me  lay]?  hand  /  ^-  laying  violent 

'  «/  J  /  hands  on  clerk  or 

ine  kueade  /  ine   clerk,    obev  ine  man  /  olpev  ine  wyf-  ™'^i^  oi'  woman  of 

'  ^  I        r  J  religion. 

man  /  of  religion.      Efte?'ward  linanne  me  stel]?.      o|)er  7.  stealing  of 

1/1TT  blessed  things 

ber]?/ be  kueade  skele  /  out  of  holy  stede  /  yblissede  from  hoiy  places. 

]}inges  /  o]?er  on-blissede  /  liuet   ])et  hit  by.     Of  ]?ise  of  this  sin  who 

ze?znes  /  ne  bye]?  na^t  knytte  Ipo  /  ])et  ])g  guodes  of  holy  ^^h^L  church,  ^ 

clierclie.      be  pat?^emoyne  of  lesn   cn'st    /    despendel?  ^hohuithe 

r       X  ^  I  X  f  property  of  the 

ine  knead  us.     Xe   bo  nal^enio   /   |?et  benimeb   /  ober  Church,  or  who 

'  ^  '     ^^  J-     /       J-  withhold  rents, 

of liyalde))    mid   wro[n]g    /    olpev   mid    strengjje.     o]pev  offerings,  and 

liede]}  IpQ  ]}inges  /  ]?et  bye]?  a-propred  /  to  holy  clierclie. 

o]?er    liise  paye]?   kueadliche.    ase    ])e   rentes.     ]?o    of- 

frendes.     ]?e  tendes.     and    ]?e    o]?re   ri^tes    /    of  holy 

cherche.     Of  bise  zelue  ze??ne  /  ne  byeb  naat  knytte  /  They  are  not  quit 

^  /  J    r  :>  J  /  ^-ho  break  Sun- 

]?o  ]?et  breke]?  ]?e  zondayes  /  and  ]?e  festes  /  ]?et  bye]?  to  days  and  festivals 
loki.     Yor  ]?e  holy  day  /  he]?  his  vridom  /  ase  habbe]? 
]?e  holy  stedes.     ])ise  bye]?  ]?e  smale  bo^es  ])et  wexe]?  of 
J?e  bo^e  of  sacrilege. 


pE     .VJ.    BO3     OF    AUARICE. 

})e  zixte  bo3  of  auarice   /  is   symonye.      ]?et  is  zuo  vi.  The  sixth 

bough  of  a 
is  simony. 


ycleped  /  uor  ane  wychche  /  fet  liette  symoun  /  ]?et 


wolde  begge  /  of  saynte  peter  ]?e  apostel  /  ])e  grace  / 
uor  to  do  miracles  /  and  by  ad  grat  guod.  and  ]?eruore  / 
hi  byej)  y-cleped  /  symoniaks  :    alle   Ipo  /  ]?8t  wylle]?  simoniacs  are 

■11/,         -I  /,  j-TT„i.'  -LJ.*  /    those  who  sell  or 

zelle  /  o]?er  begge  /  fe  gostliche  J?inges.  J?et  is  amang  /  ^,,y  g^^jrituai 
alle  Jje  dyadliche  ze?znes  :  on  of  ]?e  grateste.  And  ]?es  gJ^^^J^'  ^^^^^ 
1)03  /  he])  maiiie  tuygges.  ])q  uerste  is  in  ham  /  ]?et  ™'"y  '^^»^  •' 
zellej)  /  o]?er  begge]?  /  ]?e  holy  ordres  /  oJ?er  fet  body  of/  buying  of  hoiy 
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orders,  or  the  sa-  oure  lliorde  /  obi'.Y  bo  obro  sacremens  /  of  holy  chcrclie. 
2.  I'reaehiiii,' for  )?'J  ojjei'  is  iiiu  liam  /  ])et  zollu])  /  godos  word,  and  pre- 
'^*^Tf  I  p  ai  ^^^^^  i)/'/ii(;ii)allicho  /  nor  pans.  ])q  fridde  is  ine  ham  / 
8.  Purchasing  and  ))ut  bo  yofJjc'S  /  ojjci'  IjG  Ijcliotinges  /  oJjc.T  1)0  Ijiddinggcs 
ly  the  dii^'nities  of  dreduollo  /  o])iiT  ulessUolie  /  make]}  zuo  moclie  /  Jjet  hy  / 
"  ^  ^^^^  '  o]?er  ojjro  :  bye])  ichose  /  to  dyngnetes  /  of  holi  cherche. 
ase  bye]?  bissopriches.     abbayes.      o]jer  denyes.      o]»er 

4.  Givins?  away      o])VQ  dinguctes  /  ]>(it  me  make])  /  be  chyezinge.     ])e  uerhe 

for  {?ifts,  &c.,  the 

benefices  of  Holy  is  ine  liam  /  ])et  be  yef])es  /  ofer  be  beliotinges.  o])er  be 
biddinges  drediiolle  /  o]7er  be  seruise  na3t  clene  /  yeuej) 
fe  pronendres.      and  ])e  parosses.      ofer  ofre  benefices 

5.  Letting  and  of  boly  cbeiche.  J)e  vifte  is  ine  ham  /  ])et  be  markat 
fices."  °  makinde  :    lete]>  hare  benefices   /   o])er  chongef.       j)e 

6.  Causing  men  to  zixtc  is  ine  \mm  I  fet  be  markat  makinde  ;  guo])  in-to 
market.    °  religion,    and  ine   ham   /  fot  ine  zuiclie  manere  /  his 

onderuonge]). 

Yele  fer  byej)   o])re  zewnes  /  and  of  diners  cas  /  ine 

symonye.      Ac  hi  belonge])  more  /  to  klerekes  :    ])a?me 

to  leawede.       And  fis  bok   is  more  ymad  /  nor  ])e 

Lewd  (lay)  men     leawede  I  l)anne  nor  l)e  clerkes.      bet  habbeb  be  bokes. 

should  keep  them  '        .     .  \     ,  \  /-,.-, 

from  this  sin,        Ac  ameway  hit  IS  nyed  /  to  leawede  men  /  fet  hi  ham 

which  they  may      ,    ,  .    ,  ,.  •         -u   •  u  •      /  "U 

commit  in  3  ways:  loKi  /  iiram  fisc  ze?zne  :  me  pri  cas.  ])e  on  is  /  hua??ne 
Jfc'iHdIrtooMain  ^'^  ^ylle])  hclpc  hare  ken  /  ofer  hareuryendes  /  an-he^y 
cimrcir  ^^  ^^^  -^^^  dingnetes  /  of  holi  cherch.  Jpe  ofre  hna^ine  hi 
2nd,  by  giving      yeueb  be  proucndres  /  ober  benefices  /  bet  byeb  of  hare 

away  benefices.        Jr/i  l      r  I   r  J    r 

3rd,  by  causing      yefjjo.      j^e  friddc  /  hua?2ne  hi  yeldef  hare  children  / 

their  kin  to  go  ,  p.-,  .  .  i        n^^  i 

into  religion.        mto  relig[iJon.     Inc  fiise  ])ri  poyns  /  yet  hi  yeue])  /  ofer 

onderuonge])   yefjies  /   ofer  kueade  biddingges  /  o])er 

kueade  semises  :    hi  nii3ten  zone  ualle  in  to  fise  ze??ne 

Three  khids  of      of  symonic.      Yor  ase  ziggef  fe  holi  writes.      ])er  bye]) 

mony.  Jri  niancrcs  of  yef fes.      fet  makef  symonie.      yef])e  of 

1.  Gift  of  hand.      hand.       vefbe    of  moul)e  /  ase  biddinges.       yefbe   of 

2.  Gift  of  mouth.  "       -»  ■»        '  °  ^      ^ 

3.  Gift  of  unclean    seruisG  na3t  clcnlich.       Ich  clepie  onclenlich  :  liuawne 

service. 

fe  semises  bye])  3^-do  /  nor  onclenliche  cause,     ofer 
prmcipalhche  :  nor  fing  gosthch. 


THE    SEVENTH    BOUGH    OF    AVARICE.  43 

pE    ZEUENDE    BO3     OF    AUARICE. 

Ipe  zeiiend  bo^  /  of  auarice  :  ys  ^vyckedliede.  Icliclepie  vii.  Tiie  seventh 

wyclikedliede  :   lina?me  Ipa  man  /  is  zuo  wyklied  /  and  jg  wlckedness^re 

ziio  moclie  dyeuel :  ]jet  him  ne  diet  na^t  /  to  done  /  ane  ^kkecUhat  T 

qrcate  ze^zne  /  dvadlicli  /and  orrible.     ober  grat  harm  /  fears  not  to  do  a 

'"  .  r       o  I  gi.g,^j.  jjj^^j  horrible 

to  ojjren  /  uor  a  Kte  v^ayn  /  oj^er  nor  nreme  /  to  liim.  deadly  sin  or  harm 

.  to  otliers  for  to 

pes  003  /  he])  manye  tuygges.     pe  nerste  is.      lina?zne/  benefit  himself, 

eny  nor  drede  /  of  ponerte.     oj^er  nor  conaytise  /  nor  to  manifoil!  ^^^ 

Wynne  :  norza3f  [renayj?]  god  /  and  ]?e  crzstene  bileane.  bect!Sng?eretic, 

and    becom])    bongre.       oj^er    ien.     oj^er  sarasin.      To  '^^'^'  °^'  '^'^^'^^en- 

fise  ze?2ne  /  belonge]?  /  ])e  ze?me :    of  liani  /  ]?et  nor  to  this  sin  be-     ■ 

pans  /  make]?  to  clepie  /  ]?ane   dyenel.      and  make]?  f e  thosftho  mike^^ 

enchanntemens.       and  makeb  to    loky   ine   be   znord.  enchantments, 

-•  ^  f  wJio  look  )n  the 

ober  ine  be  nayle  /  of  be  bourne,      nor  to   of-take   /  be  nau  of  the  timmb 

J^  f  -^        I  r      r  I    r  for  to  take  thieves, 

Jjyenes.     ojjer  nor  opre  J)ingGs.      And   of  ham  alsno  /  and  of  them  also 

,  /    1  1  /  1  ^^^'^*  ^y  witchcraft 

pet  make]?  /   o])er  porcnacej)  /   be   cliarmes  /   ojjer  be  cause  those  in 

wychecreft.     ojjer  be  kneadnesse  /  huet  ]?et  hit  by.     Jiet  hate  one^another. 
nolk  /  ]?et  bye])  ine  spoushod  /  togydere  /  ham  hatie]?. 
ojjer  ne  mo3e  habbe  nela3rede  /  pe  on  A\'y]?  ]?e  o|)re  /  be 
spoushod.     0])GT  p'dt  nolk  /  J)ct  ne  byej*  na3t  ine  spous- 
hod :  louie]}  ham  togidere  /  folHche  :  and  be  ze^me.   pe 

ober  is  /  lie   ze?me  /  of  grochinge  /  and   of  traysoun  2.  Grudging  and 

P  treason,  when  a 

[bezuykmge  |.    hua^^ne  ]}e  man  /  uor  wynnynge.      o]?er  man  for  profit 

uor  mede  /  dep  Jiing  /  huer  by  hi  dra3e]7   olpm  /  to  Ipe  death  by  sword 

dyaf e.      olpev  be  zuorde.     olpex  be  uenym.     opev  ine  ofre  ^  ^foi!"i2.  b.] 

manere  /  huet  bet  hit  by.      pe  Jiridde  /  is  Jie  zeTzne   of  3.  Burning  of 

towns  or  houses ; 

ham  /  Jiet  uor  wynnynge  /  berne]?  hous.  tonnes,  casteles.  destruction  of 


vines  or  corn  ; 


cites.  oJ)er  cherchen.  o]3er  destruej)  f  e  vines,  olpev  cornes.  harm  to  other's 
ofer  do])  o])re  harmes  nor  mede.  pe  uer])e  is  ])e  zenne  4°  sow^ing  discord, 
of  ham  ]:et  zawej)  discord,  and  p?i/'chace])  ])e  stryfs  /  ^[[|^s\j"ordeTto^ 
and  be  werres  in  cites  /  o])or  ine  capiteles  /  o])er  be-tuene  be  gainers  there- 

■•  '      ^  .by. 

])e  he3emen  /  uor  ])an  ])et  hi  wene])  Ipe  more  to  wynne 

mid  strif  ine  be  werre  :    tia^nie  ine  pays,     pe  vifte  is  be  s.  Accusing  poor 

folk  falsely. 

ze7^ne  of  reuen.     of  prouostes.    of  bedeles.     of  sergons. 
])et  accuse])  /  and  c[h]alenge])  fet  poure  uolc  /  and  ham 
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[imi/u;u-.n      <1"{'  i;iynii  '  /  and  kueadliche  lede  uor  a  lite  wynnynge 

))ot  lii  liaLbeJ)  be-zide.     to  fise  zenne  belongej?  Jjc  zewiie 

Tothiasin  belong-  of  ualsG  domesmen  /  and  of  liaise  playtcr^s/  and  of  ualse 

false  juiges,         wytiiosses.  of  huani  we  liabhej}  a-Tjoue  y-speke.     Ine 

amTiuise  wu-***       Hianyc  offc   maneres  is  ydo  fe  zewne  of  wyckednesse. 

W6ses.  ^^  Yang  ])ing  hit  were  to  zigge.  and  hetere  may  ech 

man  rede  Jje  ilke  ze?ine  /  and  fe  ojjre  /  ine  f e  boo  of 

his  inwyt :  panne  ine  ane  ssepes  scinne. 

j)E    E3TEXDE    BO3    OF    AUAKICE. 

VIII.  The  eighth  Uq  e^tende  bo2  of  auarice  /  is  chapfare  /  huerinne 

bough  of  pride  is  '^  ^  '  ^ 

chaffer,  i.e.  a  sin-  nic  zene3e})  /  ine  uele  maneres  /  uor  timlich  "wynnynge. 
gain.  and  nameliche  /  ine  zeue  manei'es.     j)e  uerste  is  /  to 

modeT^"^"^        zelle  fc  Jjinges  /  ase  dyere  /ase  me  may.  And  to  begge/ 

1.  '^^^^^j  J  ^y^^^^^^  ase  guodcheap  /  ase  me  may.  ])e  cfer  is  :  lye3e.  zuerie. 
buy  at  the  cheap-   and  uorzucrie  /  jJC  hetere  to  zelle  /  hare  chapuare.     \)e 

2.  To  lie,  swear,     ijridde  manere  is  /  bet  me  deb   ine  wy^^tes.    and  ine 

and  perjure,  in        -^  '     ' 

ordevio  sell  goods,  mcsures.  and  bet  may  by  /  ine  bri  maneres.    be  uerste  : 

3.  To  defraud  in  i  /  / 

weights  and  mea-  hua?me  me  hep  /  diuerse  w;^3tes  /  oper  diuerse  mesures. 
a'^^buying  by  the  and  beggep  /  be  pe  gratteste  W5^3tes  /  oper  be  pe 
f,?d1Siingbytiie  g^atteste  mesures:  and  zellep  by  pe  leste.  ])q  opre 
^'^^^\l  „,  manere  is  /  hua?2ne  me  hep  /  ri3tuolle  wy3tes  /  and  ri3t- 

weight,  as  the       uolle  mesiu'es  /  and  zellep  ontreweliche  /  ase  dop  pise 

taverners  do  who  1  j     j 

fill  the  measure      taue?'nyers  /  pet  uellep  pe  mesure  /  myd  scome.  j)e  pridde 

with  scum ; 

c.  increasing  manure  zuo  is  hua?2ne  po  /  pet  zellep  be  wy3te  /  purcha- 
weight  of  goods,     ^ep  /  and  makep  zuo  moche  pet  /  pet  ping  /pet  me  ssel 

4.  To  sell  to  time.  ^636  /  ssewep  more  heuy.     j)g  uerpe  mane?'e  /  to  zene3i 

in  chapfare  :  is  to  zelle  /  to  tyme.  of  pisen  /  we  habbep 

5.  To  sell  a  differ-  yspeke   aboue.     ])e  vifte  manere  is  :   oper  ping  zelle  : 

ent  article  than  ...  at* 

was  at  first  bar-  pa?2ne  me  liep  /  y-sseawed  beuore.  Ase  dop  pise 
game    01.  scriucyns  /  pet  ssewep  guode  lettre  /  ate  ginnynge.  and 

6.  To  hide  the       efterward  /  makep  wycked.     j)e  zixte  is  :    hede  /  pe 

faults  of  a  thing,  /      p  •  /  in/  i  / 

as  horse-dealers     zopuessc  /  01   pe  piuge  /  pet  me  w^de  zelle  /  ase  dop  / 

7.  To  make  a  thing  pe  romongours  of  hoTS.     ])e  zeue?2de  is  /  maid  /  por- 

chaci  /  pet  /  pet  ping  /  pet  me  zelp  /  makep  uor  to  ssewy 
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betere  /  punnQ  hit  by.  ase  do]?  /  Ipise  zelleres  of  clo]?.  jjet  is,  f^s  do  cloth  seii- 

.  ,  1-11/1  1  ^^^'  ^^'^^"^  choose 

chiesejj  /  Ipe  ]?yestre  stecles  /  liuer  ni  zellej)  /  liare  clojj.  dim  puxces  to  seii 

T-  1        ,  /  .    ,  .  T         p  their  cloth  in. 

Ine  iiele  oj?re  maneres  /  me  may  zene3i  /  me  cnaplares. 
Ac  long  ])ing  /  hit  were  to  zigge. 

)?E    NE3ENDE    BO3    OF    AUARICE. 

j)Q  ne3encle  bo^  of  auarice  :  is  ine  kueade  creftes.  ix.  The  ninth 

T-         ,  .         /  ,  1  n  •  1  bougli  of  pride  is 

Ine  ]?ise  /  zene^ejj  moche  uolii  :  ine  uele  maneres.  ase  in  wicked  crafts, 
bise  fole  wyfmen.     Jpet  nor  a  lite  wynnynge  :  hy  yue]?  Thus  sin  foui 

women, 

ham  to  ze?2ne.     Alzuo  f  ise  hysians  /  and  f  ise  kempen  /  and  champions 
and  vele  ofre  /  fat  nor  pans  /  o|)er  nor  timlich  j^/'ofit  /  gl^Q  themTo^ 
yuej)  ham  /  to  crefte  /  na3t  oneste.   pet  no  may  na3[t]  /  ^i^i^o'^^^t  "aft- 
by  do  :  wyjj-oute  zenne.  an  of  jjan  pet  hit  do  J) :  and  of 
ham  /  fet  hise  sostyene]?. 

\)E    TENDE    B03    OF    AUARICE. 

pe  tende  bo3  /  of  auarice:    bye]?  kueade  gemenes.  x.  The  tenth 

,  T      n       T  1  ^      n  bougli  of  avarice 

ase  bye]?  ]?e  gemenes  /  of  des.  and  of  tables,  and  oi  o]?re  is  wicked  games, 
huyche  huet  ]?et  hy  by  /  huer  me  play]?  uor  pans.  o]?er  andoTttmes,  as 
uor  o]?er  /  timelich  wynnynge.   Zuyche  kuade  gemenes  /  for  pence!  ^  ^^^^  ^ 
specialliche  of  des  /  and  of  tables  :   bye]?  uorbode  /  be      '^^^^'  ^^-  ^-^ 
ri3te  /  uor  manye  zemies  /  ]?et  uol3e]?  zuyche  gemenes.  it  causeth  many 

sins  : 

pe  uerste  is  /  couaytise  uor  to   wynne  /  and  uor  to  i.  covetousness 

,.  i/i-  1  1  ,  •/  1  J  J      to  win  ai,d  despoil 

aispoyly  /  his  uela3e.     pa  o]?er  is  /  gaueiynge  to  grat.  one's  feiiow. 

/i_if.j  1  J.       2.  Great  usury,  as 

ase   ne3en  /  uor  tueli.    na3t  uor   ane    monje.    ne   to  nine  for  twelve 
e3te  da3es :  ac  ine  one  zelue  day.      ])g  }?ridde  is  /  to  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^'• 
mori  lyeasynges  /  and  ydele  wordes.  and  ]?et  wors  is  :  3.  Lies,  idle 

words,  and  great 

greate  blasfemies  of  god  /  and  of  his  hal3en.  hueruore  /  blasphemies  of 
god  him  wre]?e]>.  ase  oftezipes  /  he  he]?  ynome  /  to  lite  saints. 
wreche.     Vor  o])erhuyl  /  ham  miswent  J?e  uisage  /  ]?et 
beuore  :  behinde. 

.A  TALE.  . ,  ,     p  ,   .  ,  ^ 

A  tale  of  a  knight 
who  swore  by 

A  kny3t  wes  /  ]?et  zuor  /  be  godes  e3en.  an  haste  /  God's  eyes. 

His  eye  leapt 

his  on  e3e  /  Ihip  ope  })et  cheker.     An  archer  /  uor  ]?et  upon  the  checker. 
he  heddc  y-lore  ate  geme  :  nom  his  bo3e  /  and  ssat  an  shot  at  God 
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found  his  arrow 
on  tliecliftUer 
'  all  blooily.* 

4.  Had  exuin»)lo. 

5.  Lus:i  uf  time. 


He  that  winneth 
should  tjivo  liber- 
ally for  God's 
love. 


If  it  be  got  by 
strife  or  strength 
it  should  be  re- 
stored to  the  loser. 


These  other 
boughs  of  avarice 
belong  more  to 
clerks  th.in  lewd 
men. 


The  sixth  head  of 
the  beast  is 
lechery,  i.e.  too 
much  unlawful 
love  and  lust. 
The  devil  inciteth 
to  this  sin  in  5 
modes,  in — 

1.  Foul  sig'it. 

2.  Foul  words.- 

3.  Foul  handling. 

4.  Foul  kissing. 

5.  Foul  deed. 


This  sin  is  divided 
into  two  parts : 

1.  Lechery  of 
heart. 

2.  Lechery  of 
body. 

The  lechery  of 
heart  hath  four 
steps ; 
1.  Foul  thoughts. 


hL'3  /  a-ye  god.  )?aue  mor3eii  /  hiiaime  he  zet  /  ate 
gemeno  :  his  arowe  /  vil  ope  J)t3t  clieker  /  al  blody. 

)?o  vei-fo  is  /  J)e  kiieade  uorhysne.  J?et  he  fet  play})  : 
yefj)  to  o|)reii :  fet  y-zyej?  J?et  geme.  ]pe  vifte  /  in  Icre 
of  time  /  Jjet  me  ssolde  be-zette  /  ine  guodo  workes. 
And  manye  ojjre  zennes  :  fet  long  fing  /  hit  were  to 
zigge.  0  ])ing  /  ich  ne  ssel  na3t  uor-yete.  f>et  /  ])e  like  / 
J)et  Vv^-nJ) :  he  ne  may  na3t  /  ine  guode  manere  of- 
healde  /  pat  he  wynj?  /  ac  ssel  hit  y[e]ue  /  uor  godes 
loue.  bote  yef  jjet  hit  by  /  ine  zuyche  manege  :  f  et  he 
hit  hedde  /mid  barat  /  ofer  be  strewgfe.  ase  fe  ilke  / 
Jjet  def»  Ipe  ofren  playe  /  he  stre[n]g|je.  Ine  fet  cas  / 
he  ssolde  hit  yelde  to  him  /  ])et  hit  he]?  ylore.  Alsuo 
ich  zigge  :  of  fet  me  wynf  /  ine  torneme?2t. 

jpise  bye])  Jie  bo3es  /  of  auarice  /  yno3  fer  byef  ofre. 
Ac  by  byej)  /  more  to  clerekes  :  farane  to  J)e  leawede. 
And  ])is  boc  /  is  more  ymad  /  uor  J)3  leawede :  J)awne 
uor  fe  clerkes  /  J)et  connef  fe  writinges. 

}?E    ZIXTE    HEAUED    OF    ])E    BESTE. 

])e  zixte  heaued  /  of  fe  kueade  beste :  is  lecherie  / 
fet  is  to  moche  loue  /  and  desordene  /  ine  lost  of  lenden  : 
oJ)er  /  ine  ulesslich  lost.  Of  fise  zenne  uondef  fe 
dyeuel  /  in  vif  maneres.  Ase  zayj)  saynt  gregorie. 
Auerst  /  in  fole  zi3])e.  efterward  /  ine  fole  wordes. 
efterward  /  in  fole  takinges.  efterward  in  fole  kess- 
inges.  efterward  /  me  com})  to  Ipe  dede.  Yor  of  fole 
zi3))e  :  me  comJ>  to  J)e  speche.  and  uram  fe  speche  /  to 
fe  handhnge.  uram  fe  han[d]linge :  to  fe  kesinge.  uram  J)e 
kessinge  :  to  fe  dede.  And  fous  sotilliche  /  makef  pe 
dyeuel  /  guo  uram  on  to  ofer.  jpis  zenne  /  him  to- 
del])  /  uerst  ine  tuo  maneres.  uor  ])er  is  lecherie  /  of 
herte  :  and  lecherie  of  bodie.  ])e  lecherie  /  of  herte : 
zuo  he])  /  vour  stapes.  Yor  fe  gost  /  of  fornicacion  / 
fet  serue])  /  of  pe  uere  /  of  lecherie  /  becleppe  *  fe  herten : 
make])  uerst  /  come  fe  Ipo^tes.  and  Ipe  likinges.  and  fe 
1  to  has  been  erased  in  the  MS.  before  becleppe. 
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ymaginacions  /  of  zewne  /  to  lierte  :  and  make]?  ]?enclie. 

Efterward  /  be  herte  blefb   /  ine  be   bo^tes.     an  suo  2.  Delight  in  foul 

'     ^  '     '  .  thoughts  without 

delite]?.  yet  ne  dej?  he  na3t  /  jje  dede  nor  no  fing.   And  actual  commis- 
ine  ]?ise  bleuinge  /  and  ine   jje   ilke  lost  :  is   J30  o]?er 
stape  /  ]?et  may  by  /  dyadlich.  ze??.ne.     };e  greate  ze?^ne 
may  by  /  jje  lost.    ])e  j^ridde  /  stape  /  is  ]?e  graunti[n]gge  3.  consenting  of 
of  herte  /  and  of  ])e  scele  /  and  of  ]}e  Avylle.  And  zuyche  a^jd  ^^111.'    '     ' 
granti?zges  :  byef  alneway  /  deadlich  zcnne.     Efter  ]?e 
g?'anti?2ge  :    comj)  })e  wylnynge.  and  ])e  greate  hete  ])et  4.  Desire  and 
hy  habbef  nor  to  zene3y.  and  do]?  more  j^a^ine  tuenti  ^^^[Foh^is.'b!]" 
zennes  /  yne   j^e   daye  /  ine  zi3})e  of  leiiedys  /  and  of  caused  by  the 

^  I  ^  I  -.  PI         sight  of  fair  ladies 

maydynes  /  fet  ssewe]?  ham  /  uayre  ycii^t.  ]?et  oite  hy  quaintly  adorned, 

sseawef  /  and  di3te])  ham  /  J^e  more  q?^aynteliche  /  and 

jje  more  honesteliche  /  nor  to  maki  musi  /  jjo  foles  to 

ham.  and  ne  wene])  na3t  /  g/'«tliche  zene3y  :   uor  ]?et  hi 

ne  habbej?  no  wyl  /  to  do  J^e  dede.     Ac  uor-zo|)e  :  hy 

zene3e]7  /  wel  greuousliche.     Vor  be  f  e  ancheysoun  /  of 

ham  :    byeb  uorlore  /  manye  zaules.      And  ber  byeb  /  ^'^°  *^^"^  ^'"'"o 

•^    ^  /J  r  J    r  I    many  folk  to  siu. 

moche  nolk  /  y-do  to  dyaj?e  /  and  to  zenne.     Vor  ase 

zayb  /  be  uorbisne.  '  leuedi  /  of  uaire  di^tim^e  :  is  arblast  /  Lady  of  fair  adorn- 

•^■^  '  -"^  ,  '  .  .  ing  is 'arbalest' to 

to  |je  tour.'     Vor  hi  ne  he])  leme  /  ine  hire  bodye  :    J)et  the  tower, 
ne  is  /  a  gryn  /  of  ])e  dyeule.  ase  zay])  Salomon.     ]5a?2ne 
behouej)  hit  /  yelde  scele  /  ate   daye   of  dome  /  of  ])Q  Ladies,  who  wit- 
zaules  /  f)et  bo  ^q  ancheaysonn  /  of  ham  /  bye]?  uorlore.  to  sin,  siiaii  b(^ ' 

i^../,  ij_ii  ^   •  1  1  I   called  to  account 

pet  IS  /  to  onderstonde :  huanne  hi  yeue]?  encheysoun  /  at  doomsday. 
uor  to  zene3y  /  be  hare  wytinde. 

Lecherie  of  bodie.  him  to-del]? :  ine  lecherie  of  e3en.  Lechery  of  body  is 
of  yearen.  of  mou]?e.  of  honden.  an  of  alle  ]?e  wyttes  /  ery  ofeyes,  ear?, 
of  ]?e  bodye.    And  specialliche  :  of  ]?e  uoule  dede.    And  and  wit's  (sensed. 
hue^  is  hit  uoul  dede  ze]?]?e  hit  is  kendelich?    uor  ]?et  ^  t/iMo.?=how.] 
god  /  hit  uorbyet  /  ine  his  spelle.  and  his  apostel  panel : 
]?et  J?us  zay]?.   '  ech  man  habbe  his  03ene :  nor  fornicacion.' 
jjet  ys  to  zigge  :  his  03ene  wyf.  To  ]?o  zewne  /  belonge]?  /  To  tWs  sin  be- 
allc   ]?e  ]?iiiges  /  huer-by  /  ]?et   uless   him  arist  /  and  ness  and  gluttony, 

i,/-iii  111  iii'i  the  love  of  soft 

wymep  /  zuicho  dede.  ase  bye]?  ]?e  mochele  drinkeres.  bed-ciothes  and 
and   eteres.    J?e  zofte  bed.   clo]?es  likerouses.  and  alle  ^^^^  '^^  ^'^^^^^ 
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The  Bin  of  the 
deed  of  lechery  is 
divided  into  nuiriy 
bouf^hs. 
1.  Tlio  1st  is  of 
those  who  live  to- 
getlier  out  of  the 
bondB  of  wedlock. 


2.  Adultery  with 
common  wouicii. 


8.  Single  men 
living  with 
widows  or  the 
contrary. 

4.  Adultery  with 
single  women. 

5.  Adultery  with 
married  women 
(or  spouse- 
breach). 


This  sin  is  doubled 
when  both  parties 
are  married. 

6.  Unnatural  sin. 


for  which  God 
smote  to  death 
Onan,  Jacob's 
nephew.      , 


[Fol.  14.  a.] 


7.  Adultery  of  a 
man  with  his  god- 
mother or  his 
goddaughter. 


manyero  oyse  /  of  LoJye  /  out  of  nyede.  and  special- 
liclio :  ydt'lncsse. 

\)ii  zanim  of  dudo  /  of  Icclierie  :  libn  to-delj)  /  ine  uele 
Lo^es  /  Lo  jje  stat  of  J)o  pe/'sones  /  )jut  hit  dojj.  and  gej)  an 
lie3  /  uram  kuede  /  to  worse.  j)(i  uersto  is  of  man  /  ojjer 
of  w}^uian  /  ]?et  ne  liabbej)  /  ne?ine  bend,  ne  of  wodewe- 
liod.  ne  of  spousliod.  ne  of  ordre.  ne  of  religioun.  ne  of 
o]?re  manure.  j)et  is  fe  uerste  ze/zne  dyadlich  :  in  dede  / 
of  leclierio.  Jje  ofer  is  /  to  wyfmawne  comm.\ino.  pin 
zeniie  /  is  more  hard :  uor  hi  is  /  more  aid.  and  uor 
fet  /  zuyche  "\v}^fmen  /  bye  J?  o]?erhuyl  wyues.  oJ?er  of 
reHg[i]on.  and  ne  uorzake]?  ne??ne.  ne  uader.  ne  brofer. 
ne  zone  /  ne  ken.  ])q  Jjridde  is  /  of  man  sengle  /  mid 
wodewe.  o]?er  ayeward.  ])o  uerfe  is  /  ^vip  sengle  wif- 
man.  })&  vifte  is  /  mid  wyfman  ymarissed.  Jjet  is  Jje 
zQuiie  I  of  spoiisbreche.  fet  is  wel  kuead.  uor  jjer  is  / 
brekinge  of  treufe  /  fet  fe  on  ssel  here  /  to  fe  of  re. 
efterward  f er  is  /  a  sacrilege  /  huarme  me  brecf  /  fe 
sacrement  /  of  spoushod.  hit  yualj?  oferhuyl  /  deserte- 
soun  /  of  eyi'  /  and  ualse  manages.  Jois  ze/^ne  /  hi??z 
dobble])  oferhuil  /  hua^aie  hi  is  /  of  man  y-spoused  : 
Avyjj  wymman  J?et  hef  housebounde.  J)e  zixte  is  / 
huawne  f e  man  /  hef  his  03e  wyf  /  def  f ing  /  fet  is 
uorbode  /  and  disordene  /  aye  kende  of  man.  and  ordre. 
and  of  spoushod.  And  mid  03ene  zuorde  :  man  may  / 
him-zelue  sle.  Alsuo  may  he  /  mid  his  03ene  wyue  / 
zene3i  dyadliche.  )5eruore  smot  god  /  to  euele  dyafe 
onam  /  iacobis  neuu.  And  fe  dyeuel  /  fet  hette  asmo- 
deus  /  astrangiede  /  fe  zeue  houseboundes  /  of  fe  holy 
mayde  /  sare.  fet  zeffe  wes  /  yonge  thobyes  wyf.  Yor 
alle  fe  sacremens  /  of  hoh  cherche  /  me  ssel  vsi  / 
clenliche  /  and  mid  /  greate  worfssipe.  ])q  zeuende  is 
of  man  /  to  his  godmoder  /  ofer  to  his  goddo3ter.  ofer 
of  godsone  /  to  fe  children  of  his  godzyb  /  ofer  of  his 
godzybbe  /  uor  fo  children  /  ne  mo3e  na3t  come  /  to- 
gydere  :    wyjj-oute  dyadlich  ze/zne  /  ne  be  spoushod. 
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be  ejtende  is  of  man  /  to  his  kenne.  and  belike  zenne  /  s.  Aduitetyofa 

^  '  '  man  with  his  own 

arist :  and  lo3e]7.  be  ]pet  fe  kenrede  /  Is  nye3  /  o]?er  uer.  kin. 

J?e  ne-^ende  is  /  of  Ipe  marane  /  mid  fe  kenne  /  of  his 

wyue.  ober  aye  ward  /  of  be  wyae  /  mid  be  'kenne  I  of  9-  Adultery  of  a 

-^  r  -^  I  r  J         I  r  i  man  with  the  kin 

hare   housebounde.     \)e   like  zenne  /  is  wel  dreduol.  of  lus  wife,  or  the 

.  .  „    wife  with  her  hus- 

vor  huianne  J?e  man  /  he]?  uela3rede  /  myd  enye  wyi-  band's  kin. 

mane  :  he  ne  may  na;zmore  /  be  spoushod  ^  /  habbe 

none  /  of  hire  ke?ine.   and  yef  he   /   enye   nim]? :  fe 

spoushod  /  ne  is  na^t.      And  yef  he  /  nim])  wyf :  and 

efterward  /  of  fe  half  /  of  hire  ke/^ne  :  ha  lyest  /  Jje  ri3t  / 

fet  he  liedde  /  to  his  wyue  /  ine  zuo  moche  /  jjet  he  ne 

may  /  efterward  /  wonye  mid  him  /  bote  hy  /  hit  ne 

bidde   beuore.     j)e  tende  is  of  wyfmen   to  clerkes  y-  lo.  Adultery  of 

hoded.      )?is  zenne  /  anhe3e]) :  and  lo3e]j.  by  fie  hodes.  hooded  clerks. 

and  be  worbssiphede.     be  enlefte  is  /  of  man  /  of  be  ii.  Adultery  of  a 

11       /  ^  '  ,\   man  of  the  world 

wordle  /  to  wyfman  /  of  religioun.  ofer  ayeanward  /  of  with  a  woman  of 

wyfmanof  fe  wordle  /  to  man  /  of  religioun.     ])e  .xij.  is  confraiy.^ 

of  man  /  of  reliprioun.  and  of  wyfman  /  of  relio;ion.  and  ^^'  "^^^^^^^^^^  ^  * 

I  o  J  I  o  naan  of  relisioi^ 

Jjis  ze?zne :  an-he3e]j  /  and  lo3e]).  be  Jjc  stat  /  of  jje  j^er-  '^^'*^\'^  woman  of 
sones  /  bet  hit  dob.     j)e  .xiij.  is  of  prelas  /  bet  ssolden  is.  Adultery  of 

prelates. 

bi   hcnesse   /   and    uorbysne  /  of  holynesse  /  and  of 

kle?inesse  /  to  al  Ipe  wordle.     j)e  laste  /  is  mest  uoul  /  u.  The  last  sin  is 

.  .  1         -n        too  foul  to  be 

an  lodlakest   /   fet  ne  is  na3t  /   to  nemny.     pe  like  mentioned. 

ze?ine  /  is  aye  kende  /  f et  fe  dyeuel  tekj?  to  man.  ofer 

to  wyfman  /  ine  uele  maneres  /  jjet  ne  byejj  na3t  /  to 

nemni  /  uor  fe  materie  /  ]jet  is  to  moche  /  abomynable. 

Ac  ine  ssrifjje  /  hit  ssel  ne??ini  /  fe  ilke  /  to  huam  /  hit 

is   be-ualle.      Yor  asemoche  /  ase    fie  zcwne  /  is  more  Those  guilty  of 

this  sin  stand  in 

uoul/  and  more  gmlich :  fe  more  is  worj?  /  Ipe  ssrifte.  need  of  shrift. 

Vor  jje  ssame  /  Ipet  me  hef  /  of  ]>e  zigginge  :  is  grat  del  / 

of  be  penonce.     bis  zenne  I  is  zuo  onworb  to  gode  :  bet  Thissinissohate- 

■^  ,  ,        '  .  ful  to  God,  that  he 

he  dede  rine  /  uer  berninde  /  and  bernston  stinkinde  /  did  rain  burning 
ope  })e  cite  of  sodome  /  and  of  gomorre.  and  azenkte  /  vif  brimstone  upon 
cites  /  in-to  helle.     )5e  dyuel  him-zelf  /  ]jet  hit  por-  xnoiTah!" 

^  MS.  spuoshod 
4 


OU  THE    SEVENTH    HEAD    OF    THE    BEAST. 

chucc])  :  lie))  ssiiinu  /  ^lua/nie  man  hit  dej).  and  Jje  eyr  / 
is  anuenymed  /  of  J)e  dede. 

pE    ZEUENDE  HEAUED  OF  pE    BESTE. 

Tiie  seventh  head         ])Q  zGuende  heaued  /  of  J?o  kueado  beste  :  zuo  is  / 

sin  of  the  mouth.    JJG  zQmiG  of  Jje  nioujjo.  and  Jjumore  /  fet  ]>q  moujj  /  hej) 

twooifices'one  to  tuo  ofHces.  hueiof  /  Jje  on  belongej?  /  to  Je  zuel3  /  ase 

tTt^iikT'^^'*''*^^"  to  \)e   mete  /  an  to  fe  drinke.     pe  ofer  /  zuo  is  in 

speclie.     Jperuore  /  him  to-delj?  /  fe  ilke  zewne  :  in  tuo 

deles  /  p/7*ncipalliche.      Jpet  is  to  wytene :  in  zenne  of 

iience  we  have  sin  glotounye  /  ])et  is  iuG  mete  /  and  in  drinke.  and  ine 

Bin  of  evil  speech.  ze?nie  /  of  kueade  tonge.   fet   is  /  ine  fole  spekinge. 

I.  Sin  of  gluttony.  And  uerst  /  zigge  we  /  of  Jje  ze?2ne  /  of  glotounye.  Jjet  is 

great  power' by      ^  vice  /  fct  fc   dycuel  /  is  moche  myde   ypayd.   and 

moche  /  onpayf  god.     Be  zuych  ze7me  /  he  J)  pQ  dyeuel  / 

wel  grat  mi3te  /  in  mawne.      Huer-of  /  we  redej?  ine  fe 

[Foi.  14.  b.]      godspelle  /  f>et  god  /  yaf  yleaue  ]}e  dyeulen  /  to  guo  in 

to  J?e  zuyn.  and  ]>o  hi  weren  /  ine  ham  :  hise  adreynten  / 

Gluttons  lead  the    ine  be  ze.  iuc  toknin<2re :   bet  be  glotoims  /  ledeb  lif  /  of 

life  of  swine,  and  ^  o         r        r      n  i  r  i 

the  devil  hath       zuyn.  and  \iQ  dyeuel  he])  yleaue  /  to  guo  in  ham  :  and 

leave  to  go  into  i/.  /nin  ii  / 

them,  hise  adrenche  /  me  fe  ze  /  oi  helle.  and  ham  /  to  do  ete 

till  they  burst.and  ZUO  moche !  fet  hi  to-cleue.  an  zuo  moche  drinke  :  fet 

drink  till  they  are    i        -i  i  i      . 

dromied.  l^y  lia??z  adrenche]?. 

Huar2ne  fe  kempe  /  hef  his  uela^e  /  yueld  /  and 
him  halt  /  be  ])e  frote  /  wel  onnea]?e  /  he  arist.  Alsuo 
hit  is  of  fan  /  fet  fe  dyeuel  halt  /  be  Jja  ze/^ne.  and 

The  devil  by  this   feruorc  blcfeKche  /  he  yern]?  /  to  be  frote  :  ase  be  wolf  / 

sin  holdeth  a  man 

by  the  throat  and  to  fe  ssepe  /  mm  uor  to  astraugu  /  ase  he  dede  to  euen  / 

and  to  Adam  /  in  paradys  terestre.      Jpet  is  fe  vissere  / 

of  helle  /  ])et  nymf  fane  viss  /  bi  fe  frote  /  and  by  fe 

chinne.     )?is   ze/ine   /  moche   mis-payf   god.     Yor  fe 

The  glutton  glotouu  /  make])  to  grat  ssame  /  hua«ne   he  makef  / 

a  sackful  of  dung,  his  god :  of  aue  zeclie  /  uol  of  dong  /  fet  is  of  his 

.e.  lb  e  y.         wombe  /  fet  he  louef  more  /  f)a?2ne  god.  and  ine  him 

God  bids  him  fast,  ylcfth    /    and    hi7?z   seruef.     God   him   hat  ueste  :  fe 

eat  loVg  and^at™  wombe  zayf  /  '  fou  ue  sselt  /  ac  et  longe  /  and  a-trayt.' 
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God  liim  liat  bo  IpQ  inor^sn  arise  :  ]?q  wo??ibe  zay])  /  '  po 
ne  sselt  /  ich  am  to  uol  /  me  behoue]?  to  slepe  /  ])q 
cherche  nys  non  liare  /  iiy  abyt  me  weL'  And  liua/ine 
he  arist :  he  besynb  his  matyns  /  and  his  benes  /  and  his  After  risin-  he 

°'^     ^  ^         /  /  thinks  of  what  he 

oreysones.  and  zayjj.  '  a  /  god  /  huet  ssolle  we  /  ete  to  day.  shaii  eat. 

hiiader  me  ssolle  /  eny  ]?ing  uynde  /  ])et  by  worjj?' 

Efter  J)ise  matynes  :  conioj?  pa  laudes.  and  [he]  zayjj.     '  A. 

god  /  huet  we  hedde  /  guod  wyn  yesteneuen  /  and 

guode  metes.'     And  efterban  /  he  bewepb  his  ze/ines  :  Tiien  he  thinks 

of  yesterday's 

and  zayjj.   *  Alias  he  zayfi  /  ich  habbe  y-by  nye^  dyad  to  good  wine,  but 

,  .  1      1    1  T     /  bemoans  his 

nijt.  to  Strang  /  wes  J?et  wyn  /  teue.     pet  heaued  /  me  aching  head. 

akjj.    ich   ne    ssel   by   an    eyse :    al-huet  ich    habbe  / 

ydronke.'    jpous  to  fe  kueade  zay]?.    Jpis  zemie  /let  man 

to    ssame.       Vor   al])eruerst   /   he   becomj)    tauernyer. 

h-dnne  ho  playb  ate  des.   ba/ine  he  zelb  his  o^en.   ba?zne  The  glutton  often 

-•  xjj-  r  I  J  I  comes  to  the  gal- 

he  becom])    riband,  holyer.  and   fyef.  and    ]ja?^ne  me  lows, 
hine  anhonge]?.     )?is  is  ]?et  scot :  jjot  me  ofte  payf.  h^^^en '^a  ^s^*'' 

bis  zemie  hi??i  to-delb  /  ase  be  saynt  ffreprorye.  ine  This  sin  spreadeth 

^     *  .  .  J         o     o     J  out  into  5  boughs. 

vif  bo3es.  Vor  ine  vif  mane/'os  /  me  zene3e])  /  be  mete  / 
and  be  drinke.  Ojjer  uor  jjet  /  fet  me  eth  /  and  dryngj? : 
to-uore  timo.  ojier  /  to  lostuoUiche.  ofer  /  out  of 
mesure.  ojier  /  to  ardontliche.  0])er  /  to  plentyuous- 
liche.     ])e  uerste  bo^  faTzne  /  of  fise  ze/me  :  is  to  ete  /  i.  Eatin;?  before 

1  1-  tj  !,•         i-,-/,^  /         ,1  time,  and  yielding 

beuore  time,  and  to  uoul  ]?ing  hit  is  /  oi  man  /  fet  he  J?  to  lechery  of 

age  :  hua/zne  he  /  ne  may  abyde  /  time  /  to  etene.  and    "^"^ ' 

of  grat  lecherie  /  of  ])rote  /  hit  com]?.  ])et  man  /  Jjet  is 

Strang  /   and    hoi    of    bodye.    wy]j-oute    ancheysoun 

sceluol.  to-uore  ri3te  houre  /   yernjj  to   \q  mete  /  ase  as  doth  a  dumb 

dej?   a  best  doumb.     And  uele  zewnes  come]?  /  of  j?o 

like  wone.      )5a?ine  hit  com]?  /  ]jet  zuych  a  man  zay]?.  a  man  gmity  of 

-jt  ,  T  -iTTTiii     this  sin  cannot 

pet  ne  ne  may  ueste.  ne  do  penonce.      Vor  ne  \\&p  pet  fast, because ws 

yzed.    '  ich  habbe  /  a  to  knead  heaued.'     And  he  zayj?  t;^ii3tt;,e"w3 

zojj.    uor  he  he  J?  hit  zuych  ymad.    and   kuead   herte  i^eart  becomes 

alzuo  /  fet  hej)  ymad  Jjet  kuead.  and  him  hej>  y-do 

breke  •  /  ]je  uestinges  /  pet  is  grat  zemie.  and  yef  he    i  [ms.  hrou:\ 

\\\m  damnede  /  be  him  zelue  :  J3er-of  no  strengpe.     Ac 

4  * 
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He  will  have  fel- 
low* like  himself. 


[Ful.  15.  a.] 


whom  he  causes 
to  sin. 


He  loves  the  idle 
bliss  of  the  world 
more  than  the 
true  joy  of  heaven. 


He  is  as  the  child 
who  will  always 
have  bread  in  his 
hand. 


Some  sin  by  sup- 
ping late,  and 
rising  late. 


They  waste  their 
time,  and  turn 
night  into  day. 

Such  folk  are  ac- 
cursed of  God. 


They  play  at  evil 
games,  as  dice : 


So  they  wrath 
God,  and  harm 
their  bodies  and 
souls. 

2.  Immoderate 
eating  and  drink- 
ing. 


ho  wyle  habbe  iiela3e3  /  J?et  dof  ase  he  de}).  huiche  he 
did}])  I  iirain  wel  tu  done  and  let  his  mid  hi?i^  /  in-to 
helle.  Vor  he  dej?  ham  /  breke  hare  uestinges.  and  do 
liare  glotounyes.  huer-of  hi  ham  /  wolden  loki :  yef  Jjer 
nere  /  kueade  uela3es.  Vor  Jje  drinkere  /  and  Jje  hor- 
ling  /  amang  fe  ofre  kueades  /  fet  hi  dojj :  propreliche 
one  zQnwQ  /  })et  is  ]je  dyeiiles  /  hua/ine  hi  wyj}-dra3ejj  to 
do  wel.  Hy  ziggej?  /  J>et  hi  ne  mo^e  na^t  ueste.  ac  hy 
lye3e)).  Vor  litcl  loue  of  god :  ham  hef  fet  /  y  do 
zigge.  Vor  yef  hi  loueden  zuo  raoche  /  fe  zojje  ioye  of 
heuene.  ase  hy  do)?  /  ]je  ydele  blisse  /  of  Jjis  wordle  :  ase 
hy  ueste Ji  /  nor  fe  timliche  nyedes  /  al-huet  ni3t :  ase 
wel  /  hi  mi3ten  ueste  /  huet  non  /  uor  god  :  yef  hi  him  / 
zuo  nioche  louede.  Ac  hy  byej)  /  ase  is  fet  child,  fet 
wyle  alneway  /  habbe  fet  bread  /  ine  his  hand.  And  fe 
sselt  conne  /  f et  ase  me  zene3ej7  /  ine  to  rafe  arizinge  / 
uor  to  ethene  :  and  alsuo  me  zene-^e])  :  late  to  soupi. 
JpaTine  fet  uolk  /  f et  late  louief  to  soupi  /  and  to  waki 
be  ni3te.  and  wastef  fane  time  /  ine  ydelnesse.  and 
late  guojj  to  bedde  /  and  arise]?  late  :  zene3e]?  /  ine 
uele  manf'res.  Verst :  ine  pet  hi  waste]?  /  ]?ane  time, 
and  hiiie  miswende]?  /  hua?2ne  hi  make]?  /  of  ]?e  ny[3]t : 
day.  and  of  fe  daye  /  ni3t.  Zuych  uolk  /  god  acorse]?  / 
be  }?e  p?'6>phete.  Vor  me  ssel  be  daye  :  wel  /  do.  and  be 
ni3te  /  herie  god  /  and  bidde.  ac  huo  fet  ly]?  a  bedde  / 
hLia?2ne  he  ssolde  arise,  slepe  he  mot :  hua^ne  he  ssolde 
bidde.  and  his  seruise  yhere  /  and  god  herie.  and  ]?os 
he  /  lyest  al  his  time  /  and  ]?e  m3t :  and  pane  day. 
Efterward  /  ine  zuyche  wakinges  :  me  de]?  manye 
kueades.  ase  playe  ate  ches.  o]?er  ate  tables,  and  me 
zay]?  /  manye  bisemers.  and  folyes.  and  pus  wastep  / 
pe  wreche  his  time  /  and  his  wyttes  /  and  his  guodes. 
and  wrepep  god.  and  harmep  his  bodi  /  and  more  pe  zaule. 
])e  oper  bo3  :  is  of  mete  /  and  of  drinke  /  be  to 
moche  /  and  wip-oute  mesure.  ])e  ilke  byep  /  p/'opre- 
liche  glotounes  /  pet  al  uorzuel3ep  /  ase  dep  pe  kete  of 
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Lis  sperringe.      Hit  is  grat  wyt  /  to  loki  mesiire  /  ine  Gluttons  are  like 

,/•,.,.,,,  ,.  ,  -,     the  kite  that  swal- 

niete  /  and.  me  drinke  /  and.  grat  heljje.  uor  mocne  uolk  lows  the  sparrow. 
sterue]?.  and  ofte  J?er  comef  /  greate  ziknesses.     Ac  huo 

]?et  wyle  ])ise  mesure  lyerny  :  he  ssel  ywyte  /  and  onder-  one  man  lives  by 

stonde  /  pet  pev  bye])  /  uele  maneres  to  libbe  /  ine  f  e  by\tSinty°'a'' 

wordle.     })&  uerste  libbeb  /  be  be  ulesse.     be  ober  be  /  ^^'^"^  ^^  ^"'  p^^ 

T   I  r  '  r  I    SIC,  a  fourth  by 

bis  ioliuete.      be  bridde  /  be  his  fisike.     be  nerbe  /  be  ^^^  honesty,  a 

.  ^  r      I  fifth  by  his  sins, 

his  onestete.      jpe  vifte  /  be  j^an  jjet  hare  zez^nes  acsej).  and  a  sixth  by  the 

1         .,,,  ,,  -,  -  _  T  spirit  and  love  of 

pe  zixte  be  pe  goste  /  and  be  f  e  loue  oi  god.  God. 

bo  bet  libbeb  be  be  ulesse  /  ase  zayb  zaynte  paul  /  Those  that  Uve  by 

.■^,  -^  '^  '  Jr        J  1  /     the  flesh  slay  their 

hi  sla^e]?  hire  zaulen.  uor  hi  make]?  /  of  hare  wombe  :  souis  and  make 
hare  god.     ])q  ilke  /  ne  hyealdef  scele  /  ne  mesure.  and  god. 
feruore  /  hi  ssolle  habbe  /  ine  fe  ofre  wordle  /  pine 
wyf-oute  mesure. 

]>Q  ilke  fet  hbbe]?  be  hare  iolyuete  :  wyllej?  hyealde  /  ^hek'^uty  know 
hire  fole  uela3redes :  zuo  f>et  hi   ne  conne  /  ne  hi  ne  "o  moderation. 
mo3e  /  healde  mesure. 

])o  J?et  libbe])  be  ypocmye  /  J)et  byejj  /  fe  dyeules  Those  that  live  by 
martires.  hi  habbe])  /  tuo  mesures.  uor  ])e  tuaye  devU's  martyrs, 
dyeulen  /  ])et  torme/^te])  Jiane  ypocr/te :  byej)  moche 
ayder  /  ay  ens  ofren.  jpe  on  him  zayf.  'etli  yno^  /  al-huet  / 
pou  art  uayr/  and  uet.'  fe  ofer  hiw  zay]) :  '  ])ou  ne  sselt. 
ac  ])ou  sselt  ueste  /  al  huet  fou  art  /  bleche  and  Ihene.' 
N^ou  behoueb  /  to  habbe  /  tuo  mesnres  /  anehttle  /  and  They  Uve  temper- 

'    '  '  '  '  ately  before  the 

aiie  scarse.   bet  he  useb  /  touore  be  uolke.     And  anobre  ^oii^,  but  immo- 
derately when 
guode  and  large,  fet  he  use])  /  ])et  non  ne  y-zy:;]).  pes  ne  none  sees  them. 

halt  na3t  /  pe  ri3te  mesure.  )?e  ilke  /  pet  couaytyse  ledep  /      [Foi.  15.  b.] 

habbep  zuyche  mesure  :  ase  pe  pors  wyle.  pet  is  Iheuedi  / 

and  hotestre  /  of  pe  house.  pa?zne  ssolle  we  betuene  pe  oftentimes  there 

.  i/f.  1  ITT  ^^^  strife  between 

porse  /  and  pe  wombe  /  of  pe  glotoune :  habbe  a  uayr  the  purse  and 
strif.    )5e  wombe  zayp.  'ich  wylle  by  uoL'  J^epurszayp/  glutton. 
'  ich  wylle  by  uol.'  ])e  wombe  zayp  /  '  ich  wylle  pet  pou  ^1;^  bf fuiifsV 
ete.  and  drinke  /  and  bet  bou  despendi.'      And  \)Q  purs  ^^P  *^®  v^r&e, 
zayb  :  'bou  ne  sselt  na^t.  ich  wille  bet  bou  loki  /  and  win  eat  and  spend, 

'^  ^  f  ->  '         '  'the  other  says 

wypdra3e.'     Alias  /  huet  ssel  he  do  /  pes  wreche  /  pet  is  thou  shait  not,  i 

will  that  thou 

prel  /  to  znyche  tuaye  kueade  Ihordes.     Tuo  mesures  /  save  and  retrench. 
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makej)  he  "vvy^to  yinud.  J?o  mesure  of  wombe  /  in  o))ro- 

ma/ine  house  guode  /  and  large.     And  fe  mesure  of  the 

purse  /  of  his.  fet  is  zor^uol  and  scarse. 

Those  that  live  by         j)o  Jjet  HbheJ)  be  fisike  :  hy  healdejj  fe  mesure  /  uf 

by^ph'yritr'  '^     ypocras  /  fet  is  lite  /  an  strait,  and  liit  iualj)  ofte.  fet  fe 

ilke  /  fet  be  fisike  leuef  :  be  fizike  sterf f. 
Those  living  hy  j)o  bet  libbeb  be  hyre  onestete  :  be  ilke  hyealdof  / 

their  honesty  eat 

at  proper  tiinea.  J?e  mcsure  of  sccle.  audlibbef  worssipliche  /  to  fe  wordle  / 
j?et  etej)  ine  time  /  and  ine  oure.  and  nimej?  mid  guode 
"\v}dle  :  fet  hi  habbef  /  and  cortaysliche  /  an  gledliche. 

Those  livinp  by  j)o    fet   libbcf    be    fan   /  pet   hare    ze^ines  oksej?. 

their  sins  are  t  i  i    .  •   i  i  ^  i  t 

dieted  by  penance,  nyealdej)  zuiche  mane?'e  /  and  mesure  /  ase  me  nam 
chargej)  /  ine  penonce. 

Ui^eTiritiTr"  ^^  ^^  f^*  Hbbe)?  /  be  Ipe  goste.  byej?  po  /  pet  ine  pe 

those  that  use  all   loue  of  god  wonyep.  to  huaui  pe  holy  gost  tekp  /  to 

things  aright,  in 

reason  and  raoder-  hyealde  ordre  /  an  sckele  /  and  mesure.  po  pet  habbep 
pe  Ihordssip  /  ope  pe  bodyes  /  pet  is  zuo  y-ta3t  /  pet  he 
ne  acsep  /  none  outtrage.  and  dep  /  pet  pe  gost  hat  / 
^^tIH'O^^^  grochinge  /  and  wip-oute  wipzigginge. 

Thus  WG  see  that  Xou  mi^t  bou  vsi  /  uor  bet  we  habbeb  hyer  3'zed  / 

the  devil  hath  7     r         J        I  Y  r       J         J  i 

many  tricks  by      pet  uele  ginnes  /  heb  be  dyeuel  /  uor  to  nime  bet  uolk  / 

which  to  take  man   '^  I         r  r        J  I  r  I 

by  the  throat.       be  pe  prote.  uor  uerst  /  he  sseawep  ham  /  pe  wynes  / 
First,  he  showeth  and  be  metcs  /  bet  byeb  uayre  /  and  likerouses  /  ase  he 

him  wine  and  '  I    r  J    r        J        I  1^ 

meats,  dede  /  to  euen  pane  eppel.     And  pet  /  yef  hit  him  ne  is 

na3t  worp  :  he  him  zayp.   *  eth  /  an  drink  ase  pe  ilke  / 

tells  him  to  do  as  and  pe  ilke.  uela3rede  pe  behouep  hyea[l]de.  yef  pe 
wylt  /  pet  me  ne  storue  pe  na3t.  and  pet  me  pe  /  ne 
hyalde  uor  papelard.'  oper  he  him  zayp.   'pe  helpe  of  pine 

and  to  keep  his      bodvo  /  bou  sselt  loki.  uor  liuo  bet  ne  heb  helbe  :  he 

body  in  health  ^      i    r  r  r  r 

and  strength  by     ne  hep  ua^t.     JSTe  by  na^t  mansla3pe  /  of  pe  selue.  pou 

proper  susten-  .         ^      ,  .  >       /->  i       i  • 

ance.  sselt  to  pine  bodye  :  pe  sostmonce.      Oper  he  hmi  zayp. 

The  devil  says,      <  JSj'im  yeme  /  of  pe  guodes  /  pet  pou  dest  /  oper  mi3t  do. 

and  80  serve  God.  jjqu  ne  cst  /  na3t  uor  pe  lost  /  of  pyne  bodye  :  ac  to 
serui  god.  pou  sselt  /  pine  strengpe  loki  to  god.  ase 
zayp  dauip.'  pise  sceles  /  byep  zuo  cleuiinde  /  pet  pe 
wj'-seste  /  and  pe  holyist[e]  man  :  byep  operhu}^  /  beca3t. 
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be  bridde  bo2  of  bise  ze/zne  is  /  to  uerliclie  yerno  /  s.  The  third 

*       '                     -^           *                               '                                 o   .           '  bough  is  a  s        ^ 

to  ]je  mete  /  ase  dej)  ])e  liond  :  to  ])e  lies,  and  j^e  more  /  yearning  for  meat 

fet  is  /  ]?e  ilke  uerlichhede  :  fe  more  /  is  fe  ze?me.  Vor 

ase  hit  ne  is  /  no  zewne  /  uor  to  habbe  ricbesses.     Ac 

his  /  to  nioche  louye.     Alsuo  /  hit  ne  is  no  ze??-ne  /  uor 

to  ethe  /  ]}e  guode  metes  :  ak  ethe  his  /  to  uerhche  / 

ober  disordeneliche.      Ethe   metes   /  byeb  guode  /  to  To  eat  meats  is 

'                                                                                       '                                      '  good,  provided 

guode.  and  to  ham  :  J)et  be  scele  /  and  be  mesure  /  his  they  are  eaten 

.                    1       1       /      p  witla  tlie  sauce  of 

vse]}.  and  hise  nimej?  /  mid  Jje  sause  /  of  J?e  drede  /  oi  the  dread  of  our 
oure  Ihorde.     Vor  me  ssel  /  euremo  habbe  drede  :  fet 

me  /  ne  mys-nyme  '/  be  ouerdede.  and  me  ssel  herye  t^^i;  i6.  a.] 

srod.  and  yelde  hym  bonkes  /  of  his  yef bes.     And  be  ^^  t^^e  sweetness 

*=>                      "^                 J         r                I                     J      r  ofthemeatwe 

be  zuetnesse  /  of  be  mete  /  bet  wyb-oute  /  ne  may  by :  me  should  think  on 

'^                                                        /    /              /                  ^  God's  sweetness. 

ssel  Jjenche  /  godes  zuetnesse.  and  to  f e  ilke  mete  :  fet 
uelj?  ]?e  herte.  )5eruore  me  ret  /  ine  lious  of  religion  / 
ate  mete  :  uor  fet  /  hua7^ne  Jjet  bodi  /  nymj)  his  mete  / 
of  one  half :  fet  ])&  herte  /  nynie  his  of  of er  half. 

be  uerbe  bo2  /  of  bise  ze?me  /  of  ban  bet  /  to  noble-  *•  The  fourth 

''                       .                                              I          r         r       I  ^Qugh  is  the 

liclie  wyllef  libbe.  fet  despendej)  /  and  wastef  /  uor  to  spending  and 

/•  wasting  of  goods 

uelle  hare  glotonye  /  hwer-of  an  hondred  poure  /  mitten  in  order  to  live 

libbe  /  and  yno^liche  by  ueld.     Zuich  uolk  zeiieje]?  ine  suciffoik 
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uele   maneres.     Verst :  in   greate    despenses   /   ]?et   hi  ^^i^^ Z^lt  ly^. 
make  J?,  efterward  /  ine  fan  /  fet  hi  /  hit  vsej)'/  ine  to  2^"jnintem  er- 
erat  hete  /  and  ine  to  ffrat  lost.     And  efterward  /  ine  ance. 

,  .  '  3.  In  vanity;  they 

fe  ydele  blisse  /  fet  hi  habbef.      Vor  hit  ne  is  na^t  /  like  to  boast  of 

1-T111-/P  -,  •      •       I         TO  their  rich  meats. 

oniepiliche  lecherie  /  oi  zuel^  :  ac  hit  is  /  wel  oite  uor 
bost  /  fet  hi  ze'chef  /  zuo  riche  metes  /  and  makejj  /  zuo 
uele  mes.  huer-of  /  ofte  /  comej)  /  uele  kueades. 

})Q  vifte  bo2  is  /  be  bysihede  /  of  glotuns  /  bet  ne  s.  The  fifth  bough 

is  the  anxiety  of 

zechej)  /  bote  to  fe  delit  /  of  hare  zuel^.  fise  byejj  pro-  gluttons,  who  seek 

T1/11  /,  1  t  1  T  in  only  the  delight  of 

p7*eliche  /  lechurs  /  fet  ne  zeche]?  /  bote  f et  lost  /  of  the  swaiiow. 
hare  zuel3.      Ine  fri  finges  /  nameliche  /  lif  f e  zeiiiie  /  these^onrsT: 
of  zuyche  uolke.  Verst  /  ine  fe  greate  bysihede  /  fet  hy  prep"a,Sn°  ^""^ 
habbeb  /  to  porchaci  /  and  to  ap;raibi.    Efterward  /  mid  ^-  c^reat  lust  in 

f  I  ^  I  or  I  the  use  of  their 

^rat  lost  /  bet  hy  habbeb  /  ine  be  us.     Efterward  /  ine  property. 

'/  1  •  -,     -,  1  •  ^-  Bliss  in  the 

fe  blisse  /  fet  hi  hab  lie])  /  me  Ipe  recordinge.     And  hu(3  recording  and  en. 
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dcavours'to  make  j,ct  mhte  tollc  /  huvclic  bysincssG  hi  (lob  /  to  ban  /  hot 

of  one  meat  many  ■'  i  J  J  r  I  r         I    r 

disguised  messes,  liai'o  iiietes  /  by  Avcl  ag/Yfy]je(l.   and  cell  to  his  o^ene 

sniac.  and  liou  hy  mo^e  niaki  /  of  one  mete  /  uele  mes 

And  when  the       dt'sgyscd  /  uoF  hare  iioiile  lost.     And  hiiawne  be  mes   / 

mess  comes  on,  ^  ' 

one  after  the         hyo])  y-comc  /  on  /  eftei  be  obor:  ba/aie  hyeb  be  Lurdes  / 

other, 

and  \ni  trufles  /  uor  entremes.   and  ine  fise  mane/'e  /  gej) 
jests  and  jokes       jje  tvme.   be  wreclie  him  uoryet.   be  sceleslepb.   be  ma^e 

form  the  entries.   ■^'^'^  J  r  i  r      T  } 

[apiamu]       gret  /  and   zay)).      'Dame  Zuel3  /  J)0  me  ssast.   ich  am 

The  Klutlon  says, 

"though  my  belly  zuo  uol :   \)(ii  icli  to-cleuc.'    Ac  \>e  tonge  ))e  lyckestre  / 

let  this  dish  ^^i'^^  ansueiej) :  and  zayj?.  '  J^a^  fou  ssoldest  to-cleue  :  ich 

r^Art*e'r  the  ncUc  na3t  lete  askapie  /  ))is  mes.'  Efter  fe  lecherie  /  fat 

iTeS.J'cmnes'  ^^  ^^^  ctingc  :  comj)  f c  blisse  /  fet  is  ine  J?e  recorder, 

the  wish  of  the  Eftcrwai'd  /  hi  wesseb  bet  hi  hedden  /  nykken  of  crane. 

ghittons.that  they  '  '^  ^  '       •^ 

had  the  neck  of  a  and  wombc  of  cou.  uor  bet  be  mosseles  /  blefte  lenj^er  / 

crane  and  the  .  _  o       / 

belly  of  a  cow.       iiic  Jjc  jjrotc.  and  more  mi3ten  uorzuel^e. 

The  sins  of  glut-  IS'ou  j)ou  licst  y-hycrd  /  be  zennes  I  bet  comeb  of 

tony  and  lechery 

arise  commonly     glotounyc  /  and  ^  of  Iccheric.  and  feruore  /  fet  zuyche 

in  the  tavern,  that  i        •      ■,  t   i        /  •         i  ,     j    •  ^^ 

well  of  sin,  ze7mes  /  arizep  cowzmuniicne  /  me  tauerne  :  pet  is  weile 

of  zenne.  j)eruore  /  ich  wylle  a  lite  take  /  of  fe  zcTines  / 
J?et  byejj  y-do  /  ine  fe  tauerne.     ])q,  tauerne  /  ys  Jje 

very  chapel  of  the  scolc  of  ])Q  dyculc  /  huere  /  liis  dcciples  studief.  and 

^*^^^'"  his  o^ene  chapele  /  fer  /  huer  me  def  /  his  seruese.  and 

J?er  huer  he  makejj  /  his  miracles  /  zuiche  ase  behouej)  ^ 
to  fe  dyeule.  At  cherche  /  kan  god  /  his  uirtues  sseawy. 
and  do  liis  miracles,  fe  blynde:  to  li3te.  fe  crokede  :  to 
ri3te.     yelde  fe  wyttes  of  f e  wode.    fe  speche :  to  fe 

When  the  glutton  dombe.  fe  liierjje  :  to  Jje  dyaue.     Ac  fe  dyeuel  dej)  al 

goeth  into  the  i     ;  .  -ir        t  ••  i    j. 

[Foi.  16.  b.]      ayenward  /  me  fe  tauerne.    Vor  nuawne  pe  glotoun  gep 

tavern  he  entereth    •.,.  |^  ■,  '  i.      \.  t_  -r 

upright ;  when  he  ^  to  fe  tauernc  /  ha  geJ)  opri3t.  nua?2ne  he  comp  a-yen  : 
cal^noVsupport  1^*3  uc  licj)  uot  fct  lii??i  mo3e  sostyciii  ne  here.  Hua?zne 
When  he  enters  ^^  t^rm  gcf  :  he  y-zycjj  /  and  y-herf  /  and  specf  wel  / 
he  can  see,  hear,   ^^^-^  oiidcrstant.    hua7i  lie  coiub  avcn :    he  heb  al  bis 

and  speak  well ;  t       -j  t  * 

when  he  departs    norlore  /  asc  be  ilke  bet  ne  heb  wyt  /  ne  scele  /  ne  onder- 

he  has  lost  all  I  r  T  . 

these,  and  has  no   sto^idiiigc.     Zuyclic  bycj?   IpB  miraclcs  J>et   fe  dyeuel 

reason  or  under-  .-ii  i  t  xn  tii 

standing.  makcf.     And  huet  lessouns  per  ne  ret.  alie  uelpe  he 

These  are  the  ,t,,  i,  ^      i       •  •  •        ^ 

devil's  miracles,    tckp  per.  glotouuye.  lecheric.  zuerie.  uorzuene.  Iye3e. 

1  MS.  (fdn  •  MS.  bohouijt 
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miszigge.  reneye  god.  eiiele  telle,  contacky.  and  to  uele 

ojjre  manyeres  of  zewnes.     ])ev  arise]?  ]?e  clieastes.  Jje 

strifs.  fe  mansla3Jjes.     J?er  me  tekjj   to  stele :  and  to 

hongi.     j)G  tauerne  is  a  dich  to  fieues.  and  jje  dyeules  The  tavern  is  a 

castel  uor  to  werri  god  /  an  his  lial^en.  and  ])0  fet  ])G  and  the  devil's ' 

tauernes  sustyenef  :  byef  nela^es  of  alle  f  e  ze?znen  ]jet  a^linst'^Godlnd 

byejj  y-do  ine  hare  tauernes.  and  uor  zoj^e  yef  me  ham  ^^^  saints. 

zede  /  oJ)er  dede  /  asemoche  ssame  to  hire  uader  /  ofer  to 

hare  moder.  ojjer  to  hare  gromes.   as  me  dej?   to  hire  sustainers  of 

taverns  are  acces- 

uader  of  heuene.  and  to  oure  Iheuedy.  and  to  Ipe  hal3en  series  to  aii  the 
of  paradis.  mochel  hi  wolden  ham  Avrejii.  and  o]?er  red  tavtmi. 
hi  wolden"  do  Jjer  to  ])a?2ne  hi  do]?. 

J5E    ZENNES    OF    })E    TONGE.  The  sins  of  the     • 

tongue. 

Huo  f  et  wyle  conne  and  we3e  ]?e  zennes  of  f  e  tonge  : 
hit  behoue])  ^  Jiet  he  conne  we3e  /  and  ayenwe^e  /  Ipet  it  behoveth  each 

1-1  11  o  1  •  iij_    ^^'^  *°  weigh  and 

word  huych  ]?et  hit  by.  and  huer-oi  hit  com]? :  and  huet  re-weigh  each 

kuead  hit  de]?.     Vor  hit  y-ual]?  ]?et  /  ]?et  word  is  zeizne  cometh  and  what 

ine  hym.  uor  ]?et  hit  is  kuead.    And  yef  hit  by-ual}?  fet  ^""'^  '^  ^'''"'• 

hit  by  ze?zne  uor  fet  hyt  ge]?  out  of  kueade  herte.    And 

of  heauede  hit  biual]?  /  ]?et  J?e  speche  is  grat  ze?2ne  /  uor 

fet  hi  de]?  grat  kuead  /  ]?a3  hy  by  uayre  and  ysmo]?ed. 

ISTou  sselt  J?ou  ywyte  /  fet  ]?e  kueade  tonge  /  is  ]?et  trau  The  evil  tongue  is 

]?et  god  acorsede  ill  his  spelle  /  uor  ]?et  he  ne  uand  na^t  God!  becauirhe^^ 

bote  leaues.     J?et   ine   holy   writ   bye]?    onde[r]stonde  [Tilaves'lhafi! 

wordes.     And  alsuo  ase  hit  is  Strang  ]?ing  to  telle  /  alle  ^°  ®^y»  words. 

Jje  lyeaues  of  J?e  trauwe  :  alsuo  hit  is  Strang  ]?ing  uor  to 

telle  j?e  zennes  J?et  of  ]?e  tonge  come)).  An  J?ise  ten  bo3es  we  may,  amongst 

1  •  ^    1  1     •  1  1         T  many  others, 

we  mo3e  alsuo  ne??ini :  ydemesse.  yelpmge.  blondmge.  name  ten  boughs: 
todra3inge.  lyesynges.  vorzueriinges.  stryfinge.  gro-  flatter^^ixc-"^* 
chinge.     wyfstondinge.     blasfemye.  tion,  lying,  per- 

j^e  ilke  bat  ham  yeueb  /  to  moche  to  ydele  worddes.  grudging,  oppo- ' 

sition,  blasphemy. 

hi  zeche]?  grat  harm  /  ]?et  hi  ne  aparceyue]?  na3t.  vor 
hy  lyesej)  Jjane  time  p?'ecious.  huer-of  hi  ssolden  habbe 
eftsone  disete.  and  uorlyese]?  J?e  guodes  fet  hi  fenche]? 
to  done  /  and  ssolden  do.  and  nime}?  Ipe  tresor  of  ]?e  herte. 

1  MS.  bo/toNcp 
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Those  who  Rive     and  liisG  uc'lb  a-yen  mid  ydclenesse.  hi  onwrij}  bane  pot. 

themselves  up  to 

idle  woid.s  un-       and  fc  ule3en  vlyej)  ]?oiin.  hi  hise  clepicjj  /  ydele  wordes/ 

cover  the  iiot  80  i>-i  ^   •   t  n  i  ^    t  ii/ 

that  the  ttiea         ac  hi  110  oyej}.  ac  hi  hyej?  oi  grat  cost  /  and  harmuolle  / 

One  calls  them      and  periloiis.  ase  J)o  fet  emte]?  ])c  herte  of  hire  guode. 

they  are  not  so.      ^^^  ^elj)  lus  ayen  /  Hiid  ydelnesse  /  as  fo  /  huer-of 

hanifui.^"'^  behouef  yelde  rekeninge  of  echen  beuor  god  /  ate  daye 
of  dome,  ase  god  zayjj  ine  his  spelle.  Hit  ne  is  na3t 
lite  jjing  /  ne  ydelenesse  /  huer-of  hit  behouejj  rekeni. 

And  in  the  high     and  yckle  sccle  ine  J)e  he3e  cort  /  ase  beuore  god  /  and 

rrjr.:""  ^l  fe  baronage  of  heuene. 

given  ot  ti.em.  jj^^j  uq  yJeJe  wordes  me  zene^eb  ine  vif  maneres.  Yor 

In  idle  words  one  f      >j  j    i 

Binnethin  live       jjer  byeb  zome  wordes  ydele  /  huer  of  be  tonges  byeb  zuo 

ways: 

1.  The  tonfjiie  is    uolle  /  fet  spekej?  beuore  /  and  bchynde.  fet  bye])  ase 

sometimes  full, 

[Foi.  17.  a.j       Jje  cleper  of  fe  melle  /   fet  ne  may  him  na3t  hyealde 

dappeTof  a  mill!   stiUe.     And  ycf  hi  spekj)  bisye  wordes  of  ham  fct  zuo 

blejjeliche  telle]?  tidyinges.  fet  zettef  ofte  hare  herte  to 

The  after-tellers     mesayse   of  ham  fet  his  yhere]?.  and  makef  fe  efter 

fools  and  liars.      telleres  ofte  by  yhyea[l]de  foles  and  uor  lye3eres.    Eft^;-- 

2.  Idle  tales  and    ward  byef  fe  tales  /  and  fe  uayre  zigginges.  huer-of  hi 

habbejj  moche  of  ydele  blisse  /  f»o  fet  hise  conne  sotil- 

liche  zigge  /  uor  ])e  herkneres  do   wel  lhe33e.     Efter- 

8.  Jests  and  jokes  Ward  bye])  fe  bourdes  /  and  f  e  trufles  uol  of  uelfe  /  and 

full  of  filth  and  ofp,.  ,,  i.ti  t  a 

lies,  01  leazmges.  pet  me  clepe]?  ydele  wordes.     Ac  uorzofe 

stinking  and  foul  hit  nc  bycf.  ac  hy  byef  wel  stinkinde  /  and  wel  uoule. 
4.  Mocking  and  Eft(^nvard  bycf  fe  bisemeres  and  f  e  scornes  /  ])et  hi 
scorn  o  goo         ziggef  ope  fe  guode  men.  and  ope  alle  ham  fet  wylle]? 

do  wel  /  J)eruore  :  fet  hi  my3ten  his  dra3e  to  hare  corde. 

and  uram  f e  guode  fet  hi  habe]?  y-cowceyued  wyj)dra3e. 

Jpet  ne  byef  na3t  ydele  wordes.  Yor  fou  art  ase  maii- 
Thouartasaman-  sla^Jjc  /  yef  ))ou  be  Ijiue  tonge  /  wybdra3st  ane  man  / 

slaughter,  if  thou 

causestany  ofer  a  child  wcl  to  done.   and  god  ]je    can   asemoche 

one  to  do  wrong,  /piti  it- 

by  thy  tongue.  f  ank  :  ase  wolde  f  e  kyng  /  yef  fe  heddest  ysla3e  his 
zone  /  ofer  his  tresor  ystole. 

boal^ting"  ""^  Op    ))E    ZE-VNE    OF    YELPINGE. 

EfterAvard  comf  ]je  ze^?,ne  of  yelpynge  /  fet  is  wel 
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grat  /  and  wel  iioul  /  wel  iials  /  and  wel  vileyn.  Hi  is  wel 

grat :  Vor  hue  Jjet  yelpf  :  he  is  aperteliche  godes  ]?yef.   He  that  boasteth 

and  him  wyle  benyme  his  blisse  /  ase  we  zede  hyer- 

beuore.     fet  is  a  wel  uals  zenne.     Yor  fe  guodes  hiierof  For  a  little  wind 

,.  ,  Ti  T^®  loseth  heaven. 

he  mi^te  wynne  Jie  heuene  :  hi  yeuef  uor  a  htel  wynd. 

And  zuo  hit  is  a  wel  uoul  ze.7ine.      Vor  be  wordle  zelf  /  The  worui  itself 

ITT,/,,,  -1  1  •  holdeth  him  to  be 

ham  halt  uor  lol.  and  uor  vilayn  and  uor  nice.  a  fooi. 

Ine  fise  bo3e  bj^eb  vif  leaues.   bet  byeb  vif  mane?'e  in  this  boiigh  are 

.  five  leaves : 

01  yelpmgcs.     On  is  preterit.  ]pe[t]  is  to  zigge  :  of  finge  i.  Past-boasting 

ypased.     pet  i-s  J?e  zenne  of  fan  /  fet  zuo  blej^eliche  pi^vLs,  &c!' 

recordej?  hare  dedes  /  and  hare  prowesses,  and  f  et  hi 

wenep  habbe  /  ojjer  wel  ydo  :  ober  wel  yzed.     j)e  ober  2.  Present— boast- 
ing of  present 

IS  of  p?'esent  fet  is  to  zigge  :  of  nou.  fet  is  fe  ze?2ne  of  riches,  nobleness, 

J?o  :  f  et  na^t  ne  do]?  gledliche.  ne  ham  ne  payef  wel  to  "^  p^°^^^^* 

done  /  ne  wel  zigge.  bote  ase  me  his  yzy^J?  /  of  er  yher]?, 

j)ise  I  ine  dede  /  of  er  ine  speche  /  and  ine  zinginge  :  hi 

yelpejj  /  and  zellef  uor  na3t :  al  fet  hi  dof .     To    fan 

belongef  f e  zc?zne  of  zuichen  fet  yel^^ef  of  f e  guodes 

f et  hi  habbef  /  of er  fet  hi  wenef  habbe   /  of  hare 

noblesse,  of  hare  richesse  /  of  hare  prouesse.     Hy  byef 

ase  fe  coccou  /  fet  ne  can  zinge  /  bote  of  him  zelue.  ])e  These  boasters  are 

.  ,  ,       .  />       •■  •  .    T      ^'^^  *^^®  cuckoo. 

fridde  is  f e  zewne  of  f ise  ouerweneres  fet  ziggef .  ich  3.  overweening— 
wille  do  fet  /  and  fet.  ich  wylle  awreke  forre.  ich  wille  onrwiif do.^^  ^^ 
maid  f  e  helles  and  f  e  danes.     \)e  uerf  e  is  more  sotil  *•  Blaming  what 

is  right  in  othei"s. 

fet  is  of  fan  fet  ne  mo^e  uor  ssame  ham-zelue  praysi. 
ac  al  fet  of  re  dof  /  and  ziggef  :  altogidere  uayrliche 
blamyef  ase  ri3t  na3t  ne  him  praysef .  to  fet  hi  conne 
do  and  zigge.     \)e  vifte  is  yet  more  sotil  /  of  ham  fet  »•  Affected 

humility. 

huanne  hi  willef  fet  me  hise  praysi  /  and  hi  nollef  Many  folk  say 

T      T  T     •     T     •  T  /  T  T  ''^'^^   ^^^^^'  ^'"^ 

Zigge  aperteliche  :  hi  hit  makef  a  na^t  /  and  makef  zuo  wicked  and  sinful, 
moche  ham  milde  /  and  ziggef  /  fet  hi  byef  zuo  kueade  / 
and  zuo  zenuol  /  and  zuo  onconnynde  :  frisif  e  more  /       [FoI.  17.  b.] 
fa?me  hi  by.  vor  fet  me  ham  heref  /  and  hyealde  :  uor  so  that  one  may 
wel  bo3sam.  'Alias' zayf  sayntbernard  'huet  fer  is  hier  esteem. 
zor3Uolle  yelpinge.'     Hy  makef  ham  dyeulen :  uor  fet  seivesXviL,  ItT' 
me  halt  ham  uor  angles.     Hy  makef  ham  kueade  :  uor  ^^^ouJlt^dTi-eh 
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FLATTERERS,    THE    DEVIL's    NURSES, 


Others  seek 
spokesmen  to 
praise  and  extol 
their  virtues. 

Of  flattery. 

Flatterers  are  the 
devil's  nurses,  who 
give  suck  to  his 
children  and  sing 
them  to  sleep. 
They  smear  the 
way  of  hell  with 
honey. 

There  are  five 
boughs  of  this  sin 
1.  Praising  hastily 
what  is  well  said 
or  done. 


2.  Exaggeration 
of  trifles, 

where  there  is 
more  of  lies  than 
truth. 


3.  Assumption  of 
goods  and  graces. 
The  folk  who  as-^ 
sume  so  much 
and  so  deceive 
many  are  called 
charmers. 


4.  Sinking  placebo 
to  every  word  or 
deed,  be  it  good  or 
bad ;  or  echoing 
all  that  is  said  by 
others,  be  it  good 
or  bad. 


\>ei  1110  ssolJe  liis  liyoaldo  uor  good,  ne  more  me  no 
may  liam  wrelpi :  famine  uor  to  zigge  /  uor  zofe  jjou 
zayst  zo)j.  To  Jjan  belongej)  fe  ze?ine  of  ham  fet  zecliij) 
spekemen  ham  uor  to  praysi.  and  uor  to  grede  hare 
noblesse  /  he  huas  moufo  hi  spoke))  /  and  fie  more 
hardylichc. 

Of  bloxdinge. 

])e  blonderes  /  bye])  jje  dyeules  noriches.  fet  his 
children  youej)  zouke  /  and  doj)  ham  slepe  ine  hare 
ze?zne  be  hare  uayre  zang.  Hy  smeriej)  fane  way  of 
hello  mid  hony  /  ase  me  dejj  to  Ipe  bore  /  uor  Jet  fe 
zene3ere  hine  ssoldo  guo  fe  hardylaker.  })is  zenne  him 
to-deij)  :  ino  vif  doles,  fet  bye))  ase  vif  leaues  :  ine  pise 
bo3e.  j)G  uerste  zowne  is  of  fyse  blonderes.  pet  hua/zne 
hi  yzej)  pot  ho  /  opor  hy  /  pet  hi  wyllep  beuly  /  habbep 
"vvel  yzed.  oper  pet  he  hep  wol  ydo  :  an-hasto  him  ziggep 
to  him-zelue  /  uor  pet  ha  hep  ydele  blisse.  Ac  his  kuead 
nollop  hi  hi???  na^t  telle.  j)e  oper  ze??ne  is  /  hua??ne  pe 
litle  guodes  pet  hire  children  pet  hi  dop  zouke  /  ydo  / 
oper  yzed  :  hy  louep  /  and  dobblep  /'  and  morop  hit  of 
hiron  /  al-huet  per  is  more  of  lyeasingo  /  pa??no  of  zop. 
And  peruore  hi  byop  ycleped  ualse  wytnesses  ine  holy 
writ,  pe  priddo  ze??no  is  /  hua?zne  hi  dop  onderstonde 
pe  ma??ne  /  oper  pe  wyfma??ne  /  pot  he  hep  ine  him 
manie  guodes  /  and  g?'aces  /  huor-of  he  no  hep  none 
and  peruore  his  clepep  holy  writ  :  charmeros.  uor  hy 
becharmep  zuo  mocho  pane  man :  pet  ho  ylef  [p]  ham  more  / 
pa??ne  hi???  zelue.  pet  ho  ylefp  bet  pet  he  yherp  :  pa??ne 
pot  he  yzi^t.  and  pet  hy  ziggep  of  hi???. :  pa??no  pot  hi  usop. 
j)e  uerpe  ze??ne  is.  pot  hua??no  hi  alio  zingep/ 'Placebo.'  pet 
is  to  zigge  :  '  mi  Ihord  zayp  zop.  mi  Ihord  dep  wel.'  and 
wendop  to  guode/  al  pet  pe  guodeman  dep  /  oper  zayp. 
by  hit  guod  by  hit  kuead.  And  peruore  hy  by  op  ycleped 
ine  pe  writinge :  ecko.  pet  is  pe  rearde  pot  ine  pe  he3e 
hollos  comp  ayen  /  and  acordep  to  al  pot  mo  him  zayp. 
by  hit  guod  /  by  hit  kuead.  by  hit  zop  /  by  hi    uals. 
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])Q  vifte  zeniiQ  is  /  hiiawne  jje  blondere  defende))  /  and  5.  Defending, 

I     n  -I  excusing,  and 

excuse])  /  and  wryejj  jje  kueades  /  and  J?e  ze/wies  /  oi  nam  hiding  faults  of 
]?et  he  wyle  ulateri.  and  Jjeruore  zuyche  bye]?  ycleped  ine  ThosTguiity  of 
writinge  :  tayles.     Vor  hi  wre])  fe  uel]7es  of  ze/zne  of  j;>^s_^^n  are  called 
riche  men  /  uor  zom  timlich  guod.  hueruore  hi  bye]) 
anlicned^to  fe  tayle  of  ])e  uoxe  /  be  hare  barat  /  and 
nor  hare  bezuykinge  of  tedra3ynge. 

Blondere  /  and  miszicraere  :  byeb  of  one  scole.    Ipise  flatterers  and 

'  '^^  "^    ••  '  mis-sayers  are 

bveb  be  tuo  nykeren  bet  we  uyndeb  ine  bokes  of  kende  li^e  Nykers  or 

•J    I    f  ^  '  J  T  Mermaids, 

of  bestes.     Vor  hy  bye])  a  ssewynge  of  J)e  ze  /  ])et  me 
klepe])  nykeren.  fet  habbe])  bodyes  of  wyfman  /  and 
tayl  of  uisssse.    and  clauen  of  arn.  and  zuo  zuetelich 
zingej)  /  fet  hi  make])  slepe  \q  ssipmen  /  and  efterward  ^'^°  ^^"^  saiinrs 
his  uorzuel3|).  Jpet  byej)  fe  blonderes.   ])et  be  hare  uayre  swaiiow  them. 
zang  /  make])  slepe  ])et  uolk.  and  ine  hare  zewne.  hi  They  are  uke  the 
resemble])  an  eddre  /  fet  hatte  serayn,  fet  yernj)  more       [Foi.  is.  a.] 
zuybere  /  bawne  hors.  and  oberhuyl  vleb.  and  habbeb  that  runneth 

'Jill  r  -J  r  f    switter  than  a 

])et  uenym  zuo  Strang  :  ])et  no  triacle  ne  is  ])er  to  na3t  horse, 

wor]).     Vor  ra])re  com])  ])e  dyaj) :  ^<xnne  me  uel])  ])ane 

byte,  pet  bye])  ])e  missiggeres.   of  hua^??  Salomon  zay]>  / 

J)et  hi  byte])  /  ase  eddren  ine  bezuykinge.  an  ])et  uenim 

sla3])  fri  /  in  one  stroke.  ])ane  fet  zay]?.  fane  J)et  Ihest. 

and  bane  /  of  huam  he  missayb.   Ipet  is  he  felliste  best  '^l  *^^^  ^^^^^ 

J  I  d  f      J  T  Hyane,  who  un- 

bet  me  clepeb  hyane.   J)et  ondelfb  he  bodies  of  dyade  graves  dead 

^  J.JI//  //  «/  men's  bodies  and 

men  /  and  liise  eteji.     jpet  bye])  ])o  /  fiet  bytef  and  ete])  eats  them, 
fe  guode  men  of  religion  /  ])et  byef  dyade  to  ])e  wordle. 
Hi  bye])  more  feller  /  J)a/^ne  helle.  ])et  ne  uorzuyl])  / 

bote  kueade.  Ac  hi  yernef  op  to  fe  guode.  hueruore  hy  They  are  like  the 

bye])  anlicned  to  ])e  zo3e.  hua??.ne  hi  he])  yuar3ed  /  wel  who  bites  men  in 

blefeliche  byt  men  :   yclofed  mid  huyt.     Hy  bye])  ase  or^S^j  the  beetles 

fe  Ihapwynche  /  fet  ine  ueVpe  of  man  /  make])  his  nest  /  ^^^^  ^°^^  *l""^- 

and  zuo  resteb.  ])et  byeb  lie  ssarnboddes  bet  beule])  be  boughs  of  evu 

speaking : 

floures.  and  louie])  fet  dong.     And   ])es   bo3    he])  yif  i.  Finding  of  iie3 

,  ,  .      •      /  1  •     J    1         •  11,^"  order  to  blame 

leaues.  ])e  uerste  is  /  hua^ne  me  vmt  lea3inges.'  and  ])e  others. 
kueades  uor  ofren  to  arere  blame.    ])e  ofer  is  /  hua?zne    '    ^  ^"^  ^" 

'  hazing es  ? 
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LIARS    ARE    LIKE   THE    SCORPION. 


increasing  the 
reportofuiiotlior's 
wn)ng-doinj^. 
3.  Turiiinii  good 
iutu  evil. 


4.  Spetikin^  evil 
of  utliers, 


for  when  one 
speaketli  good  of 
anotlier,  some  one 
will  find  some- 
thing amiss. 


They  are  like  the 
scorpion,  fair  as 
to  its  head,  but 
whose  tail  is 
poisonous. 
5.  False  and  un- 
true grudging  of 
others'  deeds. 


pat  kuead  Jjct  he  yherj)  of  ofren  /  he  hit  tel])  uor))  /  and 
liit  luorojj  of  his  03011.  J?e  jjridde  is  hua/iiie  he  kuonc))  / 
and  dej)  to  na3te  /  alle  f e  guodes  fet  Jje  man  dej)  /  and 
hise  deJ)  liyea[l]de  to  ane  kueade.  Jpes  eth  fane  man  al 
yhol.  Jje  o]?re  ne  etej)  hine  na^t  al  /  ac  byt  /  and  niinj) 
a  stech.  and  j?is  is  Jji3t  uei'J?e  lyeaf  of  Jjise  bo3e  /  J?et  is 
p/'6»pi'eHche  ycleped  todra^ynge.  Vor  he  to-dra3])  /  and 
toheauj?  eche  daye  zoin  stech  of  guode  /  Jjet  he  yhyer]) 
of  ojjreii.  Yor  huanne  me  zayj)  guod  of  ofren  touore 
hiin  :  alneway  he  vint  /  and  zet  aines.  Vor  zoJ?e  he 
zayj) :  fet  is  zojj.  lie  is  wel  guod  man  /  and  ich  hine 
louie  iiioche  /  ak  he  he])  zuich  a  lac  ine  him  /  and  fet 
me  uor]?ing|).  ))es  is  J?e  scorpioun  fet  make  J)  uayr  mid 
fe  heauede.  and  enueyme])  mid  J?e  tayle.  ])e  vifte  is 
hua?me  he  miswent  /  and  went  to  fe  worse  half,  al  fet 
he  yher]?  /  ofer  yzi3]?  /  pat  me  may  wende  to  guode  / 
and  to  kueade.  and  feruore  is  he  iials  demere  /  and 
ontrewe. 


Lying. 

Lying  makes  a 
man  false. 


The  liar  is  among 
men  as  chaff 
among  corn. 

The  liar  is  like 
the  devil. 


The  liar,  like  the 
devil,  changeth  in 
many  ways  the 
folk  to  beguile. 

He  is  like  the 
chameleon,  that 
liveth  by  air,  who 
with  all  sorts  of 
colours  has  uone 
of  his  own. 

[Fol.  18.  b.] 
In  this  bough  are 
three  small  twigs. 


Leazynges. 

Leazinge  ualsej?  fane  man  /  alse  me  ualsef  fe  kinges 
sel  /  ofer  fe  popes  bulle.  and  peruore  fet  me  makejj 
ualse  monaye  and  berp  ualse  lettres  :  ha  ssel  by  demd 
ase  ualsere  /  ate  daye  of  dome.  pQ  lye3ere  is  amang  J»e 
men  :  ase  fe  ualse  peny  amang  pe  guode.  ase  pet  chef : 
amang  pe  corn,  pe  lye3ere  is  ylich  pe  dyeule.  pet  is 
his  uader.*  ase  god  •  zayp  ine  his  spelle.  Yor  he  is 
lye3ere  /  and  uader  of  leazinges  /  ase  he  pet  made  pe 
uerste  leazinge.  and  yet  he  hise  makep  /  and  tekp  eche- 
daye.  pe  dyeuel  him  ssewep  ine  uele  ssefpes.  and  hi??* 
chongep  in  uele  wysen  /  pet  uolk  uor  to  gyly.  Alsuo ' 
dep  pe  lye3ere.  hueruore  he  is  ase  pe  gamelos  pet  leuep 
by  pe  eyr  and  na3t  ne  hep  ine  his  roppes  bote  wynd. 
and  hep  ech  nianere  colour  /  pet  ne  hep  non  his  03en. 

Ine  pise  bo3e  byep  pri  smale  tuygges  :  Yor  per  byep 
leazinges  helpi?ide  and  leazinges  likynde.   and  leazinges 


OF    THE    SIN    OF    LYING.  C3 

deriynde.  and  in  eclien  is  zenne.     Vor  ase  zayb  saynt  ^-  ^'^^^  helping. 

'^  "^  ^        ''  2.  Lies  pleasing, 

aiistin.  asenioche  ase  he  Jjet  lye3]7  /  be  his  leazi??ge  /  dej?  3.  Lies  hurtful. 
guod  to  o]?ren  :  ahieway  he  dej?  liis  03ene  harm  /  J?a/^ne  i.  The  first  sin 

,         .  1     1     •      T       1  A  1         •  ^^^^  harm  to  the 

pe   leazmges    helpinde  bye]?    zenne.     Ac  pe    ieazmges  man  who  is  guilty 
likinde.  byef  more  grat  zenne  /  ase  bye]?  fe  hye^inges  2.  Vhe  second  sin 
of  ]7e  loze/ziour.  and  of  J?e  gememen  /  and  of  ]?e  scorneres.   anTscwnets  who 
]?et  zigge]?  ]?e  bysemeres.  and  j?e  lezinges.  and  ]?e  Ihej-  lie  to  please  folk. 
inges  uor  to  solaci  ]?et  iiolk  /  ine  ziggynge  /  and  ham  to 
harkin  :  is  zenne.  hit  ne  is  non  drede.    Ac  be  lyazinges  ^-  The  third  sin  is 

deadly,  whether 

deriynde  :  bye]?  dyadlich  zenne.  huanne  me  his  zay]?  it  be  in  thought 

.  or  deed. 

wytmdehche  /  and  be  fojte^  /  uor  to  do  harm  to  oJ?ren.      [-ims^  1,0^0] 

To  ]?ise  bo3e  belonge]?  alle  nalshedes  /  and  ]?e  gyles  /  to  this  bough  be- 
and  ]?e  contackes.  J?et  me  de]?  in  al  ]?e  wordle  uor  ojjren  guifest  and  cou- 
to  gyly  and  harmy.  ofer  ine  zaule  /o]?er  in  bodye.  ofer  J^^^i^f^  otiiers^^ 
ine  guodes.  o]?er  ine  los  /  huych  ]?et  hit  by. 

Of    ])E   zenne  of    LYE3INGE.  Of  the  sin  of 

lyiii;,'. 
Kvead  ]?ing  hit  is  to  lye^e  /  ac  more  ze^ine  hit  is  hi/?i  P^ijuiy  is  worse 

■'       °  ^    ?     /  than  lying. 

zelue  uorzuerie.  and  J?eruore  oure  Ihord  hit  zuo  moche 
uorbyet.  Perilous  ]?ing  hit  is  to  zuerie.  ac  na^t  uor 
]?an  /  ]?et  ine  no  poynt  me  ne  may  zuerie :  wy]?-oute 
zemie.  ase  zayb  be  bougre.     Ac  uor  ban  bet  ofte  zuerie  :  ^^'^^""^  i®**^^  to 

'^  '    f  *=*  •»  ■»  forswearing. 

niakeb  ofte  uorzuerie  /  and  ofte  zene3i.     Yor  ine  zeue  There  are  seven 

modes  of  swear- 

mane?'es  me  zuere]?.  Yerst  hua?^ne  me  zuere]?  boldliche  /  ing : 

.     r-n  /1T1T1  !••  /  1"  I^old  swearing. 

]?et  is  [iiij  onworj?nesse/  and  ble]?eiiche.  pet  hit  ]?ing]?/]?et 

him  hit  like]?  to  zuerie.  ]?eruore  hit  uorbyet  saint  lacob. 

*  ne  zuerie]?  na^t :  bote  hua/aie  hit  is  nyed.'  ac  ]?et  wyl :  2.  Needful  swear- 

is  J?e  lecherie  ^  uor  to  zuerie.  Efte?'ward  hua?2  me  zuere b  3.  Light  swear- 
ing. 
li3tHche  /  ]?et  is  uor  na3t  /  and  wy]?-oute  scele.  J?et  is    [2  ms.  uucherie] 

uorbode  ine  ]?e  o]?re  heste  of  ]?e  la3e  /  J?et  god  wrot  ine 

be  tables  of  ston  /  mid  his  vi??.a;re.     Efte'rward  hua?ine  4.  Habitual  swear- 

■*  '  ^  ing. 

me  zuerej)  be  wone :  ase  at  eche  worde.     Yor  ]?er  bye]? 

zome  zuo  euele  yta3t :  ]?et  hi  ne  conne  nofing  /  zygge 

wy]?-oute  zueriynge.     )?ise  habbe]?  god  in  to  g?'at  on-  Habituaiswearers 

wor]?hede.  huawne  al  day  /  and  uor  na3t  /  him  clepie]?  to  tempt. 

wytiiesse  /  of  al  ]?et  hi  zigge]?.     Yor  zueriinge  ne  is  non 
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FOOLISH    AND    FALSE   SWEARING. 


6.  FooUbIi  swear- 
iii^,  an  in  Huddua 
pain. 


in  rash  promises, 


in  bold  assertions 
without  being 
certain  of  tlie 
truth, 

in  promising  what 
one  cannot  fulfil ; 
and  swearing  by 
the  sun,  moon, 
one's  head,  &,c. 


[Fol.  19.  a.] 


This  is  worship- 
ping the  creature 
instead  of  the 
Creator. 


6.  Swearing  by 
God  and  his 
saints. 


Those  guilty  of 
this  sin  are  worse 
than  the  Jews  who 
crucified  Christ. 


It  is  a  wonder 
how  Christendom 
beareth  them. 


o))or  J)ing :  ))a«ne  to  clepie  god  to  wytne.sse.  and  liis 
moder  /  and  his  l)al3L'n.  Efterward  huawne  me  zuerej) 
fulliclie.  and  |)et  yualj)  inc  uele  maneres.  Ofer  huawne 
me  zuerej)  })0  tyene  /  and  sodaynlyche  /  huer-of  him 
uoijjingj)  eftenvard.  Ojjer  huawne  me  zuerej)  uor  J)ing 
J)et  me  ne  may  na3t  healde  wyJ)-oute  ze/me :  zuich  oj) 
me  ssel  breke  :  and  do  penonce  uor  Jjane  fole  oJ).  Oj)er 
huawne  me  zuerej)  zikerliche  /  of  Jjinge  J)et  me  nis  na3t 
ziker  /  yet  J)a3  liit  by  zoj).  Oj)er  hua^ine  me  behat 
zikerliche  J)et  me  na3t  not  /  yef  me  hit  may  uoluelle. 
0])er  hua/^ne  me  zuerej)  be  J)e  sseppinges  /  ase  me  zayj). 
be  J)e  zo/ine  J)et  ssinj).  by  J)et  uer  J)et  bernj).  oJ)er  by 
myn  heued.  oJ)er  by  myne  uader  zaule.  oJ)er  ojjre  J)ane 
ylych.  Zuyche  oJ)es  god  uorbyet  in  his  spelle.  Vor 
J)et  ich  ssel  maky  ziker  :  icli  ne  ssel  na3t  dra3e  to 
wytnesse  /  bote  J)ane  he3e  zoJ).  J)et  is  god  J)et  al  wot. 
na3t  Jje  clene  ssepjjes  /  Jjet  ne  byej)  bote  ydelnesse.  And 
hua/me  ich  his  zuerye  be  J303te  :  ich  here  ham  ane 
worjjssippe  /  J)et  ich  ssolde  here  to  god  onlepi.  Ac 
hxianne  me  zuerej)  be  Jje  *  godspelle  :  me  zuerej)  be  him  / 
fet  J)e  wordes  byeJ)  /  and  byeJ)  ywryte.  And  hua?ine  me 
zuerej)  be  J)e  holy  relikes  /  and  be  J)e  hal3en  of  paradis  : 
me  zuerej)  be  ham  /  and  be  god  J)et  ine  ham  wonej). 
Efterward  huawne  me  zuerej)  vileynliche  by  god  /  and 
by  his  hal3en.  ine  J)ise  zenne  /  byeJ)  J)e  cristene  worse  / 
J)anne  J)e  sarasyn.  J)et  nolden  zuerie  ine  none  manere  / 
ne  nolden  J)olye  /  pet  me  zuore  beuore  ham  /  zuo  vileyn- 
lyche  /  be  lesu  crist :  ase  doj)  J)e  cristene.  Hi  byeJ) 
more  worse  J)a?zne  J)e  gycAves  :  J)et  hine  dede  a-rode.  Hy 
ne  breken  non  of  his  buones.  Ac  J)ise  him  tobrekej) 
smaller  :  Ipanne  me  dej)  J)et  zuyn  ine  bocherie.  j)ise  ne 
uorberej)  na3t  oure  Iheuedi.  and  J)ise  his  tobrekej)  more 
vileynlaker :  and  hire  /  and  Jje  ojjre  hal3en  /  J)et  hit  is 
wonder  :  hou  J)e  cristendom  hit  J)oleJ).  Efterward 
hua/ine  me  zuerej)  ualsliche.  oJ)er  hua/me  me  berj)  ualse 
^  It  may  be  read  ]po 
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wytnesse.    o'per   me   zuerej?  uals    /   wytindelyclie.  ine  7.  False  swearing 

and  false  witness- 

huyche  manyere  /  ])et  me  ziiere]?  ojjer  openliche  /  opev  ing. 

stilleliche  be  art  /  ojjer  be  sophistr/e.     Vor  ase  jje  ri^te 

wrytes  ziggef  /  god  jjet  louejj   Mueknesse  /  and  zo]?-  God  loves  meek- 

/  T  .  ,  ^  ,    ,  ,    ;        1  n  ness  and  truth. 

nesse  /  yne  ziiyche  wytte  onderuangp  pane  o])  /  and  onder- 
stant  fet  word  :  ase  lie  hit  onderstant  /  ])et  ne  ])eng]? 
na^t  bote  gnod.  and  Jjet  muekliche  /  and  wyjj-oute  stryf 
hit  onderstant. 

Mochel  is  grat  godes  myldenesse.   hiia^zne  znyche  Great  is  God's 
men  fet  zuerie])  of  J?  inge  fet  hi  wytejj  wel :    ]?et  ne  is  men  swear 
na3t  zof».  ofer  behote])  |)ing  :  fet  hi  nele  *  na3t  healde.    ^  ^[fwozzej? .?] 
]?et   J?e   dyeuel   hi??^   ne   astrangle]?    hastelyche.      Yor  For  when  one 

says,  "  So  God  me 

nua7?.ne  he  zayp  :    zuo  god  me  helpe.      oper  zuo  god  me  help,"  and  if  he  iie 
loky.     and  he  lye3e :  he  de])  hi?7^  out  of  J?e  helpe  /  out^of  tile  pail^of 
and  of  lokynge  of  god.   noii  ssolde  he  be  ri3te  /  lyese  ^°^  ^  mercy- 
wyt  /  and  onderstondi/zge  /  and  body,  and  guodes.  and 
zaule  /  and  al  Jjet  he  halt  of  gode. 

j)G  laste  bo3  of  ))ise  zewne  is  :  huawne  man  agelt  his  The  last  bough  of 
treufe  /  and  fet  he  he])  behote  ^  /  and  y-granted.    oj^er  mansinneth 
be  his  treuj^e.  of»er  be  his  ofe.      Vor  trenlpe  yloje  /  and  S  against  Ms 
op  ybroke  :  is  ase  hit  were  al  on.  "  ""  p  ms.  bohote] 

Cheaste.  ^t"fe. 

Saynt  augustin  zayji.  jjet  nojjing  zuo  moche  ne  ys  strife  is  like  the 

devil's  deeds 

ylych  to  f  e  dyeules  dedes  :  ase  cheaste.     ])es  ^  meyster  saith  Augustine. 
huer-of  ne  is  non  drede  :    pay))  moche  fe  dyeule  /  and 
na3t  ne  pay]?  god.  fet  ne  louej?  bote  pays  /  and  onynge. 

)?es  bo3  him  to-del])  ine  .vij.  o]?re  bo3es.    Huer-of  J?e  There  are  seven 
uerste    is :    strif.      \)e  ober  /  chidinge.       pe  bridde  /  i-  strife. 

2.  Chiding. 

missigginge.      ])q  uerjje  /  godelinge.      j)e  uifte  /  atwyt-  3.  Evii  speaking. 

,  4.  Slandering. 

inge.     ])Q  zixte  /  freapninge.      pe  zeuewde  /  vnonynge  5.  Reproaching. 

TT  *         T  1  •   ,     1  /I  6.  Threatening. 

arere.       Huanne  pe  dyeuel  yzi3]}  lone  /  and    onynge  7.  Discord, 
amang  uolke  :  moche  hit  him  uor>ing)).    and  uor  ham  Se%tlee?oTe"'' 
maki  vnonynge  :  he  makej)  blefeliche  his  mi3te  ham  ^^^  concord 
uor  to  do  striui.     And  be    dyeuel  beginb  bet   uer  of  he  tries  to  raise 

strife, 

3  It  is  not  clear  whether  \}es  or  \)is  is  the  MS.  reading. 
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whicli  is  followed 
by  noise,  as  when 
one  says  to  the 
other,  "  So  It  is," 
"It  is  not  so," 
"  So  it  was," 
"  It  WU8  not  so." 


2.  Chiding  is 
lying  one  against 
another. 

[Fol.  19.  b.] 

S.  An  evil  speaker 
has  a  tongue 
sharper  than  a 
razor. 

He  is  like  the 
thorn-hog (hedge- 
hog), with  its 
pricking  awls  cast 
out  right  and  left. 

He  is  like  a  fierce 
dog  that  barks 
and  bites  at  every 
body. 

4.  Slandering. 


Slanderers  are 
accursed. 


Their  mouth  is  as 
the  weight  that 
falleth  into  hot 
water,  scalding  all 
around. 

6.  Reproaching  a 
man  for  his  sins, 
follies,  poverty, 
poor  kin,  &c. 


6.  Threatening  is 
the  beginning  of 
wars. 


Above  all  the  sins 
already  named,  is 
the  sin  of  those 
who  by  their  evil 


tyono  /  and  eu(;l  wyl  uor  to  becleppe.  ))anne  ofter  ))ot 
strif  /  and  Jjc  cheasto  :  com))  fe  noysc  /  and  fe  cheaste. 
Al  /  alsuo  liuawne  jne  aly3t  Jjet  uer :  Ihapj?  J)et  sinech 
efter  jje  layt.  Stryf  /  and  cheaste  /  and  hua/me  J?e 
on  zayj)  to  J?e  ofren  :  *  zuo  hit  is.'  *ziio  hit  ne  is.'  *zuo 
hit  wes '  /  *zuo  hit  nes.' 

Chidinge  is  :  hua7me  eyder  lyexne]?  ojjren  /  ojjer- 
greato  wordes.  Efter  fan  come]?  )?e  myssigginges.  ]?et 
is  huawne  Jje  on  peynej?  Jjawnofren  /  and  zigge])  fe 
greate  felonyes.  Vor  fer  is  a  feloun  fet  he))  ]>e  tonge 
more  keruinde  :  ))arme  rasour.  'more  zuyfter  /  fanne 
arwe  ulyinde.  and  more  boryinde  :  ))a?ine  zouteres  eles. 
zuyche  men  bye))  anlykned  to  fe  ))orn-hog.  J)et  ys  al 
ywry^e  myd  prikyinde  eles.  and  hit  is  to  moche  fel  / 
and  zone  hit  is  wrof.  And  ))a?ine  hit  is  of-tyened  :  he 
kest  out  his  eles  of  his  bodye  :  ari^thalf  /  and  a  lefthalf. 
Alsuo  he  is  anlikned  to  fe  felle  dogge.  fet  byt  /  and 
beberkf  alle  fo  fet  he  may. 

Efterward  come)?  ))e  godelinges.  ])et  is  hua7?ne  fe 
on  godele))  ])a?zne  o)?rene.  And  fet  is  zuo  grat  zenne  /  fet 
fe  wrytynge  zayj*  :  Jjet  huo  fet  godele])  his  emc?'isten  : 
he  ys  acorsed  of  god.  And  saynte  paul  zayf.  fet  zuych 
uolk  ne  mo^e  habbe  godes  ryche.  And  Salomon  zayf. 
jjet  hare  mou))  is :  ase  Jie  wy3te  Ipet  ual])  ine  hot  weter. 
fet  kest  hyer  /  and  fer :  and  scoldef  alle  fo  fet  bye]? 
fer  aboute. 

Efterjjan  come])  fe  wyfnymynges  /  fet  byet  yet 
more  gratter  zenne.  Ynmnne  me  atwyt  ane  man  /  o])er 
his  ze?2nes  /  o])er  his  folies  /  ofer  his  pouerte  /  ojjer  his 
poure  ken  /  ofier  o])re  lac  '  pet  is  ine  him. 

Efterward  zuo  come])  pe  freapnynges  /  and  beginnej) 
fe  medles  /  and  fe  werres.  Ac  aboue  alle  fise  ze?^nes 
fet  we  habbe])  hyer  ynemned  :  pasef  pe  zenne  [of] 
ham  /  pet  be  hare  kueade  tonge  /  sostyene])  /  and 
arere])  Jie  strifs  /  and  pe  euele  wylles  /  betuene  ham 
^  defaute  has  been  erased  in  the  MS. 


OF    THE    SIN    OP    MURMURING. 


Jjet  bye]?  iiryencles  togidere,  and  Jjo  ))et  miswendef  ])et  tongue  arear  and 
pays,  and  jje  onynges.     God  hatef  inoche  zuych  nolk  e^u  wju. 
and  zuo  zayjj  fe  writinge. 

.     Of    GROCHINGE,    bET    is    of    him   bET    NE    DAR   NA2T        Of  grudging  or 
J  i'  J  murmuring, 

ANSUERIE. 

Ofte  we  hit  yzef  come  /  ]?et  j)e  ilke  f  et  ne  dar  an^  notTe  mninded 
siierye  /  ne  chide,  bet  he  beo-inb  to  grochi  betuene  his  of  their  faults 

•^      '  '  o      r  o  without  grudging 

tejj.  and  grunny.     Vor  efter  fe  chyaste  :  we  zettej)  fe  and  grunting, 

ze?2ne  of  grochinge.     Hon  grat  is  j?e  zejine  :  ous  esewe]? 

wel  fe  wreche  fet  god  kan  nyme.    ase  recordef  holi 

wryt.     Vor  bise  zenne  I  onleak  be  erbe  /  and  uorzuah  For  this  sin  un. 

•^  '^  '  ^  .       ,  locked  the  earth 

datan  and  abyron.  and  villen  doun  al  kuic  in-to  helle.  and  swallowed 

Dathan  and 

An  uor  Jjo  zewne  /  zente  god  a  uer  /  fet  uorbernde  kore  :  AWram. 

and  alle  his  uela3es.     CC.L.  of  ]?e  gretteste  of  godes  ost 

ine  desert.  Vor  be  ilke  ze/zne  uorlore  be  yewes  bet  land  ^^"^  ^^^^  ^^"  t^® 

^  .       Jews  lost  the  land 

of  beheste  /  fiet  god  ham  hedde  behote.  zuo  bet  of  zix  of  Promise, 

so  that  out  of 

.C.  ]?ousond  /  J?et  god  hedde  ykest/  out  of  ))e  preldome  the  six  hundred 
of  ]?e  kinges  of  egipte.  and  ])et  he  hedde  yloked  :  uourti  came  out  of 
year  ine  desert  /  myd  fe  manne  of  heuene.  ne  yede  in-    ^^^  ' 
to  be  holy  londe  /  bote  tuo  /  wyboute  mo.   bet  hetten  o^^y  t^^o  (Caieb 

-^  "^  '  .  .  .  and  Joshua)  lived 

calef :  and  losue.  ac  alle  hi  storuen  in  zor3e  :  ine  J?e  to  enter  Canaan, 
desert. 

i^'  itx  ^  T^f  •  1       This  sin  hath  two 

pis  ze?zne  he]?  tuaye  bo^es.      v  or  fe  on  :  is  grouch-  ^     -^^ .  j  ^yr- 
inge  aye  eod.  and  be  obre  aye  man  ref;jne]?.     )?is  ze?zne  ^^^'^^s  agamst 

'=>        'J      o  r        r  tJ  n      r         *  G^tj,    2.  Murmur- 

is  ine  uele  maneres  /  ase  ine  sergons  aye  hire  Ihordinges.  ing  against  man. 

This  sin  is  Been 

ine  wyfme?z :  aye  hare  leuedis.  and  ine  children  /  aye  in  many  ways, 

in  servants 

hare  uaderes  /  and  hare  modren.     ine  poure :  aye  J?e  against  their 

TYifistfirs  woihgh 

riche.  and  }3e  jjrelles :  aye  ])e  kny^tes.     Ine  leawede  :  against  their 
aye  Jje  clerkes  /  and  aye  ]?e  prelas.  and  fe  cloystrers  :  a^alnsuilek" 
aye  fe  ahbottee.  and  Jje  przours  :  and  hire  officials  /  ase  Parents,  &c. 
subpnor.  and  J? e  ofre.  And  wext  }?e  grochinges  ine  alle       ^^^^-  ^^-  *-^ 
zuyche  persones  :  ober  of  onbojsar/messe  uor  ban  bet  me  This  is  the  result 

,  .  .  of  disobedience, 

is  to  hard  ine  hestes.  ofer  ine  sleaujie  /  uor  Jiet  me  is  to  sioth,  or  impa- 
sleuuol.    ojjer  of  inpacience  /  uor  J)et  me  ne  dej?  na3t 
alle  Jje  A^ylles.  o]?er  of  enuie.  oJ?er  of  felonie.  uor  f  et 
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Man  desires  to  be 
God's  master,  and 
it  lie  has  not  his 
will,  he  rnunnurs 
against  II im, 
and  singeth  the 
devil's  bong.  , 

The  Holy  Ghost 
maketh  hischosen 
sing  of  the  sweet 
songs  of  heaven. 

The  devil  maketh 
his  disciples  sing 
the  song  of  hell, 
i.e.,  grudging. 


They  murmur 
against  God  for 
every  adversity 
that  befalls  them. 


What  wonder  is 
it,  if  God  take 
vengeance  upon 
sucli  folk ! 


Of  opposition 
(rebellious  con- 
duct). 

Withstanding  is 
worse  than  grudg- 
ing. 

This  sin  is  seen  in 
those  who  will 
bow  to  none. 


whose  hearts  are 
rebellious  to  God 
and  man. 

This  sin  hath 
four  boughs, 
that  appear  in  the 
rebellious. 


1110  auoncoj)  more  fe  on  :    farnie  jje  o))re.  and  manye 
oJ)ro  kueade  roten. 

Grocliinge  aye  god  hej)  yet  nou  yno3  mo  enchey- 
souns.  Vor  man  jjet  heJ)  uorlore  g?-ace  /  and  ))olemod- 
nesse  :  he  wyle  Ly  mayster  ope  god.  zuo  /  ]>et  /  al  god 
dej)  ine  erj?e  :  bote  yef  he  hit  ne  do  al  to  his  wylle :  an 
haste  he  grochej?  aye  god.  and  zyngf  fet  pater  noster. 
to  tokne.  Yorzo|5e  ac  fe  dyeules  zang.  Vor  ase  fe  holi 
gost  tekj).  and  makef  his  ychosene  zinge  ine  hare  herten 
J)e  zuete  zonges  of  heuene.  Jiet  is  of  fe  g?'aces  of  al  Jjet 
he  deJ?.  and  of  al  pet  he  us  zent.  Alsuo  pe  kueade  gost 
make)j  his  deciples  zinge  J3a?2nc  zang  of  helle.  jjet  is 
grochinge.  ]?et  eure  ssel  yleste  ine  helle.  in  al  J?et  god 
de])  /  bote  hit  by  al  to  hire  wylle.  Yorzope  mochel  is 
zuych  a  man  fol  /  ant  out  of  his  wyte  /  pet  wyle  pet  me 
him  yelde  scele  /  of  al  pet  he  hep  ydo  /  yef  me  hi?>i  zent  / 
aduersete.  pouerte.  ziknesse.  dyere  time.  rayn.  dru3pe. 
yef  me  yefp  him  /  and  benymp  hit  opren.  bote  yef  hit . 
ne  by  do  al  to  his  wylle  :  he  him  niymp  anhaste  to 
grochi  aye  god  /  and  him  euele  ponkep.  huet  wonder  is 
hit  /  pa^  god  him  a^vrekp  of  zuyche  uolke  /  pet  Avyllep 
him  benyme  his  Ihordssip  /  and  his  wyshede. 

Of  wyJpstondynge. 

Kvead  ping  is  grochinge  :  ac  more  is  wors  /  wyp- 
stondinge.  wypstondynge  is  a  zeiine  /  pet  comp  of  pe 
herte  pet  is  rebel  /  and  hard  /  and  rebours  /  and  dyuers. 
pet  alneway  wyle  pet  his  wyl  by  do  /  and  his  zyggiTzge 
by  yhyalde.  pet  Avyle  /  pet  alle  pe  opre  /  bou^e  to  him. 
and  he  ne  bou3e  to  nonen.  pis  is  pe  harde  herte  : 
huer-of  Salomon  zayp.  pet  he  ne  may  na^t  fayly  :  of 
kued  ende.  And  ase  per  is  grochinge  aye  god.  and  aye 
man  :  alsuo  is  zuych  herte  rebel  to  god  /  and  to  man. 

j^is  zenne  hep  vour  bo3es.  Yor  zuyche  herten  byep 
rebours  /  and  rebels  /  red  /  to  leue.  to  done  godes  heste. 
chastinge  polye,   and  techinge   onderuonge.     Yef  enye 
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of  hare  uryendes  ha??^  wylle]?  rede,    and    liare    urenie  i.  They  rebel 

against  the  advice 

ssewy.  na^t  ham  nolle]?  yhere.  ra]?re  nor  Ipet  hi  habbe]?  offrionds. 
yspeke.  hi  do]?  Ipe  more  ble]7elaker  Jie  contrarye.    To  ]?e  2.  They  are  rebei- 
rede  of  oure  Ihorde :  ofte  hi  bye]?  rebel  /  yef  me  ham  chris?^^"^ 
ret  ]jing :  Jjet  by  to  helj)e  to  hire  zaules.    ne  nojjyng 
nolle]?  do  /  er]jan  me  gabbe]?  of  ham.     And  ]?os   hy  3.  They  are  rebels 

against  the  be- 

bye]?  rebels  /  to  ]?e  heste  of  oure  Ihorde  /  to  huam  hi  hestsofourLord. 
bye]?  yhyealde.  and  zuo  moche  ham  zet  beuore  }?e  dyeuel 
of  toknen.  o]?er  of  fyeblesse.  o]?er  of  elde.  o]?er  of  je^e])e. 
o]?er  of  o]?re  kueade  sceles.  ]?et  alast  :  hi  ne  do}?  na3t. 
Efterward  hua?^ne  me  his  chaste]?  /  and  wyljnym]?.  hi  '^'^^^  excuse 

'    '  J  r    J      r  themselves  when- 

ham  defende]?  ase  ]?e  bor  /  zuo  ]?et  hare  folyes  ne  be-  ever  corrected. 

knawe]?.  and  ]?e  more  ]?et  hi  ham  excuse}? :  }?e  more  wext 

}?e  ze?^ne.     And  zuo  hit  is  huawne  god  his  beat  /  and  -y^j^^^  ^^^  ^-^^^^^ 

chaste]?,  and  maugre  hy  wyte]?.  and  zygge}?  ofte.  on]?ank  ^"^^^  ^^^  beateth 

fan  :  and  }?e  ofren  /  *  huet  wyle  god  me  do.  huet  habe  ^^'^^  against  Him. 

ich  him  misdo  1 '     )pos  de]?  ]?e  fol,  and  J?et  \i\m  ssolde 

by  triacle  :  to  him  went  in  to  uenym.  and  ]?e  medecine  : 
*;  J  r  ^Yo\.  20.  b.] 

him  yef}?  ]7ane  dya}?.     Efterward  }?er  bye]?  zome  of  zuo  4.  They  listen  to 
diners  wyt  /  }?et  none  guode  techinge  ne  onderuonge}?.  but^foUow^'their^' 
ak  alneway  werye}?  hare  sentense  huet  }?et  hit  by.   zuo  ?au"i,^Jo'5ror*^  ^° 
}?et  ofte  hi  ualle]?  ine  errour.  and  ine  ualse  opinions,  and 
ine  eresye.  and  ine  euele  byleaue. 

Of    BLASFEMYES.  Of  blasphemy. 

Blasfemyes  is  ase  zayb  saynt  austin.  ober  hua^me  i^iasphemy  is  to 

"^  J  r         ^  r  believe  or  say  of 

me  ylefb  and  zayb  of  god  }?ing  :  }?et  me  ne  ssel  yleue  /  ood  what  one  does 

not  or  should  not 

ne  healde.  ofer  me  ne  leff  na3t  fet  me  ssolde  yleue.  Ac  believe. 
speciallyche  we  clepief  hyer   blasfemye  :    hua?zne   me  specially  is  this 

„  ■■/  ipi-11  r>      1  ^^^  ^"  those  who 

missay]?  01  god  /  a72d  01  his  hal3en.  o]?er  of  the  sacre-  speak  evii  of  God, 
mens  of  holy  cherche.       )?is   ze^ine  ys  ydo    ine   uele  faiaments""" 
maneres.   0]?er  hua/zne  me  hit  zayf  be  ]?03te.  ase  do}?  }?e  unbeif  Tt^^  ^"*^ 
bougres  /  and  }?e  mysbyleuinde.     0}?er  me  hit  zay]?  uor 
couaytise  to  wynne.  ase  do]?  }?ise  charmeres  /  and  }?ise 
wyche?2.     0]?er  hua?2ne  me  hit  zay}?  be  tyene  /  and  be      , .    , 
despit    ase  do}?    }?ise    playeres  /  fet    zuo    uyleynliche  who  wickedly 
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FOU    TO    LKAUN    TO    DIK. 


break  Chrlst'a 
bixly. 


These  folk  are  like 
mad  houiula,  tliat 
bite  and  know  not 
their  lord. 


This  sin  God  has 
declared  shall  not 
be  forgiven. 


OfthelOsinsof 
the  tongue, 
the  Ist  is  idleness 
and  the  last  blas- 
phemy ; 

the  beginning  is 
folly,  the  end 
error. 

Here  end  the 
Beven  deadly  sins. 

No  man  can  keep 
himself  quit  of 
them  unless  he 
know  them. 


Of  those  sins  that 
he  hath  not  com- 
mitted, let  him 
thank  God  for  pre- 
serving hiui  from 
them. 

Tot  to  loam  to 

die. 

Learn  to  die,  so  as 

to  be  able  to  live. 

INotc  ivel  \>er)%e 

eapitele.} 

He  is  a  wretch 

Who  cannot  live 

hor  dare  die. 


Tliis  life  is  but 
death,  for  death  is 
a  separation. 


tobreke))  lesii  cristes  body,  and  ziio  uileynliche  mis- 
siggej)  of  god  an  of  his  blLssede  moder  /  jjet  liit  i.s 
dreduol  and  zor^e  to  hyerc  /  and  Iheste.  j)me  bye))  aso 
wode  houndes  /  fet  bitej)  and  no  knawe))  na^t  liaro 
Ihord.  ))is  zerine  is  zuo  grat :  J?et  god  his  awrekj)  ojjer- 
huyl  aperteliche  ase  we  habbej)  yzed  beiiore  /  Jjo  wo 
spoke  of  Aryckede  iiolke.  Of  J)ise  zenne  zayj)  god  ine 
his  spelle  /  fct  hit  no  ssel  by  uoryeue :  ne  ine  pise 
wordle  ne  ine  ])e  o])re. 

'Now  we  habbej)  ytald  ten  manere  zermes  of  J)e  tonge. 
IftamiQ  is  fe  uerste  :  ydelnesse.  and  fe  laste  :  blasfemie 
and  be  cas  hit  is  pet  Salomon  zayp.  pet  pe  beginnynge 
of  pe  kueade  tonge :  is  folio,  and  pe  ende :  to  kuead 
errour. 

Hyer  endep  pe  zone  dyadliche  zewnes  /and  alle  hire 
bo^es.  and  huo  pet  wel  hi???,  stude  dep  ^  ine  pise  boc  ;  he 
my^te  moche  p?'ofiti  /  and  lyerny  /  and  knawe  eche 
manyere  of  ze??iie  /  and  hi??i-zelue  Avel  ssryue.  Yor  non 
ne  may  hi?n  wel  ssriue  /  ne  lii??z  loki  uram  ze??ne  :  bote 
he  his  ne  knawe.  Nou  ssol  parine  pe  ilke  /  pet  ine  pise 
boc  ret.  yzy  diligentliche  to  by  yssriue.  and  hini  loky 
be  his  my^te.  Of  opre  ze?ines  pet  he  ne  is  na3t  gelti : 
he  ssel  herye  god  and  hi??z  bo3samliche  ponky.  pet  hi??^ 
hep  ylokcd. 

VoR   TO   LYERNY   STERUE. 

Onneape  sterf  /  pet  ylyerned  ne  hep.  Lyerne  to 
sterue  :  pa?ine  sselt  pou  conne  libbe.  Vor  non  wel 
libbe  ne  ssel  conne  :  pet  to  sterue  ylyerned  ne  hep. 
And  pe  ilke  ary^t  is  ycleped  wrechche  :  pet  ne  can 
lybbe  /  ne  ne  dar  sterue. 

Yef  pou  wylt  libbe  vriliche.  lyerne  to  sterue  gled- 
liche.  Yef  pou  me  zayst  /  hou  me  hit  ssel  lyerny  :  ich 
hit  wyle  pe  zigge  an  haste.  )pou  sselt  ywyte  pet  pis 
lyf :  ne  is  bote  dyap.  Vor  dyap  is  a  wendinge.  and  pet 
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WE    ARE    EVER    DYING. 
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ech  wot.  and  jjeriiore  me  zayj)  of  ane  nia?ine  hua/zne  he 
sterfj)  :  he  went.  And  hua/tne  he  is  dyad  :  he  is  ywent. 
]?is  lyf  alsuo  ne  is  bote  a  wendynge.  uor  zope  /  nor  zo]?e  : 
a  wendinge  wel  ssort.  Vor  al  Jjet  lyf  of  ane  ma/ine  /  J^a^  ah  the  life  of  a 

iii/ii      man,  although  he 

he  leuede  a    jjousond  year  :  jjet    ne  ssoide  by  /    bote  lived  a  thousand 

onlepy  prikke  :  to  ]?e  zy3])e  /  of  fe  ojjre  lyiie  /  ])et  eure  pXt'compa^d  to 

wyfoute   ende   ssel   yleste.    oj^er  ine  zor3e  :    ofer  ine  t^^hfe  without 
bhsse  /  wy]3oute  endynge.  ^p^,,_  21.  a.] 

)?is  ous  wytnesset  wel  pe  kyng.  ])e  erl.  fe  prince.  ])e  This  bear  us 

emperour.  fet  fe  blysse  of  ])e  wordle  :  hedden  zomtyme.  earis,  princes,  &c. , 

nou  ine  helle  :  wepej)  /  and  grede]?.  yellej)/  and  zor^ef.  biissinthewoi-id, 

t    \        n  1         1     •  1  1       •  but  now  weep,  cry, 

'  A.  alias  :    huet  is  ous  worj)  oure  pouer.  worfssippe.   ^j^^j  yg^  j,^  J^^^ 
noblesse,  richesse.  blisse.  and  host,    al  hit  ys  ywent  /  L^lx^^f"Xhf^^''^ 
wel  rajjre  jJa?^ne  ssed  :   o])er  uo^el  ulyinde.  ojjer  quarel  say,  "ourbiiss  is 
of  arblaste.     And  bous  geb  al  oure  lyf.     Nou  we  were  shadow, 

we  were  born,  and 

ybore  :  and  an  haste  dyad,  ne  al  oure  lyf :  nes  na3t  bote  died  in  haste ; 

a  lyte  prikke.  nou  we  byef   ine  zor^e  wy]?-oute  ende. 

Oure  blisse  /  is  ywent  in-to  wop.  oure  karoles :  into  our  bUss  is  turn- 

,        ,  ,  ,       .  .  ,       , ,      ed  into  weeping, 

zor^e.  gerio?iaes.   robes,   piaymges.  niessmges.   and  aiie  and  our  carols 
guodes  bye])  ous  yfayled.'     Zuyche  bye]?  ]?o  zonges  of  sucYarrthe 
helle.  ase  pe  writinge  ous  telf.   ous  uor  to  ssewy :  fet  ^^'"ssof^^®^^- 
))is  lyf  /  ne  is  bote  a  wendynge  :  wel  ssort.    and  fis 
wordle  :   ne  is  bote  wendynge.  and  libbe  ne  is  bote  ^  a      [>  ms.  boto'] 
wendynge.     jpa^^ne  ne  is  libbe  :   bote  sterue.  and  bet  is  To  live  is  but  to 

die. 

zof  /  ase  pater  noster.   Vor  hua?ine  Ipoii  begonne  libbe  :  when  we  begin 

i,,n  iTi'Ti  TT*°  '^^'^'  ^^®  begin 

annaste  pou  begonne  to  sterue.   And  al  fiii  elde.  and  al  to  die. 

fine  time  /  fet  ys  yguo  :   fe  dyaf  fe  hef  ywonne :  and 

halt.     ])ovL  zayst  fet  fou  hest  zixti  year,    be  dyab  hise  we  say  we  have 

sixty  years,  but 

he]?,  and  neuremo  his  nele  ]?e  yelde.     Jperuore  is  ]?et  death  has  and 

,       o  nni  4T  Ti  -1  will  never  yield 

wyt  01   pe  wordle  lolye.      And  fe  clerk  zymde  :    ne  them. 
yzy^])  na3t.  Day  and  ni3t  /  make])  0  fing.  and  pe  more  J?et 
hit  makej) :  fie  lesse  zuo  knawep.  alneway  steruep  :  and 
hi  ne  conne  sterue.     Vor  day  /  and  ny3t :  fou  sterfst  / 
as  ich  Jje  habbe  yzed. 

Yet  eft  ine  opre  manere  /  ich  pe  teche  pise  clergie. 
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DEATH    I'AIITS    SOUL    AND    BODY. 


Death  ih  a  separ- 
ation uf  the  soul 
and  body. 


Caton  the  Wise 
tells  us  to  separate 
the  gliost  from 
the  body ; 
often  so  did  tlie 
old  philosophers, 
who  had  no  grace 
nor  belief  of 
Christ. 


Holy  men  have 
escaped  two 
deaths. 
iNote  wel  jjrt 
dya\>es.] 
'I'here  is  a  death 
to  sin  and  a  death 
to  the  world. 
The  third  death  is 
the  separation  of 
the  soul  from  the 
body. 

A  little  wall 
separates  them 
from  Paradise. 
Their  thoughts 
ai'e  in  heaven, 
and  they  hate  this 
life  and  desire 
death. 


[Huet  is  dya\}.] 
Death  to  good 
men  is  end  of  all 
evils  and  com- 
mencement of 
every  blessing. 


The  wise  of  this 
world  are  fools 
and  blind. 


for  they  call  death 
life,  and  death 
they  call  the  end. 
[Fol.  21.  b] 


If  thou  wilt  know 


))et  Jjou  conno  wel  libbe  :  and  wel  sterue.  Nou  yliyer  : 
and  onderstand.  fe  dyajj  ne  is  Lot  a  todelinge  of  jjo 
zaule :  and  of  ))e  bodye.  and  fot  ech  wel  wot.  Xou  oua 
tekj)  J)e  wyse  catoun.  '  Lyerne  we'  zayf  he  *  to  sterue. 
todele  we  Jjane  gost  of  ]je  bodie  ofte.'  fet  deden  fe  meste 
wyse  of  Jjise  philosoplies  J?et  J)is  lif  zuo  moche  hateden  / 
and  ]je  wordle :  zuo  moclie  onworjjede.  and  zuo  moche 
wylnede  lyf  na^t  dyeadlich.  ]>et  hi  westen  be  hare 
wylle.  ac  hit  nes  ham  na3t  ^voY]).  Vor  hi  ne  hedden 
no7i  grace  /  ne  Jje  beleaue  of  iesu  crist.  Ac  J?e  holy  men 
fet  louiej)  god  /  and  yleuej)  /  fet  of  )?ri  dyeafes  /  habbe]) 
j)e  tuay  ypased.  Vor  fer  is  dyaj)  to  zewne  :  and  dyad 
to  ]je  wordle.  Nou  abyde]?  fane  fridde  dyoaj).  fet  is  Jje 
todi3tinge  of  fe  zaule  :  and  of  ])e  bodie.  Betuene  ham 
and  paradys  ne  is  bote  a  lyte  W03  /  fet  hy  ageltef  be 
]?enchinge  /  and  be  wylnynge.  and  yef  ]?et  bodi  is  of  fis 
half :  ])e  herte  /  and  fe  gost :  is  of  oferhalf.  pei  hy 
habbe  J)  hyre  bleuinge  /  as  zayf  saynte  paul.  hire  solas, 
hire  blisse.  and  hire  confort.  and  alle  hire  lostes.  and 
feruore  :  hy  hatyef  J)is  lyf :  f et  ne  is  bote  dya]?.  and 
\rydneJ7  fane  dyajj  bodylich.  Yor  fet  is  damezele  bere- 
blisse  /  fet  f e  dyaj?  /  fet  alle  fe  hal^en  corounej?  /  and 
do]?  [zettejj]  in  to  blisse. 

DyaJ)  is  to  guodemen  :  ende  of  alle  kueade.  and 
gate  /  and  inguoynge  :  of  alle  guode.  DyaJ?  is  f e 
stream  :  fet  todelj)  /  dyaj)  /  and  lyf.  Dyaf  /  is  of  Jjis 
half,  lif  /  of  ojjre  half.  Ac  fe  wyse  of  fise  wordle  fet 
of  pis  half  fe  streme  yzyep  zuo  bri3te :  of  oferhalf  hi 
na3t  ne  yzej?.  an  peruore  his  clepej?  J?e  writinge  :  foles  / 
and  yblent.  Yor  feme  dyaf  :  hi  clepiej?  lyf.  And 
fane  dyaf  /  f et  is  to  f e  guoden  /  beginnynge  of  liue  : 
hi  hit  clepief  /  fan  ende.  And  f eruore  hy  hatyef  zuo 
moche  fane  dyaf.  Yor  hi  nytef  huet  hit  is.  ne  of 
of  erhalf  f  e  streame  ne  habbef  na3t  ybleued.  and  na3t 
ne  wot :  f  et  out  ne  gef . 

Jpawne  yef  f  ou  wylt  ywyte  huet  is  guod  /  and  huet  is 
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kuead  :  guo  out  of  bi  zelue.  guo  out  of  be  wordle.  Kerne  what  is  good  and 

M^hat  is  evil,  go 

to  sterue.  todel  Ipine  zaule  uram  Jje  bodye  be  po^te.  zend  out  of  thyself, 

.  .  .  divide  thy  soul 

jjine  nerte  m-to  j?e  o]?re  wordle:  ])et  is  to  neuene.  uito  from  the  body,  and 
lielle  /  in-to  purgatorie.  Iper  ]jou  sselt^  yzy  :  huet  isguod  into  the^oti°e'r^  ^^^ 
and  huet  is  kuead.     Ine  helle  J}ou  ssel[t]  yzi  mo  zor3es :  ^en^ heu^mid'^pur- 
f  a?me  me  mo^e  deuisy.     Ine  pz^rgatorie  /  mo  tormens  ^^^'^^'y- 
J7a?^ne  me  mo^e  f  olye.     Ine  paradys  /  more  blisse  ])a?zne 
me  mo3e  wylny.     Helle  be  ssel  teche  /  liou  god  awrekb  Heii  shall  teach 

thee  how  God 

dyadlycli   ze?me.       Purgatorie  :  fe    ssel   seawy   /  hou  avenges  deadly 
god  clenze])  veniel  ze??-ne.     Ine  heuene  ]?ou  sselt  yzy  purgatory  shaii 
openliche   /   hou   u^-Vtues    /  and   guode   dedes :    hje])  venM  s^n  iT^ 
he3Hche  yolde.     Ine  Jjis  fri  Jjinges  :  is  al  f et  is  nyed  Jjf  hZJn  tho« 
wel   to   wytene   hou   me  ssel  co/ine  libbe  /  and   wel  s^ait  see  how  good 

•^  '  deeds  are  re- 

Sterue.  warded. 

Nou  loke  eftzone  a  lyte  /  and  ne  tyene  fe  na3t  /  to  Forget  thy  body 

f ise  fri  finges.   uor]?et   J)ou   lyernest  to  hatye  ze?zne.  to  ifeu  in'^t'hy^iife- 

Voryet  ]>i  body  /  ones  a  day.  guo  in-to  helle  ine  ]>me  t:it:toT::iT 

libbinde :  bet  bou  ne  quo  I  ine  bine  steruinge.     bis  deb  ^l*^*^^- 

ft  ^        I  r  tD  J*  y    [pe  pines  0/ helle.] 

ofte  pe  holi  man  /  and  ])e  wyse.     j^er  jjou  sselt  yzy  :  al  There  shait  thou 

see  the  absence  of 

fet  nerte  hatej?.  and  bevly3f>.  and  deiaute  of  alle  guode.  aii  that  is  good, 

yno3  of  alle  kueade.  ver  bernynde.  brenston  stinkinde.  evil  Tburning  fire, 

te??zpeste  brayinde.  voule  dyeulen.  honger.   and  forst :  stone"fou/d™'iis 

bet   me   ne  may   na^t   stonchi.    dyuerse    pines  /   and  ^^""ser,  thirst, 

•*  J  ?  J  r  I  pains,  weeping, 

wepinges.  and  zor3es :  mo  pa?zne  herte  mo^e  Jienche  /  ^^^  sorrow. 
ne  tonge  telle,  and  eure  ssel  yleste  wy])-oute  ende.  And  wherefore  tins 

sorrow  is  called 

jjeruore  is  ])e  like  zor3e  wel  ycleped  :  dyaj?   wyf-oute  death  withoutend. 
ende.     And  hua^zne  Jiou  yzixt  jjet  hit  behouef  zuo  dyere 
abegge  onlepy  dyadlich  zewne :  Jje  woldest  jje  rajjre  lete 
be  vla3e  quik.  ])a?zne  fou  dorstest  /  to  onelepi  dyadliche 
ze?2ne  co?zsenti. 

Efterward  sruo  in-to  pz^rgatoriie.  ber  bou  sselt  yzi  be    \.o/  purgatork.] 

°  r      o  r       r  J       r      Afterwards  go  in- 

pines  of  be  zaules  /  bet  hyer  hedden  uorbenchinge  /  ak  to  purgatory, 

and  see  the  pains 

nere  na3t  uolliche  yclenzed.  nou  hi  do]?  fer  /  ])e  leuinge  of  those  who  were 

,.,  I    -\     '  II    '^ot  ^'i^VQ  fully 

of  hare  penonce  /  al-huet  fet  hi  byej)  /  bri3te  /  and  cleansed  of  their 
clene.  ase  hi  weren  ate  poynt  /  and  ate  time  /  hua??ne  hi 
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OF    VENIAL   Oil    LIGHT    8IXS. 


Their  penance  is 
grisly  and  hard. 

All  that  martyrs 
ever  suffered  or 
women  with  cliild, 
is  unly  a  bath  ut° 
cold  water  in  com- 
parison with  the 
fiirnace  wherein 
ttiuy  burn. 


Venial  sins  are 
little  sins  that  we 
do  oft. 


The  fire  of  purga- 
tory is  dreaded  by 
those  who  keep 
holy  their  souls 
and  bodies. 
[Fol.  22.  a.] 


None  may  live 
without  sin, 
for  good  men 
Bin  seven  times 
a  day, 

but  by  shrift, 
tears,  and  prayers 
they  amend  their 
lives,  and  are  not 
lost  at  the  day  of 
doom. 


Holy  dread  of  God 
is  the  beginning 
of  good  life. 

We  must  learn 
not  only  to  eschew 
evil,  but  learn  to 
do  good. 


Divide  thy  soul 
from  thy  body  by 
thought. 


yedon  out '  of  pa  welle  of  cristninge.  Ac  J)e  ilke  penonce 
ys  Avel  grlslich  and  hard.  Vor  al  ))et  eure  Jjoleden  fe 
holy  martiros.  oJ)er  wyfmen  fet  trauaylej)  of  childe  /  of 
zor^o :  ne  ys  bote  a  he]?  ine  chald  wcter  :  to  fe  reward 
of  f  e  fornayse :  liuerinno  heme))  Jje  zaules.  al-huet  hi 
bye])  yclenzed.  ase  gold  al  yclienzed'''  ine  fe  vera  /  me 
ne  vint  lesse  pannG  yclenzed.  Vor  Jjet  uer  is  of  zuyche 
kende  /  al  fct  hit  vint  ine  fe  zaule  of  gelte  of  dede.  of 
speche.  of  J)03te  /  pet  yernej)  to  ze?zne :  ofer  lite  /  opev 
moche :  al  uorhernf/andclenzej).  and  Jjer  bye  J)  ypiinyssed, 
and  a^vreke  :  alle  uenyal  zewnes.  pet  vre  clepiej) :  litle 
zennes.  fot  we  do))  ofte  /  and  smale  fole  fortes,  wordea 
ydele.  trufles.  scornes.  and  alle  ofre  ydelnesses.  al-huet 
hi  by  worfe  :  to  guo  in-to  heuene.  huer  ne  gej)  in  na3t  / 
bote  hit  by  ri3t  bri^t.  j^et  ilke  uer  dredej)  po.  fet  by 
hare  my3te  ham  lokej?  uram  dyadlich  ze?2ne.  and  lokej) 
holyliche  hare  herten.  and  hare  bodyes.  and  hare  nioufes. 
and  pe  vif  wyttes  urani  alle  zenne.  and  zuo  libbe))  /  ase  hi 
Bsolden  echedaye  to  dome  come  to-uore  god.  And  feruore 
Jjet  non  ne  may  libbe  wyf-oute  zenne.  Vor  ase  zajp  Salo- 
mon :  zeuezijje  a  day  /  ualj)  J)e  guode  man.  and  Jjeruore 
be  holy  ssrifte  /  and  be  tyeares  /  and  be  benes :  hi  doj) 
hare  mi3te  ham  zelue  to  arere  /  and  to  amendi.  and  ham 
zelue  zuo  deme  :  fet  hi  onderstonde  to  uol3i  fane  laste 
dom.  Vor  huo  hier  hi??!  demj)  zojjliche  :  him  ne  worj)  non 
hede  to  by  uorlore :  ate  daye  of  dome.  And  fus  me  lyernej) 
kuead  to  knawe  /  an  to  beuly  /  and  alle  ze?ines  to  hatye  / 
and  grat  and  smal.  and  onderstonde  pe  holy  drede  of 
god  /  fet  is  beginnynge  of  guod  lif :  and  of  alle  guode. 
Ac  hit  ne  is  na3t  yno3  to  lete  pe  kueades :  bote  me 
lyerny  Jjet  guod  to  done,  and  bote  yef  me  zeche  pe  vdr- 
tues  /  uor  wyf-oute  ham  :  non  ari3t  wel  ne  leue]).  Jpanne 
yef  fou  wylt  lyerny  wel  to  libbe  be  mVtue  :  lyerne  zuo 
ase  ich  pe  habbe  yzed  /  to  sterue.  Todel  fine  gost  uram 
fine  bodye  /  be  J)03te  /  and  be  wylni?zge.  guo  out  of 
^  M'^.  oiiot  2  jyjs^  ychenzed 
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Jjise  wordle  steriiinde.  guo  iii-to  fe  londe  of  Ipe  libbynde  /  Go  out  of  this 

-P    -,    ,  -  -  .      .  ,  ,  world  dying,  and 

)?er  non  ne  sterf[|)J  /  ne  yealde]?.  ))et  is  me  pa?^adys.  per  go  into  the  land  of 

nie  lyernej)  wol  to  libbe  /  and  wyt  /  an  corteysye.  uor 

ber   ne   may    guo    in:  no  uvleynve.      ber  is  blisfolle  Wf  )pebhsse8  0/ 

uela^rede   of  god.   and   of  angles,  and  of  haben.     ber  where  is  the  bliss- 
ful commixniou  of. 

opwexej)    alle   guodes.   uayrhede.    richesse.    worJ?ssipe.  God,  of  an^eis, 

.  ,  .  .      and  of  saints, 

Dlisse.  u^rtue.  lone.  wyt.  loye  wypoute  ende.    Jper  ne  is  where  is  neither 

non  ypocr«sye.  ne  barat.  ne  blondinge.  ne  discord,  ne  sSerflattery, 

enuye.  ne  honger.  ne  forst.  ne  liete.  ne  cliTele.  ne  kuead.  hlmger,'  &T. 

ne  zor^e.  ne  drede  of  vyendes.  ac  alneway  festes  and 

kinges  bredales.  zonges.  and  blisse  wyjjoute  ende.     ])e 

ilke  blisse  is  zuo  grat  :  bet  hno  bet  bedde  ytake  ber  of  The  Wiss  is  so 

,  great  that  one 

ennelepi  drope  /  of  j)e  leste  Jmge  Jiet  fer  ys  :   he  ssolde  drop  would  in- 

by  of  fe  lone  of  god  zuo  dronke  :  fet  al  J)e  blisse  of  f)ise 

wordle  /  him  ssolde  by  /  drede  :    and  wo.      Eychesses  :  f  ^^^^^  riches  and 

'  "^    '  "^  honour  would  be 

dong.  worjjssipes  :    uoulhede.  and  J»e  ilke  to  greate  loue  accounted  woe  and 

f et  lie  ssolde  habbe  to  come  fer :  liiin  ssolde  by  an 

bondred  jjouzen  zijje  fie  more  hardiliche  batye  zenne. 

and  louie  Ui/'tues.  Jet  is  al  fe  drede   of  belle,  huer-of 

ich  babbe  beuore  ispeke.     Vor  loue  is  more  stranger  :  Love  is  stronger 

than  fear, 

])a?^ne  drede.  And  p^inne  is  ]?et  lyf  uayr  /  and  oneste  : 
J)a?ine  me  beuly^t  /  j?et  kuead  /  and  me  de]j  fet  guod. 
na^t  uor  drede  /  uor  to  by  yspild  :  ac  uor  be  wylnynge  a^d  the  love  of 

^  '  J    .J    i  /         .;      J    o      God  will  keep  U3 

of  heuene.  and  uor  fe  loue  of  god.  and  uor  fe  greate  from  sin. 

clennesse  :  fet  mV-tue  be]?,  and  guod  lyf.      And  fe  ilke 

})et  loue  ledefi  :  be  zekj)  rafre  /  and  lesse  him  costnej)  / 

psinne  him  jjet  serue|)  god :  be  drede.     j)Q  hare  yernf).  The  hare  run- 

111  it»  -i         t       t  *  ■,  ^        neth,  the  grey- 

fe  gryhond  hym  uol3eJ).  f e  on  be  drede :  pe  ofer  be  hound  foiioweth. 
wylnynge.     pe  on  vly3f  :  fe  o])er  hyne  dryff.     pe  holy  nmnelCthe 
man  yernj)  ase  grihond.  J^et  habbef  alday  hare  e^e  /  to  S^ay^wseyeia 
heuene  :  huer  hi  yzyeb  be  praye  :  bet  hi  driueb.       And  l^  heaven,  and  he 

J    J    r  r     r      J  r  r  forgetteth  all  else, 

beruore  hy  uoryeteb  alle  obre  guodes.  ase  deb  be  gentyl  ^^  <^oth  the  hound 

\  ^  ^        ^  .  r  y     o        J      with  his  prey  be- 

hond  :  hua?me  ha  zy])  his  praye  /  touore  his  e3en.  fore  his  eyes. 

}?is  is  fet  lyf  /  of  Jje  wel  louiynde.  of  gentil  herte  /  This  is  the  life  of 
and  affayted.  pet  zuo  moche  louyej)  uw^tue :  and  hatyej)  gentle  heart, 
zenne.  pet  yef  hi  wcren  zykere  /  pet  me  ne  ssolde  his 
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cowne  /  11(1  god  no  ssolde  liis  awreke  :    ham  ne  daynede 

[Foi.  22.  b.]       jia^t  I  to  do  zc/aie.     Ac  al  liare  Jjencliinges  /  and  al  hare 

who  shall  have      wyHis :  liiro  hertcii  ck'iiliche  loki  /  and  a^mybi  /  bet  hi 

the  bliss  of  Para-  ,  ^  '  o      jr     I  r 

disc.  by  wor])i :  to  liahbe  Jje  blisse  of  paradys.  liuer  no  cherl 

where  no  churl  i  •        /  i  o 

nor  thief  shall  ne  ssei  coiue  ill  /  lie  uals.  lie  |>yei.  ne  proud,  uor  fe 
worse  ssolde  by  fe  iiela3rede. 

How  to  know  good  HoU    ME    8SEL    KNAWE    GUOD    AND    KUEAD. 

and  evil. 

To  live  arisht  one         Nou  ich  fc  habbc  ysscawed  /  hou  me  tek  jj  wel  to 

must  seek  virtue, 

sterile  /  and  lede  guod  lyf.    Ac  J?ou  sselt  ywyte  /  Jjet  Jje 

begynnynge  uor  to   come  to  guode  lyiie  :  is  to  zeche 

and  know  what  is  u/rtuc.   Jjct  is  jjct  me  knawe  /  na^t  onlepilyche  huet  is 

right  as  well  as  i  ^    ^  •        ^  •  i 

what  is  wrong.  zQiiwo,  /  and  huct  IS  clmesse  :  ac  fet  me  conne  ri^t  wel 
knawe  /  and  deme :  huet  is  kuead  /  and  huet  is  guod.  and 
uor  to  dele  fet  zofe  guod  :  uram  Jje  ofren.  and  Jjet  greate 

A  thing  that  one     guod  /  iiram  jje  little.      Vor  J)ing  Jjet  me  ne  knauj)  na3t 

knoweth  not  of  is  •         t     i     i      i  it  aii  li^ 

not  hated  or  de-     ^e  IS  yhated  /   ne  ywymed.     And  feruore  sselt  ])0U 

^^^^'^'  ywyte  be  fan  fet  fe  wrytinges  zygge]? :   fet  J?er  byej) 

zeue  smale   yeff es  of  god  /  fet  me  clepej?  fe  smale 

guodes.  on  lite  /  an  ofer  grat  /  and  zof»e.      An  onlepi- 

liche  byej)  guodes  ari^t.  huerof  al  fe  wordle   ys  nye^ 

begyled  [Z?ezuyke].     Yorhi  yeuej^fe  greate  guodes  :  uor 

This  world  is  as  a  Je  little,  ofer  fe  lesse  /  uor  fe  little,  ofer  fe  greate  /  uor 

many  foul  chap-     f©  lesse.     Vor  J)is  wordlc  is  ase  a  fayre  /  huer  byej) 

SlHaTue  ofT      manye  fole  chapmen,  fet  of  aUe  finges  /  hi  knawej)  jje 

Ti'"  H  1  n         propreui'rtue  and  ]pet  worf.  J»et  ous  tekj)  ])q  holy  gost  / 

teacheth  us  to        aiid  no7i  ober  maister.     He  ous  tekjj  to  knawe  be  greate 

know  the  precious 

things  from  the      ])inges  uxam  j)G  little.  ])G  preciouses  /  wcam  ]?e  viles.  jie 

vile,  the  sweet 

from  the  sour.       zuctc  /  uram  J?e  zourc. 

Timely  (temporal)  Of    TIMLICHE   GUODES. 

goods. 

The  small  goods  Hy  clepiej)  fe  smale  guodes  :  fe  guodes  of  time  /  fe 

are  those  of  for-  ,  or-,  nn  i»i  t       i-     j.  i. 

tune.  guodes  01  lortuiie  [hapj.  and  pe  leuedy  lortune  :    went 

X^nS'turneth  ^^^rc  hue3el  eche  daye  /  and  benymf  /  and  yeff.  and 

dav"^i^n-To^  went  fet  is  aboue  :  benefe.  fet  byef  fe  smale  stones  of 

some  and  taking  cries  ssynvude.  aiid  be  conioun  his  bayb  uor  rubys.  uor 

away  from  others-    o  j     j  r  JT  J 
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safyrs.  opev  uor  emeroydes.      j^et  bye]?  as  iueles  to  chil- 

deren.  ]?et  god  ous  yefj)  /  oiis  to  solas,  and  uor  oure  God  gives  us  time- 

loue  :  to  dra3e  to   him.   uor   Ipet  lie   wot  ]?et  we  byej?  fort  us. 

fyeble    /    and   tendre.    and  liyealde  we  ne  mo3e  bis. 

afterward  /  wayes  of  pouerte  /  of  zor^e  /  and  of  martire- 

Taent  /  ase  de]?  J?e  guode  godes  kny^t.  ])et  ]?ane  kyngdom  Riches  are  not  the 

true  happiness. 

of  neuene  payne]?  be  stre/igfie  to  wynne  be  nisprouesse.  rorwereitso, 

.  1/11      Christ  would  then 

paT^ne  fiise  ne  bye]?  :  ne  grete  guodes  /  ne  sniale  ary3t.  be  a  fooi,  that 

panne  wes  a  fol  lesu  crist  goddes  zone.  ]?et  cbeas  pouerte.  an?shame,  Ind 

and  ssame.  an  efterward  :  he  uorzok  /  blisses,  worfssipes.  ou?°and^iiches°"' 

and  richesses  :  yef  pet  bye]?  \)e  zolpe  guodes.     paiine  ne 

bye]?  na3t  /  alle  zo]?e  guodes  ine  lieuene.     panne  ne  is 

na3t  god  parfitliche  yblyssed  :    ]?et  ne  vze]?  na3t  zuyclie 

guodes.     hanne  is  o;od  ontrewe  /  and  onkende  /  l?et  bise  God  would  be  un- 

°  °  '  .  I    T       f  true  and  unkind, 

guodes  benym}?  his  urendes.  and  hise  yef}?  more  large- 

liche  :  to  his  yuo.   yef  ]?et  bye]?  zo]?e  guodes  :  ]?a7aie  the  saints  and 

-  wise  clerks  were 

weren  loles  alle  ]?e  nai3en.    and  alle  pe  wyse  clerkes.  aiifoois, 

and  ]?e  greate  filosofes.  ]?et  ]?ise  guodes  beulo3e  /  and 

onwor]?ede  /  ase  dong.       Yef  ])et   bye]?    zolpe   guodes : 

])anne  lye3]?  god  /  J?et  lye3e  ne  may  :  and  holy  wryt.  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^o"i<i  ^e 

]?et  hise  clepe]?  /  leazinges.  and  ssed.  and  metinges.  and 

uanites.  nettes.  and  bendes.  and  ]?e  dyeules  grines.  and  The  gifts  of  for- 

/  i  /  -XT  1    1  11        tune  are  the 

]?et  IS  zop  /  aze  pater  noster.      Vor  ]?et  bye]?  ]?e  dyeules  devirs  snare 

1  T        .  1         .  ,  T  1        whereby  he  be- 

gmnes.  nuer-by  pe  zaules  me  a  fousond  maneres  he  guiieth  souls. 
gyle]?  /  and  nym]?  /  and  bynt  /  and  halt.  t^^i.  23.  a.] 

Ac  ]?e  wjse  chapman  /  ]?et  is  ]?e  guode  man  /  ]?et  J?e  The  wise  ch.-p- 

11  j.iii  Till-  /  1    '^^^  know  the 

holy  gost  aly3t.   be  zo]?e  beknaulechmge  /  ]?et  ouer  al  worth  of  each 

him  knau]?  /  huet  ech  ]?ing  is  wor]?  /  and  yzy3j?  hit  ri3t  *^^"^" 

wel.     Hi  onderstonde}?  /  ]?et  al  ]?e  wordle  ne  is  na3t  a 

guod  snode  :  uor  ma?znes  herte  to  uelle.  and  ]?et  ]?er  is  They  see  that 

moche  kuead  :  and  litel  of  guod.     And  ]?eruore  huo]?et  inThVworid!  ^^^ 

loke]?  ]?e  perils  /  and  ]?e  kueades  J?et  ]?er  bye]?  /  and 

wyte]?   ])et  hit  is  zo]?  :  ]?et  hi  conne  zigge.  he  J?et  ne 

yef]?  /  ]?et  he  loue]? :  he  ne  nym]?  /  }?et  he  wylne]?.     Hy 

make]?  to  god  ane  handuol.  uor  hi  yeue]?  ]?e  wordle  :  uor 

heuene.  na3t  /  uor  al.  hor  :    uor  gold,  and  lete]?  al  uor  world  for  God, 
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anil  b«ooine 
poor. 


There  are  others 
who  make  ^ood 
use  of  riches, 


who  hold  them  in 
little  esteem. 


They  serve  God 
with  their  wealth. 


They  see  their 
own  feebleness 
and  tlieir  defects. 


They  would  rather 
forsake  all  the 
world's  goods 
than  retain  them 
without  the  love 
of  God. 


god.  richessus.  lostes.  worjj.ssipes.  and  become))  pouro. 
\)iit  is  \>ii  luiyriiito  lyf  /  an  fe  zykeriste  :  fet  is  ine  fise 
woidlo. 

)3o  ofro  bye)?  /  j?ot  yzej?  /  fet  ine  uelc  maneres  hi 
luo^e  do  Iiare  proii  /  of  giiodes  of  time,  fet  me  may  hise 
liubbe  :  ak  na^t  to  moche  louye.  Vor  god  ne  liat  na3t  / 
al  to  lete.  liy  hise  ofliyealdef  :  ac  htel  liise  prayzef.  hi 
liise  uzej?  :  ac  litel  his  louye)?.  ase  dede  saynt  Abraham, 
lob.  and  daui)).  and  uele  ofre.  fet  fe  perils  beulo3e  :  and 
deden  hire  profit  /  of  fe  guodes  f et  god  ham  lende  :  hi 
coiij?en  begge  lieuene.  hi  coujjen  hire  zennen  iiorbegge. 
and  helpe  hare  nyxte.  Hi  cofien  more  loiiye  god  /  and 
herye  /  and  ))onki.  worfssipie.  drede.  and  yleue.  nor 
f  e  greato  perils  huer  hi  bye)?  /  and  ham  zelue  )?e  more 
bou^e  /  lma/?ne  hi  yze)?  hare  fieblesse  /  and  hire  poure 
lone  /  and  hare  defautes,  hua/zne  fiane  strayte  way  ne 
dorren  giio.  hua/me  zuo  lyte  wyllej?  uor  god  jjolye  /  and 
yeue  /  )?et  zuo  moche  folede  /  and  let  uor  ham  /  yef  hi 
wel  ham  wytye)?  /  ak  st[r]ang  hit  is.  "Vor  hit  is  wel  li3ter 
fing :  alle  fe  guodes  of  )?e  wordle  lete  /  at  on  tyrae  uor 
god  :  )7a?^ne  his  ofhyealde  /  and  na3t  louye.  .. 


Of  the  less  goods. 

The  middle  goods 
are  of  kind  and  of 
teaching. 
Of  k  ind  are  beauty , 
strength,  &c. ; 
of  teaching  are 
learning,  good 
manners,  &o. 


These  do  not 
make  men  fully 
good, 

for  many  philoso- 
phers, clerks, 
kings,  &e.,  that 
had  much  of  such 
goods,  are  now 
damned  in  hell. 


Of  ])e  lesse  guodes. 

])e  midel  guodes  /  bye)?  of  kende  :  and  of  techinge. 
Of  kende  :  ase  uayrhede  of  bodye.  prouesse.  strengpe. 
zu}rfthede.  myldenesse.  clyer  wyt.  sle3))e.  o??derstond- 
ynge.  and  alle  zuyche  guodes  fet  kende  ber)j.  Be  tech- 
inge :  ase  grat  clergye.  ine  alle  ofre  guodes :  fet  me 
wyn)?  be  studye  /  o)?er  be  guode  wone  /  ase  bye)?  guode 
feawes  /  and  zome  uiVtues.  Ac  fise  ne  bye)?  na3t  yet 
arijt  )?e  zo)?e  guodes  :  uor  hi  ne  make)?  na3t  )?ane  /  )?et 
hise  he)?  uollyche  guod.  Yor  manye  filozofes  /  ofer  of 
greate  clierkes  ^  /  and  of  kynges  /  and  of  empe?'ours  / 
)?et  hedden  moche  of  zuyche  guodes  :  bye)?  ydampned 
ine  helle.     Efterward  /  zuyche  guodes  yef)?  oure  Ihord 

*  MS.  cherkes 
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alsuo  to  his  uyendes :  ase  he  deb  to  his  uryendes.  to  our  Lord  giveth 

such  goods  to  His 

sarazyns  /  and  to  iialse    cristeiie  :    ase  to    Jie    guode.  enemies. 

Efterward  /  hit  ne  is  na3t  zo]j  guod  /  pet  faylej?  /  and 

]jet  nie  may  lyase  wylle  he  nolle  he.  and  j?et  jjieues  ne 

mo3e  stele,  ne  robbere  benime.  alneway  ate  ende  :  dyeaj) 

his  benym)).      Efterward  /  zojje  guodes    helpej?   eche 

daye  /  and   ne    harmej?    neure.      Ac  uorzojie    zuyche  True  goods  never 

guodes  /  and  zuiche  graces  wyjjoute  :  do]?  ofte  kuead  /  Mere  outward*    " 

and  harme>   ham  /  >et  hise  habbe>  /  bote  hi  hise  ne  farrinheytause 

wel  nsy.     And  huamie  hi  ham  yelpeb  /  ober  hi  ham  "» to  become 

•^  ./      i    J-  /       J-  proud  and  boast- 

prodeb  /  and  obren  hy  onworbeb.    Vor  be  ilke  to  huam  f«^- 

^  ^  '  .  .  [Fol.  23.  b.] 

god  he  J?  yyeue  ]?e  ilke  graces  /  and  ]?e  ilke  guodes  /  ]?et  if  we  do  not  use 

ich  habbe  beuore  ynemned  god  uor  to  serui.  and  helpe 

his  nixte.  bote  yef  he  hit  ne  vsy  treueliche :  he  ssel 

by  ine  be  more  gratter  torment,  and  straytlyche  him  ^e  shall  receive 

the  greater  tor- 

behouej?  rekeni.  and  yelde  scele  to  god  /  ate  daye  of  ment. 
dome.^  of  fet  he  he])  ydo.  and  of  Jiet  he  hej?  ywonne  / 
of  ]?e  guodes  ]?et  god  him  hep  ylend  :  uor  to  mory. 

Of   ])K   ZOJ^E   GUODES.  Of  the  true  goods. 

JN'ou  ich  pe  habbe  ssortliche  yssewed  /  huyclie  bye]? 
fe  lyttle^  guodes  /  and  pe  midel  guodes:  nou  ich  pe  The  true  goods 
wylle  ssewy  huet  ys  pe  zo])e  guod  ari3t :  ])et  make]?  fan  that  hath  them. 
])et  hise  he]?  :  guod.  and  wy])-oute  ham :  non  ne  wes 
neure  ari3t  guod.  ])et  guod  me  clepef  :  godos  gr«ce.  and 
uiVtue.  and  charite.  Grace  :  uor  fet  he  yaf  /  helj^e.  and  They  are  grace, 

,     p  T  ,  .  .      virtue,  and  cha- 

lyi.  and  zauie.  uor  wy]7-oute  fise  guodes  :  J?e  zaule  is  rity. 

dyead.     Vor  ase  bet  body  is    dyead   wyboute   zaule  :  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

■^  ^  -'  J  J  J  r  without  the  grace 

alzuo  is  pe  zaule  :  wy]?oute  godes  grace.     Hy  is  ycleped  of  God. 

UM'tue  :  uor  pet  hy  wor])ssipe])    pe  zaule    myd    guode  she  is  called  vir- 

workes  /  and  mid  guode  ]?ewes.  Hy  is  ycleped  charite  :  ours  the  soui  with 

uor  ]?et  hy  ioyne]?  J?e  zaule  to  god.  uor  charite  ne  is  non  |he*^i7raiied 

o]?er  fing  :  panne  dyere  onhede.  fet  is  pe  ende  /  Jjet  is  f^^/^^ity  for  she 

pe  perfeccion  /  and  pe  guodhedde  /  huer-to  we  ssolle  ous  *»  ^'^<^- 
dra3e.     Moche  Averen  pe  egypciens  deceyued.  ]?et  is  to 

zigge  /  pe  yealde  filozofes  f  et  zuo  byzylyche  desputede  /  The  old  phiioso- 

^US.domo  ^MS.hjltle  pherssetthe 
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greatest  g  oJ  in 
lust  ofrtesh, 
or  in  riches,  or  in 
honest  life. 
Hut  St  Paul  says 
that  dame 
Charily,  the  queen 
of  virtues,  is  tlie 
greitteat  good. 


When  all  other 
goods  fail  this 
laileth  not. 


Of  three  manners 
of  good. 


There  are  three 
sorts  of  goods. 

1.  Honourable. 

2.  Pleasant. 

3.  Profitable. 
Of  the  goods  of 
the  world. 
None  desire  them 
unless  they  be 
either  honourable, 
pleasant,  or  pro- 
fitable. 

The  proud  seek- 
eth  the  first,  the 
covetous  the   , 
third,  and  the 
lustful  the  second. 
Virtue  combines 
the  honourable, 
the  pleasant,  and 
the  profitable. 


Of  virtue. 

Virtue  is  honour- 
able: 

Six  things  are 
desired  because 
[Fol.  24,  a.] 
they  are  honour- 
able: 

1.  Beauty,  2.  wit, 
8.  prowess, 
4.  might,  5.  free- 
dom, 6.  nobleness. 


and  zo^teii  luiet  wes  J?e  ho^este  guod  ine  fise  lyiie.  ne 
iieuro  lie  my3toii  liit  vyiide.  Vor  zome  hit  zette  ine  losto 
of  ulesse.  fe  ojjre  :  ine  ricli esses,  and  ojjre  /  ine  onesto 
lyf.  Ac  po  greate  filozofe  saynte  pawel.  fet  wes  ynome 
in  to  ]?e  jjridde  heuene  /  and  pasede  alle  fe  ofre  filo- 
zofes  /  ous  prouej)  be  uele  skeles.  Jjet  ))e  he^este  gnod 
ine  Jjise  lyue  :  ys  Jje  kuen  of  u/rtues  dame  charite.  Vor 
he  zay])  Av^yjj-oute  hire  :  non  ofer  guod  /  ne  is  worjj. 
and  huo  fet  J)is  hejj  :  he  hej)  alle  fe  ofre.  and  huawne 
alio  fie  ojjre  guodes  faylejj  :  fis  ne  falej)  na3t.  and 
aboue  alle  f e  ojjre  greate  guodes  fet  byejj  :  f ys  is  fe 
Ihouedy.  }5a/me  is  J?is  f>3t  gratteste  guod  :  fet  is  onder 
heuene. 

Of  Jjri  maneres  of  guode. 

And  hueruore  wylt  fou  J?et  guod  /  fet  is  ycleped 
ri3t  u/rtue  more  louie  /  and  zeche  aboue  alle  ojjren  : 
fis  ich  wylle  yet  eft  /  his  worj)  ssewy.  Me  can  todele 
fri  manere  guodes.  guod  /  worfssiplich.  guod  /  lostuol 
and  guod  :  uremuol.  na?zmore  ne  is  of  guodes.  ne  zofe. 
ne  ydele.  bote  fise  ]?ri  maneres.  and  fet  Jjou  yzist  open- 
liche.  Of  fe  guodes  of  Jje  wordle  /  fet  non  ne  wylnej?  / 
ne  louejj  noting  /  bote  yef  he  wene :  fet  hit  by  hi??2 
worjjssipuol  /  of»er  lostuol.  oper  ure??iuol.  J?e  proude  : 
zeklp  J)ing  worfssipuol.  })e  couaytous  :  fing  uremuol. 
])e  lostuol :  fing  lykynde.  And  alle  J)et  fise  zechej) 
ydelliche  :  is  ine  u/rtue  /  zo]?liche.  Yor  u//*tue  is  fing 
wel  worfssipuol.  lostuol.  and  uremuol. 

Of    UZ2JTUE. 

])et  ui'rtue  is  worpssipuol :  fet  my^t  f ou  ysy  ine 
]?ise  manere.  Zyx  finges  byeJj  ine  fise  wordle  moche 
yAvylned  /  uor  J?et  hit  fing]?  fet  hy  byej)  moche  worjj- 
ssipuol.  uayrhede.  wyt.  prouesse.  my^te.  vridom.  and 
noblesse.  Jjise  byef  zix  wellen  of  ydelnesse.  panne 
ydele  blisse  is  to  moche.     Vayrhede  /  is  fing  mochel 
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yloiied.  uor  pet  is  jjing  moche  yworjjssiped.     And  na3t 

uorjjaii  uayrhede  pet  pe  e^e  of  pe  bodye  jzj^p  /  and 

louep.  is  jjing  uals  /  ssort.  and  ydel.    Yals  :  yef  lie  ne  is  Beauty  appeals  to 

uayr.  ne  pe  ilke  uayr.  ac  oure  e^en  byejj  fyeble  /  j^et  ne  ^  ^^^' 

zjep  bote  jjet  skin  wyjjoute.     )?a?^ne  hiio  ])et  hedde  pe  Had  we  the  eye  of 

1                      -,               I                             ^                          T    I  the  Lynx,  we 

zy^pe   ase   he])   pe   lynx  /  fet   me    ciepe]?    ojieriaker :  should  see  each 

leucernere.  f  et  yzy3])  ])or3  ]?anewal  alouer.  ha  ssoldeyzy  fuuofdun^.^^'^*'^ 

openhche  /  f  et   non   uayr  body  /  ne  is  :  bote  a  huyt 

zech  uol  of  donge  stynkinde.   and  ase  a  donghel  be- 

snewed.     Eft^rward  f  is  uayrhede  is  ssort.  uor  zone  hit  Beauty  soon  fails 

and  withers. 

faylej)  and  ualouwef  ase  fiet  flour  of  pe  uelde  /  anon  ase 

pe  zaule  h.i7n  todelj).  al  pe  uayrhede  jjet  /  pet  body  he]?  : 

pe  zaule  hit  yeaf.  and  uor  pe  zaule  he  hit  lie]?,     jperuore  He  is  a  fool  that 

he  is  fol  /  fet  of  uayrhede  of  bodie  him  gledej>.     Ac  pe  counrof  h^  fair- 

uayrhede  of  pe  zaule:  is  uayrhede  ari3t  /  fet  alneway  Beauty  of  the  soui 

wext  and  neure  ne  ssel  fayly.    bet  is  pe  zobe  uayrhede  /  "^^^*'  ^^^®^'  ^°^  ^^ 

•^   -^       ■'  r  r  J  /is  like  to  God  and 

hueruore  pe  zaule  to  god  like]?  /  and  to  pe  angles  fet  theangeis. 

yzef  pe  herte.     pis  uayrhede   yelt  /  and  yef]?  /  to  pe  it  si^eth  grace  to 
zaule  :  grace,  and  uz?'tue.  and  loue  of  god.  uor  liy  re- 
forme]?  /  and  agray]?e]?  /  and  hi?7i  yelt  his  ry^te  pryente. 

fet  is  pe  ymage  of  his  sseppere  /  fet  is  uayr  wy]?-outc  '^^^  ^^^^^^^  V'"^' 

co7?2pa7'ysoun.  and  bet  best  hi?;?,  anlykneb  :  mest  is  uayr.  soui  that  hath  per- 
fectly its  right 

panne  ]?et  uayreste  ]?ing  ]?et  ys  onder  god  :  is  pe  zaule  /  shape. 

J?et  hep  parfitliche  his  ri^te  ssep]?e  /  and  his  ri3te  bri3t- 

nesse  /  colour  of  flour.  bri3tnesse  of  zomie.  ssepfe   of 

man.  lykynge  of  preciouse  stones.    And  al  ]?et  pe  e^e  of 

herte  yzy]?  of  uayr  :  is  uoulhede  and  uelpe  /  to  pe  zj-^pe  Nothing  in  the 

of  him.  and  al  ]?et  me  may  onder  gode  ]?enche  of  uayr  :  compared  to  it.    ' 

hit  ne  may  na3t  by  ycomparisoned  to  him. 

Of    WYT  /  AND    OF    CLEREGYE.  Of  wit  and  of 

learning. 

Cleregye  and  wyt  /  bye]?  ]?inges  moche  ywor]?ssiped.  ciergy  and  wit 

AP,                 ij.1                       -Jii              1                  1  are  things  much 

Ac  yet  pen  wylt  by  wys  ari3t.  and  he3e  cleregye  lyerny  ;  honoured, 

make  bet  bou  habbe  l?et  zobe  ejodes  f>;uod.  bet  is  /  pjrace  /  God's  grace  is  the 

f^       ^                     ^            ^     ^             '^             ^             '    ^           '  true  wisdom  that 

and  mVtue.  uor  ]?et  is  pe  zo]?e  wysdom.  pet  slj-^t  pe  herte  eniighteneth  the 

heart  of  man. 

of  man.  ase  de]?  pe  zonne  :  pe  wordle.     pis  wjt  pase]?  pe 
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Thia  wit  ijasseth  Avyttcs  of  Jjc  wordlo  /  asG  (lej)  jjG  zowne  :  fe  Lrytnesse  of 

the  V'it  uf  the  -tr  o  r  ^^  •      t  o    ^ 

worki,  wiiich  is      JJC  moiic.      Vor  yef  wyt  oi  fe  wordle  ne  is  bote  lolye 

^  ^'  use  zayj)  jjc^  wrytinge  /  and  cliildliede  /  and  onAvyt.  folye 

Those  wiio  love      ino  liani  :  fet  fe  wordle  louyejj  /  and  hire  uayrhede  / 

thuik  the  moon  to  J)ot  hi  ne  conne  yknawe  /  Jjane  day  :  uram  )je  ny3t.   ne 

be  tlie  Bun.  ,  ,  /  i  i      i  •  / 

dome  betuene  grat  /  and  sraal.   betuene  precioiLS  /  an 

vil.     Hy  wenejj  of  Jje  nione  :  f  et  hit  by  Jje  zonne.  uor 

hi  wenej)  of  fe  worjjssipe  of  Ipe  wordle  :    ]?et  hyt  by  Jje 

zo]?e  blisse.  of  ane  e2)ple  :     an  hel.  uor  hi  wenej)  by  Jje 

wordle  :  Jjet  hit  by  wel  grflt  fing.  j?et  to  Jje  zi^fe  of  Jje 

They  mistake  a      lieuene  ne  is  bote  an  eppel.     liy  wenejj  of  a  gles  :  Jjet 

hire.  hit  by  a  safir.  uor  hi  weneJ?  fet  hare  my^te  /  and  hare 

streng])e  :  by   wel  g?'«t.   fet  more    is    brekynde  /  and 

They  live  like        fyeblc  :  Jjawne  gles.   Efter  fe  chi[l]dhede  /  fet  fe  wyt  of 

children  that  seek  m/i  ,   ^  ii  -i      ^       i 

only  their  own       ]>Q  wordle  /  and  J)o  fet  bye])  zuo  wyse  to  loky  Jjet  body  / 

and  to  eysy  /  and  to  delyty  /  pet  libbej)  ase  children. 

In  such  folk  is      jjet  UG  zecheb  bote  hare  wyl  to  done.     In  zuych  uolk  is 

reason  dead, 

IT  1  24  b  1  skele  dyad,  and  feruore  /  hi  libbe])  ase  bestes.  uor  hare 
they  are  like  a  "^^T*  ^^  ^^  mj'-swent  /  and  corupt.  ase  pe  zuel^  of  fe  zyke  / 
IITmprefersa"^'^'  ^fer  of  ])e  wyfmau  grat  myd  childe.  pet  more  hi  ujnt 
sour  apple  to  a      gniak  in  ane  zoure  epple  :  ba??ne  in  ane  huetene  Ihoue. 

wheaten  loaf.  ■'■-'■  ' 

and  pet  child  in  ane  cole  :  pa?^ne  in  ane  guode  mete. 
They  cannot  be-     Alsuo    zuych  uolk  ne  ni03e  yleue  /  pet  per  by  more 

lieve  that  there  is    ,-,.  /  ii,/-  i-  •/  i.t-         ■, 

more  bliss  in  serv-  blissc  /  and  lost  /  lue  god  to  scrui  /  and  to  louie  :  panne 

sefvin"  thdr  own  ^^  doue  pe  wyl  of  hare  loste.  uor  hi  ne  conne  deme  / 

^"^^^'  betuene    zuete  /  and   byter.     Efterward  /  pis   wyt  /  is 

onwyt.  ine  pan  pet  byep  zuo  moche  sotyl  ine  kuednesse 

to  uynde  /  ine  opren  to  g3dy  /  and  deceyui  oper  be  playt  / 

oper  be  strengpe  /  oper  be  barat.    pet  hy  ne  penchep  /  ne 

studiep  /  bote  ham  zelue  to  auonci :  and  opren  to  harmy. 

Their  wit  is  the     J)et  wyt  is  pe  dyeules  wyt  /  ase  zayp  saint  iacob  /  pet  eche 

devil's  wit, 

that  each  day        daye  hi??2  uoudcp  /  opreu  to  harmy.     Ac  pe  zope  "vvyt  / 

tempteth  others  ,,i,  i  -i         i  •     •        -i 

to  do  wrong.         pet  pe  holy  gost  tekp  to  godes  uryendes  /  is  me  knauynge 

wyp-oute  wypnimynge  /  pet  ech  ping  is  worp.  hit  ssewep 

The  bliss  of  the      v^^^  i^^  wordle  is  vdcl  :  ine  byinpje.  vyl :  ine  worb.  biter  : 

world  is  icde,  T        j  e/  ^       ^         v  j 
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ine    smac.    j^et   pe    blisse    of   ]pe   wordle  :  is    ydel.    ]je  its  riches  are  viie, 

and  its  lusts  are 

richesses  :  vil.  jje  lostes  :  bitere.  bitter. 

Efterward  he  yefjj  to  y-iiele  /  jjet  ]?e  lone  of  god  /  virtue  is  a  true 
and  wVtiie  /  is  zo]?  ping  /  and   of  j^ris.     ZoJ?  :  nor  hi  worth, '^"*^  ^ 
uoluel]?    J»e    herte  /  and    norisset  /  and    sostyene]?.    of 
pris  :  nor   me   may   god  /  an    al    J^et   he    liep  :  begge. 
Znete  :  nor  pet  is  pe  ma?2ne  /  pet  alle  ])ise  |)inges  make]?  it  rendereth  sweet 

.  ,  J  /  T  •  labour,  sorrow, 

znete.   znynch.   zor^es. .  tyeares  /  and  wepi?iges.  ssames.  tears,  and  weep- 

martires:  and  alle  pinen.  and  al  pet  me  may  Jjenche.  pet  ^"^^' 

is  pe  znete  sncre  /  and  of  gnod  ssmak.  and  pet  is  pe 

wyt  /  and  pe  wysdom  /  pet  pe  writinge  clepep  /  worp-  it  ig  the  wit  and 

ssipnol  wysdom  /  hnerof  wext  zope  blisse  ine  in  wyt.  honourawe!'^'^ 

Efter  mrtnes  /  an  charites  :  he  yefp  zope  pronesse.  [ZoU  prouesse.] 

paTzne  per  nys  prowesse  ari^t :  bote  ine  godes  kny^tes  /  True  prowess 

,  1/-1"  /    existsonly  in  God's 

pet  pe  holy  gost  hep  y-dobbed  /  and  y-armed  /  mid  iiirtn  /  knights. 

and  mid  charite.    Ine  pronesse  byep  pri  pinges  todeld.  in  this  prowess 

hardyesse.  strengpe.  an  stedenestnesse.    ISTon  ne  is  ary^t  strength,  ami 

preus  :  pet  pise  pri  pinges  ne  hep.  pet  ne  ys  hardy  /  and  ^  ^^  astness. 

zyker  /  to  greate  pinge  ondernime.  Strang  /  and  my3tnol  / 

nor  to  nol3y.  zed  /  and  stable  :  nor  to  nol3y.    Ac  wyp-oute 

^vyt  /  and  wyp-oute  porueyonce  :  ne  byep  na3t  worp  non 

of  pise  pry  pinges.   Yor  ase  zayp  pe  boo  of  pe  art  of  kny3t-  in  quarrels  an 

hod  /  ine  opre  quereles  hna?ine  me  mysnymp  hou  pet  rectified, 

hit  by  nounde  myd  amendeme?zt.    Ac  erronr  in  batayle  /  mistake'^iuvv^not 

ne  may  na3t  by  amended,  nor  hi  is  anon  a^vxeke.  ^^  amended. 

Fole  op-nymynge  is  hner  lite  p/'ofit  lip.  and  moche  [foU  opniminae.] 
cost,    and   of  peril,    and  of  payne.     Zneche  byep  pe  The  world's 

prowess  is  peril- 

opnymynges  /  pet  me  clepep  prons.  and  hardi  /  ine  pise  ous. 

wordle  /  pet  body  /  and  zanle  brengep  into  ze^me  /  and 

pe  guodes  also  /  and  ine  peril  /  and  ine  payne  /  nor  a 

lyte  lost  to  habbe  :  pet  mocliel  is  ydel  /  and  litel  ylest. 

Ac  ur/'tue   makep   man  of  greate  herte  /  and  of  wyse  virtue  makes  a 

.  man  bold  in  heart, 

opnymynge  pa7^ne  hi  makep  man  pot  ne  is  bote  erpe  /  so  that  he  aspire 
zuo  hardi  /  pet  he  dar  opnyme  :  pe  regno  of  henene  to        ^^  ^^^^'"  " 

[Fol.  25.  a.] 

Avynne.  and  alle  pe  dyeulen  /  pet  byep  zno  stronge  /  to  heaven. 
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ouercome.     Jjis  opniniyngo  :  is  guod  /  and   wys.  huer 

J?er  is   lytel   i)ei'il  /  uiid   litel   ()f  pyiio.  and  blisse.  und 

Ho  who  is  without  \vor])ssip(3  wyJ?-oute  niosure.      II  no  jjct  no  lie]?  u/ytue  : 

virtue  hath  no  iii/> 

Kreut courage,  liG  110  licj)  gHit  lioite  /  asc  hc'})  Jjo  like  Jjct  hej)  drede  of 
miviMsities  of  the  luijt.  Ziiycliu  hjii])  J)o  JjL't  ziio  nioche  drede))  J)(i  kueades 
and  ]je  aduersetes  of  |)e  wordle.  and  j}et  habhe])  dred(i 
uor  to  lyese  :  pet  hi  ne  mo^e  na^t  longe  hyealde.  ha  nej) 
na3t  grat  herte  fet  hit  yef|)  uor  na3t.  ase  dojj  Jjo  f»et 
yeuej?  hare  herten  to  louie  fe  guodes  of  fortune  /  );et 
ine  zo])e  :  ne  byej)  na3t  /  to  f e  zi^fe  of  J)e  zojje  guodes  of 
He  is  as  a  child     bUsso.     panne  zuych  uolc  byejj  ase  is  Jjet  child  /  Ipet 

who  lilies  a  mirror    ,  i  •        i  i 

betterthai)  a  king-  loucj?  morc  auB  sscawsre  :  ]>iinne  ane  kingdom,  an  eppei  : 
Virtue  maketh  a  j^^^^^^^  al  his  keude.  Ac  mV-tuc  yefjj  grat  herte  ari3t. 
mantowinheaven  ^^j.   ^^ij-tue    makeb    wyniie    heuene  :    and    onworbi    be 

and  to  despise  the  j         ^  if 

world,  wordle.  grat  berdone  of  penonce  to  here,  and  alle  fc 

kueades  of  fe  wordle  onderbere.  and  gledliche  jjolye. 

and  uor  god  to  leste  /  to  alle  fe  asayhnges  of  fe  dyeule 

so  that  he  is  no      wydstoude.     And  ase  zayj?  \e  wyse  seneke.     Na3t  ne 

adversity  than      habbe]?  Hiore  of  iny3te  aye  mVtues  /  kueade  mysfalles  / 

the  sea  is  by  drops  -,  /  i    i    j.    j?     j.  i.  /  i 

of  j-ain.  <'^nd  zor3es  /  ne   al  pet  lortune  may  freapny  /  an   do  : 

Virtue  makes  a      more  faiiue  |?er  bye  J)  dropen  of  rayn  ine  fe  ze.     Virtue 

man   as  hardy  as  t         t    /  i 

a  lion,  strong  as  luakejj  man  hardi  /  ase  lyoun.  Strang  /  ase  olyfont. 
steadfast  as 'the      stedeuest    and    lestinde  /  ase    jje    zonne  /  jjet   alneway 


sun. 


Might. 


yernj)  /  and  ne  is  neure  wery.  ))a7zne  fer  ne  is  prowesse  : 
bote  uirtue. 

MY3TE. 

No  true  lordship  Alsuo  Jjer  lie  is  iiou  zo])e  Ihordssip  :  bote  ine  mVtue. 
but  in  virtue.  ^  ^^.^^  Ihord  he  is  :  ]?et  to  huam  al  \e  wordle  seruef . 
\Mamus  Ihord-  -^uych  Ihordssip  /  yefj?  man  grace  and  uzVtue.  Vor  hi 
^^P-^  zet    man    spirituellyche    ine   his   ri3te   stat  /  huerinne 

Man  was  made  to  ^^^  wcs  uerst  ymad.  ])e  man  wes  ymad  ine  zuyche 
worfssipe  /  and  ine  zuyche  Ihordssipe  :  fet  he  wes 
Ihord  of  alle  ssepf es  /  fet  were  onder  heuene.  and  to 
huam :  alle  finges  bo3en  /  and  to  huam  no]?ing  ne 
my-te  derye.  and  J?et  is  fe  ri3te  stat  to  man  and  to  his 


rule  over  all  crea- 
tures, 
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Ihordssip.     Ac  ])is  lliordssip  he  leas  be  zenne.  ne  he  hit  ^^^  he  lost  tins 

lordship  by  sin. 

na^t  ayen  ne  ini3te  awynne  :  bote  be  mrtue.    Ac  uirtne  virtue  puts  aii 

thingsagainunder 

arerej?  jjane  man  an  he^  :  and  him  dej?  jje  wordle  onder-  his  foot, 
not  /  and  him  dep  wende  to  henene. 

Virtue  make]?  ]jane  man  /  more  ari^t  Ihord  of  the  virtue  makes  a 

man  more  a  lord 

wordle  :  jja^^ne  by  ]>&  kyng  /  of  his  regne.     Vor  of  jje  than  is  the  king  by 

guodes  of  pe  wordle  /  he  he  J?  ase  moche  ase  his  herte 

wylnej?.     per  is  his  wone  /  and  his  sustinonce  /  and  al 

^et  he  wyle  habbe  /  more  yno^  /  ])a7^ne  habbe  pe  kyng. 

uor  al  jjet  habbe])  pe  guode  /  and  pe  kuede  :    al  hit  is 

his.     Yor  of  zuo  moche  make]?  his  prou  /  and  of  al  hire  it  causes  him  to 

god  /  and  J>onke]7.  and  more  loue]j  /  and  dredef  /  and 

serue]).  ine  ])et  he  yz^p  /  and  knanf  /  ])et  alle  ssep]?es 

hjep   ymad   him   uor   to    serui.     Efterward  /  he    hep  He  is  emperor  of 

himself,  1.  e.,of 

ano]7re  empire  /  uayr  /  an  grat  /  wyfoute  ])et  non  ne  ys  his  body  and 

ary^t  Ihord.  uor  he  is  emperour  of  him-zelue.  J?et  is  of 

his  bodye  :  and  of  his  herte.  huiche  he  demj)  /  and  halt 

ine  guode  payse  /  huerof  he  de])   his  wyl.     Yor   his 

herte  is  zuo  bli]3e  to  pe  wylle  of  gode  :  ]jet  al  pet  god  His  heart  is  ai- 

,,..,.  ,  ^  ^         ^  ways  in  peace,  and 

def  :  al  hit  is  him  uayr.  and  pemj  hep  he  alneway  :  pe  hisbodyisgovern- 
herte  ine  peyse.  and  Jjet  body  gouerne]?  be  pe  wylle  of  God."^ 
god  /  and  al  fet  god  de]j  to  his  bodye  :  he  yelt  Jionkes  /       [poi.  25.  b.] 
and  hym  pay]),  and  ])et  is  pe  Ihordssip  /  ])et  mrtue  jefp  He  gives  thanks 

1,1  1      to  God  for  all  his 

to  ])an  pet  hit  he]).     Hueroi  specf  senekes  pet  zayp^  gifts. 

Ase  moche  worJ)ssipe  /  and  grat  empirete^  of  the  kynge  / 

by  emperour  of  pj-zelue.    A  god  uele  bye])  pev  kynges  /  There  are  many 

-IT       I  111  J.1/   kings  and  empe- 

and  of  barouns  me  pe  wordle  /  ])et  habbe])  casteles  /  rors  that  have 
cites  /  and  regnes  /  ])et  ne  habbe])  na3t  J)is  Ihordssip.  who  have  nouhis 
j)et   of  hare  herten  :  ne  bye])   na^t  Ihordes.  ])et  hyse  io>^<iship. 
tormente])  ofte.  o])er  be  yre  /  o])er  be  euel  wil.  oper  be 
couaytyse  /  o])er  be  wylny[n]gges.  ])et  hy  ne  mo^e  na3t 
uoluelle. 

YrIDOM.  Freedom. 

Efterward  /  non  ne  he]?   uridom  :  bote   he    habbe 
cjrace  /  and  uzVtue.     hanne  yef  ]?ou  wilt  conne  huet  is  There  are  tin-ee 

^  I  *  vi         J  sorts  of  freedom, 

1  So  in  MS. 
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uridoni  ari3t.   J}a/aio  sselt  ))ou  onderstonde  J)et  fe  man 
1.  of  kiiid(naturo),  Imp  J?ii  iiiaiieres  of  uiidom.     ]?e  one  of  keiide.  J)C  ojjre  of 

'i.  ofynice,  3.  ul' 

bliss.  grace  pa  ])ridde  of  blisse. 

1.  Free-will  to  do         )?o  uofste  is  uri-wyl  /  hucf-by  he  may  chyese  /  and 

good  or  evil. 

do  /  uryliclie   ojjer   fet  guod  o))or  Jjet  kuead.      feme 
This  freedom        uridoiii  he  halt  of  god  zuo  uriUche  bet  non  ne  may  }iim 

comes  from  Gotl, 

and  the  devil  can-  do  Avxang.  ne  allo  )?e  dyeulen  of  helle  ne  mo^en  mannes 

not  influence  man  ■>  •  ■%  t  •  ^^  tr 

against  his  will,     wyl  strengjji  to  do  ono  ze?me  wyp-oute  nis  wylle.      Vor 

yef  man.  dede  fet  kuead  toyeans  wylle  :  hit  nere  noi; 

zewne.     Yor  non  ne  zene-^e])  ine  J?et  he  ne  may  na^t 

bevly.  ase  zayj?  saynt  austyn.  uridom  habbe])  alle  men. 

ac  hit  is  ybounde  ine  children  /  and  ine  foles  /  and  yne 

wytlease  /  fet   ne   habbe]>   nenne   skele  /  huer-by   hi 

cowne    chyese:    fet    guode    iiram    pe    kueade.     perno 

Man  loses  his  free-  uridom  fe  man  benymf  him-zelue  ine  grat  del.  hua?zne 

neth  deadly,  he  zene^e]?  dyadliche.  uor  him-zelue  zel]?  :  uor  fane  lost 

of  fe  ze7?ne.    and  him-zelue  "y^lt  to  ]je   dyeule  /  and 

and  becometh  the  becom])  liis  Jjiel  to  J)e  zewuc.  ZUO  fct  he  ne  may  hit 

^^  ^  *  *  *        uorfrawe  to  his  ^vylle  /  fet  he  he]?  ymad  zyker  :  bote  fe 

grace  of  god  him  helpe. 

2.  Freedom  of  pQ  opeY  uridom  is  f  e  ilke  /  fet  habbef  pe  guodemen 
Those  have  this  ^^  fi^e  wor[d]le  /  fet  god  hejj  yvryd  be  gmce  /  and  be 
freedom  who  by     -^irtue  I  uram  be  breldome  of  be  dyeule  and  of  zewne  : 

grace  and  virtue  '  ^      *  T         <] 

are  no  longer        |jet  hi  ne  bveb  brellcs.  ne  to  gold  /  ne  to  zeluer  /  ne  to 

slaves  of  sin.  ''  J    r  r  o  /  / 

hare  caroyne.  ne  to  ]?e  guodes  of  fortune  /  fet  fe  dyaf  : 

ne  may  benime.     Ac  hy  habbef  hire  herten  zuo  arered 

They  care  not  a     ^^  S^^  '  f  ®^  ^^  ^^  prayse])  J>e  wordle  :  bote  ane  botoun. 

world?  and"'Lad  ^^^  ^^  ^®  ^^^^^f  ^^T^^'  ^®  ^^^-  ^®  ^^^  misual.  ne 
neither  king  nor  pouerte.  ne  ssame.  ne  dyab.  uor  hi  byeb  half  deade.  and 

earl,  nor  life  nor      ^  <^    j  ./    x 

^eath,  habbe  J)  fe  herten  zuo  todeld  uram  fe  loue  of  fe  wordle  : 

fet  hi  abide])  and  wylne]?  fane  dyaf  /  ase  def  f e  guode 

but  desire  death    workman  his  ssepe.  and  be  lezere  his  heruest.  and  bo 

as  the  reaper  longs  _  ■'  ^ 

for  harvest.  f  et  bye  J)  ine  wo  of  ze  :  guod  port,  and  f  e  prisons  :  hare 

deliureonse.  and  f e  pylgrym  :  his    contraye.     and  fise 
byef  stedeuestliche  uri  /  ase  me  may  by  ine  t)ise  wordle. 

Tliey  dread  no*       -tt        i  .  ,  ,  , 

thing  but  God.       V  or  111  ne  leue]}  /  ne  drede]?  nofing  bote  god  and  bye]j 
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ine  greate  pays  of  lierte.  uor  liy  liys  habbe))  yzet   ine 

god  and  bye]?  nye^  ine  paradys  be  wylnynge.     And  j?e 

like  viydom  :  com]?  of  grace  :  and  of  u^?•tue. 

A  c  yet  eft  bis  vridom  :  ne  is  bote  breldom  /  to  be  3.  The  third  free- 
dom is  far  greater 

zy3j)e  /  of  fe  j^ridde  uridome.  fet  habbej)  j?o  fet  bye]?  than  the  other 

two. 

nye^  deliured  /  of  bodye  /  and  of  al.  and  myd  gode 
bye])  /  nou  ine  bis  glorie.  Jtise  bye])  zo])liche  vry.  uor 
by  byeb  delyured  of  alle  wo  /  of  drede  /  of  deabe  /  and  Those  who  have 

'^      ^    r  J  I  I  r     I  this  freedom  are 

of  ze?2ne.    of  wanhope.  of  gyle,  and  of  be  wordle.   of  deiirered  from  aii 

W08,  from  dread 

zor^e.  and  of  alle  pyne  of  berte  /  and  of  bodye  :  wy])-  ofdeath,  from  sin 

.  o  t  t  ■  I  •  ^^^  sorx'ow,  for 

oute  comynge  ayen.  oi  nuycne  ])inges  /  non  ne  is  iiry  they  are  now  in 
ine  ])ise  wordle  :  huet  bi  is  y-do.  ^^°'^^' 

Noblesse. 

Nobility. 

Hvo  fet  ])anoJ)rene  urydom  huer-of  icb  habbe  yspeke 
my^te  habbe  :  to  greate  noblesse  hit  ssolde  come.     ])q  True  nobiuty 

,,  /  „  ,         ,  ^T-  Cometh  of  the  gen- 

zo])e  noblesse  /  com  J)  oi    ])e   gentyle    herte.     Vorzo])e  tie  heart. 

non  herte  ne  is  gentyl :  bote  he  lonie  god.  J)a?^ne  fer  ne 

is  non  noblesse  :  bote  to  semi  god  an  louye.  ne  vyleynye.  The  gentle  heart 

T     ,       .  .  .  ,  '/IT       loves  God  and 

bote  me  ])e  contrane  fet  is  god  to  wrefi  /  and  to  do  hates  sin. 
zenne.     Non    ne   ys   ari3t   gentyl  /  ne    noble  /  of    ])e  No  one  hoideth 
gentilesse  of  ])e  bodye.     Yor  ase  to  ])e  bodye  :  alle  we  from  the  body ; 

i,i'ii  r.  1  1     1    '       r       1  Ti?  for  we  are  all  chil- 

byep  children  oi  one  moder,  fet  is  oi  er])e  :  and  ol  wose.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 
huer-of  we  nome  alle  :  uless  and  blod.  of  fo  zide  :  non  eartirand  mud^ 
ne  is  ari^t  pjentil  /  ne   vri.     Ac  oure  ri^te  uader  /  is  our  right  father 

y      o  I  ■>  'is  King  of  heaven, 

kyng  of  heuene  /  ])et  made  fet  body  of  fe  er))e.  and 
ssop  ])e  zaule  to  his  anlycnisse  an  to  his  fourme.  An 
al  ase  hit  is  of  J)e  uader  ulesslich  fet  niochel  is  bhfe  / 
huawne  his  children  him  bye])  ylych.  al-zuo  hit  is  of 
oure  uader  gostlich  /  ])et  be  wrytinges  /  an  be  his  zondes  / 
ne  let  na3t   ous  to  somony  /  and  bidde  /  fet  we  zette  and  He  sent  His 

,      -\        -y  •        •^•    -y  ^     ,  1  i.      ^  '      son  Jesus  Christ 

payne  :  to  by  mm  ilicli.  and  peruore  he  ous  zente  nis  ^^  ^ring  us  the 
bUssede  zone  Ihesu  crist  in-to  erbe  /  uor  to  brenge  ous  ^^^  pattern, 

J      /  o  whereby  we  are 

be  zobe  uorbisne  /  huer-by  we  byeb  yssape  to  his  ymage  /  fo™ed  to  ms 

,  ,  .      image  and  fair- 

and  to  his  uayrhede  /  ase  byef  J)0  ])et  wonyef  ine  his  ness. 
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hti3o    cite    of   iKiueno.     ])ct    hyi'p    ])u    angles  /  and    fe 

hal3en  of  j)«raclis  /  liuer  ech  is  fe  more  }ie3  /  and  Jje 

more  noble  /  Jje  more  proprelicho    jjet  he  LerJ?  Jjc  ilke 

The  holy  mim  in    uayre    ymage.     And    Jjeruore    ])e    lioly    man    ine    jjise 

tliis  world  endea-  i     i  •       ^  ii-i- 

vours  to  know  mid  wordle   dej)   al   his   herte  /  and  al  his  payne  to  knawe 

god    and    louye.     And   of   hire    herte  :  alle    zemie    to 

The  more  the        waynvc.     Vor  be  more   bet  be  herte  is  clene  /  and  be 

heart  is  dean.  *^     "^  ^  ^       ^  I  Y 

the  more  oi)eniy     uayrcr  :  zuo  mochc  he  yzy3j7  Jje  face  of  Tesu  crist  fe 

he  seeth  the  face  of  ,.,  ,,  ,     ,  ^       ^  •  .  ti 

Jesus.  more  openliche.  and  fe  more  ]?et  he  his  yzy3|)  openliche  : 

J)e  more  he  him  louej)  Jje  stranglaker.  ]je  more  he  him 
liknej)  propreliche.  And  J?et  is  fe  zofe  noblesse  /  fet 
make]?  ous  godes  zones.  And  feruore  zay])  ri3t  wel 
saynd  ion  Jje  apostel.  nor  Jjawne  we  ssolle  by  godes 
children,  and  we  ssolle  by  him  ylich  propreliche  liuaTzne 

In  paradise  we      -yve  liiw  ssollc  yzy  /  ase  he  ys  openliche.  bet  ssel  by  ine 

Bhall  see  God 

openly  as  He  is.     his  blysse  I  huawne  we  ssolle  by  ine  paradys.  uor  hyer 

We  here  see  Him  .  ,  iipt/ij  I'i 

asinaghxss         ^^  zyj?  non  oiiwry3e  fe  uayrhede  oi  god  /  bote  ase  hit 
^^^^^'  by  ine  ane  ssewere.  ase  zayf  sainte  panel.     Vor  J)a?me 

we  him  ssolle  yzy  face  to  face  clyerlyche. 

True  nobihty  be-  j^c  zoJ>e  iioblcsse    J?a?2ne  of  man  begyn])    hyer  be 

fs  compieteTin"'  grace  /  and  be  u?>tue.  and  is  uolueld  ine  blysse.     jpise 

noblesse  makef  Jje  holy  gost  ine  herte  J?et  he  clenze]) 

ine  cleTznesse  /  and  aly3t  ine  zofnesse.  and  uoluelj?  ine 

charite.     jpise  bye]?  fe  fri  greteste  guodes  :  fet  god  yefjj 

fe  angles,  ase  zay]?  saint  denys.  huer-by  hy  bye}?  yliche 

This  nobility  the    to  hare  sseppere.     And  ])us  workej?  fe  holy  gost  ine  fe 

Holy  Ghost  work-    ii  n  -i  i  I  j    x.  •   i.  I  x. 

eth  in  the  heart,     hcrteii  01  giiodo  men  06  gr«ce  /  and  be  u^rtlle  /  huer- 
by  hy  bye]?  ymad  to  ]?e  ymage  /  and  to  ]?e  anlycnesse  of 
Heraisethmenup  god  /  ase  hit  may  by  ine  bise  lyue.  uor  he  his  arere]?  zuo 

to  God, 

ine  god  /  and  his  beclep]?  zuo  ine  his  loue  /  fet  al  hare 

[Foi.  25.  b.]      ^Yyi  I  and  al  hare  onderstondinge  is  /  ]?et  is fet 

is  hare  be]?enchinge  ]?et  is  ywent  ine  god.  ]7is  loue. and 

J?is  'vvylnynge  /  ]?et  ioyne]?  /  and  one]?   zuo  J?e  herte  to 

so  that  their  will    god  :   ]?et  he  ne  may  oj^er  fing  ^vyliiy  :  o]?er  fa/aie  god 

is^one  wit  1    0  b  ^y^y^^  ^^^  ]^^  ^^  habbej?  betuene  god  and  ham  :  bote  on- 

lepi  wyl.  and  ]?a?zne  to  ]?e  ymage  /  and  to  ]?e  anliknesse 
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of  god.  ase  me  may  liabbe  in  erjje.  and  fet  is  ])Q  grat- 
teste  noblesse  /  and  ])G  he^este  gentilesse  /  J^et  me  may 
to  bopye  :  and  cliue.     A.  god  /  bou  by  bye  J)  uer  m^am  Far  from  God  are 

those  who  are  so 

})ise  he^nesse  /  po  Jjet  make]?  bam  zuo  quaynte  of  ]je  ilke  proud  of  their  no- 

poure  noblesse  J?et  bi  babbej)  of  bare  moder  ]?e  er])e  /  theJarth^"  '°™ 

J)et  berj)  and  noryssef  azewel  Ipe  bogges  :  ase  by  def  Jie  ^^^^'^  nounsheth 

kinges.  and  by  bam  yelpejj  of  bare  gentylete  /  uor  jjet  kings. 

by  wene]?  by  of  gentile  woze.  and  jje  ilke  ke?zrede  :  by 

conne  ri3t  wel  telle.     And  ]?e  oj^re  zyde  by  ne  lokej? 

na3t  /  buer-of  bam   com]?    jje   zofe   noblesse  /  and  jje 

gentil  kenrede.     Hy  ssolden  loki  to  bare  zobe  uorbysne  we  should  look  to 

our  true  exemplar 

Ihesu    crist  /  fet    most    louede  /  and    worssipede   bis  Jesus  Christ, 
moder  :  ba?2ne  eure  dede  eny  ober  man.  and  alneway  ^!^°  has  said  that 

■T  'J      s  -J     His  mother  and 

hua?zne  me  \^\m  zede.  '  sire  :  bi  moder  /  and  bi  cosyn  /  ^^^  cousins  are 

'  I  r  J       I    t,]jose  who  do  the 

]?e  akse]?.'  He  ansnerede.  ^  buo  ys  my  moder  /  and  biio  wuiofGod. 
bye]?  myne  cosynes  ?  buo  f et  dej>  fe  wyl  of  myne  iiader 
of  beuene  :  be  is  my  brofier  /  and  my  zoster  /  and  my 
moder.'  Vor  fis  is  ]?e  noble  zyde  /  and  ])q  gentyl 
kende  /  fer-of  com]?  /  and  wext  ine  berte  :  zo]?e  blisse  / 
ase  of  fe  o]?ren  ydele  noblesse  :  wext  prede  /  and  ydele 
bbsse. 

Gentyl  guod.  GentieWood. 

Nou  icb  fie  babbe  al  uollicbe  ysseawed  fet  icli  leue.  There  is  notinni? 

,  .,,.../   worthy   ofhon- 

])et  ]?er  ne  is  non  guod  ary^t  worfssipuol :   bote  u?rtue  /  our  except  virtue 

and  cbaryte.  pet  is  uayr  loue  of  god.     ]pet  per  ne  is  non  ^'^  ^''"^  ^' 

oper  guod  profitable.     )pis  ous  wytnessep  saynte  paul 

pet  zayp  alsuo.    '  Yef  icb  bedde  zuo  mocbe  wyt  ine  me  / 

pot  icb  coupe  alle  clergyes.  alle  specbes.  and  speke  alse  Learning-,  speech, 

,  ,  /      ,  T  1     •   1  1  1         liberality,  &c.,  are 

wel  ase  my^te  man  /  oper  angel,  and  icli  coupe  gocles  worthless  without 

p?'mites  /  and  bis  redes,  and  yef  icb  betoke  my  body  to  ^^^^"'^y- 

sla^e.  and  yeue  al  pet  icb  babbe  to  pe  poure.  and  dede 

by  miracle  pe  belles  Ibeape  uram  one  stede  /  to  anopre. 

bote-yef  icb  ne  bedde  pe  mVtue  of  cbarite  :  al  bit  nere 

me  na3t  worp.'     Nou  nim  bede  pet  zaynte  paul  pet  me  if,asstPaui 

ssel  wel  yleue.  ous  bep  byer  ynemned  /  pe  meste  gentile  possessions  profit- 


[Fol.  27.  a.] 
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eth  nothii.R  with-  guodos  /  ))et  man  may  do  /  and  ])et  mest  were  ywoned  : 

to  by  worjj.  and  p/'otiti.     )?ct  byej?  [J^e]  purueyonces  of 

bodye.  and  8la3j)e  to  Jjolye.  helpe  poure.  to  wendo  Jjune 

zenuoUe.  and  connynge.  an  speches.  and  [he]  zay))  fet  alle 

fise  guodes  wyjj-oute  charite  :  ne  bye)j  na3t  wor]?.  and 

how  shall  less       joi  fisG  guodcs  nc  bye])  na3t  worJj  :    hou  ssolde  lesse 

goo  8  aval  ?         guodes  by  worJ»  ?     })is  Jji-zelf  ))e  niy3t  yzy  be  skele  Jjet 

hyer  beuore  me  he]?  yzed.  zuo  nioche  is  wor)?  J^e  man  : 

ase  is  wor]?  his  land,  jjet  is  ase  zof  /  ase  pater  noste?*. 

wiio  that  most      Huo  fct  wcl  ondeistawt.  hou  /  and  huer-by  /  \>e  man  is 

most.  wor]}  /  ojjcr  na3t  /  ofer  zomdel  /  ofer  more  ojjer  lesse  / 

and  pet  ne  is  non  drcde  /  ]3et  /  ])et  ne  by  charite  /  and 

Jie  loue  of  god.     Vor  huo  fet  mest  he])  :  mest  is  wor]). 

and  huo  ])et  lest  hef  :   lest  is  worf.  huo  fet  na3[t]  ^  ne 

he]}  :  na3t  ne  is  wor]?.     Vor  huo  moche  J?e  man  het  of 

timliche  guodes  /  ase  bye]?  /  gold  /  an  zeluer.  an  richesses. 

o]?er  guodes  gostliche.  o]?er  kendeliche  /  ase  bye]?  /  creft/ 

and  queyntyse.  wyt  /  and  clergye.  strengj?e  /  and  prou- 

How  shall  we  say  esse.  and  o]?re  guodes.      Hou  ssel  ich  zygge  pet  hi  do]? 

that  those  do  good  iii  ti    i  n  i    i 

who  shall  hereafter  guod  /  J?a7zne  he  ssel  by  fe  more  zoruollaker  yda??2ned  / 

be  damned  in  hell,  t.i.iT_-i  i-i.  i.         -  j.       r   ^  j        ij.  i 

because  they  have  ^^^^  P ®  "^  ^®  ^^^  benotej)  na3t  ari3t.  01  ]?e  guodes  ]?et  god 
abused  the  gifts  of  j^'^^  hcdde  yleud  uor  to  \vinne.     Efterward  yef  he  de]? 

workes  bodylyche  /  as  do]?  ]?ise  zuynkeres  /  and  ]?ise 
Bodily  works  and  gememeu.     0]?er  yef  he  de]?  workes  gostliche.  ase  bye]? 

spiritual  deeds  i  t  r>  • 

are  nothing  with-  uestingcs.  beues.  ssrcdc  ]?e  poure.  here  ]?e  here,  yef  he  is 

out  charity.  i       • ,  •  i  •,  •     i  • 

wy]?-oute  charite :  zo]?  uor  to  zigge  :  nit  ne  is  him  na3t 
wor]?.  Vor  J?eruore  /  pe  more  mede  to-uore  god  him  ne 
wor]?  ]?e  ra]?re  /  yef  he  sterf  ]?  ^vy]?-oute  charite  :  y-damned 
ha  wor]?.  Ac  ]?e  ilke  fet  he]?  u?'rtue  and  charite  guode  / 
of  al  fet  god  him  zent  ine  ]?ise  wordle  /  of  al  he  de]?  his 
nyede.  and  of  al  he  wyn]?  :  grace  of  blysce. 
Charity  is  good  Charite  is  a  guod  chapfare  /  ]?et  oueral  wynf  /  and 

chaffer,  that  every-  t         ,        ^^       ,  ^  ,ii, 

where  wins  and  noiic  tuuc  ne  lyest.  alle  ]?e  guode  panewor]?es  hy  bay]?, 
and  de]?  alneway  his  nyede.  and  na3t  uorJ?an  :  hy  he]? 
alneway  hire  peny  ayen  /  J?et  is  J?e  loue  of  herte  /  l?et  is_^ 
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godes  peny  /  hiier-mide  me  bayb  /  alle  be  guodes  of  be  Theioveoftiie 

—  .--  -  -•  ■"  ■•        heart  is  God's 

wordle  /  and  alneway    ha  hleip    uor  euremo  /  ine  jje  penny,  wherewith 

T  1      .      •  1  111-  1  r^i        -i  -»    ^^^  may  buy  all 

purse.     JLoue  nej?  me  eche  stede  his  zales.     Charite  the  goods  of  tiie 

■vvynj?  in  eche  jjinge.   and    playntes.   and    hy    he])   ]?e 

maystrie  :    ine  alle  batayles.     Hi  de]?  /  ]?et  asemoche  charity  is  ever 

is  wor])  to  onenen  iieste  enne  day  :  ase  to  anofren  :  al  "onduct. '"  ^^^ 

ane  lenten.    Hi  de]) '  /  fet  ase  moche  is  wor]?  o  peny  to 

onen  ]jet  ha  yef])  :  ase  to  anofren  :  an  hondred  pond. 

Zygge  a  pater  noster  :  ase  to  anofren  a  sautyer.  and  Jjet 

ne  is  uor  non  ofre  skele  :    bote  uor  fet  /  Ipet  zuo  moche 

is  worj)  ])e  man  /  zuo  moche  bye])  wor])  his  workes.   Vor 

J)e  more  fet  he  hef  zofe  loue  :  J)e  more  he  wynj)  eche 

daye.     Loue  is  ])e  wy^te  ine  fe  balance  [zayf]  saynt  Love  is  the  weight 

-,,,,,  ,  ,  •  ^  to  the  balance. 

Michel,  uor  non  olpev  fmg  ne  may  we^e  :  hu.a?me  me 
com])  to  nime  ech  his  ssepe  :  bote  loue  and  charite.  and 
feruore  ich  zigge  /  fet  fer  ne  is  non  guod  profitable  There  is  no  profit- 

,  able  good  but  love 

aperteliche  /  and  a  ri3t  speke  :    bote  uayr  loue  /  and  and  charity. 
charite. 

Of    tug   LOSTUOLLE    guodes.  OftwolustM 

(pleasing)  goods. 

Ase  god  made  man  of  body  an  of  zaule  :  alzuo  he 
him  he])  y-yeue  tuo  manere  guodes  lostuolle  /  uor  his 
herte  to  him  dra3e.  ine  huychen  bye])  alle  fe  zofe  lostes. 
be  uerste  p;uod  w^b-oute  :    byeb  ])e  vif  ^rv^ttes  of  be  i-  The  five  wits 

^  ^  "^^  "^    ^    ^  -^  -r      (senses)  of  the 

bodye.  be  zy^pe  be  hyer])e.  /  be  smellinge.  be  zuel^ynge.  body 

and  be  takynge.  ]?ise  uif  wytes  /  bye])  ase  uif  condwys  /  are  as  five  chan- 

huerby  ])e  lostuolle  guodes  of  fe  wordle  guof  in-to  fe  lustfui  goods  enter 

herte  uor  to  deliti  /  and  uor  ham  zouke  to  ])e  zolpe  lostes/  Hgjit it.^ 

pet  bye])  ine  god  to  louie.   Yor  al  ])e  lost  of  ])ise  wordle  / 

fet  habbe])  Ipe  vif  wyttes  /  ne  bye])  bote  a  drope  of  deau/  The  lusts  cpiea- 

to  ])e  zi3])e  of  ])e  welle.  ac  of  ])e  greate  ze  /  huer-of  aUe  world  are  only  a 

])ise  guodes  come]),  fe  drope  of  ])e  deawe  hua?2ne  me  his  f^^  al-ed  with  th 

zykb  auer:  anlyknel)  to  ane  stone,  of  pris.   ac  hua?^ne  ^^'^ii  and  the  great 

•^     ■•  <J  r  x-  sea  of  God  s  bless- 

me  wen])  hine  nime :  he  ualj)  agrund  /  and  to  na^te  in^s- 
becom]).      Alsuo  ])e   playinges   of  fe  wordle  /  and  fe      [Foi.  27.  b.] 
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The  wise  men 
long  for  the  love 
of  God, 


the  more  they 
see  the  sweet 
drops,  the  more 
tliey  desire  to 
come  to  the  well. 


lostcs  of  Jju   vif  wyttes   liuaAiiiu   mo   hi.sc  Jjcng])  /  and 

The  lustH  of  the     sseppc))  /  aiid  sscawo]?  nioche  of  pris  :  ac  liua/me  me  hisc 

dreams  that  come  ^^^^  '•    '^^^^  ^^i  ^^Y^'lp   uoiloro  /  and  becomej)  nsL^t  I  and 

""^^  ^"'  mctinges.  j^cnch  of  J?e  lost  of  uornyere  /  and  of  metinge 

of  ny^t  /  fou  sselt  ysy  Jjot  hit  is  al  on.   an  haste  guoj)  : 

and  zone  come]),  ine  none  manere  uelle  ne  may.  and  Jjet 

ine  one  droj^e  is  zuo  moche  zuetnesse  /  fet  hy  ssel  by  fe 

zuetness  of  al  J?e  welle.     And  feruore  fe  wyse  and  fe 

holy   man  *  ine  fise  wordle  /  ine  al  fet  hi  zyej)  and 

smackcjj  of  ]je  guodes  lostfollo  of  jjise  wordle  :  herycj? 

god.  and  fe  more  wylnef  fe  loue  of  him.  and  J?e  more 

fet  hy  yzej)  f e  zuete  dropes :  pe  more  hy  wylnef  to 

come  to  Jje  welle.     And  feruore  fet  hi  wytejj  wel  /  Jjet 

fe  more  me  loue  J)  Jjane  drope  :  fe  more  me  uor-yet  fe 

welle.  and  ])e  more  f et  lykej)  fe  zuetnesse  of  ]?e  wordle  : 

The moreone  loves  V)q  lesse  me  wylncb  /  be  zuetnesse  of  ^od.  beruore  myd 

the  sweetness  of-*^  J         r  I    r  or  J 

the  world,  the  less  allc  be  houdeu  bet  hy  moae  /  hi  nemeb   and  useb.  be 

one  desires  the  ^  r  >j  j     i  t  r     i 

sweetness  of  God.    lostcs  ulessliclie  /  and  fe  ple3es.  fet  be  fe  vif  wyttes 

comef. 
They  are  fools  A.  god  hou  hi  byeb  foles  /  and  more  fawne  a  best. 

and  worse  than 

beasts  who  think  f et  wytcj)  fet ./  fet  body  of  man  :  is  fe  meste  poure 
greater  til  an  the  makyngc.  and  fe  vileste  fet  is.  and  fe  spirit  of  man  :  is 
}pQ  zaulc.  and  ys  fe  nobleste  f ing  /  an  J?e  he3este  ssepjje 
Jjet  may  by.  and  na^t  uorfan  /  hy  mo^e  wene  /  fet  more 
bye])  zuete  /  and  lostuoUer  /  fe  guodes  fet  come])  by  fe 
bodye  :  fawne  ])0  ])et  come})  be  fe  goste.  fet  byef  zofe 
guodes  /  and  clene  /  and  lestynde  /  and  mo^e  fe  herte 
velle  and  uoluelle.  Zueche  guodes  yeff  god  to  man 
ine  }>ise  wordle.  huanne  he  yeff  pays  of  herte.  and  fe 
maystr/e  of  his  vyendes.  and  blisse  of  inwyt  hua/zne  he 
uoluelj)  fe  herte  of  loue.  and  of  blisse  gostlych  /  and 
him  adreng])  of  ane  zuetnesse  wonderuol.  zuo  fet  he  ne 
Such  bliss  is  not    j^^y  hi?/z  hycalde  /  ne  him-zelue  yuele.      Of  zuyche 

to  be  compared  _  " 

with  the  lusts  of    blisse  /  and  of  zuyche  loste  /  no  liknesse  /  ne  non  com- 

the  world.  .  ^  ,       .  /  i   •         i      . 

pansoun  ne  may  by  yuounde  me  yoyes  /  and  me  lostes 
of  ])e  wordle  /  ])et  ne  bye])  bote  dropen  to  fe  zi3])e  of  ])e 

1  men  ? 


Spiritual  gifts 
are  the  best,  as 
peace  of  heart, 
victory  over  devils 
and  joy  of  the 
soul. 
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welle  of  zuetnesse.     \)et  is  Jje  welle  huer-of  oure  Ihord  The  true  wiss  is 

,,.        ,.  „         ,,._  ,  Ti.T,i  I  y     o   *''®  ^^'1  whereof 

spekp  me  nis  spelle.   '  Huo  fet  ssel  drinke    ne  zayjj  /  '  oi  our  Lord  speaks  in 

fe  wetere  fet  icli  wylle  y[e]ue  hi?w :  M^  ssel  become  a  welle  /     ^  ^^^^^ ' 

]?et  him  ssel  do  Iheape/in-to  fe  lyue  eurelestynde.'    j)et 

is  ])e  welle  of  blisse  /  and  of  zuetnesse.  of  loue  /  a[n]d 

of  charite.  ]}et  may  uoluelle  f  e  herte  /  and  non  ojjer 

])ing  ]?et  is.     Of  fise  welle  hedde  dauif  y-nome  /  ]?et 

zede  ine  his  sautere.   '0.  god  /  hou  is  nou  grat  /  pe  ofthisweii  David 

mochelhede  /  of  fine  zyuetnesse  ^  fet  f ou  lokest  to  J?ine  psaiten^" 

seruinde  /  and  yetst  to  fine  uryendes.'  And  uorzofe  huo  whose  should 

fet  hedde  wel  ytasted  and  ysmacked  f e  ilke  zuetnesse  nTss^thaVGod'" 

f et  god  yef f  to  his  urendes  :   he  ssolde  onworfi  alle  fe  |!fendV^  ^^^ 

lostes  /  and  alle  f e  blissen  of  fise  wordle.  and  wolde 

chise  /  and  of healde  fe  gostliche  blisse  /  and  ssolde  by  would  despise  aii 

ase  f e  Hke  /  f et  bontef  f et  mele  /  f et  to-delf  fet  flour  "usses  oUh! 

uram  fe  bren.  and  ase  fe  ilke  f et  makef  f e  oyle  /  bet  ^^''^'^• 

ninif  fe  pure  grece  :  and  let  f et  greate  drai.    V  or  blisse 

of  herte  fet  comf  of  god  to  louie  fet  is  zofe  blisse  and  joy  of  heart  is 

ziker  /  ase  zayf   f  e  uorbisne.  f  et   non   ne  hef  zikere  vvhich  comes  of 

blisse  /  bote  yef  hi  come  of  loue.    And  in  fe  \Yrityngge  ^°^^  ^^  ^^^' 

ha  clepef  uile^  /  oure  Ihord  by  be^fe  profete  /  fet  zayf. 

'Ich  Avylle'  zayf  he'^vile^  of  blisse uorwepinge.  alle  blisse/ 

clene  /  and  zof  e  of  herte  /  uor  wop  of  penonce.'    Of  fise  with  the  oii  of 

,,  ,,  ill  1  -I  •  II    ^^'^^  (or  the  oil  of 

oyle  byef  y-smered  /  f  o  f  et  god  hef  ymad  kmges  /  and  cream)  aii  true 

Ihordes  of  fe  wordle  /and  god  zelf  and  fa/zne  is  fe  man  gj^e^rgj"^^  ^^^  ^' 

ziker  cristen/huaTine  he  is  ysmered  myd  fise  holy  crayme. 

Vor  of  crayme  :  is  yzed  crist :  and  of  crist :  cristendom. 

And  huo  bet  is  ysmered  mid  bise  oynement :  bet  is  be  The  ointment  is 

J  '^  y  <^  y  *       the  bliss  and  love 

blisse  /  and  fe  loue  of  god.   he  leuef  ine  god  :  and  god  of  God. 
ine  him.  ase  zayf  saint  Ion  f  e  apostel.  and  f  et  lif  is  of 
cristene  f  et  is  ari^t  to  speke  /  lif  of  man.     ]5et  is  guod 
lyf  and  yblyssed  f  et  cristene  ssolle  yleue  /  and  wylny  to  The  christian 
zeche  :  to  habbe  f  et  lyf  eurelestinde.  uor  he  ne  is  na^t  ufe, 

1  •        1  /  1    1.       1        1  1         1*1,         T_     1     /    for  he  is  not  alive 

aiyue  :  ac  me  langour  /  f  et  ecne  daye  leuef  me  bysyhede  /  ^j^^  g^ch  day 
ine  bo^tes  /  ine  zor::es.  ne  bet  ne  is  na:jt  lyf  of  man  :  ac  ^^^'^p^.^"  ^^''^f. 

i     ■>         I  ?  I  ?       rJ  anxieties,  and  sor- 

of  child  /  f  et  nou  wepf  /  nou  Ihe^f  /  and  nou  is  wel  an  ™^^- 
1  he  ?  *  Written  for  oyle  ^  So  in  MS. 


94  man's  soul  is  like  a  garden. 

Neither  i8  it  the     ovsG  :  and  nou  is  oucle  anevso.  nou  is  wrob  /  noii  is  iiie 

life  of  nuiii,  but  of      "^  *^  ^   ' 

a  child,  who  alter-  payso.  iiou  in(3  blissG,  iioii  inc  zor^e. 

iiately  hiujjlm  aial 

weeps.  |)a/aie  huo  )?(!t  wyle  ledo  guod  lif :    zeclie    ))et  he 

habbo  /  |)et  zo)je  guod.  and  Jjawne  ssel  he  habbe  lyf 
worjjssipuol  lyf.  lostuol.  and  p?'ofi table,  and  J?a7zne  he 

Whoso  seeks  true  sscl  libbc  ase  a  man.  Jjet  is  to  zigge  :  zikerlyche.  hollyche. 

happiness  shall  tttitt  j  -i 

have  honourable     Avysliche,  and  blisuolliche  wyf-outc  zor^e.  and  to  zuiche 
and  profitabre.       lyuG  mo  comj)  :  oJ)er  be  g7*aco  /  ofer  be  uirtue.  and  na3t 
ojjerlaker. 

Of  virtue  more  specialliche. 
We  have  now  con.         Noii  icli  ))e  habbe  aboiie  yssewed  generalliche  fe 
the  dignfty, worth,  dingnetc  /  and  jje  wor|)  /  and  Jje  guodnesse  :  of  lurtu  / 
virtue,  ^ "  ^^^  ^^  charitc  :  and  hueruore  me  ssel  hise  zeehe.     Vor 

which  leads  to  joy,  grat  uieme  fer  com]}  his  uor  to  habbe.  blisse.  worfssipe  / 

honour,  and  life  -i    t     p  t        •      i  *  / 

everlasting.  and  lyi  euielestinde.     Ac  uor  fan  /  pet  me  ne  knaujj 

na^t  zuo  wel  fet  ping  ine  general  /  ase  me  dej)  in 
special :  peruore  hyer  ys  myn  y^vyl  to  spekene  of  uirtue 
more  openliche.  zuo  pet  ech  pet  wylle  ine  pise  boc 
studye  :  mo3e  his  lyf  ordeyni  be  uzVtue  /  and  be  guode 

It  is  not  enough  to  cledcs.     Yor  opcrlakcr  litel  hit  him  ssolde  by  worb  to 

know  what  is  ■"  «/  / 

good,  unless  we      conne  pet  guod  :  bote  me  hit  dede.    Yor  ase  zayp  saynt 

perform  it.  ^ 

He  sinneth  who      iacob.     He  pet  can  guod  /  and  ne  dep  hit  na3t :  per  is 
belief.  ze??ne  /  yef  he  misdep.     Fol  he  is  pet  can  pane  ri^te 

way  /  and  be  his  \vytinde  mysgep. 
The  Holy  Writ  j)q  holy  Writ  comparisoncb  be  zaule  and  of  be  guode 

compares  the  soul  ^  •/  j.  /    /  j     o 

of  the  good  man     ma??ne  /  an   of  pe    guode   AvyfmaTzne  :    to    ane    uayre 

or  woman  to  a  fair 

garden,  gardyne  uol  of  grenhede  /  and  of  uayre  trawes  /  and  of 

tiill  of  ErrcGnnoss 

ftiir  trees,  and  of    guod  ffut.     Huerof  god  zayp  ine  pe  boc  of  loue.     '  My 

^""    ^"^  ■  zoster  /  my  lemman  pou  art  a  gardin  besset  /  myd  tuo 

ssetteles.'  pet  is  pe  grace  of  god  /  and  of  angles.     J?erne 

This  garden  set-  i  /  •  i  i         / 

teth  the  great        gardyu  zctte  pc  greate  gardyner  /  pet  is  god  pe  uader  / 

lather,^''  °     '^  huawnc  he   nhessep  pe  herte  /  and  makep  zuete  /  and 

tretable  /  ase   wex   ymered.  and  ase  land  guod^   and 

agrayped  /  and  worpi  pet  hy  by  yzet  mid  guode  ympen. 

when  He  soften-    j)e    like   ympeu  byep    pe    uzrtues  /  pet   pe    holy  gost 

eth  the  heart.  i       7        7  /j-         j\  i        -i  j 

^  ydegua  (digged)  has  been  erased. 
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be-deaweb  myd  his  Q:r«ce.     Godes  zone  bet  is  be  zobe  The  branches  are 

\  ,  the  virtues  bedew- 

zonne  be  be  uirtiie  of  his  clernesse  :  deb  ham  wexe  an  ed  by  the  grace  of 

^  .         /        ^^  the  Holy  Ghost. 

ne3  /  and  proiite. 

Of    ])UI    JpINGES    NYEDUOLLE    TO    JpE    ERJPB.  Of  three  things 

needful  to  the 

j)jse  Jjri  Jinges  byejj  nyeduolle  to  alle  fe  finges  f>et  earth. 

^  .  ^        1.  Good  mould. 

m  Jje  eilpe  wexe]?.  Guod  molde.  wocnesse  nonssynde.  2.  Nourishing 
and  renable  hete.  wydoute '  f  ise  jjri  jjinges  gosthche  /  ne  ™Xasonabie 
mo^e  J3e  ympen  of  mVtue  /  ne  wexe  /  ne  here  frut.  fise  ^^^^j^^^^j  ^^^^^ 
binges  /  makeb  be  grace  of  be  holy  gost  mid  herte.  and  ^^""g^  ^^^^  boughs 

f      ^       I  r  r     &  rJto  ^    of  virtue  win  not 

hi  dej)  al   greny  /  and   fiouri.    and    here    frut.  and   hi  bear  fruit. 

make])  alsuo  /  alse  a  paradis  er])lich  to  lykerous.  uol  of 

giiode  traues  /  and  of  frut  /  and  precious.     Ac  ase  god 

zette  paradys  er]?lich  uol  of  guode  trawes  /  and  of  frut.  as  God  set  in 

and  amydde  zette  a  trau  /  J>et  me  clepef  :  Jiet  trau  of  of  iiVe  amidst 

lyue.  hueruore  ])et  his  frut  hedde  nyede  to  loky  Jjet  lyf  /  ^^^^^  ^^^  *^^^^' 

to    ]7an   J)et    hit    ssolde    ete  /  wy]?oute  steruinge  /  and 

wypoute  zyknesse.  and  wylp-oute  ealdinge.  and  wyf-oute 

fyeblesse.     Alsuo  de]j  gostliche  to  ]3e  herte  ])q  greate  so  God  hath  set 

.  the  tree  of  life 

gardyner.    Ipet  is  god  ]?e  uader.      Vor  he  he])  y-zet  ])e  amidst  the  tree  of 

trawes   of  uw'tue  /  and  amydde  ])et  trau  of  lyue.  ])et 

is  lesu  crist  /  ])et  zay])  ine  his  spelle.     ^  Pie  ])et  eth  my  that  is  jesus 

Christ 

uless  /  and  dring]?  my  blod  :  he  he])  lyf  eui^elestinde.' 

jpis  trau  grenej)  and  uayrej)  be  his  uf/'tue  :  alle  ])o  ine 

paradis.     Be  fe  uw'tue  of  ])ise  trawe  wexe])  /  fiorisse])  /  This  tree  causes 

and  makeb  frut :  alle  Ipe  ohve  trawes.    Ine  bise  trawe  al 

^  '         ^  ^  '  The  tree  Is  to  be 

hit  ys  guod  al  ])et  ])er  is.     )?is  trau  is  to  alowe  /  and  to  praised  for  its 

.       ,  .  _-r  root,  its  wood,  the 

louie  /  uor   manye   ])mges.      V  or    ])e   rote.      V  or  pane  tiower,  the  smeu, 
wode.     Vor  ])et  flour.     Yor  pane  smel.    Yor  ])e  leaues.  fruit,^ard'its  fair 
Yor  ])et  frut.     And  uor  his  uayre  ssed.     J5e  rote  of  ])ise  The  root  of  the 
trawe  /  bet  is  the  wel  greate  loue  /  and  to  moche  charite  !;™^  ^*  the  love  of 

I    '  "  '  God,  which 

of  god  be  uader  /  hueruore  he  ous  louede  zuo  moche  /  redeemed  his 

,  .  wicked  thralls  by 

j)et  uor  his  kueade  ])rel  to  begge  :  he  yaf  his  wel  guode  the  wood  of  his 

1   1  •         1    1  •  1  T  /  1  good  Son. 

zone,  and  him  denurede  to  fe  dya])e  /  and  to  torment,  ofthis  root  speaks 
Of  J)ise  rote  spek])  J)e  p?'ofete  /  and  zay}).  fiet  *a  yerd  ssel  hes^js,^'^i^7o^'^ 


guo  out  of  ])e  rote  of  yesse.'  ])et  word  is  worf)  ase  moche  /  root^o^Jessl^'^&c 


he 
&c. 
1  So  ill  MS. 
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THE    TREE    OF    LIFE  :    ITS    BOUGHS. 


The  wood  ia  tlio 
flc'nh  ufCliri.st. 
Tlie  pith  was  Hiu 
holy  soul. 

The  rind  was  His 
fair  conversation. 
Tlie  sap  was  His 
tears,  sweat,  water 
and  blood. 


The  leaves  were 
His  holy  words, 
the  llowers  His 
holy  thoufjhts, 
the  fruit  His 
twelve  apostles. 


The  boughs  in  one 
sense,  are  all  the 
elect. 


In  another  sense 
they  are  His  vir- 
tues and  examples, 
vvhicli  he  showed 
to  His  private 
friends. 


[Fol.  29.  a. 


when  on  the 
mount  He  opened 
His  mouth  and 
said : — 

"  Blessed  be  the 
poor  of  spirit, 
for  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  is 
theirs,"  &c.,  &c., 
&c. 


These  are  the 
seven  boughs  of 
the  tree  of  life. 


aso  a  beclcppinge  of  luuc.     )3et  wode  /  ])et  i.s  his  pre- 

ciouso  ulcss.     })(i  horte  of  \>o  tiauo  :  we.s  ])e  holy  zaiile  / 

ine  huam  wos  /  ])o  j)reciouse  yolk  of  pe    wysdome  of 

god.     J5e  rindo  /  wes  fe  uayre  cowuersacioun  /  wyjjoute. 

j)(it  zep  :  of  Jjo  traue  /  and  ]?e  tyeres  /  weren  uour  wel 

preciouses  jjinges  /  and  of  ri^t  gi'eate  mrtue  /  ))et  of  his 

preciouse  lemes  youme.  Jjet  weren  tyeares.  zuot.  weter. 

and    blod.     ])e   lyeaues  :  weren    Jje   holi    wordes  /  Jjet 

hclden  of  alle  zycnesses.     j)e  floures :  weren  ))e  holy 

jjo^tes  /  Jjet  alle  weren  uayre  and   oneste  /  and  berinde 

fi-ut.    ])et  frut  /  weren  fe  tuelf  apostles  /  Jjet  al  Jje  wordle 

uedde   an   norissede    be   hare   techinge  /  and  by  hare 

uorbisne  /  mid   hare   guode    dedes  /  and   f  e   benefices. 

j)e  bo^es  /  of  ]?o  traue  /  ine  one  wytte  /  byej)  alle  fe 

ychosene  pet  euere*  were,  and  fet  byejj.  and  fet  ssolle 

by.  uor  ase  he  zede  to  his  apostles.  *  Ich  am'  he  zede  *  ]je 

vyne  /  and  ye  byef  f e  bo^es.'    Ine  anojjre  ^vyt :  fe  bo^es 

weren  pe  uayre  u/rtues  /  and  fe  gloriouse  uorbysnes  / 

f et  he  ssewede  be  dede  /  and  to^te  be  moujje  fet  weren 

fe  uzVtues  uol-do  and  nolle  of  fe  zof e  guodnesse  /  pet  he 

ssewede    to    his    priue    urindes  /  pet   weren    pe   tuelf 

apostles  /  fet  he  ledde  in-to  ane  he3e  helle.  priuelyliche. 

]5er  he  zet  ase  zayf  f  et  godspel  /  and  his  deciples  aboute 

him.  pSLTiTie  he  openede  his  mouf  /  and  his  trezor  Jet  he 

hedde    y^vre3e    ine    his   herte.    and   ham    J>us   zeayde. 

Yblissed  hjep  pe  poure  of  goste  /  uor  pe  kyngdom  of 

heuene  is  hyre.    Yblissed  byef  pe  mylde  :  uor  hi  ssolle 

by  Ihordes    of  pe   erjje.     Yblissed    hjep   fo  J?et   hyer 

wepej?  /  uor    hi   ssolle    habbe     fet    confort    of    god. 

Yblissed  po  fet  habbej?  honger  and  forst  of  ri^t.  uor  hi 

ssol  by  uolueld.     Yblissed  bye]?  pe  merciuolle  /  uor  hi 

ssolle  uynde  merci.     Yblessed  byef  pe  clene  of  herte  / 

uor   hi   ssole    yzi  god   aperteliche.     Yblissed  bye]?  pe 

paysyble  /  uor  hi  ssolle  by  ycleped  godes  zones.     j)ise 

byej?   J^e  zeue  bo^es  of  pe  trawe  of  Hue  /  of  godes  zone 

lesu  crist. 

1  MS.  enerfe 
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Ine  ])e  ssede  of  j)ise  trawe  /  'hi7n  ssel  giiod  herte 
sseduy  /  and  jzj  ]?e  ilke  iiayre  bo^es  J^et  berej?  jjet  friit 
of  Hue  eurelestinde.    Ine  j}ise  zeue  wordes  is  beloke  alle  in  these  seven 

I  /in  p        '  t>  Tp'j  c   words  are  included 

ne^nesse  /  and  aiie  perieccion  oi  grace  and  oi  wivimq  oi  aii  highness,  aii 

zo})e  blyssedhede.  asemoche  ase  me  may  habbe  in  ])ise  and  virtue^of true 

wordle.  and  liabbe  and  onderstonde  :  ine  ]je  oJ?re.     )pise  Wissfuiness. 

bye]?  fe  zeue  ruieles  of  holy  lyf  /  ]jet  ])e  zo])e  Salomon  These  are  the 

tek])  to  bis  cbildren.     }?is   is  ]?e  zo)je  filozofie  /  J^et  jje  nfg. 

mayster  of  angles  tekjj  to  liis  deciples.     Ine  J?ise  zeue  in  tiiese  seven 

wordes  byef  besset  ase  ziggej?  ])e  hal^en  /  al   ])e  su?^mie  the  sum  of  the 

/.,  1  /1.J.-11  PI  /  1-0  J.     new  hiw,  tlielaw 

01  ])e  newe  la^e  /  j?et  is  pe  la3e  oi  loue  /  and  oi  zuet-  ofioveandsweet- 
nesse.     Hy  is  wel  yzed   newe  :  uor  hi   ne   may  na^t  ^ff •   „  , 

^  'J  "^  ''      It  is  called  new 

yealdy  /  ase    dede    be   yealde  la^e   to  be  yewes.  hi  is  i^ecause  it  never 

'J  'J    I  r       J  :>  r       J  gl^all  become  old. 

zojjliche  newe  /  and  desgised  uram  ojjre  la^es.      La^e  is 

yzed  jjeruore   ])et  hy  hare-zelue  ne  bynt.  ake  ]je  ojjre 

bynde]}  /  and  Jjis  onbynt.     ])q  o]?ere  charge]?  :  and  ]7is  in  the  old  law  we 

oncharge]?.     ]?e  o]?re  ]7reapne])  :  and  ]?is  behot.     Ine  ]?e  S!rndcui-sifg; 

o]?reto  strif:   ine  ]?ise  to  pays.      Ine  ]?e  o])re  to  uor-  |;;,*irerpeS, 

zuerie  :  ine  ]?ise  to  loue.     Ine  o])re  corsynge  :  ine  ]?ise  andbiessmgs. 

blissirige.     Jjawne  is  ]?ys  /  al  uol  of  blissinge.  and  ])eruore 

hi  bye])  yblyssed  ])0  ]7et  hyse  healde]?  zay])  Salomon. 

A^or  ])e  ilke  ])et  his  hef  :  he  he]j  ywonne  ])et  trau  of 

Hue.     Hueruore    bise   zeue    bincjes    touore   yzed    byeb  These  seven 

^  •'^      °  .;  J    r    things  make  a 

ycleped  blyssinges.  uor   hy   make  J)   man   yblyssed  ine  man  blessed  in 

this  life,  and  more 

J}ise  wordle  ase  man  may  by  ine  ]jise  lyue  :  and  more  blessed  in  the 
yblyssed  ine  }je  o}>re. 

Nou  best  ]?ou  yherd  huo  is  fet  trau  of  lyue  /  ])et  is 
amydde  paradis  /  Jiet  god  zet  ine  ]5e  holy  zaule.  Ine  ])e 
ssede  of  ])ise  trawe  /  wexe]?  /  and  profite]?  /  and  here]) 
frut.  fe  traw  of  u^rtue  ])et  god  ])e  uader  /  ]jet  is  ]je  God  watereth  the 

.  T  /j_'i  1  /IT'  Ji     tree  of  virtue  from 

greate  gardyner  /  zet  me  pe  gardyne  /  and  his  weterep  theweiiofHis 
of  ])e  welle  of  his  grace  /  ])et  his  de]?  greny  /  and  wexe  /  ^'"^'^^• 
and  profiti.     An  hise  halt  ine  OTenehede  /  and  ine  lyue.  ^'^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

■*■  <->/«/  divided  mto  seven 

be  ilke  welle  hym  todelb  ine  zeue  streames.  bet  bye]?  ]?e  streams, 

which  are  the 

zeue  yef])es  of  ]je  holy  gost  /  ]?et  weteref  al  fane  gardm.   seven  gifts  of  the 

Nou  loke  ]}e  greate  cortaysic  of  oure  zuete  maystre  lesu  Behold  the  great 
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courtesy  of  (lod      ci'ist  gocles  zouo  /  ])ct  coiu  to  pa  woi'dle  to  zeche  /  an  to 

Sou?"  '"^    '^       Sony  /  ))t't  /  jjet  wes    uorlore.     Vor  jjet   he   w^'ste  wel 

"L"!ma  iiKibuuy  ^^11'^  poiuirte  /  and  ouro  fyehlesse.  an<l  nor  oure  zewnes  / 
to  forsake  sin  and  ^^^  ^Qj^      j^^,  -^^^  ^^^^^  ^y^  ^^^^  j,^^^^^   j^^^  r^^^.[^^,  I  1^(3  come 

to  come  to  grace. 

[Foi  29  b  1  '^y^^^'  ne  ont  of  ze/aie  guo.  ne  u//tue  to  zeche  /  ne  come 
to  Jje  blissede  lyue  /  Jjet  is  of  his  grace  and  of  his  yefjje 
Therefore  He  pro-  ne  comj).  jperuoro  hc  na3t  ne  let  ous  uor  to  somoni  / 
iJ  we^vlw  u^'  fet  we  hym  bydde  and  bezeche  his  yefjjes.  And  moche 
ask  for  them.  ^^g  beliat  :  Jjct  ycf  we  hym  bezechi]?  ping  pet  ous  is 
guod  :  jJct  we  hit  ssoUe  habbe.  And  more  he  ous  dej) 
Christ  is  our  of  cortaysye.     Vor  he  is  oure  play  tere  /  pet  ous  makep 

SuikeriuTeies-  oi-^i^*^  bezcchinge  :  pet  we  ne  coupe  na3t  niaky  /  yef  he 
sionforus.  jiqyg.     ])e  bezechiugo   pet   he   ous   made  of  his  uayre 

He  gave  us  the  yblesscde  moupc  :  uayre.  guode.  ssorte.  an  cleuiynde  : 
wherein^arrseven  f®^  ^cs  pet  pater  uoster.  huerinne  byep  zeue  bezech- 
petitions,  ingcs  /  be  huichen  we  bezecheb  oure  cjuode  uader  of 

for  the  seven  gifts        "       /  x  o 

of  the  Holy  heueuc  /  pet  he  ous  yeue  pe  zeue  yefpes  of  pe  holi  gost  / 

pet  hi  ous  delyiui  of  pe  zeue  dyadliche  zennes  /  and 
hise  screpe  of  al  of  oure  herten.  and  ine  hare  stede  : 
zette  and  uorpdra^e  /  pe  zeue  u/rtues  /  pet  ous  lede  to 
pe  zeue  blissinges  of  perfeccion  /  and  of  holy  lyf.  huerby 
we  mo3e  habbe  pe  zeuen  behestes  pet  he  makep  to 
fi^^sttjllak  onhese  ^^^  jchosene.  Huerof  oure  onderstondinge  is  myd  pe 
seven  petitions,      holv  gostes  hclpc.     Verst  speke  of  be  zeue  benes  of  be 

afterwards  of  the  J   &  r  r  r  r 

seven  virtues  that  pater  uoster.      Efte?'ward  :    of  pe  zeue  mrtues  pet  byep 

are  against  the 

seven  deadly  sins,  ayeus   pe   zcue   dyadlichc  ze?2nes  /  huer-of  we  habbep 

The  seven  peti- 
tions are  as  seven  abouc  yspeke.     j)e  zeue  benes   byep  /  ase   zeue   uayre 

maidens  who  are  ,  i  ,     ,  i    i    ,  i  ,       ^^       i  c    ■. 

ever  lading  water  maydcnes  /  pet  HC  ictep  ua^t  uor  to  Ihade  oi  pe  zeue 
*^  Tthat  bear  the  streames  pe  qzw'kke  weteres  uor  to  wetery  pe  zeue  trawes 


trees 

fruit  of  life  ever 

lastmg. 


pet  berep  pet  fruyt  of  Hue  eurelestinde. 


The  preface  of  the  }pE    UORE-SPECHE    OF    ))E    HOLY    PAT^i?    NOST^iJ. 

Pater  Noster. 

The  Pater  Noster  Huaune  me  zet  a  child  to  lettre.  ate  begynnynge 

we  teach  a  chUd.  ^^^  ^i^^^  ^^kp  his  pater  noster.     Huo  pet  of  pise  clergye 

ifff  we  wmSe  wyle  conne  :  become  milde  ase  a  child,  uor  to  zuyche 

mild  as  children,  gcolers    tekp    oure    guodc    maystcr     lesu    crist  /  pise 
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clergie  /  pet   is  pe  iiayreste  /  and  mest  beliofsam  pet 

is.  huo  pet  wel  hit  onderstant  and  of-halt.     Vor  zuyche  The  mere  letter  of 

wenej)  hit  wel  conne  and  onderstonde  :  fet  neuerte  ne   liiui. 

coupe  bote  pe  rynde  wyjjoiite  /  pet  is  pe  lettre  /  jjet  is 

guod.     Ac  litel  is   wor]?  to  pe  zj^pe  of  pe  newen  pet  is 

wypinne  zuo  zuete.     Hit  ys  wel  ssort  ine  wordes  :  and  Tins  prayer  is 

wel  lang  ine  wytte.     Li3t  to  zigge  /  an  sotil  to  onder-  and  long  in  wit, 

stonde.    ])is  bene  /  pase]?  alle  o>re  /  ine  fri  finges.   ine  Smrd  totmier- 

dignete  /  in  ssorthede.  an  ine  guodnesse.     \)e  dignete  ^*^"*^- 

is  /  ine  pan  pet  godes  sone  hit  made.     To  god  pe  nader 

ine  worde.     God  pe  holy  gost  /  pet  is   pet  me   acsep. 

He  wolde  pet  hit  were  ssort  /  uor  pet  non  ne  ssolde  God  willed  it  be 

M-i  •,  .1  4  111  short,  that  none 

m  werye  :  hit  uor  to  lyerny.     An  uor  pan  pet  non  ne  should  be  wearied 

ssolde  him  tyeny  hit  uor  to  zigge  gledliche  /  an  ofte.  ^"  'eannng  it. 

And  uor  to  ssewy  /  pet  god  pe  uader  ous  yhyerp  wel 

zone  :  hua?2ne  we  him  biddep  mid  guode  herte.  uor  he  God  does  not  care 

T,  iT^i  i  pii  111/  for  smooth  and 

ne  hep  none  hede  oi  longe  ryote  oi  tales  y-slyked  /  ne  rhymed  words. 

y-rymed.    Vor  ase  zayp  sant  gregorye.     Zopliche  bidde  / 

ne  is  na3t  to  zygge  uayre  wordes  /  and  y-slyked  myd  prayer  does  not 

•  ii.T.  1-1  T  n   consist  of  fair 

moupe  :  ake    keste    piayntes    and    dyepe   zykynges   ol  ^^^rds  but  of 
herte.     \)e  worp  /  and  pe  profit  of  pise  bene  :  is   zuo  JJeQ^J'J^"i^|"ot  ^f 
g7^at  /  pet  he  beloukp  ine  ssorte  wordes  /  al  pet  me  may  ^^^  '^^'^'■^• 
wylny  of  herte.     An  to  bydde  wel  to  done,  pet  is  pet       [FoI.  so.  a.j 
me  by  delyured   of  alle  kueade  :  and  uolueld  of  alle 
guode. 

HyER    BEGINJP    ]?ET    PAT^iJ    NOST-EiJ.  Here  begins  tlie 

Pater  Noster. 

))us  beginp  pet  pater  noster.     *Vader  oure  /  pet  art  our  Father  that 

art  in  heaven. 

me  heuene.     Loke  hou  oure  guode  spekeman  /  and  oure  Behold  how  our 
zuete  mayster  lesu  crist  /  pet  is  pe  wysdom  of  god  pe  jesus^christ, 
uader  /  and  kan  alle  la^es  /  and  pe  wones  of  his  cort  pe  p^iead^  wiSy," 
tekp  wel  to  playty  /  and  wyslyche  /  and  sotilHche  /  an  '^^^:^;  ""^ 
ssorthche  to  speke.     Vorzobe  bis  uerste  word  bet   bou  The  sweet  name 

^       ^  ^         '  of  Father  giveth 

zayst  /  yef  hit  is  wel  onderstonde  /  and  yuol3ed  /  hit  us  hope  to  re- 

ceive  all  our  pe- 

pe  ssel  yeue  al  pme  playnte.       Vor  saynt  bernard  pus  titions. 
zayp.  \)et  pe  bene  pet  begynp  be  pe  zuete  name  of  pe 
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^Vlien  thou  callest 
God  tlie  Father, 
thou  aeknowledg- 
est  that  Ho  is 
Lord  of  the 
house. 

And  since  He  is 
Father,  He  is  also 
the  provider  for ' 
and  governor  of 
His  cliildren,  i.  e. 
of  man, 

and  loves  those 
whom  He  hath 
made. 

He  rewards  them 

well, 

and  chasteneth 

them  when  they 

misdo. 


The  word  Father 
not  only  reminds 
thee  of  God's 
might,  wisdom, 
and  goodness, 
but  of  thy  noble- 
ness, fairness,  and 
riches. 

Greater  nobility 
could  none  have 
than  be  son  to 
60  great  an  em- 
peror, that  is,  God. 


Let  the  word 
Father  remind 
thee  of  thy  duty 
as  a  good  son  to- 
wards a  good 
father. 


luuler.  yufjj  ou.s  liope  to  onduruonge  alle  ouie  byddynges. 
pis  zmttii  woi'«l  /  uador  /  )?(!t  ul  |)e  renienont  makej) 
zuete  /  Jje  sseawcj?  |jut  ))ou  sscdt  yleue,  and  jje  somonejj 
to  jjan  }?et  ])ou  ssolt  do.  and  jjiso  tuo  jjinges  soue)?  man  : 
hua?2ne  he  ylefj)  wcl  /  and  a-ri3t.  an  ho  def  efterward  / 
J}et  he  ssel.  Iluayme  J)oii  hi?/i  clepest  uader  /  J)ou 
beknaust  fet  he  is  Ihord  of  house.  ])et  is  of  heuene  / 
and  of  erjje.  and  heaued  /  and  ginnynge  /  and  welle  / 
hiierof  alle  ssepjjcs  /  and  alle  giiod  comejj.  and  fus  Jje 
beknaust  his  mi3te.  Efterward  /  zej)])e  fet  he  ys  uader  / 
he  is  di3tere  /  and  goue/*nour  /  and  porueyour  /  to  his 
mayne.  an  nameliche  of  his  children  /  J?et  is  of  man  / 
fet  him-zelf  he]?  y-mad  and  yssape  /  to  his  anlik- 
nesse.  and  ]}us  fou  beknaust  his  wysdom.  Alast  jjanne 
fet  he  is  uader  be  kende  /  and  be  ri^te  /  he  loue])  fet  he 
he])  ymad  /  ase  zayjj  ]?e  boo  of  wy^sdome.  and  is  zuete 
and  milde.  and  zuo  loue]j  /and  dra^f  uorj)  his  children, 
and  ham  def  hare  prou.  and  betere  famine  hi  conne 
deuisi.  and  he  his  l)yat  /  and  his  chaste]?  hua/zne  hi 
misdo}?  uor  hare  prou  ase  guod  uader  /  and  ble]7eliche 
he  his  onderua[n]g])  /  hua?ine  hi  come]?  to  hym. 

Nou  ich  ]?e  sseawy  fawne  }?is  word  J?et  ]?ou  zayst : 
uader.  his  mi^te.  his  wysdom.  his  guodnesse.  He  J?e 
befeng]?  of  ojier  half  J?e  zelue.  fine  noblesse,  fine 
uayrhede.  fine  richesse.  More  gratter  noblesse  ne  may 
ich  habbe  :  ]?a??ne  to  by  zone  to  ane  zuo  greate  emperur 
J?et  is  god.  More  g?'«tter  richesse  ne  may  by  :  ]?a?2ne  to 
by  kyng  of  alle  fing.  More  gratter  ua^Thede  ne  may 
by  :  faTine  to  by  him  ari3t  ylich.  Huych  uayrhede  is 
zuo  gmt :  ]?et  hit  pasef  j?03t  of  man  /  and  of  angle. 
panne  ]?is  word  /  uader  /  fe  be]?eng]?  ])et  fou  art  zone, 
uor  fet  ]?ou  ]?e  payiiest  him  uor  to  by  ylych.  ase  guod 
zone  ssel  by  ylich  his  guode  uader.  fet  is  to  zigge  :  fet 
J?ou  by  bold  /  and  of  grat  wyl  /  and  Strang  /  and  mi3tuol 
wel  to  done,  and  fet  ]?ou  by  wys  /  and  y-wer  /  large  / 
and    cortoys  /  zuete  /  and    milde    clene    and    wyfoute 
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uilevnye  /  ase   he   is.  and   bet  bou   liatye  zemiG  I  and  see  that  tiiou 

•J     -^       I  r        r  «/  /  hate  sin  as  God 

uoiilhedes  /  and  kueadliedes   ase   lie  dej?.  zuo  pet  j?ou  does, 

na^t  ne  do  aye  kende.    ])\s  vord  ]?a?2ne  pe  de]j  be]?enche  / 

at  alle  jje  times  ])et""]70ii  zayst  f  et  pater  noster  :  ])et  yef 

J?ou  art  ari^t  zone  :  J?ou  sselt  him  anlykny  be  kende.  be 

heste.   and  be  ri^te.   and  ])ou  bim  sselt  loue.  worfssipe. 

and  reuerence.  drede.  seruice.   and  bo^samnesse.     Nou  ^^-^^  g^  ^ct  as  a 

Jjencb  j7a??.ne  hua/nie  Jjou  zayst  pi  pate/*  noster  /  pet  pou  ^^^^  ^^"  ^"*^ 

by  bi??*  a  guod  zone  and  trewe  /  yef  bou  wylt  bet  be  be  ever  thinking 

«^  *=•  I    'J        t  "J        *  f       whose  son  thou 

by  guod  uader.  an  niilde.  '  pencb  huas  zone  pou  art' :  me  art. 

Now  thou  seest 

zayp  to  pe  newe  kny^te  hua7^ne  be  gep  into  pe  tome-  how  sweet  is  this 

11-  1    •  i.        fi'*®*  word,  and 

me7^t.   JNou  pou  yzyxt  wel  nou  pis  uerste  word  is  zuete.  how  it  admonishes 
and  bou  bit  pe  amonestep    pet  pou    by   bold  and  of  and  of  a  good 
guode  wylle.  and  hit  pe  tekp  huycb  pou  sselt  by.  ^^'^^• 

Nou  ich  pe  acxy  hueruore  pou  zayst  '  uader  ou re.'  wiiywesay 

1-  ij.'it/    "  Father  our," 

and  na3t '  uader  niyn  ?  and  pet  pou  mm  ueia3est  mid  pe  /  and  not "  Father 
huar^ne  pou  zayst  :  'yef  ous'  /  and  ne  zayst  na^t  'yef  me.'  ™"^^' 

Ich  wile  pe  zigge  yef  pou  wylt.  Non  ne  ssel  zigge  / 
uader  min.  bote  pe  ilke  pet  ys  bis  zone  be  kende  wyp- 
oute  gynnynge  /  wypoute  ende  /  pe  zope  godes  zone. 
Ac  we  ne  byep  na^t  his   zones  be  kende  /  bote  ase-  we  are  not  God's 

sons  by  nature, 

moche  pet  we  byep  ymad  to  bis  aiiHknesse.  ac  alsuo  but  by  adoption. 

byep  pe  sarasyns.  ac  we  byep  his  zones  be  grace  and  by 

adopcion.     Adopcioun  zuo  is  a  word  of  la^e.  uor  by  pe  Adoption  is  a  tei-m 

la^es  of  pe  emperurs  /  hua/me  an  he^  man  ne  hep  no 

cliild  :  ha  may  chiese  pet  child  of  a  guod  man  yef  he 

wyle  and  maki  him  his  zone  be  adopcioun.  pet  is  be 

auoerie.  zuo  pet  he  ssel  bi  yhealde  uor  his  zone  auoud  / 

and  ssel  here  his  eritap;e.     bise  sjrace  <]fod  ous  made  be  ^^^  adopted  us 

°  •'  °  ^  *        without  any  de- 

uader  Avyboute  oure  ofseruinge.    ase  zayp  saynt  panel,  serving  on  our 

part. 

Hua?zne  he  ous  dede  come  to  pe  cristenedome  we  were  Before  we  were 

1  ^     A     I  1      t.-i  1       -T  /  1       -£•    1,    11        baptized  we  were 

poure  and  naked  /  and  child  oi  yre  /  and  oi    nelie.  poor,  naked,  and 

,  -I  •         u   £        J  '1  •         1     I    children  of  heU. 

pawne  huawne  we  ziggep  'vader  oure.  and  we  ziggep  / 
*  yef  ous.'  we  gaderep  alle  oure  bropren  mid  ous  of  adop- 
cion /  pet  byep  children  of  holy  cherche.  be  pe  byleaue 
pet  hi  onderui?^ge  ine  C7'istnynge. 
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o<«i  1,'ivutii  not  ;N'ou  ous  s.se\vub  /  huer-of  bis  word  /  oure.  [of  1  be  lar- 

oiily  to  Olio,  but  to  '  '  '  /  L      J   J 

uiuny.  gcsse  /  aiid  J)o  cortaysye  /  god  oure  uader.   ))et  ous  yefjj 

more  ble])elicho  /  yno3  /  J^awne  lyte  and  to  uelen : 
Jjawno   to  onen  allone.      Huer-of  saynt  gregorie  zay)j. 

Tiie  cau.iio  that  is  <  he  bcno  /  be  more  bet  hi  is  commun  :   be  more  hv  ia 

set  in  the  hall  full      r  I    r  r  r  J 

of  people,  worj?.  asc  be  candele  is  betere  bezet  bet  serueb  to  ane 

is  better  than  one   •,,-,■. 

Bet  apart  for  the     halle  and  uol  of  uolk  :  J»a?^ne  zy  fet  ne  seruej?  /  bote  to 
only.  onlepy  marine.'     }?is  word  hat  ous  to  yelde  Jjonkes  myd 

al  oure  herten.   of  |)ise  grace  fet  he  ous  he])  ydo  /  huer- 
by  we  bye|)  his  children  /  and  his  eyrs.  and  Jjet  moehe 
ardontUcho  louye  oure  ealde  broker  lesu  crist  /  fet  ous 
uela^ej)  wy])  him  ine  his  g?'«ce. 
This  word  Father         j?is  word  OUS  amonestcj)  fet  we  loki  ine  oure  herte 

teaclies  us  that         iii-i,  ^      ■>  ,_    ■,     i     •  j  i- 

this  adoption  is  a  holylyche  fane  holy  gost  ]?et  is  oure  wytnesse.      pis 
^  ^^  ^®  adopczon  is  ase  weddes  /  ase  zayjj  saynte  paul  /  huer- 

that  we  shall  bo      by  WO  by])  zikere  /  fet  we  ssolle  habbe  fe  eritage  of  oure 
tage.  uader.  fet  is  fe  blysse  of  paradys.     jjis  word  ous  tekf 

It  teacheth  also      aiid  zayb  bet  we  byeb  alle  brobren  /  grat  /  and  smal  / 

that  we  are  all 

brethren,  great      poure  and  riche.   he^  /  and  I03  /  of  one  uader  /  and  of 

and  small,  rich  •  n  i    / 

and  poor,  high       oue  moder.  f  et  is  of  god  /  and  of  holy  cherche.    and 

non  ne  ssel  ojiren  onworjji :  ac  louie  ase  brofer.  and  fe 

au<i  that  we  Oil  ssel  helpc  faTZuc  o])re  :  ase  do]?  fe  lemes  of  fe  zelue 

should  help  and 

pray  for  one  an-   bodye.  and  ech  bidde  uor  of  ren  ase  zay]?  saint  Tocob. 

limbs  of  the  same  And  zuo  hit  is  oure  ureme  wel  grat.     Vor  huawne  fou 

^'  ^"  zest  fine  bene  ine  J»e  uela^rede  of  al  holy  cherche  :  uor 

on  pate?*noster  fet  fou  zayst  /  f 0  Avynst  mo  fa/ine  an 

hondred  fousond. 

It  teaches  us  to  V)is  word  /  oure.  OUS  tekb  to  hatye  bri  binpj  name- 

hate  three  things,    .  '  ^^  ^      r      r    o 

pride,  wrath,  and   liche.  Prcde.  wrefc.  and  auarice.    Prede :  dej>  man  out 

avarice, 

of  uela^rede.    uor  he  wyle  by  aboue  alle  of  ren.  Wref  e  : 

def  man  out  of  uela^rede.  uor  hua?ine  he  werref  wyf 

enne  :  he  werref  wyf  alle  f  e  of  re.     Auarice  :  def  man 

which  bring  men    out  of  uelairede.  voT  M  uclc  ue  him  /  ne  his  f  inges  / 

out  of  fellowship. 

co7?imuny  mid  of  ren.     And  f  eruore  zuych  uolk  ne  hab- 
The  word  "our"   "beb  part  /  ino  be  holy  pater  noster.     bis  word  /  *  oure '  : 

shows  that  God  is  -'^  -^         '  '^  '^  ^  -*  ' 

ours  ous  ssewef  f  et  god  is  oure  :  yef  we  wyllef .    and  f  e 
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uader.  and  ]?e  zone,    and  ]?e  holy  gost.    J?et  is  yef  we  if  we  keep  His 

.  in-  commandments. 

lokej?  his  hestes.  and  zuo  zayj?  me  Jje  godsspelle  saint 
Ion. 

'  Vader  oure  /  J^et  art  me  heiiene.'  Huawne  ich  zigge  /  "That  art  in  hea- 

.       .   1       .  .  ,       .      ven." 

'  J}et  J70U  art  me  heuene  '  :  ich  zigge  tuo  Jjmg.  fet  he  is  Here  we  assert 

kyng  /  and  Ipet  he  is  at  paradis.     Alsuo  hua7^ne  ich  and  that  He\sTn' 

zigge  /  '  f  et  art  /  ine  heuene  ':  ich  zigge  ]jet  he  is  /  and 

f  et  he  is  ine  heuene.     Me  vint  ywryte  ine  pe  ojjre  hoc 

of  ]je  la^e.    J?et  god  him  ssewede  to  Moyses  ine  ane  when  God  ap- 

.  .  peared  to  Moses 

heile  /  and  him  zede.  guo  m-to  egipte  /  and  zay  to  j^e  He  made  known 

kynge  faraon  of  mine  half  /  ]jet  he  fe  delyuri  mi  uolk  « i  am." 

pQ  children  of  y[s]rael  /  of  ])&  freldome  /  huerine  he  hise 

halt.  'Ihord' /zayde  moyses.   'yef  me  aksef  huet  is  pi 

name,  huet  ssbI  ich  zigge?'     'Ich  am  /  jjet  am.'  zayde 

god.      Nou  zigge])  pe  hal3en  /  and  fe  guode  clerkes. 

bet  amancf  alle  be  he:2e  names  of  oure  Ihorde  :  bis  is  be  '^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^'^^ 

r  o  r  :>  r  r      and  the  most 

uerste  /  and  be  mest  p?-opre.    and  bet  mest  ari^t  ous  proper  name  of 

'  ,  /  .  ourLord. 

tekjj  uor  to  knawe  /  pet  /  pet  god  is.     Vor  alle  fe  ofre 

names  huer  hi  spekejj  of   his  guodnesse.    and  of   his  other  names  speak 

wysdome.     oper  of  his  mi3te.    opev  he  is  zuich  /  and  wisdom,  &c., 

zuich.  he  is  pe  ri3t  guod.  pe  ri^t  trewe.  pe  ri3t  wys.   pe 

Yi-^t  mi3ti.    and  uele  ojjre  maneres  of  speches  J»et  me 

zayb  of  him.   bet  ne  zignreb  propreliche  be  zobe  of  be  but  these  terms 

•^  "  J  ooriJ:  r  r  r      do  not  assert  the 

byinge  of  god.     Ac  we  jjet  byejj  greate  /  an  boystoyse  existence  of  Go  d. 
to  spekene  of  zuo  heae  binoje  /  speke  we  of  god  /  zuo  /  ^^  speak  of  God 

^  :>     r      ^     I      I  t^        I  I    after  the  manner 

ase  we  conne  deuisi  ane  man  /  of  huam  me  ne  kan  na3t  of  men, 

his  name  /  ase  me  zay]).  he  is  kyng.  he  is  erl.  he  is  zuo 

grat.  zuo  uayr.  zuo  large,  and  uele  of  zuyche  pingQB  / 

huer-by  me  may  ywyte  hou  ])et  hit  by  pe  man  knawe. 

Ac  ne  zigge])  na3t  ari3t  his  name  /  ase  we  speke])  of 

god  :  uele  we  uinde])  of  wordes  /  ])et  ous  ssewe])  huet 

bet  hit  bi  of  him.     Ac  pev  ne  is  non  zuo  p?^opre  ase  bis  but  there  is  no 

,  ,  word  so  proper 

word /' bet  art.'  bet  zuo  propreliche.  zuo  ssortliche.  zuo  as  these  words, 

.  .     .  .         "bet  art." 

cleuiyndelyche.  zuo  sotilliche  /  pe  names  nemnep  /  ine 
zuo  nioche  /  ase  onderstondinge  him  may  strechche. 
Vor  god  is  ase  pe  ilke  /  fet  one  is  /  ase  zayf  saint  lob. 
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Ootl  alone  is,  fur 
He  is  everlasting, 
without  iMJgin- 
itiiig  and  without 
end. 

He  is  true  and 
trutli  above  all 
things. 

[Fol.  31.  b.j 


He  alone  is  fii-m, 
and  fast,  and  un- 
changing. 


without  end.with- 
out  beginning, 
"  without  ivas, 
loithout  shall  be." 

There  is  nothing 
that  one  may  bet- 
ter believe  than 
that  God  is. 
Note  \)is  wel 
We  cannot  know 
what  God  is. 


and  it  is  enough 
for  us  to  say 
"  Dear  Father, 
that  art  in  hea- 
ven." 

He  is  the  oldest, 
the  most  known, 
tlie  most  beloved, 
and  the  most  hon- 
oured. 


The  word 
"Father  "bids  us 
worship  God ;  the 
"our,"  to  love 
God;  "is,"  to 
dread  God ; 


He  0110  is  /  ari3t  to  spekuiie.  uor  he  one  i.s  /  eureles- 
tinde  /  wyjjoute  begiiiriynge.  and  wy))-oute  ende.  fet  me 
ne  may  zigge  :  of  non  ojjre  fing.  Efterward  he  one  is 
zo))Uche.  nor  lie  is  zoj)"/  and  zofnesse  ahoue  alle  finges 
yssape.  and  zuo  bye])  alle  ssepjjes  ydele  and  ydelenesse. 
And  ase  zay])  Salomo[n]  and  na^t  to  fe  zy^Jje  of  him.  and 
to  na3te  ssolden  come  :  bote-yef  he  his  ne  sostyenede 
be  his  uiVtue.  Ate  laste  he  one  is  zetnesse  an  uestnesse 
ine  onelepi  poynte  wy))-oute  \\\m  to  trobli  /  wyf-oute 
\dm  to  chongi  /  ^vyJ)-oute  lii//i  remue  ine  none  manere. 
ase  zay])  saynt  lacob.  Alle  ofre  finges  byef  chonginde  / 
ine  eche  manere  of  hare  kende.  )pa?ine  is  he  p?'<9p?'e- 
liche  yclieped  ^ :  ])et  art.  Vor  he  is  zojiliche  wyf-oute 
ydelnesse  /  zetnesse  /  wifoute  enye  chonge  eure  to 
yleste  :  wyJ)-oute  ende.  wyf-out  heaued.  wyf-oute  wes. 
wy])-oute  /  ssel  by.  uor  ])er  ne  is  no  gelt. 

Nou  ])0U  sselt  onderstonde  zuo  fet  fer  ne  is  na^t 
fet  me  mo^e  betere  ywyte  /  famie  fet :  ])et  god  is.  Ac 
))er  ne  is  no-fiiig  zuo  Strang  to  conne  /  ase  huet  /  and 
liuet  fing  is  god.  )3er-uore  ich  fe  rede  wel  /  ]7et  fou 
ne  musy  na3t  to  moche  /  hit  uor  to  zeche.  uor  ])ou 
my3test  ly3tKche  guo  out  of  fe  ri3te  waye.  Hit  is  yno3 
uor  ])e  /  fet  fou  zigge  :  'lyeueuader  ])et  art  ine  heuene.' 
Zo])  hit  is  fet  he  is  oueral  yhered.  ine  erfe.  ine  ze.  ine 
helle.  ase  he  is  ine  heuene.  Ac  me  zay])  he  is  ine 
heuene  /  uor  J)et  he  is  fe  eldeste  /  and  fe  meste  yknawe  / 
and  fe  meste  beloued  /  and  ])e  meste  ywor])ssiped. 
Efterward  he  is  ine  heuene  gosthche  /  ])et  is  ine  holy 
bodyes  J)et  bye])  he3e.  clyre.  and  clene.  ase  is  fe 
heuene.  uor  ine  zuyche  herten  :  he  ys  aid.  and  yknawe. 
and  ydred.  and  yworfssiped  and  yloued. 

Nou  hest  ])ou  yherd  ])ise  uour  wordes.    Patev  noste.i 

qui  es  in  celis.     ])Qi  uerste  fe  somonef)  /  to  worjtssipie 

god.  jpet  o])er  :  to  louie  god.    ])q  firidde  :  to  drede  god. 

Vor  J)a3  he  by  uader  oure  :  alneway  he  ys  bezide  /  and 

^  MS.  has  ycbeped 
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na^t  chonginde.     )pe  iier]?e  j^e  to  streng]?!.  uor  asemoche  '' heaven,"  ^o  em- 
ase  he  is  zuo  he^  /  and  J)oii  zuo  lo^.  yet  ]?ou  ne  art  bald  /  courage  us. 
and  of  guode  wylle  :  ])ou  ne  sselt  na^t  come  /  hner  he 
woneb.      bet  uerste  word  oiis  sseweb  be  langnesse  of  his  The  ist  showeth 

'  r         y  .  .    ,  us  God ;  the  2nd, 

eurebleuinge.     ]>et  ojjer  :  jje  brede  of  his  charite.     J^e  the  breadth  of  His 

charity ;  the  Srd, 

jjridde  :    Ipe   dyepnesse  of  his  zojjhede.    pe  uerjje  :     pe  the  deepness  of 

„   1  .  ,  ,  -TT  1     J     1      1  ^    1  •  His  faithfuhiess ; 

he3nesse  of  his  mageste.      Huo  fet  help  wei  pise  uour  4^,^^  ^j^^  j^jgj^j,, 
|}inges  zo]?hche  wyj^oute  drede  he  ssel  by  yblyssed. 


ess 
of  His  majesty. 


])E    UERSTE    BENE    OF    j)E    HOLY    PAT£i?    NOST^'i?.  IfWe'lSy  pTter 

Noster. 

Nou  hest  ])oii  yherd  }>e  uorespeche  of  fe  holy  pater 

noste?'.     bet  is  ase  ane  ingiioinoje  of  be  vibele.    ey  ffod  /  T^ie  preface  of  the 

■»                                       o           o            r           r                JO/  Lyj.j  g  prayer  is 

huo  bet  coube  wel  al  bane  zanf? :  hou  he  ssolde  vinde  »« the  beginning 

^                ^                    .             .                                      .  of  the  fiddle. 

uayre  notes.  Vor  hit  ne  is  no  drede  ))et  ine  jje  zonge  / 
])et  J)e  wysdom.  of  god  made  /  ]>&  ilke  jjet  tekj?  ])e  uo3eles 
zynge :  ne  he)?  uele  notes   sotiles  /  and  zuete  /  j^a^  |?er 

by   lyte    lettre.     Ine  bise  zonge  byeb  zeue  notes,    bet  i"  "^^«  ^""o  ^^^ 

•^       *^                                          r                  o         J    r                                  r  g^^.g^  notes,  that 

byejj  ]?e  zeue  benes.    jjet  porchace])  ]7e  zeue  yef]?es  of  are  the  seven  pe- 
titions tliat  buy 

jje  holy  gost.  jjet  strepe])  ]7e  zeuen  haved  ze7^nes  of  ]7e  the  seven  gifts  of 

herte.   and  hi  zette])  /  and  norisse]?  ]}e  zeuen  u^rtues.  be  *^    '^  ^    "^  • 

huychin  me  com]?  to  ]?e  zeue  blissinges.     Of  J?ise  zeue 

benes  /  jje  ]7ri  uerste  :  make])  man  holy  /  aze  moche  ase  The  three  first 

.             .                                                                         11-  make  men  holy, 

man  may  by  me  Jjise  wordle.    J?e  uour  efterward    hi??2  the  other  four 

make)?  stedeuestlyche  :  ri^tuol.  Al  pe  holynesse  of  man  /  lastly  righte 


teous. 


])et  is  ymad  to  )?e  ymage  of  ]?e  t/'mite  /  fet  is  be  f ri       t^'^^-  ^^-  ^-^ 

J^inges  Jjet  bye])  ine  ])e  zaule.  be]?enchinge.  onderstond- 

ynge.    and  wyl.    ine  ]jet  J»et  fie  zaule  bi  stedeuestliche  The  three  things 

that  are  in  the 

yclenzed  ine  ])e  wylle.  stedeuestliche  ali^t  ine  Jie  onder-  soui  are  thought. 
stondinge.  stedeuestliche  yuestned  in  god.  mid  god  ine  and  ^^m^  ^"^' 
be   bebenchinoje.     and    l)e  more    be   zaule    onderuanf]jb  »»'!  the  more  the 

'^  .  .  ^    soulreceivelh 

plenteliche  ])ise  ]7ri  ^efjies  of  god  :  and  hy  more  propre-  plentifully  these 
liche  ne3le[c]]3  /  to  his  ri3te  uayrhede  of  his  kende.  ]?et  is 
to  pe  anlicnesse  of  ])e  uader  /  and  of  J)e  zone  /  and  of  fie 
holy  gost.     ])et  is  huawne  god  pe  uader  hi???  co/^fermef) 
his  bejjenchinge.    god  ]?c  zone    him  aly3t  his  onde[r]- 
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the  more  in  maik 
in  the  likenesH  of 
tlie  Trinity. 


"  Hallowed  be  thy 
name." 

By  these  words 
we  show  that  our 
principal  de«iro  is 
to  have  God's 
name  hallowed 
and  confirmed  in 
us. 


In  this  1st  peti- 
ticm  we  ask  for 
the  gift  of  wis- 
dom, 


which  enables  us 
to  taste  the  sweet- 
ness of  God. 


The  word"  holy" 
signifies  clean ;  it 
is  as  much  as  to 
say  that  we  are 
dipt  in  blood  and 
confirmed. 


Wisdom  hallow- 
cth  the  heart  of 
man  in  five  ways  : 
By  1.  purification. 

2.  Cleansing. 

3.  Hallowing. 


4.  Dipping  in 
blood. 


stoiidiiige.  god  ]je  liuly  gost  \mp  ycleiiaed  his  wyl.  pina 
fri  finges  we  bezecliej)  irie  J)e  jjri  uerste  beiies  of  jje 
pat^A'  noster. 

Huaniio  we  zigge])  /  sanctijicetnr  nomen  tuum.  wo 
ssewe])  to  oure  guode  uader  corteysliche  oure  pnncipal 
desyr  Jjct  we  ssolle  eure  habbe.  fet  is  )jet  his  name  by 
yhal3ed  and  ycowfermed  ine  ous.  jja/ine  huayme  we 
zigge  J)  /  sanctijicetnr  nomen  tuum  :  J»et  is  to  zigge.  *sire  / 
Jjis  is  oure  he3e  wyl  /  Jjis  we  bezechi])  toppe  alle  })ing  / 
J?et  fin  holy  name  /  ]>et  is  fi  guode  los  J?i  knaulechinge  / 
]?i  beleaue  by  y-co«fermed  ine  ous.' 

Ine  fise  uerste  bene  :  we  bezechejj  J?e  uerste  and 
J?e  principal  yefjje  of  fe  holy  gost  /  ))et  is  ])e  yefjje  of 
vvysdom  /  fet  uestne])  /  and  co^zferme]?  fe  herte  in  god. 
and  his  ioyne))  zuo  to  hi?/i :  jjet  /  hi  ne  may  by  ondo  / 
ne  to-deld.  Y/ysdom  is  yzed  of  smac  /  and  of  smacky. 
Yor  huaTzne  fe  man  onderuangj)  })ise  yeffe  :  he  zuel3  [])]  / 
and  smackej)  /  and  uel]?  fe  zuetnesse  of  god.  Ase  me 
uelj)  f e  zuetnesse  of  fe  guode  wyne  ate  zuel3  /  betere 
famine  to  fe  zi3))e.  Ac  to  fan  fet  fou  ondersta?ist  betere 
huet  is  to  zigge  /  *  fi  name  by  yhal3ed  ine  ous :'  fou 
sselt  yA\"yte  fet  fis  word  /  holy  /  is  ase  moche  worjj : 
ase  /  klene.  ase  wyfoute  erfe.  ase  yhal3ed  to  godes 
seruice  /  ase  y-dept  ine  blod  /  ase  yconfermed.  Ine  fise 
uyf  maneres  hal3ej)  Jje  gost  of  "wysdom  /  fe  herte  of 
man.  Yerst  he  his  wypef  /  and  clensefi/  ase  dej?  fet  uer 
[fet]  clenzef)  and  fine]?  fet  gold.  Efterward  he  dej?  away 
al  fe  ilke  uelpe  /  of  alle  erfliche  loue.  and  of  alle  wylle 
of  ulesse.  and  make]?  to  comene  al  out  of  smak.  al  fct 
me  Aves  ywoned  l:>yuore  to  louie.  ase  f  et  weter  is  out  of 
smak  to  fian  f et  is  ywoned  to  fe  guode  wyne.  Efter- 
ward he  hi?7i  hal3e})  of  al  to  godes  seruice.  uor  he  de]j 
h.i7n  al  away  of  alle  wre]}e.  and  deJ?  him  al  fienche  of 
god.  and  to  louie  /  and  serui.  Ase  fe  cherche  is  yhal3ed 
to  godes  seruice.  zuo  fet  me  ne  ssel  o])er  fing  do 
ferinne  :  fa^zne  fe  seruice  of  god.     Efterward  he  depj) 


THY    KINGDOM    COME.  107 

ine  blod.     Vor  he  liise  zet  in  ane  zuo  berni[n]de  loue  / 

and  one  zuo  ziiete  deuocion  of  lesu  crist.    |jet  huanne 

he  ]?engf)  ine  hi?^^-  /  and  liis  passion  :  he  ys  alsuo  ydept  / 

and  al-suo  dronke  of  fe  p?*eciouse  blode  /  fet  lesu  cr/st 

ssedde  uor  him  :  ase  is  a  zop  of  hot  bryead  hua?zne  me 

hit  pote])  in-to  wyn.    fet  is  a  newe  cn'stninge.     Vor 

depe  and  c?'zstni :   is  al  on.     Efterward  he  him  uestne])  5.  Confirming  m 

zuo  me  god  /  fet  no   jjing  ne  may  hi7n  to  parti  ne  ^^^ 

onioyni.  ])Sinne  [he]  wyle fis word nou  zigge:  'J? in  name  "Thywordbe 

by  yhal^ed  ine  ous.'  ])et  is  to  zigge :  *  yef  ous  fane  gost  of  me:ml,^*^'"  ^^' 

wysdom  /  be  huam  bi  we  zuo  yclensed  ase  gold,  and  J  wisdom  ^^'"''^ 

yuayred  of  alle  uelbe  /  huer-by  we  ssolle  by   zuo  uol  whereby  we  may 

•^       -^  r     I  '^  -^  be  renewed  and 

dronke  of  fine  loue  :  fet  alle  of  re  zuetnesses  /  ssolle  by  fastened  in  God, 

ous  bytere  :  be  huam  we  ssolle  by  zuo  yyeue  to  fe  /  an 

to  fine  se?*uise :  f et  neure  mo  of  of ren  we  ne  maky 

strengf  e.  be  liuam  by  we  na3t  wyf  oute  more  y  wesse : 

ac  zuo  moche  ydept  yne  g?'ayne  /  and  ynewed  and  eft- 

ycristned  ine  f  e  bloode  of  lesu  ^cWst  be  deuocioun  of 

ueste  loue  /  huer-by  f  e  name    of  cure  uader  by  zuo 

yuestned  ine  ous:  fet  he  by  cure  uader  and  we  his  sotiiatnothin;? 

zones  /  and  his  eyrs.  zuo  yuestned  fet  no  fing  fet  mo3e  from  God, 

beualle  ne  mo^e  ous  ondo  of  f  e  ilke  uestnesse  /  ne  of 

fise  gi'ace.'  Wei  is  hit  grat  grace  of  god  h[u]a?zne  fe  wyl 

is  zuo  jToted  ine  god  huich  /  ne  may  to  cryepe  uor  none 

uondi?2ge.      Wei  gratter  fing  his  hua?me  me  is  zuo 

yuestned  ine  be  loue  and  adraynprt  in  be  zuetnesse  of  ^"*!  nothing  com- 

'J  I  <J     o  r  foit  us  Init  the 

god.  fet  no  solas  ne  no  co?^fort  me  ne  onderuangf  :  bote  ^'"-^^^  «f  ^o^- 
of  him.  Ac  y-yeue  is  f  e  lierte  parfitliclie  and  jcon- 
fermed.  uor  f e  memorie  is  zuo  cleuiynde  ine  hiin  :  fet 
ne  of  no  fing  f enche  /  bote  ine  him.  And  fet  we 
byddef  hiw  hua?ine  we  ziggef :  sandiJicetMV  nomen 
tuum.   'Ihord  fi  name  by  y-hal^ed  ine  ous.' 

];e    OJPRE    BENE    OF    j)E    HOLY    PAT^i?    NOST^'ii.  The  second  peti- 

tion of  tlie  Pater 

Adueniad  regnum  tuum..    fet  is  fe  of  re  bene  of  fe  Noster,  "Thy 

-  ,  kingdom  come." 

pater  noster.  nuer  we  byddef  /  fet  godes  regne  come  Here  we  pray  tor 
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God's  reii^'n  to 
como  within  us, 
which  is  brought 
alM)ut  by  the  spirit 
of  uiulerslamlinj^, 
thiit  enlighteneth 
the  heart, 


anil  showeth  man 
his  many  faults. 


He  seeLh  that  he 
is  not  clean  nor 
worthy  of  seeing 
Go;l,  " 


so  he  be-^ins  to 
cast  out  tiie  in- 
ward filth  which 
deprives  him  of 
the  sight  of  God. 


[Fol.  33.  a.] 


Tlien  he  finds 
peace,  rest,  solace, 
and  bliss. 


to  ous  /  and  by  wyf-iiine  ou.s.  Cure  Ihord  zayj)  iiie  his 
S])elle  to  his  deciples.  '  pa  regiie  of  god  :  is  nou  wy]?-iime 
you.'  Nou  oiiderstaiid  wol  hou  J?et  may  by.  Hua/aie 
god  yaiy  una  ^raaa  ]?et  mo  clepe))  /  fe  gost  of  onder- 
stondiuge  to  jje  herte.  ase  dejj  the  zonne  Jjet  dej)  away 
fe  jjyesternesse  of  Jje  ny3t  /  ami  waste))  fe  cloudes  /  and 
\>G  liore  urostes  bi  ]?e  moreen.  Alsuo  waste]?  J?e  holy  gost 
alle  fe  Jjyesternesses  of  fe  herte.  and  him  ssewej?  his 
ze/mes  /  and  his  defautes  /  zuo  J?et  ]?e  ilke  wende  by  al 
klene.  jja/me  wyndej)  hi  zuo  uele  defautes.  and  of 
motes,  and  of  doust  wyj?-oute  tale.  Ase  fe  zowne  byam 
ssewujj  his  motes  /  and  fet  doust  fet  bye]?  bene))e  ine 
]>Q  house.  Efterward  he  him  eft  ssewej)  of  ojjre  half  na^t 
wyjj-oute  more  fet  /  ])et  is  wyj}-inne  him  /  ac  J?et  /  pet 
is  benejje  fe  helle.  and  fet  /  f et  is  aboue  him  ine 
heuene.  fet  /  fet  is  aboute  hiin  /  alle  uayre  ssepjjes  : 
fet  alle  herye]?  god  /  and  hi?/z  wytnesse])  hou  god  is 
guod  and  almi^ti.  wys.  and  ua}T.  grat  and  milde. 
zuete.  and  pe  more  me  zy^t  pe  sseppi/iges  bri^te  :  pe 
more  hit  is  wynynde  him-zeluQ  to  yzyenne.  Ac  he 
yzy^J?  /  ])et  he  ne  is  clene  /  ne  worjji  hi??i  to  zyenne  : 
pQitiiie  anhet  pe  guode  herte  and  trewe  /  and  him  wrejje]? 
to  hi7?2-zelue.  )?a?me  nymj)  he  his  pic  /  and  his  spade  / 
and  beginf  to  delue  /  and  to  myny.  and  gej?  in-to  his 
herte.  J^erinne  he  vint  zuo  uele  zennes  /  and  vices  / 
and  zuo  uele  defautes  /  and  zuo  moche  doust  /  and 
tr^Hbulaciouns  of  herte  /  and  of  J703tes  /  and  of  wyckede 
wylles  /  fet  he  him  wrefej?  /  and  zor^ef.  and  nim]j  a 
wycked  wyl  to  hiwi-zelue.  zuo  pet  he  begin))  pe  herte 
to  clensi  to  pe  zo])e  '/  and  to  keste  out  alle  pe  uelfes 
fet  him  benim])  pe  zi^Jie  of  god  ine  him  and  fet  he  dej) 
mid  pe  spade  of  zofe  ssrifjje.  Ac  huanne  he  he))  longe 
yniyned  /  and  he  hef  /  alle  his  uel))es  ykest  out  :  pSLnne 
uint  he  pays  /  and  reste  /  and  solas  /  and  blisse  /  zuo 
fiet  hi??^  f ingf  fet  al  the  wordle  by  an  helle  to  pe  lok- 

1  MS.  ro>o 
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inge  of  jje  ilke  clyernesse  /  and  of  jje  ilke  pays  :  fet  he 
uint  ine  his  herte.  and  j^et  we  oxej?  :  huanne  we  ziggejj 
Adueniad regnuvLi  Umn\.  j^et  is  to  zigge  :  '  Leue  uader  /  "Thy  kingdom 

/  11  -ni  ^       j_       I    (^ome "  is  as  much 

ylyky  )je  /  jjet  ]je  holy  gost  ous  wille  aiy3te  ])e  nerte  /  as  to  say,  "  Dear 

and  clensi  and  zuope  /  al-hu?t  hi  by  wor))i  god  iior  to  Holy  Ghost 

y-zy.   and  ]?et  he  will  come  and  wonie  ase  kyng  /  and  olThelrtf '""''^ 

ase   Ihord.  and  gouernour  /  and  hotere.  zuo    J)et   al  J)e  so  that  God  win 

i.-iT./  Till  1  !•  come  and  dwell 

nerte  by  nis  /  and  he  by  kyng.  and  euremo  we  him  mo^e  ^jt]^  ^^g  ^s  Kino- 
yzy.  uor  ]?et  is  lyf  wyj)  oute  ende.  and  godes  riche  habbe  God's  kingdom  is 
wyb-inne  ous.'      bernore  zayb  oure  Ihord  in  his  spelle  :  fs  a  treasure Md 

"'-'^  ■'  •^J  ■'-ma  field,  that  is 

bet  ffodes  riche  is  ase  on  tresor  in  be  uelde  yhed.  bet  is  greater  than  aii 

.  ,  r  J  r  the  world. 

ine  herte  ]?et  is  gratter  j^awne  al  jje  wordle. 

])E    ]:?RIDDE    BENE    OF    jpE    HOLY    PAT^iJ    NOST-EiB.  The  third  petition 

of  the  Pater 

Fiat  uolurdas  tua  I  sicut  in  celo  Sc  in  teira.     bis  Noster. 
is  jje  ]?ridde  bene  huerinne  we  byddejj  oure  uader  of  done,"&c. 
heuene  /  ]?et  his  wyl  by  ydo  ine  ous  :  ase  hit  is  ydo  ine  we  may  obey  God 
heuene.  pet  is  ase  pe  holy  angles  of  heuene  /  fet  bye])  ange°is  in  hefven, 
zuo  ali^t  /  and  yuestned  ine  god  :  pet  hi  ne  mo^e  oJ?er 
jjing  "wylny  /  bote  pet  god  wille.     ])[s  bene  we  ne  ni03e  but  tins  we  cannot 
habbe  :    boteyef  we  ne  habbe  /  pe  jefpe  of  red.  ])et  is  of  counsel, 
pe  fridde  yefjje  of  j^e  holy  gost  /  fet  ous  tekf  his  o^ene 
imod  wyl.  and  bet  he  ous  wende.  oure  wrechide  wil  /  given  us  by  the 

.  '     Holy  Ghost  to 

and  hise  co/zfermy  /  al  to  pe  he^e  guode.  zuo  jjet  he  ne  confonn  our  wiii 

hej)  ne  03ene  wyt  /  ne  o^ene  wyl.  ak  his  03ene  onlepi- 

liche  /  j^et  hi  by  Iheuedy  of  al  pe  herte  yhollyche.  and 

maki  ine  ous  al  Jjet  hi  wyle  ase  hi  makejj  ine  angles  of 

heuene  /  jjet  make])  echedaye  his  wil  wjp-oute  misnim- 

ynge  /  and  wy])oute  wy])zigginge. 

Nou  hest  ])ou  yherd  pe  ])ri  uerste  benes  *  of  be  pater  in  these  three 

.  petitions  of  the 

noster.  fet  bye])  pe  he3este  /  and  pe  dmgneste.     Ine  pe  Lord's  prayer, 
uerste  /  we  aksep  pe  jeipe  of  wysdom.      Ine  pe^  o])re  :   gift  of  wisdom, 
pe  jefpe  of  onderstondinge.      Ine  pe  ])ridde  /  pet  guode  l  gTo^'ounse"^' 
red.  ase  ich  pe  habbe  aboue  yssewed.     j^ise  ])ri  ]7inges 
we  ne  bydde])  /  na3t  uor  fet  we  hise  habbe])  ine  pjse 
1  MS.  benenes  2  MS.  obe 
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We  cannot  have      lyvLVi  dvadlich  ]Ki rdtlydhG.  alc  wesseaweb  to  oFulreuader 

the  full  measure         ^  '^  i  J  r  L    J 

of  these  in  thu       ourc  wylles  /  \)(it  byci])  /  opev  ssoUe  by  /  to  jjan  ))yt  ])ise 

fri  benes  by  ine  ous  ymad  /  and  uolueld  ine  fe  lyue  eure- 

The  remaining      Icstinde.    j)G  ojjic  vouF  Jjet  comcj)  efte[r]ward  we  wille]) 

four  petitions  are  ,  ,  ,  -jt-  .,  •    ^•    -t        i 

necessary  to  us  in  speKG  auG  opTQ  speche.      VoF  WG  ziggcj)  aperteliche  to 

tins  mortal  life.     ^^^^^  uadcr  '  yef  OUS.  uoryef  ous.  wyte  ous.  delyure  ous.' 

bote  J?ise  vour  benes   of  him  we  ne  habbe  :  we  byej) 

dyade  /  an  euele  betake  ine  Jjise  wordle.     Vor  hi  bye]) 

ous  nyeduoUe  ine  |jise  lyue  dyadlich. 

The  fourth  peti-  ])E    UER])E    BENE    OF    j^E    HOLY    FATER    NOSTSJS. 

tion  of  the  Pater 

Noster.  Puuem  nostvuTci  cotidianum.  da  nobis  Jiodie.    Mochel 

"  Give  us  this  day 

our  daily  bread."  OUS  tek])  ouTG  guode  Hiaystcr  /  to  spekeuB  myldelyche  / 
and  wyshche.  hua?me  he  ous  tekjj  to  zigge.  Vayre 
uader  /  oure  bryad  of  eche  daye  /  yef  ous  to  day,    Huet 

What  may  the       may  ]?e  zoue  betere  acsy  to  his  uader  :  ba/ine  bread  wyb- 

sonaskofhis 

father  better  than  oute  niore  /  uoT  J?ane  day  to  endy  1     He  ne  acsej»  none 

bread  ?  ,  •         r      n  i  t 

[Foi.  33.  b.]       outrage  /  ne  wyn.  ne  uless.  ne  uiss.  [acj  bread  wyjjoute 

He  does  not  ask  niix  i  i  j  t  ■,  ^ 

for  wine,  flesh,  nor  Hiore  [hej  Dyt.  na3t  uor  a-yer  /  ne  na^t  uor  ai  pe  woke,  ac 
itis  a  great  thing  wyf-oute  uiore  :  fane  day  to  endy.  Nou  hit  ]?ing]}  fet 
um!ay  appear  f  ^^*  ^Y  ^^^  ^^^^  V^^^S  >«*  we  acsef  :  ac  uor  zojje  hit  is  wel 
light  request,        gj-^t   fiug.     Huawue  lue  bit    |)e   broJ?erhede  /  and  ]je 

uela3rede  /  and  part  /  and  ri^t  /  ine  alle  ]?e  guodes  of  fe 

house.     Alsuo  hit  is  huose  ]?et  smackejj  of  Jjise  breade. 

He  he]j  fe  broferrede.  and  part  /  and  uela3rede.  and  ri^t. 

and  ine  alle  ])q  guode  dedes  fet  byejj  ine  heuene.  ])et 
for  we  ask  for  the  jg  jjet  bread  of  be  ilke  holy  couent.   bet  bread  of  heuene. 

evei'lasting  bread  j  •j 

that  preserves  the  jjet  bread  of  angles,  bet  bread  lostuol.  bet  bread  of  lyue 

soul. 

eurelestinde.  Vor  hit  yef  J?  guod  lyf  /  and  lokejj  Jje 
zaule  wyjj-oute  steruinge.  Huer-of  zoj)  zay])  ine  jje 
godspelle.  *  Ich  am  fet  bread  of  lyue  /  ])et  com  doun 
uram  heuene.  hou  fet  ssel  ete  of  J?o  breade  :  he  ssel 

This  is  true  meat,   eure  lybbe  wyjj-oute  steruinge.'    j?et  bryad  is  mete  ari^t. 

all  the  hunger  of  uor  hit  stouchef  al  fane  honger  of  fe  wordle  /  and  ueljj 
man  Jet  he  he])  yno^  /  zuo  ne  def  non  ofer  mete.     j)et 

It  is  the  bread  and  is  fet  bread  and  ]?e  mete  /  ])et  fou  nymst  /  of  ]?e  sac7'e- 
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ment  of  be   wyeuede  /  bet   bou  sselt   ete  zuybe  /  and  meat  taken  of  the 

J^  "^  ,  '^  t      I  sacrament  of  the 

glotounliche  /  ase  tekjj  ])e  writinge  /  ase  de]j  Jje  leclier-   aitar. 

ous  jjane  guode  mete  :  jjet  ojjerliuil  uorzuel3 jj  j?ane  giiode 

snode  /  wy])-oute  cliewynge.   ])et  is  to  zigge  /  Jjet  ]?ou 

sselt  iiyme  perne  mete  mid  greate  wylle  of  herte  /  and 

mid  gmt  lost.     And  f)ou  hit  sselt  ase  hit  by  uorzuel^e  / 

wyJ?-oute  cliewynge.  and  jjet  is  to  zigge.  yleue  ine  grat  / 

]?et  /  ])et  hit  is  ]?e  zoj^e  bodi  of  lesu  crist.  and  jje  zaule.    and  the  true  body 

.  ,  of  Jesus  Christ. 

and  jje  godhede  /  al  to-gydere  /  wyjj-oute  to  zeche  :  hou 

hit  may  by.     Vor  god  may  more  do  :  jtanne  man  mo^e 

onderstonde.    Efterward  me  ssel  jjerne  mete  eft  chyewe  /  one  should  chew 

ase  ]?e  oxe  fet  gers  fet  he  he]?  uorzuol3e.     )pet  is  to  the'^o™t'he  grass  "^ 

zigge  ])et  me  ssel  recordi  zueteliche  and  smalliche  be  J^^t^ Je  has  swai- 

little  stechches  /  alle  ]?e  guodnesses  of  oure  Ihorde  and 

al  jjet  lesu  crist  folede  ine  erfe  uor  ous.     And  jja/zne 

vint  ]?e  herte  j^ane  ri^te  smac  of  )?e  ilke  mete,  and  onder- 

ua[n]gj?  ane  wel  greate  hete  of  jje  loue  of  god.  and  anewel 

greate  wylnynge  to  do  yno^  an  to  ])olye  uor  him  al  j^et  he 

mi^te.  and  al  pis  dep  Jje  mrtue  of  po  breade.  Vor]?et  is  ]jet  Tins  bread  com- 

,  forts  and 

bread  pet  coniorte])  and  streng]?ej)  pe  herte  /  to  J?et  hy  by  strengthens  tiie 

wel  Strang  uor  to  Jiolye  /  and  do  grat  ]?ing  uor  Godes  things  foVtS love 

loue.     Ac  Jjet  ne  may  na3t  by  wyjj-oute  ]?e  uerjje  yefj?e  "^  ^"'^• 

of  Jje  holy  gost  /  J?et  is  y-cleped  ]?e  yef  jj  of  streng]je  /  jjet 

armej)  godes  kny3t  /  and  him  dejj  yerne  to  by  martired. 

and  make b  ham  le^ie  betuene  be  tormens.     Nou  mi^t  Thus  when  we 

^      ask  bread  we  ask 

fou  wel  yzy  hou  corteysliche  /  hua7^ne  we  acsej?  J?et  ilke  or  strength. 

bread  :  we  acsej)  Jjane  yefjje  of  stre[n]g])e.     Vor  ase  Jjet 

bread  bodylich  /  sostene])  and  streng]?ejj  jjet  bodi :  alsuo 

Jje  yef]?e  of  stre[n]g])e  /  make]?  jje  herte  Strang  to  Jjolye  / 

and  to  done  grat  ])ing  uor  god.     )pet  ilke  bread  we  hit  This  bread  we  caii 

clepiy]?  oure  /  uor  hit  wes  ymad  of  oure  do3e.  ybhssed  made  of  our 

by  ])e  guode  wyfman  :  pet  of  hiren  fet  flour  pei  to  dede.  '^°"^^- 

pat  wes  fe  mayde  Marie,  and  y  fry  d  ine  fe  J?anne  of  pe  blessed  by  the 

crouche  /  ase  he  zayjj  ine  jje  sautere.  uorzo])e  uorzoJ?e  ^^'-}  ^'"'^e" 

yfryd  ine  his  o^ene  blode.  uor  bet  dede  he  /  ine  be  greate  and  tried  in  the 

"^  *  I  J     CI  p.^,^  of  the  cross. 

wylle  of  his  loue  /  jjet  he  hedde  to  ous.    And  jjet  is  fet 
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It  is  bread  twi(>e 
IjHked. 


It  is  ours  because 
Clirist  left  it  to 
us  us  His  last  re- 
quest. 


It  is  our  daily 
bread,  because 
each  day's  dole 
is  given  us  by 
God. 


Each  day  it  is 
necessary  to  us, 


and  each  day  one 
shall  take  it  either 
at  tlie  sacrament  of 
the  altar,  or  by 
right  belief. 


It  is  bread,  not 
for  churls,  but  for 
noble  hearts, 
cleansed  and 
washed  by  shrift. 


It  is  sure  sub- 
stantial bread, 

surpassing  all 
other  substances 
in  virtue  and 
dignity. 


bread  tuies  y-huke  /  liuei-mide  he  astorej)  his  ssip.  ]?et 
is  holy  cherche  /  uor  to  pasy  pa  greate  ze  /  of  jjise 
pe/ilouse  worJle.  Hit  i.s  oure.  uor  he  hit  ous  let :  at 
his  yleaue  nymynge  /  and  at  his  laste  bequide  /  lesu 
crist  ]?e  wel  large  /  ase  meste  greate  tresor  :  J)et  he  ous 
mi3te  lete.  and  hit  ous  yaf  ase  )?et  uayreste  iowel  /  ))et 
he  ous  nii3te  yeue.  and  ])et  we  hit  ssolde  loky  :  uor  his 
loue.  Hit  is  uorzojje  oure  /  uor  noting  ne  may  /  liit  ous 
beniine  toyens  oure  wylle.  Vie  hit  clepie])  oure  bread 
of  echedaye.  Jiet  is  to  zigge  /  of  eche  daye.  uor  fet  is  fe 
eche  dayes  dol  /  fet  god  yefj)  to  his  wel  wilynde  :  ])et 
eche  daye  do)?  liis  seruice  /  and  ziggej?  his  oures.  fet  is 
to  alle  guode  herten  /  fet  eche  daye  zueteliche  be  zojje 
loue  make])  memorie  /  and  befenchinge  of  his  passion. 
pet  greate  of  fe  prouendre  /  we  nime])  ine  oiu-e 
heruest  ine  heuene  /  hua/me  we  him  ssolle  ysy  onwry3e  / 
ine  his  uayrhede  /  ase  he  is.  Hit  is  ysed  jjeruore  eche- 
dayes  :  fet  eche  daye  /  hit  is  ous  nyeduol  and  echedaye 
me  ssel  hit  nyme  /  ojjer  ate  sacrament  of  pe  wefde  /  ase 
do])  J)e  prestes  :  ojjer  gostliche  be  ri^te  byleaue.  pet 
bread  is  wel  precious  /  an  wel  noble  /  and  wel  ydi^t. 
Jpet  is  kynges  mete  /  huerinne  byef  ech  manyere  lyk- 
inges  /  and  alle  guode  smackes  /  ase  zayjj  fe  boc  of 
wysdome.  fet  ne  is  na^t  mete  to  gromes  /  ne  to  yeue. 
ne  to  piecaille.  ne  to  cheuaille.  ne  to  cherles,  ac  to 
noble  herten  and  gentil.  an  cortays.  and  clene.  ]>et  is 
to  fe  herte  jjet  is  gentil  be  g?'ace.  noble  /  be  guod  lyf. 
yclensed  /  and  ywesse  be  zojje  ssrifte.  Of  Ipise  m'rtue 
spekj)  saynt  matheu  ])e  wangeliste  /  and  hit  clepef  ziker 
bread  substanciel.  fet  is  to  zigge  :  ]?et  pasej?  /  and 
ouerge]}  alle  substances  /  and  alle  ssepfes  be  ver.  ine 
u/rtue  /  and  ine  dingnete  /  and  in  alle  ojjre  maneres  of 
worj}.  ne  me  ne  may  betere  write  /  ne  more  yno3  : 
fa/zne  wit  substances.  Me  zayjj  jiet  mete  is  }?e  mi3[t]- 
uoller  /  J)a?^ne  he  he]?  yno3  of  my3te.  and  of  noriss- 
inge.  and  pe  more  pet  he  is  norissinde  :  me  zay]?  fet  he 
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is  pe  substancieler.   and  jjere-uore  ])et  ine  Jjise  breade  is 

more  mrtue  /and  ofgiiod  /  and  of  nort?^re  /  bawne  me   and  contains  more 

^  nutriment  tlian 

mo3e  ]?enclie  /  ojjer  zigge.     ne  zay]?  me  na3t  jjet  hit  is  anything  else. 

substanciel.  alsuo  me  zayjj  jjet  hit  is  ope  substance  / 

jjet  is  /  uzVtuous  /  and    substanciel  aboue    onderston- 

digge  /  and  wenynge.     pet  bread  we  bydde]?  to  oure  we  pray  for  this 

uader.  and  him  we  bidde]?  /  ]?et  he  hit  ous  yeue  to-day.  is^Tn  tws  m^rtaf 

ine  jjise  daye  /  ]?et  is  ine  Jjise  dyadliche  Hue.   zuo  pet  ^^^^' 

we   mo^e   maky  ane  guode  iornee  /  and  to  abyde    pe 

gledlaker  oure  ssepe.    pet  is  pe  peny  pet  he  yefjj  to  his  tmsIs  the  penny 

workmen  /  h[u]a?zne  euen  com]?.   ]?et  is  j^e  ende  of  pe  workmen  when 

evening  cometh. 

liue. 

j)E    VIFTE    BENE    OP    ])E    HOLY    PATJE^    "NOSTER.  The  5th  petition 

of  the  Pater 

Dimitte  nobis  dehita  nostva.  sicut  et  nos  dimittimns  ^roSve  us  our 
debitoribus  nostris.       Ine   bise  bene    we    biddeb    oure  t^e^P^sses,"  &c. 

J  J  Here  we  say, 

uader    of  heuene  /  jjet  he   ous  wylle  uoryeue   /  oure  Forgive  us  our 

misdedes  /  ase  we  uoryeue]?  to  ham  :  jjet  ous  mis-do]?. 

o]?er  habbe])  mis-do.   ]?a??ne  zigge  we  ]?us.   'Leue  uader/         ^'^^'  ■■' 


uoryef  ous  oure  dettes  :  ase  we  uoryeue  J?  oure  dettours.'  as  we  forgive  our 

debtors. 

Oure  dettes  :  byef  oure  ze?znes  /  ]?et  we  habbe]?  ydo  our  debts  are  our 


sms. 


wexe  ope  oure  zaulen.  j)et  is  pet  beste  wed  of  pe  house. 
j)e  zenuolle  be  one  ze^zne  dyadlich  /  ]?et  zuo  zone  is 
y-pased  /  ase  to  pe  loste  /  o]?er  ase  to  pe  dede  /  is  the  interest  of 

,.  ,,1  1.     which  is  hell  pain. 

y-obliged  to  zuo  ane  greate  gaueiinge :  pet  he  ne  he^ 

mi3te  to  hit  endi.     ]?et  is  to  pe  pine  of  helle  /  ]?et  is 

wy]?-oute  ende.     Efterward  /  he  ssel  to  gode  /  ])et  he  No  man  could 

hep  J^yvepe^L  /  zuo  gr«t  amendes  :  ]?et  he  ne  he]?  mi3te  amends  for  one 

nor  to  yelde.     Vor  ine  al  his  lyue  ]?a3  ha  leuede   an    ^^  ^  ^^"' 

hondred  year  o]?er  more :  he  ne  mi3te  na3t  do  uoluel- 

linde  penonce  of  one  dyadliche  zenne  /  yef  god  wolde 

usy  to  yelde  dom.     And  ]?eruore  hit  behoueb  to  yerne  therefore  it  be- 

hoveth  him  to  run 

to  be  cort  of  merci  and  bidde  merci  /  and  aksy  uorye-  to  the  court  of 

,  mercy, 

uenesse.  Vor  be  pe  Yi^^te  of  pe  cort  of  dom  /  pe  zene- 
3ere  ssolde  by  demd  /  and  ycowdemned  to  dya])e  eure- 
lestinde.     )peruore  oure  guode  mayster  lesu  cr?'st  ous  for  by  the  court 


Ill 
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ofjustioe  we 
tthouKl  be  dooineil 
to  death  everlast- 
ing. 


If  we  do  not  for- 
give otliers,  God 
will  not  forgive 
us. 


Wlierefore  in  thy 
prayer,  see  thou 
hast  no  wicked 
will,  cast  out  all 
wrath,  evil,  and 
hate. 


Think  how  Christ 
forgave  his  ene- 
mies who  crucified 
him. 


It  is  no  great 
thing  to  return 
good  for  good, 


but  since  we  are 
God's  children, 


we  ought  to  for- 
give one  another, 
and  love  our  ene- 
mies, and  pray  for 
them. 


tck])  zuo  to  oxi  uoryeuenesse  and  quittinge  lma?me  we 
l)id(lej)  oure  guode  iiadur  ])et  is  zuete  and  milde  /  nor  tu 
y[e]uene  :  large  and  corteys  /  pat  he  ous  uory[e]ue  oui;e 
luisdedes. 

Ac  nim  wel  hede  hou  fou  bidde.  *  Voryef  ous  oure 
misdedis  /  ase  we  uoryeuc]?  to  liani :  Jjet  ous  habbejj 
luisdo,'  Vor  yef  we  ne  uoryeuej?  to  ham  |?et  ous  habbe]) 
iiii[s]do  :  god  ne  uoryefjj  na3t  ous  oure  inisdedes.  ase 
he  lii//izelf  zayj?  ous  /  ine  pe  godspelle.  jjaA^ne  he  Jjet 
zayjj  liis  pater  noste/*  /  and  he]?  ine  his  herte  hate  / 
wre|)e  /  o]?er  wyckedhede  :  he  bit  more  aye  hiw-zelue  : 
p-dniie  uor  lii??i-zelue.  Vor  he  bit  god  /  Jjet  he  ne 
uoryeue  hi?/i  na^t  /  hua?ine  he  zay]?.  *uoryef  me :  ase  ich 
uoryeue.'  and  uor  pet  at  alle  p&  times  pet  fou  zayst  })i 
pate?"  noste/"  beuore  god  jjet  yzi^]?  ])ine  herte  :  jjou  sselt 
uoryeue  j^ine  Avyckede  ml  /  and  keste  out  of  fine  herte  : 
alle  wre]?e  /  and  alle  hate,  and  euelwyl.  oferlaker  J)i 
bene  is  more  aye  pe  :  punne  uor  pe.  Yef  hit  pe  )?ingjj 
Strang  J^ing  and  kuead  uor  to  uoryeuene  /  ])in  euel  wyl 
to  ham  J»et  pe  hatiejj  /  o]?er  ]?et  pe  kuead  willej?  /  huer 
he  al  misdej? :  jjench  jjet  god  uoryaf  his  dya])  to  ham 
fet  him  dede  a  pe  rode  /  pe  uor  to  yeue  uorbisne  /  uor 
to  uoryeue  to  ham  /  ]?et  pe  habbe])  misdo  /  and  more 
yet  eft :  ham  guod  do :  yef  hi  habej)  nye[de]  to  pe.  Vor 
ase  he  zayjj  ine  his  spelle.  Ne  is  hit  na^t  grt^t  ping  ne 
gi'ctt  ofseruinge  aye  god  to  do  guod  to  ham  fet  ous  dojj 
guod.  ne  to  louie  ]?o  ]?et  ous  louyef  1  Vor  fet  de]?  pe 
paen  /  and  pe  sarasyn  /  and  o]?re  zene^eres.  Ac  we  ])et 
byej)  godes  children  be  byleaue  and  be  grace  /  and  we 
bye])  cristene  ynemned  of  lesu  cHst  /  and  we  bye]?  eyrs 
mid  him  of  pe  heritage  of  paradys  /  of  ous  to  uoryeue 
pe  on  to  J?e  opre  /  and  louye  oure  uyendes.  pet  is  to 
zigge  hare  persones.  an  bidde  uor  ham  /  and  do  ham 
guod  yef  hy  habbe j?  nyede  and  ])ou  hit  mi3[t]  do.  Vor  ]?us 
he  hit  hat  ine  his  spelle.  j;a?2ne  ssolle  we  onlepiliche 
hatye  pe  zennes  /  and  louie  pe  zaules.   fet  byef  ymad 
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to  ])e  anliknesse  of  oure  lorde.     Alsuo  ase  a  lenie  of  pe 
bodye  /  louejj  and  uorberj?  an  o'pev.  yef  o  leme  bleclie])  weareaiione 
anojjer  be  cas.   j^e  o])er  na^t  him  awrecj)  j^eruore.     We  Jesus'" 
bye])  al  o  body  ine  lesu  crist  /  ase  zayj)  ]?e  apostel,  and 

I  ^  1        •       /  tFol.  35.  a.] 

jjeruore  we  ssolle  ech  loiiye  ojier  /  and  na^t   hatie  /  ne 

harnii  mid  wrong  /  on  /  Ipe  opev.      Huo  ])et  ojjerlaker  whoso  hateth  an- 

!,!•  ii/ii-  11  1  1     other  is  a  mur- 

dep  :  he  is  mansia^te  /  and  niwi-zeiue  cmmiiep  ase  zayp  ^ie,.ei. 
])e  wrytinge.     Znych  can  zigge  his  pate/'  noster  :  hint 
were  betere  j^et  he  were  stille.   uor  he  let  his  domes- 
man  :  ayens  hi7?i. 

In  bise  bene  bet  we  dojj  to  gode,   we  him  bezcchej)  in  this  petition 

we  ask  God  for 

one  yef))e  of  j^e  lioly  gost  /  pet  is  y-cleped  /  jje  yefj^e  /  thegiftofk-now- 

of  connynge.   ]?et  make])  })ane  man  ine  ])03te  and  uol  of 

wytte.     jpes  gost  him  sseweb  huet  he  is.   and  ine   linet  whereby  man 

sees  what  he  is, 

peril  he  is.  and  ]iua?mes  he  com]),   and  huyder  he   gep.   and  in  wiiat  peril 

and  ])et  he^dej).  and  pe  misdede  ])et  he  he])  ydo.  and 

hou  moche  /  ho  he])  hyer  ywonne.    and  hou  moche  he 

ssel.     And  hua?2ne  he  yzi3t  ])et  he  ne  he])  huermide  and  seeing  his 

.  .    own  imperfec- 

endy  :  panne  him  dep  pes  gost  wepe  /  and  grede  merci  tions,  he  asks 

to  god  /  and  zigge.      '  Lhord  /  iioryef  me  mine   dettes. 

])et  bye})  myne  ze?inen.     Vor  ich  am  mochel  ine   dette 

ayen  pe  /  and  uor  pe  qiieades  pet  ich  habbe  ydo.   and 

uor  ])eJguodes  ])et  ich  habbe  uoryete  /  and  ylete  to  done. 

pet  ich  my3te  /  and  ssolde  habbe  ydo.     And  uor  J)o  ^^^  ^^^,  .  ^ 

guodes  pet  pou  me  best  ydo.  and  pine   greate   guod-  for  his  great  sins. 

nesses  pet  ich  habbe  eche  daye  onderuonge  /  huyche 

ich    habbe   kueadliche    yvzed   /    and    pe    kueadliche 

yserued.       And  peruore  Lhord  ich  ne  habbe    huer-of 

rnaki  peyeldinge  :  iioryef  me  pet  ich  pe  ssel.'     Himniie  when  he  knows 

,.,  ,  /  T-,  I'lP  ^'^^  faults, 

pes  gost  hi7n  hep  zuo  aly3t  /  pet  he  knaup  his  defautes  : 

and  pa?ine  him  dep  keste  out  of  pe  herte  alle  wrepe  /  he  casts  out  iii- 

,  ,.  I/O   will  from  his 

and  alle  hate  /  and  al  to  uoryeue  Ins   euele  ywyl  /  yei  heart, 
per  is  eni.  and  yef  per  ne  is  :  he  is  ine  wylle  and  ine 

.  ^  -  ,        „  -  .  .  and  then  is  he  able 

porpos  uor  to  uoryeuene  mid  herte  /  yet  me  him  misdep.   to  say,  "Father, 

And  pa/ine  may  he  zigge  wel.      'Vayre  uader  uoryef  ous  misdeeds  as  we  do 

oure  misdedes/ase  we  dop  to  ham :  pet  ous  habbep  misdo.'  wrongTd  us!"  ^^^^ 

8  * 


H<'»  LEAD    US    NOT    INTO    TEMPTATION. 


The  «th  pelitiuii  J)K    ZIXTE    BENE    OF    ])E    HOLY    PATER    NOST^R. 

of  the  Pater 

"  And  lead  us  not  -^^^  ^^'  '^os  iiiducas  ifi  temptacioneui.  ])(i  yljornde  : 
The  bu^'onr*  ^^^^'  *~^^'^^'  ^^^^^  P^  ^^^®  P^^  ojjerliuyl  yualle  is  into  zewne. 
dreads  the  fire,      }ula/^ne  fe  zeuYHi  lii//i  is  u(jiy[e]ue  :  he  is  ))e  more  milde  : 

and  Jje  more  dreduol  /  and  J>e  more  he  hej?  g/*ater  dred(3 
so  the  sinner  who  of  uoiidi/ige.  jjcruore  bit  he  hier  to  huam  god  his  mis- 
anui'd^'of  hiiung  dedes  uoryefjj  /  Jjet  he  hine  loky  uram  ayen-uallinge. 
intosui.  ^^  ^g  ^^^g   indacas  in  temptaclonexa..  ]jet  is  to  zigge. 

*  Vayre  zuete  uader  /  ne  led  ous  na3t  in- to  uondinge.'  \>q 
Tiie  devil  is  the;     dyeucl  is  be  uondere.  vor  hit  is  his  creft  /  huer-of  he 

tempter, 

serue]?  ine  godes  house  /  uor  to  proui  fe  newe  kny^tes. 

and  yef  Jje  uondinge  nere  guod  and  uremuol  to  guode  / 

god  Jjet  al  make]?  uor  oure  guode  /  nolde  na3t  f olye  fet 

but  when  he  heat-  \^{  comc.  lAc  asc  zayb  saut  bernard.  huawne  be  uondere 

eth  our  backs, 

he  is  making  our    OUS  kuokej)  ope  fane  reg  :  he  ous  ssepjj  oure  corounes 

crowns  of  bliss,  n  •,  ^• 

as  when  one  dubs  01  bhsse.  Ase  ))e  like  fet  ope  J?  e  regge  oi  Jje  guode 
smiting  and  beat-  kuy^te  /  smit  and  beat  /  him  ssept  his  los  :  and  his 
Sfed^wuri^'^to  ^lisse.  \)Q  dyeuel  ferto  propr^liche  uondef  ]?ane  man  : 
di-aw  man  from  ^^^  ]^g  hiTiQ  my^te  ^vyjjdra^o  uram  jje  loue  of  god. 
jperuore  bit  sainte  pawel  his  deciples  /  fet  hi  by  j^zet 
ase  tours,  yroted  ase  trawes  :  ine  loue.  zuo  jjet  non 
uondinge  \n.m  ne  mo^e  refye  /  ne  rocky,     j^eruore  ine 


God 


[Fol.  35.  b.] 


In  this  petition      ijise  bezecliinfye  we  acseb  help  of  erode  ine  oure  batavle  / 

we  ask  help  of         ^  .    ,  . 

God  in  our  battle,  and  ))e  ycfjje  of  pite.   ]jet  is  a  grace  bet  bedeaweb   be 

as  well  as  the  gift 

of  pity.  herte  and  make]?  his  zuete  and  reu]7euol.   and  make]? 

his  al  become  grene  /  and  ber]?  yno^  frut  of  guode 
workes  \v}^]?-oute  and  wy]?-inne  er]?e  /  streng]?i  his  roten 
ine  ]?e  er]?e  of  libbende.  ]?et  is  ase  ]?et  guode  mortyer  / 
huer-of  me  make]?  ]?e  guode  walles  sarzineys  J?et  me  ne 
may   na^t   brake   /    ne    mid    pic  /  ne   mid  mongenel 

We  say,  "Sweet     jpawnc  huaTiue  we  zigge]?.   et  ne  nos  inducas  in  tempt - 

Father,  make  our         .  ,    •     .        •  ^  tt  ^  i        /         i 

iiearts  fast,  so  cicwnem..  fct  IS  to  ziggc.     Vayrc  zuete  uader  /  make  oure 

ation"may"^rhake  ^^rtcu  ueste  /  an  stedeucst  /  ]?et  hi  ne  ssake  uor  none 

We™"  uondynge  fet  to  hare  com]?.'     We  ne 'bydde]? na^t  /  ]?et 

not  to  be  tempted,  ^ye  ne  ssolle  by  uoudcd  :  Vor  ]?et  were  a  fole  bezech- 
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inge  /  and  ssamiiol.  Ase  jje  zone  of  a  guod  man  jjet 
ssel  by  a  newe  kny^t  him  bezek]?.  'Leue  uader  ich  j^e 
bidde  ))et  ])ou  me  loki  jjet  icli  ne  giio  neuremo  :  ne  to 
ioiistes  /  ne  to  tornemens.'     We  wylleb  wel  bet  we  l)y  but  we  desire  to 

be  tempted,  for 

yuonded.   vor  hit  is  oure  ureme  ine  iiele  maneres.  nor  that  is  our  profit, 

we  byejj  Jje  more  ymylded  /  and  Ipe  dreduoiler  /  and  pe 

more  vr^s  ine  alle  Jiinges.  and  j^e  more  worj)  /  an  ]}e 

more  asayd.    Vor  ase  zay]?  Salomon.   Ze  ]?et  ne  hej?  ]?ise 

uondinges  :  he  ne  may  no])ing  wel  co??-ne.  bote  ase  me  for  otherwise  we 

,  ,,„  /IT  ••  TT       ^  ^^^^  know  nothing 

kan  Jie  batayle  oi  troye  /  be  nyere-ziggmge.    Vor  he  ne  of  these  trials, 

may  hi??i-zelue  yknawe  /  ne  him  uestni  ine  ]?e  streng]?e  nor  learn  how  to 

of  his  uye?2des  /  ne  hare  sotylhede.   and  hou    god    is  against^thTfiend 

trewe  to  ]>e  nyede  /  his  uryend  iior  to  helpe.   ne  of  hou 

uele  zennes  /  ne  of  hou  uele  perils  /  he  he])  ]?e  ofte 

yloked.   and  uor  alle  Jjise  skeles  /  he  ne   ssel  na^t  ari3t 

conne  god  louie  /  ne  him  ))onki  of  his  guode.     Ac  we 

him  biddeb  bet  he  lokv  oure  herten  /  bet  hi  ne  ffuo  in-  we  entreat  God 

^   ^  "^         _  '    -;  ^  _      that  our  hearts 

to  uondynge  /  jjet  is  J?et  hi  ne  consenti.     Vor  al  Ipet  is  may  not  consent 

to  sin. 

of  ous  :  we  bye])  zuo  poure  /  and  zuo  fyeble  /  Ipet  we 
ne  mo3e  na3t  ane  time  of  the  daye  ])olye  Ipe  asaylinges 
of  pe  dyeule  :  wy]?-oute  Ipe  help  of  oure  Ihorde.  And 
hua?me  he  ous  fayleb  :  we  £?uo])   ber-in.       Hua??ne  he  ^'^^^  ^^  heipeth 

•J      ^  <->      f     J  us  then  we  fight 

OUS  help])  :  we  wy])stonde]7.   and  we  uy3te]7  /  and  we  and  overcome. 
ouercome]).     And  ])eruore  we  zigge]?.     *  Lyeue  uader  ne 
led  ous  na3t  into  uondinge.  ])et  is  ne  })ole  na3t  /  J)et  we 
goin-to  cowsentinge.' 

pE    ZEUBNDE    BENE    OF    j^E    HOLY    FATER    NOST^^iJ.  The  7th  petition 

of  the    Pater 

Sed  libera  nos  a  malo  amen.     Saynt  austin  zay]).  ^Burdeiiver  us 
])et  ])e  o])re  vices  ous  make])  o])er  ])e  kueade  to  done  :  ^"""^  ^^^^■" 
o])er  ])e  guodes  lete  to  done.     Ac  al  fet  me  he]?  ydo.  ^^e^JJ^^od  ^^ 
and  alle  ])e  yef])es  pet  he  he])  yporchaced  :  j^rede  is  ine  p"^^  ^^^^^  *^  ^®" 
wille  to  destrue  /  and  tobenime.     An  ])eruore  h[u]a72ne 
god  he])  y-yeue  to  man  ])et  he  him  help  ybede  ine  ])ise 
zeue  benes  beuore  yzed.  ])ane  uerst  hit  is  nyed  uor  zo])e  : 
})et  he  him  delyuri  of  fe  kueade  /  and  of  his  aspiinges.  wherefore  we  ask 
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(Jod  to  (It'livor  us 
from  evil. 


Wo  eutiTiit  to  be 
ilelivered  from 
the  devil  and  his 
bleifrhts. 


We  pray  for  the 
gift  of  fear,  so 
that  we  may  be 
delivered  from  all 
sins. 

[Fol.  36.  a.] 


The  seven  gifts 
of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

It  behoveth  us  to 
speak  with  rever- 
ence of  these 
gifts. 


1.  We  shall  say 
what  are  the  gifts, 

2.  why  they  are 
so  called, 

3.  why  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost, 

4.  why  seven,  and 
neither  more  nor 
less, 

5.  what  good  they 
do  us. 


A  blissful  bridal 
was  made  in  the 
Avomb  of  Mary 
when  God's  Son 
espoused  our  flesh 
and  nature. 


Many  fair  gifts 
He  brought  to  his 
spouse. 


Christ  was  the 
flovN-er  of  Naza- 
reth. 


And  Jjeruore  i-omp  alast  ))is  heiie  /  ase  fe  efter-wardo  / 
jjet  zay])  jjous.  >S'ed  libera  nos  a  inalo.  amen.  ])et  is 
tozigge :  'Lyeue  iiaderdeliiire  o[ii]s  offe  kiieade.  jjet  is  to 
zigge:  oftlie  dy[e]uele.  and  of  liis  sle3j)Gs.  Jjet  we  ne  lyese 
])<i  \)rf'\\it  I  ])e  guodes  :  jjct  ])ou  ous  liest  y-yeiie.'  Inne 
]7ise  bene  we  liiiii  l)id(l('])  /  ))et  he  ous  yeue  j^e  yeffe  /  of 
drede.  huei-hy  we  ssolle  by  delpired  of  ))e  kueade  /  and 
of  alle  o])er  kuead.  )?et  is  of  alle  zene  /  and  of  alle 
perils  ine  ])ise  wordle  :  and  ine  ])e  o))re.     Ainen. 

Nou  best  foil  y-berd  ]?e  notes  /  fet  me  kan  noty  ope 
J)ise  zonge  fet  god  made,  jjet  is  jjet  pater  noster.  Kou 
loke  J)et  ))ou  bit  conne  wel  zinge  ine  jjine  herte.  Vor 
grat  guod  J?e  ssel  beualle  :  yef  Jjou  zuo  dest. 

])E    ZEUE    YEF])ES    of    ])E    HOLY    COST. 

Efter  ])Q  zeue  benes  Jjet  bye]?  y-contyened  ine  boll 
pater  noster  :  ous  beboue])  to  spekene  mid  greate  reuer- 
ence  /  of  zuo  be3e  matiere  /  ase  of  fe  zeuen  boly  yeffes 
of  J)e  boly  gost  /  ase  be  bi??2zelf  ous  ssel  tecbe.  And 
uerst  we  wylle]?  zigge  :  buycbe  bye]?  fe  yefjjes.  Efter- 
ward  bueruore  bi  byej)  y-cleped  /  yefjje.  and  buereuore 
yef]?e  of  fe  boli  gost.  Efterward  bueruore  fer  byeJ) 
zeuen  /  iie  mo  /  ne  les.  and  efterward  of  fe  guodes  jjet  bi 
ous  do]?.  rWone  is  and  cortayzie  /  ]?et  b[u]a?ine  man  is 
ricbe  /  and  worjji  /  and  noble  /  and  com])  to  bis  spouse  / 
and  be  bise  loue]?  mid  al  bis  berte  and  bire  breng])  of 
bis  ioiax.  Ysaie  }}e  profete  yze3  ine  goste  })e  ilke  blis- 
uolle  bredale  /  j?et  wes  ymad  ine  ]?e  wo??ibe  of  ]?e  blisfolle 
mayde  marie  /  bua?zne  godes  zone  nom  /  and  spousede 
oure  zoster  and  oure  uless.  oiu'e  manbode  /  and  oure 
kende.  Yef  we  telle]?  ]7e  ioiax  and  fe  uayre  yeffies  fet 
be  bro3te  mid  \n.m  uor  to  yeue  to  bis  spouse  /  and  to 
bis  eldringes  /  and  zayde  ]?ous  ])e  zuete  p^^ofete  wel 
corteislicbe.  'Of  ]?e  rote  of  iesse  ssel  guo  out  a  yerd  / 
]?et  ssel  bere  ]?et  flour  of  nazare]?.'  ]?et  is  to  zigge  :  J?et 
flour  /  of  flours.     Vor  nazare]?  :  is  ase  mocbe  wor]?  /  ase 
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flour  /  and  gixice.  ase  nioche  ase  cos.  and  ope  J^et  flour  : 
him  ssel  resti  ])e  holi  gost.j  Jje  gost  of  wysdome  :  and  of 
onderstondinge.  pe  gost  of  streng]?e  :  and  of  u/rtue,  ])0 
gost  of  wytte  :  and  of  pite.  pe  gost  of  godes  drede.  j^ise 
byeb  be  g?'aces  huer-of  lie  wes  al  uol  /  uram  |)e  time  ])et  From  ms  birth 

He  was  Ml  of  all 

he  wes  onderuonge  in-to  ])e  wombe  of  his  nioder.  ase  |)e  graces, 

as  the  sea  is  full 

greate  ze  is  uol  of  w^etere  /  and  w^elle  of  alle  weteres  /  of  water. 

zuete  /  an  zalte.  huer-of  hi  weterej?  al  pe  wordle.     Alsuo 

wes  he  ase   zay]?   sayn  Ion  /  zuo  uol  of  gr«ce  and  of 

zobe  /  bet    of  his    uolhede :  we    iiiineb   al.     bise  zeue  And  we  partake  of 

f^     '   f  y  i  His  fulness. 

gostes  /  and  bise  zeue  yef bes  we  onderuongeb  al  /  mid  we  receive  tiiese 

holy  gifts  with 

Jje  holy  crzstni'/zge.     Ac  ase  jje  graces  bodiliche  ]jet  god  holy  christening. 

yefjj  to  J)e  childe  /  iiie  wytte  /  ine  guodnesse  /  and  ine 

streng])e  /  and  ine  o]?re  graces  j^et  he  yefj?  to  his  ^\'3dle. 

to  echin  he  \\im  sseweb  litel  /  and  litel.  ase  bet  child  ^*  ^'"^^  ^"  ^  ^^^^^ 

*  '  '  degree, 

wext  /  and  com]?  uoYp.     Alsuo  is  he  in  his  g?'«ces  gost-  . 

liche  be  jjan  jjet  ech  profitej?  ine  guode  /  and  agrayjje]? 

his  herte  /  and  hhji  vef b  to  gode  :  be  ban  bet  god  him  ^"*  increasing 

'  ./JO  J         r        o  more  and  more  in 

yef])  more  /  and  more  of  grace.     And  bet  sseweb  bis  ^lose  who  use 

them  aright. 

yefjje  be  worke  /  ]}e  on  :  ine  fe  on.  and  ])e  ojjer  /  ine  Ipe 
oJ7er.  ase  hit  lykej?  jje'holy  gost  /  pet  his  todelj?  to  his 
wille.  ase  zaynte  paul  zay]?.     ])?iniie  ine  ous  beginne))  These  graces  be- 

.  gin  low  and  rise 

pise  g?'aces  ase  pe  u^rtues  me  I03.  and  ssewej)  an  he^.  high. 

And  f  et  is  of  drede.     j)&mie  ine  wysdome.     Vor  drede 

is  beginninge  of  wysdom.  ase  zayj?  dauid.     Ac  ine  him  Fear  is  the  begin- 
ning of  wisdom. 
weren  echedaye  alle  pe  graces  /  and  alle  pe  m'rtues  wel 

uoUiche  wy])-oute  enie  mesure.   and  jjeruore  his  zet  pe      [Foi.  36.  b.] 

profete  dounward  /  ech  yefjje  be  pe  ordre  of  hare  ding- 

nete.     Alsuo  ase  zeue  benes  bye]?  yzet  beiiore  be  j^e 

ordre  of  hare  dingnetes.  pe  he^este  beuore.  and-  pe  lo^este 

efte?'ward. 

HUERUORE    HI    bye])    Y-CLEPED    YEFJpES.  Why  they  are 

called  gifts. 

J3ise  graces  byeb  yhote  yefbes  uor  bri  skeles.    Verst  i-  These  graces 

are  called  gifts 

uor  hare  dingnete  and  hare  worj7.     yef  me  yefjj  ine  pe  for  their  dignity 

and  worth. 

kmges   cort  ane  robe  to   ane  childe  /  ojier  ane  poure 
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nuiuiic  :  aiie  dis.su(jl  (>i  pesen  /  ]?et  ne  is  no  fing  jjet  by 

worjji   to   })y  ycleped   yef]?(;   of  kyng.     ]5eruore   saynt 

iacol)  clepe))  alle  J)e  opra  guodes  pet  god  yef  j)  /  and  tim- 

Aii  otiier  gifts  are  licliG  /  and   gostUclKi.  naujt  yof bes  :  ac  y-yeue.   bet  by 

changing  and 

going.  chonginde  /  and  guoinde.     Ac    jjise  graces  he   clepe]) 

given  to  us  by  God  yef])es  uolueld.     Vor  he  his  ne  yefjj  to  nonen  :  jjet  he 

ne  yef])  lii?/i-zehie.     ])e  ojjer  scele  is  /  uor  Jjet  J?e  ojjre 

2.  otiier  graces     g/'ttces  /  and  Jje  o])ve  guodes  he  ous  len])  uor  to  usy  ine 

are  lent  us  to  u^e         ...  4  •        i 

in  this  life,  but       )?ise  hue.     Ac  ])ise  bye))  yei])es  ari^t  wy))-oute  wy])nym- 

these  shall  ever  /  i  1  x      i  ir        t_  l  1.  11 

remain  with  us.  Y^g^  /  and  wy))-oute  lere.  Vor  huawne  \>e  ofre  ssolle 
fayh  /  ])ise  ssolle  ous  bleue.  J)a7^ne  bye])  hi  zuo  p?*opre- 
liche   oure  :  ])et  we   his   ne  mo3e   na3t  lyese  wylle  we 

8.  They  are  given  nolle  we.  ase  we  mo3e  J)e  ofre.  J^e  J)ridde  scele  and  ])e 
he^este  is.  uor  ])er  bye))  yef])es  clenliche  be  loue  and  fou 
wost  wel  ))et  yef])e  lyest  ))ane  name  of  yef))e  :  huawne 
hit  ne  is  na^t  y-yeue  clenliche  be  loue.     Vor  hua?2ne  fe 

A  gift  becomes      ycuerc  he))  zi3))e  to  his  03ene  prou  :  ])et  ne  is  no  yef])e  : 

chaffer  when  the  . 

giver  has  an  eye     'dc   ra))re    IS    chapuare.     Hua?2ne    he    jzj-^p   guodnesse 

to  his  own  profit.  ■,  1      ,  •         1  ,    ±  •  i>i/i-j.- 

Oi/zderuonge  /  oper  seruice  /  ])et  ne  is  no  yeife  /  ac  hit  is 

rafre  dette  y-yolde.     Ac  huawne  pe  yef))e  com))  propre- 

A  gift  comes  from  Hchc  and  cleiiHche  of  f)e  welle  of  loue  wif-oute  prou. 

the  well  of  love,  . 

without  reward,  ■  wyf)-oute  ycffe.  wyJ)oute  drede.  ^yj^fi-oute  enie  dette: 
Jeanne  is  hit  ari3t  ycleped  /  yef))e.  Huerof  pe  filosofe 
zay]).  pet  jefpe  /  is  yeuynge  :  wypoute  ayen-yef])e.  pet 
is  wy[])]-oute  onderstondinge  of  ayenyeffe.  ac  wypoute 
more :  uor  to  zeche  loue.  Ine  zuyche  manere  god  yef]) 
God  gives  us  His  o^^s  his  yef))es  clenliche  /  uor  pe  loue  ))et  he  he))  to  ous  / 
He  hath  to^us"!^  ^  and  uor  to  gaderi  oure  herten.  and  oure  loue.  and  uor 
fise  scele  :  propreliche  hi  bye))  y-cleped  /  yef))es. 

Why  they  are  HuERUORE    HI    BYEJ)    Y-CLEPED    YEFJpE  OF  JpE  HOLY  GOST. 

called  gifts  of  the 

Holy  Ghost.  Ac  hueruore  hi  bye))  y-cleped  /  jefpe   of  pe  holy 

beimi°^^to  the^^^^*  S°®^  *  j^^^^i^^^  J^^P^  of  pe  uadcT  /  and  of  pe  zone,  uor  alle 
Father;  works  of  \^[j>q  dedes  /  and  hire  yef  bes  byeb   co7?zmun.  (?)  l5er-to 

wisdom  to  the  '  -'      r  J    r  \  /   •» 

Son ;  works  of      byeb  tuaye  sceles.     pe  one.  uor  ban  bet  ase  workes  of 

goodness  to  the 

Holy  Ghost. '        my3te  /  byej)  appropred  to  pe  uader.  and  pe  workes  of 

^  more  IPanne  ! 
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wysdom  /  to  pe  zone  :  alsuo  jje  workes  of  guodnesse  :  to 

])e  holy  gost.  vor^  guodnesse  is  /  ase  zayjj  sanyt  denys  /      i  [ms.  wor] 

to  lere  him-zelue.     Vor  yef  a  man  yefj?  fet  him  na3t  ne 

costnej)  :  j^et   ne  is  na3t   grat  guodnesse.     Ac  uor  j^e 

holy  gost.  be  byse  zeue  yef  bes  /  spret  him  zelue  ine  oure  These  gifts  spread 

in  our  hearts  as 

lierten  /  ase  zayjj   zainte   paul  /  ase   be  zeue   streames.  by  seven  streams. 

jjeruore  hi  bye]?  propreliche  y-cleped  yefjjes  of  ])e  holy 

gost.     Vor  he  is  jje  welle.  hy  byejj  J^e  streames.     And  The  HoiyOhostis 

.       .  the  well,  the  gifts 

Ipe  oJ?er  scele  is  /  uor  jjet  ]?e  holy  gost  is  proprehche  Ipe  are  the  streams. 
loue  /  Jjet  is  betuene  ]?e  uader  /  and  j>e  zone,  and  j^eruore  is  the love  between 

..T  .-  /ii  j/1,1  1       the  Father  and 

pet  loue  is  pe  propre  /  and  ]?e  uerste  /  and  Ipe  ne^este  son. 

yef))e  :  jjet  man  may  yeue  /  Jjet  ari^t  yef]?.  and  ine  ]?ise  ^^of  au  gms.°^'' 

yefjje  :  me  yefj?  /  alle  ]?e  opve.  and  wy])oute  ]}isen  :  non 

olper  yefjje  ne  is  na^t  ari^t  y-nemned  yefj^e.  fieruore  is  The  Holy  Ghost 

T    1        /         />         /  1  TT         ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  giver, 

ari3t  Ipe  holy  gost  proprehche  /  jeijpe  /  and  yeuere.   Vor  for  he  giveth  and 
he  hi?7z  yef])  :  and  is  y-yeue.     Ine  echen  of  ])ise  zeuen       [-foi.  37.  a.] 
pet  he  yef])  uor  to  co?ifermi  oure  loue  to  his  /  Ipet  hi 
by  feruent  /  and  guod  /  and  zo])e  /  and  clene. 

HUERUORE    IS    MAN    Y-BOR^E. 

Vor  tuo  ])inges  is  ])e  man  yboi^e.  be  Ipe  be-uliynge  why  man  is 
of  kueade  :  and  do  fet  guode.     ])et  kueade  beuly  /  and  1.  By  eschewing 

Gvil, 

hatie  :  ous  de])  pe  jefpe  of  drede.     ])e  oJ)re  zix  doj)  ous  2.  By  doing  good. 
pe  guodes  to  done,     pe  jeipe  of  drede  is  fe  doreward  causS  us^to  liee 
to  Ipe  greate  ])reste.  ])et  is  to  zigge  :  to  Ipe  greate  freap-  Thrthe;  six  gifts 
ninge  of  godes  dom  /  and  of  Ipe  pine  of  helle.  pet   is  ^"""^^^  "^  *^  ^^ 
echedaye  /  aredy  and  arise,    pet  is  pe   wayte  of   pe 
castele  /  ])et  neure  ne  slep]).   ])et  is  pe  wyed  hoc  of  pe  The  gift  of  dread 

T  Till  -1  ^®  *^®  door- 

gardme  ])et  uorde])  al  ])et  kueade  gers.     pet  is  pe  hor-  keeper, 
dyer  pet  loke])  pe  herte  /  and  alle  pe  guodes  ])et  bye])  castiet  ^  ^     ^ 
])erinne.     ])e  ofre  six  jeipes  /  ous  make])  pe  guodes  to  Jile  garden."*'^  "^ 
done. 

Nou  sselt  bou  ywyte  /  bet  ase  be  brisFtlnesse  of  be  The  smi  gives 

.    .  \,     ,  ^  ^^  -•  ^      light  to  the  world, 

zowne  fet  fou  izixt  jeip  li^t  to  pe  wordle  and  mrtue  /  and  virtue  and 

-,      .  ,in,,-  ,,  1  strength  to  all 

and  stvengpe  to  alle  pe  pmges  ])et  wexe])  and  come])  to  things  in  it ; 
pe  wordle.   alsuo  dep  pe  holy  gost  ])et  ali3t  in  heuene  GholT  fifi  ii-ht 
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to  those  who  are 
in  ynico. 
There  are  three 
stapes  of  folk  in 
heaven. 

1.  Tlie  nearest  to 
God  nee  and  hear 
Him. 


2.  The  middle 
ones  are  like 
barons  and 
bailiffs. 


3.  The  lowest  are 
as  Serjeants  (ser- 
vants). 


So  are  there  three 
states  of  God's 
sons  on  earth. 


1.  Those  who  live 
liveth  by  God's 
behests. 

2.  Those  who 
have  their  hearts 
in  heaven  and 
their  bodies  on 
earth. 


3.  The  third 
govern  them- 
selves and  other? 
by  God's  behests. 


The  two  first  of 
these  six  gifts 
(knowledge  and 

pity) 

belong  to  those  of 
the  first  state. 
The  two  middle 
ones  (counsel  and 
strength)  belong 
to  those  of  the 
second  stage. 
The  two  last 
(understanding 
and  wisdom)  be- 
long to  those  of 
the  highest  state. 


and  ino  erjjci  alle  ))o  ]jet  byfj)  in  g/'«ce  /  and  men  /  and 
an;.(k*.s.  And  al  alsuo  ase  inc  licuene  /  hej?  j}ri  stages 
of  uolke  /  ase  zayt  saynt  denys.  liuer-of  \>g  on  is 
lu'jere.  ]je  o])er  men.  \>e  jjiidde  lowest.  ))e  he^este  /  bye)) 
ase  f»o  /  Jjet  byej?  of  Jje  kinges  consayle.  j?ise  byej) 
alneway  mid  god  ]>e  nixte  jjawne  ]>&  ofre  /  and  jzjc]) 
and  yheic])  /  and  him  :  and  his  p/'/iiites.  })e  men 
[midliste]  /  bye]?  ase  J?e  barouns  /  and  Jje  baylifs  fet 
gouernej?  and  wytyejj  Jje  kingriche  /  and  gnojj  /  an 
come]?,  and  lyerniej?  of  Jian  of  ])e  consayle.  an  ])et  hi 
bote]}  and  make]?  hit  do  o))ren.  j)e  lo3este  /  bye]?  ase 
sergons  and  )?o  J?et  bye]?  ine  office  /  and  habbe]?  ))c 
mestyeres  /  and  do]?  J)e  offices  /  and  ]?e  messages  ase 
me  ham  zay]?.  In  j?o  manere  /  and  in  Ipo  uorbysne  lie]? 
]?e  ]?ri  states  of  godes  zone  ine  er]?e.  Huiche  fe  holy 
gost  /  let  /  and  condue]?  /  ase  zay]?  sainte  panel.  j)e  on 
stat  is  of  J?an  /  ]?et  bye]?  ine  ]?e  wordle  and  libbe]?  be 
godes  hestes.  and  be  ]?et  hi  leuej?  /  and  y  by  ere  J?  of  byre 
oiie?'lynges.  ))e  o]?er  stat  is  of  ]?e  stedeueste  /  J?et  of  al 
habbe]?  pe  herten  out  of  ]?e  wordle  /  ]?et  ysye]?  god  ase 
moche  ase  me  may  ine  J?ise  lyue.  and  habbe)?  hire  ccm- 
nersacioun  ine  heuene  /  and  ]?e  bodyes  ine  er))e.  and  ]?e 
herten  mid  god.  \)e  ]?ridde  bye)?  ine  fe  middel  stat  / 
pet  gouerne]?.  wel  /  ofer  ham  /  o]?er  ofre.  and  libbe]? 
be  )?e  hestes  of  god.  j)ise  fri  maneres  tek)?  )?e  holy 
gost  /  and  let  /  and  goue?'ne]7  /  be  )?ise  zix  yef]?es.  and 
ham  to-del)?  )?ise  g?T6ces  to  echen  to  his  wylle  ase  zay]? 
)?e  apostel.  ])e  tuo  uerste  of  ]?ise  six  yef)?es  /  belonge]? 
to  fan  /  )?et  bye]?  of  ]?e  uerste  stat.  ])e  yef)?e  of  con- 
nynge  :  ham  tek)?.  And  )?e  yef]?e  of  pite  :  make)?  ham 
to  bidde.  j)e  tuo  midleste  /  beloTzge)?  to  ham  of  )?e 
middel  stat.  ])e  yef]?e  of  red  :  ham  gouerne)?.  And  )?e 
yef]?e  of  strengfe  :  uoluel)?  )?e  nyedes.  pQ  tuo  laste  / 
belonge]?  to  ham  of  )?e  he3este  stat.  ])e  yef)?e  of  onder- 
stondinge  :  his  aly^t.  j)e  yef]?e  of  wj^sdom  /  hise  make)? 
stedeuest  /  and  his  co/iferme]?  /  and  ioyne)?  to  god.  An- 
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opev  skele  }ier  is  /  liueruore  J^er  bye]?  zeuen.      Vor  Tpe 

holy  gost  be  Jjise  zeue  yeffies  :  bestrep]?  |)e  zeue  ze/?nes  The  seven  gifts 

urani  j?e  herte.   and  plonte]?  /  and  norisse])  zeue  mVtues    seven  sins  from 

co?z[t]r«ries  /  pet  make]?  man  stedeuestliclie  yblyssed, 

pise  bye])  ]?e  giiodes  /  pet  ])e  holy  gost  make]?  me  herte 

huer  he  descendej?  be  ]?ise  zeue  yef bes.     Ac  er  ban  ich  i  win  now  speak 

of  seven  other 

decendi  to   jje  uzVtues   pet  byej)  contraries  to  pe  zeue  virtues,  whereof 

•1,  n  1  jti  I      o  1         three  are  godly 

ze?^nes  :    ich  pe  wylie   speke  ssortnche  /  oi  zeue  opre  and  four  cardinal. 
uzVtues.  huer-of  pe  pri  byep  ycliejDed  *  :  godhche.  and 
pe  uour  byep  y-cleped  cardinals. 

Of    J3E    ])RI    UERSTE    U/i?TUES.  Of  the  three  first 

virtues. 

])e  pri  uerste  clepep  saynte  paul :    beleaue.   hope.  Relief,  hope,  and 

^  1  ;  •    1  cliarity,  ar^  called 

and  charite.  and  byep  y-cleped  /  godliche.     Vor  pet  hi  godiy,"  they  direct 

ordaynep  hare  herten  to  god.     Beleaue  /  ase  zayp  saynt  By  belief  we  ac- 

austin  :    ous  zet  onder  god.    and  hi  ous  dep  beknawe  /    "°^'^  ^^  ^  ' 

and  to  byknawe.   to  pe  Ihorde  /  of  huam  we  healdep  al 

pet  we  habbep.  of  guode.     Hope  :  zayp.   hi  ous  arerep  Hope  raises  us  to 

to  god  /  and  ous  niakep-  Strang  /  and  hardi  /  uor  to  on- 

derninie    uor   hiw^   pet   hi   pet    pacep    uzVtue    of   man. 

Charite.  pis  zayp.  hi  ous  ioynep  to  god.    Vor  charite  ne  charityjoineth  us 

is  oper  ping  bote  dyere  oninge.  uor  hi   dep  of  pe  lierte 

and  of  god  :  al  on.   ase  zayp  saynyte  PoL      Beleaue  / 

y-zi3t  ine  gode  pe  he^este  zopnesse.      Hope,   oueiiyche 

he^nesse.   and   ouerliche  mageste.      Charite.   ouerliche  For  three  things 

^  I.-        ,•       •,  1        TJiiii       ,'1  one  loveth  a  man. 

guoonesse.  pise  pri  wrtues  byep  to-deid  be  pri  degres  j.  Having  heard 
of  loue.  Yor  pri  pinges  me  louep  ane  man.  Oper  uor  ^f'^jpf  ^'^^  ^"'^"^ 
bet  me  heb  y-herd  OTat  ffuod  of  him.      Ober  uor  bet  me  ^-  Having  le^arnt 

■*  J    vi  o         o  f  r  great  good  of  him. 

onderstant  grat  guod  of  him.     Oper  uor  bet  me  heb  on-  ^-  Having  re- 

■•  -*  ceived  great  good 

deruonge  grat  guod  of  him.     ])ise  pri  maneres  of  loue  :  of  him. 
byep  ine  pise  pri  u/rtues.     Loue  of  beleaue  :   hyerp  ine 

dede.  Loue  of  hope:  uelp  pane  smel  /  and  zekp,   Loue  ofiovearein'" 

of  charite  :  nimp.  and  zikp.  and  zuel3p  /  and  halt.  t^J^  *^"^^  ^^*'" 

1  MS.  ycheped 


124  FOUR    CARDINAL    VIRTUES. 


Ofthefouroanli-  ^^^'    ]p^^    UOUR    U/-«TUE8    CARDINALE8. 

iial  virtues. 

God giveth and  Of    ]?e    uoup   u//tues   caidiiiales  spekej)  moclie    ]je 

a  hundred  times     yealde  pliilosofes.     Ac    \ni  lioli  gost    hise  yef])  /  and 

pSlXra!'"^'^  tek])  /  betere  an  hondredsijje.  ase  zayf  Salomon  ine  fe 

hoc  of  wvsdome.       Of  bise  uour  u/rtiies  be  uerste  me 

1.  Sleight  (Pru-  '^  '  / 

dence).   2.  Tem-    clepej? /sle3])e — .  jjB  ojjer  tempe?-ance.  fe  fridde/strengj^c. 


3.  strength.   4.     J>e  uerjjB  /  dom  [ri^tuolnesse].     jpise  uour  mVtues  byejj 

arHhe  tola- car-     y-cleped  cardiuals.    uor  fet  hi  bye]}  he3est  amang  fe 

dinai  virtues.        u?Vtues  /  liuei-of   fe   yealde  filosofes    speke.     Vor  be 

jjise  uour  Ui'rtues  |)e  man  gouerne)?  him-zelue  ine   )jise 

wordle.  ase  fe  apostles  gouerne]?  lioly  clierclie  be  his 

1.  Prudence  keeps  Cardinals.      Sle3j)e  :  lokejj  jjane  man  Jjet  he  ne  by  be 
Sguiled"  ^^'"°     none  sle3))e  of  jje   kueade  y-gyled.      Temperance,    fet 

2.  Temperance       ]^g  ^^  ^^y  ^^  noue  kuede  louc  amerd.     Strengbe.  bet  he 

preseryes  man  "  Oj        / 

from  being  marred  j-^g  ^^  ^^  tveue.  obei  be  dredc.  ober  be  zor2e  :  ouercome. 

by  wicked  love.  ^  ./  x  r  ? 

3.  Strength  bears    jjige  jjri  hyeldeb  man  ine  guod  stat  auorye  him-zelue. 

him  up  against        '  *  *  °  _ 

sorrow.  Dom.  hine  zet  ine  ordre  and  ine  ri^t  stat  a-yens  ojjre. 

Yor  hi  yelt  to  echen  al  Jjet  his  is.    |jise  byej)  fe  uour 

These  are  the  four  touTS  ine  be  uour  comyeres  of  be  house  of  be    guode 

towers  that  make 

tiie  house  of  the     ma/me  /  ]7et  make])  fet  hous  ziker  and  Strang.    Sle^Jie  : 

good  man  sure 

and  strong.  hit  wcreji  wyf  fct  yeast    be  porueynge  aye  pe  perils. 

Te??ipera72[ce]  /  aye  ]7et  zou]?.  aye  ]?e  wykkede  hetes. 
Streng]).  aye  fet  nor]),  aye  fe  wyckede  cheles.  lustice. 
ay[e]  fe  west,  a-ye  fe  wj^ckede  raynes. 

Ofthe  office  of  the  Of    ))E    OFFICE    OF    ])Y,    UOUR    UJiJTUES. 

four  virtues. 

[Foi.  38.  a.]  ])ise    uour   u?rtiies    habbeb    diuerse    offices    /    and 

These  four  vii-tues  ' 

have  diverse         mochel  haiii  diuerseb  Ine  hire  workes  /  ase  zayl?  an  aid 

offices. 

filosofe  fet  hette  platoun  ine  his  boc  ]?et  he  made  of  ]7e 

uour  u?'rtues.  and  hise  to-delf  wel  sotilliche.  and  zay]j. 

Prudence  hath       Ug^^  glejbe  heb  bri  offices,   uor  be  bise  uw-tue  al  bet  man 

three  offices  to         -*  ^-^  -*    -'^  ^  ' 

direct  man  aright   dcf  /  and  zayj)  /  and  f  ciig]?.   al  he  di^t  /  and  let  /  and 

word,  and  deed,     reulef  to  ]?e  lyuc  of  scelc.  ne  nojting  he  nele  do  :  bote 

ri^t  and  scele.  And  ine  alle  his  workes  he  him  poruey]) 

])et   hi  by  do  /  by  ])e  ordinance  /  and  by  ])e  wylle  of 
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god  /  pet  al  j-z^p  /  and  deni)).  A  grat  Uiord  ssolde  he 
by  ase  me  jjing]?  /  pet  pise  onelepi  m?'tiie  hedde  :  and 
be  pise  pu  jjinges  him  gouernede. 

TEMP£i?ANCE.  Temperance. 

j)e  iiirtue  of  tempe?'ance  he])  jjri  offices.     Vor  herte  The  virtue  of  tem- 

,,,.  on        ^      ,  II  1,,-  1     j^    perancehaththree 

pet  pise   omce  he]?  ne  wyle  /  ne  ne  wyme])  ]?mg  :  ]3et  offices. 

niake]7  to  uor]?enche.      Ine  none  ]?inge  he  ne  agelt  pe 

hi^e  to  louie  zikerhche.  and  onder  hini  of  scele  he  zet  / 

and  dret  alle   pe   couaytises  of  pe  wordle.     pet  is  to 

zigge.  he  pet  hep  ])ise  mrtue.  he  hi??!  loki  /  ])et  he  ne  it  keeps  man  from 

by  amerd  be  ]?ise  Jjri  ]jinges  Jjet  pe  wordle  ssent.    ase  thesfnofthefles^i, 

zayb  saint  Ion.   ze^zne  of  ulesse  :  and  prede  of  herte.  ^""'^l^^  ^^'":*' 

•^  r  r  and  the  covetous- 

COUaytise  of  ]je  wordle.  ness  of  the  world. 

StRENG])E.  strength. 

pe  mVtue  of  streng]je  /  hej)  alsuo  fri  offices.     Vor  This  virtue  hatu 

1  ,!,•  •iiiii-  ,  1  V  three  offices,  and 

huo  ])et  ]?ise  mrtiie  he]) :   he  iiim  a-rere]?  an  1163  a- bone  raiseth  man  above 
pe  perils  >et  bye])  ine  pe  wordle.   ^0  >ing  him  ne  dret  /  J^e  perils  of  the 
bote  vileynie. 

Aduersete  /  and   prosperite   /  he  berp  /  and  ])ole]j 
wy])-oute  wepinge,  ne  ari3thalf  ne  alefthalf.   Wei  ssolde 
he  by  guod  kny3t  /  ])et  ine  ])ise  ])ri  finges  were  wel  y- 
proued.     jpise  Jjri  u^Vtues  armen]?  /  an   ordayne]?.    and  it  governs  the 
s,grsijpep  man  /  ase  to  ])ri   deles  of  pe  herte  /  })et  me  t^e  heart,-rea- 
cliepe])  ^  scele.  loue.    and  streng])e.     Prudence  /  loke])  gtren^t^h'^" 
Jjane  sckele  ^  /  ])et  hi  ne  bi  beca^t.     Temperance  /  loke]) 
J?ane  loue  /  ])et  hi  ne  by  amerd.      Strengfie.   loke])  ])et 
wyl  :  ])et  hi  ne  by  ouercome. 

E13TUOLNESSE.  Rightfulness. 

Ri^tuolnesse.    niakej)   Jjane   man  ordeneliche    libbe  Rightfulness 

-^ —  *     ■'  -  makes  a  man  to 

amang  o])ren.     Yor  ase  zs,yp  platon.  ]?is  is  pe  u/rtue  /  Hve  orderly 

— 7— f — ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,,        among  others, 

fet^make])  pet  pe  man  a-yens  echen  de])  pet  he  ssel  do.  ^^^.^^^  reverence 
Vor  hi  yelt  reuerence  to  ham  Jjet  hjep  a-boue.  loue  to  J*!  *^°®®  ^^^"^ 

i  MS.  chepe)>  2  MS  sclele 
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to  1..V0  his  eiiuais,  hma  h't   hvi-b   bezitle.  Kiace  to  liuin   bet   Ijveb  jjeiiebc). 

and  to  show  kind-  /  .  .  '     '-   -  ""^ 

ness  to  those  be-     Be  jjise  110111*  u//*tues  ydo  /  is  ])e  man  woi])i  ]?et  he  by 

neath  liiiii.  /.    i   •  i  i        «  ~  i"""7; ~~ 

gouenioiir  uurst   ut  liim-zelue.  and  eiterward  of  o[?ren^ 
Ine  jjise  uour    u//-tues  ham  studede  |)e  yealde  lilozofes 
jjet  al  \)ii  woi'dlc  onvvorjjcde  /  and  uorlete  /  iiur   u//-tue 
to   zeche  and  wysdom.   and  jjeruore  hi  were   y-cleped  : 
Piiiiusophy  siir-      hlosofes.      Vor  hlozofe  is  ase  moche   worj?  :  ase  loue  of 

iiifies  tlie  love  of  ,  *  i  i  i   -^  i  i  ^  i        ,        •       i 

wisdom.  wysdome.   A  god  hoii  liit  S'solde  ous  ssende  and  astonie  / 

The  old  phiioso-     hiui/me  ]jo  ]jet  wcren  paenes  /  and  wy])-out  la3e  y- write 

phcrs  wlio  strove 

to  climb  unto  the   jjct  na3t  ne  cou]?e  of  jje  zo])e  grace  of  god  /  ne  of  jje 

Hill  of  Perfection   ,,  ,  ,.,.  .,  in/. 

by  strength  of       holy  gost :  ne  wenden.   hi  cnuen  m  to  pe  heile  ot  [w.r- 

their  own  virtue,      o        •  i»i-i  •  ,       ^        ^  •  •   >  i  ^ 

put  so-called  leccioii  01  uue  be  strengpe  be  hire  03ene  uz/*tue  /  and 
lilame!  who?  hav-  ^^^  ^layiiede  na3t  to  luki  ope  fe  wordle.  And  we  jjet 
ing  the  true  be-      byeb  CA'/steiie  /  and  habbet  be  zobe  beleaue  and  cowne 

liet,  yet  wallow  in       "^    •'  '  '  * 

the  mire  of  this  jje  hestes  of  god  aiid  habbejj  J»e  grace  of  fe  holy  gost. 
[Foi.  38.  b.]  Yef  we  yze3e  Jjet  we  nii^te  more  in  one  daye  profiti  / 
Jja/ine  hi  ne  mo3e  ine  one  yere  y-hol  /  we  walewejj  ase 
Wherefore  saith  ^^^^^  ^^^^"^  bcnef 6  /  ine  fiso  wose  of  Jjise  wordle.  ))3ruore 
St  Paul  that^the  gay])  sanynte  paul/Jjet  ]?e  payens  fet  bye]?  wyJ)-oute 
law  without  the     la^e  /  and  dob  be  la^e.  ate  daye  of  dome  :  hi  ssolle  ous 

law  shall  judge  us        -^     '  t    i  j 

tiiat  have  the  law    dcmc  /  bet  liabbct  be  la;e  /  and  nait  hise  dob.     Ac  uor 

and  do  it  not.  '        ,  .  , 

])an  pet  hi  ne  hedden  na3t  ri3te  byleue  /  ne  J?ane  holy 

gost  /  ne  none  U2!/*tuo.  ne  lyf  /  ne  zope  beknawynge  :  hi 

Virtue  without      lie '  mo3e  y-wyte  hou  moche  bet  hi  weren  uayre  /  uor  ase 

charity  is  like  a 

dead  coal  or  dead  moclie  aso  per  is  be-tuene  dyad  col  /  and  quyk  /  man 
dyad  /  and  man  libbinde  :  ase  moche  fer  is  be-tuene 
uzVtue  pet  is  wyp-oute  charite  /  pet  is  pe  guodnesse  / 
and  pe  worp  /  and  pet  lyf  of  pe  opre  uirtues.     Huer-of 

The  four  cardinal   sayiit  austyu  hua??ne  he  specp  of  pise  uour  u?^rtues  /  he 

virtues  are  four       i«iii.i  r>i  ii  ,• 

kinds  of  loves.  his  to-delp  be  uour  maneresoi  ioue.  and  be  uour  pmges 
pet  zop  loue  makep.  jpa/zne  he  zayp  /  pet  pe  mrtue  of 
love  of  the  heart  pi'udcnce  I  is  the  loue  of  herte.  pet  wysliche  uorlet  /  al 
Takrautimtmay  f^t  \\\m  may  dcrle  :  and  chyest  al  pet  hi??^  may  helpe. 
^^^'  and  habbe  bet  he  loueb  /  bet  is  o-od.      be  uiVtue  of  i^m- 

Temperance  en-  •»  Jit  <=>  ' 

abies  man  to  give   pe/-ance  is  be  loue  of  be  herte  /  huerby  he  him  yef  b  y- 

himself  wholly  to    ^  '  ^  I  J  j      r  J 

^°'*-  1  MS.  no 
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holliclie  and  wyjjoute  corrupcion  to  Jjet  ha  loue])  /  ])et  is 

to  god,     pe  u'/rtue  of  strengpe  /  is   ])e  loue  of  herte  /  strength  enables 

huer-by  he  Jjolejj  strongliche  alle  |)inges  J^et  111036  come  /  things. 

nor  pet  he  loue]?.     Justice  /  is  ]?e  loue   of  herte  /  huer-  Justice  is  the  love 

by  he  seruejj  oiilepiliche  and  wyj^-oute  more  /  to  j^et  he  Godandputtetr^ 

loue]?.  pet  is  to  god.   and  uor  zuo  moche  dep  onder  not  under^foot""^^ 

alle  o])re  ])inges.   ])Siniie  dom  zet  man  /  ine  his  ri^te  stat. 

bet  is  aboue  alle  binges  /  and  onder  god.  wyb-oute  bise  Without  these 

^  _  .  .  four  virtues  none 

uour  m'rtues  non  ne  may  cliue  into   be  helle  of  pe/'fec-  may  eUmb  unto 

^T       1  1  1  1  /  1  •        -I     1  the  Hill  of  Perfec- 

cion.      Vor  huo  Jiet  wyle  zuo  he^e  clyue  /  iiim  behouej?  tion. 

ate  uerste  ])et  he  habbe  prudence  /  ]7et  Imn  makie  to 

oiiwor])i  pe  wordle  /  and  strengjje  Jierniide  /  ]?et   him 

yeue  grat  herte  /  of  g/*at  fing  to  onderuonge.  and  uol3i. 

Of  o]3erhalf  ]jet  he  habbe  tempe^-ance  /  uor  pet  he  ne 

by  to  moche  y-charged.  and  ri^tuolnesse  ])er-mide  /  pet  is 

pe  ri3te  pe]?.  and  hi?;i  sse\vy  godes  riche.    ase  god  dede 

to  lacob.   ase  zajp  pe  hoc  of  wysdome.     Huo  Jjet  ]?ise  wiioso  had  these 

.,  ..  111/1  111  1  virtues  should  be 

uour  u^rtues  mi3te  zuo  habbe  /  he  ssolde   by  wel  per-  blessed  and  per- 

0,1  iiT         ^    •  1  •  n/  1  •  1       fected  in  this 

lect  /  and  yblissed  me  Jfise  wordle  /  and  more  me  pe  ^^.o^id,  and  more 
o])re.     Vor  he  ssolde  by  ine  payse  of  herte.  and  ine  i"^^'^  other, 
blisse  gostlych  /  na3t  ne  sso[l]de  him  faily  /  ac  wexe  ine 
god  })et  he  ssolde  habbe  ine  him  j  ine  huam  he  \\\m 
ssolde  lyky. 

ISTou  we  ayeii  comeb  to  oure  kende.  and  bidde  we  y  , 

^  J  Let  us  pray  the 

mid  al  oure  herte  /  bane  holy  gost  /  bet  tekb  be  hertes.  ^"'f  ^^^^^^  *° 

'    ■*  ./    o         /    J-  T    J  teach  and  show  us 

bet  he  by  oure  auocat  /  and  ous  teche  to  sseawy  hou  he  '^'^^  ^e,  by  these 

,  gifts,  strippeth 

be  ])ise  zeue  yeffies  :  bestrepe])  pe  zeue  ze?mes  of  oure  the  seven  sins 

from  our  hearts. 

herten.  and  he  zette  /  and  norissy  pe  zeue  u/?*tues. 

Of    bE    YEFb    OF    DREDE.  Ofthegiftof 

'  ■'  dread. 

\)e  jeipe  of  drede  :  is  pe  uerste  /  of  pe  jeipes.  fet  The  gift  of  dread 
kest  out  alle  be  zenn.es,  of  be  herte.  ase  we  habbe  I)  yzed  the  sins  from  the 

heart. 

beuore  wel  propreliche.     He  bestrepj)  pe  rote  of  prede.      [Foi.  39.  a.] 
and  zet  in  his  stede  :  pe  mrtue  of  mildenesse.     Nou  root  of  pride,  Ind 
loke  and  onderstand  wel  liou.  pe  zene^ene  pei  slepj)  ine  tTelirtire'or'''"^ 
dyadhche  zenne  I  is  ase  be  riband  and  dronke  /  bet  heb  '^l^'^'^^^^-  .  ,., 

^  it  I  I  r    The  smner  is  like 

the  drunkard 


1-8  THE  sinner's  unconsciousness. 

whoknow8not      al  uoi'lore  in   be  tuiierne   /  and  is  ziio  nuked  and  zuo 

his  nakedness  and  ' 

poverty.  poure  :   |jet  he  ne  he])  na3t.   Jic   na3t  lie  hit  ne  uelj?   ne 

pUiynejj,      Ac  lie  wenj)  by  a  wel  grat  Ihord. 

Ac  panne  he  he])  y-slepe  /  and  com])  to  him-zelue  : 
faz/ne  he  yuel])  his  kuead  /  and  knau])   his  folye  /  and 

The  first  good  that  him  playiic])  of  his  harm.     j)tit  is  pet  uerste  guod  pet 

the  Holy  Ghost  ,       ,  .  .    . 

doth  to  the  sinner  pe  lioly  gost  de])  to  pe  zene3ere  /  h\xa,nne  he  him  uisite]). 

his  senses,  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^'^  J^lt  his  wyttes  /  and  his  onderstondinge  / 

so  that  he  may      ^nd    him  breiig])  ayen  to  h.\7n-ze\\ie.    zuo  ])et  he  him 

haVfaiieir^*"^      knaiij)  /  and  him  reuerte])  huet  guodes  ne  he])  uorlore  / 

and  how  waste-      and  ine  huet  pouerte  he  is  y-ualle  be  his  zewne.  ase 

squandereThis      dede  pe  guode  mannes  zone  fet  his  eritage  wastede  and 

heritage.  dispe?idede    ine   ribaudie    and    leuede    lecherusliche  / 

alhuet  him  behouede  to  loki  zuyn.  ase  oure  Ihord  ous 

make])    ])ise  uorbysne    ine    his    spelle.      Atenende    pe 

zene^eres  '  ase  zayf  Salomon  is   ase  pe  ilke  fet   slep]) 

amide  pe  ze  /  and  fet  ssip  spilf  /  and  he  na^t  hit  ne 

The  sinner  is  as      ^^1])  /  ne  none  drede  ne  hep.     Ac  huawne  pe  holy  gost 

ironrand  fetters     1^^^  awakc]) !  panne  yuelf  he  and  zi3])  his  peril  /  and 

guartrS  was'    ^^gin])  to  habbc  diede  of  him-zelue.      And  yet  eft  pe 

st  Peter  in  zeue^ere  is  ase  be  ilke  bet  is  in  pr/sone  in  ysnes  and 

Herod  s  prison.  ''  f  f  r  j 

The  wretch  ine  ueteres  /  and  ine  greate  lokinge  /  ase  wes  saynte 

thinketh  not  of 

the  gibbet,  but  peter  ine  herrodes  przsone.  and  pe  ^vrechche  ne  ])eng]) 
dreameth  that  he  of  him  fet  hiue  halt :  ne  of  pe  gibet  fet  him  abit.  ac 
and  weddit^-^s!  slep])  and  met  ])et  ha  ge])  to  festes  and  to  bredales.  Ac 
Isli"  ailg^Sr  ¥  g^ce  of  >e  holy  gost  is  ase  fe  angle  fet  awakede 
awoke  St  Peter      zavute  petreu  /  and  him  deliurede  of  be  hand  of  herrode. 

and  delivered  him         ./  i.  /  t 

out  of  the  hand  of  nor  hi  awake])  fane   zene3ere  /  and  hi^TZ  deliure])  of  pe 

Herod,  for  he  ,  ,       r  i  n  a  j  i     o  ,  •  »       -n 

arouseth  the  sin-  hand  01  pe  dyeule.     Ateende  ^  pe  zene^ere  is  ase  pe  like 

him'^outofthe^  p^^  wen])  by  Strang  /  an  hoi  /  and  he  he])  fane  dyaf 

power  of  the  oiider  liis  clofes.     Yor  he  hef  pe  kuede  humours  and 

The  sinner  ween-  corruptes  lue  be  bodve  /  liuer-of  he  ssel  sterue  Avyb-inne 

eth  to  be  strong,'  ^  .  . 

yet  he  hath  Death  aue  monfc.     and  he  wen])  libbe  yet  uourti  yer  /  ase 

under  his  clothes.  .  ^  i  -r^  /y> 

zayf  elyuans  me  uers  ot  pe  dyafe.     JDo  away  pe  scones 
The  Holy  Ghost     and  pe  scomes.  uor  zuicli   me  wrikji  onder  his  clofes 

is  the  good  physi-  tiia  it  i    •     ■,  i 

cian.  j)et  wenf  by  Strang  and  hoi.  Ac  pe  noli  gost  is  pe  guode 

^  zene'^cre  ?  ^  ^fenende  ? 
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leche  /  })et  amaystre])  his  ziknesse  /  and  cliongej)  his  that  masters  the 
humours,  and  him  yefj)  zuych  a  byter  medecine  :  jjet  Jfeth  man*luch 
him  heljj.  and  him  yefj?  pet  HI      Alsno  troblej?  oure  t^^^tThTatth"^ 
Ihord  jje  herte  pet  he  wyle  hele.   ase  zayj)  dauijj  in  pe  ^^  fj^^^^ 
sautere.  and  hi??^  wyb-nymb  ^  /  and  deb  luiin  come  aven  ^"'^  ^°^^  troubles 

•^  r      <^      r     /  r  '^  the  heart  that 

hi?7i-zelue  to  knawe  /  ase  he  dede  adam :  oure  uerste  he  wui  heai. 
uader  efter  pe  zenne  jjo  he  him  hedde  /  ama7/g  pe  trawes 
of  paradys.  Hueruore  he  hi?72  zede  :  'ada?^  huer  art  bou?' 

^  Three  questions 

J)ri  obre  acsi?^gges  made  he  be  enne  of  his  angles  to   be  asked  the  angei 

o{  Hagar,  when 

jjierne  [of]  saynt  abraham  /  Jiet  hette  agar  ])o  hi  ulea^  uram  she  fled  from  her 

,  mistress. 

hare  Iheuedi.  Agar  he  zayde  / '  huawnes  comst  ]?ou.  Huyder  i.  wiience  comest 

,,  TTjii,        n>i-       ,•  •  i,,in       thou?  2.  Whither 

gest  pou.  Huet  dest  jjou?   pise  pn  acsmges  make])  ]?e^holy  goest  thou  ? 

,,,  -1  -1  111  111-        3.  What  dost 

gost  to  pe  zene3ere  huanne  he  awake])  and  arerej?  and  him  tj^p^p 
opene])  pe  e^en  of  pe  herte.  and  him  yelt  his  wyttes  and  Tj^g^g^^'j^^.g^^"-' 
his  onderstondinere.    '  Huer  art  bou  ? '  zayl)  he  :  bet  is  to  questions  the 

°  J  -J  J  J  Holy  Ghost  puts 

zigse :  '  Yzi^'^  wrechche  ine  huiche  zor^es  /  and  ine  huiche  *«  t^®  sinner 

,  -^       ,         ,  -^       '  when  he  awaketh 

perils  ])ou  art  in  ]?ise  wordle.     Yor  pou  art  ase  pe  ilke  wm  and  openeth 

his  eyes. 

])et  slep]j  ine  Jje  ssipe  /  fet  is  yspild  /  and  na3t  hit  not  « Look,"  he  says, 
ne  onderstant  his  peril.'  '  Hua?ines  comst  poul '  ])et  is  to  thou^artv'^^" 
ziwe  :  '  Loke  Avrechche  pi  Kf  ca'  arrieres  /  uor  bou  comst  ]f^^^  ^""^  see  how 

oo  r  I  r  thou  coinest  from 

uram  jje  tauerne  of  pe  dyeule  /  huer  jjou  hest  /  ])i  lif  "^^  devil's 

y-wasted  /  and  y-lore  ])ine  time  /  and  alle  pe  guodes 

])et  god  pe  hedde  y-yeue.'     *Huet  dest  fouT  ])et  is  to  g,,  i,,^  brittle 

zigge  :  'Ysy  hou  fou  art  fyeble  /  and  brotel  /  and  a-  and  feeble 

uorye  ])et  body  /  and  a-uorye  pe  zaule.  ])ou  wenst  by  ^nd  how  thy 

hoi  /  and  Strang,   ac  par  auentwre  ]30u  hest  pe  humours  fgadthee  to'^ 

ine  pe  bodye  ])et  jje  ssolle  lede  to  pe  dya])e.     And  ine  <^^''^*^^- 

pe  zaule  ])0U  hest  kueade  Jieawes  /  ])et  pe  ssolle  lede  to 

pe  dyajje  of  helle  :  bote  pe  grace  of  god  :  pe  ne  werie.'  j^^^^^^^^^^,,. 

Efterward.  Miuider  gest  bou?'  bet  is  to  ziejcre  /  'wrechche  ^^^nd  that  thou 

^         -"^  ^  °°     '  goest  to  death, 

bench  /  and  loke  /  and  onderstand  /  bet  bou  gest  to  be  and  shait  fail 

^  '  '  1       r.  1  1         /   into  the  hand 

dyajie.  o])er  pou  sselt  ualle  ine  pe  hand  of  herrodes  /  ofthedevu. 
])et  is  pe  dyeuel  /  and  to  his  mayne.'  And  ])eruore  zay]) 

T   •      1  It        ILoke  wel  hyer.'] 

pe  guode  man.     *  Man  may  longe  his  lyues  weiie  /  and  Man  thinks  his 
ofte  him  lye^ej?  his  wrench,  ase  uayr  weder  went  in-to  ^^t  often  L  h"^' 
1  wyynyn\,  in  MS.         2  So  in  MS.         » ta  in  MS.  deceived. 

y 
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All  Hhall  drink 
of  death's  drink, 


wherefore  repent 
thee,  ere  thou 
fall  from  thy 
bench. 

Thou  {^oest  into 
hell  where  is  fire, 
brimstone,  and  a 
tliousund  ever- 
lasting pains. 


These  four 
questions  are 
like  four  strokes 
of  thunder,  that 
astound  and 
terrify  the 
sinner. 


How  mildness 
waxeth  in  the 
heart. 
The  four 
thoughts  above 
mentioned  strip 
the  garden  of 
the  heart  of  the 
four  roots 
of  pride. 
These  roots  are 
the  four  horns 
that  God  showed 
to  Zechariah  the 
prophet. 

The  four  smiths 
are  the  four  afore- 
said thoughts. 


Wlien  man 
thinketh  whence 
he  cometh,  and 
understandeth 
and  knoweth  the 
poverty  and  vile- 
ness  of  his  birth, 
[Fol.  40.  a.] 


then  the  grace  of 
God  enables  him 
to  feel  his  own 
unworthiness. 


rone  /  uiid  ueiliche  iiuikL'j?  his  blench,  jpcr  im  is  nojjer 
king  ne  kuene  /  jjet  ne  shoI  drinkc  of  deaj)es  drench. 
man  Jjemore  fe  hcfench  /  er  J)ou  ualle  of  |)i  bench  /  j?i 
zenne  aquench.'  fou  gost  to  fe  dome  /  huer  fou  sselt 
uinde  :  ))ane  domes  man  zuo  sterne  /  and  zuo  stout  /  an 
zuo  strayt  /  an  zuo  mi^tuol.  pou  gest  in-to  helle  /  huer 
J?ou  sselt  yuinde  :  ver.  and  bernston.  and  a  Jjousond 
pinen  /  J)et  neure  ne  endej?  fe  uor  to  pini.  And  fous 
de])  ]>G  holy  gost  to  fe  zene3ere  /  fe  e3en  openi  and  [he] 
yzyjj  a-boue  /  and  benefe  /  and  beuore  /  and  be-hynde. 
])ise  bye)}  uour  strokes  of  Jjondre  /  fet  astonej)  fane 
zene^ere  /  and  make]?  ssake  /  and  habbe  drede.  And 
fise  uour  to  zi^fe  /  byej?  ]>e  uour  smale  roten  of  J?e  rote 
of  mildenesse.  jjet  fe  yef]?e  of  drede  zet  ine  fe  herte  of 
f  e  zene3ere  hua?ine  god  him  uisitej). 

HOU    MILDENESSE    WEXT    INE    HERTE. 

j)e  uour  ]303tes  be-uore  ysed  strepejj  of  ]>e  gardine  of 

fe  herte  /  Jje  uour  rotin  of  p?'ede  fet  fer  byef.  huer-of 

fe  proude  wenf  /  of  azemoche   ase  can  habbe.    ojjer 

azemoche  he  is  of  nii3te.    ojjer  azemoche  ase  he  can 

conne.   ofer  ase  moche  ase  can  by  worjj.  J)ise  bye])  fe 

uour  homes,  fet  is  to  zigge  :  fe  uour  cornardyes  Jiet 

amerrej)  f o  contraye  /  fet  god  ssewede  to  zakarie  fe 

profete.     Ac  Ipe  uour  snii]?es  f  et  he  him  ssewede  efter- 

ward  /  f et  comen  efter  fe  uour  homes  to  uelle  :  byejj 

])e  uour  J)03tes  be-uore  yzed.  Yor  huawne  Jje  man  fengjj 

hua?2nes   he    comj?   /  and  onderstant    and  knaujj    his 

pourehede  /  fe  vilhede  /  fe  brotelhede  of  his  beringe  / 

hou  he  wes  beyete  in  ze?2ne  /  and  of  zuo  uoule  matere 

y-mad  And  y-ssape.  and  ine  zuo    poure   house  y-her- 

ber3ed.  ine  zuo  g?*eate  pouerte  y-bore.  and  rafre  dyad 

to  ])Q   zaule  :    f  a?zne  ybore   to   f  e   wordle.    in  huiche 

zor3es   he   wes   y-norissed.    ine   huet   trauail    he    hejj 

yleued.    hou  he  hef  his  time  uorlore.    and   he  jzi^]> 

J)ane  greate  heap  of  his  zennes.  and  f  e  guodes  ]jet  he 

he]}  uorlete  to  done.     j)a,niie  hi?/i  de]}^  fe  grace  of  god 

1  MS.  de^ 
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yuele  mid  herte  :  pet  he  ne  is   na3t  worj?.     Efterward  Afterwards  when 

rni  T  1  /!•  •  11/    ^^  thinketh 

nua^[nej  he  jjengj?  hiier  he  ys  /  and  j-z^])  jjise  wordle  /  where  he  is,  that 

,,  -1,  -11  1  1.  1      jy    ^  o   this  world  is  but 

pet  ne  is  bote  an  exil  and  a  dezert  uoi  oi   iyons  an  oi  a  desert  fuU  of 

lipars.  a  forest  nol  of  jjyeues  an  of  calketreppen  /  and  of  fovestTaii^of 

grines.  ane  ze  uol  of  storm  /  and  of  peyil.  a  fornays  anhet  t^"'^^'^^' 

mid  uer  of  ze?2ne  and  of  zor^e.  a  ueld  of  uiy^t  huerinne 

him  be-hoiieJ3  eure  to  libbe  ine  werre  and  wy^te^  mid 

dyeulen  pet  zuo  moche  byej?  wyse  /  and  sotil  /  and 

Strang,  paime  him  dep  pe  grace  of  god  yuele  to  zofe  /  eSs  ws  own' 

and  to  aparceiuy  his  onconnynge  /  and  jjet  he  ne  can  ^^^^jj^jl^^s  and 

na^t.     Ate  laste  h[u]a7ine  he  fengj?  and  onderstant  his 

ze?2nes  and  his  defautes  ase  he  is  uol  of  ze?2nes  and  ydel 

of  alle  guode.  panne  him  jefp  pe  holy  gost  y-uele  his 

pourehede  /  and  fet  he  ne  hef  na^t.  Efterward  hua/me 

he  y-zi^J?  be-uore  him  huiderward  he  gef.  and   he  y- 

zj^p  fane  dyajj  to  huam  non  ne  may  wyjjstonde.  he 

yzi3]j  his  demere  god  /  zuo  ri3tuol  be  huas  hand  him  thought  of  his 

,-,  -  ,  .  .  P111/1-1  ^"^^  ^"<l  defaults 

be-nouep  guo.  he  y-zi3p  pe  pmen  oi  heiie  /  liuiche  no7i  siiows  wm  his 

^  o,    1  •  1     •       1       1     j^  utter  poverty. 

ne  may  ascapie.  pawne  yelp  hwi  god  luele  pet  niarmes  tiius  then  is  the 

mi3te  ne  is  na3t  /  and  ]?et  he  ne  may  na3t.     Hua/ine  he  f/""^J  ofVirit^" 

y-zi^j)  panne  /  and  iielp  j  and  onderstant  fet  he  ne  is 

na3t  wor]j  /  Jjet  he  na3t  ne  he]),   fet  he  na3t  ne  dep  / 

and  jjet  he  ne   dej)  na3t  /  and  j^et  he  ne  may  na3t. 

panne  begin]?  he  uor  to  byenne  poure  of  spirit.     Ine 

bise  uour  bo^jtes  /  bye])  be  uour  bojes  of  be  rote  of  be 

-^  r;'/t/i-r  ?  x  i      The  tree  of  meek- 

trawe  of  mildenesse.    ])is  trau  is  yzet  bezide  pe  welle  of  ness  is  set  beside 

p,..        ,,  1/'       *h^  ^®^^  ^^ 

godes  drede.    huer-ot   hit  is  echedaye  y-wetered  /  me  God's  fear, 

,  !•  II*'  111  ^  •  The  seven  virtues 

wyntre  :  and  me  zomere.  Jjet  is  me  wykkednesse  and  me  ^j.^  ^^^^^  g^^pg 
guodnesse.     l!^ou  sselt  Jjou  conne  ]?et  ech  of  ]jise  zeuen  cumbeul^to^^ood 
mVtues.  huerof  ich  onderstonde  to  spekene  of  his  stapes,  virtues  and 

^  ^  good  deeds. 

huer-by  profite])  an  clifj)  /  and  wext  ine  pe  herte.  and  virtue  groweth 

VJJ/Jt,-  ^1.  I    \.         \        x.       \  as  high  as  a  palm, 

his  dedes  /  and  his  guode  peauwes  /  huer  by  hy  iiare  a  cypress,  or  a 

ssewe]j  wy}7-oute.     Yor  uzVtue  wext  an  he3  ase  palme  /  and^spreadeth 

o])er  ase  cipres.    ojjer  ase  cedre.  and  f  a?me  spret  and 

keste  his  bo3es  :  an  ech  half. 

•  uijyte  ? 
9  * 


its  boughs  right 
and  left. 
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Of  tlie  steps  of 
uteekiieiitt. 


Tliis  virtue,  hath 
beven  step^. 


The  first  step  is 
to  know  one's 
poverty  and 
defects,  and  to 
feel  one's  own 
unworthiness 
and  vileness. 


Some  know  their 
faults  but  do  not 
feel  them. 

The  second  step 
is  to  feel  and 
bewail  one's  sins, 
and  to  endeavour 
to  get  rid  of  the 
sorrow  and 
sickness. 


The  third  step  of 
meekness  is  to 
confess  and  shrive 
and  cleanse  our 
hearts  of  sin. 


The  fourth  step 
is  to  desire  to 
make  known 
one's  un- 
worthiness. 


The  fifth  step  is 
to  hear  willingly, 
gladly  of  om*  own 
failings  and 
imperfections. 


The  sixth  step  is 
a  willingness  to 
endure  reproach, 


Of  }3e  STAPES  OF  mil[d]hede. 

Of  ])o  iiirtuo  of  mildenesse  spec])  saynt  ansalin.  and 
zayj)  J)et  hi  hi;])  zeue  stapes  huerljy  hy  clifj)  an  he^  /  al- 
huet  fet  hi  come  /  to  perfeccion.  Nou  onderstand  wel 
hou.  )5e  uerste  stape  of  mildenesse  /  is  to  knawe  his 
pourehede.  and  his  defaute.  Vor  ase  zayjj  saynt 
bernard.  IMildenesse  is  jje  ui'rtue  fet  make])  ]7ane  man 
hiw-zekie  to  onwoi'])i  /  and  healde  uor  vil.  Hua/me  he 
\iwi  knauf  zo])Hche.  ]5is  knaulechinge  wext  of  uour 
roten  beuore  yzed.  Ac  fer  bye])  zome  fet  wel  conne 
hyre  defautes  and  hire  pouerte  /  ac  na3t  hit  ne  uelef. 
]?eruore  is  ))e  ofer  stape  :  jTiele  /  and  playni  his  de- 
fautes and  his  pouerte.  And  fet  he  yuele  his  zor^e  and 
his  zicnesse  /  he  yern])  blefeliclie  to  fe  fisiciane  /  and 
zai])  fet  he  y-uelf  fe  kueade  humours  ine  fe  bodye. 
blife  he  is  hua?ine  ])et  he  may  his  purgi  and  keste  out. 
and  feruore  is  ])e  fridde  stape  of  myldenese  /  his  zennes 
and  liis  kueade  ^yylles  blefeliche  beknawe  /  and  ssriue  / 
and  his  herte  clensi.  Ac  fer  byef  zome  fet  beknawe]) 
hare  defautes  /  and  y-uelef  /  and  zor^uolle  bye])  /  and 
wel  ham  sriue]).  Ac  lii  nolden  anone  manere  fet  ofre 
hit  wyste  hou  hy  dof.  j^eruore  fe  uerfe  stape  is  of  fise 
u/rtue  :  wylni  to  by  y-knawe  /  and  y-healde  uor  uyl  / 
and  onworj*.  Ac  fer  bye])  eftsone  some  fet  wel 
yk[n]awe])  and  uelef  /  and  ziggef  here  defautes  /  and 
ziggef  wel :  ich  am  a  kuead  /  and  zenuol  /  and  zuych  / 
and  zuych.  ac  yef  an  ofer  \n.m  zede  :  uorzo])e  ])et  is 
zof  /  fet  fou  zayst  :  zor^uoUe  hi  wolden  by  /  and 
wolden  by  wrofe  to  ])e  dyafe.  j^eruore  is  fe  vifte  stape 
of  ])ise  trawe  /  yhere  blefeliche  of  him-zelue.  and  fet 
me  him  zigge  his  defautes.  and  pet  is  fet  saynt  bernard 
zay]>  /  ])et  pe  zope  milde  :  wyle  by  hyalde  uor  vyl. 
na3t  ase  milde  y-praysed.  Jperuore  is  ])e  zixte  stape 
huaTzne  })e  man  polef  in  Jolemodnesse  fet  he  by  uoul- 
liche  Y-dra3e  /  and  ase  persone  onwor])lych  /  ase  dede 
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be  ffuode  kincv  dauid  /  bet  bolede  zueteliche  /  and  Iheste  as  did  David  when 

'      ^  ^  /   J-        r  ^  /  ^  Shimei  threw 

ane  sergont  Jjet  hette  semey  /  j^et  him  ]?reu  mid  stones  /   stones  at  him,  and 

spoke  evil  of 

and  him  missede  /  and  him  zede  al  Ipet  he  cou]?e  of  uoul.    him. 

Yet  eft  ]?er  is  a  stape  /  hueri?2ne  is  ]>&  nolle  of  pe?'fec-   The  seventh  step 

.  ,  .  -is  a  willingness  to 

cion  of  ])ise  n^rtue.     pet  is  wymy  to  zofe  /  and  mid   be  esteemed  viie, 
herte  wylny  wy]j-oute  fayntise  :  to  by  y-hyealde  vyl  /  persecuted? 
and  villiclie  to  by  y-dra^e.     ])et  is  ari3t  pouerte  of  gost.   TWsistruepoverty 

111'  /  ofspii-itandmeek- 

and  mi[ljdenede  of  nerte.     Mocnelonede  ])ise  pouerte  ]?e  ness  of  heai-t. 

riche  king  of  heuene.  liua?2ne  zuo  uer  he  com  hit  nor 

to  zeche  /  ase  uram  heuene  :  to  f  e  erf  e.     Wei  he  hit 

louede  ine  herte  /  po  he  hit  zuo  dyere  bo3te  /  Tpet  al  jjet 

he  hedde  /  and  j^e  robe  of  his  regge  he  yaf  /  uor  ]?et  he 

wes  zojjuolhche  poure.     Mochel  he  louede  mildenesse  /  Much  did  Christ 

love  meekness 

hua?zne  _f>e  like  J?et  neure  zewne  ne  dede.  J?e  ilke  ine  when  he  came 

•1  ipj/1'11  ti  amongst  thieves, 

nuam  nes  neure  delaute  /  him  dede  amang  f  e  jjyeues.  that  is,  amon-st 

fet  wes  amang  adames  zones  /  and  him  clo]?ede  mid  J^e  the  sons  of  Adam. 

clo])e  of  ])Q  zenuolle  /  and  of  Jje  misdoere  /  uor  fet  he 

wes  villiche  y-dra^e  ase  a  fyef     Hueruore  he  zede  to 

his  apostles  fe  ni3t  of  Jie  sopiere  /  mid  graate  wille. 

Ich  habbe  jjerne  paske  y-wylned.  fet  is  to  zigge  :  feme 

dyaj).  fise  ssame.  fise  wendinge.     Non  he^ere  ne  may 

fis  trau  arise.      And  huo  f et  were  al-to  fise  stape  of 

mildenesse  y-cKue  :   Avyf-oute  drede  :    he  ssolde  by  y- 

blissed  ine  fise  wordle.     Vor  be  ilke  bet  bis  zede :  ne  ^^rist  teacheth  us 

to  be  meek,  and  to 

may  lye3e  /  fet  fe  lie3este  zo]j  zaij?  mid  his  moufe.  leamofmm, 

*  Y-blissed  byejj  fe  poure  of  gost.'  And  hou  fet  f is  by  / 

he  him  ssewejj  hua/ine  he  zede.      '  Lyernej?  of  me  :  and 

na3t  of  ofren  /  uor  to  by  milde  of  herte  ase  ich  am.  ^^  that  we  may 

find  rest  for  our 

and  fou  sselt  uinde  reste  to  fine  zaule.'    y>is  reste  is  fis  souis. 
bhssinge.     Ac  huych  f  et  hit  is  /  ne  huet  hit  hatte  /      .^^^  ^^  ^ 

non  ne  wot:  bote  he  fet  hit  nimf.     j^a^ine  yef  f  ou  when  thou  hast 

wylt  ywyte  huet  fet  is  :  do  fi  mi3te  of  fine  herte  zuo  ^l^'^t  ste^of 

moche  ouercome  /  bet   bou  by  y-cliue   to   be  zeuende  mildness,  then 

'    f         J^  'J     -J  I  thou  mightest  ga- 

stape  of  mildenesse.   and  f  a?zne  f  ou  mi3t  fruyt  gaderi  ther  fruit  and  eat 

p  1  •         /  °^  the  tree  of  life. 

and  ete  oi  f  e  trawe  of  hue  /  ase  god  zayf  ine  f  e  boc  of 
zi3fe. 


l.'M  HKVKS    UUL'GllS    OF    MEKKNES.S. 


Of  the  seven  ^^    P^^    ^EUE    BO3K8    OF    Mi[l]dENESSE. 

boiigha  of  meek-  r\    j.      r  />         -i  t 

ness.  Ovt  01  \)(i  trawe  of  milacnesse  wexej?  zeue   oo^cs. 

1.  To  honour  God,  ^^OT  ))is  iiiHuG  him  sseawcj?  ine  zeue  man<^*es.  Le  god  to 

2.  to  praise  othere,  1       •     •         i  ,  1  t        t  •  •>  1 

3.  to  lie  pise  one's  worjjssipie.    be   opi'on  to  j)rayzy.     be  hi7/i-zeme  to  on- 
seif,  d.toiovcpo-  y^TQYhl  be  poureliede  to  loiiie.  Le  Llebeliche  to  semi,  be 

verty,  d.  to  minis-  •*  ^  ' 

torjoyfuUy,  6.  to    heri\nif(e  to  byuly.    be  him-zelueof  al  /  ine  e^od  y-leue. 

bertee  praise,  7.  to  "^     °  "^       •'  /  fo         J 

be  in  good  belief.    j)e  zojjc  milde  :  worj?ssipe]?  god  in  J>ri  maneres.    Vor  he 

ylofj)  sinipleliche.     lie  jjonkej?  treweliche.     He  him  bit 

The  man  truly      deuouteliche.    He  him  worssipeb  uerst  /  ine  bet  he  him 

meek  honours  God  '  '  * 

as  a  child  doth  its  lofjj  simpleHche  of  al  fet  he  zayjj.  ase  dej?  fe  Htel  cliild 

master.  ■  i     i        /    i 

his   mayster.     and  uor  ])is    skele  /  Jie]j  oure  byleaue 

merite.     ))a7^ne  huo  fet  Avel  ylefj) :  god  gr«t  worJ)ssipe 

He  believes  His     him  doj).  alsuo  ase  he  dejj  to  ])e  mawne  wor])Ssipe  ])ct 

simple  word,  and     -,  .       -,    o     ^       -x  •        •         -i  i  i  •  i- 

that  is  the  bej,'iu-    him  lei]?  be  his  Simple  worde.  and  J?et  is  fe  begmnynge 

doing.'  to  done  wel  /  fet  is  nyednol  to  alle  fan  /  Jjct  w}dle]) 

ham  bouer^e.'  ase  zai])  zainte  paul.  fet  me  ylefj)  god 

ope  his  simple  worde  fet  al  is  zojj  fet  he  zayf.  onlepi- 

liche  uor  fet  he  zayf  wy))-oute  ofre  skele  to  zeche.  and 

The  heretics  Aviii    A\^b-oute  obre  proeue  zeclie.     Vor  bet  byeb   be  bouses 

not  believe  God'^''^  r        i  f  J    r    r  o 

without  good        and  fe  heretiks  proude  uorlore.    uor  hi    nolle]?  yleue 

evidence.  "  god  :  \vyf-oute  guod  wed.  fet  is  to  ziggene  :  bote-yef 

hi  y-zy  kuik  scele  /  ac  hi  ha?7z  hyealde]?  /  and  zigge]) 

ase  f  e  gauelere  he  hi?7i  halt  to  ]je  wynnynge  Jjawne  to  J)e 

Of  this  disbelief     Simple  worde  ue  w}de  nonen  yleue.     And  J>erof  byej) 

comes  all  manner  ni  o  /ji?-i_i* 

of  heresies.  y-come  alle  ]?e  maneres  ol  eresye  /  and  oi  misbeleumge. 

Vor  Jje  blynde  proude  /  ]?et  hare  Avyt  ^vjdle]?  emni  to 
godes  wysdome  /  hi  nolle]?  y-leue  fing  fet  god  zay]?  / 
bote-yef  me  ne  betoke  ham  guod  wed.    ]?et  is  to  zigge  : 

True  believers        o]?er  ]?ane  quicke  scele  /  ober  aperte  miracle.     Ac  Ave 

have  a  hundred 

times  more  faith     j?et  ]?e  ri^tc  bylcauc  hyealdef)  /  yleue]?  betere  an  hon- 

inGod'swordthan  .  .  , 

in  any  miracle]       dred  zifc  him  fct  ue  may  na^t  lye3e  :  ]?a?^ne  we  ne  do]? 

ley  may  see.        ^^  miraclc  /  lie  scelc  /  uc  him-zelue  ]?et  Ave  yze]?.     God 

zay]?  he  wile  deme  euri?zne  /be  his  dedes.  and  of  eche 

ydele  worde  /  ]?e  behoue]?  yelde  scele  to  'him  /  ate  daye 

of  dome.    ])e  milde  ]jet  ]?is  yher]?  /  hit  ylefj?.  and  dret  / 

^  bon^e  ?  or  bor-ie  ? 
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an  de])  payne  to  loky  his  lierte  /  and  his  niou])  /  and 

alle  his  workes.    Efterward  pe  zo])e  milde  /  ]?onke])  god  The  truly  miw 

trewehche  of  alle  his  guodes  /  ]?et  he  him  help  y-do  /  aii  his  gifts  that 

and  >et  he  him  dejj  echedaye  /  and  fet  he  wyle  do.  ofHnn/''''''''^ 

EfterAvard  ase  we  habbef  y-sseawed  /  ine  J?e  zigginge  of 

prede.      Vor  ])e  milde  is  ase  ]?e  poure  man  /  J?et  of 

little  elmesse :  he]?  greate  blisse.  and  yelt  ]?oiikes  mid 

herte  /  to  his  guod  doere.  j)aniie  hua?zne  ]?e  milde  /  ne 

.     /  ,  ^  .  ^  for  all  that  he  re- 

yzi^J)  me  mm  na3t  /  huer-bi  he  bi  worjjy  to  pe   breade  ceiveth  comes  of 

Jiet  he  et  /  he  be-knau]?  trewehche  /  and  y-z^lp  /  and  glJ-J^  ^^^^^  ^" 

onderstant  /  and  ylefjj  /  ]?et  al  hit  is  of  klene  grace  / 

and  of  yef]?e.  and  na3t  of  him.  al  jjet  god  him  zent  / 

and  yef])  /  and  len]).     And  uor  Jjet  he  ne  lef]?  na^t  of 

him-zelue  /  of  Ipe  guodes  of  his  Ihorde  /  ])et  be  his  hand 

pasejj  :    jjernore  is  j?e  sergont  trewe  /  ase   zay])    sant 

bernard.      Efterward  j^e  zoj^e  milde  worj)  ssipe]?  god  /  He  prays  to  God 

,,.         ,  MITT  1-  •  -1  meekly,  with  txiie 

and   hmi   byt   mildehche.   Ipet  his  to  zigge  mid  zolpe  tears  and  simpii- 
teares  /  J^et  comejj  of  godes  grace  /  and  mid  ri^tuolle  ^^  "^[foi.^IT  b.i 
oninge  of  herte.     Vor  hit  him  jjing]?  /  fet  he  is  ase  Ipet  for  it  seems  to  lum 

,.,,,,.  IT  ,  ,.  .,         /  ,  .  that  he  is  as  the 

child  jjet  is  echedaye  beiiore  his  maistre  /  and  na^t  can  child,  that  is  each 

his  lessoun.     Oper  pet  he  by  ase  ys  pe  poure  ine  dette.  ^iter  and  imow- 

J)et  is  y-ualle  ine  pe  hand  of  gaueleres.  and  na^t  ne  he]?  f^^.^^^^  ^"^  ^^^' 

huermide  hit  may  endy.     Ojjer  J»et  he  by  ase  is  pe  jjief  ^^  uke  a  thief 

yproued  /  and  y-nome  and  mid  mo  fa^me  an  hondred  fhan  a  hundred 

misdedes  fet  he]j  nie3  pe  wyj^pe  ine  pe  nykke.  And  f et  ,™'.^J^^^r^^ '  *^^^*  ^® 

he  is  ase  be  y-maymed  ate  porche  of  be  cherche  /  bet  "ear  his  neck. 

r     <^  '^  ^  r  I   r        He  is  like  the 

lie  he]?  none  ssame  uor  to  sseawy  alle   his  maimes  to  maimed  at  the 
alle  pon  fet  pev  guof  /  uor  fet  me  ssolde  habbe  of  him  hath  no  shame  to 
pite.     Yef  fou  wilt  ]7a7zne  lyerni  god  to  bidde.  and  to  to  excite  "hepitT 
aouri  ari3t :  ])ise  uour  hit  wytnesse]?.   ]?et  child,  he  fet  ^^|J*i  ^i™^  of  those 
is  ine  dette.  pe  pyef.  and  he  ]?et  is  ymaymed. 


I'ho  enter. 


j)E    0])ER    BO3    OF    MILDENESSE.  The  second  bough 

of  meekness. 

Wone  is  of  pe  zo]?e  milde  ofren  to  herie  /  and  The  meek  in  heart 
praysy.  and  poty  him  uorf  /  an  wor])ssipij.  Praysy  ine  Tearotherspraised 
herte  /  herie  ine  moufe.  and  be  dede  :  wor]7ssipe  /  here.  ^"^  honoured. 


\'M\ 
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He  U  like  tlte  bee 
that  Meeketli  the 
rtowery  fields  and 
betletis  stench. 


He  taketh  no  heed 
of  other  men's 
faults. 


He  praiseth  others 
for  tliree  reasons. 

1.  He  believetli 
other  men's  wit 
more  than  his 
own. 

2.  He  desires  the 
will  of  others  to 
be  followed  more 
than  his. 

3.  He  trusteth 
more  in  others' 
virtues  than  in  his 
own. 

The  meek  excuseth 
and  palliates  the 
faults  of  others. 


The  proud  man, 
on  the  contrary, 
delights  to  hear  of 
other  men's 
defects. 


11(3  is  use  )jo  smale  ule^ci  pat  nitike))  pat  hony.  and 
beuly3))  stench,  and  zek))  pa  ueldes  yfloiired.  and  of  pa 
floures  zoucj)  ])ane  deau  huerof  hi  make)?  Jjet  hony  nor 
his  hous  to  astori.  )?et  dap  pa  milde  herte  Jjet  na3t  ne 
nyuip  hode  of  stench,  ne  of  pa  lackes  of  ofren.  ac  alle 
pa  guodea  fet  opva  habbojj  y- rewarded,  and  louej?.  and 
here]?,  and  prayzejj  and  concaynap  pa  zuetnesse  :  of 
deuocion.  hueruore  his  bodi  is  ondo :  and  his  imvyt 
uohield.  'Vor-zojje  zoj?  hit  is  y-bore  of  stones  and  of 
ulyntes /  kan  he  zouke  pa  oly  /  and  fet  hony  :V  ase  ous 
tekjj  )}e  sauter.  Vor  he  ne  wille  nemie  zuo  kuead  /  ne 
zuo  hard  /  ne  zuo  zenuol :  J?et  he  ne  can  dra^e  mate/ie  : 
god  uor  to  herie.  Ine  his  herte  he  prayze])  ofre  /  ine 
pvi  mane?'es.  Vor  he  ylef]?  more  ofrema/me  wyt : 
]7a?zne  his  03en.  He  mle  fet  f e  ml  of  ojjren  bi  more 
y-do  :  panna  his.  He  him  fyej?  more  in  ojjres  mVtue  : 
panna  ine  his.  Al  f»e  contrarja  def  fe  proude  /  ase  we 
habbej)  be-uore  yssewed.  Efterward  he  herejj  /  and 
praysej)  fe  ofre  be  speche.  pa  guodes  fet  o))re  dof  /  and 
habbej)  :  he  hise  ha^ap  /  and  liere)?.  fe  kueades  :  he 
his  excuse]?  /  and  lo^ef.  and  lessej?.  pa  myddelguodes  : 
he  onderstant  ine  guode  /  and  went  abieway  in-to  fe 
guode  half.  And  ]?et  is  aye  fe  fri  queade  techches  of 
J?e  misziggeres  /  fet  arere])  pat  quead  :  an  1036)?  ]?et 
guod.  and  pa  middel  ])inges  ouerjjrawe]?  and  mis-wend- 
ap.  Be  dede  he  worjjssipej)  eurinne  /  and  prayse]?  ase 
moche  ase  he  ssel  and  may  do.  Avy]j-oute  misdo.  j)at  ne 
dap  na^t  pa  proude.  ac  al  fe  contrarie  /  ase  we  habbej) 
be-uore  y-ssewed.  ine  fe  chapitele  of  prede. 


Of  meek  heart. 
The  meek  heart 
keeps  all  his  vir- 
tues behind  his 
back,  and  his  de- 
fects before  his 
eyes. 

[Fol,  42.  a.] 

He  is  like  the  co- 
vetous man,  he 


Of  milde  herte. 

Wone  is  of  milde  herte.  pat  alle  his  guodes  he  hejj 
behinde  his  regge.  and  alle  his  queades  :  beuore  his 
e3en.  An  ferof  comj)  /  f et  of  asemoche  pat  he  prayzef 
more  pa  opva  :  fe  more  he  hi??z-zelue  mispraysef.  He 
is  ase  pa  wel  couaytouse  wrechche  /  fet  alneway  hej? 
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])et  e^e  to  pe  guodes  :  ]?et  oJ?re  Iiabl3ej7  /  and  dojj  alneway.  hath  an  eye  to  the 
and  makeb  alneway  se??2blont :  jjet  he  ne  help  na3t.  Yor  (for  there  is  a 

holy  covetousness 

asemoche  ase  ]jer  is  an  holy  prede  :  alzuo  jjer  is  an  holy  andahoiyenvy). 

coueytise  /  and  an  holy  enuye.     Hit  is  ase  hit  is  of  jje 

Htel  childe  /  j^et  is  ]?e  kinges  zone  /  and  eyr  of  pe  king- 

riche  jjet  wepf)  ine  his  crete.   and  na3t  ne  kan  of  his 

he^nesse  /  ne  of  his  richesse.  He  is  ase  bet  simple  ssep.  He,  nke  the  simple 

sheep  in  whom  all 

ine  himm  al  hit  is  guod  and  p?'ofitable.  and  wolle.   and  is  rooci  and  profit- 

able,  wool,  skin, 

skin,  and  uless.   and  nielk.  and  irut.   and  dong.  and  ne  nesh,  miik,  frnit, 

,/TT  ,  .  TiTi-        and  dun"  and  vet 

wen]?  /  and  ne  kan  na^t.  ne  na^t  ne  ]?engp.     Ine  J3ise  ^eeneth  Aothingi 
manere  zay))  saynt  abraham  jje  greate  patnarche.  fet  he  in'^ti^^g^'^anner 
nes  bote  esssse  and  doiist    And  saynt  lob.    bet  wes  zuo  ^^"^*^  J^^  speaks 

of  himself  as  but 

moche  grat  to  Jje  wordle.  and  holy  ine  god  /  pet  zayde  ash,  sparks, 

.11  1  1  filth,  stench,  ver- 

01  mm-zelue.     '  Huet  am  ich  bote  esssse.  and  spearken.  min,  wind,  sha- 

,,  111  111  1       dow,  and  smoke. 

and  nor.  and  stench,  wermes.  wynd.  ssed.  and  smecn. 
f  et  pe  wynd  hevp  and  gaderef  draye.  ]}et  to  na3t  ne  is 
worj) :  bote  to  pe  uere.'     And  alsuo  ase  pe  zope  milde  As  the  true  meek, 

one  praises  others 

here]?  pe  opie  and  mid  herte  /  and  mid  mou]?e  /  and  in  a  threefold 


manner. 


mid  dede.  ase  we  habbe])  ysed.  alsuo  lie  blame]?  him-  so  in  three  ways 

1         •         .•,•  11-         I'lti^T  he  blames  himself 

zelue  me  pise  J?ri  mane?"es.  he  him  pmgp  ]?et  ieromes 
zayp  of  hi??^zelue.  ]?et  yef  he  eth  /  o]jer  yef  he  drinc]?  / 
yef  he  wake]?  /  yef  he  slep]?  /  fet  pe  ilke  orible  bosyne 
him  went  to  pe  yeare  :  'com  to  J)ine  dome.'  And  })eriiore 
pe  ilke  {)et  iiele  na^t  by  f  er  ydemd  :  he  ne  endi  neure 
hiere  :    lii7?z-«elue  to  deme  and  damni.    wib-nvme  his  ''^"'^  condemns  his 

^      '^  deeds,  words,  and 

dedes.  and  his  wordes.  and  his  ]703tes.  and  clensi.  and  thoughts. 
telle,  and  we^e.  and  wyberwe^e.  and  wyb-nime.  Vor  he  ^^  !f^,^  ™^''^    . 

■^  ^  J  ?  d  T  chaff  than  corn  in 

y-zi3])  more  yno3  of  chef :  p^nwe  of  corn.     And  ]?eriiore  his  ufe, 

Jjet  he  ne  by  y-demd  ine  pe  cort  of  ri3te  /  ne  he  nele 

na3t  lete  ne  smal  ne  grat  /  ]?et  ne  ssel  by  examened  / 

and  y-zed  /  and  y-demd  /  ine  pe  cort  of  nierci.     )?et  is  hlmlSt^n  the"''^ 

ine  holy  ssriftte  ine  fo  cort.  huo  acounte})  ari3t :  he  is  ^^^J^  ^^  ^"^^ 

al  quit.     Ac  ine  pe  cort  of  ri3te  /  ]jet  ssel  bi  ate  daye  of 

dome  /  huo  pei  ssel  a3t :    him  behouef  paye.  ne  neure  brdLmned  hfth? 

aqm'tti  he  ne  may.  and   beruore  ha  ssel  by  vdammed.  ^ou^t  of  Right  at 

^  'J  i  'J    ^  Doomsday. 

Vor  he  mot  yelde  :  o]?er  hongy.     A.  alias  huet  ssel  pe 


l.>8  THE    FOURTH    BOUGH    OF    MEEKNEW8. 


Woe  to  the  man 
whose  nec-k  shall 


ilke  paye :  f  et  na3t  ne  lie)?  bote  jjaiie  nhicke  y-carked 
then  be  loa.iea       mid  zc/nio  dyadlicli  ]       II uo  bot  onderstode  and  yuelde 

with  deadly  Bin. 

))ise  Jjinges  /  he  him  wolde  hyealde  /  and  wyj)dra3e 
urani  scornes  and  uram  leazinges  /  Jjet  he  he  J)  yuounde  / 

sildve rm'Hi    ^^^  ^^  ^''J'^  ^^^"^^  I  ^^^  ^^^  drede]).  fet   uor  fan  liy 

and  oft.  wylle]}  \\diii  loki  clenliche  /  hy  ssriue))  ham  Ijlefeliche  / 

and  ofte,     Ac  htel  is  worj)  to  maky  guod  dom :  hote 

fe  demere  ne  by  efterward  yprayzed  trewehche.  and 

feruore  al-zuomoche  ase  fe  zofe  milde  /  makej?  of  lii//i- 

zekie  guod  dom  /  ine  zor^e  of  herte.   and  ine  ssrifte  of 

He  must  doom      mouJjB.  and  zuo  dej?  be  dede  zo])  dom.     Vor  he  hi?7i 

to  the  sibbet  of      dcmjj   ase  ane  ])yef.   and  he  him   def    zoJjHche  to  fe 

penance.  gybet  of  pcnonce  wyf-oute  slacnesse  /  and  wyjj-oute 

ypocrysye. 

oT^SnL'^"''  )5E    UErDe    BO3    OF    My[l]dENESSE. 

[Fol.  42.b.] 

Hvo  fet  hate])  prede  :  he  louef  pouerte  Jjet  zet  fe 

ioveth"poveTty,°"^  herte  lo^e  /  and  Jjeruore  alle  zo)?e  milde  louyef  pouerte  / 

and  byef  poure  of  gost.  fe  zofe  milde  louejj  pouerte 

for  three  reasons :  uor  f  rl  sceles.     Yor  fe  peHls  f  et  bye])  ine  richesses. 

riches,        '         ^01*  f©  guodes  fet  bye])  in  guode  pouerehede.      And 

2.  for  the  virtues    ^.^^  ^^^    ^^  louede  ZUO  moche  pouerte  bo  he  wes  ine  be 

in  poverty,  r        o  jr  x  j 

3.  for  God  loved     wordle  /  and  yet  hit  loueb  /  ase  ])e  holy  wrytiTige  wyt- 

poverty.  '  '   '  * 

nessef)  in  uele  stedes.  }pa?2ne  zayf  he  in  fe  sautere  / 
God  hears  the  fet  he  y-licr])  J)e  benes  /  and  fe  wylles  of  ])e  poure.  and 
sires  of  the  poor,    ^^^vci  poruayf  /  and  agrayfe]?  hare  Ij^fnof)  zueteliche  / 


and  is  their  refuge 
and  safety. 
God  is  Father  to 
the  poor. 


Christ  blessed  the 

poor, 

and  cursed  the 

rich. 


and  mid  guod  sanour.  and  he  is  hire  refu  /  and  ha?}i 

ssel  souy.     lob  zay])  /  fet  god  is  ])e  uader  to  fe  poure. 

and  ham  he})  y-yeue  mi3te  /  ofren  to  iuggi.     And  oure 

lord  ate  biginnynge  of  his  uayre  sermon  zay  J).  '  fet  y- 

blyssed  byef  pe  poure :  and  a-corsed  bied  ^  pe  riche  /  J)et 

habbe])  hyer  hire  paradis.'     Ac  fe  zofe  paradys  /  hej) 

he  y-yeue  ])e   poure.    zuo  :  fet  hi  hit  mo3e  yeue  /  and 

zelle.     Ac  fe  wordle  nele  y-leue  /  J)et  god  zigge  zof  / 

not\1iieve  th?t     fet  poueHe  by  J)ing  y-bHssed.     Ac  fet  is  of  fe  rede  of 
povertyisbiessed.  ^^^   ^^  ^^^^^^^    feruorc  Icsu  crist  zayj)  ine  his  spelle. 

1    hic\>  r 
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'  Vayre  uader  ych  yelde  pe  jjonkes  and  heriynges.  pet  j^ise 
])inges  y-hed  /  and  y-hole  hest  :  to  j^e  wyse.  and  hise 
liest  y-sseawed  to  be  milde.'     be  milde  his  y-zyeb  /  and  The  meek  man 

•^  ■»  ^  ^      'J    f  I  jo^^eg  poverty  a 

wel  Ms   yleueb  /  and  louie])  /  an  hondredzibe  more  inmdred  times 

more  than  the  nig- 

pouerte  :   ])a?zne  pe  ni]?ing  dej?  his  richesse.     Ine  jjri  gard  his  wealth. 

,  ,  This  he  shows 

J?inges  ssewe]}  pe  man  /  jjet  he  loue]?  pouerte«     ±lua?ine  in  three  ways. 
he  louep  and  halt  ble]?eliclie  pe  uela^rede.   and  ])et  lyf.  ^  j^^  j^^^^  ^^^^ 
and  be  wones  of  be  poure.     Hire  uela^rede  he  loueb  /  ''?''^^^  communion 

-*  ^       ^  ''  '    '     with  the  xioor,  as 

ase  iesu  crist  dede  per  hulls  ha  wes  ine  f  e  wordle.    Vor  Christ  once  did, 

kende  wyle  pet  pe  lambren  louie  ham  togidere  /  and 

beuly  pe  wolues.  and  pe  children  ha?/?-  louie  to-gidere. 

and  beuly  pe  uela^rede  of  pe  greaten.    and  pe  milde 

haw  louie  to-gidere  /  and  become  uela3es  to-gidere.  Lif  ei"t/of  the  great' 

of  poure  man  is  poure.  uor  he  ne  ze^p  /  ne  metes  of  grat  *"^  "^^^• 

pns  /  ne  robes  out  of  scele.  ne  non  host  hi'  ne  zechep  /         [i  Ae?] 

ne  ine  robes,    ne  ine  ridinges.  ne  ine  maine.    ne  ine 

festes.  ne  ine  uela^redes.     Blibe  he  is  yef  he  heb  his  :  ^^^^  >s  ^^  ^^  ^^ 

■^  J  <j  J  have  his  susten- 

sostinoTzce.  ac  he  soffrep   and  honger  /  an  porst.  and  ance. 

chald  and  hot.  and  cheastes  /  and  manye  biternese^. 

and  alle  zuiche  pinges  pet  pe  kueade  poure  dep  /  and 

polep  :  wille  he  nolle  he.     ])e  zope  milde  wilnep  /  and  2.  He  suffers  and 

T-iTT  1  1      J     1  -J    •  o,  endures  all  things 

polep  gledliche  uor  god.    a-last  hit  is  wone  01  pe  poure  meekly  for  God. 
ma?^ne  /  pet  yef  he   ne  hep   na3t  /  ne  na^t  ne  may 

.  .  3.  He  has  no  shame 

Wynne:  bene  hep  none  ssame  to  acsi.      And  pe  zope  to  ask  for  what  he 
milde:  beggep  echedaye.  pe  benes  and  pe  oreysons  of  Tifdbcgs  each  day 
guode  uolke  /  and  of  uryendes  of  god.   huer  he  wenp  JJ'^JJ'  ^''''^''''■'  ''"^ 
mest  of  guode.  and  more  he  be-lefp  ine  hare  helpe  : 
pa;zne  he  do  ine  his  03ene  guodes. 

^  The  fifth  bough  of 

PE    yiFTE    BO3    OF    MILDENESSE.  meekness. 

Meekness  loves 

Prede  /  louep  wel  he^e  stedes.   Mildenesse  :  pe  lo^e.  low  places. 
):)is  is  pe  dyamod^  of  noble  kende.  pet  nele  na3t  sitte  ine  that  needs  not  to 
gold,  ac  ine  poure  metal  ase  yzen.     And  zuo  hit  is  of  Thrcomls  ever 
pe  hyeape  of  huete  y-porsse.   pe  cornes  byep  benepe  /  cSt'shaipL- 
and  bet  chef  a-boue.  Ac  oure  Ihord  ssel  uarmi  his  corn  /  !^'^ ''°'"  *' 

■»  /     Doomsday. 

ate  daye  of  dome  /  ase  zayp  pet  godspel.  and  ssel  prawe       C^'o^-  4^-  ^-l 

2   So  ill  MS. 


1  in  OF    THE    ORNAMENTS    OF    OliEDIENCE. 

The  chaff  shall  go  j,et  chef  iii-to   bo  \HiVii  i    and  bet  corn  in-to  be  ^revnerc. 

into  the  fire.  '^  '^  '^  r     o     j 

\)Q,  more  ]?et  /  Jjet  gold  is  clene  :  J>e  more  hit  wee]?,  and 

J)e  more  jjet  hit  is  heui :  ))e  rajjre  hit  ualj)  to  Jje  botmo 

The  meek  man      ^^^^  f®  more  J)et  })e  man  is  milde  :  |je  more  he  hjuej) 

preferH  low  places,  j^     stedcs.  ase  dcde  lesu  crist  and  his  zuete  moder  / 

aiultoUowstheex-        -'  ' 

ample  of  Christ      |jet  ous  veaue  uorbisnc  to  serui  and  to  bouie.  na^t  wyb- 

aiul  His  8weet  r  J  ?  ?         J  T 

motiier.  outc  morc  to  ]?e  gratteste  :  ac  to  |)e  leste.   and  ])e  mor3 

]}e  seruise  ys  onworjj  :  ])e  blejjelaker  ))e  milde  him  dej? 
]?erto.     jperiiore  wyle  teche  oure  Ihord  lesu  crist  /  ])o 

Meekness  is  the     uet  to  WGSse  to  his  pourc.  ))a/^ne  mildenesse  /  is  moder 

mother  of  obedi-  ti/ot  ^    ^   •  •tit 

gjj^.^  p?'oprelicne  /  oi   bo3sa?7inesse.  and  hire  norissej)  /  and 

tek])  /  an  lokej?  /  ])et  hi  ne  by  y-coru?7iped  /  nc  by 
ydele  blisse  /  ne  be  zor3e  /  ne  be  grochchinge  /  ne  be 

and  bedeck  eth  her  o^enc  wytte  /  ne  be  03ene  wille.  ne  ine  ofre  manere. 

with  all  her  orna- 
ments. Hy  hise  agrayfe])  and  azet :  mid  alle  hire  ournemews. 

Of  obedience.  Of    BO3SAMNESSE. 

There  are  seven 

ornaments  of  obe-         ])e  oumemens  of  bo^samnesse  :  bye]?  zeuen.  pet  ys  : 

dieuce. 

That  is,  that  one  fet  me  bou3e  prcstliche.  gledliche.    simpleliche.   'klen- 

giadi'y,  3.  simply"  Hche.  generalliclie.  zuyftliche.'  and  wiluolHche.  pe  milde 

neraHy.e!  swS'iy,  J-^y}]>  beuore^  his  e3en  :  Jjet  heys  poure  and  naked,  and 

The  meek  ^obedi-  ^"^®   "^^'^J'  ^^i^de  bote  uor  hi??i-zelue.  and  feruore  he   is 

ent  one  is  like  a  ahiewav  ao'raybed  /  ase  bycb  be  ssipmon  ine  ssipe.   bet 

sailor  ever  ready  ^ojj-/  d    r   T  i-  J-         f 

to  obey  the  cap-     ase  zone  ase  he^  y-hyerb  tiane  smite  of  be  lodes-ma?me  : 

tain. 

hi  yernej)  /  hi  Iheape]?  ase  wode.     ])e  milde  bou3])  gled- 
He  is  as  obedient   liche  /  uor  he  is  asc  be  hassasis.  bet  ys  blitie  hua?zne  he 

as  the  ass  is  to  its  '  -^  i        ^  j 

master.  hef  JjG  liGstc  ondoruonge  of  his  maistre.    ]?et  fe  perils  / 

and  pe  pinen  /  an  fane  dyaf  he  onderuang]?  ferAvyf  / 
mid  to  greate  blisse  uor  Ipe  loue  f  et  he  he])  to  ]?e  obedi- 

David  preferred     Giice.  jperuore  zaydo  daui])  ine  ))e  sautere.  ]?et  he  louede 

God's  behests  to^  ii-  t  ttt/ 

gold  or  precious  betere  pe  liestes  J>et  god  him  made  :  fanne  he  dede  / 
He  obeys  simply,  gold  /  ofer  stones  of  p77's.  ))Q  milde  him  bou3]j  al 
or  the  sheep. °^^^  simplelicliG  ase  delp  fet  hors  /  o])ev  Ipet  ssep  /  ])et  fe 
ssepherde  let  huer  ha  wyle  /  f»et  ne  zayf  neure  huer- 
Hoiy  simplicity  is  hqj^q  otiq  ich  hider  :  more  l)a?ine  bider.     Yor  one  of  be 

the  character  of  ^  *  ^  ' 

meekness.  guode  do3tren  ])et  mildenesse  hef  :   is  holy  simplcsse. 

1  Zmjfi,hche  in  MS.  2   bo-twre  in  MS.  •''  hi? 


1 
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be  milde  is  wel  trewe  to  f?od  /  ase  is  a  giiod  Ilieuedi  to    '^'^^  "^^^'^  "^^"  ^^ 

•'  o         /  o  true  to  God. 

hire  Ihorde.  jjet  nele  to  nonen  queme  folliche  bote  to 
hare  Ihorde  onlepiliche.  and  jjeruore  non  ne  bou^Jj  zuo 
clienliche  ^  /  ne  mid  zuo  clene  onderstondinge  :  ase  dejj 
be  zobe   milde.     bet    ne  hateb  bote  nor  to   kiieme  be  ^^  ^^^^f_  ""*  *?, 

f  J  J  T  J       please  the  world. 

wordle.  Efterward  be  milde  is  wel  zuift  and  wel  ingnel  /  ^^  is  swift  to 

'  ;         .      obey  God,  and 

huawne  mrtue  of  obedience  and  ])&  wyl  of  god  /  mid  his  slow  to  obey  lus 

own  will. 

ouerKng  him  ber]?.    Ac  hua72ne  his  03ene  wyl  hhn  berjj 

and  let  him.  he  is  slac  an  sleuuol  wel  to  done.     Ase  is 

]?e  sterre  ]jet  hatte  sat^^rne  makejj  pet  asemoche  yern])  He  is  like  the 

in  onelepi  daye  mid  j?e  firmament   ase  ]je   firmament    ^^^  ^ "™' 

hine  let :  ase  he  dej?  ine  jjritti  yer  ine  his  03ene  sercle  / 

and  ine  his  o^ene  yerninge.     Ate  laste  Ipe  milde  bon3J? 

generalliche  oueral  fer  he  ylefj*  fet  he  queme  to  god  / 

and  ine  alle  binges  ase  deb  be  asse  of  be  melle.   bet  ase  He  is  like  the 

'      ^  ^   ^  ^  '  mill-ass  that  will 

blej^ehche  ber])  here  :  ase  huete.  and  lyad.  ase  ])et  corn,  as  Uef  carry 

.   ^  .,  ,       .      barley  as  corn. 

to  ]?e  poure  :  ase  to  J)e  riche.     lilterward  fe  milde  is 


wel  Strang,    uor  he   chongej?  his   strengfe  mid  godes       [FoI.  43.  b.] 

,,  ,  ,  o  1        -t  -1  .He  is  strong,  for 

streng|)e.  ase  zayf  ysaye  pe  prolete.  feruore  nis  he  na^t :  ^g  chano-es  Ms 
fet  ne  may  here.     Yor  god  berf  and  him  and  his  ber-  God'Tstrength 
done  /  hueruore  he  bo^j?  wij?   gnode  wille  and  bleui?^- 
deliche.  uor  he  ne  is  neuremo  weri  /  ne  fe  zo/zne  jjet  He  is  uke  the 
god  let  /  and  breng])  uorf .  and  fe  more  ha  leue]?  /  jje  weary.*^ 
more  him  wext  his  stre[n]g]3e.  alsuo  ase  ]?e  litel  amote. 
Nou  mi3[t]  ]?ou  wel  y-zy  /  hou  mildenesse  jje  tek]?  wel  to 
serui  /  and  parfitliche  bou^e. 

,  The  sixth  bough 

PE    ZIXTE    BO3    OF    MILDENESSE.  of  meekness, 

J5e  greate  maister  of  mildenesse  Tesu  crist   bo  he  Christ  was  the 

great  master  of 

hedde  y-preched  /  and  y-ued  ]jet  uolk  /  and  Jje  zike  /  meekness. 

and  fe  ymamed  y-held.  \o  he  ulea^  aboue  ]?e  uolk  in-to 

be  helle  /  uor  to  by  ine  bedes  /  ous  uor  to  teche  to  He  taught  us  to 

avoid  praise  and 

beuly  fet  los  and  fe  blondingges.  and  jjeruore  ]?e  trewe  flattery, 
herte  milde  /  ase  \v\m  pineb  to  done  wel  hua^zne  he  wherefore  the 

'  ■'  mild  heart 

bou3]7.  alsuo  hi?^  paine]?  to  be-uly  los  /  of  him-zelue  strives  to  befly 
ansuerie    uor   ]?ane    wynd    of  ydele   blisse  /  and    j^et 
^  MS.  clienliche 
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Hi8  truHt  id  in 
a  rook. 

This  rock  is  Christ. 


Our  Lord  is  a 
dove-cot, 
wherein  resteth 
the  meek  heart. 


In  recording  the 
life  of  Christ,  the 
mild  heart  forgets 
all  his  sorrows. 


He  desires  to  be 
lost  to,  and  for- 
gotten by  the 
world. 


Wlien  alone  he  is 
with  his  two 
best  friends, 
with  God  and 
himself. 


He  takes  delight 
OT^y  in  what  is 
pleasing  to  God. 


Thus  the  soul 
loves  solitude  and 
quietness. 
Modesty  is  one  of 
the  fairest 
daughters  of 
meekness. 

A  maid  in  love 
hath  great  shame 
when  she  is 
espied, 


gadcrojj  uor  }jo  rage  /  ami  uor  j)e  tc^z/pestu  of  eiiele 
tongen  /  ine  jje  ssedo  of  ]}e  roclie.  ase  zay])  ysaye.  \)e 
ilko  roclie  is  lesu  cv/st  hiw-zolf.  pat  his  restc  /  and 
Lri[3]tnesse  to  pa  milde.  Jjer  hi/w  restej?  fe  irchouon.  ase 
zay])  J)e  sauter.  fet  by  Jje  milde  herten  y-carked  mid 
fornes  of  ssarpnesse  of  penonce.  An  pat  is  fet  coluer- 
lious  /  huerinne  restejj  and  him  de])  pe  colure  oure 
Ihord.  J5et  hyap  pe  milde  herten  and  simple  uor  pe 
uo^eles  of  praye.  Jjet  byejj  Jje  dyeulen.  Hua?zne  J?e 
milde  herte  /  hejj  zuo  moche  y-do  /  Jjct  he  is  y-guo  in- 
to pe  hole  of  fo  roche  ase  pe  colure  ine  his  coluerhous. 
Jjet  is  huawne  he  recorde))  J?et  lif  of  iesu  cn'st  /  and  his 
holy  passioun  :  uor  fanne  he  uoryet  alle  his  zor^es  / 
and  prayse]?  lite  al  Jjet  pe  wordle  hep.  and  is  worf.  and 
may.  Herte  pet  pis  heJj  a-sayd  /  na3t  ne  willie])  more  / 
panne  uor  to  by  uorlore  /  and  uoryete  to  pe  wordle. 
pe  wordle  is  him  prisoun.  onhede  /  paradis.  Vor  ase 
zay]?  pe  wyse  of  hi??i-zelue.  pet  he  ne  is  neuremo  lesse 
allone  /  bote  hua?2ne  he  is  one.  ne  more  ine  niedes  : 
bote  hua?zne  he  is  ydel.  Vor  he  ys  panne  mid  his 
tuaye  beste  urie[n]des.  pet  is  mid  him-zelue  /  and  mid 
god.  j)eY  tretep  he  of  his  greate  quereles  hueruore  alle 
opre  niedes  him  pingp  trufles.  per  he  him  to  god  /  and 
god  to  him  /  be  holy  p03tes  /  and  be  stedeuest  wil. 
j)eT  he  uelp  *  pe  greate  zuetnesse  of  confort  /pet  god 
yefp  ine  prme  stedes  /  to  pan  pet  him  dredep.  ase  zayp 
pe  sauter.  and  pa??.ne  alle  speches  /  and  alle  wordes  hi??^ 
tyenep  /  and  greuep  /  bote-yef  hi  ne  by  to  god  /  oper  of 
god  /  oper  uor  god.  j)oiis,  biginp  pe  zaule  to  louie  on- 
hede /  and  stillehede.  and  pa?zne  him  wext  ine  herte 
ane  holy  ssamnesse  /  pet  is  one  of  pe  uariste  dopter^  of 
mildenesse.  Yor  al  ase  a  mayde  pet  be  greate  loue 
louep  /  hep^  grat  ssame  hep^  pa?zne  hi  is  aspid  /  and  y- 
herp  pet  me  spekp  :  of  hire,  alzuo  hep  pe  ilke  hua?2ne 
hi  y-hyerp  pet  me  spekp  of  hire  :  and  of  pe  guodes  pet 
god  him  hep  y-do.  And  na^t  uor  pan  hi  dep  ase  dep 
^  An  s  has  been  cancelled  before  u.         -  So  in  MS. 
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pe  like  inayde  strongiiclie  opnome  of  loue.  *  nor  liiiet  j?et  and  she  seeketh 
pe  wordle  zigge  /  ojjer  co?^ne  speke  :  alneway  zee]?  hi  fe       [Foi.  44.  a.'] 

halkes  and  pe  derne  stedes.  ase  pe  ilke  jjet  ne  zee])  bote  so  doth  the 

,      T  .         1  r    -I  J  1  truly  meek. 

nor  to  by  y-ranissed  ase  wes  say[njte  panl. 

bE    ZEUENDE    B02    OF    MILDENESSE.  The  seventh 

'  -^  bough  of 

Of  bise  aqnayntonce  and  of  bise  prinite  be  ilke  holy  meekness. 

r  ^      >}  r         r  r  J  The  holy  soul 

zanle  be-ginb  to  habbe  of  god  be-tnene  hire  /  and  an  is  proud  of 

her  acquaintance 

holy  prede.      Vor  hua?^ne  hi  is  y-reaued  /  panne  to  with  God. 

henene  /  hi  lokejj  ope  be  erbe  nram  ner  /  ase  zay b  ysaye  /  ^^e  looks  upon 

,  ,  the  earth  from 

and  hise  yzy^])  z[n]o  lite  to  pe  zi^j^e  of  pe  gratnesse  of  pe  afar,  and  sees  its 

11/  -I  •        /  littleness. 

henene.  zno  y-zic])  pe  ilke  greate  nayrhede  /  zno  dim  / 
to  pe  zi^Jie  of  J>e  grate  bri^tnesse  /  zno  emti.  to  pe  zi3])e 
of  ]jo  greate  blisse  :  pa^nne  onwoi])e])  and  misprayse])  to 

be  zobe  al  bet  he  heb  ine  be  wordle  of  richesses  and  of  The  world's  riches 

t  J  ^  *  *  and  honour 

worbssipe  /  of  nayrhede  /  of  noblesse,  zno  moche  him  appear  to  her 

utterly  worthless, 

J)i?zng])  ]?et  hit  is  ase  pe  play  of  children  a-niidde  pe 
strete  /  hner  y-no^  hi  tranayleji  and  na3t  ne  vr^nnep. 

Him  hit  bino-b  bet  hit  is  al  wynd  /  and  metinge  /  and  ^^^  ^s  wind, 

*^      ^r    y  ./  /  .  dream,  and  lies. 

lye^ynge  /  ase  zay]»  salomo??.     And  po^mie  he  be-gin]>  Then  she  begins 

,  T    T 1  1         •  1     /  to  die  to  the 

an^t  to  sterne  to  pe  wordle  /  and  lib  be   me  god  /  ase  world  and  she 

,  1  A       1   T  •     1  •  n  i  becomes  poor 

zay])  zaynte  panl.     And  pd^nne  is  hi  zno  ponre  01  gost :  of  spirit. 

pet  hi  ne  \\ep  n^i.     Yor  god  hi???,  he])  zno  his  03ene 

gost  y-reaned  and  be-nomo.    and   ayen  y-neld   of  his 

o^ene  /  ase  he  dede  pe  apostles  at  lokes.     ])d,m\e  him 

jeip  pe  holy  gost  ane  zno  greate  herte  :  }>et  ne  pros-  fiJjt  for  The  wo^rid 

perite  /  ne  aduersete  of  pe  wordle  hi  ne  praze])    ane 

nhote.     Ane  zno  prreate  zikernesse  of  inwyt  :  bet  hardi-  ^"^  prefers 

°  .  death  to  life. 

liche  abit  ])ane  dyaf.  ane  zno  greate  hope  hef  ine  god  : 

])et  ])er  ne  is  na3t  /  pei  hi  ne  dorste  nime  aiihand   nor  she  is  ready  to 

pe  lone  of  god.  Yor  hi  hef  po  bylene  huer-of  god  spek])  "hing  forthr^"^" 

ine  pe  godspelle.  pei  is  ase  pei  zed  of  mostard  hnerby  hi  srgreL^ifher 

may  bote  to  be  stones  an  to  be  helles  /  and  hi  him  ^^t^l^V^.^^""- 

<J  i  11  This  belief  is  as 

borne]).  ])ei  zed  0  mostard  is  wel  snial  /  ac  hit  is  wel  *^®  ^^^"^  "^ 

-^   '  '  mustard-seed, 

Strang  /  and  wel  bitinde.   nor  liit  is  hot  ine  be  ner  be  spoken  of  in  the 

gospel. 

degre  /  ase  zigge])  ])ise  fisiciens.  be  hete  :  me  onderstant  / 
*  MS.  has  lone. 
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The  first  kind  of 
luve  iH  tu  love 
only  oneself. 
The  2uil  is  to 
begin  to  love  God. 
The  3rd  is  to 
know  (Jod  better 
and  to  love  Hiin 
for  his  goodness. 
The  Uh  is  to  be 
so  possessed  with 
love  as  to  love 
God  only. 
This  last  love 
hath  the  true 
meek  one. 
The  poor  of 
spirit  are  blessed 
in  this  world. 


Hope  makes  the 
meek  men  to  be 
kings  of  heaven. 

[Fol.  44.  b.] 
The  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  theirs 
by  behest  and 
heritage. 


The  full  posses- 
sion shall  take 
place  in  the  next 
world. 


Of  the  virtue 
of  love. 

Dread  makes  the 
heart  mild  (meek). 

Pity  maketh  it 

sweet  and 

merciful. 

It  is  an  antidote 

to  envy. 


It  bestrips  the 
root  of  envy  from 
the  heart. 

It  produces  the 
root  of  good  love> 

from  whence 
comes  a 
fair  tree. 


louc.  J?e  uerste  ntapo  of  loue  aze  zayj?  .saynt  lK3[i]nar(l 
is  /  liua/<ne  jje  man  ne  can  na3t  loiiie  :  bote  liim-zeluL*  / 
and  his  03en6  guod.  pc  oj^er  huamie  he  begin))  god  to 
louie.  ac  liit  is  uor  liis  o3ene  guod.  j^c  fridde  / 
hiia?2ne  he  knaii))  betere  god  /  and  him  loiief  propre- 
liche  uor  liis  guodncsse.  )pe  uerjjc.  hua?2ne  he  is  zuo 
ynome  of  ]jc  lioly  loue  /  fet  he  ne  louie  ne  him-zehie  / 
ne  god  : '  bote  uor  god.  jpaTzne  hyer  let  zofe  mildenesse 
fane  man.  Nou  mi3t  jjou  y-wyte  openliche  hou  Jje  poure 
of  gost  byej?  y-blissed  ine  ))ise  wordle.  Vor  hi  ham 
byej)  zuo  moche  ylo^ed  /  and  emti  /  ])et  hire  gost  is  al 
to  na^te  be-come.^  and  Ipe  holy  gost  \w.]>  Jjet  hous  ayen- 
yueld  f  et  is  Ihord  of  ]?e  herte.  and  uel])  zuo  moche  Jjet 
hi  uelj)  fe  mylde.  jjet  hi  his  make]?  king  of  heuene  / 
be  holy  hope  /  and  be  zikernesse  of  in\vyt.  And  Jjer- 
uore  zayj)  oure  Ihord  ]?et  fe  kingdom  of  heuene  is  hare  / 
na3t  wy]?-oute  more  be  beheste  :  ac  be  saysyne  zykere 
ase  fe  ilke  fet  begin]?  to  onderuonge  fet  frut  and  ])e 
rentes  hou  hi  ssolle  by  y-blissed  ine  fe  ojjre  wordle.  ]?et 
ne  may  non  parfitlyche  y-wyte  /  al-huet  he  is  f  er.  Vor 
herte  of  man  dyadlich  /  ne  may  hit  fenche  /  ne  mou]) 
deuisi. 

Of    )pE    U/KTUE    OF    LOUE. 

])e  uerste  yeff e  of  ]je  holy  gost  :  make]?  fe  herte 
milde  and  dreduol.  and  j^eruore  he]?  he  J)ane  name  /  ])e 
yefpe  of  drede.  pe  o]7er  make]?  J?e  herte  zuete  and  milde  / 
and  piteus.  and  ]?eruore  he  hatte  :  ]?e  yefj?  of  pite.  \)et 
is  propreliche  a  dyau  /  and  a  trmcle  a-ye  alle  kuead- 
nesse  /  and  nameliche  aye  J?et  uenim  of  zenne  of  enuie  / 
huerof  we  habbe]?  beuore  y-speke.  Yor  ]?is  yef])e  be- 
strep]?  ]?e  rote  of  enuie  of  fe  herte  /  and  hire  hel]? 
zikerliche.  ];a72ne  ]?e  herte  ]?et  onderuang]?  ]?ise  yef fe  / 
onderuang]?  ane  zuete  deau  /  ]?et  his  make]?  springe  /  ane 
zofte  rote  /  and  wel  y-tempred  /  ]?et  is  guod  loue.  Jeanne 
]?er  wext  a  trau  uair  and  he^  and  wel  berinde  frut.  ])et  is 
^  guod?  -  Jo-^ow<?  in  MS. 
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a  guod  mVtue  and  uayr  /  bet  me  clepeb  ine  latin  /  nia/i-    which  is  called 

"  Sweetness  of 

suetudo  /  ojjer  beningnitas.  ]?et  is  zuyetnesse  of  herte.  heart." 
jjet   make]?    man    zuete    and   milde  /  manhede  :    and 
charitable,  louiinde  /  and  louerede  /  uor  hi  dej?  man 
parfitliche  louie  his  nixte  ase  him-zelue.     pis  trau  help  This  tree  hath 
zeue  stapes  /  huerby  hit  clyf jj  an  he3.    ])e  ilke  zeiie  vvhich  we  ciimb 
stapes  ous  sseawe]?  saynte  j^aul  /  ]?er  he  ous  amonestejj  *^"  '''^^' 
and  bit  /  Jiet  we  do  oure  payne  /  pet  we  by  al  on  ine  god. 
j)et  is  jjet  we  habbe  one  herte  /  and  enne  gost  /  an  one  we  should  try  to 

,,-,  ,11  nil    he  all  one  in  heart 

loue  in  god,     pe  uerste  sceie  nueruore  we  ssolle  by  al  and  spirit. 

on.  and  ])e  he^e  /  and  fe  lo^e  /  and  ])e  riche  and  Jje 

poure  /  is  uor  ]jan  /  pet  we  alle  habbe]?  enne  uader  ine  Because,  ist,  we 

.  have  one  Father, 

neuene  /  ]jet  is  god  ])et  ous  made  alle  comunliche  to  his  that  is,  God, 

T  11-  1^  ,  ,    J.  n      who  made  us  all 

anlicnesse  an  to  his  ymage.     jperuore  Jja^^ne  pet  we  alle  in  ^is  own  iike- 

habbe]j    enne    ssej^pere   /  ])et   ous   made   alle    of   one  ^^®^" 

materie  /  and  he]?  yssape.   and  to  onelepi  ende.    pet  is 

pet  we  by  al  on  ine  him  /  ase  he  zayp  ine  his  spelle. 

Mochil  is  grat  scele  pet  we  to-gidere  louie.  uor  ech  best 

ase  zayp  salomouns  louep  his  aiiHche.     pe  oper  scele  is  secondly,  we  are 

T        ,       ^^  •    ,  •  •   I  1  I         J    all  Christians  in 

uor  we  byep  alle  cristene  me  one  cnstenecLome  /  and  ^^^  Christendom 
riche  and  poure.  pet  is  pet  we  byep  alle  y-wesse  of  one- 
lepi le^e.   bet  wes  mid  lesu  cristes  preciouse  blod.  and  and  are  aii  washed 

■^         -'        ■'^  ^  with  the  blood  of 

ybo3t  mid  onelepi  moneye.   and   asemoche  costnede  pe  Christ, 
on  :  ase  pe  oper.   Moche  ssel  pa7ine  pe  on  louie  pe  oper 

and  worssipie  /  pet  god  hep'  zuo  moche  yloued  and  y-  [iMS.he^j 

prayzed  /  and  ymad  of  suo  greate  dingnete.     pe  pridde  Thirdly,  we  au 

have  one  belief, 

scele  /  uor  pet  we  healdep  alle  one  beleaue  /  and  we  and  are  bound  by 

byep  alle  ybounde  mid  one  la^e  pet  is  al  uolueld  /  ase 

zaip  sainte  paul  ine  pise  worde.     '  Loue  pine  nixte  ase 

pi-zelue.'       Of  pise  dette  ne  is  non  quit  /  uor  ping  pet 

he  dep.  Jpise  dette  ssel  ech  to  opren.  and  huo  mest  his      [Foi.  45.  a.] 

yelt  :  mest  he  ssel.     pe  uerpe  scele  is.  uor  we  habbep  Fourthly,  we 

have  one  Lord  of 

ennelepi  Ihord  /  pet  is  god  of  huam  we  hyealdep   alle  whom  we  aii  hold 
and  body  /  and  zaule  /  and  al  pet  we  habbep.  alle  he  soui, 
hep  imad  communhche  /  alle  ybo3t  communliche  /  to 
alien  porueyp  communliche  /  and  alle  ssel  deme  com- 
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and  by  wlioni  we 
all  Hliall  bu  pun- 
ibhed  or  rewarded. 

Fifthly,  we  are 

all  t'ellow-fioldiors 

in  the  host  of  our 

Lord, 

and  all  look  for 

one  reward. 


Sixthly,  we  all 
live  by  one  spirit, 

and  are  all  God's 
children  by 
adoption. 


Seventhly,  we  are 
all  limbs  of  one 
body,  whereof 
Christ  is  the  head. 
We  all  live  on  the 
same  meat,  that 
is,  the  flesh  and 
blood  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


Seven  steps  of 
love  spring  out  of 
pity. 


The  boughs  of 

love. 

Of  this  stock  come 

seven  boughs, 

for  this  virtue  is 

seen  in  seven 

ways. 

1.  One  limb  for- 
bears and  bears 
the  defects  of  an- 
other. 

We  should  do  to 
others  as  we 
would  be  done  by. 


numliclie  /  and  alio  iiiedi  largtdiche  /  \>o  J)et  liabbejj  y- 
liytnildo  his  hestes  /  and  pos  ssolle  l>y  to-gidore  yloued 
trcweliche.  )?o  vifte  scele  is  /  uor  Jjet  we  byej)  alle 
uela^es  ine  |je  ost  of  oure  Ihorde.  and  his  kni^tes  /  and 
his  soudours  /  J)et  alle  we  abydejj  on-lepi  ssepe  /  Jjet '  is 
jje  bhsse  wi))-oute  ende  /  huer  f.i  loue  and  J»e  uela3rede 
ssel  by  uoldo  and  y-c9wferined  /  |)et  hier  ssel  by  wel  y- 
hote.  pa  zixte  scele  is  uor  jjot  we  HbbeJ?  alle  of  one 
goste  gostliche  /  ase  we  libbej)  of  on  eyr  bodylich.  Be 
Jja  goste  we  byef  alle  godes  children  be  adopcion  /  pat 
is  be  auouerie  /  and  children  of  holy  cherche  /  brojjer 
germayn  of  uader  and  of  inoder  /  be  ane  brojjerhede 
gostlich  /  J)et  asemoche  is  worj)  betere  :  panne  pa 
brojjerrede  ulesslich.  ase  pe  gost  is  more  wor)) :  panno 
]jet  bodi.  \)e  zeuende  scele  is  uor  |?et  we  byeJ?  alle 
lemes  of  one  bodye.  huerof  lesu  crist  is  ])et  heaued  / 
and  we  byef  pe  lemes.  fet  we  libbef  alle  of  onelepi  mete. 
))et  is  of  pe  holy  idess  and  of  pe  holy  blod  of  lesu  cr/st 
]?et  ous  zuo  moche  loue  J?  /  and  zuo  moche  halt  ous  wor]?  : 
Jjet  he  ous  yefj?  his  blod  to  drinke  /  and  his  uless  to 
etene.  Jjeruore  zuo  ofte  sainte  paul  dej)  ous  to  be-Jjenche 
])ise  loue  /  Jjet  he  ous  ssewef.  Vor  more  qiiic  scele  / 
ne  more  uayrer  uorbisne  he  ous  ne  may  sseawy  of  zo])e 
louerede.  Yef  f»ou  wilt  wel  Jjenche  to  ]jise  zeue  sceles. 
])0U  sselt  vinde.  zeue  stapes  of  loue  /  fet  come])  of  pe 
jeipe  of  pito. 

pE    BO3ES    OF    LOUEREDE. 

Of  fise  stocke  wexef  zeue  bo^es.  Vor  fise  mrtue 
him  ssewe]?  ine  zeue  maneres.  ase  me  knau]?  fane  loue 
fet  is  be-tuene  pe  lemes  of  pe  bodye  ine  zeue  manyeres. 
Yerst  pe  on  leme  uorber]?  /and  lokef  an  ofer  /  ])et  me 
na^t  hiwi  misdo  /  ne  angr^si  /  ne  harmi  /  be  his  mi^te. 
and  ine  fise  we  onderstonde]?  ^  pe  i^^nocewce  fet  we 
ssolle  loki  pe  on  a-3^e  pe  ofre.  Yor  f is  heste  is  y-write 
ine  pe  herte  of  eurichen.  Jjet  ]70u  ne  do  to  ofren  :  fet  / 
]?et  pou  noldest  Jjet  he  pe  ne  dede.  ne  fin  ri^t  hand 
1  MS.  beb  2  ordersfondei>  MS. 
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dede  to  bine  left  hand.     Efterward  be  on  leme  boleb  2.  One  limb  does 

■*                                                                          lit  not  wreak  its 

zuetliche  *  /  of  jje  ojjre  ]?et  he  \\wi  de]?  of  angn'ce  /  and  spite  on  another, 

na^t  him  ne  aw[r]ec3j?.    ne  non  arizinge   of  wrejje  ne 

uelj?  jje  leme  jje  on  aye  ]je  oj^er  /  ne  ne  of-hyealdejj.   Ine 

jjisen  we  onderstonde]?  to  uoluelle  mildenesse  Jiet  he]) 

jji'i  stapes.  ])q  uerste  is  ]?et  man  him  ne  awreke  na3t.  ])<d 

ojjer  jjet  me  ne  hyealde  na^t  ire  longe.  ])q  jjridde  /  fet  3.  The  limbs 

T                        .    .               c    '         I               p   1      J                  1  •  obey  their  head 

man  ne  uele  none  anzmge  01  ire  /  ne  01  hate  aye  his  (i.  e.,  the  heart 

nixte   uor    na^t   jjet   he    dej?.       Efterward   fe    lemes  '^"*^    leeye). 
bou3e])  alle  to  hare  ouerling.     Vor  hi  do]?  alle  mid  hare 

mi3te  fet  ])e  herte  acse]?  /  and  j^et  e3e  ham  tekj?.     Ine  g  ^.j^.^  ^^  under- 

ban  we  onderstondeb  be  u^'/'tue  of  boasamnesse  Imerof  ^^^^^  ^}^^  ^*^*"^ 

*                                              *     ^                                     ^  of  obedience. 

we  habbe]?  beuore  y-speke  /  ]?et  he  ssel  bi  ine  loue  [Foi.  45.  b. 

agray|)ed  /  and  ine    charite  /  ase   zai])    zaynte  peter. 

Efterward  \q,  on  leme  help  J?  and  serue])  ]je  ojjren  wy]?-  4.  One  iimb  helps 

.       .             ,          ^  and  serves  an- 

oute  grochi?ige  and  wy|)-oute  wyjjziggmge  /  and  wy))-  other  wuiingiy 

oute  auarice.     Ine  jjisen  we  onderstowde])  J?e  m/*tue  Jjet  j"  tiSs'^wrsee  the 

me  clepej)  charite.     ))a7zne  a  man  hua??ne  he  help  J)  and  virtue  of  chanty, 

him  a-cordej?  blej^ehche  J?e  o]?re  mid  jje  helpe  ]7et  god  whereby  one  man 

,  helps  his  fellow 

mm  he]?  y-yeiie.  o])er  mm  ret  /  o])er  tek]?  /  01  his  wytte  christians  by  his 

Jjet  he  he]).     0])er  yeff  and  to-del])  largeliche  uor  god  his  riches,  or  his 

fe  guodes  J)et  he  he]).  0])er  he  chaste])  and  di3t  ])e  foles  authority. 

be  J)e  autorite  fet  he  he]).     Ac  ])araie  zay])  me  ])et  he  is 

uol  of  charite.     And  ])ous  hit  hat  zaynte  peter  /  ])et  ])e 

guodnesse  ])et  god  ous  he])  y-lend  ])et  we  hise  di3te  to 

oure  nixte.     jja^ine   tulles  ])e  filozofe  zay]).    *  we  ssolle  The  philosopher 

..                          ,,            ,              Jii-j-  Tully  saith  we 

)}enche  ])et  al  ])et  is  me  ])e  wordie  and  wext :  al  hit  is  should  aii  seek 

,                ,11                   1                             J.111               I  1  the  "  common 

ymad  man  to  helpe.  an  ])e  man  uoi*  to  helpe  pe  on  /  fe  profit," 

ofren.  bye])  beyete.'  'do  we  \miw&'  zay])  he  /  '  ])et  :  huer- 

uore  we  bye])  ybore  /  and  fet  kende  ous  tek]).    and  as  Nature  teach- 

ct'll  US* 

zeche  we  alle  fet  commun  p^'ofit.'     Vor  ase  zay])  zaynte 

paul.  '  we  byel)  alle  lemes  of  onelepi  bodye.'  Efterward  /  s.  ah  the  iimbs 

-"  feel  what  is  done 

alle  ])e  lemes  uele  J)  /  and  dra3e])  to  ham  ])et  me  def  to  to  one  of  them,  be 

echen  /  by  hit  guod  /  by  hit  kuead.  by  hit  blisse  /  by 

hit  zor3e.  huawne  me  smit  fane  not  :  ])e  mou])  zayf  / 

))0U  me  blechest.     Be  ])an  we  onderstondeb  be  uzVtue  By  this  we  under- 

'                                                                       ■  ^     ^  btand  the  virtiie 

10    * 
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of  pity,  thut  hath  of  zubu  pile  /  jjut   wc  ssullu   liubbo  CO mmMiiVnAia  /  ))et 

two  olfleeH, 

ho])  tuaye  offices  /  aso  zay]?  zante  paul.  Blisuol  sselt 
the  one  to  be  glad  jj^^^  ]^^  j  ^^^  p^,  guodes  ]?et  ofre  habl)e])  /  and  do)j. 
ity, amito bo Hor-  Zorjuol  sselt  borul  Lv  /  to  be  kuedes  bet  obre  ueleb  and 

rowtul  for  others'  -^  r    I    A      J    I  r  r  r  / 

woe.  do)).  Efte/'ward  /  yef  J)e  on  leme  is  zik  /  o])er  y-wonded : 

6.  If  one  limb  ia.,  -1.1,  i-iiiix*- 

Bick  the  others       alle  ))e  oJ)re  him  helpej)  to  pet  he  by  held.    Ine  pise  we 
r^./'         A      onderstofnldeb  be  uirtue  of  dom  /  and  of  amendement. 

In  this  we  under-  L    J      r  r  / 

stand  the  virtue     wib-oute  huam   /  bet  body  of  holy  cherche  ne    may 

of  doom  and  ^  I     r  J  J 

amendment,  ylestc.  Vor  J)e  Icnie  uorroted  ssolde  ssende  fe  hole. 
Huo  })et  wile  ])a7zne  conne  hou  he  ssel  his  bro])er  chasti. 

and  we  learn  how  his  nixte  /  olpGv  his  sc/'iont  wyfnime  /  and  punissi  :  nime 

recT^anrpuni^sh    ^^de  to  hi/Ti-zelue  /  huawne  on  leme  is  zik  /  ofer  y-wonded. 

the  faults  of  one    ]^q^  moche  zoi^e  hejj  fe  herte  and   grat  compassion 

y-uelf.  and  be  fe  greate  loue  fet  he  he]?  ine  him  /  he 

him  dej)  fe  hand  wel  zueteliche.  And  aze  zayj)  senekes  / 

ase  of  ])e  bodye  /  alsuo  of  fe  herte  me  ssel  zueteliche  fe 

Faults  should  be  -^yondeii  agraybi.  Vor  of  zobe  loue  /  and  of  srat  corn- 
corrected  by  o    J  r  r  I  o 

love  and  com-       passiou  ssolle  hQ  ameudes  by  y-do.  and    mid   greate 

passion. 

First,  we  should    diede  he  ssel  ])e  honden  do  ])erto.      Verst  he  ssel  ferto 

apply  the  plasters  .  /         j   t.         i      j.  p  i. 

of  sweet  admo-  oo  ])Q  smeringes  /  and  pe  piastres  oi  zuete  warmngges. 
afterwards  the  Efterward  yef  fet  ne  is  na3t  worj)  :  J)e  poudres  efter- 
rebulT  ^  ^  ^^^^  ward  and  prekiinde  /  of  harde  wj'-fniminge.  Efterward 
teachin  ^^  ^^^*^^  ^^  f®  dedes  of  techinge.  and  yef  he  ne  de])  wyJ)-oute 
Then,  if  these  fail,  emparement  :  ]?a7^ne  behoue])  come  ]7et  zuord  hit  uor  to 

must  come  the  ii/ti  •  1       ■,        ^       ^     ±-  j-i» 

sword  of  excom-  dele  /  ojjer  be  manzmge  /  ojjer  be  notmge  out  oi  con- 
munication.  traye.  o])er  hi??*  do  uram  hi77^-zelue.  Efterward  fe  lemes 

7.  The  limbs  hon-  worssipcj)  \)Q  on  /  be  olier.  and  uorberel).  uor  ase  zayj) 

our  one  another,  j    j  1    j         j  r  «^  / 

and  have  a  kindly  zay[n]te  paul.  we  ssolle  here  ech  ofren  worfssipe  /  and 

[Foi.  46.  a.]       reuerence.  and  nameliche  fo  /  f)et  habef  mest  nyede  :  of 

feeling  for  each      uorberinge.   bo  bye])  J)e  meste  foles  /  and  J)e  fyebleste. 

other. 

The  good  man  zuiche  me  ssel  mest  uorbere.  )pa?zne  fe  guode  man  and 
with  fools,  fe  wyse  here])  /  and  uorbere])  alneway  fe  foles  /  and  ])e 

as  the  bones  bear   fiebles  /  ase  ])e  buones  berej)  be  tendre  uless.  and  be  posftl 

the  tender  flesh.  '  -^      .      .  ^  '     ^  r     x-      l  j 

fet    hous.       )?is  is  aye  ])e  missiggeres  fet  zuo  moche 
gredej)  ble])eliche  ])e  kueades  /  and  ])e  defautes  fet  hi 

8.  The  limbs  pro-  zyeb  ine  oI)ren.     Efterward  be  on  leme  wereb  bet  o])er 

tect  each  other.  •J    t  r  r  r    X  x 
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ate  nyede  /  and  him  zet  uor  him.  uor  ate  niede  me 

y-zi^j?  huo  is  urend.     Hua^ine  Jie  on  not  slyt :  Jie  ojjer  when  the  one  foot 

,.,,  11  1  1  •  j^i  1       ^^^P^  ^^^  other 

him  help)).  An  haste  hua?2ne  me  wyle  smite  Ipet  heaued  :  helps  it. 

])e  hand  hire  dej?  be-uore.    Ine  jjisen  we  onderstondej?  /  in  this  we  under- 

.  ,.,.      stand  pure  love 

uoluelde  /  and  clene  louerede.    jpemore  zayjj  god  m  his  and  friendsiiip. 

spelle.   '  ])et  more  louerede  ne  may  by  :  ])a?zne  zette  his 

zaule  uor  his  urend.'     )?ise  urendrede  ous  ssewede  lesu  This  friendship 

Christ  showed  for 

crist  Jje  zolpe   urend  jjet  uor  ous  layde  his  zaule  and  his  us. 
body  to  ])e  dya])e.   and  pet  dede  he  ous  uor  to  yeueiie 
uorbysne.  ase  zayj?  zaynte  peter  /  and  sain  Ion  zay]?.  wherefore  we 

ought  to  be  will- 

yef  god  layde  his  zaule  uor  ous :  and  we  ssolle  legge  ing  to  give  our 

■  ,  .  •     ,  o  souls  for  our 

oure  zaules  uor  oure  brojjren  /  Jjet  is  uor  oure  nixte.  yet  brethren. 

we  bye])  a  ri^t  leme  of  ])e  bodie  /  huerof  is  j?et  heaued. 

Huo  fet  ))ise  uirtue  hedde  /  ich  wolde  zigge  openliche 

])e[t]  he  ssolde  by  Jje  ri3te  yblissed.    ])is  is  ]je  mVtue  Jjet  This  virtue  Christ 

oure  guode  maister  lesu  crist  ous  to3te  /  Jjo  he  zede.  said— 

*  Yblissed  byeb  be  milde  :  uor  hy  ssolle  by  in  sayzine  of  "Blessed be  the 

mild,  for  they 

jje  erjje.'  jpet  is  to  onderstonde  ine  ])ri  niane/'es.  Yerst  /  shaii  possess  the 
of  J)e   londe  of  j^e  hbbinde  Jjet   is   god   zelf  /  jjet    is  i.  They  shall  have 
woniynge  of  pe  libinde  /  jjet  is  of  jje  hal^en  /  and  of    ^    "^^^  ' 
guode  men.     Ase  pe  erfe  is  woniynge  of  bestes  and  of 
men.  And  ])eruor  pet  god  jjet  is  pe  land  of  pe  libbinde :  who  is  the  land 

,,-,.  ,,.         ,.,.  .  ,.  ,  of  the  living.' 

he  hep  his  y-blissed  m  his  saysme.  uor  hi  ne  make]) 
none  stre[n]g])e  pet  queme])  god  ine  hire  sayzyne  /  ase  zayjj 
pe  sauter.     ])e  milde  zajp  /  he  ssel  habbe  J)et  land  ine  None  shall  have 

•,  T  1  .  .  .  ,     /   ,     ,  1    this  possession 

Kende.  and  saynt  augz^6^tin  zuo  zayj)  /  Jjet  no?z  ne  ssel  unless  they  are 
habbe  god  ine  possession.      Yor  hi  hjep    ri3tuolhche  h^arts?^ '^""^ 
Ihordes    of    hire    herten.     ac    ire   /   and   felonie    his 
amaystre]?.  ])e  milde  amaistrej?  pe  queade  feawes.   And  The  meek  man 
betere  is  wor])  /  fet  zayj)  Salomons  /  huo  pet  ouercomf  habit^^  ^^' 
wel  his  herte  :  p&niie  pe  ilke  f  et  uim]?  be  stre[n]gJ3e  / 
casteles  and  cites.     Efte?  ward  /  pe  milde  bye])  Ihordes  2.  The  meek  are 

r.,  t/i-p  Ti  T  TT  lords  of  earthly 

ol  pe  erfe  /  pet  is  ot  erfliche  guodes.     Yor  yef  hi  hise  goods. 
Ijezep  :  hi  ne  wrejjef  ham  na^t  /  ne  ne  trouble]?.  Ac  bo  They  grieve  not 

1  •    1  •         1  at  the  loss  of 

pet  ham  wTepep  hua/zne  hi  hise  Ijezep  /  hi  ne  ne  hjep  them, 

na3t  Ihordes  :  ac  TSipve  ])relles.  and  jjeruore  he  zayf  /  hit  »"*!  ^»'e  not  slaves 
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to  worlilly  pos- 
i^essiuas. 


The  poor  shall 
have  heaven, 
and  the  meek  the 
land  where  the 
"  bitter  and  fell  " 
shall  be  unknown. 

[Fol.  46.  b.] 

The  first  step  of 

Righteousness. 

The  1st  gift  of  the 

Holy  Ghost 

maketh  man 

meek, 

the  2nd  piteous, 

and  the  3rd  full  of 

wit. 


This  last  gift  cast- 
eth  out  the  root 
of  ire, 

that  diiveth  a 
man  out  of  his 
wits. 

This  gift  enlight- 
ens the  heart,  so 
that  it  is  not  be- 
guiled. 


The  good  men 
have  "  seven 
sights." 

For  they  see  into 
their  hearts  and 
all  about  them. 


This  gift  is  the 
master  of  works. 


It  is  the  line,  rule, 
lead,  and  level. 


It  makes  the  line 


is  ri3t  /  ))et  \>o  Jjot  habbejj  hier  pe  timliche  guodes  and 
gostliche  /  and  ham-zelue  ine  possessioun.  J?et  hi  habbe 
ine  fe  ende  :  \>et  land  of  J)e  libbinde  /  Jjet  is  god  him- 
zelf  ine  jjossessioiin.  Ac  nou  onderstand  and  loke  / 
))et  /  Jjet  god  yefjj  to  ))6  poure  fe  heuene.  and  to  J)e 
milde  :  ))et  land  /  huer  ssolle  by  pe  bitere  and  fe  felle 
wy])oute  /  ine  f  e  zoqe  of  belle. 

\)E    UERSTE    STAPE    OF    RI3TUOLNESSE. 

j)e  uerste  yefj)e  of  ))e  holy  gost  /  makejj  man  milde  / 
and  dreduol.  j)e  o]?er  him  make])  zuete  /  and  pitous. 
])ii  jjridde  him  make]?  bri^te  to  zyenne  /  and  uol  of 
wytte.  and  ]?eruore  hit  hatte  :  fe  yefjje  of  wytte. 
Yor  he  make))  man  wytuol  /  and  ^vys.  and  ame- 
sure])  alle  fing.  ])es  yefj)e  hua^ine  he  com]?  in-to  ]?e 
herte :  bestrepj?  and  kest  out  ]?e  rote  and  ]?e  zenne  of 
ire  /  and  of  felonye  /  fet  trouble]?  ]?e  herte  /  and  make]? 
]?ane  man  al  oute  of  wytte.  zuo  ]?et  he  no  fing  ne  yzi^]?. 
ne  uor  him  /  ne  uor  o]?ren  to  lede.  Ac  ]?es  yef|?e  aH3t 
J?e  herte  of  ech  half  /  zuo  fet  hi  ne  may  by  y-gyled  of 
nonen.  Ase  ]?e  yef]?e  of  pite  h.i7n  make]?  innocent  :  zuo 
]?et  he  nele  gyly  nenne.  j?a?zne  saint  Ion  zayf  ine  ])e 
boc  of  zi3]?e  ine  goste.  pet  ]?e  holy  man  ]?et  wes  uol  of 
]?ise  goste  /  wes  uol  of  e^en  be-uore  and  be-hinde.  And 
an  angel  ssewede  to  zacarien  ]?e  profete  ane  ston  huer- 
ine  werin  zeue  e^en.  ]?et  bye]?  ]?e  zeue  zi3]?es  ])et  ]?e  guode 
men  habbe]?.  Yor  hi  zyej?  bri^thche  /  and  ine  hare 
herten  /  and  al  abo[u]te  ham.  f  et  is  to  zigge.  be-ne))e  / 
and  aboue  /  be-uore  /  and  behinde  /  and  of  ri^t  half  /  an 
of  left  half.  j)es  yef]?e  is  ]?e  maister  of  workes.  ]?et  is  to 
zigge  /  of  ]?e  U'^^rtues  of  man.  uor  he  de]?  al  to  wylle.  and 
to  ]?e  line  /  and  to  ]?e  reule  /  and  to  fe  leade  /  and  to 
J)e  leuele.  He  nim]?  uerst  his  p?-zcke.  and  his  boune  and 
]?et  is  ]?et  ]?e  wyse  zay]?.  '  Of  al  ]?et  ]?ou  sselt  beginne  : 
loke  ]?ane  ende.  and  to  huet  heauede  ]?ou  sselt  come.' 
Efterward  /  he  halt  his  line,  uor  he  ne  he]?  beuore  be 
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ri^te  way  /  and  be  ri^te  onderstondi/zge.  na3t  ase  J)e  of  conduct  to  be 

eddre  /  ojjer  ase  Jje  uox.   Efterward.  lie  de])  al  be  reule  / 

])et  make]?  ]?ane  wal  emne  /  and  man  be  Ipe  cowiniune 

lyue  of  fe  guode  /  wy]?-oute  vinde  newe  bedes.     Efter- 

ward  be  p?'c»ueb  ofte  bis  work  mid  lead,  iior  be  nimb  i*  ^^^kes  the  ufe 

_  of  the  good  even 

bede  Jjet  bis  tour  /  ne  bongi  /  ne  stoupi  /  ne  ari3[t]balf  and  uniform, 

•    /  1P1TP1  1  -/I  n        •      ^^  makes  him  firm 

be  prosperite  :  ne  aleitnaii :  be  aduersite.     pes  yetpe  is  and  upright 
p?^^our  ine  fe  cloystre  of  ]je  zaule.   Ipet  lokej?  Jie  ordre  /  and  adversity!"  ^ 
and  deb  lii  loki  oiieral.     Verst  ine  be  berte  Fbetl  beb  tuo  '^^}^  f  ^*)^  *^® 

-»  X  L/      J        J  prior  m  the 

zides.  ])e  onderstondinge.  and  f  et  wyb  J)e  skele  /  and  cloister  of  the 
be  affeccioun.     HuaTzne  bise  tuo  zideii  /  acordej) :  bi  The  heart  hath 

two  sides : 

make])  wel  zuete  nielodie  /  and  mocbe  uayr  seruice.  pet  i.  The  under- 

I'iTP   standing  and  will. 

IS  buaTzne  wyl  wyle  /  ai  j^et  onderstondmge  tek  j?  oi  2.  The  reason  and 
guode.  and  guod  wil  uelj?  :  J)et  scele  onderstant.  nou  wiien  these  *ac- 
onderstand  wel  jjise  tuo  ziden  /  fet  bye]?  ine  ])e  zaule  /  swett  meiody!^^^^ 
bou  by  ssoUe  acordi.   Ine  Ipe  one  zyde  byeb  uour  lokes  /  i"  each  side:are 

four  locks. 

and  ine  pe  oJ?re  :  uour.     Vor  |)e  skele  help  uour  offices.  Reason  hath  four 

offices  : 

fet  is  uor  to  acsy.      V  or  to  deme.     Vor  to  be]jencbe.   1.  To  question. 
And  to  ssewy  ]?et  bi  onderstant  be  worde.   And  Ipe  ilke  3]  to  bethikk, 
jeflpe  teklp  fane  scele  /  Ipet  bi  ssel  lyerni  /  and  acsy.  thougSywords. 
and  ine  buycbe  ordre  /  and  ine  buicbe  nianere  /  and  to  7^"f  ^A^  (doom) 

•^  '  '  teaeheth  reason 

buet  ende.     And  bet  is  wel  nixd  iiied.     Vor  to  misdo  ^^^^  *»  ^e^™  ^^^ 

J^  ^  to  ask, 

ine  zuicbe  ]7inges  /  is  wel  perilous.   He  delp  J?aiie  sck[e]le 
onderstonde  /  and  to  lyerni  Ipet  I  Ipet  is  nieduol  and  an<i  what  is  need- 

'  'J  r       I  r  ful,  profitable,  and 

profitable  /  and  oneste.  and  bire  wy])dra3j)  of  fie  con-  honest. 
trarie.     A.  god  bou  me  lyest  pane  time  and  costiii[n]gge       ^^^^-  ^'^-  ^-^ 
uor  to  lyerni  ])ing  ]jet  na3t  ne  is  wor])  bote  to  ydele 
bbsse  /  ober  to   zeTine  Ac  be  boly  gost  be  bise  yefbe  ^y  t^^^  gift  the 

'       '^  r  J     b  r  J      r      Holy  Ghost  teach- 

tekl)  liatlicbe.  and  makeb  man  lyerni  ordenebcbe  /  bet  ^th  man  what  is 

^       -^  X  ./  I    r         most  needful  for 

is  mest   nyed  to  ])e  zaule    to  Ipe  loue  of  god.  and  al  the  soui  to  leam, 

make])  to  done  ine  ri3te  onderstondinge  /  and  to  ri3te 

ende  /  l)et  is  be  worssipe  of  god.  and  uor  be  profit  of  ^^^  V^^  honour  of 

bis  zaule,  and  uor  to  belpe  bis  nixte.     Efterward  be  p^'o^*- 

dej)  ])ane  skele  wel  to  zecbe  fet   zolpe  of  finges.  and 

nameHcbe  bou  bi  ssel  beleue.     Wel  beleue  is  hua?zne  ^^  teaches  the 

soul  right  belief, 

me  belef }?  simplelicbe  al  fet  god  made.  zay]).  and  bat  /  that  is,  to  believe 


ir)2 
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without  doubt 
whutcver  tlixl  lias 
made,  oaid,  ur 
cuuuaunded. 

True  belief  is  not 
hasty  or  slow. 
It  examines  and 
desires  right  judg- 
ment. 

It  does  not  meddle 
with  matters  that 
do  not  belong  to  it. 


This  gift  enables 
reason  to  distin- 
guish between 
good  and  evil, 

between  little 
goods  and  the 
greater. 


It  causes  man  to 
remember  all 
needful  things 
past. 

To  understand 
things  present,  to 
see  the  things 
to  come. 

It  makes  man  to 
speak  or  to  be 
silent  in  season ; 


so  that  each  word 
is  of  its  right 
weight,  neither 
too  much  nor  too 
little. 


Throw  not  pearls 
before  swine. 


wyJ)-oute  to  moche  acsi  /  and  Av^'f-oute  to  zeche  Jje  rod 
of  god  /  and  fo  dyepnesse  of  his  domes  /  and  fe 
liepesse  of  Ids  mageste  /  and  jje  skele  of  his  ojjes.  Wei 
heltiue  is  /  huawne  me  ne  lefj)  ne  to  rafe.  ne  to  late,  ne 
to  alle  /  ne  to  nonen.  uor  fe  on  and  ]je  ofer :  zuo  is 
nice  /  ase  zayjj  seneke.  Efte?'ward  wel  acsi :  wile  wel 
deme.  Wel  to  deme  be-longej?  fet  me  na3t  ne  anfermi : 
bote  me  hit  habbe  wel  of-acsed.  and  ]?awne  bote-yef  me 
by  ziker  :  Jjet  me  ne  entremetti  to  deme  fing  pet  na^t 
to  him  ne  belonge])  /  ase  bye]?  pe  finges  anhyalde.  j)Q 
ondersto?^idinges  of  herten  /  of  Jjinges  J?et  ne  mo^e  torni 
to  }»e  ri3thalf  /  and  to  pe  lefthalf  /  pet  me  his  onder- 
stoTzde  ari3t  ine  pe  guode  half.  Jpa/zne  pes  gost  /  be  pise 
yefpe  /  makep  pane  scele  wel  to  deme  /  and  knawe 
ari^t.  and  to  destincti  be-tuene  pe  guode  pinges  and  pe 
kueade.  be-tuene  pe  greate  kueades  and  pe  lesse.  be- 
tuene  pe  little  guodes  /  and  pe  more.  Vor  he  dep  ech 
ping  praysy  /  ase  hit  is  be  ri3te  worp.  Efterward  he 
dep  pane  scele  bepenche.  uor  he  be-pengp  to  pe  ma?zne  / 
al  pet  him  is  nyed  /  ase  god  zayp  ine  his  spelle.  \)e 
pinges  pet  byep  y-pased  /  he  hise  dep  bepenche.  j)G 
pinges  pet  byep  present  /  he  dep  his  onderstonde  /  and 
to  y-zy.  pe' pinges  pet  byep  to  comene  :  he  dep  poruay  / 
and  ordayny.  and  pise  byep  pe  pri  deles  of  pe  u/^-tue  of 
prudence  be  pe  filosofe.  Efter-ward  he  makep  pane 
scele  be  mesure  speke  /  and  blepeliche  by  stille.  and 
speke  onnepe.  zuo  pet  pe  speche  come  rapre  te  pe  uile  : 
pa?aie  to  pe  tonge.  pet  hi  by  y-we3e  ase  guode  moneye 
and  y-proued.  ase  zayp.  Salomon,  pet  is  pet  hi  by  of 
guode  matire  /  ase  of  guod  metal,  and  of  guode  sseppe  / 
pet  is  of  guode  manere  y-speke.  and  lii  habbe  his  ri3te 
wy3te  /  and  his  ri3te  tale,  pet  is  pet  per  ne  by  ne  to 
moche  /  ne  to  lite  /  and  pet  hi  by  wel  bezet.  uor  guod 
moneye  /  ne  guod  word  /  me  ne  ssel  na3t  y[e]ue  uor 
na3t.  Huerof  zayp  ous  god  ine  his  spelle.  pet  we  ne 
prauwe  na3t  oure  pre-ciouse  stones  to-uore  pe  zuyn.  pes 
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yefjje  acorde])  /  and  ordeynejj  /  J?e  ofer  half  of  \>g  herte.    This  gift  governs 
beft]  is  be  wyl  /  huerof  ber  bye]?  iioiir  deles.    Loue.   Tiiewiiihath 

four  faculties, 

Drede.  Blisse.  and  zor^e.   jjet  is  /   Jjet  ne  nabbe  ]?et  he  love,  dread,  biiss, 

,,,,,/,  ,  ,      and  sorrow. 

ssel   /    and  ase  he  ssei  /  and  asemoche  ase  me  ssel.   when  these  four 

T,.  1  itj.  1/1  1    ai'e  held  in  sub- 

and  J)et  me  yleiie  alsuo  pet  me  ssei  /  and  ase  me  ssei  jgction,  then  they 
and    ase    moche  \  ase    me    ssel.       Hiia?ine    ])ise    uour  are  "tempered, 
deles  bye])  atamed   /  Jjanne  zay]?  me  fet  ])e   man   is 
attempre.  Ase  me  zay]?  of  one  rote  /  o])er  of  one  herbe  / 
fet  hi  is  attempre  /  hua?2ne  hi  is  ne  to  chald  /  ne  to 
hot  /  ne  to  wet.  Alsuo  ase  to  f  e  bodye  of  man  /  come])       [Foi.  47.  b.] 
alle  eueles  uor  ])g  destempringe  of  jjise  uour  q^^ahtes  /  As  aii  bodily  evils 
o])er  of  Jjise  uour  humours  :  alzuo   of  fe  herte  of  ])e  "  distempering " 
ma?^ne  come]?  alle  fe  uices  /  and  alle  fe  zennes  be  ]?e  humours'^ 
diste??2pe7'ance  of  bise  beawes.     Hua??ne  bise  tuo  ziden  f  aii vices  sprmg, 

r  J  J  J  from  the    distem- 

of  fe  herte  bye]?   acorded  and  y-ordayned.  ])et  is  ])e  perance "  of  these 

scele  and  ])et  wyl.  ]7a?zne  is  ]?e  man  ordine  wy])-inne 

him-zelue.    j)Gt  bye])  Ipe  tuo  roten  of  ])e  rote  of  ane  wel  The  roots  of  the 

tree  of  "  right- 

uayre  trawe.  fet  is  of  ane  wel  uayre  ui^^tue  ])et  me  fulness  "are  a 

w6ll~or(iGr6(i  ygb," 

clepe])  ri3tuolnesse.     Ei3tuolnesse  is  propreliche  /  ])et  son  and  a  subdued 

me  de])  be  dome  ri^tuol  and  trewe  /  ne  to  nesssse  /  ne  to  ^^^  * 

hard  /  wyf-oute  bou^inge  to  fe   one  half  /  ne   to  fe  Rightfulness  is 

TT  1  »i-Ti/T.  *^""^  ^^^  uniform 

opren.  HuaTzne  me  gep  uorp  onlepiliche  /  and  a-ri^t  ase  conduct. 

hne.     Vor  ri3tuolnesse  ne  is  o])er  fing  bote  oninge  /  it  is  nothing  else 

,  .  .  than  union  and 

fet  is  trew])e.     Huo  ])et  help  ])ise  m?^tue  :  he  is  guod  truth. 

,.  1  T  1,  ,.         iiT'iT  iHe  who  hath  this 

lustise  and  wys.  uor  he  ne  de])  no])ing  bote  hit  by  wel  virtue  is  a  good 
ofacsed  and  y-trid  /  ase  ssel  do  Ipe  guode  demere.  a"^wisej"<^ge. 
paiiTiQ   ])e   uerste  stape    of    ])ise   u/rtue  is    /    pet     ])e  The  first  step  of 

^  ,     ^  rt  1  .  1  T  t^^s  virtue  is  that 

man  by  guod  demere  01  his  o^ene  herte.  uor  he  ssel  a  man  be  a  good 
guo  in-to  hi7?2-zelue  /  and  ysy  his  inwyt  and  wel  ex-  h"ea?t.^ 
amini  his  Ipo^tes  /  and  his  wylles  })et  hi  bi  guode  :  o])er 
kueade.  and  al  ordayny  to  ])e  lokinge  of  scele  /  zuo  ])et 
J)e  wyl  and  pe  scele  :  by  of  one  onynge.     Vor  ase  zay])  virtue,  saith  st 
sain  bernard.   'u^>tue  ne  is  non  o])er  fing  :    bote  pe  un™rofrea"on 
onynge  of  scele  /and  of  wille,'  J)et  is  hua??ne  wyl  com])  ^"'^^^'^^^^^ 
wy])-oute  wy])ziggi?^ge.  speke  /  and  maky  /  and  do  to  that  is,  when  the 
worke  fet  scele  zay])  /  and  ssewe])  /  and  tek j).  ^^  ^^^^^  reason. 
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The  second  step 
of  rightfulness. 
The  Kcconil  step 
U  tu  huld  the 
body  in  proper 
Bubjection. 


Reason  sliould  be 
the  arbitress  be- 
tween tlie  spirit 
and  the  tlesh. 

So  that  the  spirit 
be  lord  of  the 
body. 

For  there  is  great 
need  that  moder- 
ation should  be 
observed  in  meat, 
drink,  and 
clothing. 

[ij^eP] 
The  five  wits  of 
the  body  should  be 
under  the  author- 
ity of  reason. 


When  these  five 
wits  are  well 
guarded,  then  is 
the  castle  secure, 
for  they  are  the 
gates  an  d  windows 
of  the  soul. 

The  third  step  of 
rightfulness. 

[Fol.  48,  a.] 

The  third  step  of 
this  virtue  is  that 
man  judges  be- 
tween himself 
and  the  things 
before  him, 
that  is,  betv.-een 
himself  and  tem- 
poral possessions. 
The  covetous  are 
ensnared  in  the 
devil's  nets. 


})E    o))Ell    HTAPE    OF    HI3[t]U0LNEBSE. 

Of  ))ise  u//*tue  fo  ofer  stape  is.  \>et  me  by  ri^tuol  dem- 
ere  /  and  healde  ri3tiiolliche  /  fe  line  of  ri^te.  betuene 
him  :  and  jjet  is  onder  lii?/i.  pet  is  his  bodi  pet  he  hep 
to  loki.  hiiich  he  ssel  zuo  norissi :  pet  he  mo^e  serui  / 
and  zuo  teche  /  and  chasti :  pet  he  wyle  bou3e.  Vor 
pe  scele  ssel  by  ase  a  trewe  arbytres  be-tuene  pe  goste 
and  pe  ulesse  pet  byep  alneway  st?7'uinde.  pet  ssel  loki 
pet  ri3t  /  of  one  half :  and  of  opre.  Ine  zuiche  mane?'3 
pet  pe  gost  by  guod  Ihord  /  and  pet  body :  by  guod 
sergont.  Nou  is  hit  g?'at  nyed  to  hyealde  in  pise  half 
oueral  ri3tuolnesse  /  and  mesure  /  ine  mete  /  and  ine 
drinke  /  and  ine  clopinge  /  and  ine  hosiynge  /  and  ine 
ssoinge.  and  ine  alle  pe  pinges  pet  /  pet  bodi  acsep. 
Yor  hit  wel  ofte  bou3p  more  to  /  to  ^  moche  :  pawne  to 
pe  litle.  Eftfirward  hit  behouep  pe  vif  wyttes  of  pe 
bodie  wel  lede  /  and  rede,  be  scele  /  and  be  rit3iiol- 
nesse  /  zuo  pet  ech  serui  of  his  office  wyp-oute  ze?zne  / 
and  wyp-oute  wypniminge.  Ase  pe  e3en :  to  zyewne. 
j)e  yearen  :  to  hyere.  ])e  nase  :  to  ssmelle.  j)e  moup  : 
to  zue[l]3e  /  and  to  sspeke.  j)e  honden  /  and  al  pet  body  : 
to  vele.  Hunnne  pise  vif  ^^'^'ttes  byep  wel  y-loked 
pa?zne  is  pe  castel  ziker  /  and  ysset.  j)et  byep  pe  gates 
of  pe  zaule.  pet  byep  pe  wyndowes  huerby  comp  in  /  pe 
dyap  ofte  to  pe  zaule  /  ase  zayp  pe  profete. 

j)^   j^RIDDE    STAPE    OF    RI3[t]uOLNESSE. 

])e  pridde  stape  of  pise  u/rtue  is.  pet  pe  man  by 
guod  demere.  and  hyea[l]de  ri3tnesse  be-tuene  hi7n  :  and 
pan  pet  is  beuore  him.  pet  byep  pe  pinges  of  time  /  pet 
destruep  ofte  and  bodi  and  zaule  /  hManne  me  dep  perto 
to  moche  /  ase  dop  pe  nipinges  and  pe  couaytous.  and 
alle  po  pet  pe  wordle  louiep  to  moche.  pet  habbep  zuo 
pe  herten  engrmed  ine  pe  dyeules  nette  /  ase  zayp  lob.  pet 
to  ti??iliche  [eyse] ',  /  and  to  nyedes  wyp-oute  /  pet  to  hare 
'  e^/se  or  lost  seems  wanting  here  to  complete  the  sense. 
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herten  hi  ne  111036  guo  in  /  ne  hare  lif  ordayny.     jpawne 

hit  yiial])  jjet  hit  is  zo]?  /  ])et  senekes  jje  wyse  zayjj  /  jjet  au  sin  who  take 

.  1  •  p   ™ore  care  for  the 

we  be  ]?aii  zeiie3j?  alle  /  and  loriuons  pet  01  Ipe  parties  01  things  of  life  than 

,.  -,     ,  1        ,         T    .  .  piiT.       for  the  life  itself. 

J)e  hue  ech  penche  /  and  is  soigneus.  ac  01  al  pe  hue  to 
ordayny  non  ne  pencp  /  ne  studep.  JSTou  is  paizne  wel 
grat  nied  pet  me  ne  do  na3t  to  nioche  pe  herte  ine  pise  set  not  the  heart 

^  ,  ^  too  much  on  out- 

pmges  wyp-oute.     Vor  huo  pet  hmi  dep  to  moche  perto  :  ward  things,  lest 
he  ualp  in  pe  hate  /  and  ine  pe  couaytise  of  pe  wordle  /  covetousness,     ^ 
pet  is  pe  rote  of  alle  uices  /  ase  we  habbep  be-uore  au^vices. 
y-ssewed 

j)E    UER))E    STAPE    of    RI3TUOLNESSE.  The  fourth  step  of 

rightfulness. 

j)e  uerpe  stape  of  pise  mrtiie  is.     )5et  man  clierhche  ^j^g  ^^^^^.^^^  ^^^p  ^^ 
yzi  ane  his  ri3thalf.  pet  is  pet  he  nime  hede  to  ham  pet  heed^to  tiwse^'who 
byep  guode  /  pet  byep  ase  ane  his  ri3t  zyde.  and  pet  of  ^^'^  good,  and  foi- 
pe  guode  /  and  of  pe  wyse  /  he  nime  wyt  /  and  uorbysne.  ample. 
Ac  ine  pise  zide  hit  be-houep  hyealde  ri^tuolnesse  and  Discretion  is  here 

'^  very  needful. 

discrecion.     Vor  al  uolc  ne  111036  na3t  guo  be  one  waye.  au  folk  have  not 

n      ,  1       /  t-i  /111  the  same  virtues, 

ne  alle  pe  guode  /  ne  alle  pe  wyse  /  ne  habbep  na3t  one-  nor  have  the 

1-  1  ,1  o    1       1      T      I  111,     limbs  of  the  body 

lepi  grace,  alsuo  ase  pe  lemes  ol  pe  bodie  /  ne  habbep  aii  one  office. 

na3t  onelepi  office,  and  perof  byep  uele  herten  nouices 

of  pan  /  ase  zayp  pe  boc  of  collacions  of  holy  uaderes  / 

pet  dra3t  of  pe  perfeccion  of  u/rtue.     Yor  hua?^ne  hi 

yzep  ane  man  wel  y-mad  pet  wyle  profiti  ine  on  stat  /  some  novices  en- 

,.  ,  -n,/!!-  11        deavour  to  follow 

oper  me  one  grace  :   anon  hy  willep  /  and  him  y-lyche  the  special  virtues 
wyllep  by.     And  huar?ne  hi  eft  yzyep  anoprene  /pet       °°  "^'^"^  ™^"' 
ine  anoper  stat  /  dep  manie  guodes  :   alsuo  hi  wyllep 
and  yernep  efter.  an  alsuo  to   pe  pridde  /  and  to  pe  and  so  attain  to 

,  none. 

uerpe  /  ne  to  nonen  ham  ne  zettep.     ])o  byep  ase  is.  pe  They  are  like  the 
yonge  grihound  /  pet  is  yet  al  nouis  /  pet  yernp  efter  Ihltrunsltter'^ 
eche  beste  /  pet  yernp  beuore  him.  and  ne  makep  bote  fSs!'^'''*  *^^' 
hi??2  weri  and  his  time  lyese.     ))erof  zet  ysopes  pe  fable      [exempiim.] 
of  pe  little  hounde  and  of  pe  asse.  pe  bond  at  eche  time  The  fable  of  the 
pet  he  yhyerp  [pet]  his  Ihord  comep  hom.  he  yernp  to-yens  ^^ "jj^  ^^^""'^  ^"'^ 
him  /  and  Ihapb  aboute  his  zuere.  and  be  Ihord  him  The  hound  wei- 

^  comeshis  master's 

makep  uayr  chiere  /  and  h.hn  frotep  /  and  makep '  him  home-coming  by 

,,.,--,  fawning  and  rub- 

makcr  in  MS. 
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bing  aiul  fair 
cheer. 


The  asB  attempts 
to  follow  the  dog's 
example, 
and  throws  his 
feet  about  his 
master's  neck, 
and  is  well  beaten 
for  his  pains. 


By  such  fables 

[Pol.  48.  b.] 

the  wise  man 
taught  his  house- 
hold, 

not  to  desire  vir- 
tues that  were  be- 
yond their  powers. 
Wherefore  take 
heed  of  whom 
thou  takest  pat- 
tern. 


The  fifth  step  of 
rightfulness. 
It  is  necessary 
that  a  man  should 
see  clearly  right 
and  left  of  him. 
On  the  one  side  he 
sees  fools  of  whom 
he  should  have 

pity, 

and  should  avoid 
their  follies. 
Solomon  took 
note  of  the  slug- 
gard and  his 
doings. 


Discretion  is  here 
necessaiy. 

We  must  pity  and 
not  deride  fools 
and  sinners. 


greate  feste.  \)e  asse  him  }je-J)03te  /  fous  ssolde  ich 
do  /  and  ziio  wolde  mi  Ihord  me  louie.  Betere  he  ssolde 
me  maki  ioye  /  jjet  ich  scriii  eche  daye  Jjawne  J?ise 
hounde  jjet  hiw  seruef  of  na3t  ?  hit  ncis  iia3[t]  longe  efter- 
ward  Jjet  Jje  asse  ne  yze^  his  Ihord  come  liom  :  he  heginj) 
to  Iheape  /  and  yer?2j)  to-yens  him.  and  him  ))rau])  J)e 
net  aboute  his  zuere  /  and  beginjj  zinge  grat-Hche.  ])g 
sergons  fet  hit  y-ze^e  /  nome  steues  /  and  byete  Jjane 
asse  ri^t  to  fe  nolle.  And  ferof  ]?et  he  wende  habb[e] 
worfssipe  /  and  guod  :  he  hedde  ssame  and  harm.  Be 
ziieche  fables  wes  y-woned  jje  wyse  man  teche  his 
mayne  /  and  be  pise  uorbisne  /  he  ham  ssewede  pet  hi  ne 
ssolle  na^t  wjdni  to  pe  graces  huer  hi  ne  mo^e  na3t 
come  to.  and  pet  ilke  zelue  tekp  Salomon.  *  zone '  zayp 
he  /  *  ne  arere  na3t  pine  e3en  to  richesses '  /  pet  is  to 
graces  pet  pe  ne  mi3t  na3t  come  to.  jperuore  hit  is  grat 
nyed  to  habbe  discrecion  pet  me  zi  of  huam  me  may 
iiorbysne  nime. 

J)E   VIFTE    STAPE   OF    RI3TUOLNESSE. 

Alsiio  hit  is  grat  nyed  pet  pe  man  yzy  bry[3]te  ane  his 
left  half  and  pet  is  pe  vifte  ioyel  /  and  pe  vifte  stape. 
uor  he  ssel  yzy  pe  foles  and  pe  kueade  /  pet  byep  ase 
a  pe  left  half,  uor  by  byp  a  pe  worse  zide.  to  ham  me 
ssel  nime  hede  uerst  /  uor  pan  pet  he  habbe  pite  an  com- 
passioun.  Efterward  uor  pet  me  be-uly3t  hire  folye  /  and 
hire  uorlyezinge  /  ase  zayp  pe  wyse  salomow.  '  Ich  wente' 
he  zayp  '  be  pe  nine  /  and  be  pe  ueldes  of  pe  fole  sleu- 
uoUe.  and  ize3  pet  al  hi  weren  nolle  of  nettlen  and  of 
pomes  /  and  of  pise  uorbisne  ich  habbe  y-nome  wyt  / 
and  po[r]ueyonce.'  uor  me  kan  zigge  :  pet  zofte  he  him 
chastep  :  pet  be  opren  hi??z  chastep.  Efterward  /  uor 
pan  pet  me  louep  more  god  /  be  huam  man  is  quit  of 
zuyche  zeTines.  Ac  moche  hit  behouep  ine  pa  zyde  /  to 
loki  ri3tuolnesse  /  and  discrecion.  Yor  hua?^ne  ich  yzy 
pane  fol  and  pane  zene3ere  /  ich  ssel  habbe  pite  /  and 
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mid  jjolyinge.  and  na^t  niaki  Jjerof  bisemers  an  scornes. 

Ich  ssel  aliieway  hatve  be  zenne  :   and  louie  be  kende.  Let  us  hate  sin 

'J  '^       i  ...  but  love  the  sin- 

and  wel  me  belioue]?  to  loky  f  et  ich  ne  wille  ine  mine  ner. 

herte  ne?zne  deme.  ne  me  anlicny  to  nonen.  uor  fa^  lie 

bv  kuead  to  day:  he  may  by  suod  to  mor^e.  and  zuich  The  bad  man  may 

•^  -J  'J       ^    ^  -f  be  good  to-mor- 

is  to  day  guod  :  ha  may  by  kuead  to  mor3e.     Efterward  row. 

ich  me  ssel  ase  moche  ase  ich  may  wyb-oute  misdoinge  Try  by  kind 

''        ^  *  ^       actions  and  words 

a-yens  ham  paye.  and  co?idecendre  ine  dede  /and  ine  to  win  the  sinner 

J  ^    ^  back  to  God. 

speche  /bam  uor  to  wynne  to  god.  and  wy])-dra3e  uram 
zewne.  Vor  ase  zayj?  senekes  /  and  saynt  gregorie.  '  we 
ne  mo^e  na3t  /  jjo  Jjet  bief  yualle  :  a-rere.  bote-yef  we 
wylle  hou  jjet  hit  by  to  ham  bou^e.' 

bE    ZIXTE    STAPE    OF    RI2TU0LNESSE.  The  sixth  step  of 

^  rightfulness. 

)5e  zixte  stape  is  /  be  zixte  e^e  :  fet  habbe])  jje  guode  The  sixth  step  is 

the  sixth  eye  that 

men.  jjet  is  ])et  hi  yzy  bri3tliche  be-hinde  jje  grines  and  the  good  have, 
J}e  dyeules  gi?^nes  /  fet  bye])  ous  ase  be-hinde.     Vor  ]je  the^devii's  snares. 
yyend  ous  y-zi3t  /  and  we  hi?7i  ne  more  ^  ysy.     Oure 
vyendes  :   ])et  bye]?  pe  dyeulen  /  ]jet  bye])  wel  stronge  Our  enemies  are 

tilG  QGVllSj  tjIld,L  3^1*6 

and  wyse  /  and  sotile  and  soigneus  ous  to  gyly.     Vor  strong,  wise,  sub- 

,  ,  .  tie,  and  busy  us  to 

hy  ne  zuyke])  neure  m3t  ne  day  /  ac  alneway  bie]?  me  beguile, 
waytinaje  uor  ous  to  e-ily  be  hare  crefte  /  an  by  hire  They  never  cease, 

'J         <=>  o    .y  I  '.  d  Ijut  are  always  in 

ginnes  /  huerof  hi  uze])  more  ])a?zne  a  jjosend  maneres.  wait  to  deceive  us. 

and  ase  zay]?  saint  gregorie.     )pe  dyeuel  yzi3]7  wel  sotil- 

liche  lie  stat  of  be  ma?ine  /  and  his  many  ere  /  and  his  The  devii  knows 

J  t  I  J  I  what  IS  man  s  be- 

complexioun  /  and  to  huet  yice  he  ys  mest  bou3inde.  netting  sin. 
o]jer  be  kende  /  o]3er  be  wone.  and  of  Jio  half  him  Some  he  assails 

[Note  hyer  wel.  ] 

asaylej)  stranglakest.    ]3ane  colrik :    mid  ire  :    and  mid  with  anger  and 

T  T  .  ..  '  1     •    ^•       J  /     I  1  •  ^    discord,  others 

discord,      pane  sangt^mien  :    mid  loliuete  /  and   mid  with  luxury, 
luxurie.      )5ane   fleumatike  :    mid   glotonye  /  and   be  ^'''^''^*^'"^- 
sleaufe.  ^     ]?ane   melanconien  :  mid  enuie  /  and  mid      [Foi.  49.  a.] 
zor3e.     And  ]7eruore  him  ssel  enrich  more  defendi  of  bo 

Therefore  man 

half  huer  ha  jzi^lp  ]?et  his  castel  is  mest  fyeble  /  and  must  defend  the 
aye  ])e  ilke  vice  ui3te  /  huer  ha  zi3])  Jjet  he  is  mest  hiscastie. 
asayled.  ine  zuyche  guod  /  ]?et  he  /  ne  spari  ne?zne.  uor 

'  ?  mo'^e  =  may. 
2  At  bottom  of  page  are  the  catch  words  and  mid  s!eu\,e. 
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he  is  hardy  /  and  Ijokl.  ase  )je  ilke  J)et  assay lojj  godes  zone 
liis  Ihord  lesu  crist.  *  Yef  ))ou  [wosf] '  /  zede  oure  Ihord  to 
iob  /  *  ine  hou  uele  wyzen  he  him  desgyzej? '  /  aLsuo  ase 

Tiio  spirits  oi        y®^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^®  ^^^  ^^^®  ^^^-     ^^^  ^®  ^^yf  saynt 
men  and  auKeU      deiivs.  *  alflle  be  aii^lcs  and  be  fjuode  and  be  kueade  /  and 

are  a  spiritual  "^  LJ/o  in  r  i 

*'^"'""'-  alle    J)e  gostes   of  men  hyej)   ase   a  ssewere   gostlich. 

Tiie  soul  receives  j^a/Hie  ase  a  ssewere  onderua[n]gJ}  anhaste  alle  fe  ssepjjes 

jocts  be  it  sleeping  ^nd  ])e  prientes  Jjet  come))  him  be-uore :   alsuo  de])  j)e 

orwa  iiig.  g^g^  ^£  j^^  ma/iiie  /  by  hit  slepinde  by  hit  wakinde. 

One  mirror  will  ^ou  miR  hsLTine  ane  mtrouT  and  zete  hine  to-ayens  an 

reflect  the  forms 

Been  on  another,     ojjren.  an  haste  alle  fe  ssepjjes  fet  bye]?  ine  ]>e  onen  fou 

sselt  yzy  ine  Jje  o])ren.'     Ine  zuyche  wyse  me  zay})  |)et 

Divers  forms  are    ])&  dyeuel   ssewe])  to  Jje  goste  zuiche  sseppi/zges   and 

retteeteil  from  the  -in  ^  it  ti'j.t,/  i 

devil  upon  the       zmche  tigures  ase  he  wyle  liua/zne  god  hit  Jjolep  /  and 

o  man,         ^^  zaule  hit  onderuangj)  al  a-ye  his  wyl.  and  oferhuil  hit 

just  as  one  re-        ^^  ase  to  fe  ])03te  /  ofer  ase  to  ]?e  ymaginacion  ase  a-ye 

ofoS'^in'the"^  "^^  ^^  I  ^^  he-houej)  to  zye/ine  and  o[n]derao?2ge  ine  j?e 

pearl  ot  the  eye.     perle  of  f»e  e3e  fe  ssepjje  of  J)e  finge  fet  is  him  be-uore. 

Noil  is  hit  a  wel  grat  grace  of  god  /  and  a  wel  grat 

yefjje  of  ])e  holy  gost  /  onderstonde  wel  fe  speches  alle  / 

of  J)e  dyeule  /  and  knawe  wel  alle  fe  uisages.     Vor  ase 

It  is  a  difficult       zayj?  sajTit  bernard.  hit  is  wel  sotil  J)ing  /  and  Strang  to 

guish  between  the  coTine  /  distincti  be-tucne  fe  ]?03tes  f  et  Jje  herte  f  engjj : 

fSaud  those     and  fo  J^et  ])e  viend  :   f erinne  zet.     HuaTine  he  comf 

set  there  by  the      ^gg  uela3e  /  ojjer  ase  uriend  /  ojier  ase  chapman,  and 

They  may  easily    sseweb  be  ze?2nes  /  hou  hi  byeb  likinde.  and  lostuolle  / 

recognize  some  of  -' 

the  devil's  li?tHche  me  may  hit  knawe.     Ac  hua?2ne  he  comb  ine 

thoughts,  7  J  r 

but  others  are       gyse  of  angle  /  and  ssewe  J?  Jjet  guod  :  uor  to  dra3e  to 

more  subtle  and      it,. 

dangerous.  kueadc.     pa?2ne  IS  ])e  temptacion  mest  Strang.     And 

fereuore  zayj?  saynt  Ion.    );et  me  ne  leue  na3t  Jje  gostes  / 
ac  bet  me  hise  prouy  erban  bet  me  hise  onderuonge.  zuo 

One  must;  try  the  ... 

"  ghosts "  ere  one  do]?  fo  /  J^et  make])  hire  srifteuader  guod  /  and  holy 
man  /  and  wys  /  and  wel  yproued  ine  zuiche  finges 
timliche  /  to  huam  hi  ssewe])  ofte  /  and  grai  /  and  smal  / 
alle  fe  ])03tes  fet  to  ])e  herte  come])  and  guode  /  and 

^  Tbis  word  is  necessary  to  the  sense. 


receive  them. 
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kueade.     Yor  ase  za.jp  Solomons.  '  y-blyssed  he  is  :  )jet  "  Blessed  is  he," 

saith  Solomon, 

alneway  is  dreduol.   and  ine  an  oj^re  stede  zayjj  ne.   'Do  « that  always  is 
be  red  al  ]?et  jjon  dest  /  and  efterward  hit  ne  ssel  jje 
uorjjenche.' 

pE    ZEUENDE    STAPE    OF    RI3TUOLNESSE.  The  seventh  step 

of  rightfulness. 

be  zeuende  stape  /  is  be  zeiiende  e^e.  bet  hit  behoueb  The  seventh  step 

•*  r     I        r  .  .  is  the  seventh 

habbe  Jjet  wile  habbe  Jjise  mrtiie.     pet  is  Ipe  ilke  pet  an  eye  that  one  ought 
he^  loke])  /  jjet  hep  god  alneway  to-uore  him.     Of  J?an  and  wiAch  hath 
zayj)  oure  Ihord  ine  his  spelle.     'Yef  )?ine  e^e  is  simple  foreft.^^^"^^ 
and  clene  :  al  bi  bodi  ssel  by  clyer  and  bri^t.     And  yef  i^  ^^^  ^ye  is  dim 
pill  e^e  is  wycked  and  dym :  al  jji  bodi  ssel  by  f  yestre  dark, 
and  dim.'     ])et  is  to  zigge  /  yef  fin  onderstondinge  of  {^'rdeaTanf ' 
))ine  herte  is  clen  *  and  simple  /  and  gej?  uorji  ]?ane  ri3te   simple, 
way  ase    streng  al  a-midde  ]?ise  stapes  alle  /  fet  we 
habbe]?  y-ne?>ined  /  f»e  hyap  of  jjine  workes  ssel  by  uayr  *^y  ^^'"^^  ^^^  ^® 
and  cher  /  and  lykinde  to  god.     And  yef  pe  onder- 
stondi[n]gge  is  wrong,  ojjer  yef  hy  tuyste])  o]?er  wyfwent       ^^^^-  *^-  ^-^ 
ayen  ase  deb  be  qz^arteus  al  be  inwyt  ssel  by  biestre  /  without  right 

•^  rr-i  r  J  J    r  t     understanding 

and  pe  hieap  of  m'rtues.     Yor  wyJ)-oute  ri^tuolle  onder-  aims  become  sin. 

stondinge  :   elmesse  be-com]?  ze7ine  /  and  uirtiie  vice. 

j)e  onderstondinge  is  simple  /  fawne  pe  ma?2  de]?  guode 

workes  riituolliche  uor  god.     Hy  is  wrang  /  hua?^ne  he  '^^^  understand- 

■^  o  .y  o  /  jj^g  jg  -^vrong  when 

hise  deb  uor  bank  of  be  wordle  /  ober  uor  ydeleblisse.   it  tries  to  please 

/  ■•  '       *  the  world  instead 

Hy  tuyste])  ine  tuo  :  huawne  me  wylnej)  of  one  half  to  of  God. 
god  :  and  of  ojjerhalf  to  pe  wordle.     Ac  hi  went  ayen  : 
ase  deJ3  pe  cerceaus  huawne  pe  man  zekf  his  o^ene  note 
in  al  ]jet  he  de]?.     Nou  hest  ])ou  y-herd  pe  zeue  stapes 
huerby  J»is  trau  clif])  an  he  3. 

Of   JpE   BO3ES    OF    RI3TUOLNESSE.  Of  the  boughs  of 

rightfulness. 

\)e  bo3es  of  jjise  trawe  :   bye  J?  pe  zeuen  prmcipals  There  are  seven 

u/rtues  /pet  ansuerief^  to  pe  zeue  vices,  ase de]) bo3sam-  i.^'cfbedience. 

nesse  a-ye  prede.      Loue  :    a-ye   enuye.       Mildenesse  :  l[  MMness. 

a-ye  felhede.    Prouesse  :  a-ye  slacnesse.    Largesse  :  a-ye  *•  p^'o^^^ss. 

•^  ^  -^       5.  Liberality. 

scarsnesse.     Chastete  :  a-ye  lecherie.     Sobrete  a-ye  glo-  6.  chastity. 

7.  Sobriety. 
1  Written  clene  in  MS.  2  Written  amwerte\>  in  MS. 
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THE    VALUE    OF    DI8CKETI0N. 


Tla'HC  seven  vir- 
tueri  leudeth 
aright  the  ^'ho8t 
of  wiiiduia. 


Discretion  is  the 
carter  of  virtues, 
and  the  rudder  of 
tlie  sltip,  that  is, 
the  suul. 


Without  dis- 
cretion virtue  be- 
comes vice. 

These  seven  vir- 
tues before  men- 
tioned are  tlie 
bou^'hs  of  equity, 
and  they  produce 
the  fruit  of  good 
works. 


"  Blessed  be 
those,"  said 
Cin-ist,  "  who  in 
all  things  hold  to 
discretion." 


He  does  not  say 
blessed  be  they 
who  sin  not, 


but  "  blessed  be 
they  who  weep," 


that  is,  who  see 
and  know  their 
faults, 

and  are  sorrowful 
because  of  their 
sins. 

The  world  is  call 
ed  the  vale  of 
tears. 


because  none  may 
live  without  tears, 
that  hath  the  gift 
of  wit. 


tuuiiyo.  Jpisc  zuufs  luV'tucs  hjkejj  and  ledc])  wel  ri3te 
and  wel  zikcrlichc  fane  gost  of  wytte  Jjet  hise  let  be  \>o 
waye  of  ri3tu0lnes.se.  ase  zayj)  salomow.  be  huicbe  wayo  : 
discrecion  and  scele  /  Jjet  is  ])e  cartere  of  u/Hues.  aso 
zayJ)  sant  bernurd.  and  pa  ro))er  of  \>e  ssipe  of  fe  zaule 
Ids  let  anil  breng]?  uorjj.  Jjet  hi  ne  guo  na^t  amis  ari^thalf 
ne  aleftlialf.  and  ])us  hi  p/*ofiteJ)  and  wexejj  and  berej) 
frut  to  fe  nolle,  jjeruore  fa/zne  pat  fe  uiVtue  of  ri^tuol- 
nesse  /  be  discrecioun  him  ssewe))  ine  alle  pe  workes  of 
ojjre  uz/'tues.  and  \v}^]joute  jjise  /  alle  pe  oJ»re  ui/'tues 
lyeze])  pime  name  of  mVtue  :  and  become]?  nices.  Zigge 
ich  wel  /  ))et  in  on  wyt  /  jjise  zeue  u/Hues  be-uore  yzed 
bye])  ])e  bo3es  of  ri^tuolnesse  and  al  ]7et  frut  of  guode 
workes  pat  of  ham  wexef  /  belongef  to  Jjise  trawe. 
Nou  onderstan[d]  wel  hou  fegreate  maister  of  mHues  ous 
spekf  of  fise  uiVt[u]e  /  uor  hi  ne  is  na^t  ine  his  reule. 
*  Yblessed  byef  f  0  pat  ri3tuolnesse  hiealde]?  oueral  /  and 
ine  alle  finges  habbef  disc7'ecion  and  mesure  wy])-oute 
misnimynge.'  Vor  we  ne  habbef  hire  onneafe  y-wonno. 
Vor  non  ne  is  pat  ne  misnimjj  ine  uele  mane?-es.  And 
Jjeruore  ous  cooiiovtap  wel  zueteliche  oure  zuete  maiste[r] 
lesu  crist  hua/ine  he  ne  zay]j  na3t.  *y-blissed  bye])  ])0  fet 
ne  zene3e])  ne  misnime])  /  ac  do])  al  be  ri3tuolnesse  /  and 
be  lingne.'  Ac  he  zay])  wel  cortaysliche  uor  to  cowforti 
fe  zenuolle.  '  Yblissed  byef  ])o  })et  wepe])  /  uor  hy  ssolle 
by  co?^forted.'  j)at  is  to  zigge  :  fo  byef  yblissed :  fet 
yzjep  and  onderstonde])  and  knawef  wel  hire  def antes  : 
ine  alle  fise  zeue  poyns  of  ri3tuolnesse  ])et  we  habbe]) 
hier  y-nemned  /  and  feruore  wepe])  and  bye])  zor3uol 
])et  hi  uindef  zuo  ofte  onri3t  /  huer  hi  ssolden  healde 
and  uinde  ri3tuolnesse.  Vor  ]?eruore  is  ])e  wordle 
y-cleped  ])e  dane  of  tyeares.  and  non  ne  may  ine  pa 
wordle  libbe  :  ^^'y])-oute  tyeares  fet  hap  onderuonge  pa 
jaipa  of  wyt  /  huerof  we  habbej  yspeke.  )?anne  be- 
houej)  ase  zay])  Salomon,  uor  huo  fet  mest  can  /  and 
mest  zy^p  fe  zor3es  and  pa  kueadcs  of  pa  wordle :  pa 
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more  hej?  zoi^e  to  his  herte  /  and  tyeares  /  and  wepinges.       [fol  so.  a.j 

And  bus  becfinb  bis  wordle  to  tyeny.     And  be  more  bet  sorrow  causes 

.         .  man  to  dislike  the 

tyenejj  ])is   lif :   j)e  more  me  wylnej)   jjet  ojjer.      And  world, 

Jjerof  wexe]}  ojjre  tyeres  uor  ]je  wylninge  of  jje  ojjre  line,  and  to  desire  the 

Nou  sselt  jjou  jjus  Jjenche.     Zix  maneres  of  tyeres  j^et  gjx  manner  of 

Jje  holy  man  he))  ine  jjise  wordle  be  ])&  yefjje  of  wytte.  sheMetL^"^™'^" 

Jpe  uerste  come]?  of  ]?et  me  zy3t  jjet  me  he))  god  ofte  i;^^[|'/^fJoTs^ 

ywre)7ed  be  {)03te  /  be  speche  /  and  be  dede.     jpe  o))er  ^^^ser. 

comb   berof  bet   me   yziab  be  create  torme?^s    hidouse  come  because  of 

^    ^  ^  ^      :>^    r      &  ^^^  torments 

an  eurelestinde  of  lielle.     Hiierof  ech  man  ssel  habbe  ofheii. 

grat  drede.     pe  )>ridde  wexe))  of  )»e  kueades  /  )3et  me  3.  The  sufferings 

p  of  the  good. 

yzi^)?  Ipe  guode  folye.     pe  uer)je  come))  01  Ipe  ze?znes  pet  4.  The  sins  of  the 

pe  kueade  do)),     pe  vifte  uor  ))ise  line  fet'tyene))  /  and  ^' weakness  of 

uor  ))e  o))re  fet  def  auerst.     j)e  zixte  com))  of  deuo-  ^J^g^^jl^^^f  Ji"f 

cioun  and  of  ffrat  plente  and  of  blisse  of  be  presense  of  o*^^^^'-    . 

"  ■■■  -'       ^  6.  Devotion  and 

lesu  crist  /  and  of  he  uelinge  of  be  holy  gost.  and  ))ise  biiss  caused  by 

'  J  o  J  J  j.j^g  presence  of 

bye))  ari^t  yblissed  ))et  zuo  wepe)»  /  uor  lii  ssolle  by  Christ  and  the 

.  ,  .  Holy  Ghost. 

y-coniorted  ase  zayf  Ipe  writmge.     Aisuo  ase  pe  nonce  as  the  nurse com- 

conforte))  ))et  child  Ipet  wep)).  uor  hi  wype))  ))e  e^en  /  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 

and  him  kest  /  and  hi  de))  him  le3e  be  streng))e.  alsuo  ^^^p"^^  '^i"^^' 

ssel  do  oure  Ihord  to  ham  bet  wepe))  ine  bise  wordle  ase  so  our  Lord  com- 
forts the  mourn- 

ich  habbe  yzed.     Vor  he  wyle  zuo  wypi  hare  e3en  /  ))et  ers. 

neuremo  ne  ssolle  wepe  /  ne  ne  ssolle  yuele  kuead  ne  Evermore  shall 

^      '  ^  "^  _  they  be  with  God, 

zor3e.     Ac  euremo  ssolle  by  myd  god  ine  paise  and  ine  inpeace,  laughing, 

.  and  bliss. 

Ie3inge  and  ine  blisse  wy))-oute  ende. 

Of    J)E    YEfJPE    of    STRENG}>E.  Of  the  gift  of 

strength. 

ISTou  we  habbe))  yspeke  of  yef))es  and  of  mVtues  /  we  have  spoken 

,,-..         -  ^-^.^  .  already  of  the 

pet  gouernep  po  pet  me  pe  wordle  libbe))  mid  Ipe  lo3este  virtues  wWch 

of  ))ri  states  /  huerof  we  habbe))  beuore  y-speke.     Nou  f^e  worid."^^  ^" 

ssolle  we  mid  fe  helpe  of  ))e  holy  gost  speke  of  Jie  Nowweshaii 

p,  in,  .,  ,.  Till  speak  of  those 

jeipes  and  01  Jie  uirtues  pet  more  p?*oprencne  belonge))  virtues  which  be- 
to  ham  fet  ))e  wordle  onwor))e))  /  and  to  ))e  he3e  helle  that  despisrthe 
of  perfeccion  wylne)).     Of  fan  zay))  propreliche  lob.  ^iT^^f  m  n 
bet  lyf  of  man  ope  be  erbe  :   is  ase  knyhlthod.      Vor  earthisasknight- 

'^  "^  r      r  r  J  l:>J  hoo^^  or  as  citizen, 

maTines  lyf  ine  ))e  erfe :  is  ase  borgeysye.     Nou  yzi3  ship. 
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TlIK    (ilFT    OF    STRENGTH. 


Much  \vAH  tlie  une 
otiievvuntlUiver«e 


and  strives  to  be 
rich  and  esteem- 
ed. 

The  knight  de- 
sires to  act  court- 
eously and  liber- 
ally, 

and  to  purchase 
fame  antl  high 
station. 

Some  men  keep 
from  great  sins, 
do  penance,  &c., 
and  it  sufficeth 
them  if  thej'  may 
be  saved  at  last. 

Others  are  dis- 
gusted with 
worldly  perils, 
sins,  and  pains, 
and  have  no  peace 
of  mind. 

[Fol.  50.  b.] 
They  see  no 
treasure  to  be 
compared  to  God's 
love, 

and  had  they 
God's  love,  peace 
of  heart,  and  joy 
of  soul,  they 
would  think  them- 
selves more  than 
emperors. 


When  God  gives 
man  the  gift  of 
strength, 

He  gives  liim  a 
new,  noble,  and 
hardy  heart, 

that  enables  him 
to  endure  all  the 
world's  threaten- 
ings. 


He  only  is  wise 
who  despises 
harm  for  his 
friend,  i.  e.  God. 


ane  yoiigiie  Ijoryeis  and  aiio  newene  kni^t.  Mochel 
liabbejj  |)u8  of  uele  jjo^tes  iiewe  diuerses  and  wyluolle. 
))fc  hoigey.s  wyhu*))  to  cliapfari  /  an  to  wynne  and  to 
gaderi.  and  fo  ende  of  his  \vy^lle  is  al  Jjorto  :  fet  ha  by 
riche  ine  guodes.  and  ine  his  toune  y-worjjssiped.  ])e 
kny3t  newe  /  ge]j  al  ano))erne  way.  Vor  he  wilnej) 
corteysyes  to  done  /  an  largeliche  yeue  /  and  kny[3]thod 
to  lyerny  and  guo  to  armes.  kueades  to  Ipolje  /  ssewy 
prouesses.  porchaci  los  /  and  ine  he3e  stat  cliue.  )5ise 
tuo  states  we  zyej)  aperteliche  ine  tuo  maneres  of  uolke. 
huerof  jje  on  is  /  fet  wel  ham  wyUef  uram  greate  zewne 
loki  /  do  penonce.  yeue  elmesse.  hyealde  godes  hestes  / 
and  of  holy  cherche  and  wel  ham  hit  were  yno^  /  yef  hi 
mi3te  ate  ende  be '  zuo  moche  by  y-bor3e.  ))ise  bye  J?  ine 
giiod  stat  /  and  wel  ha?7i  mo3e  soui.  ])e  ojire  bye  J)  to 
huam  Jjet  Jje  wordle  anoyj)  uor  J?e  perils  and  fe  zewnes 
and  de^  pinen/ huerof  hi  is  al  uol.  zuo  fetnon  ne  may 
habbe  pays  of  herte  /  ne  stedeuest  inwyt.  Hi  yzef  of 
o]?er  half  fet  fer  ne  is  no  tresor  jjet  mo3e^  by  worj?  to 
godes  loue.  no  zuyetnesse  zuo  grat :  ase  pays  of  herte. 
no  bhsse  of  f  e  wordle  f  et  by  worJ»  /  to  ])e  blisse  of 
klene  in^\^^t.  zuo  ham  Jjingjj  and  wel  hit  is  zo]?  /  jjet 
huo  ]?et  ])ise  ]?ri  finges  may  winne  :  he  ssolde  by  more 
_f)amie  emperour.  ac  Jet  is  zuo  grat  fing  ]?et  ueawe  f er 
bye]?  zuiche  /  ]jet  dorre  fise  nirninge  maki.  ac  hua/zne 
god  yefj?  to  ]je  mawne  Jjise  grace,  and  ^e  ilke  yefjje  pet 
me  clepej?  jje  gost  of  strengjje.  he  h}Tn  yefj?  ane  newe 
herte  /  ane  noble  herte  /  and  hardi,  ]!^oble :  uor  to 
onworf)i  al  Ipet  Ipe  w^ordle  mai  behote  /  and  yeue. 
Hardyesse  uor  to  folie  alle  Ipe,  kueadnesse  ]?et  Ipe  wordle 
may  J^reapni.  And  of  J)ise  hardiesse  spekf  oure  uader 
hua/ine  he  zede.  ]5et  '  yblyssej?  byej?  po  pet  habbep 
honger  and  porst  /  of  rijtnolnesse.'  Salomon  zayp.  pet 
'  he  is  ri3tuol  /  pet  onworpep  his  harm  /  uor  his  uryend'  / 
pet  is  uor  god  /  pet  is  ri3t  urend.  And  saint  bernard 
zayp.  '  he  ne  is  na3t  ri3tuol  /  pet  ne  yzi3p  na3t  ine  his 
1  bo  MS.  2  So  in  MS. 
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liei'tb  :    and  uelj?  /  and  onderstant  /  jjet  lie  is  yeldere. 

and  a-yens  god  of  treujje  /  toppe  alle  ]?ing.'    pe  ilke  jjet  Man  is  a  debt  or 

zo]?liche  wylnejj  mid  al  his  herte  to  yelde  ]?ise  dette  to 

gode  /  ]?e   ilke   is   of  |)an  /  huerof  oure   lliord   spek]? 

huaTzne  he  zede.    ])et  ])e  ilke  bye  J?  yblissed  /  J^et  habbej;  Blessed  are  those 

honker  /  and  borst :  uor  ri^tuolnesse.  he  ne  zayb  na^jt  /  ^^^*  hunger  and 

,      '  ,  ^  Jr         y     I  thirst  after  right- 

^  y-blissed  hi  byejj  J70  Ipet  habbe]?  /  o]?er  j^et  do]?  ri^tuol-  eousness, 
nesse :   ac  ])o  j?et  habbejj  honger  and  jjorst.'     Vor  Jjis 

ri^tuolnesse  ne  may  by  yhyealde  /  ne  J}is  dette  ne  may  This  rightfulness 

by  uolliche   y-yolde  /  ine   >ise  wordle.      Ac  ine  j?ise  Snel  ?n  t^llf 

wordle  hi  is  y-wylned  /  and  ine   ]?e   oj^re  /  y-payd.  ^^.'^[g'^^ggij.  ^  j^  ^. 

beriiore  ne  zayb  naat  oure  ej^iode  Ihord  and  mayster.  andgotinthe 

•'  -     ,  .  .  other  world. 

*  ])o  bye})  yblissed  Ipet  fise  ri^tuolnesse  ssolle  do  /  and  j?et  Christ  does  not 

fise  dette  ssolle  yelde.'     Ac  he  zayjj  wel  cortayslaker  /  blessed  who^  have 

ase  he  fet  wot  oure  pouerte.    'Yblissejji  bye])  fe  ilke  "el""^''"''"'" 

fet  of  ])ise  ri3tuolnesse  /  habbe]?  honger  /  and  ])orst.' 

Yor  he  ne  akse]?  na^t  ]?et  we  hi?>i  yelde  hyer  his  dette  / 

ac  hit  is  hi^n  yno2  /  yef  we  habbeb  guod  wvl  to  yelde.  but  those  are 

■^  '        ,   ,  .  blessed  who  desire 

jpis  wylninge  hua?zne  hi  is  zo])  in  herte  /  behoue])  pet  he  it  "^  their  hearts. 

hit  ssewy  be  dede.  Vor  ase  zay]j  Salomon.  '  non  ne  may 

bet  uer  ine  his  bosme  hede  /  bet  his  robe  ne  berne.'    I?is  This  desire  ex- 

■*  '   ^  '  hibits  itself  in 

ssewynge  ne  may  bi  wy})-oute  m'rtue  /  and  wyl)-oute  virtue  and  in 

prowess. 

prouesse.     Vor  be  wytnesse  /  ne  by  i3lay tinge  :  me  ne 

proue])  na^t  \et  he  by  guod  kny3t  /  ac  be  moche  dede  "^roveUihhnleif 

of  amies  /  and  be  moche   bohynge  /  and    10   y-leste.  ^uch  by  his  deeds 

'  r       J     o      /  J  of  arms. 

And  \et  is  ]je  uer]3e  mVtue  /  \et  \e  holy  gost  yef])  to 

be  marine  uor   to  strepe  of  al :   in  al.    be  uerbe  vice,  p^'o^^'^^^s  strips 

-'  ^  ^  ^  man  of  slotli  and 

Jjet  is  \e  zenviQ  of  sleaw]3e   and  of  onlosthede.      ]?is  idleness, 

uv'/'tue  is  of  zuo  greate  dignete  /  \et  amang  alio  pe  ojjre 

mVtues  /    ])is  one  ber]?  p?^opreliche  be  hi??i-zelue  ]3ane 

name  of  /  m'rtue.     Vor  uzVtue  /  and  prouesse  is  al  on.  hit'^servantT  ^^  ^" 

bise  uM'tue  /  god  yef b  to  his  sergons  /  liua?zne  he  his  "'^  ^®  ^^^  ^'^ 

''  /    &  J      r  ,  Pentecost  to  His 

wile  maki  kni^tes  /  ase  he  dede  to  his  apostles  at  lokes.  apostles, 

of  hua/?z  we  rede])  /  \et  hi  weren  zuo  dreduol  /  pet  hi 

ne  ^  dorste  guo  out  of  hare  house  /  alhuet  hi  werer.  mid  ^^^^  nevertheless 

*-•  '  were  timid  and 

cautious. 
1  So  in  MS.  -  no  in  MS. 
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fise  ii//-tue  yurmod.      A(;  iiioie  hi  yedeii  Icdinde  blisse  / 
[Foi.  51.  a.]       huju/no  lue  dede  hum  ssaiiio  and  hardnosse. 


The  division  of 
virtue  (proweas). 

The  old  piiiloso- 
phers  divided 
this  virtue  into 
six  parts. 

Our  Lord  added 
a  seventh  point. 

1.  Magnanimity. 

2.  AtHance. 
•S.  Security. 

4.  Patience. 

5.  Sted  fastness. 

6.  Maj^nificence. 

7.  Hunger  and 
thirst  of  riglit- 
eousness. 


Magnanimity  is 
highness,  great- 
ness, nobleness  of 
will,  and  of  great 
aspirations. 

[1  deles .?] 

The  first  division 
of  it  is  prowess — 
a  noble  contempt 
of  dithculties. 


The  second  is 
rational  enterprise 
of  difficult  things. 


He  who  has  this 
virtue  thinks  but 
little  of  the  cares 
of  the  world, 

counting  them 
no  more  than  a 
spider's  web. 


Solomon  truly 
said,  "  All  is 
vanity." 

The  world  is 
vanity,  and  full 
of  vanity. 


|3E    TO-DKLINGE    OF    U/i?TUES. 

j)ii  filozoft'S  |jet  of  jjisc!  u//'tues  dio^en  /  hi  to-dekU*n 
))ise  iu'/'tu(is  ine  zix  (hdes.  Jjet  hye]?  ase  zix  stapes  / 
huerhy  fise  u/rtues  cliuef  /  and  profite)?.  Ac  cure 
master  ]?et  made  fe  filozofes  /  and  filozofie.  fet  is  lesu 
crist :  he  zet  /  jjane  zeuende  poynt.  ))e  uerste  poynte 
of  prowesse  /  hi  clepiej)  /  magnanimite.  j)3  ofer  : 
fiaunce.  j)e  fridde  :  zikernesse.  j)e  uerjje :  Jjolj'inge. 
j)e  uifte  :  stedeuestnesse.  )?e  zixt :  magnificence.  \)e 
zeuende  Jjet  oure  mayster  zette  :  hatte  honger  and  forst 
of  ri^tiiolnesse.  j)ise  u?>tues  me  ne  may  na3t  propre- 
liche  nemni  ase  onderstondiwge  hise  to-di^t  /  ine  latin. 
Magnanimite  is  he3nesse.  g?-atnesse.  and  noblesse  of 
wylhede  /  huerby  fe  man  is  hardi  ase  lyon  /  and  of 
greate  niminge.  j)is  mVtue  he  J)  tuo  delles. '  greate  finges 
onworfi.  and  wel  g?*ater  to  nime  an  hand  /  and  to 
chiese.  Of  jje  uerste  dele  :  zay])  zaynt  austin.  Prowesse 
is  /  husLnne  corage  onwor])eJ»  /  al  jjet  ne  is  na^t  in  his 
pouer.  ])et  is  al  fet  he  may  lyese  /  wylle  him  nolle 
him.  And  seneke  zayjj.  *  amang  wordleliche  ])inges  /  no 
Jjing  ne  is  grat  /  bote  herte  /  jjet  greate  ])inges  onworfe]?.' 
Of  f e  ofre  dele  zay]?  J)e  filozofe.  j)et  '  magnanimite  /  is 
renable  niminge  of  he3e  fynge  /  and  dreduoL'  Huo  fet 
jjise  u/rtue  he]? :  he  yzi^Jj  fe  wordle  uram  uer.  ase  zayjj 
ysaye.  peprofete.  And  fushi??!  fingjj  al  jje  wor[d]le  lite/ 
ase  a  sterre  hit  fine]?  to  ous.  J^a/zne  al  Ipe  wordle  /  and 
alle  jje  bisyhedes  /  and  ]je  greate  niedes  of  fe  wordle 
hi?H  fingj)  ase  na3t.  and  feruore  hise  ne  prayzejj  na3t  / 
bote  ase  pe  web  of  ]je  spif>re.  jpawne  Salomon  huawne  he 
hedde  al  fe  wordle  y-went.  and  of  alle  Jjinges  /  and  of 
foles  /  and  of  wyse  ystn'ued.  he  zayde  his  dom  ine  zuiche 
mane?'e.  '  ydelnesse.  ydelnesse.  ydelnesse.  and  al  fet  ich 
izi :  is  ydelnesse.'  J?et  is  to  zigge  /  J?e  wordle  is  ydel- 
nesse. and  zuo  hi  is  al  uol  of  ydelnesse.     And  jje  man 
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liim-zeli  iior  huam  be  wordle  is  y-mad  :  zuo  is  al  ydcl-  This  life  flies  as  a 

.      -^^  '^  '^  shadow. 

nesse.  nor  ine  him  is  alle  manere  ydelnesse  /  ase  zai]?  its  cares  are  as 

])Q  sauter.  ydelnesse  /  be  steruinge.     Vor  his  lyf  iili3|) 

ase  ssed.  ydelnesse  /  be  bysihede.     Vor  ]?ise  bysybedes 

byejj   ase  meteles.     Ydelnesse  /  be  kueadnesse.     Vor  The  first  step  then 

,  .  -,  ,  .  .       .  of  this  virtue  is 

ze?^ne  mm  make]?  more  na3t  /  J^a/zne  jjmg  jjet  is  me  ])e  to  despise  the 

worddle.     Noii  is  jja^zne  ]?e  nerste  del  of  jjise  iwVtue. 

)?et  him  dej?  jje  wordle  onworfi  /  ase  habbe]?  ydo  ine 

ariere  and  ])e  filozofe  payen,   and  j^e  holy  cr^stene  man. 

J9e  ojjer  del  is  zuo  /  jjet  hi  make]?  Jjane  way  of  perfec-  The  second  is  to 

cion  to  nimene.  and  j^et  lyf  f>et  zuo  moche  ssewej?  ssar^)  /  the  way  of  per- 

-,-,■,-,.  ,  .  ,         .  fection,  that  lead- 

an  dreduol  to  chiese.     pet  is  jje  way  fet  let  m-to  jje  eth  to  the  mu  of 

helle  of  god.  Jjet  is  ine  jje  stat  of  perfeccion.     J^et  is  fe 

way  of  p?^me  red  /  of  oure  Ihorde  /  j^et  he  ssewede  to 

his  apostles  ine  jje  helle  /  huerof  ])is  bok  spekjj.  jperne  This  way  choose 

way  chy[e]ze]?  ]?o.  to  huam  ne  is  na3t  yno^  to  loki  /  fe  only  keep  God's 

hestes  of  god  /  huerto  hi  bye]?  y-hyealde.  and  wylle]?    ^  ^^  ^' 

uoluelle  his  redes  /  huer  hi  ne  byej?  na^t  be  dette  y- 

hyealde  /  ase  bye]?  ])o  /  ]?et  letef  al  ]?et  hi  habbej)  :  uor  hut  forsake  aii 

"p^  /  ,  p-,.  they  have  for  His 

god.  and  y[ejue])  hduin  to  sterue  /  uor  ]7e  loue  oi  hi?/i. :  ]?et  sake, 

starf  uor  ham.  o])er  ine  ])e  londe  be-yende  ]}e  ze  /  o]?er       [Foi.  51.  i?.] 

ine  ano]?re  stede.     And  ase  do]?  ]?o  /  ]?et  uorlete]?  /  and  both  goods  and 

friends  and  them- 

al  onwor]?e]?  uor  god.  and  guodes.  and  uryendes.  and  selves. 
ha??^-zelue.  and  make]?  ham-zelue  ])relles   of  o]?ren  ]?et  They  become  the 

sltivGS  of  olIigfs 

weren  vry.    and  make]?   ham-zelue  j^oure  :    ]?et  weren  and  endure 
riche  :    o])er  my^ten  by.    hy  do]?  ham  to  ])olye  grat  p"^^^^' 
ssarpnesse  /  bet  hedden  ine  be  wordle :  greate  lostes.  They  put  them- 

^  *  selves  to  great 

ase  bye]?  manie  /  ])et  bye]?  ine  religion,  and  of  herte  /  hardships, 
and  of  bodie.     Vor  litel  is  worj?  to  by  ine  reUgion  /  as  many  do  who 

have  entei'ed  a 

o]?er  ine  ssarpnesse  of  penonce  /  yef  ]?e  herte  ne  is  na3t  religious  order. 
]?erto.     Vor  ])e  clo]7inge  /  ne  make]?  na3t  ))ane  nionek.  ^*'™^  Jj"  "^* . 
ne  ]?e  amies  ]?ane  kny3t :  ac  ])e  guode  herte  /  and  ]?e  but  the  good 

Il61irt/  fllKl  tnG 

dedeS  of  J)rOUeSSe.  deeds  of  prowess. 

)^E    0]?ER    STAPE    OF    PROUESSE.  The  second  step 

of  prowess. 

\)Q  oJ?er  stapo  of  l?ise  u^/'tue  is  :  beleaue.     Vor  huo  The  second  step 

'  _  is  to  believe. 

]?et  he]?  ]?ane  guode  way  ynoine  /  hit  bc-houe]?  j?et  he  Eeiief  enables 


ion 
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man  to  pursue 
the  Kootl  path, 


and  to  withstand 
the  assailiuf^s  of 
the  devil,  world, 
and  ttie  tlcsh. 


The  flesh  says, 
I  cannot  forsake 
my  old  habits. 
The  world  pnr- 
sues  him  like  an 
escaped  thief. 
The  devil  says, 
"  Wretch,  what 
wilt  thou  do  l'  " 


God's  new  knight 
undergoes  these 
assaults. 

By  stedfast  belief 
he  fears  not, 

for  whom  God 
will  hell)  none 
may  harm. 


hiiii  liyeakk*  vestliche  ino  his  wylle  /  and  ))ot  lie  liabbe 
guode  beleaue  ine  god  /  Jjet  he  him  uoluelle  fet  he  he]) 
agorine.  ))ise  u/z-tiie  hi  clepiej)  /  beleaue.  hi  is  wel 
nyeduol  a-ye  ))e  a.saylinges  of  ))e  wordle  /  of  fe  ulesse. 
and  of  ])e  dyeule.  Jjet  stranglaker  a.saylej)  fane  man  ate 
a-gynni?2ge.  )3et  uless  him  zayj).  ych  ne  may  folye  Jjis 
lyf  /  ne  mine  ealde  wones  lete.  ])e  wordle  zekjj  efter  / 
uor  Jjan  to  wyj?dra3e  /  ase  me  zekj)  ane  Jjyef  hiia?2ne  he 
is  ascaped  of  ))e  pr/sone.  ])e  dyeuel  Kun  zayjj.  *  wrechche 
huet  wyltou  do  /  hiieruore  Jje  yelst  fe  zuo.  Vor  J?ou 
mi3test  jje  oferlaker  wel  wytye.'  jpise  byef  ]?e  uerste 
asaylynges  /  fet  godes  newe  kny3t  folej) :  fet  Jjeng))  to 
Wynne  fe  regne  of  heuene.  Ac  huaizne  he  him  yefj?  to 
god  be  guode  an  stedeueste  be-leaue  /  he  ne  he]?  none 
hede.  Vor  he  is  pe  treweste  urend  /  fet  may  /  and 
can  /  and  wyle  /  his  03ene  loki.  and  huam  fet  god  wile 
helpc  :  no  ]?ing  him  ne  may  derie. 


The  third  step  of 
prowess. 

The  third  step  of 
prowess  is  se- 
curity (or  confi- 
dence), 
whereby  one 
droadeth  not  the 
perils  before  one's 
eyes. 

The  Holy  Ghost 
causes  man  by 
this  gift  to  under- 
take great  things. 


He  makes  him 
confident  as  a 
lion. 

As  the  new 
knight  desires 
tournament,  so 
does  he  desire 
peril  and  death, 
St  Agace  went 
to  torment  as 
joyfully  as  if  to 
a  wedding. 


J;e  |)ridde  stape  of  prouess[e]. 

j)e  ])ridde  stape  of  prouesse  :  is  zikernesse.  zyker- 
nesse  ase  zay])  fe  filozofe  is  a  mVtue  /  huerby  me  ne 
dret  na^t  fe  kuedes  /  ne  fe  perils  /  J>et  bief  beuore  hare 
e3en.  And  ]?et  is  fe  fridde  guod  /  ])et  ]je  yeffe  of 
strengpe  dej».  Vor  fe  holy  gost  /  huawne  he  hep  j- 
armed  his  kny3t  of  his  uirtue  :  uerst  he  him  yeff  noble 
herte  /  greate  finges  to  nimene.  Efterward  he  him  yefj? 
ane  greate  hete  /  and  a  grat  wyl  to  uol3y  /  and  gr<7t 
hope  uor  to  uoluelle.  Efterward  he  make]?  hi7?z  ziker 
ase  lyoun.  zuo  ]?et  he  ne  help  drede  /  ne  of  perils  /  ne 
of  pinen  /  ne  of  dyafe  /  ne  of  torment,  ac  he  his 
wilnej)  /  ase  dej)  f e  newe  kny3t  fe  torneme?2S.  an  suo 
dede  pe  martires  ase  hit  ]7ing])  ine  hare  Hue.  huer-of  we 
redej?  of  zaynte  agase  /  fet  mid  greate  blisse  hi  yede 
to  torment  alsuo  ase  hi  yede  to  feste  /  opei  to  a 
bredale. 
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))E    UER])B    STAPE    OF    PROUESSE.  The  fourth  step  of 

prowess. 

Ase  ])e  holy  gost  make])  his  kny3t  ziker  uor  to  abide 
be  tormens  and  Jje  201368  ]?et  bye)?  to  comene.     Alsuo  The  Holy  Ghost 

.  makes  his  knight 

he   him   make])    Strang    and   folymde.    nor   to   Ipolje  strong  and 

hua?zne  hi  come]),    and   Ipet  is  fe  iierj)e  stape  fet  hi  ^^  ^^" ' 

clepie])  /  pacience.  be  ])ise  nf/'tue  /  ])e  gnode  ouercom]) 

alle  his  uyendes.  Jjane  dyeuel.  pe  wordle.  and  pet  uless,   so  that  he  may 

and  al  "pet  hi  mo^e  zigge  and  do.     Yor  pet  is  pe  sseld  eJ-eTOfe?.^  ^ 

of  gold  /  to  him  Jiet  uor  godes  lone  polep  j  pet  \\wi       ^^'^^-  ^^-  ^-^ 

wri^})  of  eche  half  /  ase  zay])  po,  sauter.  zuo  pet  no 

strok  /  ne  may  him  breke  pQ  herte.    )?ise  u/^'tue  non  ne 

heb  :  bet  ne  hej)  bi  uonded.     Yo[r]  tnbulacion  :  makeb  Patience  must  he 

acquired  by  trial, 

pacience.     Ase  zay])  zaynte  panl.   ase  pet  uer  :  make])  for  the  fire  hardens 

pe  te3ele  /  hard.     W yp-oute  ])ise  m^'tue  non  ne  la  y- 

proued.  ne  ])et  gold  ne  may  by  wyb-onte  uer  y-clensed.  and  gold  is  puri- 
fied by  it. 
wy])-oute  pacience  :  non  ne  hep  uictorie.     Vor  huo  pet 

lyest  pacience  :    he  is  ouercome.    wyp-oute  pacience  : 

non  ne  comp  to  perfeccion.     Joerof  we  yzep  uorbisne  /  Patience  is  ne- 
cessary to  per- 
ate  leste  ine  alle  pe  mestyeres  pet  me  dep  mid  hand,   fection. 

Moche  polep  pe  coupe  of  gold  of  strokes  of  yzen  /  erpan  The  cup  of  gow 

bears  strokes  of 

hi  by  yzet  ope  pet  bord  of  pe  kmge.  and  pe  chalis  er  iron  ere  it  is  set  on 

ha  by  yblissed  /  and  y-zet  ope  pane  weued.     Moche 

polep  pe  tonne  of  greate  strokes  /  er  me  do  prin  pet 

guode  wyn.     Mochel  is  defouled  mid  pe  net  of  uolleres  The  scarlet  robe 

pe  robe  of  scarlet  /  erpan  pet  pe  kuen  his  do  an.     And  thrfeet'^of'the"'^ 

ase  uele  miat  bou  to  ban  vinde  uorbisnes  :  ase  ber  byeb  ^^"*^^"''  ^^'^  ^^® 

■^     '  1  J  tJ    J     queen  puts  it  on. 

workmen  at  paris  of  alle  mestyeres.     Be  pise  u/rtue  is 

Strang  pe  man  /  ase  pet  ysen  pet  alle  metals  a-dauntep.   py  this  virtue  is 

man  sti'ength- 

Of  grat  pm  ase  pet  gold  /  pet  pe  more  hit  is  ine  uere  :  ened, 

pe  more  hit  is  clene  /  and  clyer  /  and  tretable.  ase  pe 

salamandre  bet  leueb  ine  be  uere.  and  ase  be  viss  bet  as  the  salamander 

.  .  .  ■'in  the  fire,  or  the 

ine  pe  trauailinde  wetere  :  him  bapep  and  norissep.  fish  in  the  water. 

JpE  VIFTE    STAPE    OF    PROUESSE.  The  fifth  step  of 

prowess. 

he  vifte  stape  of  bise  mrtw  is  ycleped  Constance.  The  fifth  step  is 

•*  V'        J.  called  constancy, 
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THE    SIXTH    STEP    (Jl'    I'KuWESS. 


by  which  man  is 
established  as  a 
tower, 


and  by  whicli  he 
Becures  victory, 


and  overcomes 
vain-glory. 


The  devil  over- 
throws man  by 
adversity  or  by 
idle  bliss. 


Virtue  consists  in 
following  a  mean 
between  good  and 
evil. 


The  sixth  step  of 
prowess. 

The  sixth  step  of 
prowess  is  mag- 
nificence. 


This  virtue  Christ 
calls  persever- 
ance, 

by  which  the  good 
knight  endures 
to  the  end. 
All  other  virtues 
fight,  but  this 
wins. 

[Fol.  52.  b.] 


He  who  perse- 
veres to  the  end 
shall  be  saved. 


The  virtue  of  the 


pat  is  a  lu'/'tue  jjet  make))  fe  herte  Strang  and  stedeuest 
ine  god  ase  a  tour  yzet  ope  ane  stronge  roche  /  and  ase 
a  traw  yroted  ine  guod  land  /  put  hit  ne  ssake  uor 
ne/aie  wynd  /  pat  may  come  ne  blawe  /  Jjet  is  ine  no 
cas  pet  mo3e  come  /  ne  guode  ne  kueade.  ^vjp-oute. 
Jjise  u//'tue  /  non  ne  com])  to  ui[c]torie.  uorhua'/^ne  godes 
kny3t  hef  ido  zome  prowesse  :  panne  him  asaylej)  fe 
dyeiiel  be  ydele  blisse.  and  panne  is  pe  batayle  ine  pe 
herte  pe  stranger  uor  Inm-zelne  to  ouercome  /  fet  be  ne 
ualle  be  ydele  blisse  :  Jjarme  alle  pe  uerste  uondinge  / 
ne  wes.  Huerof  dauid  zay])  ine  pe  sautere  /  jjet  pe 
dyeuerouer|)rauJ>  pe  wel  stronge  of  lefthalf  be  aduersite  / 
and  pe  wel  stronge  a  ri3thalf :  be  ydele  blisse.  J^ise 
u/rtue  preysejj  moche  seneke  ])et  zayjj.  J)et  per  ne  is 
ufrtue  bote  pe  ilke  fet  gep  uorf  proudliche  be-tuene  pe 
one  auent?/re  and  pe  ofre  /  J»et  is  be-tuene  pe  guode 
and  pe  kueade.  and  grat  onworfnesse  of  on  an  of 
o])er. 

j)E    ZIXTE    STAPE    OF    PROUESSE. 

pe  zixte  stape  of  prouesse  /  hi  clepie]?  /  magnificence. 
fise  ur/'tue  hi  deserhiep  jjous.  Magnificence  is  hi 
zigge]?  of  he^e  nyede  y-blissede  bleuinge.  jpise  uirtue 
oure  greate  filosofe  Tesu  crist  clepej)  /  perseuerance.  be 
huam  pe  guode  godes  kny[3]t  "fole])  pe  kuedes  /  and  ylest 
al  to  pe  ende  ine  fo  he^e  waye  of  perfeccion  fet  he  hep 
ynome.  Of  ])ise  nirtiie  zayj)  zaynte  paul.  f  et  alle  pe 
u/rtues  yernej?  :  ac  fis  wjnp  fet  zuord.  alle  by  vi3te])  : 
ac  fis  hep  pe  uictorie  and  pe  coroune.  Alle  wevchep  : 
ac  jjis  ber])  away  j^ane  ssepe  aneuen.  Yor  ase  zajp  oure 
Ihord.  huo  pet  blefj?  al  to  pe  ende  :  he  ssel  by  bor^e  / 
and  non  oper.  More  uor]?  ne  coujjen  pe  filosofes  lede 
pe  mVtue  of  prowesse.  Ac  pe  deciplis  of  oure  mayster 
lesu  cWst  /  guof  yno3  more  uorf.  Vor  ase  zayf 
Salomon,  huamie  hi  habbe]?  al  asummed  /  panne  uerst 
ham   fling])  /  fet  hit  is  al  to  aginne.     pe  u/rtue  and  pe 
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prouesse  of  be  filozofes  wes  al  uor  be  uices  to  ouercome  /  o^f^  philosophers 

■'  was  to  overcome 

and  to  zeche  be  m?'tiies.     Ac  Jje  prouesse  of  hal^en  nor  vice, 

but  the  prowess 

to  ouercome  jje  uices  and  ]?e  uirtues  to  zeche.  and  'peito  of  the  saints 
praicipalliche  uor  to  healde  ri3[t]uolnesse  /  an  treujje  hold  righteous- 

T  'i-TT  •  i.*j.i/t-j.  li.    ness  and  truth. 

auoreye  lesu  cnst.     He  ne  is  na^t  ri^tuoi  /  pet  ne  yelt 

fet  ha  ssel :  be  his  mi3te.     And  uor  zoJ?e  niochel  is  we  owe  our  lives 

ri3tuol  ]?ing  /  and  scehiol  /  Ipet  ich  yeue  mi  hf  /  and  mi  died  for  us, 

dyeajj  /  uor  him  ]?et  his  lif  and  his  dyeajj  /  yaf  uor  ous. 

And  asemoche  ase  he  is  worf  betere  J?a?me  ich:  zuo  and  his  life  was 

,.,  1T1T  -i-ii  1     more  precious 

moche  ich  am  yeidmde  be  ri^te  ri3tuoinesse.  ase  zayp  than  ours. 

saynt  anselni.  ])ise  ri3tuohiesse  '  ich  may  wyhiy  /  ac  ich  /  we  may  desire 

ne  no7^  ofer  /  ne  mo3e  hier  hit  yelde  /  ne  uolHche  hit  but  are  unable  to 

paye '  /  ase  we  habbe]?  be-uore  y-zed.  And  jjeruore  is  fe  ^  ^^' 
zeuende  stape  of  J)ise  mVtue  /  fe  ilke  fet  oure  mayster 
lesu  crist  dej?  jjerto  /  huerto  Jje  filozofes  ne  mi3te  come  / 

Jjo  he  zede.   '  yblessed  byef  ])o  :  jjet  habbej?  honger  and  Blessed  are  they 

forst  of  ri3tuolnesse.'     )?a?zne  bye]?  fo  ari3t  y-blissed  /  thirst  after  right- 

])et  j)G  zix  stapes  of  prowesse  byej?  ycliue  /  and  habbej)  anTwho'have 

honger  /  and  forst  /  and  grat  wyl  fe  zeuende  stape  /  sllps'^Sprowlss. 
be  hare  my3te  cliue. 

j)E   BO3BS    OF    PROWESSE.  The  bouglis  of 

prowess. 

Ine  jjise  trawe  ase   ine  ])e  o|)ren  /  we  vindeb  zeue  i"  this  tree  are 

.  seven  boughs, 

bo3es.      V  or  me  zeue  maneres  of  vi3t  :  fer  come  J)   zeue  for  in  seven 

,   ,  .  .  battles  there  are 

maneres  ouercomemges.  and  be  fise  zeue  ouercommges  :  as  many  victo- 

hi  Wynne]?  zeue  maneres  of  corounes.  Jjet  byej?  zeue  which  gain  seven 

modes,  huerof  saynt  Ion  spekjj  ine  ]je  apocalipse.     Yor  '''■°^"^" 

ase  zay]?  saynt  bernard.      '  Mochel  is  he  fol  /  and  ouer-  He  is  a  fooi  who 

-,/,,,,  .  _  .  ,  thinks  to  have  the 

weninde  /  pet  wy]?-oute  ouercominge  abit  to  habbe  Jje  crown  without  the 

coroune.     and  huo   wy])-oute   vi3t  :    wenjj    habbe   ])e  ^'^*^*^''-'^' 
maystrie.'    huerof  zaynte    paul   zay]?.       j)et    neure   to 
coroune  ne  ssel  come  :  fet  trieweliche  ne  vi3t.  trewe- 

liche  /  f  et  is  to  zigge  :  be  ]je  la3e  of  Jje  uelde  of  fe  y-  The  custom  in 

prouede  /  jjet  wes  y-woned  to  bye^zne  fe  ealde  manere  ^3™'^?:- 

at  rome.  ]?et  ]?e  ilke  Jjet  to  jje  uelde  him  dede  /  uor  to  He  who  desired 

habbe  los  :  ouercom  alle  fo  fet  J?e  mayster  of  fe  uelde  /  [faTtrorr^lte 
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THE    FIRST    FIGHT. 


all  wliom  the 
master  of  the 
field  sent  uguiiist 
liim. 

ThiH  master  is 
Christ,  and  he 
knowH  the  might 
of  each, 

and  supers  us 
not  to  be  tried 
above  our 
strength. 

They  that  over- 
come shall  have 
seven  kinds  of 
rewards. 


The  first  fight. 
[Pol.  53.  a.] 

The  first  fi-ht  of 
the  Christian  is 
against  deadly 
sin. 

The  bold  heart 
finds  it  an  easy 
task  to  gain  the 
victory. 


Hethatfallethin 
tliis  fight  hath 
more  need  of 
strengtli 
than  lie  that  is 
standing. 

As  the  fish  goes 
into  the  net  v.  ill- 
ingly,  so  man 
goes  into  sin, 

but  he  may  not 
go  out  of  himself. 


The  arms  of  pen- 
ance enable  man 
to  overcome  in 
this  fight. 

Three  points  to 
be  observed  in 
true  penance. 
1.  Repentance  of 
heart. 


(lede  ('0111(3  aycn  him.  j)(i  iiuiyster  of  pe  uc-kle  / 
is  Ie.su  c?-/st  /  J)(}t  asayj)  liis  ne\v(3  kny^tes  ase  hit  is 
y write  iiie  fe  hoc  of  kiwges.  })es  inayster  is  wel  trewo 
ase  zayj?  zaynte  paul.  and  kan  uol  wel  ])(-,  mi3te  of 
eclien  /  he  ne  fole))  jjet  no  vyend  ous  uondy  ouer  oure 
nii3to.  ne  now  aduersari  ous  asayli  /  fet  we  ne  nio^e 
ouercome  :  yef  we  wille])  mid  his  helpe.  pai  ine  fe  vi^t 
ous  wext  oure  strengjje  /  ase  zayf  zaynte  pauel.  Saynt 
Ion  ase  we  hahhe]?  yzed  /  toparte]?  zeue  ouercomei[n]gges. 
and  zeue  corounes.  fet  is  to  zigge  :  zeue  maneres  of 
medes  /  jjet  god  he-hat  to  fan  /  fet  ouercomef. 

})E    UERSTE    VI3T. 

])e  uerste  ui^t  fet  fe  cristene  hahhef  :  is  a-ye 
dyeadlich  zenne.  ine  fis  vi^t  neure  ne  is  ouercome  :  fet 
nele  to  sewne  co?? senti.  he  ouercomj?  fane  vi^t  /  fet  is 
wel  li3t  to  ouercome  to  J>e  holde  herte.  and  lang  and 
riotouse  to  fe  sleauuolle  /  and  to  fe  onlosti  /  fet  hyej) 
slacke  to  godes  seruice.  f  et  ne  hyej>  ne  wel  chald  he 
poer.  ne  wel  hot :  ine  fe  loue  of  god  /  ase  zayj?  saint 
Ion.  j)e  ilke  fet  ualf  an  is  ouercome  ine  fise  vi3tinge  : 
he]?  more  strenger  to  done  hi??z-zelue  to  do  arere  /  and 
hi??z-zehie  to  werie.  fawne  fe  ilke  fet  is  stondinde.  uor 
he  ne  hef  none  mi3te  .hi??^zelue  to  arere  :  hote  god 
hi???  hyalde  f e  hand  he  his  grace.  Vor  ase  viss  gej?  in  / 
he  hi??2-zelue  and  he  his  wille  in-to  Ipe  nette  :  alsuo  fe 
man  gejj  in  /  he  hi?7z-zelue  and  he  his  wylle  in-to 
zemie.  Ac  out  ne  may  he  na3t  guo  :  "wyf-oute  oure 
Ihordes  helpe  /  fet  hi??z  yefj)  hua?zne  he  wyle  /  and  fe 
armes  of  penonce  /  huerhy  he  may  ouercome  his  y-uo. 
])et  is  fe  armure  fet  J>e  apostel  zainte  paul  het  to  nime 
ine  f  ise  vi3ti7?ge  /  uor  man  on-armed  :  ne  is  na3t  worf 
ine  vi3t.  Nou  sselt  fou  conne  fet  to  fan  fet  fe  man 
hy  wel  y-armed  uor  to  ouercome  parfitliche  zenne.  hit 
hehouef  f et  he  hahhe  f ri  f ing  f et  hyef  ine  zofe  penonce. 
pe  uerste  fing  is  :    uorf enchinge  of  herte.      pe  of er : 
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ssrifte  of  mouf  e.    pe  jjridde  :    is  yno3amendenient  be  2.  siu-ift  of 

dede.      01    pme    ])ri    Jjinges    is  y-nol :    pe  lianberk  ol  3.  Amendment  in 

deeds 
penonce.      Yef  pQ  on  of  ]?ise  ])ri  j^inges  faylej?  :    ])e  if  one  of  these 

armiire   is  al  uals  /  and  he   Jjet  hit  berjj  :   ouercome.  thrarmou?iI^^^ 

Yor]?enchinge  :  acse]?  grat  zor3e  and  greate  zykinges  of  Repentance  ci 

herte  /  uor  bet  he  heb  y-wrebed  his  sseppere.     And  be  i"andeth  great 

'  -"  J   ^  J  i.  X  r       sorrow  and  deep 

more  jjet  me  him  help  y-wrej?ed  :  Jie  more  gratter  ssel  by  sighings  of  heart. 
Jje  zor^e. 

Of    pB    U0RJ3ENCHINGE    OF    KYNG    DAUIJP.  Of  the  repentance 

of  king  David. 

Jjous  norjju^te  f>e  kyng  dauij?  ase  he  zay]?  ine  ])g  sauter.  David  says  in  the 
'Ichzuynke  and  trauayliine  mine  zykinges.  andwille  wesse  wash  my  bed 
eche  ni^t  mi  bed  and  mine  conche  mid  mine  teares.'  ])e  ilke 
]?et  god  he])  y-wre])ed  be  dyadliche  ze??ne  :  he  ssel  zor3y  The  sinner  cin 
mid  dyepe  herte  /  zno  jjet  ]?e  herte  melte  al  in-to  tyeares  /  so  soiow  tiiat  ins 

!•,  j_  1-1  1        •^  •  1    heart  shall  melt 

and  m-to  greate  zor^es.   and  mid  greate  zikiDges  me  ssel  jnto  tears 
grede  to  god  me?xi  /  ase  his  fyef  /  ase  his  mansla3])e  /  and  cry  mercy  to 
ase  his  bezuykere :  J)et  he]?  ofserued  J?et  gibet  of  helle.  amuTderen^  ^""^ 
pe  zene^ere  is  godes  Jiief.  uor  fe  guodes  of  his  Ihorde  The  sinner  is  a 
f  et  ne  bye})  him  bote  ylend  uor  to  wynne.     pet  bye]? 
be  guodes  of  kende  /  and  of  Horace  I  and  of  hap.   huerof  because  he  hath 

'^  ^  \  o  /  r  foolishly  and 

him  behoueb  /  rekeninge  /  and  scele  yelde  wel  strayt-  eviuy  spent  the 

gifts  and  graces 

liche.    He  hise  he])  foUiche  y-spe?zded  ine  euele  wones  /  of  God. 

and  al  ylayd  to  an  hazard.     Efterward  he  is  mo3rrdrer  He  is  a  murderer 

.  of  the  king's 

of  ]?e  kinges  do3ter.  Jjet  is  of  his  03ene  zaule  ])et  wes  daughter,  that 
godes  do3ter  be  grace.  ])et  he  he]?  ysla3e  be  dyadlich  so'ui. 
zenne.     Efterward  he  is  godes  bezuykere.  uor  ])e  castel  He  is  a  traitor  to 
of  his  herte  /  and  01  his  bodye  /  ])et  god  h\m  hep  ytake  sold  his  soui  to 
to  loki :  he  he])  yolde  to  his  yuo  dyadlich  /  fiet  is  ]7e  *^^'^^^^^- 
dyeuel.     Wel  ]7a?me  he  ssel  grat  zor3e  habbe  Jiet  is  in 
zuich  poynt.  and  ofte  mid  his  teares  his  bed  wesse.  ])et  wherefore  the 
is  his  inwyt.  huerof  fe  uenimouse  eddre  of  helle  sest  wash  his  bed,  that 
geus.  zueche  tyeares  driue])  Jtane  dyeuel  uram  fe  herte  :  ^^'  "^  ^^^ ' 
ase  fet  bote  weter  cache]?  fiane  bond  out  of  fe  kechene.  After  repentance 
Efter  ]>Q  uorfenchinge  ssel  come  fe  ssrifte  ])et  is  J)e  guode  t^g  goodcham"^*^' 
chomberier  Jjet  clenze]?  pet  hous  and  kest  out  al  Jie  uelf»e      t^^i.  53.  b.] 
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bererthat  cleans-  mill  |)e  besiiio  of  be  toiigc.  liueiof  spekb  dauid  ine  be 

eth  the  house. 

sautere.  q  medltatw^  sum  cu\i\  co[rjde  rneo  ^'  excercehur 
Sf  scopeham  A;^>iritu?rt  meum. 


Of  Shrift. 


Of    })E    S8RIFTE. 


There  are  six  con-         Nou  onderstand  wel  hier  hou  me  ssel  by  yssriue  / 

ditions  of  shrifl. 

Jjerto  fet  be  ssrifte  by  worf  to  ))e  heljje  of  zaiile.     Jperto 
1.  That  it  be         behoue])  zix  coTidicioiis.     j)o  uerste  is  bet  hi  bi  ymad 

made  wisely, 

(a)  to  take  heed  wyslychc.  j)is  wyt  is  Ine  tuo  Jjiiig.  jjc  uerste  :  Jjet  me 
makes  shrift,        niiuc  liedc  to  huam  he  ssel  him  ssriue.     Efterwar[(l] 

huerof.  Saynt  austin  zayjj.  uor  ]?et  me  de\>  uor  te  bevly 
]?ane  dya])  of  ))e  bodie  :  me  ssel  do  uor  to  askapie  J?ane 
dyaj?  of  J?e  zaule.  ])e  zike  uor  to  be-uly  fane  dyaf  / 
and  uor  to  habbe  helfe  /  zek]?  blefieliche  jjane  beste 
fisician  and  Jane  wyziste  fet  he  may  habbe.  Alzuo 
zayf  saynt  augwstin  /  Jjet  hou  Jjet  wille  wysliche  him  be 
and  to  seek  a  good  rede  /  and  grace  auoreye  god    uynde  :    he   ssel  zeche 

confessor,  - 

zuych  ane  coTzfessour  :  fet  conne  bynde  /  and  onbynde. 

j)Gt  is  Jjet  he  conne  wel  y-knawe  zenne  /  an  Jjane  zene3ere 

one  who  hath        wel  rede.     And  bet  he  habbe  power  him  to  asoyli  /  and 

power  to  absolve 

and  enjoin  pen-      him  penonco  to  anioynj  be  fe  zenne.      Qui  wit  confiteri 

ance.  .  »  •  •  •  7  • 

j}QCcata  sua  ut  irmemat  g7riQ,mvi :  querat  saceTaotem.  qui 
sciat  ligare  ^  solueve  /  ^'C. 

(b)  Who  that  will  Eftcrfan  huo  pet  him  Avisliche  wyle  ssriue  /  he  ssel 
him  musuhink  ^^  wjUc  feuche  and  his  zeTznes  auore  fet  he  come  to 
of  his  snis  before    ggpjfte  /  and  al  Ms  herte  zeche  /  and  his  inwyt  /  hou  he 

he  comes  to  con-  '  l  >J      i 

fess  them.  ]-^gjj  gQ(-|  J  ^^(j  \^[g  yblysscdc  modcT  /  and  his   hal^en 

ywrejied.  and  mid  greate  drede  al  his  lyf  bejjenche  /  ase 
dede  ]je  guode  king  ezechie  /  pet  zayde  pus.  *  Ich  wylle 
bepenche  alle  mine  yeres  /  ine  biternesse  of  mine  zaule.' 

The  sinner  shall    pe  zcue^ere  ssel  guo  in-to  his  house  /  pet  is  in-to  his 

go  into  house,  •ttt  •! 

that  is,  his  heart,    herte.  na3t  pasmdeliche  ase  pe  logelour  pet  ne  bleip  na^t 

blepeliche  in  his  house,  uor  he  ne  hep  no  worse  hous 

and  there  he  shall  pa??ne  his  03en.     Ac  per  he  ssel  bleue  /  and  ysy  alle 

remain  and  see        -,  .      -,    o  i  r>  i  i         i  ^  i         •  i  iii 

all  his  defects,       his  dcfautes  hucrof  he  ssel  yelde  rekeninge  /and  skele 

to  god  /  an  to  his  preste.  pet  is  to  his  ssrifteuader.     An 

and  shall  think  of  sscl  pcnchc  of  liim-zclue  asc  pc  ilkc  pet  hep  day  uor  to 
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rekenv   of   his   onderiiono;i?2o;e  and  of    his  spe^idinges  the  account  to  be 

•^  ^     °  .  .  T  .  rendered  to  God. 

beuore  his  Ihorde.  panne  he  ssel  him  diligentliche 
Jjenche  beuore  /  and  izy  ]?et  writ :  of  his  inwyt.  jjet  he 
ne  faly  ine  his  rekeninge.  Vor  yef  he  failef  at  his 
rekeninge  :  god  nele  na^t  faly  at  his.     Hua^^ne  me  he]j  wiien  he  hath 

„  ,  .  ,,  ,  /,    seen  in  how  many 

dingentnche  j-])o^t  oi  his  ze?2nes  /  and  yzo^e  hou  /  and  ways  he  hath 

■I  T  Till  iiiT  wrathed  God,  and 

me   hou  uele  maneres  he  hep  god  y-\vreped.  and  hou  how  wickedly 
uelezyfe.  and  hou  kueadhche  he  he]?  yzene^ed.  and  hou  ghined"^  ^^  ^^*^ 
lowo-e   ybleft  ine  be  ze?2ne.      banne  ssel  he  him  of  al  **^^"  ^^^^^  ^® 

°       '^  *  '  hastily  shrive  him 

hastehche  ssriue.  ofaii. 

And  ])is  is  J)e  ojjer  co?2dicion  pet  ssel  by  ine  ssrifte.  2.  do  not  delay 
J)e  kyng  dauid  aros  at  midni^t  him  uor  to  ssriue  ase  he 
zay])  ine  ]je  sautere.     Onneafe  abod  he  ane  monjje  /  ne 
alhuet  half  a  yer.     And  ]je  wyse  ine  ofre  stede  ine  pe 
writinge  zayj?  pus.    '  I^e  abyd  na3t  pe  to  wende  to  god  /  Delay  is  very 

J  -  .       perilous  for  many 

ne  zech  na3t  to  lenge  /  ne  beuly.  and  na^t  ne  uerste  reasons, 
uram  daye  to  daye  /  uor  pe  abidinge  is  wel  perilous  uor 
manye  'skeles.'    Non  tardes  coiiuevti  ad  dominum  neque 
diferas  de  die  in  diem.    Suhito.  n\arri\.  ueniet  ira  ilUus  I 

'^  ^  ^       _  L        J  /  ["Foi  54.  a.] 

^  in  teiRpoie  uindicte  j^Qidet  te.     Yerst   uor   pe    con-  (a)Sinisaburning 

fire,  and  can  only 

dicion  of  zewne.  uor  zenne  is  a  uer  berninde  pet  ne  may  be  quenched  by 

na^t  by  y-kuegt  bote  be  tyares  of  ssrifte.     And  mochel 

ssolde  he  by  fol  pet  ze3e  his  hous  berne  :  pet  nolde  an 

haste  yerne  to  pe  wetere.     Efterward  zenne  is  wel  grat  (^)  ^'"  ^^  ^  ^^^'^^ 

sickness,  and 

ziknesse  :  and  pe  ssrifte  is  pe  medecine.     And  uorzope  shrift  is  the  medi- 
he  praizep  lite  his  helpe  /  pet  him-zelue  yzi3p  zik  al  to 
pe  dyape  /  and  na3t  ne  wilnep  zone  to  by  hoi.     Efter- 
ward pe   dyap    pet  is  yredy  /  and  oueral   aspip    pane  (c)  Death  may 

ovGrtSiKG  too  siH" 

zene3ere   /  him   ssel   sterie    zone   him    to    ssrive.    uor  ner  before  he  has 

.  .  shriven  himself. 

he  not  ne  pane  time  /  ne  pane  day  /  ne  pe  oure : 
hua?ine  pe  dyeap  ssel  come,  pet  ofte  ondernimp  pane 
zene3ere  huer  he  ne  nimp  none  hede.  And  uorzope  huo 
pet  wyste  huet  day  he  ssolde  sterue  :  he  hine  wolde 
ag?'6«ypi  ase  zone  ase  he  mi^te.     Efterward  yef  pe  zene2-  (^)  The  sinner  is 

■*  ^  ^  _  _  ^     in  great  peril  in 

ere  y-zi3p  wel  pet  peril  huer  hit  is  :  uor  he  is  ine  pe  the  prison  of  sin, 

PT,,,in  the  throat  of 

pr^sone  of  ze?me  /  me  pe  prote  of  pe  lyone  of  helle  /  theiionofheii. 
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and  of  ])e  dragoime  pat  hii/i  wyle  uorzucl^e  /  ho  woldo 
(e)  Delay  may  oc-  gi'edc  to  god  he  ssiifte  ozG  zoHG  azG  hc  nii3te.    Efterward 

casioii  the  Iosh  of 

everiastint?  life,     yei  he  yze3e  pa  greate  guodes  fet  he  het'  uorlore  he  his 

zewne  /  pe  guodes  eurelestinde  /  and  pa  guodes  gosthche  / 

his  time  /  and  him-zeUie  /  fet  al  may  hahhe  ayen  ho 

ssrifte  :  mochel  ssolde  he  hy  fol  hote  yef  he  him  hastede 

(/)  Tiie  mercy  of    to  hahbo  hit  ayen.     Efte/'ward  Jjo  merei  of  god  Jjet  him 

the  sinner's  door    ahyt  /  and  ssofj)  at  liis  doio  /  aze  zayj)  pe  apocahpso  : 

shrift.  '^^  '""  '^    ^^  ssel  him  hasti  to  ssriue.     Vor  azemoche  aze  god  ahyt 

more   fane  zene3ere  :  pe  more  he   him  smit   Jje  more 

fellaker  :  hua/xne  he  hi?7i  jzi^p  onlosti  and  sleauuol.    Ase 

pe  ssyetere  /  pe  more  fet  he  dra^t  his  ho3e  :  pe  harder 

he  smit.    And  uorzofe  he  hej?  his  03ene  ho3e  y-hent  and 

adra3e  /  ase  zayj?  pe  sautyer  /  uor  to  sla3e  fane  zene3ere  / 

(g)  He  who  delay-  |)ote  yof  he  him  ne  wytye.     Efterward  be  ilke  bet  late 

eth  shrift  oft  "^  *^    *^  r  r 

forgetteth  his  ham  ssriuof  /  uoryet  ofte  his  ze?2nes  /  zuo  f  et  onnyeaf  e 
hit  beualf  fet  he  by  wel  y-ssriue,  uor  he  uoryet  manye 
zeTznes  /  huerof  he  neure  him  ssel  be-fenche.  and  zuo 
him  ne  ssel  neure  uorf  enche  /  ne  neure  by  ssriue.     and 

3  Shrive  openly,    uq^  jg  ^q  ]^^  -^gj  cpp^t  peril.     Efterward  hua?^ne  he  is 

clearly,  and  ■*  or 

nakedly.  bcuore  his  ssriftouader  /  he  ssel  hivi  ssriue  openliche. 

fet  is  to  zigge  f et  he  ssel  zigge  his  zewnes  clyerliche  and 
nakedliche  /  zuo  f et  f e  ssriuere  izi  openliche  fe  herte  / 

As  the  sick  man     and  bo  onderstondi?20[e  of  him  bet  him  ssrif  b.     Yor  be 

must  make  ^  ...  .    . 

known  his  sick-  ziko  ssol  ouwri  liis  zikucsse.  uor  oferlaker  f  e  fizicien  ne 
sieianifhewouid  may  na3t  wel  werche.  ne  pe  leche  ne  may  na3t  werche 
mid  pe  zike  /  bote-yef  he  yzi  his  wonde.  And  f  eruore 
zayf  boeice  fe  wyse  /  fet  '  yef  fou  wilt  fet  pe  leche  J?e 
hele  :  hit  be-houef  fet  fou  onwri  fine  wonde.'  j)Siniie 
pe  truont  f  e  ssel  teche  to  by  ssriue  /  f  et  ssewef  hare 
pouerte  and  hare  ziknesse/and  dof  f  etuo[u]leste  beuore/ 
so  must  the  sin-     -j^ior  to  habbo  be  elmesse.    Alzuo  ssel  be  zene^ere  onwri  / 

ner  show  his  sins  ^  . 

for  to  have  mercy,  and  sscawy  his  ze7?.nes  :  uor  to  habbe  merci.  an  fis  is  fe 

f  ridde  co^zdicion  f  et  ssel  by  ine  ssrifte.     Efterward  f  e 

4.  Shrive  wholly,    zene3ere  him  ssel  ssriue  yhollyche  /  f  et  is  f  e  uerf  e  con- 

great  and  small.'     dicion.     Yor  he  sscl  zigge  alle  his  ze7?nes  /  and  greate 

and    smale  /  and    f  e    aboutestondinges    of   f  e    zeiines. 
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hanne  ssel  he  uerst  yzy  be  zeiie  dyadliche  ze?ines  /  of  Teii  first  the 

seven  deadly  sins, 

liuyclien  we   habbe]?   aboue  y-speke.  and  yholliche   of 

eclien  h.i7n  ssriiie  be  ban  bet  he  hi??i  y-uelb  gelty.  no  bing  Excuse  not  thy- 
self, noi'  accuse 
to  hele  /  no  j^ing  wyjjzigge.    na3t  him  to  defendi.   ne  others. 

ne?ine  ojjrenne  wraye.     And  Ipus  him  ssrof  daiiijj  J}et 

zayde  ine  ])e  sautere  '  Ich  wylle  me  ssriue  and  ich  wille 

zigge  alle  mine  ze?znes  aye  me.'  na3t  of  ojjren  /  ne  ay  ens 

oJ)ren  ase  do))  )>e  ypocn'tes  /  f)et  do]?  jiet  uayreste  wyj?-  Be  not  as  the 

.  -  hypocrites,  that 

onte  /  fet  telle]?  hire  guodnesses  /  and   wryej)    nare  hide  their  sins, 

kueadnesses.   and  wrayef   pe  ofre  /  and  ferof  ])et  hi 

bye]?  mest  ham-zelue  gelti.  tiet  y-zyeb  het  mot  ine  ]?e  that  see  the  mote 

.  .  in  others'"  eyes, 

o]?res  e^e  /  and  ne  yzye]?  na3t  ]?ane  refter  ine  hire  o^ene  but  see  not  the 

.  1         n        /  1     i     rafterin  their  own 

e^G.     Zuyche  weren  ]?e  larizeus  oi  fe  godspelle  /  pet  eyes. 
zayde  his  guodnesses  /  And  onwor]?ede  ]?ane  publycan 
|)et  mildehche  byet  his  bryest  ine  ]?e  temple  /  and  him- 
zelue  demde  beuore  god  /  and  zo^te  merci :  and  zede. 

*  Lhord  god  haue  merci  of  me  zenuoUe.'    And  pus  him 

ssel  deme  he  zene^ere  be-uore '  god  /  na^t  iior  to  lessi  his  '^^^^  sinner  shaii 

'  ^  o        /         y  j^Q^  ^j.y  |.^  lessen 

ze/ines  /  ac  nor  to  mori  and  we^e  wy])Oute  lyeasinge.   ws  sins  before 

God. 

Efterward  ])e  ssrifte  ssel  by  yhol  /  na^t  to-deld  ine  uele 

ssriiieres.     Vor  me  ssel  zigge  al  to  onen.  na^ftl  o  del  to  One  must  confess 

to  one  shriver, 

onen  /  and  ]?et  o]?er  del  to  an-o]7ren.  nor  god  ne  tak]?  none  and  not  to  many. 
hede   of  zuiche   tales.     Efterward  me   ssel  zigge  na^t  Confess  not  only 

thy  sins,  but  the 

onlepiliche  be  zerines  /  ac  Jje  aboutestondinges  alle  bet-  circumstances 

that  increase 

more]?  ]?e  zeiines.  Yor  ]?e  ze?2ne  is  gratter  ine  one  ma^^ne  :  them. 
l?a?ine  ine  ano]?ren.  ase  ine  man  of  religion  :  l?a?2ne  ine  ^i"  ^^  greater  in 

*  *  o  J-  Qjjg  person  than 

ane  seculer.  and  ine   ane  p^'elat  :  ba^zne  ine  ane  lo^er.  another— more 

heinous  in  one 

ine  ane  greate  Ihorde  :  ]?anne  in  ane   simple  ma^zne.  place  than  in  an- 

Efterwnard  /  hit  is  more  ze?zne  ine  one  stede  :  ]?arme 

ine  ano]?ren.     Ase  in  holi  cherche  /  o]?er  ine  o]?er  holy 

stede.    Efterward  ine  one  time  ]?a7^ne  in  an-o]?re  /  ase  in 

lenten  /  o]?er  in  ane  he3e  messedaye.    Efterward  hua/^ne  and  worse  at  one 

.  time  than  an- 

me  zene^e]?  wytmdeliche  /  me  zene3e]?  more  yno3  /  ]?a72ne  other. 
onknawyndliche.  Efterwar[d]  me  ssel  zigge  ]?e  coTidicion  ^'^^^  *^i^.  condition 
of  ]?e  ze?2ne.  uor  hit  is  more  zemie  ine  wyfman  yspoused  / 
]?a?^ne  in  ane  sengle.  o]?er  ine  man  /  o]?er  ine  wyfman  of 

^  bo -uor  e  in  MS. 


170 


OF   GHOSTLY    AND    FLESHLY    THOUGHTS. 


and  whether  the 

Biit  he  un  unnutu- 
ral  uiie. 

Say  how  often 
thuu  liast  fallen 
into  8in,  and  how 
long  thou  hast 
remained  therein. 


Confess  whether 
thou  hast  resisted 
sin, 

and  relate  the 
cause,  the  man- 
ner, and  the 
temptation. 

Aftei'wards  one 
shall  pass  on  to 
the  limbs  where- 
with one  hath 
sinned. 

(Shrift  must  be 
made  of  "  ghostly 
and  fleshly 
thoughts,") 


[Fol.  55.  a.] 


Take  heed  first 
to  the  head, 
whereon  one  set- 
teth  great  value, 
as  do  ladies  who 
curiously  deck 
themselves  out. 


who  make  great 
horns  of  their 
hair, 

and  who  wash, 
comb,  and  pore 
into  mirrors. 


Men  are  not 


religion,  iiie  aiie  prestu  ofor  in  uiie  dyaku^.  uor  jjc 
ho3ere  fet  byej)  ]70  hodes  :  fe  gratte[r]  is  ]?e  zerino. 
Efte/'ward  yef  Jje  zenne  is  a-ye  kende  /  ojjer  kendeliche. 
Efterward.  hou  ofte  he  he))  yualle  into  ze?me  /  and  hou 
longe  he  he]?  y-Lleiied  ))erine.  Eftervvard  me  ssel  zigge 
yef  he  ne  he)?  na^t  }^03te'aye  fe  uondinge.  o))er  yef  he 
he))  y-porchaced  fe  ze/aie.  ojjer  yuo3te  ine  fe  uondinge. 
Vor  fer  bye]?  some  ]?et  ne  abide]?  na3t  ]?e  uondinge  /  ao 
his  porchace))  /  and  zuo  hi  ualle]?.  Efte?'ward  /  pe 
cause  and  J?e  uondinge  j?et  com))  to  do  ze?zne.  me  ssel 
zigge  and  alle  ]?e  ofre  causes  /  and  fe  aboutestondi?zges 
J?et  mo3e  mori  ]?e  zenne. 

Eftenvard  me  ssel  zigge  and  yerne  by  fe  lemes 
huermide  me  he)?  y-zene3ed.  Verst  me  ssel  guo  to  ))e 
herte  /  and  zigge  his  Ipo-^tes  huyche  )?et  hi  by  /  ofer 
ulessliche  /  o)?er  gostliche.  Gostliche  :  ase  aye  ]>o 
byleue  /  o))er  of  ydele  blisse  /  o)?er  of  enuie.  ofer  of 
wre))e.  o]?er  of  ofre  jRsmere  huerof  )?er  is  to  moche.  ])e 
ulessliche  belonge)?  to  lost  /  an  to  ^vylninges.  zuo  me 
ssel  wel  loki  ine  alle  ]?ise  J?03tes  yef  ]?er  is  co^zsentinge  / 
o)?er  lang  bleuinge  ine  )?e  lostes  /  )?et  is  oJ?erhuil  ase 
moche  wor)? :  ase  to  consenti.  And  of  alle  zuiche  )?03tes 
he  ssel  hi??z  ssriue. 

Efterward  /  me  ssel  nime  yeme  /  yef  me  he)?  y- 
zene3ed  be  ]?e  lemes  of  fe  bodie.  uor  me  kan  zene3i  ine 
uele  maneres.  Yerst  be  ))e  heauede.  hueran  me  zet  ofte 
grat  cost  /  ase  do]?  ]?ise  leuedis  /  )?et  zuo  curiouseliche 
agray)?ej?  hire  heaueden  mid  preciouse  agray)?inges  uor 
klene  ydele  blisse.  uor  to  liki.  and  uor  to  dra3e  zewne. 
Hueruore  hi  zene-^e]>  ofte  kueadliche.  and  namehche  ]?o 
)?et  make)?  zuo  greate  homes  of  hare  here  /  o]?er  of  ofren  / 
)?et  hi  semble)?  wel  fole  wyfmen.  Yno3  )?er  is  of  ydel- 
nesse  aboute  hire  heaued  /  to  kembe  /  to  wesse  /  ine 
trossinge  /  an  ine  sseweres  pouringe.  huerof  god  mochel 
him  wrepe]?.  Of  fise  ydelenesse  /  ne  bye)?  na3t  quitte 
)?e  men  )?et  do)?  zuo  grat  payne  ham  to  kembe  and  to 
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poiiri  iiie  sseaweres  and  iiie  hare  here  wel  to  croki  an  to  wholly  free  from 

this  vice,  for  they 

bleiie  be  strengjje  /  to  jjan  ])et  hi  hab be  uayr  doriiot  /  also  pore  fnto 

/  iP'i  11  mirrors,  and  take 

|)et  IS  me  tokne  oi  kueadnesse  /  and  oi  zmche  ydeienesse  great  pains  to  curi 

T  .  Ill  •  their  hair. 

hi  ssolie  ham  ssrme. 

Efterward  me  ssel  yerne  to  jje  vif  wittes  of  ]je  bodie  /  Look  to  the  five 
huerbyme  zene^elp  ^  wel  ofte.  oJ?er  be  Ipe  e^^en  ine  fole  zi^j^e.  thereby  ^one^sin- 
ofer  be  pe  yearen  ine  folliche  to  hiere  /  and  y-here  blejje-  "j^^Jq^i^^j^JJ^  ^^^ 
liche  be  miszio-geres.  and  be  blonderes.  and  be  scorneres.  the  ears  in  foolish 

r  on  r  t  hearing,  by.the 

and  J3e  lye3eres.  and  ojjre  folyes.    Ojjer  be  ]?e  mon]?e  /  ine  mouth  in  evu 
folhche  to  spekene.  ine  to  moche  ethe  /  and  to  moche  the  nose  in  de- 
drinke.  Oj^er  be  ]je  nase  /  ine  to  moche  \n.m  to  liky  in  smeiis," 
guode  smelles.     Ojjer  be  fole  takinges  and  inhoneste-  by  foul  handling, 
liche  /  oj^er  ine  him-zelue  /  ofer  ine  his  wyue.  ]}et  he  he]), 
ojjer  ine  ojjren  ]?et  wors  is  /  bi  hit  man  /  bi  hit  wyfman. 

Alsuo  he  liim  ssel  ssriue  of  mochel  liede  ]jet  me  dej?  Also  shaii  one 

...  shrive  him  of  a  too 

me  ssredmge  to  bedde  and  to  regge  /  and  hosimge  and  great  regard  to 

ssoinge.  and  of  alle  ojjre  Jiinges  jjet  he  be]?eng]).     And  amibaS,  Ls'ing, 

jjous  is  ]7e  ssrifte  y-hol  hua/zne  me  zay])  alle  ]}e  lackes  ^^'^^^'s- 
greate  and  smale.     And  J?is  is  jje  uerjje  co?^dicion  :  jjet 
ssel  by  ine  ssrifte. 

])Q  vifte  ccTzdicion  zuo  is  J^et  me  ssel  by  y-ssriue  5.  shrift 

mildehche.   nor  ]je  zene^ere  spekjj  to  god  fet  jzi^])  his  weekly!  ^^  ^ 
herte.     ))amie  ]?e  ssriuere  ne  is  bote  jjet  yeare  of  god. 
and  ]?et  ha  yherj?  /  he  not  na^t  ase  man :  ac  ase  god. 

And  jjeruore  ssel  ])e  zene3ere  him  mildi  ase  moche  ase  Theshriver  is  an 

ha  may  beuore  god  /  and  zigge  his  ze^nies  mid  greate  Therefore  shall 

drede.  and  ssel  his  ze^znes  alle  keste  out  touore  him  /  th^  sUmer  confess 

/     his  sms  with  great 

ase  zayb  be  writiT^sre.     Ase  me  belt  uol  a  pot  of  wetere.   ^^^^^'     ,     ,  „ 

'J  J    i  '^^  ^  and  as  water  shaU 

huawne  j^et  weter  is  y-sset :  jjer  ne  blef]?  no  colur.  ase  ine  ^®  ^^^t  '^^"^  '^'^t. 

melk.  ne  smel  ase  ine  wyn.  ne  smac  :  ase  ine  hony. 

Alzno  me  ne  ssel  of hyealde  of  ]?e  ze/me  ze]7]?e  he  hit  he]) 

yzed  ine  ssrifte  /  ne  ])et  colour  /  Jiet  is  ])e  kueade  manere  He  must  let  no- 

,  .  ...  thing  remain  that 

])et  me  he])  yhet  /  o])er  me  speche  ofer  me  zi3j)e  /  o])er  has  the  colour  of 
ine  kueade  uela^rede  to  uol^y  /  ofer  ine  ofre  finge  fet  Afterwards  he 

T_    1         1  i?  -T?x>i.  J  1  1    i.      I  1      must  forsake  the 

he])  colour  01  ze?2ne.     Mterward  me  ssellete  fane  smak  « smack  "of  sin 

1  MS.  ^ene^e^ 
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uikI  never  think 
pleuHuntly  ut'  his 
paut  sins. 


[Fol.  55.  b.] 
He  shall  thin){  of 
his  sins  with  {^reut 
dread,  sorrow,  and 
shame. 

He  shall  after- 
wards fly  from 
the  "  smell,"  and 
listen  no  more  to 
sinful  speech. 


6.  Shrift  must  be 
made  often,  for 
many  reasons. 


a.  To  ensure 
greater  purity  of 
life. 

b.  For  the  abso- 
lution of  "venial " 
sins." 

e.  To  drive  away 
the  devil. 


d.  To  learn  to 
shrive  well,  for 
practice  makes 
perfect. 

e.  To  prevent  for- 
getfulness  of  our 
sins. 

/.  Because  one 

knoweth  not 

whether  shrift 

has  ever  been  well 

perfomied. 

y.  To  get  greater 

meed  of  God, 


h.  To  bethink  of 
sins  unconfessed. 
[Vif]pinges  destor- 
be]>  ssrifte.] 

Five  things  de- 


of  zc'//ue.  yet'  he  ot'lmlt  ]?ane  smak  of  Z(  //iii;  pat  ]>eng]) 
of  |j(j  ze/nie  pat  he  \ntp  y-do  /  luid  hi//<  lyke])  wel  ine 
fc  po^to,  and  is  ypayd.  Ac  hu  ssel  Jjenche  of  his  ze?me8 
mid  greate  drede  and  mid  greate  zor^e  of  herte  /  and 
him-zehie  ssende  ine  hi//i  zelue  /  and  habbo  greate 
ssaine  to-uore  god  /  and  uest  wil  Jjet  neuremo  to  ze/aie 
ne  ssel  wende  ayen  Jja^  me  ssolde  hine  al  to-heawe. 

Efterward  me  ssel  lete  and  be-iily  Jjane  smel.  \)eY 
bye]?  zome  fet  wel  uorlete])  pe  ze?2ne  :  ac  blejjelichc 
hi  heref  Jjerof  speke.  Ac  he  jjct  him  wel  uorfingj?  : 
he  ne  ssel  na^t  Jjerof  yhere  speke  /  fet  he  ne  ssolde 
habbe  wlatiinge. 

j)e  zixte  coTzdicion  fet  ssel  by  ine  ssrifte  is  /  fet  me 
ssel  ofte  by  yssriue  nor  manie  skeles.  Verst  /  uor  to 
zeche  pe  more  grace  of  clennesse  /  ase  fet  line  clojj  pet 
is  y-huyted  be  ofte  wessinge.  Efte/'ward  uor  pe  zennes 
nenials  huerine  me  ual]?  ofte.  and  huo  fet  ofte  hi?/i 
beuelf  :  ofte  he  lii??i  ssel  wesse.  Alsuo  ase  hit  behouejj 
ofte  pet  ssip  Ihade  out  pet  weter  pet  alneway  gep  in. 
Efterward  uor  to  cachie  and  uerri  pane  dyuel  uram  hi??i. 
})e  uo3el  \iim  uerrep  blepeliche  uram  parmes  huer  me 
brekp  his  nest,  and  uram  pa?mes  huer  me  him  benimp 
liis  eyren.  Efte?'ward  /  uor  to  lyerni  him  wel  to  ssriue. 
uor  wone  :  makep  maister.  ase  hit  ssewep  ine  pise  opre 
creftes.  Efterward  /  uor  pet  me  uoryet  ofte  pe  zennes  / 
peruore  me  ssel  ofte  by  y-ssriue  and  telle.  Efterward  / 
uor  pet  me  not  yef  me  hep  wel  yby  yssriue  /  oper  uor- 
penchinde.  zuo  me  ssel  ofte  winne  ayen  /  pet  me  hep 
lesse  yno^  y-do.  Efte?nvard  /  hi?w-zelue  pe  more  uor  to 
bou^e  /  and  uor  to  habbe  pe  more  mede  of  god.  ))eruore 
me  acsede  ane  abbotte  /  hueruore  he  him  ssrof  zuo  ofte. 
and  he  ansuerede  /  '  peruore '  he  zede  /  '  pet  ich  habbe 
alneway  drede  /  pet  icli  ne  am  na^t  wel  y-ssriue.  Efter- 
ward /  ich  me  bepenche  ofte  of  some  pinges  pet  ich  ne 
habbe  na3t  yzed.  and  peruore  pet  be  pe  ssrifte  ich  me 
arere  alncAvay  pe  more  milde.' 

ISTou  best  pou  ylierd  hou  me  ssel  by  j^-ssriue.  nou 
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jiovL  sselt  y-wyte  jjet  vif  finges  specialliclie  destorbe])  stroyeth  true 

.^  shrift. 

zope  ssrinpe. 

pQ  vierste   is   ssame.  j?et  he  lie  dar  na^t  zigge  his  i.  shame,  which 

prevents  confes- 

zewne  uor  ssanio  /  and  jjet  de])  pe  dyeuel  /  Ipet  mm  zet  sion. 
beiiore  be  ssame  /  hi^n  uor  to  ssette  bane  moiib.  ase  deb  The  devu  acts 

■^  '  .  .  like  the  thief  who 

]je  )»yef  ]>et  f»raiij)  jjane  httle  bal  in-to  jje  hondes  ]?rote  throws  a  little 
jjet  he  ne  ssel  na3t  berke.     Vor  of  ziiyche  kende  is  IpQ  hound's  mouth,  to 
ilke  Jitel  bal  :  jjet  make]?  fane  hond  domb  huawne  me  barkin™  ^'^^ 
hit  ]?raw]}  in-to  Ipe  jjrote.     Ac  pe  zene3ere  ssel  j?enche 
fet  Ipe  ssame  pet  me  he])  ine  pe  ziggenge  of  pe  zenne  :  is  The  shame  of 

-i-ip  11  111         1-1        confession  is  a 

grat  del  ol  pe  amendmge.    li,ite?'ward  he  ssel  blepeliche  great  part  of 

i-i  Tj.i?  j.T„ii  J.  amendment. 

drinke  a  hte  ot  ssame  :  uor  to  beuly  Jje  greate  ssame. 

J7et  Ipe  zene3eres  abide])  ate  daye  of  dome  hua?2iie  ech  of 

pe  wordle  ssel  yzi  his  03ene  ze?2nen.     jpet  o])er  ])ing  is  2.  a  wicked  fear 

wycked  drede  uor  to  do  greate  penonce.  fa/me  pe  dyeuel  ance. 

del?  in-to  be  eare  of  be  zene^ere  :  '  bou  ne  mi:jt  na^t  lete  some  sinners  are 

^  ....  like  the  horse 

Ipiiie  woiies '  /  zuich  uolk  is  y-lich  Ipe  horse  pet  hep  drede  that  is  afraid  of 

of  liis  ssede  /  and  uorzo])e  hit  ne  is  bote  ssed  al  ])et  me 

may  do  of  penonce  ine  ]7ise  wordle  /  to  pe  zi3])e  of  pe 

pine  of  helle  /  o])er  of  p?«rgatorie.     pe  ]7ridde  /  kueade  3.  wicked  love  of 

,/,,,-,,,.  ,  T        I   sin,  that  maketh 

loue  /  pet  pe  dyeuel  hep  zuo  fiane  zene3ere  uorzoke  /  thesinner  to  sleep 

fet  he  loue])  zuo  his  lost  /  ])et  he  hit  nele  lete.  zuo  I'^JnelnWsmth. 
pengp  ])et  uor  na3t  he  hi/?2.  ssrif]).  zuo  he  slep])  ine  his      ^^^  ^^  a  -| 

ze??ne  :  ase  dep  ])et  zuyn  ine  pe  wose.     ])e  ueipe  ])ing  4.  Hope  of  long 

life 

is  /  hope  of  la??g  lif.  ])eruore  pe  dyeuel  zajp.     '])ou  art 

yong  man  /  ])ou  sselt  libbe  lo??ge  /    Arere  pe  /  and  do 

])i  wyl  /  ])ou  sselt  wel  come  per  to  pe  to  ssriue.'     Ac  he  whereby  the  sin- 

ne  zi3])  na3t  pane  dynp  ]3et  him  wayte])  /  and  ])et  hine  ^eath, 

wile  nime  :  rabre   hanne  he   ne  wene.     Yor   god   bet  t^^^t^ii^^i^^ 

J  J  n  r         sooner  than  he 

behot  uoryeuenesse  to  hi?7i.  ])et  uor])ing])  :  he  ne  behat  weeneth. 

him  na3t  to-mor3e  /  ase  zay]>  saynt  gregorie.     ]3eruore 

be  dyeuel  playb  ofte  mid  be  zene^zere  ase  deb  be  cat  mid  ^he  devii  plays 

>         ''  rjr  r  7  r  r  ^,jj.j^  ^.j^^  sinner 

pe  mous  ])a?^ne  he  his  he])  ynome.  and  hua?2ne  he  he])  as  the  cat  doth 

11  11-         ji  '^j^      vi\i\\  the  mouse. 

mid  hire  longe  yplayd  :  panme  he  his  eth.     pe  vilte  5.  Despair. 

])ing  is  /  wanhope  huerine  pe  dyeuel  dep  pane  zene3ere. 

Ac  he  ssolde  ])enche  fet  god  uoryef))  li3tliche  to  ham  /  think^thaTaod^is 

12* 


so 
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moro  wiiiiiij?  to      Jjct  uor|)iiig]?.   uiid  iiiure  is  blu|)L*liikur  uor  to  yeue  uor- 

forgivo  than  we  ,  i.        i     • 

to  ask.  yeuenesse  :  pawne  w^e  uor  to  aksi. 


Of  amendment 
(penance). 
Amendiiii?  must 
be  made  by  fast- 
ing, alms,  and 
prayers. 

He  must  obey  the 
Bhriver,  as  the 
sick  man  his  phy- 
sician. 


The  sinner  has 
to  fight  against 
bin. 


1.  And  first 
against  the  deatli 
of  sin, 

which  may  be 
overcome  by  pen- 
ance. 


2.  The  second 
fight  is  a  wrestling 
with  one's  own 
heart,  as  to  pen- 
ance and  what 
life  to  lead. 


Some  are  over- 
come in  this 
battle. 


for  they  are  as 
the  weather-cock, 
that  turneth  with 
the  wind. 


3,  Tlie  third 


Of  YN03BOTE. 

After  ))e  ssrifte  com)?  yno^bote  /  fet  is  Jje  amendinge 
fet  me  ssel  do  bi  ])e  wille  /  and  bi  fe  rede  of  fe  ssriuere  / 
]?et  ssel  deme  fe  amendes  be  fe  geltes.  ofer  ine  uest- 
inges.  ojjer  ine  elmesse.  ofer  ine  benes.  ofer  ine  ojjre 
fiinges  /  ase  be  fan  |)et  fe  zewne  acsef.  And  Jje  zike 
ssel  ble})eliche  bou3e  to  jje  fisicien  uor  to  habbe  heljje. 
And  fet  guode  cbi[l]d  dejj  blefeliche  Jje  beste  of  liis 
uader  gostlich  uor  f  e  guod  of  his  zaule. 

Nou  best  J)OU  yberd  ])e  Jjri  ))inges  fet  helejj  ])et 
hauberk  of  penonce  huermide  god  arme])  his  newe  kny^t 
uor  to  ouercome  fet  vi3t  fet  he  hef  aye  zenne.  And  he 
ssel  ouercome  Jiise  vi^tinge  :  he  ne  he])  hede  of  |?ane 
o])rene  dya]?  /  ase  zayf  sayn  Ion.  pe  uerste  dyaj)  of  ])e 
zaule  is  ])e  dyaj>  of  zenne  fet  me  ouercome))  be  penonce. 
huerby  me  askapef  fane  ofrene  dyaj)  fet  is  fe  dyaf  of 
belle  fet  sterue  ne  may.  ])et  is  fe  uerste  bo3  of  fe 
trawe  of  prouesse.  Huo  fet  ouercome])  fane  vi3t  /  he 
ouercom])  ane  o])rene.  Hua?2  fe  man  him  uorfingf  of 
bis  zewne :  ])ane  com[])]  fer  a  neweVrestli?zge  to  his  03ene 
herte  huet  penonce  he  ssel  do  /  and  huet  lif  he  ssel  lede. 
amid  uele  fer  bye])  zuyche  fet  ine  ])0  vi3t  bye]?  ouercome. 
Vor  ase  god  zay])  ine  his  spelle.  nou  [h]y  leuef  /  nou  hi 
misleue]).  nou  hi  wylle])  /  nou  hi  ne  wylle]).  nou  hi  pro- 
posent  /  nou  hit  is  betere.  ))eruore  hi  byef  ase  fe 
wedercoc  fet  is  ope  ])e  steple  /  fet  him  went  mid  eche 
wynde.  Ac  hua^zne  fe  man  serue])  god  and  strengjtef 
his  herte  ine  his  guode  wille.  ])a?2ne  if  fe  ilke  vi3t  ouer- 
come. an  ])a?2ne  make])  him  god  Strang  and  stedeuest 
ase  a  pos[t]  ine  his  tein^le  /  fet  is  holy  cherche  /  ase 
zayf  saint  Ion.  fis  is  fe  ofer  ouercominge  and  ])e  ssepe 
J)et  he  him  kepf. 

Efter  fise  wrestlinge  comf  f e  fridde  /  pet  fe  ma?^ 
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hep  to  his  03ene  ulesse  /  pet  mocliel  him  playnejj  and  wrestling  is  with 
gi'ochejj / hua^me  hi'  begin]?  to  uele  pe  harnesses  and  pe        [^  he?} 
smertnesses  of  penonces.    and  mochel  ha  vi3t  nor  to 
come  ayen  to  his  yealde  wones.     pet  nles  is  jjet  kueade  ^jii^,,  resisteth 
wyf  huerof  spekjj  salomo.  jjet  huo  pet  mest  dep  hare  p^"^"^®- 
wil:  be  worse  hi7n  is.    and  be  more  hi  is  ayen  hi??^. 

^  -^  '^  [Fol.  56.  b.] 

And  huo  jjet  him  let  ouercome  be  his  ulesse.  he  is  ine  He  who  is  over- 
come by  his  flesh 
a  wel  zor^uol  ]?reldome  and  wel    vil.     And    ])et   wes  is  in  sorrowful 

betokned  ine   samson  ])e  stronge  /  jjet  uor-jjan  Jiet  he  and  that  was  be- ' 

111-  T  ri  ■,  11'      tokened  in  Sam- 

let him   ouercome  be  ane  wyima?zne  :  he  uorleas  his  son  the  strong, 

her  of  his  heauede  huerinne  wes  his  greats  strengjje.  ^ndeyef  of  ws^^^' 

and  be  e^en  of  his  heauede  :  and  be  strenej be  of  his  !\^^'^i  ^®  ^^^^  ^^ 

•»  -^  r  or  the  strength  of 

bodie.    and    uil    into    pe   honden    of  his   yuo   /   fet  ^isbody. 

him  deden  grinde  ate  querne  ssamuoUiche.     Al  jjis  dej? 

pe  dyeuel  gosthche  to  pam  pet  him  let  ouercome  be  his 

ulesse.  Huo  bet  berne  vi^t  ouercomb'  god  him  behat  be  „,,^  ^, 

'        f^  ■>  r     G  ■»       ['  MS.  ouercom^] 

huyte  robe  of  chastetee  and  of  innocence  /  ase  zayj)  pe 
apocalipse. 

Efter   bise   ui3tinge    comb    be   wordle    and    dame  5.  After  this  fight- 

.  ing  Cometh  the 

fo  rtune  mid  al  hare  hue3el  /  fet  asayle]j   jjane  man  a  world,  ana  dame 

ri^t  half  and  a  left  half  /  fet  hjep  tuo  wel  greate  ^heei. 

vi3tinges  huer  moche  uolk  is  ouercome  a  ri3t  half  and  a 

left  half  /  ase  zayjj  pe  sauter.     Yor  more  is  Strang  pe 

uondinge  Jjet  com]?  of  worjjssipes  /  of  richesses  /  of 

lostes  :  jjet  pe  dyeuel  byet  /  and  dej)  beuore  :  panne  by 

pe  ilke  pet  com]?  be  aduersete  /  ase  of  pouerte  /  of 

zycnesses  ]?et  god  zent.    And  be  ilke  bet  ouercomb  bane  Heovercometh 
•^  r      G  r  r  r  r         this  fight  who 

uerlje  vi:2t  :    pet  is  huo  pet  uli^b    and  onworbeb  mid  despiseththe 

.  T  yr  T    r  world's  honour. 

herte  pe  wor])ssipe  of  pe  wordle.  god  him  behat  worji- 
ssipe  and  he3nesse  ine  heuene.  Vor  he  him  wyle  do 
zitte  mid  him  ine  his  trone  /  ase  zayp  pe  apocalipse. 
To  him  bet  ssel  ouercome  bane  vifte  vi^t  pet  is  aleft-  '^^  ^^"^  ^^^  ^^^' 

/  /  7      X  overcome  adver- 

half :  ]7et  is  aduersete  of  fise  wordle  :  god  him  behat  pe  ^^^^' 
ma^zne  bet  is  y-hed.   Ijet  is  be  greate  zuetnesse  an  be  ^^*^  ^^^'^  p^'°*  , 

J  'J  i  J       c>  r       mised  the  great 

greate  likinge  of  23«radis  /  ]?et  non  ne  hi/??  may  benyme.  sweetness  of  Para- 
Vor  be  pe  ma7?ne  J?et  wes  zuo  zuete  /  ]?et  ech  uand 
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6.  Tlie  sixth  fight 
is  a<;uinst  the 
wicketliiess  of  tl»e 
world, 


against  the  limbs 
of  Antichrist, 


the  destroyers  of 
martyrs  and 
Christian  men. 
['  MS.  bouore.] 
The  limbs  of  this 
beast  (Antichrist) 
are  wicked  princes 
and  rulers. 


He  who  trusts  in 
God  shall  over- 
come this  fight, 
and  all  his  foes. 


[Fol.  57.  a.] 

The  devil  assails 
the  good  man  by 
vanity  and  pre- 
sumption. 


Lucifer  fell  low 
on  account  of  his 
pride. 

Wherefore  a  man 
should  be  cau- 
tious, 

for  the  ship  is 
often  destroyed 
close  by  the 
haven. 


zuych  siiiac  :  ase  he  woldc,  is  onderstonde  /  jje  groate 
zuetnesse  /  J)et  greate  lost  /  fet  god  horde))  /  and 
wytej?  /  U)  liam  })et  ouercoine])  ]}e  aduersetes  of  ))ise 
wordle.  })e  zixte  vi^t  ))et  is  wel  Strang  /  is  a-ye  ]>e 
kueades  ])et  hyej)  ine  pise  wordle  /  jjet  hyej)  j)e  lemes  of 
anticrist  pet  werrej)  jje  guode  men  be  hare  stre/igpe  / 
ase  deden  ine  ealde  time  pe  tjTans  pe  martires  /  Jje 
eretiks  :  pe  giiode  cristene  men  /  and  ssolle  do  ine  pe 
ende  of  jje  wordle.  pe  lemes  of  anticrist  pet  ssolle  werri 
zuo  pe  guode  cristene  /  pet  onneape  ssel  by  eny  pet  dor 
by-knawe  pet  by  cr/sten  /  uor  pe  strengpe  of  anticrist 
and  of  his  lemes.  j)et  is  pet  best  pet  sayn  Ion  yze3  pet 
Averrede  pe  hal3en  hiierof  we  habbep  beuore*  yspeke. 
j)e  lemes  of  pise  beste  ham  sseawep  nou  ine  kiieade 
prmces  /  and  ine  kueade  ouerlinges  /  pet  be  hare  greate 
couaytise  /  defoulent  and  be-uleap  /  and  ethep  [h]  are  on- 
derlinges  /  zuo  pet  pe  guode  men  pet  byep  onder  ham 
habbep  yno3  to  polye  /  and  yno3  of  zor3es  /  and  of 
greate  misual.  Ac  pe  ilke  pet  al  nimp  ine  polmodnesse 
ase  dede  iob.  and  him  lefp  al  ine  god  :  ouercomp  pis 
\d3t.  and  to  pan  pet  hit  ouercomp  /  god  him  behat  pet 
he  hiin  vryle  yeue  mi3te  /  oner  his  yuo  /  ase  zayp  zaint 
Ion  ine  pe  apocalipse.  Efter  alle  pise  vi3tinges  comp 
pe  laste  pet  mest  is  Strang.  Vor  pe  dyuel  pet  mochel 
is  kueduol  /  and  sotil  hua?2ne  he  yzi3p  pet  pe  man  is 
ychue  ope  pane  hel  of  perfeccioun.  and  he  hep  alle  pe 
ui3tes  beuore  yzed  ouercome.  pa?2ne  he  asaylep  him  be 
ydele  bli^se  and  be  presumcion.  Vor  him  pingp  pet  he 
is  a  wel  guod  man  /  and  wel  mid  gode  /  uor  pet  he  hep 
zuo  moche  y-do  /  and  ypoled  uor  him.  Hueruore  he 
ualp  operhuil  uram  zuo  he3e  :  zuo  lo3e  /  ase  dede 
lucifer.  And  peruore  hit  is  grat  nyed  /  pet  pe  man  by 
wys  /  and  yiver  him  uor  to  werie  uram  ydele  blysse  pet 
makep  pe  efterwarde.  Vor  ine  pe  ende  /  lip  ofte  pe 
accombringe.  and  nyxt  pe  hauene  :  spilp  ofte  pet  ssip  / 
pet  gep  zikerliche  ine  pe  he3e  ze.     jperuore  hit  behouep 
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pet  lie  agrayj?!  his  zayl  /  pet  is  his  onderstondinge  to  j^e 
hauene  of  helpe  /  pet  is  to  lesiis  crist  /  be  pe  wynde  of 
stedeiiest  loue  /  and  of  grat  wylninge  of  god.   ])is  is  pe  Let  the  soul  be 

.   guided  by  the 

ende  of  ri3tuolnesse  /  hiierof  we  habhe])  aooue  yspeke  /  windofsted- 
jjet  com]?  of  pe  jefpe  of  strengj^e  /  and  of  pe  m?'tue  of 
prowesse.  aze  pe  gnode  kni^t  and  orped  /  j^et  hejj  giiod 
herte  and  hardi  /  and  hep  y-by  ine  uele  Jjrestes  mid  The  good  knight, 

,  ,  .  .  desiring  to  exhibit 

grat  wil  /  and  grat  honger  to  ssewy  ms  strengj^e  me  his  sidu  and  coui- 

,  ,.  ...  I    1  •  ii-  1    age,  obtaineth  re- 

torneme?^s   ojjer  me  vi3tinges  /  him  nor  to   alosi.    and  ^^^^^^  i„  the  tour- 

iiorzojje  huo  ]?et  he]?  grat  loue  of  god  and  grat  honger  /  »^*»e'^'^- 

and  grat  wilninge  of  his  helj^e.  he  ouercomjj  li3tlyHche 

Jiise  laste  vi3t.    Vor  he  nele  ne  na3t  iie  wylnej?  ine  J?ise 

line  bote  fet  is  to  pe  worjjssipe  and  to  pe  blisse  of  god  / 

and  heljje  of  his  zaule.  And  huo  ]?et  J)is  ui3t  ouercomj)  /  He  who  over- 

OOTTlPtll  t^lllS  lust" 

he  win]?  pe  mede  liuerof  saint  Ion  spek  /  huer  ]?et  oure  fight 

Ihord  zayde  ine  pe  apocahpse  /  '^to  him  ]?et  ssel  ouer- 

come.  ich  Avylle  him  yeue  to  etlie  of  pe  trawe  of  line 

]?et  is  amidde  paradys.'   ]?et  is  lesu  crist  ]?et  jefp  lyf  shall  receive  the 

,..,/,  ,  ,,  ,,  Til  •  IT  S^^^  of  everlasting 

eurelestmde  /  huer  by  alle  pe  hal3en  lib  be]?  me  pe  blisse  nte, 

of  paradis  and  bye]?  alle  nolle  and  uolueld.     And  ]?et 

is  pe  bhssinge  ]?et   ouxe  guode  mayster  behat  ine  his 

spelle  to  his  guode  kni3tes  hua/zne  he  zede.   'yblissed 

bye])  ]?o  ])et  habbe]?  honger  and  poist  of  ri3tuolnesse'  / 

}?et  is  of  god  to  serui  and  to  louie  /  uor  hi  ssolle  by  and  be  mied  with 

uolueld  of  pe  frut  of  pe  trawe  of  Hue.     j)et  is   pe  ende  tre^e  of  \ife. 

and  pe  guodnesse  of  ]?ise  mVtue  pet  is  ycleped  prowesse 

huerto  ous  lede  pe  jefpe  o  streng]?e. 

Of    ])E    YEFJ^E   OF    RED  /  AND    OF    UJiJTUE    OF    MERCL         Of  the  gift  of 

counsel  and  of  the 

Ase  pe  holy  gost  yef]?  streng]?e  and  wyl  of  greate  ^'""'^"^  of  mercy. 
]?inges  to  onderuonge  :  alsuo  he  yef]?  red  /  huerby  me 
com]?  to  guode  heauede  and  to  guode  ende  of  ]?et  me 
nim]?  an  hand.     j)et  is  a  grat  grace  ]?et  pe  holy  gost  The  gift  of  couu- 
yef]?  /  ]?et  is  ycleped  pe  yef]?e  of  red.  huerby  pe  man  he]?  grace  of  the  Holy 
grat  bezyinge  /  and  grat  be]?enchinge  in  pet  he  njmp  itguidethman 
an  hand.     And  fet  he  ne  by  to  hastif  ine  his  niminges.   ^"^^'' 


l^t 


SEEK    GOOD    ADVICK. 


Hasty  counsel  ia 
followed  by  re- 
pentance. 


This  grace  show- 

eth  itself  in  three 

ways. 

1.  To  seek  good 

advice. 


Folk  fall,  says 
Solomon,  for 
want  of  counsel. 


Beware  of  false 
advisers,  and  ask 
no  counsel  of 
fools. 

Seek  advice  of  the 
old  and  experi- 
enced. 


Eehoboam  lost  a 
great  part  of  his 
kingdom  through 
following  bad 
advice. 


He  who  hath  this 
gift 

is  not  easily  led 
astray  by  the 
counsel  of  others, 


but  foUoweth  only 
good  advice. 


Vor  ase  zayjj  J?c  filozofe  /  *  greute  Jjinges  bycf  y-do  /  na^t 
be  strengjjo  of  l)0(lie  ne  ha  amies :  ac  be  guod  red.' 
And  anojjer  ziio  zayjj  jjefc  liette  socrates  /  J)et  '  of  hastif 
red  :  hit  uorjjingj)  efte[r] ward.'  and])eruore  zayjj  salomow. 
*  Xe  do  na3t  wy]j-oute  guod  red.  and  efter  })e  dede  hit 
ne  ssel  na3t  j)e  uor]?enche.' 

\)is  gracG  him  ssewej)  ine  man  ine  fri  maneres. 
Yerst  to  zeche  blefeliche  guod  red.  \)ovlb  redde  tobye  / 
his  zone.  *  Vayre  zone '  zayJj  he  /  '  zech  euremo  red  of 
wyse  men,'  And  Salomon  Jjus  zay]?.  '])er  no  guod  red 
ne  ys  :  ]jet  uolk  to-ual]?  /  and  is  al  onzauwed.  ac  bi  is 
wely  -holpe  llua7^ne  fer  is  moche  guod  red  wj\)inne.^ 
'Ac  loke'  fe  zajlp  Jje  ^VTy tinge  '  uram  kueade  rederes.  and 
ne  akse  no  red  at  foles  /  uor  hi  ne  louief  /  bote  fet 
ham  HkeJ).  na^t  fet  payef  god.'  Alsuo  tekj?  ]je 
writinge  /  fet  me  ssel  zeche  red  ate  yealden  /  and  na3t 
mid  jje  yonge  Ipe  ne  byejj  na3t  yproued  ine  nyedes.  Ac 
mid  fe  yealde  fet  habbe])  yzo^e  and  yproued  fe  ]?inges  / 
f et  is  fet  wyt  /  and  fet  red.  Yor  ]?an  \>et  roboam 
salomo?2nes  zone  /  uorlet  Jjane  red  of  f  e  yealden  guode 
men  /  uor  fane  red  of  yonge  :  he  uor-leas  J?et  gratteste 
del  of  his  kingdome. 

Efteward  /  huo  fet  he))  ])ise  yeffe  /  he  onderzck]? 
]je  redes  J^et  me  him  yefj)  /  and  feng])  mid  greate 
bejjencliinge  :  ]?et  is  grat  bezyinge  :  yef  me  him  ret 
wel  /  and  treweliche  /  na^t  li3tliche  yleue  to  Jje  rede  / 
ojjer  to  Jje  ziggenge  of  one  ma?zne  /  ne  of  tuaye  /  hou 
moche  fet  hi  by  his  priues  /  and  his  urendes.  Huerof 
seneke  zede.  jjet  'wys  man  examene])  ])e  redes  /  and  ne 
ylefj)  na3t  li3tliche.  uor  fe  ilke  f et  ylef)?  H3tliche  :  uint 
ofte  ])et  me  him  gyle  J)  /  and  misret.'  Eftenvard  /  huo 
]?et  f  is  yeff  e  hej)  /  he  ho^lp  to  guod  red  ])SinTie  he  hit 
he]?  yuounde.  Yor  na3t  he  zekjj  red  /  f  et  ne  he]?  no 
•\Yyl  to  do  la3e.  Huerof  Salomon  zay]?.  Jpet  'hit  ]7ingJ) 
to  ])e  fole  pet  he  is  ine  ri3te  waye.  Ac  pe  wyse  zayj?. 
on  red  is  to  zigge.  uor  ]?e  ^vyse  bou3])  to  guod  red  /  fet 
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be  foles  onworjje]}.'  jpe  meste  profitable  red  Jjet  me  may  which  fools  de- 
habbe  /  is  be  red  of  oiire  guode  maistre  lesu  crist  Ipet  is  The  most  profit- 

'         ^  1  1         J    ^^^®  advice  is  that 

be  w;y^sdom  of  god  jje  uader  of  buam  com]?  al  guod  red  of  our  good  Mas- 

5         -,  -.  I  ,       '^^       ■,    1   •     ■,  1       i?  ter,  Christ. 

[and]  ous  breng]?  nram  heuene  /  jje  like  fet  is  Ipe  angle  ot 
red  /  ase  zayj?  Ipe  AYriti?7ge.  ]?et  is  Jjet  red  jjet  lie  ons  yefjj 
ine  his  spelle  liua?2ne  he  zede.  '  yef  fon  wylt  by  parfit : 
giio  and  zel  al  jjet  ])0U  hest  /  and  yef  hit  ])e  poiire  uor 
godes  loue.  an  com  efter  me  /  and  J70u  sselt  habbe  grat 
hord  ine  heuene.'  Yzi3  and  Jjench  huo  yef  J)  ]?ane  red. 
uor  bet  is  ase  zayde  be  wysdom  of  god  be  uader.   be  He  is  the  angei  of 

-"  counsel, 

angel  of  red  /  J>et  is  zo]j  god  /  and  zoj?  man  /  j^et  com  true  God  and  true 

1/1  1      1^     T        1  man ; 

ine  erjje  ]>&  uor  to  rede  /  and  ])e  uor  to  teche  fane  way  ^ho  came  on  to 

-,    ,  ..  ,,  .,  T        1     J     '       1       the  earth  to  teach 

and  J?ane  ri^te  pe]j  to  guonne  into  paradis.  pet  is  pe  man  the  way  to 

pejj  of  pouerte  /  huerby  let  fe  holy  gost  fo  ])et  he  ah^t  Paradise, 

of  J?e  yefjje  of  red.     Zolp  hit  is  Jjet  ine  o]jre  manere  / 

and  be  o])re  waye  hi  mo^e  ham  soui.  ase  be  Jje  waye  of 

])e   hestes    of    cure   Lhord   lesu    crist    loki :    ase    ine 

spoushod  /  ojjcr  ine  wodewehod  /  and  ine  richesses  of 

j>e  wordle  hua?^ne  me  his  uzejj  wel.  Ac  ]je  holy  gost  be 

]?e  yeffie  of  red  /  let  and  dra^]?  uor]?  more  ri^tuolHche 

and  more  zikerliche  be  pe  pejje  of  zojje  jDouerte  /  huer-  by  the  path  of 

true  poverty. 

by  me  onwor])e]j  and  dejj  onderuot  Jje  wordle  and  alle 
couaytyse  /  uor  jje  loue  of  god. 

l^es  yefjje  of  red  bestrepj?  \)e  zenne  of  auarice  and  of  Sltlroylth""" 
couaytise  /  and  zet  a  wel  uayr  trau  /  bet  is  be  u/rtue  of  avarice  and  covet- 

'  'J  I    f  J  ousness,  and  pro- 

nierci  /  bet  is  zor^e  and   bolemodnesse  of   obremaTine  motes  sorrow  and 

patience. 

kuead  /  and  of  ojjremaTzne  misdede.     j)et  trauhejj  zeue  The  tree  of  mercy 

1  r>  1  hath  seven  steps, 

stapes  huerby  hit  wext  and  prontef.'    pet  bye])  ]je  zeue      [Foi.  58.  a.] 

iii»  J  '    I         -I  111^'°''  tliere  are 

pmges  pet  mocne  ledep  man  to  merci  /  and  to  habbe  seven  things  which 
Jiolemodnesse  of  olpre  ma?zne  kueade.     J5et  uerste  ])ing   ^^    °  mercy. 
]?et  ssel  man  sterye  to  merci  :  is  kende.  uor  ase  zay])  ])e  i-  Nature. 
boc  Ipet  spek})  of  kende  of  bestes.   '  no  uo3el  ne  eth  of  No  fowl  eateth 

n^       •        pi'i         i»-np  i  mi  i         another  of  its  own 

ojjren  yef  he  is  of  his  kende.      Efterward  ])e  like  zelue  kind, 
boc  zay]).  ]pet  'on  mere  disn^lp  uor]?  ]pet  colt  of  ano])re 
hua?ine  hi  is  dyad.'  Efterward  me  he])  moche  yzo3e  and 

1  US.porJite\> 
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OUU    PAUENT8  :     CiUD    AND    TIIK    ClIUHCH. 


The  wolf  protec't- 
etli  'tor-cast'  cliil- 
dteii  from  other 
beasts, 

wherefore  a  man 
shouhl  pity  the 
sin  of  another  of 
his  own  Ivin, 


2.  Grace. 

We  are  all  limbs 
of  one  body,  and 
one  limb  natural- 
ly bears  with  an- 
other. 

We  are  all  bought 
with  one  price, 
with  the  blood  of 
Christ. 


We  are  all  child- 
ren of  one  Fatlier, 
by  belief  and  by 
grace. 


8.  The  Scriptures 
exhort  us  to  be 
meixiful. 


The  oil  feeds  the 
fire  in  the  lamp. 
The  lamp  is 
mercy. 

As  the  oil  up- 
riseth  in  the 
lamp  above  all 
other  fluids, 
so  does  mercy 
above  all  other 
virtues. 


Wlien  mercy  fail- 
eth  the  love  of 
God  faileth. 


yproued  /  and  is  ine  Jjo  Loc  yuonde.    ))et  ])e    woliies 

dni3i']j  nor])  |ju  cliildren  Jjet  hy^tj>  uor-kest  /  and  were*}) 

his  nrani  opva  bestes.     Wei  ssel  ))a?me  a  man  liabbe 

l)ite  /  and  J)oleniodnesse  of  ])e  kueade  of  pa  ojjre  ])et  is 

hiw  anlich  ine  kende.    \)et  alle  we  hyep  of  one  kende  / 

and  of  one  ssepfe.  and  to  one  uorbisne  yamd  /  ase  a\  c 

habbe])  y-zed  be-uore.     j)e  ofer  fing  J)et  ssel  man  dra^o 

to  merci  /  and  to  jjolemodnesse  of  o])re  marine  kuead  / 

pet  is  grace,  uor  alle  we  bye])  lemes  of  o  body  /  ])et  is 

of  holy  cherche  be  grace,  and  o  leme  hep  kendeUche  of 

ano])ren  :  ])olemodnesse.     Efterward  alle  we  byef  wi]?- 

bo3t  of  one  zelue  pris.  ])et  is  mid  pe  blisuolle  blode  [of] 

lesii  crist  fet  he  ssedde  uor  oiis  ine  pe  rode  /  ous  uor 

to    Avif-begge   lU'am  pe  dya])e    eurelestinde.       Hua?zne 

godes  zone  wes  })a?me  zuo  reujieuol  /  zuo  uol  of  merci 

auoreye  ous  :    wel  ssolle  we  habbe  Tenpe  /  and  ])ole- 

modnesse  pe  on  of  pe  ofre.  helpe  /  and  soucouri  pe  on 

pe  ofer.  Efterward  /  alle  we  bye])  children  of  [on]  uader 

and  of  moder  be  byleaue  and  be  grace,  uor  we  hjep 

godes  cliildren  and  of  holy  cherche.   and  pe  on  broker 

ssel  helpe  pe  o])ren  :  pSLnne  he  jzi^p  his  niede.  uor  ate 

niede  :  me  jzi^p  liuet  pe  urend  is.     pe  ])ridde  fing  ])et 

ssel  moche  man  sterie  to  merci  :  is  pe  heste  of  pe  holy 

writinge.  fet  rede])  and  bote])  pe  workes  of  mersi  aboue 

alle  o])re  workes.     Huerof  pe  wise  Salomon  zayf  /  'y- 

wyte  J)e'  zay])  he  /  '})et  ])in  heued  ne  by  na3t  wi])Oute 

oyle.'     Yor  be  oyle  is  y-uor])ed  ])et  uer  ine  pe  lo??zpe. 

and  ine  lompe  is  onderstonde  merci  fet  ssel  by  euremo 

ine  ])ine  heuede  /  J)et  is  ine  herte.     And  al  ase  pe  oyle 

op  arist  ine  pe  lompe  /  alle  pe  ofre  woses  :  alsuo  merci 

alle  pe  ofre  mVtues.    An  alsuo  ase  pe  oyle  norisse])  and 

loke]?  })et  uer  ine  pe  lom-pe.  and  hua?2ne  hit  faile])  :  J)et 

uer  is  y-kuenct.   alzuo  hua??ne  merci  faylej) :  pe  loue  of 

god  faile]) :  ase  saynt  Ion  zay]).   '  Huo  ])et  yze^e  liis  brofer' 

zay])  he '  habbe  niede  and  mezayse  /  and  he  [ne]  him  jefpe 

[sset]  pe  dore  of  his  herte'  /  fiet  is  to  zigge  /  'huo  fet  ne 
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lieb  reube  and  him  ne  lielpb  yef  he  may  /  liou  is'  he  God's love  is  not 

,  i»  Jiim  that  lielp- 

zayb  /  '  godes  lone  ine  him  ? '  /  ase  yef  he  zede  /  j^et  ne  eth  not  his 

^-r  TO  ••nil-  brother  in  his 

may  na3t  by.      Vor  Ipe  oyle  oi  merci  is  y-ialed  me  ]?e  need, 
lompe  of  his  herte, 

Efterward  be  guode  tobie  to^te  his  zone  /  and  zayde  The  good  Tobie 

.  n  ^  taught  his  son  to 

pus.     '  Vayre  zone  bi  merciuol  as  fe  nii3t.  yet  jjou  hest  be  merciful  and  to 

yno3  of  guode  :  yef  largehche.  and  yef  ]?ou  hest  hte  :  ^^^^  ^^  "^^  ^' 

of  fo  litle  yef  gledhche.'     And  oure  Lhorde  lesu  crist  Christ  said, "  go 

zayjj  ine  his  spelle.   'guo  zay])  he  and  zel  al  j^et  j}ou  hast,  and  give  it 

hest  /  and  yef  hit  J^e  poure.'  jjet  is  Ipe  mVtue  j^et  jje  holy  ^    ^P^or. 
writinge  ret.  more  generaUiche.     Vor  fet  is  jje  u^-tue 

jjet   god   mest   is    mid  ypayd    ase   zay]?    j?e   writinge.  [Foi.  58.  b.] 

Huer-of  god  zay  J?  be  ]?e  profete.   '  ich  wille  he   zay]?  AsGodsaitii,  «i 

merci :  and  na^t  sacrifice.'  and  saint  austin  fus  zay]>  /  andnotsacrmce." 
j)et  '  ]?er  ne  is  no  Iping  ])et  make})  man  zuo  by  beloued 
mid  god  :  asepite.'    Vele  men  make])  to  god  sacrefices  / 

of  uesti^zges  /  of  peregrmages  /  of  ssarpnesses  of  bodye  /  ^^J".^  ™*'"  ^^® 

ac  uor  to  do  elmesse  /  hi  byeb  straite  and  wrechchen.  f^st  and  perform 

pilgrimages,  but 

Efterward  fer  bye]?  manie  men  to  huam  god  he]?  large-  sparing  of  their 

liche  y-yeue  of  timhche  guodes.  and  make]?  sacrefices 

na^t  to  erod :  ac  to  be  dyeule  /  ober  to  be  wordle  /in  Many  men  so 

■>  ^  r         J  I      r  r  l  foolishly  spend- 

]?et  hi  despende]?  foUiche  hare  guodes  ine  ydelnesses  ing  their  money 

^  offer  sacrifices  to 

uor  host  of  ]?e  wordle  ac  uor  to  yeue  uor  god  :  hy  bye]?  the  devu. 

harde  ase  an  [di]  aymont. 

Efterward  ase  merci  likeb  to  god  alsuo  hit  ne  likeb  ^^^^y  is  dis- 
pleasing to  the 
no]?ing  to  ]?e  dyeule.     Vor  ]?et  is  ]?e  armure  huer-by  he  devu, 

is  be  rabre  ouercome  /  ase  zayb'a  glose  ope  ]?e  sautere.  for  it  is  the 

-"^  ■"  '  u  J         <^  ±       J  armour  whereby 

Vor  he  ne  may  naat  bolye  J7ane  guode  smel  of  be  ilke  he  is  soon  over- 
come. 
smerieles   namore  ]?a/me  ]?e  boterel  ]?a?2ne  smel  of  ]?e  He  cannot  endure 

.  1      X     T  1  *^^  smell  of  the 

Vine.      Zuycn  smel  ne  mi3te  na3t  J  udas  ]?olye  ]?o  pe  ointment  of 
magdalene  smerede   lesu  cristes  uet  mid  pe   p/'ecious  such  smeii  Judas 

•   1  -vTi-ii.tj.i-i  J-  1  1    could  not  abide. 

smerieles.  Vor  him  po^te  pet  hit  wes  ]?iiig  uoiiore.  and 
he  betere  louede  ]?et  zeluer  ine  his  porse  be  his  couay- 
tise.     Of  zuiche  uolke  is  Ihord  a  dyeuel  and  niayster.  '^^^^  lord  of  the 

..^^^.^  '^  "      .  unmerciful  IS  the 

bet  is  ine  helle.   bet  is  y-cleped  :    ssette-pors.   bet  an  ^''^^^'  ^^^^^  ^^ » 

./.  ...,^_.  -  -^  ./  r  r     .     .r  very"sliut- 

hermite  y-ze3  /  ]?et  zede  j?et  he  hedde  ]?et  mestier  uor  to  purse." 
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4.  The  liberality 
of  our  Lord. 
God  givetli  liber- 
ally to  all, 
forthesuiishineth 
upon  the  good 
and  the  evil, 


wherefore  we 
should  be  kind 
and  courteous  to 
one  another. 


The  son  should 
be  like  the  father. 


The  merciful  are 
God's  sons. 

5.  The  honour  of 

God. 

He  who  honours 

God  will  do  good 

to  the  poor. 


The  poor  are  the 
little  household 
of  our  Lord. 


He  who  honours 
the  poor,  honours 
God, 


as  was  seen  by 
St  Martin,  who 
gave  his  mantle 
to  a  poor  man. 
[Fol.  59.  a.] 


6.  The  dread  of 

doom. 

Doom  without 

mercy  shall  be  to 

those  who  do  not 

the  Avorks  of 

mercy. 


ssette  \>Q  porses  of  fe  wrechclien  /  Jjet  hi  ne  ssoUc  "by 
open  to  do  elmesse. 

J?e  uerjje  |)ing  fet  ssel  man  sterie  to  merci  /  is  ))o 
greato  largesse  of  oure  Ihorde  /  Jjet  yafp  largelichc  to 
alien  /  be  fet  /  Jjet  hy  bye]?,  ase  zayj)  saint  lacoh.  and 
make)}  Jje  zonne  ssine  ope  J?e  guode  /  and  ope  J?e 
kueade  /  ase  he  zayJ)  ine  his  spelle.  Vor  Jjarzne  hno 
jjet  is  zuo  large  to  ous.  nor  he  ous  yefj)  al  \>et  we 
habbej)  of  guod  :  we  ssolle  by  large  and  cortoys  /  jje 
on  /  a-ye  Jje  ojjre  /  and  helpe  J?e  on  /  fe  o])re.  uor  Jjiis 
he  ous  hat  ine  his  spelle  fo  he  zede.  '  bye]?  uol  of  merci 
ase  youre  uader  is.'  fe  zone  ssel  by  ylich  j?e  uader  ojjer 
he  is  onkende  be  zaynte  peter.  And  ])eruore  zayde  fe 
wyse  ine  fe  writinge.  'by  merciuol  and  reu]?euol  to  fe 
iiaderlyese  /  ase  hire  uader  /  and  hire  moder.  and  Jjous 
J)ou  sselt  by  godes  zone.' 

])e  vifte  fing  fet  ssel  man  sterie  to  merci  /  is  :  worf - 
ssipie  god.  Yor  ase  zayjj  Salomon.  ])e  ilke  worjjssipef 
wel  god  oure  Ihord  :  J)et  def  guod  to  fe  poure.  uor  Jjet 
me  ham  dej)  :  me  hit  dep  to  god  /  ase  him-zelf  hit  wyt- 
nessej?  ine  his  spelle.  'j)et  Jjou  best  y-do  he  zay])  to 
onen  of  mine  poure  :  Jjou  hit  best  y-do  to  me.'  j)e  poure 
bye])  fe  little  mayne  of  oure  Ihorde.  yef  ]?ou  worjjssipes 
Jje  pouere  pou  worfssipes  god.  Yor  huo  pet  worfssipej? 
]je  mayne  :  he  Avorssipef  fe  Ihordes  sergont.  and  huo 
fet  dej»  ssame  to  fe  maine  :  he  dejj  ssame  to  fe  sergond. 
Of  fisen  we  habbej)  uayre  uorbysne  ine  mine  Ihorde 
sant  martin  to  huam  god  him  ssewede  ])e  ni3t  efterward 
fet  he  todelde  his  mentel  to  J)e  poure  /  and  wes  beue- 
alde  ine  ])e  mentle  /  and  zede.  to  liis  angles.  '  Martin 
yet  nou  y-primsened  me  he  J)  yssred  mid  ])ise  clofe.' 

j)e  zixte  fing  fet  ssel  moche  sterie  ane  man  to 
merci :  is  fe  dred  of  dom.  Yor  ase  zay])  saint  iacob. 
'  dom  wyf-oute  merci  /  ssel  bi  do  to  ])an  :  pet  ne  de]) 
workes  of  merci.'  Yor  ase  god  zayde  in  his  spelle. 
'  Huawne  me  com])  to  pe  dome  /  pe  dom  ssel  by  yeue  aye 
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bo  bet  ne  habbeb  y-do  pe  workes  of  merci.'  uor  god  God  wiu  turn  the 

.  deaf  ear  to  the 

ham  wile  do  pet  dyaue  eare.  and  ferof  nit  ne  is  no  unmerciful. 

wonder  /  to  ]?an  pet  anhaste  make]?  ham  dyaue  to  pe 

poure  /  ase  hit  ssewej?  ine  pe  godspelle.  ine  pe  uorbisne  This  Christ  show- 

/        ,  ,      1       ,  1  ed  us  in  the  par- 

ol pe  ricne  ma?2ne  /  pet  onworpede  pane  lazre.  uor  pet  aWe  of  Dives  and 

he  him  wernde  his  elmesse  :  god  him  wernde  ane  drope 

of  weter  /  pev  he  wes  ine  uere  of  helle.     Alsuo  to  pe 

fole  may  denes  fet  ne  liedde  non  oyle  ine  hire  lompen  / 

god  ham  ssette  pe  gate  of  pe  sposayles  /  and  ham  zede. 

ich  not  huo  y[e]  bye]?,  zuo  fet  hy  hleiten  wy]j-oute.  j)\is  The  covetous 

,  ,,"  p,  ,,  lii        shall  not  find  the 

he  ssei  do  ate  day  oi  dome  to  wrechchen  and  to  pe  way  to  Paradise 

couaytous  /  fet  ne  ssolle  habbe  pe  ledinge  of  nie[r]ci  /  ^    ^°^^  ^^' 

])et  let  pe  zaules  in-to  paradis  /  and  ham  make]?  way  to 

comene  to-uore   god.  ase   zay]?    pe   wrytinge.    ase   me 

make])  way  and  onde]?  pe  gate  ble]7eliche  to  ]?an  ]7et 

breng])  uayr  present.    Vor-zo])e  ari^t  acorsed  ssel  by  ]?et  but  cursed  shall 

they  be  that  turn- 

urawi  reu]?e  went  pane  reg  at  ])o  daye.      Vor  god  ssei  ed  their  backs  on 
yeue  dom  wel  dreduol  /  ]7et  ssel  by  zuo  uest  and  euo  ^^^^^' 
stable  /  and  uor  alle  time  y-cor<^fermed  /  ne  neure  ine  chnst  shaji  give 

,  doom  as  a  king, 

none  time  wjpcleped.  pes  dom  yzed  beuore  /  ssel  he 
do  ase  king,  psume  ssel  he  keste  his  greate  manzinge 
as  pe  he^e  bissop  an  souerayn  pope.     Yor  king   he  is  :  and  cursing  as  a 

,  ,  .  ,  .  TT        1  11       high  bishop  and 

and  bissop  /  ase  zayp  pe  writmge.      V  or  he  nom  kende  sovereign  pope, 
of  man  of  kinges  'kennd  /  and  of  bisssoppes.     ])e  ilke  for  He  took  the 
amanzinge  sel  by  ope  alle  fo  uolke  /  ]3et  ssole  by  a  left-  king,  and  of 
half  /  non  ne  worp  uorbore.     ])et  ssolle  by  pe  kueade  This^cursing  shall 
huiche  he  ssel  miszigge  uor  hare  on-trew]7e.  and  pus  he  J^g^iiand^^  ^"^  *^^^ 
ssel  ham  zigge.     '  Guo]7  ye  acorsede  in-to  pe  greate  uere  "Go,"heshaii 
eurelestinde  ine  helle  pe  stinkinde  /  and  fyesterness  of  into  everlasting 
ssed  /  fet  is  agrayjjed  to  pe  dreduolle  dyuele  /  and  to  the'dTvu  ami  hS 
his  uela3es  /  J?et  habbe]?  ymad  his  messages.'     A.  alias  /  ^*^^^*^"'^- 
Jjes  dom  p^  hit  by  wel  ssort  :  uov-zope  hit  ssel  by  wel  This  doom  shau 
zor^uol  and  hard.     HuaTzne  he  his  ssel  wreke  out  oi  his  rowfui. 
uela^rede.     Mochel  is  to  drede  zuo  harde  to-dehnge. 

J)e  zeuende  fing  fet  ssel  moche  man  sterie  to  merci :  7.  The  seed  of 

^  1  o      J   '        -i-i  11/  T  '      «iercy  beareth 

IS  a  zed  ])et  betere  make])  irut  me  Ihene  land  /  ])a?^ne  hit  good  fruit. 
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Mercy inuUipiioth  ^\^J  jne  uette.   Hon  merci  iniiltii)li<;b  bo  timliche  L'uodes. 

temporiil  riches.  a        /    j^  o 

hyer-(jf  we  liaLbeJj  uele  uayre    uorbisnen.    huerof  icli 

willo    hier   zome    telle.     Me    ret  of  saint  germain  of 

St  Germain  had      aiiceme.     ))et  bo  he  f'Oiii  iiram  rome  /  ate  out-guoinge 

given  all  his  n  ^ 

money  to  the  of  iiielaiie  he  aesede  at  oneii  of  his  diaknen  yef  he 
hedde  eny  zeluer.  and  he  ansuerede  })et  he  ne  hedde 
bote  jjri  pans,  uor  say[n]t  germayn  hit  hedde  alyeue  to 

except  three  pence  pouren.     banne  he  him  het :  bet  he  his  ssolde  yeue  to 

retamed  by  one'  '  -»  "^ 

of  his  deacons,       he  poiiie.  HOP  ftod  hedde  yno2  of  ^node  huerof  he  hise 

who  was  told  to       ^      ^  °  J        y  o    ^ 

give  tiiein  also  to  uedde  uor  fane  day.  j)e  dyacne  mid  greate  pine  and 
The  deacon  gave  mid  greate  gpochinge  yeaf  ]?e  tuaye  pans  /  and  of  hild 
away.^"^"^*^  ])ane  jjridde.  j)e  sergont  of  ane  riche  kni^te  him 
bro3te  ane  his  Ihordes  haf  tuo  hondred  pans.  ])o 
St  Germain  dis-     clcpede  he  liis  dyacne  and  hba  zede  /  J)et  he  hedde 

covered  the  fraud    t  ,  ipiiii 

by  receiving  two  benomo  pe  poupc  ane  peny.  and  yei  lie  hedde  yeue 
S'ehuSd  IP^'^^  fridde  peny  to  ]>e  poure  :  fe  kni3t  him  hedde 
E/""'""^"'^'  yzent:  ])ri  hondred  pans. 

Eft(^rward  me  ret  ine  ]?e  Ij^ie  of  Ion  pe  amoncr  Jjet 

wes  zuo  ycleped  uor  fe  greate  elmesses  Jjet  he  dede. 

A  rich  gentleman  A  riclie  ientilman  wes  y-robbed  of  bieues  /  zuo  bet  hi?/^ 

was  robbed  by  . 

thieves  of  au  that  ua^t  ne  blefte.  He  hi??2  com  to  playni  to  ]?e  uorzede 
and  he 'complain-  ma??.ne.  and  he  hiin  zede  his  cas.  he  hedde  greate 
Almoner^  whcT  Teufe  f erof.  and  het  his  desspendoure  f et  he  him  yeaue 
ardTo^'\vrhiin^^'  ^^jf^^i^^  pond  of  gold.  j)e  speiidere  be  his  couaytise  ne 
fifteen  pounds  of  ygr^f  ^^q^q  yy£  ^.n  liaste  a  gentil  wymman  wodewe 
but  the  servant      zente  to  be  uore  yzede  Ion  /  uif  hondred  pond  of  gold. 

gave  onlj'  five. 

A  gentle  widow      j)o  he  clepede  his  spendere  /  and  him  aesede  hou  moche 

hundred  pounds,    he  hedde  y-yeue  to  fe  kni^te.  he  ansuerede :  vyftene 

pond.     ])&  holy  man  ansuerede  :  fet  nay.  he  ne  hedde 

, ,   ,  , , , .        bote  vyf.  and  huanne  he  hit  wiste  /  be  ilke  zelue  bet 

and  he  told  his  '^  '    -»  ■» 

servant  that  if  he  \-^{^  hedde  ouderuouge  /  zuo  zayde  to  his  spendere.   bet 

had  given  the 

15  pounds,  our      yef  he  hedde  y-yeue  f  e  viftene  pond  Ipet  he  hedde  y- 

Lord  would  have  nii'ii  .    ■>  i  n 

sent  him  1500        hote  :  oure  lliord  him  hede  yzent  be  pe  guode  wyiman  : 

5ood  woman,^       3-  fouzoud  and  vyf  hondred  pond.      And  hua/zne  he 

aesede  ate  guode  wyfman    fo    he  hedde  hise  ycleped 

hou  nioche  hi  hedde  him  y-lete  /  hi  andzuerede  /  fet 
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uerst  hi  hedde  y-write  ine  hare  testament  /  jjet  hi  him 

let  a  bousend  and  vyf  hondred  pond.     Ac  hi  lokede  which  was  the  sum 

*  J  i  she  had  at  first  left 

efterward  ine  hare  testame72t  and  hi  yze:?  be   bousend  him  in  her  win, 

•^       ^    '        -^  but  the  1000 

pond  defaced  of  liire  write  /  and  zuo  ylefde  Ipe  giiode  pounds  was  after- 

/  111  1   •  1  •/'   ward  found  de- 

wyiman  /   jjet  god   wolde   J?et  hi    ne    zente  bote   vii  faced. 
hondred. 

Efterward   saint   gregori   telj?    fet    saint   boniface  st  Boniface  show- 

uram  ])et  he  wes  child  /  he  wes  zuo  piteuous  :  J)et  he  to  the  poor,  for 

j«rj.i'ij.i  11-  ij^i  1      which  he  was 

yai  oite  his  kertel  and  his  sserte  to  Ipe  poure  uor  god.  0^5^  beaten  by 
ba:?  his  moder  h.i7n  byete  ofte   beruore.     ba^zne  be-vil  J^^^  mother. 

J    y  'J  I  '  On  one  occasion, 

bet  /  bet  child  yze^  manie  poure  bet  hedden  mezeyse.  ^^^  mother  being 

*.       I    *  o      ?  r  r  <J  absent, he  emptied 

he  aspide  Ipet  his  moder  nes  na3t  ])er.  an  haste  he  yarn  "'^  garner  for  the 
to  jje  gerniere  /  and  al  jjet  his  moder  hedde  y-gadered  ai^d  his  mother 

was  nearly  out  of 

uor  to  pasi  jjet  yer  :  he  hit  yaf  j^e  poure.  and  ]?o  his  her  wits,  but  sud- 
moder  com  and  wyste  fe  ilke  dede  :  hy  wes  al  out  of  prayer  of  the 
hare  wytte.  j?et  child  bed  oure  Ihorde  :  and  jjet  gernier  became  ^xifi?^"^*" 
wes  an  haste  aluol. 

Efterward  ber  wes  a  poure  man  ase  me  zayb.   bet  ^  poor  man  hear- 

-»  ^  <J  r      r         mg  that  a  gift  to 

hedde  ane  cou  /  and  vhyerde  zio-cre  of  his  preste  ine  liis  ^^d  is  requited 

I  -J     <J  CO  r  a  hundred-fold, 

p/'echinge  /  jjet  god  zede  in  his  spelle  f  et  god  wolde 
yelde  an  hondreduald  al  ]jet  me  yeaue  uor  hi??^.  ])e 
guode  man  mid  be  rede  of  his  wjiie  /  yeaf  his  cou  to  gave  his  cow  to  a 

rich  priest,  who 

his  preste  ]jet  wes  riche.  ]?e  prest  his  nom  ble]?eliche  /  took  it  home  with 

-,  ,  .  111111-  ^^^^>  and  placed  it 

and  hise  zente  to  j^e  o|)ren  jjet  he  hedde.     po  hit  com  among  his  other 
to  euen  :  Ipe  guode  ma?2nes  cou  com  hom  to  his  house  At  eventide  the 
ase  hi  wes  y-woned  /  and  ledde  mid  hare  alle  ])e  prestes  fame  back*  bring. 
ken  al  to  an  hondred.     bo  be  guode  man  y-ze?  bet  /  j"^  y^*'^  ^^^^'  ^" 

'        •*       ^  «/        ^    /        /     hundred  cows  be- 

he  jjo^te  pet  pet  wes  jjet  word  of  pe  godspelle  ])et  he  longing  to  the  rich 

hedde  y-yolde.  and  him  hi  Averen  yloked  beuore  his 

bissoppe  aye  fane  prest.     )pise  uorbisne  ssewejj  wel  jjet  Mercy  is  good 

T-,  I'll  li'Ti        chaffer  and  mul- 

merci  is  guod  chapuare.  uor  hi  dep  wexe  :  pe  timliche  tipiieth  temporal 

1  goods. 

guodes. 


o 


Of    ])E    GUODNES    of    ELMESSE,  Of  the  goodness 

of  alms. 

n  '      ^^^^-  ^^-  a-] 

JNou  hest  Jjou  y-hyerd  pe  bo^es  ol  pe  trawe  01  merci.  Many  bestow 
ac  uor  Jjan  fet  moche  uolk  hjep  /  J)et  hare  elmesse  pet  aiS  uleiesfiy. 
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Alms  Hhouid  be      liy  dob  :   hi   lyezeb  /  and   hurc   obre  Kuodes.   iiur  lii   ik^ 

>,Mvent.)thenfed-       '^  f  J         ri  . 

fill,  uii.i  shouui      dojj    na3t  ase  liy  ssolde.   ))eruore  icli  jjo    wyle  sseawy 

be  inailf  pleasing  .  i  •    i         ;  ,  i  i  i  "  ^   • 

toGoii.  ssortlicli(3  /  hou  me  ssol  maky  elinesse  :  to  Jjan  Jjet  hi 

by  behofsam.  and  fot  lii  liky  god. 
In  almsgiving  Jja/me  huo  bet  ssel  do  elraesse  :   hel  ssel  loki  bri 

three  things  are 

to  be  considered,    jjinges.     Vci'st  '.  huofof  he  de])  chnessc.  uor  he  hit  ssel 

1.  A  man  must  ^^  of  his  03ene  /  and  na3t  of  ojjrema/me.  and  Jjerof  ))et 
imigst  hllitu^d  lie  hej?  of  giiode  wynnynge  and  trewe.  god  ne  hej?  liede 
tllinhi'-'toVir'  ^^  kueade  yef]?es.  ac  he  his  louej)  trewe  and  guode. 
other.  Elmesse   bet  is  y-do  of  byefbe.   of  tol.    of  robbinge.  of 

Alius  given  of  r  J  YJ      y  ^  o 

theft,  toll,  rob-       gaiielynge.  ober  of  obre  kueade  gaderinge  :  hit  ne  likeb 

bing,  usury,  are  '  ^  _    ^ 

not  pleasing  to  no]?i/2g  god.  Hueiof  fe  wfitinge  zayj).  '  f  ou  ne  sselt 
na^t  maky  none  sacrefice  to  god  of  oxe  /  ne  of  ssep  / 
fet  by  spotty,  uor  god  he]?  grat  wlatiynge  /  of  zuych 

Hewhomaketh     sacrefice.'  and  ))e  wyze  zayjj  in  fe  writinge.  '  fe  ilke  fet 

sacrifice  to  God  of  t>        ,  i    i      t*  10  ^ 

the  goods  of  the  make]?  sacrmce  to  god  /  oi  fe  guodes  oi  fe  poure  :  he 

L^al'he  who  slay-  ^gJ)  ase  fe  like  ]jet  ssla^t  fet  child  be-uore  his  uader.' 

f IVhi^s  Mher^'  ^^*^  saynt  austin  fus  zaif.  '  huet  yefjje  is  ]?et '  he  zayj?. 

That  is  not  gift  i^^^  ^q  q^    nimb    gledliche  /  and    ]?e    ol?er   hit  lyest 

whidi  onetalceth      T         r  r     ^  '  TV  J 

readily  and  the     wepi/zdeliche  I  % '  and  beruore  ssel  ech  loki  huerof  he  def 

other  loseth 

weepingiy.  elmesse. 

2.  Look  to  whom  Efte?'ward  he  ssel  loky  to  huam  he  hit  de]?.  )5amie 
good.  '  fe  WTitinge  zayJ?.     Loke  to  huam  J?ou  sselt  do  guod. 

do  guod  to  ]?e  guode.  ]?et  is  to  J?an  :  J?et  J?ou  wenst  by 
Give  to  the  good     guod.  and  ne  yef  na^t  to  ]?e   ssrewe.  ne  ne  loke  na^t 

and  not  to  the  .  \^    1    •      1.        •  tj.-i  ij_j_ 

shrew  and  the       fane  zene3ere.     pet  is  to  zigge  :  J?et  ]?ou  ne  sselt  na3t 

sinner,  yeue  to  ]?e  kueade  /  be  }?e  scele  of  his  kueadnesse.    ase 

do]?  ]?o  ]?et  yeuej?  ]?e  ribaus  /  and  menestrals  /  uor  hare 

that  is  to  say,  as    wykkednesse.  *  ne  o]?erlaker  hi  nolden  ham  yeue  na^t. 

the  rewardof  their  . 

wickedness,  ]?et  IS  wel  grat  ze?2ne  ase  ziggef  ]?e  hal^en.     Ac  huo  ]?et 

as  one  giveth  to       ,  /-i     /  j  i  t  i  ,       / 

ribalds  and  min-    ham  yet]?  /  na3t  uor  hare  kueadnesse  :  ac  uor  reu]?e  / 

and  uor  folemodnesse  of  hare  pourehede  /  and  of  hare 

Nevertheless  alms  wyucs  /  and  of  hare  children,  yef  hi  hise  habbe]?.   o]?er 

them  on  account     of  hire  uader  /  o]?er  of  hire  moder.    oJ?er  uor  o]?re  guode 

eu  pover  y.     g]j.g|g  y  g^gg  ]^jg  -^^^  ^q  wy]?dra3e  uram  ze^me  :  he  de]? 

^  MS.  ivylkednesse. 
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wel.     ba?^ne  elmesse  y-yeue  to  be  poure.  and  more  to  Give  aims  to  the 

■•  poor,  and  especi- 

ham   bet  byeb  riit  poure  of  herte  /  and  of  wyl.    bet  auy  to  the  poor 

'  of  heart, 

habbe])  ylete  uor  god  jjet  hi  hedden  /  ojjer  Jjet  hi  mi^te  to  the  fatherless, 

to  widows,  and 

habbe.     pet  ]?o  jjet  ne  byef  na^t  poure  of  wylle  :  ac  other  necessitous 

poure  of  nyede :  wel  ich  habbe  ]?e  eft  /  y-zed.     And  p^^®^^®* 

alneway  me  ssel  ham  blej?eliche  yeue  /  and  nameliche 

to  ]?e  poure  ssamueste.  and  to  Jje  uaderlease.  an  to  wyf- 

men  wodewen.  and  to  ojjre  nieduolle  /  fanne  me  jzi^]> 

]?e  nyede  /  and  me  hit  mo^e  do.  and  zuo  me  is  y-healde 

to  be  oncoube  /  aboue  alle  obren  me  is  y-hyealde  :  to  ^^o^e  aii  shall 

^  *      '  ^  .  one  help  his 

uader  and  to  moder  /  hua??-ne  me  y-z^lp  hare  nyede.  parents  in  their 
Yor  jje  kende  hit  tekjj  /  and  god  hit  acse])  /  and  hat. 

Me  ret  of  Jje  heyrone  ]?et  he  dra3j)  uor]?  his  uader      i.auorMsne.] 
and  his  moder  hua/ine  hi  bye  J?  ealde  /  and  ne  mo3e  Nature  teacheth 

us  to  do  good  to 

ham  na3t  porchaci.     Jjeruore   kende  tekj?  Ipet  me  ssel  our  father  and 

guod  do  to  uader  and  to  moder.  and  huo  Jjet  hit  ne  dep  :  ™^ 

he  is  onkende.  and  zene^e])  a-ye  kende  /  and  a-ye  god. 

J?et  hat   to  worJ7ssipie  uader  and  moder  /  and  Jjeruore       [FoI.  go.  b.] 

hit  is  wel  ri3t   ])et  hit  misualle  to  Imn  and  to  hare 

fet  de]?  harm  uader  ojjer  moder  /  ase  hit  is  manye  zijje 

yualle, 

Efterward  me   ssel  ysy  hou  me  ssel  do  elmesse  /  ^-  consider  how 

to  give  alms,  and 

and  ]je  manere  his  uor  to  yeuene.     Vour  co?zdicions  be  the  manner  of 
fe  writinge  ssolle  by  ine  elmesse.     j)Q  uerste  is  fet  me  i.  Give  giadiy  and 
hise  yeue  gledliche  and  mid  guod  herte.  uor  god  loke))  ^^     ^  ^' 
more  jje  herte  :  jiSinne  Ipe  honden.     Huerof  saynt  gre- 
gorie  zayjj.  Jjet  god  ine  his  sacrement  ne  loke]?  na3t  hou  God  looketh  not 

to  the  gift,  but  to 

grat  jjing  me  yeue  /  ac  mid  huet  herte.  ase  hit  ssewej)  the  heart  of  the 
wel  in  pG  godspelle  of  ]?e  poure  wyfman  ))et  ne  hedde 
bote  tuaye  uerj)inges  J)et  hi  oifrede  to  ]je  temple.  Huerof 
cure  Ihord  zay]?  /  ])et  hi  hedde  more  y-layd  :  panne  alle 
Jje  ojjre  Ipet  hedden  y-layd  greate   ])inges.     Vor  more 
like])  o])erhuil  to  god  an  alfpeny  jjet  a  poure  yefjj  gled-  ^^^  He  is  better 
liche  uor  god  :  ]ja?^ne  a  riche  man  yeaue  an  hondred  poor  man's  haif- 
marc  grochindehche  and  mid  zor3e  of  herte.  and  jjeruore  rich  man's  hun. 
zayjj  ]?e  wyse  ine  Jje  writinge.  '  make '  he  zayj) '  uayre  chiere ' 
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DELAY    NOT    IN    THY    ALM8-0IVING. 


There  are  some 
BO  discourteous  to 
the  poor. 


that  they  accom- 
pany their  ahns 
with  many  twit- 
tings  and  up- 
braidings. 


2.  Give  thy  alms 
Boon  and  hastily. 


Say  not  to  tliy 
friend,  "  Go,  and 
come  again  to- 
morrow." 


Make  no  delay, 
when  thou  hast 
it  in  thy  power  to 
give. 


*'  Nothing,"  says 
Seneca,  "is  so 
dearly  bought 
as  what  one  hath 
by  delay." 


Give  thy  offerings 
to  God  while  thou 
livest, 

for  death  waiteth 
for  none. 


Give  thy  alms 
for  the  love  of 
Christ. 


and  gledti  iiie  allu  p'um  yet'jje.s.'  And  zuynte  paul  zuo 
zay]}  J?ot  '  god  loiiej)  moche  fane  yeuere  j)et  is  gled  and 
corteys.'  And  zomo  Jjer  bye  J?  zuo  uyleyne  to  J)e  poure 
huawne  hi  liam  yeue})  enye  elniesse  /  an  haste  his 
misziggej)  uoulliche  /  and  his  clepyej)  truons  /  and  ham 
zigge])  zuo  uele  atuytinges  /  and  of  folyes  er  fan  hi  ham 
a3t  yeue  /  fet  wel  is  worj?  fet  zeluer.  j)G  ilke  elmesse  / 
ne  payjj  na3t  god.  and  fereuore  zayf  fe  wyse  ine  fe  writ- 
inge.  '  bou3  fin  eare  he  zayf  '  to  J?e  poure  /  Avyf-oute 
zor^e  /  and  him  ansuere  mildeliche.' 

\)e  ofer  fing  fet  behouef  ine  ehnesse  is.  fet  me  hit 
do  zone  and  hastehche.  jjerof  Salomon  zayf.  *ne  zay 
na3t  to  fine  urende  /  guo  /  and  com  ayen  to  mor^e  / 
and  f  a?zne  ich  wylle  f  e  yeue  :  hua?zne  f  ou  him  mi3t  an 
haste  yeue.'  And  ine  anof  re  stede  he  zayf .  '  ne  leng 
na3t  fine  yeffe  uram  fe  nyeduolle.'  fet  is  to  zigge  / 
*  ne  make  him  na3t  abyde :  hua/zne  f  ou  mi3t 
an  haste  yeue.'  })et  is  aye  uele  riche  /  fet  makef 
grede  fe  poure  fet  hebbef  to  done  mid  ham.  and 
zuo  moche  his  dof  abide  /  zuo  uele  zif  e  hit  behouef 
ham  bidde  and  bezeche  /  beuore  er  hi  wyllef  a3t  do  / 
fet  to  moche  hy  ham  zellef  fe  guodnesse  fet  hi 
ham  willef  do.  Yor  ase  zayf  senekes.  *  No  f  ing  ne 
is  zuo  diere  y-bo3t  :  ase  fet  me  hef  be  biddinge.'  And 
f is  is  fet  me  zayf  ine  atwytinge.  '  Dyere  ha  bayf  :  fet 
byt.'  And  f  ous  ssel  ech  man  wel  do  zuyf  [t]liche  uor  his 
zaule  f erhuyle  fet  ha  leuef  /  and  hoi.  psmne  f e  wyse 
zayf  ine  f  e  writinge.  '  Yayre  zone  '  he  zayf  '  do  guod  of 
f  inen :  yef  f  ou  best  huerof.  and  offre  to  god  worf  i 
offringe  f erhuyls  fet  f ou  leuest.  Yor  f e  dyaf  ne  abyt 
na3t.'  And  ine  anof  re  stede  he  zayf.  *  do  guod  to  fine 
uriende :  to-uore  f e  dyaf e.'  fet  is  to  fine  zaule  /  to 
huam  f  ou  sselt  do  guod  to-uore  fine  dyaf  e.  of  er  to 
fine  trewe  urende  /  fet  is  lesu  crist  to  huam  f ou  sselt 
guod  do  to-uore  fine  dyaf  e  /  doinde  elmesses  uor  f  e  loue 
of  lesu  crist  to  his  poure.     Yor  fet  me  def  f e  poure  : 
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me  de])  hit  to  him.  ase  lie  zayjj  ine  his  spelle.     ]5a?zne       [Foi.  ei.  a.] 
be  elmesse  jjet  me  yefjj  ine  lyue  /  and  ine  heljje  /  more  Aims  given  in 

life-time  are 

IS  worjj  :  J)a?2ne  jje  like  ]jet  is  y-do  eiter  jje  deaj^e.    Alsiio  more  worthy  than 
ase  ])e  lanterne  ]?et  me  ber])  be-uore  jje  mawne  /  him  let  death^^^^"^ 
bet  /  and  more  zikerlaker  /  jja?2ne  jje  ilke  Jjet  me  berjj  a  lantem  carrie.i 

.  .  before  a  man  Is 

behynde  ]je  regge.     And  jjeruore  ous  amonestejj  saiiite  better  than  one 

paul  ]?et  we  do  guod  /  jjerlmyle  jjet  we  libbe]).  H[u]a7ine  ^ack! 

•a  riche  man  ssel  come  to  ane  toune  /  ojjer  to  ane  cite. 

he  zent  liis  messagyers  be-uore  ^  iior  to  nime  guod  in.     [i  ms.  lo-uore^ 

ojjer  o])erlaker  he  mi^te  wel  fayly  :  guod  in  uorto  habbe. 

be  aruode  forriers  bet  nimeb  and  a^raybeb  bet  hous  of  Our  aims  are  om- 

*        ^  J  -T  n     J  X    r    r  good  forerunners, 

paradys  to  be  riche  ma7^ne  :  byeb  be  elmessen  bet  ha  t^^t  prepare  for 

.       .  J    r    r  r  usthehouseof 

dejj  ine  his  Hue.     ])q  elmessen  j^et  bye])  y-do  efter  ])e  Paradise. 
dyajje  :  byej)  ase  fe  hewe  recreyd  ])et  late  com]?  hom. 
zuo  ]?et  Jje  Ihord  is  o]7erhuil  euele  y-herber3ed. 

])Q  ])ridde  co?zdicion  fet  ssel  by  in  elmesse  is  /  fet  s.  Give  iibcraiiy. 
me  ssel  yeue  largeliche  be  ])an  ])et  me  he])  huerof.  ])e 
wyse  zayb.  *yef  to  god  /  be  j)an  bet  he  hel)  |)e  y-yeue.'  if  thou  hast 

■'^  /  J  J  I    J  much,  give 

And  thobye  zay]j  alsuo.  *  be  ])iiie  mi3te  by  reu])euol  /  abundantly ; 

and  merciuol.     Yef  ])ou  hest  moche  guod  :  yef  large-  but  if  iittie,  give 

liche.  and  yef  ])ou  hest  lite  :  yef  ])erof  ble])eliche  /  and  teousiy. 

corteishche.'    j)a/me  ech  ssel  yeue  efter  his  mi3te  /  and  «  after  his  ^^^^ 

be   ])et/])et  god  him  he])   y-yeue.     Me  vint  of  ane  Sa'^Lgavea 

kinge.    to  huam   a   poure  acsede  ane  peny.    he   hym  "ty  to  one  of  his 

"  ^  J.        t/  ^  servants,  who 

ansuerede  /  ])et  zuich  a  lite  yef])e  ne  wes  iia^t  uor  ane  would  refuse  it 

.on  account  of 

king.     And  of  ansondre  me  ret.  ])et  [hej  yaf  ane  cite  /  to  the  greatness  of 
oijen  of  his  sergons.  an  hua?ine  ])e  ilke  hise  wolde  uor-  The  king  said  to 
zake.  uor  pet  /  grat  ])ing  him  Jio^te  /  to   nime   zuych  not  what  is  proper 
yefjje.     Alisondre  ansuerede  and  zayde.  ^  Ich  ne  loky  [uVforme  to^^' 
na3t  ])et  belonge])  ])e  to  nimene  :  ac  me  to  yeuene.'  ^^^^•" 

\)Q  uer])e  co^idicion  is  /  ])et  ])e  elmesse  by  y-do  mid  an^wuira^prnt^' 
wille  /  and  mid  co?zdicion.  ])et  me  ne  zeche  none  ydele  """'^• 
bhsse  /  ne  pet  me  ne  onworpi  fe  poure.  to  huam  pet  me 
hit  yefp.  ne  uor  elmesse  pet  me  dep  ine  dyadlich  zewne. 
me  hep  presumpcion  uor  to  by  y-bor3e.     Zom  uolk  per  some  folks  give 

alms  and  desire 

byep  /  pet  yef  hy  dop  elmesse :  hi  willep  pet  alle  hit  that  au  should 
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liESTOW    THY    ALM.S    SECRETLY. 


lieiirof  tlieir 
iliarity. 


Christ  hath  com- 
manded us  to 
give  our  alms 
secretly  and 
without  ostenta- 
tion. 


Good  works  may 
be  done  before 
the  folk,  for  good 
example's  sake. 


Bo  that  God  may 
be  glorified. 


The  alms- giver 
must  not  despise 

[Fol.  61.  b.] 
the  poor  reci- 
pient. 


Some  folk  despise 

the  poor, 

and  speak  largely 

and  proudly  to 

them. 


[a  tokne  \'et  iob 
wes  king.] 
Job  was  not 
ashamed  of  poor 
men. 


The  fellowship  of 
the  poor 


vvyte.  Ac  ])t'  wy.sL*  zayj)  /  ])et  iiiu  do  pa  elnie.ss»e  iii-to 
pa  greade  of  pa  poure.  Vor  use  zayp  saynt  gregorie. 
*  hit  is  y-no3  to  pa  guode  ma/aie  /  J)et  yef  he  hit  zent  /  of 
huam  he  onderstant  his  ssepe  to  liahlje.'  And  feruore 
zayjj  oui'e  Ihord  ine  his  spelle.  '  Hua/me  |)ou  dest  ebnesse. 
lie  wyte  iia^t  ]?i  left  liand  :  huet  dap  J}i  ri3t  hand,  zuo 
jjet  ])in  ehnesse  by  y-hed.  and  J)i  uader  of  heuene  ))et 
izy^t  ))inhedinge  :  liit  jje  halt.'  j)at  is  to  zigge.  )5a?me 
Jjou  sselt  do  ehnesse  :  loke  jjet  ydele  blisse.  ))et  is  to 
onderstonde  be  ])e  left  half,  ne  by  na3t  y-mengd.  Ac 
do  his  in  ri3te  wone  /  and  ri3te  onderstondinge.  J?et  is 
onderstonde  by  pe  ri3t  half.  Ich  ne  zigge  na3t  fet  me 
ne  ssel  do  pe  guode  workes  o]?erhuil  to-uore  pe  uolke  / 
nor  to  yeue  guode  uorbysne  /  hueruore  god  by  yhered  : 
and  y-]7onked.  Vor  Jjus  him  zay]?  oure  Ihord  ine  his 
spelle.  J)et  we  maki  oure  guode  dedes  to-uore  pa  uol- 
kerede  /  jjeruore  fet  god  by  y-hered  and  y-glorefied  na3t 
uor  pe  los  of  uolke  ase  dap  per  ypocrite.  and  jjeruore 
zayjj  saint  g?'egorie  /  fet  me  do  his  workes  apertehche  / 
])et  pe  onderstondinge  bi  ri3tuol  bezide. 

Efterward  huo  f  et  wyle  do  elmesse  /  he  hit  ssel  zuo 
do  /  jjet  he  na3t  ne  onworjji  pe  poure  to  huam  Jjet  he 
hit  dejj.  jperuore  zayjj  pe  profete.  '  'Ne  onworjje  na3t '  he 
zayj?  '  fi  uless.  fet  is  pe  poure  fet  is  ihch  pe  /  and  of 
zuiche  kende  of  uless  and  of  blod  ase  jjou  art.  and  of 
zuiche  wose.'  Zom  uolk  bye]?  jjet  onworfe]?  pe  poure  / 
and  ne  dajmejj  na3[t]  to  speke  to  ham.  and  yef  hispekejj : 
gratliche  and  proudHche  hi  speke  J? .  Zuo  ne  dede  na3t 
iob  /  fet  zede  /  ]?et  [he]  ne  onwor]?ede  neure  pe  guoinde  / 
vor  ]jet  hi  weren  naked,  ac  ra]?re  ham  yaf  clofinge  / 
and  mete  and  drinke.  j)e  holi  man  ]ja3  he  were  king  / 
and  he3  man  /  ne  hedde  none  ssame  of  pe  poure  /  ase 
do])  zome  greate  Ihordes  of  pise  wordle.  fet  wel  dojj 
elmesse  to  poure  /  ac  alnewayhis  habe])  ineonwor[}?]nesse 
uor  hare  pourehede.  And  yef  hi  weren  ri3tuolliche 
milde  :  hi  ssolden  betere  louie  pe  uela3rede  of  poure 
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men/  pet  bye])  poure  uor  god.  ]?et  hise  121036  wel  edefie  is  often  to  be 

-,  T  .  ■,  ^  1         /  1     J       o  •       •   1  "u*    preferred  to  that 

be  uorbisnes  and  be  wordes  /  Jjet  01  mame  riciie  men  m  of  rich  men. 
habbej)  aboute  ham  /  buer  pev  ne  is  bote  covay[ti]se  / 
Tilaterie  /  yelpinge  /  ^and  bam  make]?  lete  mocbe  wel  to 
done  /  and  make]?  ham  moche  kuead  to  done  /  be  hare 
euele  rede. 

Efterward  pQv  bye])  som  uolk  pet  do])  yno^  elmesse  /  some  folk  give 

enough  alms,  and 

ac  alnewey  hi  ne  lete])  na^t  to  done  hare  greate  zenne.  yet  forsake  not 
j)e  ilke  elmesse  ne  ssel  his  na3t  ber^e.     Vor  yef  hi  sins, 
sterue])  ine  zuich  stat :  hire  elmesse  ne  ssel  ham  na3t  Aims  alone  win 

../  ,.  ni  1  -1  n      '^ot  save  a  man. 

wytie  /  pet  m  ne  ssolle  by  uor-lore.  ]5a??ne  zmch  uolk 
bye])  ase  pe  ilke  ])et  of  one  half  make])  pet  hous  /  and 
of  o])er  half  he  hit  brek]).  And  ])eruore  zajp  pe  writ- 
inge.     'Yef  bou  wilt  kueme  god  :  haue  uerst  reube  /  if  thou  wiit  please 

.  .  .  God,  have  first 

and  merci  /  of  fine  zaule.  uor  huo  ])et  is  kuead  and  mercy  upon  thy 

ontrewe  to  him  :  to  huam  ssel  he  bi  guod  and  trewe  V 

zay])  pe  writinge  :  ase  yef  he  zede.  [he]  ne  may  na3t  ^  by      [i  ms.  na\)t] 

guod  and  trewe  to  opven  :  ])et  to  him-zelue  is  kuead. 

And  ])eruore  saint  austin  zay]).    ^  Huo  ])et  ivile  ri3tuol-  Let  aims  be pre- 

hche  do  elmesse  :  he  ssel  beuore  am^zne  at  himzelue.  ^itf'  ^^  ^^^^^^' 

uor  he  ssel  more  louie  his  030116  zaule  :  psbnne  ano])res  : 

uor  god.'  ISTon  ne  wolde  zigge  ]5et  yef  he  were  reujieuol  / 

and  uol  of  merci  /  ])et   ne  ssolde  habbe  reu])e  of  his 

moder  poure  and  zik.  hou  moche  he   hedde  reu])e  of 

o])ren.    Alzuo  ich  zigge  /  pe  ilke  ])et  ne  is  na3t  reu])euol  He  is  not  merci- 
ful that  hath  no 

ne  uol  of  merci  /  ])et  ne  hep  pite  of  his  zaule  :  huawne  pity  on  his  own 
he  wot  J)et  hi  is  zik  to  pe  djape  /  ])et  is  ine  dyadlich  unto  death, 
zenne. 

ISTou  ich  habbe  pe  y-no3  y-ssewed  of  pe  trawe  of 
merci.  pe  stapes,  pe  bo3es.  and  ])et  frut.  ])et  com])  ine 
])ise  wordle  /  and  ine  pe  o])re.  of  pe  frut  of  ])ise  trawe 
ous  spek])  dauij)  ri3t  wel  ine  pe  sautere  /  per  he  zay]) 
J)Ous.  'yblyssed  bye])  ])0  fet  ham  jeiiep  to  pe  poure  /  ^,,,3,^  ^^  ^i^^,^ 
and  to  pe  nieduolle.'   ])et  is  to  zigge  :  J)et  ne  abit  na3t :  that  give  to  the 

_  poor  and  needful, 

al-wet  pe  poure  him  bit  /  ac  rafre  him  yefj)  wy])-oute  without  delay, 

T     .  ,-r  T    J  •  /  1        ,     1  • ,     ^n*i  without  soli- 

aksmge.      Vor  me  wes  ywoned  to  zigge  /  and  zo])  hit  citation. 
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is.  pet  to  mo[c]lie  hay)?  /  fot  Lyt.     Ne  fe  ilke  ne  hep 

[Vol  62.  a.]      herte   to  yeueiie  :  |)et  no   yefj)  or  me  acsi.  pe  ilke  de]) 

wel  })et  yefj?  to  jje  poiire  J?et  acse]?.  ac  he  de])  het  :  ))et 

yefj?   wyjjoute   aksinge.     And  of  fan  zayj)   pe  sauter. 

Tiie  merciful         *Y-hlissed  is  be   ilke   bet  onderstant  to  be  poure.'  and 

Khali  be  blosseil, 

hueruore  is  he  y-hlissed  ?   he  zayjj  eftenvard  ine  pe  ilke 

and  shall  be  de-     ^^^^^^-  Ip^^  8^^^  ^^^'  ^^'le  deliuri  in  pe  kueade  daies  of  his 

foeraUhe™i"**of  ^^^'  f^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^*^  ^^^^  ^^  dome  jjet  ssel  by  hard  and 

^oom.  kuead  to  pe  wickede  /  Jjet  ssolle  by  y-damned  /  uor  pe 

workes  of  merci  /  jjet  hi  ne  habbe))  na^t  ydo.     J)a??ne 

The  unmerciful      pe  demeie  ssel  ham  zigge  at  fo  daye.  '  gnoj)  ye '  acorsede  / 

'  [1  MS.  >e]       in-to  pe  iiere  of  helle  /  mid  alle  pe  dyeulen  /  Jjet  you  is 

God's  preseucr     ^"^^^3*  ^^^™  >«  ginnynge  of  pe  Avordle.     Vor  ich  hedde 

honger  /  and  jjorst  /  ye  ne  me  yeane  mete  /  ne  drinke  / 

ich  wes  zik  /  ]}ou  ne  come  na^t  to  me.'     And  jjus  he 

ssel  ham  attwyte  :  pe  workes   of  merci  /  Jjet  hi  na^t 

and  shall  be  given  habbcj?  y-do.   and  fcruore  hi  ssolle  bi  betake  at  po 

the  devus.        '  daye  :  to  hare  ynon.  jjet  bye]?  pe  dyeulen  of  helle.     Of 

huam  J?e  rewjjeuoUe  /  and  po  pet  dop  ham  to  pe  poure  / 

The  merciful        and  to  jjc  workes  of  merci.  ssolle  bi  betake  at  fo  daye  / 

shall  inherit  the  ,  n-uj-x  •  x?  ^         •   i  n  / 

kingdom  of  hea-     and.  ssolic  by  do  lu-to  sayziuc  01  pe  ricne  ol  neuene  /  ase 

^^"'  zayJ?  oiu'e  Ihord  ine  his  spelle.    Vor  he  ssel  zigge  to  pan 

[1  MS.  t?«]       fst  habbep  y-do  pe  workes  of  merci/ '  comep  pe  ^  yblissede 

of  mine  uader  /  onderuongep  pe  riche  of  heuene  /  pet 

is  to  you  y-dy3t  /  uram  pe  ginynge  of  pe  wordle.     Yor 

pet  ye  habbep  y-do  to  mine  poure  :  ye  hit  habep  me  y- 

do.'     Grat  worpssipe  god  ham  ssel  do  /  pa?2ne  he  ham 

ponkep  /  of  pe  workes  of  merci.  and  he  ham  ssel  y[e]ue  : 

pet  lyf  wyp-oute  ende.     And  peruore  he  zayp  ine  his 

and  for  their  alms  spelle.     '  Yblisscd  bycp  pe   merciuollc  :  uor  hi  ssolle 

mercy!''^^"  habbe  merci.'  uor  pet  hi  habbep  ylengd  /  pet  lyf  of  pe 

They  shall  have    pou-i"©  be  hare  ebuessc.  Wel  hit  is  ri^t  /  and  skele  /  pet 

everiastmgiife,      g^^j  ]^^jj^  yeue  pet  lyf  wyp-outc  cudo  /  pet  is  /  and  ssel 

by  wyp-oute  ende.  and  peruore  pet  hi  habbep  y-het 
reupe  /  of  lesu  cWstes  lemes  ine  pe  erpe  /  and  hise 
habbep  y-loked  /  and  y-conforted  ine  hare  nyede.     Hit 
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is  wel  skele  jjet  me  do  ham  ate  ende  merci  /  and  jjet  me 
his  deliuri  of  alle  kueadnesse  /  of  alle  nyede.   and  jjet  and  ciirist  shall 
ssel  he  do  /  hua^ine  he  ssel  yene  ]je  blisse  eurelestinde  /  for  ever, 
mid  merci  his  let  uorj).  /  and  his  ssel  herber^i. 

})E    YEFJPE    of    ONDERSTOJVTDINGE.  and    OF    pB    U7i2TUE    OF    The  gift  of  under- 

,  standing,  and  of 

CHASTET  E .  the  virtue  of 

Holy  Writ  ous  tekjj  /  tuo  maneres  of  lines,  huerhy  TiS-e  are  two 
me  com]?  to  pe  line  wy])-oute  ende.     pe  nerste  is  yhote  thereby  one' 
workuol  [actiue]  /  uor  jjet  hi  is   ine  znynch  of  guode  uf?^*JJhou?end. 
workes  /  and  makeb  man  onderstonde  to  be  profit  of  The  first  is  active 

'  ■*  ^       ^  — a  life  of  good 

him-zelue  /  and  of  his  emcWsten.      pe  ober  is  y-hote  works. 

,      .       -,  .    .  /      n  1  ^^®  second  is 

resteuol  [co^itemplatmej.  uor  ]jet  hi  is  reste  /  of  workes  contemplative— 

wy]j-onte  /  and  ne  dejj  him  na3t  bote  to  god  uor  to  the  soui  seeks  to 

knawe  /  and  louie.    hueruore  hy  his  ydel  of  nyedes  andTofo?ge?aii 

wy]?-oute  /  and  ase  aslepe.     Ac  hi  is  awaked  wyfine  to  ^^*^' 

fenche  of  god  /  and  him  louie  /  and  na^t  ne  wylni  ; 

bote  him  to  habbe  /  and  uor  him  /  alle  ojjre  jjinges  / 

dej)  ine  uoryetiTzge.     Vor  hi  is  of  al  y-robbed  /  and  y-  and  desires  to  be 

separated  from 

pi3t  me  god.  and  wymej?  uor  to  by  to-deld   uram  ]?e  the  mortal  body, 
dyadhche  bodye  :  uor  to  by  alneway  mid  lesu  cWst  /  christ. 
ase  zaij?  zainte  paul. 

]5e  uerste  lif  is  ine  fe  vi^tinge  /  ine  pe  uelde  of  The  first  life  is  in 
guode  workes  /  huer  fe  kny^t  Kernejj  /  ham  p7^oue]j  /  field  of  good 
and  alose]?.  pe  oJ?er  his  reste  wyf  god  ine  pe  cho?7ibre  of      [Foi.  62.  b.] 
clene  inwyt.     pe  uerste  onderstant  to  uede  god  /  mid  wUh^GocUnthe 
be  mete  of  £?uode  workes.     be  ober  onderstant  to  by  chamber  of  a  pure 

/  o  .»'         r  J    conscience. 

yued  /  and  yueld  of  god  be  zojje  co?2fort  gostlich.  panne 

be  uerste  is  be-tokned  be  marben  /  bet  wes  bisy  uor  to  Martha  is  a  type 

■»  r         I    r  J     ^  of  the  first  life, 

uede  oure  Ihord  /  ase  zayjj  j^et  godspel.     pe  opei  is  be-  and  Mary  of  th^- 

,  .        ,   second. 

tokned  be  Marie  /  jjet  hire  zette  ate  net  of  lesu  cnst  / 
and  Iheste  his  wordes.  pe  uerste  is  way  /  and  inguo- 
inge*  to  Jje  ofren.  Yor  non  ne  may  come  to  pe  line 
restuolle  :  bote  he  by  uerst  wel  y-proved  ine  Hue  by- 
zye  /  ase  zayjj  sain  gregorie.  pe  yefjjes  /  and  pe  mVtues 
huerof  we  habbe]?  y-speke  aboue  be-longef  /  to  pe  uerste 
Hue  ])et  is  ycleped  workuol.     pe  tuo  laste  huerof  we 
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LIFE    ACTIVE    AND    CONTEMPLATIVE. 


The  gift  of  uiider- 
HtaiuUii^'  uihI  vvi8- 
dom  belongeth  to 
tlie  lite  contem- 
plative. 


To  this  life  belong 
also  a  right 
knowledge  of 
God  and  a  stedfast 
love. 


The  gift  of  under- 
standing given 
by  the  Holy 
Ghost, 


is  a  light  and  a 
grace  of  bright- 
ness which  en- 
ables man  to 
know  his  Maker, 

and  those  spirit- 
ual matters  per- 
taining to  the 
help  of  the  soul. 

This  gift  is  called 
light,  for  it 
cleanseth  the 
imderstanding  of 
the  darkness  of 
pride  and  of 
spots  of  sin, 


and  enables  man 
to  know  clearly 
and  surely  God 
his  Creator. 


The  sick  eye  may 
not  see  clearly, 
neither  may 
man's  under- 
standing perceive 
spiritual  truths 
without  being 
first  purified  by 
the  J3ivine  light. 


ssolle  spoke  mid  j>e  helpe  of  gode  and  of  J)e  lioly'  gost. 
pat  is  to  wyteiie  /  J)e  yefl'Jje  of  onderstoiidinge  /  and  J)e 
ytipG  of  wisdom :  Lelonge))  to  pa  o])re  Hue  Jjet  is  y-hote 
restuol.  ))i3t  lif  is  ine  tuo  }jinges  /  ase  we  habbe])  aboue 
y-zed.  ))et  is  to  wytene  /  ine  ri^te  knawlecliinge  of  god  / 
and  ine  stedeueste  loue.  fe  loue  of  onderstondinge  leth 
to  stedeuestnesse  of  ri3te  knaulechinge.  ]5e  yefjje  of 
wysdom  /  letli  to  stedeuestnesse  of  loue. 

Kou  we  wille])  zigge  uerst  of  jje  yefjje  of  onder- 
stondinge /  be  jjan  )?et  fe  holy  gost  wile  ous  teche.  )pes 
yef|)e  J?et  is  y-hote  yefjje  of  onderstondinge  /  ne  is  ojjer 
]?ing  /  be  )je  hal3en  /  and  bi  jje  maistres  /  bote  a  ly^t 
and  a  grace  of  bri^tnesse  /  fet  fe  holy  gost  zent  in-to 
pe  herte  /  huerby  onderstondinge  of  man  is  arered  uor 
to  knawe  his  sseppere  /  and  j?e  gostliche  jjinges  f  et  ne 
mo^e  na3t  by  y-zo3e  bodilich  ine  alle  jje  jjinges  pet  be- 
longej)  to  pe  helfe  of  zaule.  mid  skele  kendehch  ne  on- 
derstondinge of  man  of  hiin  /  ne  uor  him  /  ne  may 
come,  pes  god  is  y-cleped  ly3t.  Vor  he  clenzej?  pe 
onderstondinge  of  man  /  of  jjiesternesse  of  prede  /  and 
of  spottes  of  zenne.  Yor  ase  fet  h3t  bodilich  dej)  away 
j)iesternesse  and  makej)  bri3tliche  izy  pe  jjinges  bodihch : 
alsuo  jjis  h3t  gostlich  clenzej?  pe  onderstondinge  of 
man  /  al  to  j?an  jjet  he  mo3e  bri3thche  ysy  /  and  j)et  he 
mo3e  knawe  bri3tliche  and  zikerliche  /  ase  me  may  y- 
knawe  ine  fise  dyeadhche  line  god  his  sseppere  / 
and  Jje  sseppinges  gostliche  /  ase  biej)  pe  angles  /  and  Jje 
zaulen.  j?et  belongej?  to  pe  helpe  of  zaules.  ase  byef  pe 
articles  of  jje  beleaue  /  huerof  we  habbejj  beuore  y- 
speke  ine  ane  stede  be  him-zelue.  )pis  knawynge  nis 
bote  in  inwyt  wel  yuayred  /  and  wel  yclenzed.  Vor 
ase  jje  zike  030  ne  may  na3t  wel  yzi  bri3tnesse.  alsuo  pe 
onderstondinge  of  man  ase  moche  ase  in  him  is  /  ne 
may  ysy  /  ne  knawe  pe  finges  gostliche  /  bote  he  by 
wel  yclenzed  /  of  alle  lac  of  ueljje  /  be  zojje  byleaue  / 
}}et  clenzejj  pe  herten  /  ase  zayj)  pe  Avritinge.     Ac  pe 
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vefbe  of  be  holy  gost  /  huerof  we  spekeb  hier  /  uol- 

-^  .-,/-,.  1  1        /      /  .       The  Holy  Ghost 

makej)  jjise  iiayrhede  /  and  jjise  cle7^nesse  uie  nerte  /  to  enlightens  the 

Jjet  his  holy  zaule  /  j^et  is  y-clenzed  /  and  ali3t  /  mid 

]jise  li^te  of  onderstondinge  :    mi3te   ysy  and  knawe 

god  /  and  al  jjet  him  is  niede  /  and  guod  to  his  ybor3- 

inge  /  and  j?et  is  jje  blissinge  /  huerof  god  spek])  ine 

his  spelle  /  jjo  he   zede.  'yblissed  bye])  jjo  :  j^et  bye]?   The  clean  of 

,  o  I        .       I  T  .  n  1-  1-  -1  heart  shaU  see 

clene  ol  herte  /  uor  hi  ssolle  ysy  god  me  ni?^-zelne  ase  God  as  He  is,  by 

he  is  be  byleaue  aly3te  /  and  y-strengjjed  be  Ipe  yef  jje  the  gift  of  under- 

of  onderstoTzndinge.'     Vorzojje  efter  ]>e  dyeaj^e  /  ine  ^^^^^^^s- 
paradis  hi  ssollen  yzy  him  /  al  aperteliche  /  wizage  /       [Foi.  63.  a.] 
to  visage. 

j;a?^ne  zay])  zaynte  paul.  Jjis  yeffe  dej?  away  aUe  This  gift  puts 

uel]?e  of  herte  /  and  hire  clenze])  parfithche   of  alle  the  heart,  but 

especially  lechery. 

lackes  /  and  specialliche  of  jje  lacke  of  Jje  ze^^ne  of 

lecherie.     Vor  huo  bet  is  be-ueld  mid   Ipo  lac  :  he  is  For  who  is  defiled 

with  this  sin  has 

ri3tuoUiche  yblent  /  and  he])  ylore  ])e  e3en  of  ]je  herte  /  lost  the  eyes  of 

skele  and  onderstondinge  /  zuo  J»et  he  ne  may 'y-knawe 

his  sseppere  /  ne  ])inges  ]?et  weiide]?   to   J?e  hel])e   of 

zaule.     Ac  is  ase  best  pet  ne  he])  wyt  ne  skele  ine  him. 

j)ai7iiie  daui])  zay])  ine  ])e  sautere.  ])et  man  to  huam  ])et 

god  help  y-do  zuo  grat  worJ)ssipe  ])et  hine  made  to  his 

ymage  and  to  his  anhknesse  liuerby  he  may  y-knawe 

god  and  habbe  /  ])et  he  ne  he])  y-do  none  beste  :  he])  and  is  "o  better 

than  a  beast. 

ZUO  uoryete  his  sseppere  /  an  ]?e  guodnesse  ])et  he  hef 
hi7n  y-do  /  ])et  he  is  become  ilich  to  fole  bestes  /  ])et 
ne  habbel)   none   onderstondinge.     pe  zenne  ])et  mest  Lechery  makes  a 

man  like  to  foul 

make])  man  ilich  to  uoule  bestes  /  and  to  uel])e :    is  beasts. 

ze?zne  of  lecherie.  huerof  we  habbe])  be-uore  y-zed  ])er 

we  speke  of  zenne.    he  yefbe  ba/zne  of  onderstondinge  /  Thegiftofunder- 

^  '       «^      /      J  o     /     standing  strips 

'pet  is  of  evpe  specialliche  /  to  po  uel])e  bestrep])  of  pe  the  heart  of  this 

herte  pe  zenne  of  lecherie  /  an  he  tek])  uayrhede  and 

cle/inesse  /  huerof  wext  a  wel  uayr  traw.    ])et  is   pe 

mrtue  of  chastete  /  huerby   me  com])    to    ])o  greate 

blissinge  ])et  god  be-hat  to  ])an  ])et  loke])  cle?2nesse  of 

herte  :    hua/zne  he    zcde.   '  yblissed  hi  by  pe  clene  of  '^^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
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THE   SEVEN    STEPS   OF    CHASTITY. 


pure  of  heart,         liertc  uor  lii  ssolle  yzy  god.'  uor  bet  hi  ssolle  haljbe  jje 

fur  they  shall  Bee 

God.  e^en  of  lierte  wel  yclenzed  and  wel  ali3t  of  \>q  yofjje  of 


onderstondinge. 


Of  the  seven  steps 
of  chastity. 


I.  A  clean  con- 
science. 

Witliout  an  un- 
defiled  mind 
there  is  no  chas- 
tity pleasing  to 
God. 


He  who  consents 
to  evil  thoughts 
is  not  chaste, 
though  he  be 
far  from  the 
deed. 


Three  things  tend 
to  produce  purity 
of  heart. 
The  first  is  to 
hear  joyfully  the 
word  of  God. 


The  second  is 
true  shrift,  which 
is  the  laver  in 
which  one  shall 
oft  wash. 

Bear  in  mind  the 
story  of  Naaman's 
washing  in  Jor- 
dan seven  times. 

Jordan  signifies 
the  stream  of 
judgment,  and 
betokens  shrift, 
in  wliich  man 
shall  judge  hi  in- 
self  with  great 
sorrow  of  heart, 
and  repentance, 
so  that  a  stream 
of  tears  run  from 
his  eyes. 


Of   ])E   ZEUE   STAPES   OF    CHASTETE. 

Jpys  traw  wext  and  profite))  /  and  clifj)  ase  dof  J)e 
ojjre  to-uore  yzed  /  be  zeue  stapes.  )5e  uerste  stape  is 
clene  inwyt  /  jjet  is  jje  rote  of  Jjise  trawe  uor  wyJ?-oute 
clene  inwyt :  no  chastete  ne  lyke]j  to  god.  }?is  chastete  / 
J?is  cle/inesse  /  J)is-purte  /  acsej)  Jjet  me  loki  J)e  lierto 
m'am  euele  ])03tes  /  ])et  lii  na3t  ne  consenti  /  and  of 
kuede  wilni[n]gges.  Vor  huo  Jjet  him  consente]?  to  kueade 
wylles  /  and  to  pe  kueade  ]703tes  of  his  herte  :  he  ne  is 
na3t  chast.  Jja3  he  by  uer  uram  ]je  dede.  uor  be  Jje 
C07isentinge  wyjj-oute  more  :  he  ssolde  by  uorlore  yef 
he  sterf  ferinne. 

j)Ti  f inges  moche  byej?  worj?  to  loki  fe  cle7znesse  of 
herte.  j)e  uerste  is  /  blefeliche  y-hyere  fe  wordes  of 
god  /  and  his  spelles.  Huerof  oure.'lhord  zayj?  ine  his 
spelle/to  his  deciples.  'ye  bye])'  he  zayj?  *alle  clene /be 
Jje  wordes  fet  ich  you  habbe  yzed.'  Vor  godes  word  is 
ase  a  uayr  ssewere  /  ine  huam  me  yzi3t  alle  pe  lakkes  of 
fe  herte.  j)et  opei  Jjing  is  zof e  ssrifte  Jjet  is  fet  lauor  / 
huer  he  him  ssel  ofte  wesse.  j)e  writinge  zayf  ine  f  e 
bok  of  kinges.  Jjet  elyseu  fe  profete  het  to  naaman  jjet 
wes  mezel  /  J>et  he  him  wesse  ine  pe  flom  Jordan  zeue- 
zife  uor  to  by  clene  of  his  euele.  And  fo  he  Jjer  wes 
ywesse  :  fo  wes  he  al  klene  and  al  hoi  of  his  euele.  j)e 
Hum  iordan  fet  is  ase  moche  wor]? :  ase  stream  of  dom  / 
and  be-tokne]j  ssrifte.  huer  man  ssel  hi7?2-zelue  deme 
mid  greate  zor3e^  of  herte  /  and  mid  greate  repentonce  / 
zuo  Jjet  o  stream  of  tyeares  :  yerne  be  f e  co/^dut  of  fe 
e3en.  and  zuo  pe  mezel  ssel  bi  al  hoi  and  clene.  j)et  is 
fe  zene3ere  /  yef  he  him  wesst  zeuezyfe  /  jjet  is  to 
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zigge  /  of  alle  his  zennes.  And  beruore  zayb  saynt 
bernard.  '  lone  ssrifte  :  yef  ]?ou  wilt  habbe  uayrbede. 
Vor  ssrifte  ne  is  na3t  wyf-oute  uayrhede.' 

}Pet    bridde    bing  is  /  bebenchinge  of  lesu  cn'stes  The  third  thing 

is  a  remembrance 

pine.     Yor  no  uondinge  /  none  euele  j}03tes  ne  nio3e  of  Christ's  pas- 

bleue  ine  berte  :  fiet  ofte  recordej?  Jjane  dya]?  and  fe 

pine  of  lesu  c?'?'st.     Vor  bet  is  be  armure  bet  be  dyeuel  for  that  is  the 

annour  most 

dret  mest  ase  jje  ilke  be  huam  he  wes  ouercome  /  and  dreaded  by  the 

devil 

be  huam  he  lyeas  his  mi3te,     \)et  is  ous  betokned  in  ]?e 

writinge  of  be  eddre  of  bres  bet  Moyses  be  be  heste  of  tms  is  betokened 

in  the  Scriptures 

oure  Ihorde  arerede  ope  ]je  pole  zuo  he3e  :  jjet  al  jjet  uolk  by  the  adder  of 

hise  yze3.     And  alle  ])0  Jjet  his  yze3e  :  weren  y-held  of 

j)G  prekiynges  of  ])e  eddren.     pe  eddre  of  bres  arered 

ine  Jje  pole  :  be-tokne]j  pet  body  of  lesu  mst  y-hanged  The  adder  denotes 

1  ,      ,  T  1  ^  n  *^^  body  of 

me  pe  rode,     pet  wes  jje  eddre  wyjj-oute  uenym  nuerot  christ. 

wes  y-mad  ]je  tn'acle  of  oure  helfe  /  to  ham  jiet  byef 

y-smite  /  and  enuenimed  of  ]?e  prekyinges  of  jje  uenim- 

ous  eddre  ^  of  helle  /  jjet  is  Jje  dyuel.     Loke  be  zojje  Looifby  trueTe- 

belyaue  ine  ])e  eddre  of  bres.     j)et  ys  to  zigge  /  ])et  he  gef  ent^tiSTis^" 

benche  of  be  pinen  of  lesu  cn'st.  and  anhaste  he  ssel  *?  ^^ath  and  pas- 

'  ^      ^  sion  of  Christ. 

by    hol  /   and    by   y-uryd    of    ]?e    uondinges    of  fe 
dyeule. 

be  ober  stape  huerby  bis  traw  clyfb  and  profiteb.  n.  Keep  the 

:  ^  "^   ^  -fr     jnouth  from  foul 

is  to  loki  Jjane  mou]?  uram  uoule  wordes  /  jjet  wende]?  words, 
to  ribaudye  and  to  oncle?2nesse.  uor  be  zuych  blest  and  ^^ich  oft 

kindle  the  fire 

be  zuych  wynd  :  is  ofte  aquyked  ])et  uer  of  lecherie.  of  lechery. 

Huerof  Jje  writi/^ge  spek)).  J?et  *word  of  fole  wyfman  / 

is  berninde  ase  uer.'     An  zaynte  paul  bus  zayb.   bet  *be  Evil  words  of 

■^      -•  ■•  ,    foul  women  mar 

kueade  wordes  of  fole  wyfme/i :  amerre]?  guode  jjeawes.    good  virtues. 

And  jjeruore  huo  ])et  wyle  loki  chastete :  hit  behoue]) 

bet   he  him  loki  uram  zuyche  wordes.     Vor  huo  bet  Hewhowiiisay 

'^  i         and  listen  to  foul 

ble[])e]liche  hise  zayj)  /  ober  blebehche  his  yherb  :  he  words  is  not 

chaste. 

ssewejj  wel  fet  he  ne  is  na3t  chast.     Vor  Jjer  ne  may 

go  oute  of  ])e  uete  :  bote  zuych  ase  Jjer  is  inne.     Yef  ]je  ift^je^o^dsbe 

wordes  byeb  uoule  and  lodliche  /  bet  is  apert  tokne  bet  ^^^^  ^^^^^  '^ere 

^  /    r  r  ^        Is  filth  in  the 

pe  uoulhede  and  J?e  lodlichhede  bye])  ine  pe  herte.  Vor  beart. 
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iiaso :  uram  to  moche  lostuolle  smelles.  jjaiie  niouj) 
uram  to  lostuolle  metes  /  and  ine  guode  smackes.  Jjise 
bye])  J)e  vif  gates  of  ]?e  cite  of  Jje  herte  /  huerby  J)e  dieuel 


devil  oft  goeth 
into  tlie  lieart. 


be   ])L'    inucliulht'du   of  j?e   herte  :    pa   mouj)   spek]).   J7et 
zayj)  our  lliord  ine  his  spelle. 
III.  Guard  all  the         j)(i  bridde  stape  is  wel  to  loki  alle  ]je  wj-^ttes  of  pe 

wits  of  the  body — 

the  eye  from  foul  bodye  /  ase  ])e  c^cn  uram  fol  zy^pe.  ]>e  earen  /  to  hyere 
the  ear  from  foul    folcwoides.  fe  liondeu  ura[ni]   wyckede  takinges.   pe 

words, 

the  hands  from 

wicked  handling, 

&c. 

These  are  the 

five  gates  of  the 

city  of  the  heart,  g^jj  jn  ofte  ine  pe  vif  Jjcrles  of  pe  house  /  huerby  pa 
dyeuel  ofte  ge}?  in-to  pe  herte  /  ase  zayJ?  pe  profete. 
Vele  guode  men  and  stronge  habbef  by  y-nome  and 
ouercome  /  be  Jjan  Jjet  hi  ne  lokede  na3t  wel  fise  gates. 
And  yef  jjou  vrylt  habbe  uorbisnes  :  fench  fet  non  ne 

Samson,  David,     wes    strengCT   pSimiQ   samsou   fortin.    ne    wiser   Jja/ine 

and  Solomon  were         ,  ^^  ^         ■,  i       •  ^  ^        i 

overcome  through  salomou.  ne  more  milder  ps^nne    dauid.   and    ameway 

tiiesr^ates"^        uilleu  be  wyfmen.      Ac  uorzofe  yef  hy  hedden  wel 

yemd  pe  gates :  jje  uyend  ne  hedde  na^t  ynome  zuo 

St  Gregory  says,     greate  casteles.    Vor  ase  zayj?  saint  gregorie.   *  pe  tour  of 

"The  tower  of  the    .      ■,        ,  ,   ^  i     j        ,  j         i 

heart  may  not  be    P^  herte  ne  may  na^t  by  nome  bote  pe  gates  by  opene 
^tVetpH     t«  >^  ost  of  ]">  dyeule.'     Huerof  yealde  fUozofes  hem 

the  devil's  host, 


[Fol.  64.  a.] 


Philosophers  of 
old  fled  Into 
deserts  to  pre- 
serve their  chas- 
tity. 

The  bodily  wits 
are  as  a  horse 
without  a  bridle, 

but  a  chaste 
heart  restrains 
them  with  the 
bridle  of  reason. 

IV.  Let  the  flesh 
be  governed  by 
the  spirit. 

The  lusts  and 
pleasures  of  the 
heart  mar  chas- 
tity. 


idedden  in-to  uerre  stedes  in-to  dezert.  feruore  Jjet  hi 
ne  mitten  yzy  /  ne  yhere  /  ne  uele  /  Jjing  huerby  pe 
strengjje  of  hire  workes  uledde  away  /  ne  huerby  hi 
ssolden  lyese  hire  chastete.  j)e  ojjre  feruore  fet  hi  nere 
ine  zewne  to  f  enche  of  filozofie  /  hy  Jjresten  out  hare 
e3en  of  pe  herte  /  jjet  hi  ne  ze3en  J?ing  jjet  ham  mi^te 
wypdia^e  uram  hire  cowtemplacion.  j)a.nne  pe  bodihche 
^vyttes  byej)  ase  fet  hors  fet  yernjj  wyjj-oute  bridle  zuo 
jjet  hit  dej)  ualle  his  Ihord.  Ac  pe  herte  chaste  /  ham 
ofhalt  mid  pe  bridle  of  skele.  I^ou  ich  habbe  pe  yzed 
parne  skele. 

\)e  uerjje  stape  is  ssarpnesse  of  line  to  do  his  uless 
onderuot  fet  is  wrang  to  pe  goste  /  ase  zayJ?  zaynte 
paul.  Vor  huo  f  et  wile  quenche  J^et  uer  of  lecherie  : 
he  mot  do  away  pe  ali^tynges  ])et  norisse]?  zuych  ver. 
])et  biej7  pe  lostes  and  Jje  eyses  of  pe  herte  /  ])et  bernej? 
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and  ali^te]?  ])et  uer  of  lecherie  /  and  anierrej)  cliastete. 

j)3iniiQ  saint  bernard  jjous  zayj?  /  jjet  chastete  spilj)  ^be  Jeremiah's  girdle 

,  •1111/   ^hat  became  rot- 

lostes.     pe  writmge  zayjj  /  Jjet  ieremies  brecngerdel  /  ten  beside  the 
rotede  bezide  ]?e  wetere.     Vor  chastete  /  jjet  is  onder-  dem)tes  chastity, 
stonde  /  and  betokned  be    J?e   brechgerdle  :    jjet  nor-  ^^"f^';it737*^' 
rotede  /  ine  jje  wetere  of  nonle  lostes.     And  jjernore  /  and  therefore  we 

,  ,11'TT'  !•  1  11  must  put  the  sin 

nuo  Jjet  wyle  mm  loki  uram   bermnge  :  he  ssei  do  a-  away,  by  fasting, 

way  Ipe  ilk  brondes  /  be  wy])dra3inges  of  mete  /  and  of  ^"    ^  penance, 
drinke  /  and  be  ssarpnesses  of  his  bodie.     Hiier-of  Ipe 

writinge  zay]?.  jjet    Jje  children    J?et    weren  y-norissed  The  children  who 

mid  greate  metes  /  nolden  na^t  ethe  of   ])e  lostuolle  "  lustfui  meats," 

.  I  -1  •  1       !>  Pill  were  preserved 

metes  /  weren  y-bor3e  me  pe  lornayse  oi    babyloyne.  in  the  furnace  of 
huerby   is    onderstonde  :    zeTzne    of  lecherie  /  jjet   is  ^^^y^""- 
yquenct  mid  uorberinge  of  mete  and  of  drinke  /  and  be 
ssarpnesse    of  lyue.     Ac   ]je   greate   metes  /  and  jjet  Great  meats 

.  .  11'/  1      nourish  lechery, 

stronge  wyn  /  ali3te]j  and  norissejj  lecherie  /  ase  oyle  as  ou  or  grease 

1.  Tj-u         ^4-rn         1.1.1.^  keep  up  the  fire. 

ofer  grese  aii^tep  and  st[rjengpep  pet  uer. 

\)Q  vifte  stape  is  be-uly  kueade  uela^rede   and  ]3e  v.  Avoid  the  fel- 
lowship of  the 
enchesons  of    ze?2ne.     Moche   uolk   bye])    y-ualle   ine  wicked, 

ze?2ne  be  kueade  uela3rede  fet  na^t  elles  ne  hedden 

yualle.    Ase  be  leuayne  zoureb  bet  do::  and  hit  draab  to  for  it  mars  a 

J  «/  J   J  J  J  J  man's  good  fame. 

smac  :  alsuo  ])e  queade  uela^rede  amerjj  jjet  guode  los 

of  ])e  ma/ine.     A  roted  eppel  amang  jje  holen  :  make])  a  rotten  apple 

.  .  .      will  spoil  a  great 

rotie  jje  yzounde.  yet  he  is  longe  per  amang.     A  quic  many  sound 

col  berni?ide   ope  ane  hyeape  of  dyade  coles  :  hit  his  °"^®" 

zet  alle  auer.   Huerof  ])e  sauter  zayj).   '  })ou  sselt  by  holy 

mid  ])e  holy,  and  poure  mid  ])e  poure. '  ase  yef  he  zede. 

ye  f  ])ou   Avilt  loki  ])ine  kle?znesse  and  ])ine  chastete  : 

beuH  ])e  uela^rede  of  ])e  kueade.     Vor  yef  ])ou  louest  ])e  ifthouiovest  the 

1-1  company  of  the 

uela^rede  of  Jje  queade  :  ])ou  sselt  by  zuych  ase  hi  bye]),  wicked  thou  shait 

Vor  huo  ])et  loue]?  uela3rede  of  fol :  hit  behoue])  ])et  he  are. 

by  fol.   bet  zayb  be  wyse  ine  be  writinge.     Alsuo  be-  Avoid  the  very 

J  r  J  r    r  J  X  o  appearance  of 

houeb  him  beuly  be  encheysones  of  ze?zne  /  ase  speke  evu,  and  go  not 

into  temptation. 

pnueliclie  to  wyfman  in  stede  suspecton  :  wy])  one. 
Vor  J)et  yef])  ofte  encheysoun  to  zene^y  hua?2ne  me  he]) 
]»ane  time  and  ])ane  stede.    Huer-of  we  rede])  ine  ])e  boo 
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The  8tory  of 
Amon,  king 
David's  sun. 


Avoid  those  things 
tliat  lead  tu 
lecliery. 

[Fol.  64.  b.] 


Lot  was  com  - 
maiided  not  only 
to  leave  Sodom, 
but  all  its 
bounds. 

So  one  must  for- 
sake lechery,  and 
the  temptation 
leading  to  it. 
The  moth  flieth 
about  the  candle 
until  it  is  burnt. 


VI,  Be  occupied 
with  good  and 
honest  works. 

The  devil  tempt- 
eththe  idle  man. 
Idleness  is  the 
mistress  of  much 
wickedness. 
[*  steppe  ?] 


"Wherefore," 
says  St  Jerome, 
"let  the  devil  al- 
ways find  thee 
employed." 


Sodom  fell  into 
sin  through  pride> 
idleness,  and 
plenty. 


of  kinges.  )3ct  anion  |jot  wes  dauij)  is  zone  :  huawiie 
ho  liild  his  zoster  /  on  :  to  one  /  pnueliche  ine  his 
chombre  /  he  hise  uorlay.  Josepes  Iheuedy  J)0  hy  uand 
alone  hiw  /  hi  wolde  do  him  zene3i  niid  hire,  ac  he  him 
idedde  /  ase  \vys  /  and  liise  uorlet.  jperuore  zay}?  zainte 
paid,  beuly  fornicacion.  pet  is  to  zigge  /  ))e  encheysons 
J)et  mo^e  lede  to  zerme  of  lecherie.  Vor  me  ne  may 
na3t  betere  ouercome  zerme  of  lecherie  /  ne  loki 
chastete  :  farme  to  by-uly  fe  encheysones  of  zewne. 
Jjeruore  fe  angle  zede  to  lot  /  fet  he  ssolde  guo  out  of 
J?e  cite  of  sodomme  /  and  alle  ]?e  boundes.  Vor  hit  ne 
is  na^t  yno3  to  lete  )je  kueade  uela3rede  ne  fe  zewne  : 
bote  he  ne  lete  ])e  markes  of  zenne.  j)(it  is  to  zigge  : 
Jje  encheisons  of  zenne.  Me  couf  e  zigge.  zuo  longe  gej) 
pet  pot  to  pe  wetere  :  ]?et  hit  comjj  to-broke  horn,  and 
zuo  long  uli3jj  pe  ulindre  aboute  pe  candle  :  fet  hi 
bernjj.  Alsuo  me  may  zuo  moche  zeche  pe  enchesouns 
of  zenne  /  ]?et  me  ual]).  j^a/^ne  huo  fet  wyle  him  loki  / 
uram  berninge  he  ssel  him  wjpdva^e. 

j)e  zixte  stape  is  /  to  by  ine  nyedes  of  guode  workes 
and  oneste.  Vor  pe  uyend  ])et  neure  ne  /  slepj)  / 
hua/^ne  he  uint  man  ydel  and  sleawol  guod  uor  to  done  / 
he  him  def  ine  his  niedes  /  and  def  him  stempe  '  li3tliche 
in-to  ze?zne.  ])anne  pe  Avritinge  zayf  /  fet  idelnesse  / 
jjet  is  to  zigge  /  sleujje  and  onlosthede  wel  to  done  /  is 
maystresse  of  moche  quead.  And  feruore  zayjj  zaynte 
paul.  *Ne  yef  na3t'  zayJj  he  *stede  to  pe  viende.'  })et  is 
to  zigge  :  ne  by  na3t  ydel  /  Jjet  pe  uiend  ne  uinde  stede 
pe  uor  to  uondi.  Vor  he  is  ydel  of  guod  workes  :  Jjet 
yefj)  stede  to  pe  zaule  hire  uor  to  uondi.  )?eruore  zayj) 
saint  gerome.  *  Do  alneway  zome  finges  of  zome  guode 
workes  /  zuo  J?et  pe  dyeuel  pe  uynde  alneway  workinde. 
uor  huo  pet  is  ydel  /  he  him  ne  may  na3t  longe  hyalde 
Jjet  he  ne  ualle  in-to  zeraie.'  j)anne  pe  profete  zay]?.  uor 
pet  wes  pe  zenne  of  sodome  /  pet  prede.  ydelnesse.  and 
plente.  pet  is  to  zigge  /  pet  hi  ethen  /  and  uorzuol3e  / 
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and   na3t  ne    dede.  hiier-by  hy  uillen  in-to  pe  uoule 
zenne  pet  na^t  ne  is  to  nemni.  alsiio  dej?  moclie  uolc  Much  folk  lose 
pet  Ijesep  hare  time  /  and  liine  bezettejj  ine  ydelnesse  /  ^^^s,  iJTSeats, 
and  ine  to  moclie  of  metes  an  drinkes  /  and  ine  fole  cSshnelf  ^^'' 
ple3es.  ine  childhedes  /  ine  li3thedes  /  ine  zonges  /  ine  JfJ^^*^'  ^°'^g 
karoles  /  and  ine  tables  /  in  ches  /  and  ine  obre  fole  ^^^^^^'  ^^^  o^^^r 

'  lit  fo^l  games, 

gemenes.     Ine  zuyche  li^tliedes  waste j?  hare  time,  and  and  so  fail  into 
feruore  hi  uallej)  li3[t]liche  ine  moche  uoul  ze?2ne  /  and 
ofte  in-to   pe  pette  of  helle.  jjet   is  ate   pricke  of  pe 
dyafe  /  huerof  he  ^  ne  nimj?  none  hede.  [^  hi?] 

J?e  zeuende  stape  is  guode  benes  to  god  /  jjet  moche  vii.  offer  good 

,    ,  n  /  1  T   1  p  prayers  to  God. 

IS  worp  to  ouercome  aile  zenne  /  and  nameiicne  ze?zne  oi 

lecherie.     jpa/zne  saynt  ambroyse  zayjj.  '  holy  bene  is  a 

guod  sseld  /  a-ye  alle    pe  berninde  gauelockes   of  J^e 

dyeule.'  and  ysidre  zayj).  ]jet  /  jjet  his  remedie  aye  alle  Holy  prayer  is  a 

zenne.    to   him   f  et   jernp    to    holy  benes  /  an  haste  f gainst  lust. 

hua?ine  be  vyend  asayleb  be  herte.    Vor  wone  to  bidde  :  ^'  ^^  powerful 

'        -^  -^      r  r  before  God,  for  it 

aquencb  alle  be  asayhnges  of  ze7^ne.     Holy  bene  is  wel  is  shored  with 

,  ^  ,  ,  .  four  things,  as 

mi3[t]uol  auoreyegod.  uor  hi  is  y-ssored  /  mid  uour  Jjinges  with  four  posts, 
ase  mid  uonr  poss[t]es. 

be  uerste  is  ri^te  beleaue  huer-of  zayb  oure  Ihord  ine  i.  The  first  is 

1  .  m  T         1  •  .        n  /  T  true  belief. 

his  spelle.   '  In  al  ])et  jjou  acsest  me  Jjme  benes  /  haue  Have  a  good 
guode  beleaue  /  and  uest  hope  ine  god  :  and  fou  sselt  anVthy  praySs 
habbe  /  jjet  ])ou  acsest.'     Saint  Jacob  zayf.  Jjet  me  acsy  ^  ^    ^  answeie  . 
to   god  /  ueste   bileue  /  wy]?-oute    drede.  uor   huo   fet  He  who  is  with- 

^      ,       T       •  ,  r>  ,  111-,  iiii'1        out  faith  is  as  the 

dret :  he  is  ase  pe  w^e  oi  pe  ze  /  pet  pe  wynd  let  hider  ^ave  of  the  sea, 

and   ])ider.     And  jjeruore   he  ])et  ge])  'yerninde  /  and  ^^nd*^  ^^  ^^^ 

talyinde  /  ne  Jjeng]?  na3t  aye  god.     j)e  o])er  ping  pet      [Foi.  65.  a.] 

ssel  by  ine  bene  is  hope  uor  to  habbe  ])et  me  byt. 

Huer-of  pe  sauter  zay]).  haue  guode  hope  ine  god  /  and  2.  Have  good 

he  pe  wile  do  fet  Jjou  him  acsest.     And  Jjeruore  zede  he  thou  askest  for.^ 

ine  ane  ojjre  stede.     *  Lord  haue  merci  of  me  :  uor  min 

herte  hope]?  ine  jje.'     Grat  hope  ous  jeip  him  uor  to 

bidde  /  zuo  f»et  he  ne  zayde  na3t  /  ine  behotingge  /  ]?o 

he  zede  ine  pe  godspelle.  ^  huo  fet  acsef  :  he  nimjj.  and 

huo  fet  zekjj :  he  vint.  and  huo  ]3et  clepej?  :  god  him 
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now    PRAYER    SHOULD    BE    OFFERED. 


Arik  wisely,  dUi- 
gently,  ami  perse- 
verinf,'ly. 


and  God  shiiU  hear 
in  haste  thy 
prayers. 


Some  ask  more 
than  is  proper 
for  them,  as  did 
the  apostles  John 
and  James, 


who  were  re- 
proved by  our 
Lord  for  their 
presumption. 

Let  no  man  be 
overweening  like 
the  Pharisees, 

[  1  f arisen  .?] 


but  let  him  pray 
meekly  before 
God. 

Take  heed  to  the 
poor  beggars, 
how  they  exhibit 
their  evils  in 
order  to  excite 
pity. 

So  shall  one  show 
meekly  before 
God  his  lacks 
and  sins. 
Other  folk  pray 
for  temporal 
gifts, 

but  G  od  will  not 
give  thee  a  pear 
or  an  apple  as  one 
doth  to  a  child. 


opene|).*  ))et  is  to  oiiderstonde  /  huo  ))et  acsejj  /  ^v}'8liche. 
huo  )jet  zocj)  /  (liligentliche.  and  liuo  ))e[t]  clepej)  / 
bleuindcliche.  IIua?me  jjiso  |?ri  jjinges  byej)  ine  hir^ 
skele.  wyt.  diligence,  and  pe?'seuerance  :  god  ham  y-herj) 
an  haste,  ^vyt :  Jjet  }jou  acsi  wisliche.  Moche  uolk 
acse))  /  ]jet  ne  byejj  na^t  y-herd  /  uor  hi  make]?  kuoad- 
liche  hire  acsinge.  Huerof  saint'Jacob  zayj?  to  )jan  Jjet 
ne  Avyte])  huet  hi  acse|j.  '  )?ou  acsest '  he  zayjj  *  to  god 
ofte  /  ac  na3t  ne  onderua[n]gst.'  zome  akse])  to  he3  fing  / 
more  Jja72ne  ham  behoue))  /  ase  dede  fe  tuaye  apostles 
saint  Jon  /  and  'saint  Jacob,  fet  acsede  pet  on  of  ham 
zete  ane  Jje  ri^thalf  of  oure  Ihorde  ine  his  regne  /  and 
Jje  ojjer  ane  his  lefthalf.  Hi  ne  acsede  na^t  mshche  ac 
raj?re  hit  ])03te  grat  j)resumcion.  And  Jjeruore  he  ham 
ansurede  oure  Ihord  hardliche  and  ham  zede.  '  Ye  ne 
wytej)  huet  ye  acse]?.'  }?a?2ne  huo  J»et  wile  wyslicho 
bidde  god  /  yef  he  liim  lokej?  uram  presumpcion  /  o]?er 
J)et  he  ne  wene  greate  Jjinges  of  him-zelue  ase  dede  Jje 
farisen'  pet  yalp  ine  his  benes  /  and  onworpede  pane 
pubblycan.  Ac  mildeliche  me  ssel  to  god  bidde  /  and 
him-zelue  deme  beuore  god  pet  yzi3p  pe  herten  of  pe 
uolke.  and  wot  hare  eueles  /  and  hire  lackes  /  and  wot 
huet  ham  is  nyed  /  betere  pa/zne  ham-zelue  conne.  Nim 
hede  to  pe  poure  truons  /  hou  hi  ssewep  hire  eueles  / 
and  hare  def antes  /  uor  to  maki  pet  uolk  /  to  habbe  pe 
more  reupe  of  ham.  Alsuo  me  ssel  do  to-uore  god  / 
mildehche'ssewyhis  lackes  /  and  his  zewnespererecordy  / 
uor  to  habbe  grace  and  uoryeuenesse.  ))e  opre  byp  pet 
ne  conne  acsi  bote  pinges  libbinde  and  little  /  ase  byep 
pe  guodes  of  time.  God  pe  wyle  wel  gratter  pinges 
yeue.  He  nele  pe  yeue  pere  /  ne  eppel  /  ase  me  dep 
ane  childe.  ac  greate  pinges  he  wile  pet  pou  him  acsi. 
pinges  pet  pe  by  profitable  /  to  helpe  of  zaule  /  ase 
his  grace  and  his  blisse.  Yor  huo  pet  acsep  to  god 
richesses  /  worpssipes  /  he3nesses  /  oper  dyeap  of  his 
yuon  :  he  zent  to  gode  uoule  benes.  and  peruore  he  ne 
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liierb  his  na^t.      beriiore  zayb  zaint  austin.     '  Ne  onder-  He  desires  us  to 

»  ^  '  '  ask  what  is  pro- 

stand  na3t'  he  zay]? '  of  god  uor  greate  ]?iiiges  /  fe  guodes  fitabie  to  the 

.  ,    soul. 

]?et  he  yefj?  /  alsuo  wel  to  ])e  kueade  /  ase  to  j}e  giiode.    Temporal  gifts 

.  1  i      1  T  1  J.      are  bestowed  upon 

he    wyle   zigge.  me   ne    ssei   na3t   hyealde  uor  greate  the  evii  as  weii  as 
jjinges  /  fe  guodes  pasinde  fet  god  yefj)  /  alsuo    and  "^po^^^^^soo  , 
more  yet  to  fe  kueade  :  j^a/^ne  to  jje  guode  /  and  J^eruore 
his  yefj)  god  to   ])e  wyckede :  ]?et  ])e  guode  lierni  to  wherefore  the 

good  should  not 

onworfi   jjet   he    yefJ)    to  ])e  kueade  /  ase  zayf  zaynt  set  great  store  by 

austin.     '  Hua?ine  ]?ou  bist  jjaraie  god'  /  zay])  saynt  am- 

broyse  /  '  acsej?  grat  ]?ing  /  fet  byef  ]?o  ])et  euremo  ilestej) 

wy])-oute  ende  /  na3t  ])e  j^inges  pasinde.     Vor  ]?e  ilke 

bene  ne  com])  na3t  to  gode.'     jperuore  ous  tekj)  oure      [FoI.  65.  b.] 

guode  mayster  lesu  crist  /  uofrl  to  acsi  wysliche.  and  we  must  ask  aii 

°  J  /  L  J  J  ^    ^^-j^gg  jn  the 

OUS  ssepj?  oure  acsinge  ]?o  he  zede.   '  Yef  ])ou  acsest  eni  name  of  Jesus. 

J?ing  to  mine  uader  /  ine  mine  name  :  he  hit  ]?e  wile 

yeue.'     Yef  he  hit  acse]?  mid  fe  name  of  lesu  cnst  / 

]}et  acse]?  ))et  behoue]?^  to  hel]?e  of  zaule.    Vor  lesu  /  is  Jesus  signifies 

asemoche  worjj  :  ase  hel]?e.     And  huet  ping  ssolle  we    [i  ms.  hohmt^p] 

J5a7^ne  acsi :  he  ous  tekjj    ine  his  spelle  jjo  he  zede. 

*  Verst  ocsej?  godes  riche/and  his  ri3tuolnesse.  and  alle  "Seek first," 

1 .   T  .  1     T     T  1  J    -VT         ^^y^  Christ, 

Jjise  timliche  jjinges  :  ])ou  sselt  habbe  to  auontage.    Vor  " God's  kingdom 
ase  me  can  zigge  /  '  to  j?e  meste  niede  :  me  ssel  alneway  eousness""  &c. 
yerne.'     We   habbeb  niede  of   tuo    bing.  'of  gostliche  we  should  yeam 

''  '  T      o    ^         ^  for  the  greatest 

guodes  /  and  of  timliche  guodes.     Ac  wel  more  nyede  gift, 

we  habbeb  of  gostliche  guodes.  and  beruore  we  ssolle  for  we  have  more 

,  ,  ,  .  .        need  of  spiritual 

his  uerst  and  pn'ncipalliche  bidde.   and  god  his  wile  than  of  temporal 

ous  yeue  /  and  ous  wile  do  auontage  of  J?e  ojjre  guodes  / 

f  et  byej)  Jie  timliche  guodes.     We  ne  ssolle  na3t  maki 

of  jje   o])re    [seconde]    guodes  pmicipals  /  ase   dojj  fe 

couaytouse  /  Jjet  ne  zechef  ofer  lif  /  bote  j^et  /  ])et  ham 

failej?  /  and  ham  ascapej)  wille  hi  nolle  hi.     Ac  ]je  riche 

of  heuene  is  bet  lif  eurelestinde :  we  ssolle  bidde  be  wherefore  let  us 

'  pray  for  life  ever- 

ofseruinges  of  guode  workes.     And  \<di  is  pet  god  zayj).  lasting, 
'biddeb  uerst  godes  riche  /and  his  ri3tuolnesse.'  bet  is/  and  power  to  do 

good  works, 

do  guode  workes  /  huerby  me  may  come  to  po  riche  pet  whereby  one 
neure  ne  ssel  faili.  an  huo   pus  hit  bit :  god  dep  him  God's  kingdom. 
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of  this  world  are 
never  satisfiotl 


auoiitage  of  pa  tiiiiliche  guodes.  lun-  he  liise  hiiu  yef]) 
t(j  h'lH  wuiie  yiio3liclie.  uor  nu3t  ne  lacke]?  to  ham  fet 
The  covetous  men  louie])  gotl  /  aud  di'ude))  /  asii  zay|)  |)e  writiiige,  Ac  ]?e 
couaytouse  of  fe  wordle  :  J)e  more  ))et  hi  hahbcj)  /  fe 
lesse  hi  habbejj.  huo  fet  mest  hej?  of  mayne  /  and  mest 
hi//i  faile))^  of  mete,  and  ))et  mest  hef  liors  :  mest  him 
faylejj  gromes  and  stablen.  And  sain[te]  lerome  zayj). 
]}et  '  to  Jje  wT^eche  fayle]) :  J)et  he  he]j  /  and  ]?et  he  ne]?.' 
Nou  ]?ench  Jja/aie  huawne  ])ou  woldest  bidde  god 
and  acsi  wisliche  /  and  dihgentliche  /  ];et  is  ententif- 
liche  /  and  perseuerantliche  :  and  he  ]?e  wiUe  y[e]ue  : 
pet  ]je  best  niede  to  ]>i  profit  /  an  to  hel]?e  to  pine 
zaule. 

j)Q  Jjridde  ])ing  fet  ssel  by  ine  bene  :  is  deuocion  of 
herte  /  pet  is  to  arere  pe  herte  to  god  /  ^\'y|)-oute  J}03te 
ine  opre  stede.     )pa7^ne  oure  Ihord  zayjj  /  'huawne  pou 
Say  thy  prayer  in  sselt  bidde  god  /  be-tuene  pine  tep.'  pet  is  to  zigge  /  ine 
pine  herte.  ssete  pe  dore  ojje  pe.   pet  is  to  zigge  :  do  out 
alle  po3tes  ulessliche  /  uoule  /  and  wordleliche  /  and 
zuo    bide    pine    uader    of  heuene   ine   halke.       Saynt 
cipWan    pons    zayp.     pet    alle    po3tes    ulessliche    and 
wordlehche  me  ssel  di3te  uram  pe  herte  /  pet  wyle  god 
bidde.  zuo  pet  his  herte  ne  penche  to  opre  pinge  :  bote 
to  pet  he  ssel  bidde.   'hou'  zayp  'he  /  wenst  pou  /  pet 
god  pe  y-here  /  liua?2ne  pou  ne  hierst  nat  pi  zelue  ? ' 
And  ysidre  zayp.  '  pa/ine  /  we  biddep  zopliche  /  hua?^ne 
we    penchep   nawerelles.'     And    saint    augi^stin    zayp. 
What  good  is  it     '  Huet  is  hit  worp   to   sterie   and   to  beate  al  day  pe 
while  the  heart  is  lippen  /  liua?zne  pe  herte  is  al  domb"?'  zuych  difference 
ase  per  is  be-tuene  pe   cheue  and  pe  corn  /  be-tuene 
bren  and  flour  of  huete  /  betuene  pe  uelle  and  pe  beste  : 
zuyche  difference  is  betune  pe  rearde  of  pe  bene  /  and 
pe  deuocioun  of  pe  herte.   God  ne  is  na3t  goth  ^  to  uede 
corn  and  flour  of   jj-^jj  leaucs.   alsuo  be  bene  bet  is  y-wri^e  ine  leaues  of 

wheat.  ■'^  r  'J  7 

wordes  /  wyp-oute  deuocion  of  herte  /  ne  likep  na3t  to 
^  MS.   saile]>  -  got  ?  =  goat 


3.  Let  there  be 
devotion  of  heart 
in  thy  prayer. 


thine  heart, 

and  put  out  all 
fleshly  and  foul 
thoughts. 


We  pray  truly 
when  we  think  of 
nought  else. 


The  voice  of 
prayer  is  but 
chaif  and  bran. 
The  devotion  of 
the  heart  is  the 
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god  /  ac  rafre  him  mis-pay  J?  /  and  him^  went  j?et  yeare  /  [i  ms.  un] 

|)et  he  hit  ne  yhiere.  uor  he  ne  onderstant  na3t  zniche  [Foi.  66.  a.] 

speche.     Huo  bet  bit  orod  wyb-oute  deuocion  of  herte  :  He  who  prays 

^                             r                o             t/  J-  without  devotion, 

he  spekb  to  god  patroyllart.  ase  be  ilke  bet  spekb  half  addresses  God  as 

i^      r         &         r          J                         r                r           J.       T  one  that  speaketh 

englis  and  half  urenss.     he  spekf  to  god  mid  moufe  :  half  English  and 

,                         1        .          ,  half  French. 

ac   ]?e    herte    spek|)    o]?re   speche  /  hua7^ne   he  ]?eng]j 
elleshuer.     j)Sinne  liit  f e  fingj?  fet  zuych  uolk  /  fet  zuo 

biddeb  god  :  hi??i  scorneb.  ase  he   bet  wile  scorni  ane  such  folk  scom 

^   ^                                        ^                        '     _  God  as  one 

dyaue :    he  waggej)  ]je  lippen  onlepiliche  and  make))  mocks  a  deaf 

.   ,  man. 

semblont  to  spekene  :    and  na^t  ne  zay]?.      io  ziiiche  to  such  God 
uolke  make]?    god  J^et  dyeaue  eare.     Ac  pe  bene  fet 


ear. 


corn))  /  of  Ipe  dyepnesse  of  jje  herte  :  f  o  yherjj  oure 
Ihord.  Vor  ase  zayf  f  et  godspel.  '  god  is  a  gost.  and 
f  eriiore  huo  jjet  wile  by  yhierd  of  god  :  hit  him  behouejj  God  is  a  spirit, 

iT'Ti'  /  -I   •  )T-\-  i.11     ^"*^  must  be 

fet  he  bidde  me  goste  /  and  in  zojje.      JJamj)  ous  lekp  prayed  to  in  the 

to  bidde  god  deuoutliche  ine  pe  sautere  /  fo  he  zede.  ^^^"  * 

*  Ihord  mj  bene  bi  ydi3t  beuore  f e  :  ase  fet  stor.'     ])et 

stor  huawne  hit  is  ope  be  uere  smelb  zuete.  alsuo  deb  Prayer  of  a  fer- 

■"  -*  vent  heart  is 

be  bene  :  hua?2ne  hi  com  b  of  bernide  herte  of  be  loue  uke  the  incense 

,  on  the  fire. 

of  god  /  smei]}  wel  zuete  to-uore  god.  oferlaker  fe  bene 
ne  com]?  na^t  beuore  god  /  bote  hi  come  of  ]?e  herte. 
ase  \)e  messager  Jjet  none  lettres  ne  brengj?  /  ofer  ])et  Prayer  without 

devotion  is  a  mes- 
ne is  na^t  wel  yknawe  :  ne  com]?  na^t  li3tliche  touore  senger  without 

1  .  I  i        T  •  I  •  •  letters  of  recom- 

jje  kmge.   bene  wyJ?-oute  deuocion  /  is  messagier  wyp-  mendation. 

oute   lettres  /  and   wy])-oute   knawlechinge.    huo    ])et 

zuych  messager  zent  to  cort  :  euele  ha  dej?  his  niedes. 

Vor  ase  me  zayj?  co77imunliche.  huo  jjet  fol  zent :  fol 

abyt.     Huo  fet  wyle  fawne  zo))liche  bidde  god  :    he 

ssel  to  god  grede  mid  dyepe  herte  /  ase  dede  dauid  J?et  Pray  to  God 

,       .  nil!  •  1  with  a  deep 

zede  me  Jje  sautere.  '  Ihord  god  yhyer  mine  bene  and  heart, 
mine  rearde  Jjet  ich  grede  to  ])e  /  mid  ]?e  dyepnesse  of 
herte.'  ]?e  hete  of  loue  :  is  fe  gredinge  of  herte  /  fet 
zay])  saynt  augwstin.  ))e  ilke  rearde  and  pe  ilke  gred- 
inge /  him  likej).  na^t  rearde  uor  to  telle  tales.  Saint 
gregorie  zaij?.  jjet  zofliche  bidde  god  :  is  biter  zobb-  of  bitter  out- 
inge  of  uorfenchinge.  fet  is  to  zigge  /  of  zor3e  /  and  of  gp^iJ"^^  ° 
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and  not  of  «mooih  ropentoiice  of  herte  /  k(3.ste  tu  j(od.   iiujt  wordes  afaited 

words.  /  o  y 

and    y-sliked    ueleuold.       Zuych    gredinge    cache))    ]?e 

Jjyeues  /  pat  )>ye])  J?e  dyeulen  J)et  ous  waytej)  ous  to 

robbi.  and  jjcruore  ssolle  we  ofte  'grede  to  god  /  fet  he 

suchprayerdrives  OUS  loki  uram  bo  bioiies.     ALsuo  ssoUe  we  strangliche 

away  the  thieves, 

thatis,  the  devils,  grcdc  to  god  /  jjct  he  OILS  loki  unim  po  ]?yeues.    and 

uram  fe  uer  of  couaytise  /  and  of  lecherie  /  jjet  he  ous 

God  gave  the        yeue  bet  wctei  of  tyearcs  uor  to  quenche  zuich  uer  /  bet 

water  of  tears  ^ 

to  quench  the  fire  hit  ue  bcme  oufc  hertcu.    Alsuo  ssolle  Ave  grede  aye  J)e 
hearts.  foles  of  cucle  J)enchinges  /  ])et  ouerguoj)  ofte  ]je  herte. 

fet  ]>e  herte  ne  spille  be  grauntinge.  )?eruore  gredde 
dauijj  to  god  ine  Jje  sauter.  jjet  zede.  Ihord  /  y-wyte 
The  peril  of  sin  is  me  uram  fc  peril  of  weteris  /  fet  is  nie^  y-guo  in-to 
mine  herte.  And  Jje  deciples  of  oure  Ihorde  j)o  hi 
yze3en  fe  tempeste  of  fe  dyafe  ope  ham  gredden. 
*  Sire  /  y-wyte  ous  /  uor  we  spille]?.' 

Yor  Jjo  J»ri  finges  fet  ich  habbe  hier  y-zed  /  me 
ssel  ofte  grede  to  god  /  Jjet  he  ous  wytie  uram  Jjise  Jjri 
perils  /  of  fe  fyeues  of  helle  /  uram  ])e  uere  of 
couaytise.  of  foles  and  of  kueade  f  03tes  /  and  uram 
uondi[n]gge. 

Nou  sselt  Jjou  conne  /  fet  ine  eche  time  /  and  ine 
eche  stede  :  mi^t  fou  bidde  to  god.  ac  specialliche 
and  more  deuouteliche  me  ssel  him  bidde  at  cherche  / 
])ane  zonday  /  and  ine  festes  Jjet  bie])  iset  god  uor  to 
bydde.  herie  /  and  worjjssipie.  and  peruore  me  let  of 
bodiliche  workes  of  jje  woke  /  uor  betere  to  onder- 
stonde  to  bidde  god.  serui  /  herie  /  and  worssipie. 
J^er  bye])  tuaye  manere  benes  /  on  ])enchinde  ine  herte  / 
fet  me  may  oueral  bidde.  an  ofer  ine  speche  of  mou]7e. 
pet  me  ssel  bidde  ine  oneste  stedes  /  na^t  ine  longaynes 
ase  do])  fe  ypocrites  /  pet  ham  sseawe])  wy[])]-oute  /  and 
na3t  wi])-ine.  and  alsuo  per  biep  opre  pet  gredep  hare 
benes  zuo  Ihoude  pet  po  pet  byep  y-hende  /  byep 
desstorbed  of  hare  deuocion  be  ham  /  and  penchep 
zuych   ich    am.     And   peruore  to    zuichen   zayp    god. 


like  the  peril  of 
waters, 

and  the  tempest 
of  death. 


We  should  pray 
God  to  preserve 
us  from 

1.  the  thieves  of 
hell, 

2.  covetousness, 

3.  evil  thoughts. 


Pray  specially  to 
God  on  Sunday  in 
church. 


[Fol.  66.  b.] 

We  forsake  the 
works  of  the 
week  in  order  to 
serve  God  better 
on  that  day. 
Some  pray  to  be 
seen  of  men. 


and  others  pray  so 
loud  as  to  dis- 
turb those  near 
them. 
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Vor-zojje  ich  zigge  to  yow  :  ye  habej)  onderuonge  youre 

niede.     Yef  god  het  /  zuo  straytlic[h]e  loki  jjane  zeter-  if  a  man  was 

.  stoned  for  gather- 

day  /  ine  pe  yealde  m^e  /  jjet  ne  made,   ane  man  /  to  ing  wood  on  the 

stene  /  to-uore   al   )?e   uolke  /  uor   jjet   he    hedde  y-  ^^t^^'^^^^' 

gadered  /  a  lite  wode  /  Jjane  zeterdey.  huet  ssel  he  do  / 

of  Ipaji  I  Jjet  do]?  /  greate  ze?znes  /  jjane  zonday  /and  what  shaii  be 

ine  festes  /  and  waste]?  ])ane  time  in  ydelnesse  /  and  commits  great 

o  T  J  ^    1      •  i>     1.  1  •  ^         sins  on  the  Sun- 

me  lolies.  and  worse    do]?   me  testes  :    ^miriQ  \n  o])re  ^^yp 

da^es.     yorzo]?e  hi  ssolle  by  more  y-pined  /  and  more 

y-damned  ine  fe  o]?re  wordle  :  ]?a?wie  geus  /  ]?et  breken  For  the  Sunday 

is  more  holy 

hare  zeterday.      Vor  ]?e  zonday  is  more  holy  :  fawne  ]?e  than  the  satur- 
zeterday. 

Also  bye])  ]7e  festes  pnncipals  /  liet  bye])  yzet  ine  The  great  festi- 

.    ,  .        vals  are  set  apart 

holy  cherche  /  uor  god  to  bidde  /  and  fonki  /  serm  /  for  worshipping 

lierie  /  and  worfssipie.   of  ])e  greate  guodnesses  fet  he 

])e  he])  y-do  /  ase  holy  cherche  recorde]).     Ine  zuyche  Christmas  re- 

•  /  1  •     T  /I  minds  us  of 

testes  ase  at  C77stesmesse  /  his  beringe  /  hon  he  wes  y-  Christ's  birth, 

bore  /  of  J)e  mayde.     At  yestre  /  his  oparizinge  /  hoii  rikng,  Ascension 

he  aros  iiram  dyafe  /  to  hue.     Ate  assencion  /  hou  ha  heaveif^^"^ 

stea3  to  heuene  /  ine  z^]>q  /  of  alle  his  apostles.     At  JJ^f *^","n?of''^ 

lokes  /  hou  he  zente  ])ane  holy  gost :  ope  his  apostles.  ^^^^  Hoiy  Ghost. 

Alsuo  ])er  byeji  yzet  ])e  festes  of  hal3en  /  ine  holy  There  are  the 

,         ,        /  .  .     .       ,  •  1    ;  1    feasts  of  saints, 

cherche  /  uor  to  wor])ssipie  /  an  uor  to  serui  god  /  and  ^hich  must  be 

herie  /  and  his  hal^en  /  of  ])e  miracles  ])et  he  dede  uor  °^^^^^  • 

ham.   uor  to  uestni  oure  beleaue.     And  feruore  /  we 

ssolle  fe  festes  of  hal^en  loki  /  and  bidde  /  pet  hi  ous 

helpe  auoreye  oure  Ihord  lesu  cn'st  /  ])et  zuo  moche  his  Let  us  pray  that 

.  .  /  1    •  they  help  us  be- 

worssipej)  /  me  heuene  /  and  me  er]?e.     Jeanne  zene^e])  fore  God. 
he  wel  kueadliche  /  ])et  ne  loke])  ])e  festes.     Vor  he 
def  aye  godes  heste.  and  of  holy  cherche. 

Ac  zome  mi^te  zigge.   '  lyeue  sire  /  me  ne  may  na^t  some  might  say, 

"  One  cannot  al- 

alneway  bidde  god  /  ne  by  at  cherche.  huet  kuead  is  way  be  praying, 
hit  /  yei  ich  guo  playe.  and  solaci.  fer-huile  ])et  ich  church." 
me  solaci  /  an  playe  :    iche  ne   fenche   none  ma?nie 
kuead.'   To  ban  ich  wille  ansuerie  li^thche.  uor  al  bane  ah  time  not 

^  -^  *  given  to  God  is 

time  /  J)et  fou  bezest  in  fole  genienes  /  in  ydelnesse  /  lost  time. 
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He  loseth  a  great 
thing  that  loseth 
his  time. 


for  he  loseth  the 
good  that  he 
might  do  in  that 
time. 

[Fol.  67.  a.] 

Be  occupied  in 
good  works,  for 
time  is  short, 
and  we  know  not 
when  we  shall 
die. 


Another  may 
say,  "If  all  days 
are  to  be  mass 
days  and  holy, 
how  then  should 
we  sow,  reap, 
mow,  &c.  ?  " 


The  answer  I 
leave  to  those 
better  able  to 
answer  it  than  I, 


When  at  church 
a  man  should  re- 
member that  the 
place  is  holy. 


It  is  a  house  of 
prayer. 


and  ine  niedes  /  J)ut  ne  byej)  iia3t  i-di3t  to  god  :  jjou  his 
lyest.  Vor  Jjou  sselt  ywyte  /  J?et  al  Jjaiie  time  /  fot  fou 
lie  Jjengst  iia^t  a  god  :  fou  liise  sselt  rekeni  uor  na3t. 
))et  zayj)  an  hal^eii.  fet  is  to  onderstonde  /  hiia/nie  Jjou 
lie  Jjengst  /  bote  to  ydelnesse  of  finge  /  Jjet  ne  is  ydi3t  / 
ine  none  maner  to  god.  And  uorzojje  he  liest  grat 
f  ing  /  J?et  liest  his  time  /  zuo  zayJ)  senekes.  uor  he  lyest 
]je  guodes  pet  he  ssolde  do  /  ine  zuo  moche  time  /  ase  he 
lyest  ine  fe  playes  /  and  ine  ydelnesse.  and  ))et  ne  is 
na3t  AV}']}-oute  zenne  /  to  liese  fane  time  /  in  queade 
Avones.  Vor  god  vnle  acsi  rekeninge  /  ate  daye  of  dome. 
fiis  zayj?  saint  anselm.  And  jjeruore  me  ssel  alneway 
wel  do  /  and  wel  bezette  J?ane  time  /  ine  guode  workes  / 
ase  moche  /  ase  me  may  /  Jjer-huile  Jjet  he  leuef.  uor  J?e 
time  is  ssort  /  ase  zayj?  Jje  writinge.  ne  non  ne  wot  / 
hou  longe  he  hit  ssel  habbe.  uor  non  ne  wot  /  hua/zne 
he  ssel  sterue  /  ne  huawne  he  ssel  paci. 

An  oJ)er  may  zigge.  *  Yef  hit  were  suo  /  ])et  alle 
da3es  ine  ]je  yeare  were  messeda3es  /  and  y-hote 
hyealde  be  holy  cherche.  huo  J?awne  ssolde  erye  /  and 
zawe.  ripe  /  and  mawe.  and  ojjre  erjjliche  workes  to 
done  /  huer-by  men  ssoUe  libbe  1 '  ]?erne  ansuere  ich  lete 
to  ham  :  Jjet  betere  conne  ansuerie  /  fawne  ich.  Huo 
fet  wyle  jja/^ne  loki  Jje  festes  /  ase  he  ssel :  he  hi??2  ssel 
loki  to  done  fing  /  fet  to  gode  ne  is  na3t  likinde  /  ne 
to  his  hal3en.  and  wel  to  bezette  jjane  time  /  in  god 
to  bydde  /  herie  /  and  Jjonki  of  his  guode.  y-here  his 
sermons  /  and  onderstonde  to  alle  guode  workes.  Alsuo  / 
hua7ine  at  cherche  /  man  hiin  ssel  habbe  /  wel  oiieste  / 
and  do  worjjssipe  /  an  reuerence  /  to  god.  and  to  his 
hal3en  /  uor  fe  stede  is  holy  /  and  is  y-zet  /  to  bidde 
god.  na3t  uor  to  iangli  /  uor  to  lhe33e  /  ne  uorto  trufly. 
jpa/me  oure  sire  zayf.  '  Min  hous  /  is  hous  of  bene.'  and 
j?eruore  me  ne  ssel  ofer  fing  do  /  ne  zigge  :  bote  fet 
hueruore  hit  is  y-zet.  ])is  zay]?  saynt  austin.  pe  ilke  fet 
ssel  come  to-uore  fe  kinge  ine  his  chombre  /  uor  zome 
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grace  to  bidde  /  he  hiin  loki  wel  to  zigge  Iphig  /  ]?et 

najt  ne  liki  ^e  kinge.     Wel  more  lie  him  ssel  loki  /  pe  ^  jg  Q^^.g  ^^^^^^. 

ilke  ]}et  com]?  to  cherche  /  Ipet  is  godes  chombre  /  and  hoyge'lnd  we 

godes  hous  /  to  done  /  and  to  zigge  /  to-uore  god  /  and  Hh^^onr  wh^^r^ 

to-uore  his  angles  /  Jiing  fet  him  ne  liki.     God  nele  is  pleasing  to 

na3t  J)et  me  maki  his  hous  marcat  /  ne  bofe  /  huerout 

he  wrek  /  ]jo  fe  zyalde  /  and  bo^te  /  ine  Jje  tewiple.   nor 

he  nele  /  J)et  me  maki  norewerdes  /  ne  noyses  /  ne 

nyedes  seculeres  /  berinne.  ac  rabre  wile  /  bet  me  on-  ^viierefore  pray 

'    '  *  *    ^  _  devoutly,  and 

derstonde  /  to  bidde  god  deuouteliche  /  and  Myiih  herie  /  thank  God  for 

.all  His  gifts  to 

and  jjonki  of  al  his  guode.     ))er  me  ssel  wyf-clepie  his  thee, 

herte  to  \i\in  /  and  do  al  out  /  alle  seculere  niedes. 

yemere  ])03tes.  and  ]?enche  an  his  sseppere  /  and  ane  and  think  of  His 

!•  1  T  ..  ii'i,i  !!•         goodness  to  thee. 

his  guode  guodnesses  jjet  god  him  he]?  y-do.  and  him 
dej»  communliche.  recordi  his  zeiznes  /  and  his  lackes  / 
and  him-zelue  mildi  /  to-uore  god  /  and  bidde  uoryeue- 
nesse  /  and  gr^ce  /  hi??i  to    loki   uram    ze?me.     and  Pray  for  forgive- 

,,.  .  iT/i  1  n  ness,  and  for 

bleumge  me  guode  hue  /  al  to  ]?e  ende.     ))ere  ssolle  f  e  grace  to  live 
greate  Ihordes  /  and  j^e  greate  ^Iheuedyes  uoryete  hare    ^^  ^  ^' 
blisse  /  hare  mi^te.  hare  dingnete.  and  hare  he^nesse.   in  church  great 

lords  and  ladies 

and  fienche  j^et  hi  byej)  beuore  hare  demere  /  ])et  ssel  should  lay  aside 

his  zette  to  skele  /  of  ]je  guodes  fet  he  ham  het  y-do. 

of  Jje  dingnete  /  huer  he  his  hej)  y-zet.  hou  hi  hit 

habbejj  y-used.    and  ham  ssel  yelde  be  hare  ofgoinge. 

)?eruore  hi  ssoUen  J>er  /  ham  moche  mildi  to  god  /  na^t 

glorifie  hare  he3nesse  /  ne  of  hare  uayre  di^ti^^ge  /  ne  of 

hare  uayre  robes  /  to  be  uorbysne  of  kino;e  dauib  /  bet  ^"^'  ^^^^  David, 

•^  .  y  i    y        humble  them- 

hedde  uoryete  his  dingnete  /  \o  he  bed  god  /  and  on-  selves  before 
worjjede  him-zelue /  touore  hi»i.   '  Ich  am'  he  zede  'a  lite 
werm  /  and  no  man.'  and  ine  Jjet  /  he  bekneu  /  his 
bolemodnesse.  his  pourehede  /  and  his  uoulhede.     Vor  ^^"  ^^  '^^^^  ^ 

-'  ^  '  worm, 

ase  jje  werm  is  uoul  /  and  lite  /  Jiing  onworj?  /  and  wext 

al  naked  /  of  jje  erfe  /  al-suo  is  man  /  uoul  fing  of 

hi?n-zelue.  uor  hua?zne  he  yede  /  in-to  ]?e  exil  of  })ise  naked  and  worth- 

wordle  :  na^t  he  ne  bro^te  :  ne  na3t  ne  ssel  here  away. 

al  naked  he  com  :  and  al  naked  he  ssel  guo.     jpawne       [FoI.  07.  h.] 
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QUKKN    HESTKR,   A    TATTKUN    TO    LADIES. 


filth,  a  Hiuk  full 
of  iliuig,  iiiul 
meat  for  wonxui. 


Great  ladies 
should  take  pat- 
tern by  Queen 
Hester, 


and  should  leave 
their  fine  robes 
at  home. 


God  is  disgusted 
with  those  who 
rejoice  in  these 
things,  and  desire 
to  please  fools. 


God  is  pleased 
with  a  mild 
heart  and  a  pure 
conscience. 

Women  should 
come  to  church 
with  clean  cloth- 
ing and  not 
dressed  above 
their  station. 


They  should  be 
meek  and  shame- 
faced. 


They  should  not 
be  too  busy  about 
decking  their 
heads  with  gold 
and  silver, 
for  at  church 


saint  bomard  zayj).  *  huet  is  man  /  bote  uoljje  /  and  a 
zech  uol  of  donge  /  wermene  mete?*  He  is  wel  uoul  an 
stinkinde  zed  ine  ]>e  byetinge.*  a  zech  uol  of  donge  ine 
liis  Hue.  mete  to  wermes  /  ine  his  dyajje.  Alsuo  J?o 
groate  ^  Iheuedyes  /  \)ei  come]?  zuo  idi3t  mid  gold  /  mid 
zeluer  /  mid  stones  of  p/-/s  /  and  mid  robes  of  grat  cost  / 
to  cherche  be-uore  god  /  hy  ssolden  nime  uorbisne  of 
Jje  quen  hester  /  \)et  dede  of  hire  coustouse  robes  /  and 
hire  o)?re  agraijjinges  /  fanne  hi  com  to  cherche  /  to 
bidde  god  /  and  hire  to  lo3y  /  and  bekneu  hare  poure- 
hede  to-uore  god  /  and  zayde  to  god.  '  Ihord  Jjou  wost 
Jjet  ich  hatie  Jje  toknen  of  prede  /  and  fe  blisse  of 
agrayfinges  /  and  of  ioyaus  /  Jjet  me  behouef  do  /  ope 
mine  heauede  ine  grrtt  wlatiynge.'  Vorzofe  /  and  zuo 
hej)  god  gTat  wlatiynge  /  to  ham  /  fet  ine  Jjise  finges 
habbejj  blisse  /  and  ham  agraypef  /  ham  uor  to  ssewy  / 
and  to  paye  pe  foles.  God  ne  hep  na3t  to  done  mid 
zuyche  payinges  /  ine  his  cherche.  ac  of  milde  herte  / 
and  of  clene  inwyt.  Zainte  panel  tekj?  ri3t  wel  /  hou 
pe  guode  wyfmen  /  ham  ssolle  agraypi  /  hua^zne  hi 
comej)  to  cherche  /  to  bidde  god.  He  zayp  pet  hi  ssolle 
habbe  clenliche  clopinge  /  wyp-oute  to  moche.  pet  is  to 
ondersto?^de  :  be  pan  pet  pe  wyfman  is.  Vor  pet  /  pet 
is  to  moche  ine  one  wj^fman  /  ne  is  na3t  to  moche  ine 
anopre.  More  behouep  to  ane  kuene  /  pa7^ne  behouep 
to  ane  borgayse  /  oper  to  ane  simple  Avyfman.  Efter- 
ward  he  tekp  /  huiche  byep  of  simple  zi3pe.  pet  is  to 
zigge  /  milde  /  and  ssamueste  /  na3t  pe  bolde  /  ne  pe 
na3t  ssamueste  /  ase  byep  pe  fole  wyfmen  /  pet  guop 
mid  stondinde  nhicke  ^  /  ase  hert  ine  launde  /  and 
lokep  azide  /  ase  hors  of  grat  cost.  Efterward  /  he 
nele  na3t  pet  hi  bi  to  bysi  /  of  hare  heaueden  to  agraypi 
mid  gold  /  and  mid  zeluer  /  and  mid  preciouse  stones. 
And  he  wile  yet  eft  /  pet  at  cherche  /  pet  hi  habbe  / 

^  For  '  beyetinge.'  2  ]\/[s_  gretate. 

3  MS.  reads  nihche 
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hare  heaueden  "y-wre^e  /  zuo  bet  non  ne  bi  ine  kuede  their  heads  should 

^  ^     I  i  be  covered. 

]?03tes  uor  ham.   and  jjet  hi  ne  yeue  none  enchesoun  / 

to  jjenche  quead  /  to   ham  /  jjet   hise  ysye]?.      Ac   hi 

ssollen  bi  ydi^t  ^  ase  he  zay])  /  ase  guode  wyfmen  /  ]jet      [i  ms.  ydi/t] 

sseawej?  ])e  guodnesse  of  hare  herten  /  be  guode  dedes  / 

and  ])eruore  zayj?  saynt  Ambroyse.     '  Huo  fet  wyle  by  He  who  desires 

yherd  ine  his  benes  :  he  ssel  do  away  uram  him  /  alle  be  heard,  must 

put  away  all 

toknen  of  prede  /  and  he  ssel  bou3e  to  god  /  be  zo]?e  tokens  of  pride, 
bo^samnesse  /  uor  to  sterie  god  to  merci.'     Vor  ase  he 
zayf.  '  prouduol  clo])i?2ge  /  ne  wyn}?  na3t  of  god.  ac  yefj) 
encheisonn  /  euele  to  deme  /  of  fan  of er  of  hire :  f et  hit 
berf.' 

ISTou  ich  f e  habbe  y-ssewed  /  fri  f ing  /  fet  ssol  by 
ine  bene,  beleaue.  hope,  and  deuocioun.     Ac  to  fan  f et  Two  wings  are 

,,  n   T   1        1'         1  1       I         t  '  needed  to  bear 

f  e  bene  /  by  pariitliche  licuol  to  gode  /  and  worf  i  to  the  prayer  to 

bi  y-herd  :  hit  behouef  /  f  et  uerf  e  f  ing.  f  et  is  f  et  him 

behouef  /  tuo  wyngen  /  f  et  hit  here  touore  god.     )5ise 

tuo  ^vyngen  /  byef  :  uestinge  /  and  elmesse.     )?eruore  /  They  are  fasting 

f  e  angle  zayde  to  tobye.  f  e  bene  is  guod  :  hua?zne  hi  without  these  it 

hef  mid  hire  /  elmesse  /  and  uestinge.   and  wyf-oute  ood."^    ^ 

f  ise  tuo  f  inges  :  bene  ne   may  na3t  /  vly  to  gode.  ac 

zQnxiQ  amerf  and  him  wif  dra3f  ayen.     ))eruore  f  ou  sselt 

y-wyte  /  f  et  ine  tuo  maneres  is  bene  amerd  /  ase  zayf 

ysaye.     Yor   bet  me  ne  let  na^t  euele  to  done.     And 

f  eruore  /  f  et  me  nele  uoryeue  /  his  misdedes  /  ne  his  i"  prayer  there 

must  be  no  ill- 

euele  ywyl.  Vor  alsuo  ase  f  e  smeryeles  /  ne  is  na3t  worf  /  wm  in  the  heart. 

to  hele  f  e  wonde  /  ne  non  of  er  f  ing  /  f  er-huile  f  et  /  f  et 

yzen  is  f  erinne :  alsuo  hit  ne  is  na3t  worf  /ne  na3t  ne  pro- 

fitef  f  e  bene  /  to  him  f  et  hit  zayf  :  f  er  huile  f  et  he  is  / 

ine  dyadlich  zemie.  ne  ase  longe  ase  he  hef  /  quednesse 

ine  his  herte.     And  f  eruore  zayf  f  e  profete.    '  Arere  we  Therefore  saith 

oure  herten  /  and  oure  honden  to  god  /  f  et  ophebbef  « RaisTwe^our 

oure  benes  be  guode  workes.'    And  fe  apostel  tekf  /  Sst'oGoTthat 

bet    me    arere  /  clene    honden    ine    bene,     be    clene  "p^®^^^*^  "ur 

••^  '  ''  prayers  by  good 

honden  /  f  et  byef  f  e  clene  benen  /  f  et  byef  y-do   ine  ^orks." 
clene  inwyt.     Vor  God  ne  yherf  na3t   be  bene  /  bet  ^^'^  the  clean 

prayers. 
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UNCLEAN    PRAYERS    LIKE   DLOODY    HANDS. 


God  will  not 
listen  to  prayers 
from  a  filthy 
soul,  that  is,  from 
those  with  bloody 
hands. 

They  have  bloody 
hands  who  ill-uso 
the  poor. 


They  eat  bloody 
morsels,  for 
which  they  shall 
pay  hard  scot 
in  the  other 
world. 


He  who  will  be 
lieard,  must  not 
come  before  God 
empty-handed, 


but  must  bear  a 
present  of  good 
works. 


We  read  in  the 
gospel  that  the 
gate  was  shut 
against  those 
maidens  whose 
lamps  were 
empty. 

God  hears  those 
that  have  their 
lamps  full  of 
oil, 

that  is,  whose 
hearts  are  full  of 
pity. 


Prayer  thus 


com])  of  iiiwyt  uol  of  uuljje  /  and  of  zenne.  jpa^me  ho 
zay|)  be  ]je  profete.  '  Huaraie  ])e  multepliost  J)ine  benes  : 
icli  nolle  none  y-here.  iior  ])ine  honden  bye)?  al  blody.' 
Huo  bye))  J?o  /  Jjet  habbej)  ))e  honden  blodi  :  bote  J)o  / 
))et  be-uleaj)  Jje  ])oiire  uolk  /  ]?et  bye]?  onder  ham  /  and 
benimejj  ham  hire  guodes  be  streng])e  ?  Hy  habbe))  hare 
honden  al  uol  of  })lode  /  of  Jje  poure.  uor  hi  benimcjj 
ham  hare  lyf  /  and  hare  sostinonce  /  be  hare  couaytise 
and  be  hire  roberie.  and  make]?  Jje  greate  to  niochel- 
hedes  /  and  etej)  Jje  blodi  snoden.  Huerof  hi  ssolle 
paye  hard  scot  /  ine  Jje  ojjre  wordle  /  bote  ]}e  writinge 
ne  lye3e  /  fet  zayj).  ]jet  god  wyle  acsi  /  fet  blod  of  f e 
poure  :  of  hare  honden.  jpawne  hit  behouejj  Jet  hi 
yelde  :  o]?er  fet  hi  hongi.  Vor  ase  me  zayjj  :  '  o])er  yelde  : 
ojjer  hongi.'  And  Jjeruore  god  ne  yhyerj)  na3t  zuich 
uolk  /  uor  hi  ne  bye])  na3t  wor]?i.  Huo  fet  wyle  fia/zne 
by  yherd  :  ne  come  na^t  beuore  god  /  mid  zuorde 
adra^e  /  and  mid  blodi  honden  /  ne  ydel  honden.  ])et  is 
to  zigge  :  in  wyl  to  zene^i  /  ne  mid  lac  of  ontreufe  /  ne 
ydel  of  guode  workes.  uor  fus  zay])  oure  Ihord  ine  his 
spelle.  '  fou  ne  sselt  na^t  sseawy  fe  /  beuore  me  :  ydel- 
honded.'  fe  ilke  com])  to-uore  god  /  mid  ydele  honden  : 
fet  comj)  him  to  bidde  /  \vyf-oute  makiynge  of  present 
to  god  /  of  guode  workes.  uor  ayens  ])an  /  ha  sset  his 
gate  :  J)et  hi?/i  bit  /  and  na3t  ne  breng]).  Of  fisen  Ave 
habbefi  ane  uorbisne  /  ine  fe  godspelle  /  fet  zayf.  ])et 
])Q  gate  was  y-sset  /  aye  fe  fole  maydines  /  ]}et  hedden 
hare  lompen  ydel.  and  god  ham  zede.  '  ich  ne  knaAve  you 
na3t.'  ])et  is  to  zigge :  '  ich  not  huo  ye  bye)).'  Vor  god  ne 
knauf  bote  fo  :  Ipet  him  treAvliche  serue]}  /  fet  habbe]j 
hare  lompen  uol  of  oyle  :  ase  hedden  fe  wyse  maydenes. 
)>Gt  is  to  zigge  :  ])et  habbe])  hare  herten  uol  of  pite  /  and 
hit  ssewef  be  guode  dedes.  Zuich  uolk  he  y-her])  /  and 
to  zuiche  uolk  he  openef  his  gates  /  uor  he  onderuangp  / 
ble]?eliche  hare  benes. 

Xou  ich  zigge  Ipunne  /  pet  bene  pet  is  yssored  mid  / 
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bise  uoiu'  possftles  /  ase  ich  habbe  beuoreyzed  :  ys  wel  shored  with 

^  ^  these  four  posts 

mi^tuol  be-uore  god.  uor  he  ssel  habbe  ly^tliche  of  hi??2-  /  al  is  powerful  before 

fet  he  help  niede  /  by  hit  to  Ipe  bodie  /  by  hit  to  fe  zaule  / 

ase  wytnessej?  ]?e  writi?iges.  psinne  saint  lacob  zay]?.  'pet  The  prayer  of  a 

j.1,1       SooA  man  is  able 

mochel  is  wor])  bene  oi  guodman.  uor  hi  is  worjjiior  to  heie  to  heai  the  sick- 

,         .-1        /PIT/  iy>  1  TT  />  1   •  IP        1        ness  of  soul  and 

pe  zike  /  01  bodie  /  and  oi  zaule.     Huerol  him-zeii  zede.  t,ody. 

yef  he  is  ine  ze?ine  :  hit  ssel  Imn  by  uory[e]ue.     j)e 

writinge  zayf.  fet  Moyses  ouercom  amalec  /  and  al  his  Moses  overcame 

ost  /  na3t  be  ui^t :  ac  be  his  holy  biddinges.  uor  ase  prayer.   ^ 

zay])  an  holy  man.  more  is  wor]?  an  hal3en  /  and  may 

biddinde  :    jjane  uele  ]?ousond  of  zene3eres  :    ui^tinde.       [Foi.  68.  b.] 

j)e  bene  of  a  guod  man  /  openejj  fe  heuene.  hou  ssolde  The  prayer  of  a 

he  /  bote  ouercome  pe  wyckede  ine  eipe.  A  guod  aid  wyf  '  heaven """  °^^"^'^' 

porchacejj  more  of  heuene  /  ine  one-lepi  oure  biddinde  : 

panne  ssolde  do  /  a  fouzond  kny^tes  /  of  fe  londe  in  lang 

time  /  be  hare  armes.  And  beruore  hit  is  guod  /  to  zeche  Wherefore  it  is 

good  to  seek  the 

pe  benes  of  guode  men.  and  specialliche  of  men  of  re-  prayers  ot  good 

ligion  /  Jjet  hjep  to-gydere  /  god  uor  to  serui  /  and  uor 

to  bidde  uor  ham  /  jjet  doj)  ham  guod.    Vor  yef  pe  bene 

of  ane  guode  ma?^ne  /  is  moche  worj?  be-uore  god  /  ase  The  prayers  of 

.    .  .  ,  -  -  ,    many  are  more 

zayjj  pe  writmge  :  more  is  wor])  /  and  may  :  pe  bene  /  effective  than  the 

of  uele  guode.     Vor  ase  zayp  an  hal3en.  Hit  ne  may  n^an.^"^^  ^  °"^ 
na3t  by  /  pet  pe  bene  of  uele  guode  men  :  ne  is  y-herd. 

be  benes  of  a  couent  /  byeb  rabre  yherd  of  be  abbotte  :  The  prayers  of  a 

I       "J    r        f         -^  J  convent  to  the 

panne  pe  bene  of  one  moneke.  alsuo  yherj?  god  ra]?re  pe  abbot  are  sooner 

.  .         "^  .  heard  than  the 

benes  oi  fan  fet  byejj  to-gidere  mm  uor  to  serui.    pmine  prayer  of  one 
he  zajp  ine  his  spelle.  '  yef  tuo  of  ous  /  one]?  ham  to- 
^  gidere  /  me   uor  to   bidde  :  Al   J?et  hi  bidde  J)  /  mine 
uader  :  [he]  \\am  wile  do.' 

))E    ZEUE    BO3ES/    OF    CHASTETE:.  The  seven  bouglis 

of  chastity. 

Nou  ich  habbe  yzed  be  zeue  stapes  /  huer-by  clif  b  /  The  seven 

•^  -^  -c        /  J  r  I     boughsofchastity, 

and  wext  /  and  profite])  /  Jiet  trau  of  u/rtue  /  and  of  are  seven  states 
cha[sjtete.     JNou   behouej?   to    zigge  /  of  pe  bo3es  /  of  world. 
fise  trawe  /  f et  byef   zeuen.  be  pe  zeue  states  /  of  pe 
stapes  of  uolke  /  pet  byej)  ine  pise  wordle. 
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THE    SEVKN    BOL'GII.S    OF    CIIASHTV. 


Tlie  first  state  is 
of  those  that  are 
whole  ofbdly, 
and  have  well 
kept  theii"  maid- 
enhood. 

In  marriage  one 
shall  observe 
chastity  of  heart 
and  of  body. 
Children  should 
have  good 
guardians, 

lest  they  be  mar- 
red by  foolish 
companions. 


Cliildren  should 
be  chastened  and 
taught  while 
young  to  practise 
good  manners. 


Such  form  as  the 
shoe  takes  at 
first  it  evermore 
keeps. 


The  other  state 
is  of  them  that 
have  lost  their 
chastity. 

[1  SoinMS.] 


[Fol.  69.  a.] 


Even  in  this 
state  chastity 
should  be  ob- 
served by  having 
a  fast  purpose 
to  abstain  from 
sin, 
and  the  flesh 


])ii  uerste  stat  /  is  of  fan  fet  bye]?  yhole  of  bodie  /  and 
hal)bej)  wel  yloked  bire  maydenliod.  Ac  alneway  /  lii 
ne  bye])  na3t  y-boundc  J7crt(j  /  Jjct  bi  no  bi  ine  mariage. 
Ine  ])et  stat  /  me  ssel  loki  cbastete  /  jjct  is  clennesse  of 
bcrte  /  and  of  bodie.  jperuore  Jje  children  of  riche  men  / 
ssolle  habl)e  guode  lokeres  /  and  oneste  /  fet  bi  by 
be-zide  ba?/i  /  and  jjet  bi  Iji  diligent  ham  wel  to  teche  / 
and  loki  uram  zanne  /  and  uram  kueade  uela3rede. 
Vor  Jje  fole  uela3redes  /  anieiTe))  ofte  children,  and  hare 
te[c]hinge.  Jjet  kueade  uolk  /  ])e  wordes  of  kueadnesse  / 
of  ribaudie  /  J?e  fole  takinges  /  and  inhoneste  ine  zewne 
of  lecherie.  and  oferhuil  of  fo  lecherie  /  fet  is  aye 
kende.  )3erof  anojjre  time  we  habbej?  yspeke  ine  ]?e 
chapitle  of  iiices.  an  Jjeruore  hit  ne  behonej)  na^t  to 
reherci.  uor  fe  ilke  kende  ne  is  na^t  uayr.  And  Jjeruore 
me  ssel  fe  children  chasti  /  and  wel  teche  /  and  bi  bezide 
ham  jjerhuile  fet  hi  bye]?  yonge.  And  wonye  his  to 
hyealde  jje  guode  techinges.  Vor  ase  zayf  Salomon.  '  Jjet 
child  lyernef  ine  his  ye^efe  :  he  hit  wjle  healde  ine  his 
elde.'  And  fe  filozofe  zay]?.  '  Hit  ne  is  na^t  lite  fing  /  to 
wonie  guod  /  ofer  kuead  /  ine  his  ye3ej?e.'  Yor  ase  me 
zayf.  '  Huo  f et  tekf  colte  endaunture  :  hyalde  hit  wyle 
ferhuyle  hit  ilest.'  Zuiche  fourme  ase  J)e  sso  takf  ate 
ginnynge  :  he  halt  euremor  ine  f  et  stat.  j)a,nne  hejj 
cbastete  nyede  of  guode  lokinge.  uor  oferlaker  by  ssel 
zone  by  uorlore. 

])e  ojjer  stat  is  of  ham  Jjet  biej?  na^t  clene  of  bodie  / 
and  habbej?  hare  cbastete  uorlore  /  and  hare  maydenliod  / 
er  fan  by  weren  euerte  ^  ymarissed  /  ne  y-bounde  mid 
bende.  huo  may  ham  wyf  nyme  uorte  bi  y-marissed.  and 
alneway  by  byef  y-ssriue  and  uorfenchinde  of  hare 
zennes.  Ine  fo  stat  me  ssel  loki  cbastete.  Vor  huo  f et 
is  ine  fet  stat :  he  ssel  habbe  uest  porpos  /  and  wyl  / 
fet  neure  mor  ne  ssel  ayen  yerne  to  f e  zewne  of  his 
bodye.  ac  rafre  he  him  ssel  loki  be  his  mi^te.  wyf-oute 
J?et  /  fet  he  him  mo  e  marissi  yef  he  wyle.     And  huo 
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bet  wyle  ine  bet  stat  loki  his  chastete  :  hit  behouej?  jjet  should  be  render- 
ed chaste  by 

he  defouly  and  chasti  his  iiless  be  hardnesse  of  iiest-  severity  of  fast- 

/        J    -u  u-       •       1.         1-         1.  -<?    1.-         ing,  and  by  pen- 

mges  /  and  be  penonces.     pis  is  ])e  oper   003  01  pise  ances. 
trawe. 

pe  jjridde  is  of  ham  ]jet  bye  J?  y-bounde  be  mariage.   The  third  state 

/  IIP  comprehends 

me  J70  stat  me  ssel  loki  chastete  /  out-ynome  jje  dede  01  those  bound  by 

spoushod.    Vor  hi  ssolle  loki  hare  bodi  Ipe  on  to  f  e  ojjre  They^sLuw 

klenliche  and  treweliche  /  wyf-oute  do  onri^t :  fe  on  to  urpCiTy^and  ^^^ 

]7e  o>ren.  and  j^et  acsej?  >e  la3e  of  spoushod.  ])et  >e  on  J^^^l^'^^^^'^ther. 

here  to  jje  ojjren  la^e  and  trewpe  of  his  bodie.     Yor  For  man  and 

Ti  jiT  ii'ii  11     ^^^^  being  bound 

pemuyle  pet  hy  byejj  y-uestned  to-gidere  be  spoushod  by  marriage  are 

j)e  on  to  Ipe  o])re  /  hi  bye]?  0  body  /  ase  zay])  Jje  writinge.  *^"^  ^  ^' 
and  jjeruore  ssel  ]je  on  louye  jje  ojjren  /  ase  him-zelue. 

Yor  ase  hi  byej?  on  body,   hi  ssolle  by  on  herte  be  wherefore  they 

,  1  /  1  J.11/11J.  1        shall  be  of  one 

trewe-loue  /  ne  na?^more  ha??^  to-dele  /  be  herte  ne  be  ueart  by  true 
bodie  ferhuile  fet  hi  libbef>.    jperuore  hi  ssolle  loki  hare  ^^''^' 
bodyes    clone,    and   chastliche    out-ynome    j^e  dede  of  wives  shall  love 
spoushod.  and  jjeruore  zay]?  zay[n]te  paul.  fet  Ipe  wyues  be  chaste  and 
ssolle  louie  hare  Ihordes  /  and  worssipie.  and  deuoute-  ^**  ^^' 
liche  by  chast  and  sobre.  chaste  to  loki  hare  body  uram  Chaste  in  their 

p    ,  111  1  '  i  1     •  bodies  and  sober 

ojjren  panne  01  hare  Ihordes.  sobre  me  mete  and  me  in  meat  and  in 

drinke.   uor  to  moche  drinke  /  and   to    moche  ethe :     ""  ' 

is  grat   ali3ti7ige  to   pe  uere   of  lecherie.     Alsuo  ssel  The  man  shall 

11-1-11  1T1  1-      ^^''  S^^®  ^'^^  body 

fe  man  loki   his  body  cienhche   Ipet   he  ne  yeue  hit  to  other  women, 
na^t  to  o]?re  wyfmen  /  bote  to    his.     Spoushod  is    a 
stat   jjet   me  ssel  wel  klenliche  /  and  wel  holylyche  Marriage  is  a 
loki   uor   manie    skeles.    uor   hit   is    a   stat   of  greate  authority, ' 
autorite.   uor  god  hit  made  ine  paradis  terestre  ine   be  and  was  ordained 

In  Paradise. 

stat  of  cle?znesse.    evpan  man  hedde  y-zene^ed.      And 

Jjeruore  me   ssel   hit    holyliche  loki  /  uor  fane  skele 

pet  god  hit  made  /  and  uor  jjane  stede  huer  hit  wes 

ymad.     Efterward  /  hit  is   a   stat    of  greate    dignete.  it  is  a  state  of 

uor  god  wolde  by  bore  of  wyfman  yspoused.  Jjeruore  pe  ^^^^^    ^^^*'^' 

mayde  marie  made  of  spoushod  hire  meiitel :  hueronder  For  God  was  born 

ITT  1  T.  1/11  -rriOfan  espoused 

wolde  by  godes  zone  bi  y-co7iceyued  /  and  y-bore.    Under  woman. 
J?o  mcTitle  wes  y-hole  uram  pe  dyeule  /  j^e  prmite  /  and 
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Under  her  mantle  hy  rod  of  oui'e  sccle  /  and  of  ouic  liclbe.  beruore  bu/aie 

wan  the  »e<Tet  /        /  / 

of  the  Hoiii'B  help    luc  8sel  hit  wui'b.ssipie  and  clenliche  loki.      Efter  bet  me 

hidden  from  the 

devil.  ssel  liit  loki  holyliche  /  uor  liis  holynesse.*  uor  hit  is  on  of 

It  is  a  holy  state,    h^  sacfBinens  of  holv  cherche.  and  betokneb  be  spoushod 

beinjjoue  of  the 

Baeraments ;  J?et  is  be-tuene  holy  cherche  :  and  lesu  cnst  and  betuene 
so  what  was  before  god  /  and  JjB  zaide.     jjawne  Jjet  stat  of  spoushod  is  zuo 

deadly  sin,  be-         ,      ,  ,  ,  i        ii-   i 

came  no  sin  in  holy  and  suo  hoiiestc  :  Jjet  jje  dede  ])et  wes  dyadnch  ztnne 
marriage.  ^^^  ^j^  spoushod  /  is  wy])-oute  ze/me  ine  spoushod.  and 

na^  onlepiliche  wyjjoute  zerme  :  ac  hit  mai  by  to  merite 
He  hath  great  uof  to  Wynne  Jjet  lif  wy|j-oute  ende.  And  Jjou  sselt 
dothedeedoT  jwytc  jjet  ine  j)ri  cas  me  may  do  J?e  dede  of  spoushod 
marriage  without  ^^^j.^^tc  zewne.  and  he  mai  habbe  grat  merite  ase  to  Jje 

zaule. 
Tiie  deed  of  ])e  ucrste  cas  is  huawne  me  dejj   fe  ilke  dede  ine 

be^si^iess^firT^  wylle  uor  to  habbe  child  to  serui  god.  uor  ine  zuiche 
to  beget"chiMren^  ouderstoudinge  wes  uerst  spoushod  yzet.  })g  ojjer  cas 
to  serve  God.        jg  .  ]^i^<j^^g  jg  q^  jqI^  ^q  jjg  q^j.q  jj^jg  dette  /  fawne  he 

the  one  y'ieideth  hit  akssj?.  and  ferto  ssel  sterie  dom  :  fet  yelt  to  echen 
d"ebt  when  he"^  liis  rl^t  hua?zne  he  hit  akse])  and  bit  be  moufe  /  ofer  be 
asketh  it.  tokne  ase  dof  f  e  "vvyfmen  Jjet  bye  J?  ssamuest  zuich  fing 

[Fol.69.  b.]  ,  •         1        Ml       ,     .  T  ,    , 

uor  to  acsi.     pe  like  pet  uorzakp  pane  ofrene  fet  acsej) : 

The  one  hath  a!     zene^ej?.^  uor  he  def  him  wrang  of  his  03ene  ])inge.  uor 

body  oTthe^         t^  ^^  ^^J"  ^^3^  ^^®  f®  bodie  of  ])Q  ofre.    Ac  he  fet  acsejj 

^*^^^^-  fet  he  ssel :  he  dej?  wel  and  ari^t.  huawne  he  hit  dej>  ine 

Jjo  onderstondinge  he  ofserue]?  auoreye  gode.  uor  ri3t 

Thirdly,  when  it    him  di^t   Jjerto  /  and  na3t  lecherie.     j)e  Jjridde  cas  is 

away  lechery  from  huawne  me  hit  acseJ)  his  "vvyue  of  fo  dede  /  uor  to  loki 

hire  uram  zeyzne.  nameliche  huawne  he  jzi^]p  fet  hi  is 

zuo  ssamuest  /  Jjet  hi  nolde  neuremo  acsi  hare  Ihorde  of 

zuiche  ])innge.  and  ylefj?  Jjet  hi  ssolde  ualle  blefeliche 

in-to  ze/me  /  ofer  li^tliche  bote  yef  me  hire  ne  acsede. 

In  this  there  is      -^^°  J*^^  ^^^  f^  onderstondinge  /  yelt  /  o]?er  acseJj  zuiche 

meri"'  ^^^  ^^^^^^'  ^^^^®  '  ^®  ^®  zene3[ej)]  na3t  /  ac  rafre  ofseruef  auoreye 

god.  uor  pite  him  sterej?  fet  to  done.    Ine  Jjise  fri  cas  / 

ne  is  no  zenne  ine  ]?e  dede  of  spoushod. 

^  MS.  lolynesse  ^  MS.  zemi>e> 
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Ac  iiie  olpve  cas  me  may  zene3i  /  o|)er  li3tliclie  /  ojjer  on  the  other 

I        ^^•   ^  i  •tti'^'  i-  i  i       '        hand,  one  may 

dyadlicne.   and  specialiicne  me  pn  cas.     pe  nerste  is.  sin  in  three 

himnne  me  ne  zekj?  ine  ziiicli  dede  :  bote  Jje  lecherie  and  The  first  is  when 

his  lost,  and  ine  Ipo  cas  me  may  zene^i  /  li3tliche  /  and  to  satisfy  kists'^ 

deadliclie.     Li3[t]liche  /  hua?2ne  ])e  lost  ne  pasej?  na^t 

jje  markes  /  ne  pe  zetnesses  of  spoushod.  Tpet  is  to  zigge  / 

huanne  be  lost  is  zuo  y-led  mid  scele  /  bet  be  ilke  bet  is  The  sin  is  venial 

if  it  is  temperate, 

ine  jjet  stat  nolde  na^t  Ipet  J^ing  do  :  bote  ine  liis  wyue. 
Ac  liuaTzne  jje  lecherie  and  pe  lost  is  zuo  grat  ine  his  wyne 
bet  scele  is  y-blent  /  and  ase  moche  wolde  do  he  ine  otherwise  it  is 

.  .  .  .  .  deadly. 

hire  :  ])a3  hy  nere  na3t  his  wyf :  ine  Ipet  cas  is  ]?e  ilke 

zenne  dyadlich.  uor  znich  lecherie  gejj  ouer  Tpe  markes  of 

spoushod.  huerof  god  hi?/i  wrefej)  ofte  to  zuiche  uolke  /  with  such  sin 

and  yefjj  oj?erhuil  g7'at  mi3te  to  jie  dyeule  ha??i  uor  to  ijTwrath!^^^  ^"^" 

slea  /  ase  me  zay]?  of  saren '  raguelis  do3ter  /  j^et  wes       [^  sareu .?] 

yonge  tobies  wyf.  jjet  hedde  y-het  zeue  housboundes  / 

fet  alle  were  y-sla3e  of  ])e  dyeule :  Ipe  uerste  ni3t  Jet  hi 

wolden  ligge  by  hire.    Jperuore  j?e  angel  zayde  to  tobyen 

Jet  hise  ssolde  habbe  to  wyue.    '  Ich  be  wyle  zigge '  he  The  devii  hath 

power  over  those 

zayde  /  '  ine  huet  uolc  Je  dyeuel  hej  my3te  /  ine  Jan  Jet  who  give  them- 
doj   out  god  /  zuo   out  of  hare  harten  /  and   of  hare  lusts, 
Jo3tes.  Jet  ne  yeuej  ham  na3t  /  bote  to  hare  lecherie  to 
uolueUe  /  ase  an  hors  deb.  ober  a  mule.'  and  beruore  ham  as  a  horse  or  a 

'  .  mule. 

benimj  god  ojerhuil  hare  frut  /  zuo  Jet  hi  ne  mo3en 
habbe  no  child.  Yet  hi  mo3e  zene3i  dyadliche  ine 
anojre  manire.  pet  is  to  wytene  /  liua?me  Je  on  dej 
aye  kende  /  and  ojerlaker  Ja?zne  kende  of  man  acsej  / 
ne  la3e  of  niariage  acseJ  /  ne  oueryernj.  zuich  uolk 
zene3ej  more,  gratliche  /  Ja?ine  ojre  beuore  yzed.     Ac  Those  that  in 

marriage  have 

Jo  Jet  in  hare  spoushod  lokej  Je  drede  of  oure  Ihorde  /  the  fear  of  our 

,--  1..  Lord,  please  God. 

and  lokej  klene  bare  spoushod  ase  hit  is  yset.  zuycli 
uolk  payej  god. 

pe  ober  cas  huer  me  may  zene^y  be  spoushod  /  is  '^^^  ^*^^*'  ^^^^  ^^ 

1/  x'l/  r  /  sin  in "  spouse- 

huamie  man  gej  to  his  wyue  ine  time  bet  he  ne  ssolde  ^^^^  "  ^'^  ^'^^"  * 

man  goeth  to  his 

na3t  guo.     Ipet  is  hua^ine  hi  is  ine  Je  ziknesse  Jet  wyf-  wife  in  a  time 

,     ,  ,  .  that  he  should 

men  liabbej  co?wmunliche.  zuo  Jet  he  his  na3t  ne  sparej  not  go. 
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God  hath  forbid- 
deii  this  improper 
fellowship, 
for  in  such  state 
are  oft  begotten 
the  crooked, 
blind,  lepers, 
deaf,  dumb,  &c. 

[Fol.  70.  a.] 


Also  they  shall 
abstain  from  the 
deed  in  holy 
times  such,  as  in 
great  and  solemn 
feasts, 

and  in  times  of 
fasting  appoint- 
ed by  the  church. 


[2  like  hele  in  MS.] 


Also  when  the 
woman  lieth  in 
childbed,  or  is 
near  her  time. 

Kings,  earls,  and 
barons,  have  at 
such  times  their 
chambers  to  them- 
selves, 

or  they  go  to 
their  castles, 
and  therefore 
they  have  such 
fair  children. 

The  elephant 
will  not  dwell 
with  his  wife 
while  she  is  with 
child. 


liua/me  lie  wot  pat  hi  is  in  zuicli  stat.  zene^e))  gratliclie 
and  uor  jjan  })et  gc^d  uorbyet  /  fet  man  ne  habbe  uela3- 
rede  mid  his  wyue.  ine  zuich  stat  /  and  uor  ]je  pe^il  of 
his  children.  Vor  ase  zayf  saint  gregorie.  ine  zuych 
stat  bye])  ofte  beyete  fe  crokede  /  |)e  blynde  /  and  ))e 
mezels.  fe  dyaue  /  ))e  doumbe  /  Jje  ssornede '  /  Jje  scallede. 
and  men  and  wyfnien  })et  habbej?  ofere  zyknesses  in  hare 
bodie  J?a?zne  hi  come]?  to  manhod  ase  goutes  /  and  beles. 
and  ofre  ssrewede  eueles.  jperuore  Jie  wifman  ssel  wel 
zigge  to  hire  Ihorde  hua?2ne  hi  ys  ine  zuych  stat  /  \)ei  he 
abyde.  and  hi  alsuo  abyde :  ]?erhuile  lii  is  ine  ]>e  ylke 
stat.  Alsuo  hi  ssollen  to-gidere  spari  uram  fe  dede  of 
spoushod  :  ine  holy  times  /  ase  ine  greate  festes  and 
solemnes  /  to  yeue  ham-zelue  f  e  betere  god  uor  to  serui. 
Alsuo  in  times  of  uestinge  of  holy  cherche  hi  ssolle  abide 
mid  fo  dede.  na3t  uorfan  fet  hit  by  zenne  zuych  Jjing 
to  done  ine  zuiclie  time,  and  ine  zuiche  onderstondinge 
me  may  hit  do.  Ac  oferhuil  hit  is  fiet  me  ssel  abide  / 
]?et  me  mo^e  hit  do  wy]}-oute  zenne:  uor  betere^  to  habbe 
of  god  ))et  me  him  bit  /  ase  zayf  saynt  austin.  Alsuo  ine 
time  f et  fe  wyfman  ly]?  a  chi[l]dbedde  /  ofer  nyej  uor 
to  childi.  he  ssel  him  loki  uram  fe  dede  of  spoushod  / 
uor  onestete  /  and  uor  peril  ]?et  mi^te  by.  jperuore  pise 
kinges  /  erles  /  barouns  /  and  o])re  Ihordes  habbe]?  hare 
cliambren  be  ham-zelue  uram  hare  wyues  ine  zuiche 
time,  ofer  hi  wende]?  to  yzy  hare  kasteles  /  oJ»er  hare 
o]?re  stedes.  and  Jjeruore  hi  habbe]?  zuo  uayre  children 
and  zuo  cliene^  of  bodye.  Me  uint  ine  ]?e  boc  ]?et  spek]? 
of  kende  of  bestes.  ]?et  ]?e  elifans  nele  na^t  wonye  mid 
his  wyue :  Jierhuyle  ]?et  hi  is  mid  childe.  and  man  be 
scele  ssel  bi  more  antempred  panne  a  best,  and  J?eruore  he 
ssel  more  him-zelue  ine  ]?o  stat  ]?olye  /  and  ine  Jjo  time. 
Ac  alnewey  /  ich  ne  zigge  na^t  ]?et  yef  he  dep  pe  dede 
of  spoushod  ine  ]?o  time  be  guode  cause  /  and  ine  guode 
onderstondinge  /  huerof  god  is  demere  yef  hit  is  zenne. 
^  Looks  like  ssorued  in  MS.  ^  MS.  chem 
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j)e  bridde  cas  is  /  liuerine  me  ma}''  kiieadliclie  zeneii  The  third  case  is 

.,,  -,         when  the  deed  is 

ine  his  spousnod  :  is.  ine  iioly  stede.  nor  me  holy  stedes  done  in  hoiy 
ase  ine  cherchen  Jjet  bye])  apropred  nor  god  to  bidde  and  that  are  set  apart 

T  ij^Tviiii  11  for  the  service  of 

nym  seruy,  me  ne  ssel  na3t  do  pe  dede  oi  spoushod  uor  Q^d. 

wor])ssipe  of  fe  stede.     And  huo  Jjet  ine  znyche  stede 

ne  lokelp  him  na^t  jjo  dede  uor  to  do  :  he  zene3e]j  nor  jje 

scele    of  ])G  stede  fet  godes  uless  and  his  blod  bye]? 

y-sacred  inne.  uor  zuich  ]>uig  mai  by  zeizne  in  one  stede  / 

and  ine  one  time :  ]»et  ne  is  no  ze?zne  ine  ojjre.  ])q^  uerjje       u-  ms.  |>fir] 

stat  is  of  ham  ])et  habbe]?  yby  ine  spoushod  :   ac  dya]) 

he  J)  to-deld  ])e  on  uram  ])e  ofere.     And  fe  ilke  fet  is 

ybleued  ine  lyue  he  ssel  him  loki  chastliche  ase  longe  chastity  shaii 

ase  he  is  ine  ])e  stat  of  wodewehod.  ]?et  is  a  stat  Ipet  widowiiood. 

zaynte  paul  prayze]?  moche  /  Jjet  zay]>  to  wodewon.  'huo 

])et  guod  is  :  he  him  hyealde  ine  ])et  stat.  and  yef  hit 

him  na3t  ne  lyke]?  :    he  Iwn  wyui.     Vor  betere    and  it  is  better  to 

,-,,..,  .,  ,.  ,,  ,,        marry  than  to 

more  holy  ])ing  is  to  wyui :  parme  him-zelue  berne.    pe  burn. 

ilke  bern]»  /  Ipet  to   ze??ne  graunte]?.     Vor  he  zet  his  He  burneth  that 

,       .       ,  ,,  ,  ,  .,     .  .      -  i^  1      1       •        consents  to  sin. 

nerte  be  wylle  and  be  wilnmge  to  pe  uere  oi  lecherie. 

Ac  more  hit  were  wor]?  liim  to  wyui  /  IpSLnne  hi??2zelue   They  who  are 

of  zuiche  uere  uorberne.  and  Ipet  is  to  onderstonde  of  to  remain  Ivilows 

ham  ]?et  bye]?  ine  ]?e  stat  of  simple  wodewehod.  na3t  of  ^^"ho*t*"/ea'Ii 

fan  Ipet  bye]?  ine  ]?et  stat  y-bounde  be  heste  Ipet  ne  mo3e  ^i"- 

na3t  ham  spousy  /  wy]?-oute  deadlich  zewne  /  efter  J?e       [Foi.  7o.b.] 

beheste.     Ac  alneway  yef  ])e  beheste  is  simple  /  ])et  is  ifthebehestisa 

,..,  '      T   ^        I         ^  I   private  one, 

to  zigge  /  hua?ine  hi  is  do  pnuenche  /  and  w^y]?-oute  /  its  violation 

sole7?2nete.  ]?a3  hit  by  zuo  ]?et  ha  zene3i  dyadliche  /  ])et  ance. 

efter  zuych  ane  beheste  him  spouse]>  :  alneway  he  may 

bleue  ine  his  spoushod  /  yef  ])er  ne  is  non  o]?er  destorb- 

inge.     Ac   he   ssel   do  penonce  /  uor  ]?e  beheste.     Ac 

hua?zne  be  beheste  is  solem-pne  /  ase  be  hand  of  prelat  /  if  the  behest  be 

solemn,  as  by  the 

o]?er  be  profession  of  rehgion.  o]?er  be  holy  ordre  /  J?et  hand  of  a  pre- 
me  heb  onderuonge  /  ase  sudyakne  /  ober  dyakne  /  ober 

J  o     /  'J  I      J  'J  '       ■>  [2   We  may  read 

prest.     ba?2ne  ]?o^  spoushod  ne  is  na^t.  ac  ra]?re  hit  be-  N  n 

^  ,  the  sin  is  deadly, 

houe]?  /  to  dele  ]?o  /  ]?et  ine  zuiche  manyre  /  come]?  to-  and  the  marriage 

gidere  /  uor  hi  ne  mo3e  na3t  by  soued  ine  zuych  stat.   solved. 

15 
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THE    TUUTLE    DOVE    A    TATTEUN    TO    WIDOWS. 


The  turtle  dove 
teuc'lieth  iia  to 
keep  the  stulu  of 
widowhood. 


Three  thinj,'s 
belouy  to  tliis 
state. 

1.  The  fellowship 
of  suspected  per- 
sons should  be 
avoided. 


St  Paul  reproves 
young  widows  for 
being  idle, 

and  fond  of 
gossiping  in 
the  houaes  of 
others. 


2.  God  should  be 
devoutly  served. 


as  one  readeth 
of  Anna,  the 
good  widow  who 
served  God  in  the 
temple  day  and 
night. 

S.  Sharpness  of 
meats  by  which 
lust  may  be 
quenched. 


The  heart  is 
drowned  in  the 
water  of  lusts  of 
this  world. 


The  clothing  of 
widows  should 
be  humble. 

They  should 
imitate  the  ex- 
ample of  Judith, 


To  luki  jjut  «tut  of  woduweliod  /  nm  tmal  sterie  ]}(• 
uurbisiie  ul'  \nt  turlc.  Vor  a.s«  zayf  J)e  Ijoc  /  of  keiide 
of  bestcs.  efter  jjet  ))c  turle  liej)  ylore  hare  make  :  hi  ne 
ssel  neurenio  /  hahl)e  uela^rede  /  mid  ojjreii.  ac  ahieway 
hi  is  one  /  and  lje-uly3t  /  pa  uela^rede  of  ojjren. 

\)Ti  finges  helo/2g(;))  moche  /  to  ham  pet  byej?  ine  Jje 
Stat  /  of  wodewehod.  pa  uerste  is  him-zelue  kepe  /  and 
prmeUclie  bi  ine  his  house.  na3t  nor  to  uol3y  Jje 
uela3redes  suspicioiises.  Jperof  we  habbej?  uorbisne  of 
ludit  /  J)et  wes  wodewe  /  and  hi  wes  a  uayr  Avyfman  / 
of  huam  me  ret  ine  Jje  writinge.  fet  hi  hild  hare  ine 
hare  boure  be-sset  mid  hare  maydenes.  Huerof  zaynte 
panel  wyp-nimj)  fe  yonge  wyfmen  wodewen  /  pet  were 
ydele  /  and  bysye  to  giiOT^ne  /  an  to  comene  /  ganghnde  / 
and  to  moche  spekinde.  ac  bisset  hy  ssollen  by  ine  hare 
house  /  and  yeue  ham  guode  workes  to  done  /  ase 
saynte  paul  tek]?. 

])e  oper  ping  is  /  yeue  ham  to  bidde  god.  and  blepe- 
hche  bi  at  cherche  ine  deuocion  /  and  ine  tyares  /  ase  me 
ret  ine  pe  godspelle  of  saint  luc.  pet  pe  ilke  guode 
wodewe  /  pet  hette  anne  /  pet  hy  ne  to-delde  hire  na3t  / 
lu-am  pe  te77zple.  and  seruede  god  ni3t  /  and  day.  ine 
benes  and  ine  uestinges. 

J^e  pridde  ping  is  /  ssarpnes  of  metes.  Yor  ase  zayp 
saint  bernard.  pys  sjDilp  ine  lostes.  alsuo  ase  he  spilp  ine 
pe  wetere  /  pet  zuo  longe  he  may  by  per  onder  :  pet  he 
lyest  pet  lif.  JS'on  ne  may  habbe  his  heaued.  pet  is  his 
herte  /  longe  ine  pe  wetere  /  of  lostes  of  pise  wordle  / 
pet  he  ne  ssel  lyese  pet  lyf  /  pet  is  pe  grace  of  pe  holy 
gost.  be  huam  pe  zaule  leuep  ine  god.  To  po  stat 
belongep  :  ase  1036  clopinge.  na3t  proud  /  ne  bisiuol  /  to 
pe  uorbisne  of  iudit.  pet  let  liire  uayre  robes  /  and  hare 
riche  agraypinges  /  po  hire  Ihord  wes  dyad,  and  nom 
clopinge  of  wodewehod  /  onworp  /  and  I03  /  and  more 
wes  tocne  of  wepinge  /  and  of  zor3e  :  pa?zne  of  goye.  and 
of  ydele  blissa     ]3eruore  pet  hi  ledde  chastete  /  and  hi 
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hit  wolde  loki  al  hare  lif.     Hy  hire  ssredde  mid  Ipo  who  clothed  her- 
here  /  and  ueste  eche   daye.   and  hi  wes  uayr  /  and  fasted  each  day. 
yong  /  riche  /  and  wys  /  ac  guodnesse  of  herte  /  and 
loue  of  chastete  :  hit  hire  dede  do.    And  jjus  ssel  libbe  : 
fet  wyle  loki  chastete  ine  po  stat.     }pis  is  ]?e  uerjje  bo^ 
of  j^ise  trawe. 

J5E    VIFTE    BO3    OF    CHASTETE.  The  fifth  bough 

of  chastity. 

be  uyfte  bo::  of  be  trawe  of  chastete  :  is  niaydenhod.  ^iie  fifth  bough 

^  'J  y  r  J  of  the  tree  of 

and  j^et  is  Ipe  uifte  stat  /  of  ham  ]?et  lokej)  /  and  habbe])  chastity  is 

,    ,   .  /  1   1  •  Ti       /         1    1  •    maidenhood 

alneway  loki?ige  /  and  byej)  alneway  me  wylle  /  to  ioki  (single  ute). 

al  hare  lyf  /  hare  bodyes  yholliche  /  wy]?-oute  enye  cor- 

rupcion  /  nor  j?e  loue  of  god.     ])is  stat  is   moche  to  This  state  is 

/  1  •        ^'  //  1  '  11/1  much  to  be 

alowe  /  nor  his  dmgnete  /  uor  his  uayrhede  /  and  iior  praised  for  its 
his  guodnesse.     Yor  his  dignete  :  uor  ])et  stat  make]?  ambits  goodness. 
bane  bet  hit  wel  lokeb  /  anlyke  to  be  anpfles  of  heiiene  /  For  its  dignity— 

^  /  r  /  J  r  i=>  I    for  those  in  this 

ase  zigge])  J)e  hal3en.    Ac  ])0S  moche  habbej?  ])e  may  dines  state  are  like  to 

more  j^awne  fe  angles,  uor  ]?e  angles  libbejj   wyj^oute 

ulesse :  ac  f  e  maydines  habbej?   ouercominge   of  hare 

ulesse.  and  hit  is  grat  wonder  j^et  hi  loke])  zuich  ane 

fieblene  castel  /  ase  hare  fyeble  body  /  aye  zuycli  ane 

strangne  uend  /  ase  is  be  dyeuel  of  helle  /  bet  alneway  The  devil  is  al- 
ways trying  to 
zee])  ginnes  /  huerby  he  may  nime  Jjane  castel  uor  to  take  the  castie 

robbi  fet   tresor  of  maidenhod.     jpet  is    Jjet   tresor  /  treasure  of  muid- 

huerof  oure  Ihord  /  spekf  ine  his   spelle  /  J)o  he  zede.  ^^^  ^°°  ' 

fet  '  f  e  kingriche  of  lieueue  /  is  anlycned  /  to  fe  tresor  /  Christ  speaks  of 

it  3jS  tllG  tfPHSlll'P 

fet  is  y-hed  /  ine  pe  uelde.'     Jjet  trezor  y-hecl  ine  fe  of  the  field, 
uelde :  is  maydenhod  y-hed  ine  bodie  /  bet  is   ase  a  The  field  is  the 

•^  "^  ^  '    ^  ^       body,  which 

ueld  /  ])et  me  ssel  erye  /  mid  penonce  /  and  zawe  mid  should  be  eared 

guode  workes.    }5et  trezor  is  anlikned  /  to  f  e  kingriche  and  sown  with 

of  heu[e]ne  /  uor  fet  lif  of  maydines  /  is  anlykned  to  jje  ^^^ 

Hue  of  heuene  /  fet  is  jjet  lyf  of  angles.     Huer-of  oure 

Ihord  zayj)  ine  his  spelle.  fet  ine  fe  oprisinge  /  ne  ssel 

by  non  spousynge  /  ase  jjer  is  hyer.  ac  hi  ssoUen  by  ase 

pe  angles  of  heuene. 

Efterward  jjet  stat  is  to  praysy  /  uor  his  uayrhede.  For  its  beauty— it 

15  * 
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THi:    URIOIITNESS    OF    CHASTITY. 


is  the  t'iiireMt 
8tuU)  uii  earth. 


Soh)mon  associ- 
ates hri;<)il,iiess 
witli  eliiistity. 


Sinless 

chastity  is  fair 
and  britjht  above 
other  virtues. 

[«  MS.  Ukendel 


Maidenhood  is 
tlie  white  robe 
wherein  a  spot  is 
sooner  discovered 
than  in  any  other 
cloth. 

It  should  be  pre- 
served from  filth, 
blood,  and  fire. 
The  filth  is  the 
covetousness  of 
the  world. 

None  may  please 
God  wlio  seek 
to  please  the 
world,  that  is, 
God's  foe. 


[2  So  in  MS.] 


One  sign  of 
pleasing  the 
world  is  the 
decking  of  the 
body. 

[Fol.  71.  b.] 

Fairness  without 
is  often  gained 
by  the  loss  of 
purity  within. 


uor  j)ut  is  \)^^:  uariste  stat  J)et  is  ine  ei'jjL-  /  inadeiihod 
cleiiliche  yloked.  Hiierof  Salomon  zay))  ine  his  hoc  of 
wysdome.  *  0.'  zayj)  lie  /  'liuet  is  uayr  chastete  /  kenrede 
mid  bri3tnes.se.'  he  zet  143!  wel  bri3tnesse  mid  chastete. 
nor  ])dmni  is  uayr  c[h]astete  /  and  maydenhod  /  huawne 
hi  is  bri3t  he  guode  Hue  /  and  oneste.  Ase  ]>e  bri3t- 
nesse  of  jje  zcmne  makejj  fane  uayre  day  :  alsuo  )?e 
bri3tnesse  of  grace  /  and  of  guode  Hue  :  make])  fe 
maydenhod  uayr  /  and  likinde  '  to  god.  Huerof  saynt 
lerome  zayj)  /  jjet  mochel  is  uayr  and  bri3t  /  to-uore 
Jje  o])re  u//-tues  /  maydenhod.  huawne  hi  is  wyjjoute 
lac  /  and  wy])-oute  ueljje  of  zenne.  Yor  huo  Jjet  is  yhol 
of  bodie  /  and  uoul  ine  herte  :  is  ase  fe  berieles  yhuited  / 
fet  is  uayr  wyf-oute :  and  wyjj-i/me  uol  of  stench. 
Maydenhod  is  ]?e  huite  robe  /  huerinne  ])e  spot  is  uoiiler 
and  more  yzyenne  /  fawne  in  anofer  clo]?.  j)et  ssel  by 
wel  yloked  uram  jjri  spottes.  uram  hor.  uram  blod.  an 
uram  ver.  jpise  J?ri  spottes  be-uelej)  moche  fis  huite 
cloJ>.  ])e  spot  of  hor :  is  ]?e  couaytise  of  fe  wordle  /  pet 
ne  ssel  na3t  by  ine  his  herte  /  fe]?  A\yle  queme  god  ine 
fe  stat  of  maydenhod.  uor  non  ne  may  y-queme  god  / 
and  to  his  yuo  /  ase  zayf  sainte  gregone.  And  f  e  ilke 
him  ssewe]?  /  pet  he  ne  is  na3t  godes  vrend :  fet  w^de 
kueme  J?e  wordle  /  fet  is  godes  uend.  jperuore  saint 
Ion  zay])  /  f  et  *  huo  fet  wjle  by  urend  to  J»e  wordle  :  he 
ssel  by  uend  to  god.'  and  sainte  paul  zayj).  'yef  ich  wylle 
queme  to  fe  uolke  of  fe  wordle  :  ichc^  ne  ssel  na3[t]  by 
lesu  c?'?'stes  seriont.' 

0  tocne  /  ])et  me  wyle  kueme  fe  wordle  is  :  Je 
agrayfinge  aboute  fet  body,  uor  non  ne  wolde  neure 
mor  zeche  /  uairhede  /  ne  bisihede  of  robes  /  ne  of 
agray])inge  :  bote  yef  he  ne  wende  to  by  yzo3e  of  ])e 
uolke.  Ac  huo  J)et  wile  zeche  zuich  uayrhede  wyjj-oute  : 
he  lyest  fe  uayrhede  wyf-inne  /  huer-by  me  kuem])  god. 
]?emore  saynt  bernard  zayj)  to  ham  fet  zechij)  ])e 
coustouse  robes  /  and  ])e  uayre  agrayjjinge  uor  to  kueme 
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Jje  wordle  /  and  ham  uor  to  ssewy.  '  j)e  do3treii '  he  zayjj 

*  of  babilonie  /  Jjet  is  of  cowfusion  /  zechej)  hire  blisse  / 

and  hit  ssel  wende  ham  in-to  coniuzion  j  and  to  ssame 

eurelestinde  /  bote  yef  hi  ham  ne   wytie.'     'Hi  ham  Purple  clothes 

clojje]) '  he  zay]?  /  '  mid  pourpre  /  and  mid  uayre  robes  /  often  hide  a  poor 

and  costuoUe  /  and  onder  jje  uayre  robes  /  is  ofte  J?et 

inwyt  /  poure  /  and  naked.     And  hi  hise  ah^tej?  wyjj- 

oute  /  mid  stones  /  and  mid  broches  of  gold  /  and  of 

zeluer.     Ac  hi  byejj  ealde  /  and  uoule  /  beuore  god  / 

be  kueade  Jjeawes.'     Ac  saint  bernard  zayjj  /  and  spekjj 

of  ham  ]?et  zuo  ham  ssewej?  /  ine  wykkede  onderstond- 

inge  /  and  dof  more  fawne  hare  stat  acsej?.     Ac  al  ]?e 

blisse  of  ]je  kinges  do3ter  of  blisse  /  ase  zayj?  daui]?  /  is  au  the  joy  of 

wy])-i/ine  /  ine  holy  inwyt  /  and  ine  uayre  u^rtues  huer  daughter  of  biiss 

,  .  J-/1J  ii  TAi    consists  in  a  holy 

per  ne  is  no  couaytise  /  bote  uor  to  kueme  god.     And  and  undefiied 
])os  ])Q  spot  of  ])e  hore  :  ne  beueljj  hit  na^t.  ™"^  " 

And  jjos  me  ssel  wytye  in  Jiet  stat  /  uram  jje  spotte  The  white  robe 
of  blod.     )5et  is  of  jjo^tes  /  and  of  ulessliche  wylninges.  from  blood, 
Huerof  saint  lorome  zay]?.   ]jet  ])e  ilke  maydenhod  is  thoughts.  ^^  ^ 
sacrefice  and  ofringe  to  lesu  cn'st :  ]?et  ne  is  na^t  be- 
smetted  ine  herte  mid  kueade  ])03tes.  ne  ine  ulesse  :  of 
lecherie.  ase  himzelf  zayj?.   '  ^^t  ne  is  wor])  maidenhod  Maidenhood  of 
of  bodye  :  fer  pet  is  uelj^e  of  herte.'   Ase  j^et  frut  ne  is  wlthout^puritj'^of 
na^t  guod  /  ]3a3  hit  by  wel  uayr  wdjj-oute  /  hua?me  hit  is    ^^''*'    . 
uorroted  and  wermethe. 

Efterward  he  ssel  him  loki  ine  pet  stat  uram   pe  The  robe  must 

bo  Di'osGrvGcl  from 

spotte  fet   com]?  of  J?e  uere.     Jpet  uer  pet  zengp    and  the  spot  of  fire. 
bernp  ofte  pe  huyte  robe  of  chastete  /  and  of  mayden- 
hod :    is    blepeliche  zigge  /  oper  to  llieste  wordes  pet 
mo3e  sterie  to  ze7?ne.     Vor  ase  zayp  za3riite  paul  /  and 
eftzone  we  hit  habbep  aboue  y-zed.  '  J3e  kueade  wordes  :  Bad  words  mar 
amerrep  pe  guode  peawes.'     And  peruore  zayp  senekes.  ^^^  manners, 
'  loke  pe  uram  uoule  wordes  pet  ne  byep  na3t  honeste.'  they  destroy 
Yor  huo  pet  \\im  y[e]fp  to  uoule  wordes  hi  ham  ssolle  na3t 
ssamie  and  afrounti  /  pet  is  te    zigge  /  hi    lyezep    pe 
ssame  /  and  uallep  pe  li3tlaker  in-to  zewne.  and  pereuore 
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and  burn  or  »int,'u 
the  suul. 


Maidenhood  iu 
like  the  lily,  fair 
and  white. 


St  John  the 
evangelist  was 
the  most  beloved 
disciple  of  our 
Lord, 

[Fol.  72.  a.] 


because  of  his 
maidenhood. 


Maidenhood  well 
rooted  in  God's 
love, 

is  preserved  from 
temptation. 

The  flower  of 
maidenliood  hath 
six  leaves.  - 
The  first  leaf  is 
holiness  and 
purity  of  body. 
[*  wyouote  in  MS.] 


The  second  leaf 
is  purity  of  heart. 


liiKj  |)et  wyle  loki  cleuliche  ))aiiu  liuytc  kertel  of  niaduii- 
hod  :  liim  bchouoj?  him  loki  uor  to  spoke  /  oper  to 
y-hierc  wordes  zuyclie  /  huerof  he  may  him  heme  / 
ofer  he-zenge.  )pe  prme  cat  hezeng])  ofte  his  scin  /  and 
ziio  ne  dej)  na3t  J)e  wyhle  cat.  Maydenhod  amang  ]?e 
oJ?re  mVtiies  is  anhkned  to  Jje  lylye  fet  is  wel  uayr  and 
huyt.  Jpeniore  oure  Ihord  zay]?  ine  ))e  writinge  ho 
salomownes  moujje.  '  My  lemnian  is  ase  fe  lylye  amang 
Jje  fornes.'  Oure  Ihordes  le?/iman  special  is  yloued  / 
Jet  loke]j  maydenhod.  Vor  ))et  is  a  m/'tue  hnerhy  zaule 
ondeniangj?  specialliche  more  loue  /  and  ))e  fauour  of 
oiu'c  Ihorde  lesu  cmt.  }pa?me  saint  Ion  Jje  ewangelist 
jjet  wes  mayde  /  wes  ainang  Jje  apostles  /  fe  meste 
helouede  of  oure  Ihorde.  and  him  ssewede  oure  Ihord  })e 
meste  tokne  of  louerede  /  ase  hit  ssewe])  ine  J)e  god- 
spelle.  And  zuo  ha  wes  ycleped  amang  Jje  ofre 
decip[l]es  :  jie  deciple  /  ]?et  lesu  en'st  mest  louede.  na3t 
uorfan  /  jjet  he  ne  louede  wel  J?e  ojjre  /  ac  J?ane  more 
sjDecialliche  uor  fe  maydenhod.  \)\s,  lilye  flour  loke]?  his 
uayrhede  amang  f>e  fornes  of  uondi[n]gges  of  ])e  ulesse. 
Vor  Jjet  uless  is  ase  a  donghel  /  jjet  ne  carkef  asemoche 
ase  is  of  hi??z-zelue  /  hote  fornes  /  and  netlen.  J?et  hyej? 
kueade  meniynges  /  fet  ofte  prekiej?  fane  gost.  Ac  fe 
flour  of  maydenhod  ne  he]j  hede  of  fo  fornes.  uor  hi  is 
wel  y-roted  ine  godes  loue  /  fet  hire  were]?  uram  fe 
fornes  of  uondinge. 

\)h  flour  hit  ssel  habbe  zix  leues  /  and  fry  grayns 
of  gold  aboue  wyfinne.  ]5e  uerste  lyaf  is  yholnesse  / 
and  cle??nesse  of  bodye.  f et  is  to  zigge  /  fet  fet  body 
by  y-hol  /  wy[f)]-oute  ^  uelj?e  of  lecherie.  Vor  yef  a  mayde 
were  uorlaye  be  strengjje  /  and  a-ye  wyl :  hi  ne  ssolde 
na^t  feruore  lyese  hare  maydenhod  /  ne  fe  mede  of 
hare  maydenhod.  jperuore  sainte  lucie  zayde  to  fe 
tiront.  '  Yef  fou  me  beuelst  aye  mi  wyl :  my  chasthede 
hit  ssel  by  me  y-dobbled  /  ase  to  Jje  coroune  of  blisse.' 
)pet  ojjer  lyaf  is  cle?znesse  of  herte.     Vor  ase  zay]?  saint 
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lerome.  Na^t  ne  is  wor]?  to  liabbe  maidenliocl  of 
bodye  :  pet  hej?  wyl  to  by  y-spoused.  He  spekj?  of  Jjan 
]?et  habbe]?  bebote  maidenhod.  Vor  huo  fet  be]?  be- 
hote  maydenhod  ojer  cbastete  to  loki  /  be  ssel  loki  bis 
herte    cbastbcbe  /  and  clenlicbe.     pe  bridde  lyeaf  is  The  tiurci  leaf  is 

meekness, 

mildenesse.  Vor  maydenbod  proud  :  ne  quern]?  no])ing 
god.  And  ]?eruore  zay])  saint  bernard.  '  Hit  is  wel  ua3rr 
J}ing  :  fet  be})  mi[l]denesse  mid  maidenhod.  and  wel 
stranglaker  kuem]?  to  god  pe  ilke  zaule  to  buam  mil- 
denesse yef])  los  to  maydenbod.  and  maydenbod  / 
uayrel)  mildenesse.'      Icb  dar  wel  zigoje  /  bet  \Yjhoute  without  meek- 

^  '  iisss  the  virginity 

mildenesse  /  be  maydenbod  of  marie  /  ne  bedde  neure  of  Mary  would 

not  have  been 

y-quemd  to  god.  uor  wy]?-oute  madenhod  /  we  mo3e  by  pleasing  to  God. 
y-bor3e  :  and  na3t  w;y'^-oute  mildenes.    j)G  uerbe  lyeaf  of  The  fourth  leaf 

Is  the  fear  of 

pe  flour  of  lilye  of  maydenbod  :  is  drede  of  god.     Yor  God. 

fo  ]?et  bye})  zofliche  maidines  /  bi  were  y-woned  to  bi 

dreduol  /  and  ssamuest.  and  bit  nis  no  wonder  :  uor 

hi  berej)  a  wel  precious  tresor  ine  a  wel  fyebble  uet. 

panne  pe  mayde  marie  wes  alneway  by  hire-selue  /  and 

hedde  greate  drede  /  po  pe  angel  ssewede  him  to  hire. 

Ac  be  drede  of  ffod  /  is  lie  tresoriere  /  Ipet  I  bet  tresor  "^'i®  ^^ar  of  God 

^  o         /  J  I    J        I    s  ig  thg  treasurer 

of  madenhod  loke})  /  bet  be  dyeuel  me  may  hit  stele,  of  the  treasury  of 

virginity. 

uor  hi  loke]?  pe  gates  of  Jie  kastele  :  huer  fet  tresor  is 

be-sset.     be  gates  of  be  kastele  huer  maydenbod  is  :  The  gates  of  the 

■•  treasury  are  the 

bye})  Jie  gates  of  fie  herte.     pe  ilke  gates  loke}»  /  \e  gates  of  the 

drede  of  oure  Iborde  /  pei  bi  ne  by  opene  to  ]?e  viende  The  fear  of  God 

be  ydele  bysyhede  of  zi3])e  /  of  hyerjje  /  and  of  speche  /  so  that  they  are 

o]3er  of  guoinges  ine  uela3redes  suspiciouses.  uor  bisi-  ^eti?'^^  ^"  ^^'^ 

bede  is  specialliche  to  yzy  /  and  to  byre  pe  ydelnesses 

of  pe  wordle  /  by  bye])  ofte  way  to  7.em\e  of  lecherie. 

panii.e  me  ret  ine  pe  writinge  /  fet  lacobbes  do3ter  / 

])0  hi  yede  muzi  uor  bysihede  uor  to  ysy  pe  wymen  of 

pe  contraye  huer  pet  hi  wes.     Hi  wes  y-rauissed  of  pe      [Foi.  72.  b.] 

pnnces  zone  of  be  cite  /  and  uorlaye.     And  beruore  who  win  pre- 
serve virglnit,y 

huo  pet  wyle   loki  maydenhod   him   behoue])    moche  must  withdraw 

-,,^..,,.  the  wits  from  idle 

wy})dra3e  his  wyttes  uor  to  zye?me  ydele  bismede.  And  businesB. 
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J)et  111(3  dap  ha  h(jly  diede  of  ouio   lliordu  |jct  me  drut 

aldiiy  to   \vrL')?i.     jjct  is    |)t;t  wyt  oi'   pa  uif  maydines 

huerof  oure  Ihord  laau.  cr/st  spek]?  iiie  his  spelle  po  he 

T)ie  kingdom  of     zede.     })et  pa  kingriche  of  heiiene  is  aidikned  to  })e  ten 

heaven  is  likened  p  ,  i-  i    .  i.  .f 

to  the  ten  maiuiies.  huerot  ]?e  vit  were  wyse.  and  pa  opre  uii  were 

Te^'revlt"""'  f^>l^«-       He    clepejj    hier-ine    ]jan    of    ])e    kingriche    of 
fboiilh*"  ""'''^'*       heiiene  :    holy  cherche.   ))et  is    liier    )jene))e.  huerinne 
hye]}  guode  /  and  kueade  /  of  foles  /  and  of  wyse.   J?et 
bye))  lemes  of  holy  cherche  /  by  pe  hyleaue  of  c/'/sten- 
Tiie  five  wise  are    doiii.     be  vif  wvse  bctokneb   bo   b^t  wel  lokeb  /  and 

tliose  that  control  r     r       f  J    ' 

the  five  wits  of  ledcj?  ))e  vif  wyttes  of  |)e  bodie.  huerof  we  habbe]) 
beuore  yspeke.  )5e  vif  foles  be-toknef  fo  :  Jjet  foUiche 
his  lokejj. 

The  fifth  leaf  is  jpet  vifte  leaf  is  ssarpnesse  of  hue.     Yor  huo  bet 

*'  sharpness 

(austerity)  of  wyle  wel  loki  his  maydenhod  :  him  behouej)  wel  wys- 
hche  his  uless  ouercome  /  and  do  onderuot  /  be 
uestinges  /  be  wakiinges  /  and  be  benes.   Ssa[r]ppnesse 

which  is  a  strong  of  liuG  /  is  asB  a  Strang  heg  uor  to  loki  bane  gardin  of 

hedge  surround- 
ing the  garden  of    pe  herte  uram  kuede  bestes.   fet  byej»   pe  viendes   of 

helle  /  Jjet  hy  ne  mo^e  na^t  in.  jjet  ne  wylne[j7]  na3t  bote 

stele  :  jjet  tresor  of  maydenhod.  and  Jjeruore  ssel  Jjet 

tresor  by  wel  be-sset  /  and  wel  y-do  op  /  Jjet  liit  ne  by 

uoiiore.   uor  huo  jjet  hit  lyest :  neure  ne  ssel  hit  habbe 

ayen.  na/niiore  panne  pe  lompe  hua?zne  hi  is  to-broke  / 

ne  may  by  y-lield. 

The  sixth  leaf  is  ])et  zixte  leaf  is  /  bleuinge  /  Jjet  is  stedeuest  wyl  to 

constancy  i    -i  •  i  i     i  i      "  i 

(stedfastness).       loki  pet  me  hoj?  behote  to  god.     parme  saynt  austm 

"  Follow  the  lamb  ^^Jp  ^^^  f^  ^^k  of  maydenliod.  and  spekj)  to  maydines  / 

t^haTif  Jesus        ^^^  ^^y]'  >^^s-     ^0136])  ])et  lamb  of  mildenesse  /  ]?et  is 

Christ."  jgg^  c/'/st  /  lokinde  uestliche  /  fet  fou  hest  behote  to 

god.    do  hardihche  alsuo  moche  ase  pe  mi^t.    Jjet  pe 

guodnesse  of  maydenhod  ne  spille  ine  pe.  uor  fou  ne 

mi^t  do  no  f  ing  huerby  hit  comj?  ayen :  yef  Jjou  hit 

hest.  ase  we  pe  habbeb  y-zed  uorbysiie  of  be  lompe.    And 

study  persever- 
ance, for  it  win-     saiiit  bemard  fus  zay]?.     Stude  fou  to  bleue.  uor  hi 

neth  the  crown  of  /  ,    ,  n  ^ 

heaven.  oiic  /  Avyup  pe  coToune  01  heuene. 
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Jpise  zix  leues  beuore  yzed  uayre])  moclie  pe  lylye  of 
maydenliod.  ac  hit  behouej?  pet  ]?is  flour  habbe  wy]?- 
inne  jjri  cornes  of  gold,  jjet  betoknej?  fri  maneres  to 
louie  god.     Yor  maydenliod  wy]?-oute  ]je  loue  of  god  /  virginity  without 

the  love  of  God 

is  ase  ]?e  lompe  wyjj-oute  oyle.    psmne  Jje  lole  maydenes  is  a  lamp  without 
uor  Ipet  hi  iie  uelden  na3t  hare  lompen   mid  ]je  oyle : 
weren  besset  wyjj-oute  uram  ]je  bredale.     And  pe  wyse 
maydines   fet   wel   uelden   hyre  lompen  of  fe    oyle : 
yeden  in  mid  ]>e  bredgome  to  IpQ  bredale. 

j)e  ]}ri  maneres  to  louie  god  /  jjet  bye]?  be-tokned  The  three  grains 

„  ,,,  J  1  •       J    1  1        of  the  lily  teach- 

be  IpQ  fri  cornes  oi  pe  lilye :  saynt  austm  tekj?  ]?o  he  eth  how  to  love 
zede  Jjus.     ]pou  sselt  louye  god  mid  al  Jjine  onderstond-  Jl^^  ^j^^  under- 
inge   wyjj-oute  errour.    mid  ale   J)ine   wylle  wyjj-oute  ^*^"*^"i^'  '^^^> 
wyjjziggiy^ge.    and  mid  al  jjine  bejjenchinge   wy])-oute 
uoryetinge.       Ine   zuyche    manyere    is  godes    anlyche  in  such  manner 

.       .  ,         ,  is  God's  likeness 

uolueld  me  manne  /  by  Jje  ]?ri  dingnetes  fet  bie]?  ine  fe  fuimied  in  man 

.  T  1  1  .  by  these  three 

zaule.     pet  is  to  wytene.  onderstondmge.  bej^enchmge.  properties  of  the 

and  wyl.     Hua?2ne  j?ise  jjri  ]}inges  bye])  v^^el  ydi3t  to 

god  ine  ]?ri  maneres  /  ase  zayj)  saint  austin  /  jjamie  byejj       [FoI.  73.  a,] 

Jje  Jjri  cornes   of  ]?e  lilye  wel  y-gelt  mid   pe  golde  of 

charite    j^et   yefj)   uayrhede    /   and   guodhede   to    alle 

mVtues.  uor  wiJ)-oute  po  golde  /  no  uzrtue  ne  is  be-uore 

god.     Ojjerlaker  spek]?  saynt  bernard  of  ]je  maniere  to  st  Bernard 

louye   god.     And  ]?us  zay]?.    '  0.  fu  jjet  art  crzsten  /  lo^g  God, 

lyerne  h.ou  jjou  sselt   louie   god  /  j^et   is    lesu  cy/st.' 

Lierne  him  to  louie  /  v^^ysliche.  zueteliche.  stran[g]liclie.  wisely,  sweetly, 

strongly,  and 

and  stedeuestlicne.      Wysliclie  :  pet  pon  ne  by  y-stered  stedfastiy. 

■1  -J. '         c<j.  T    1,  1.    4   1.  T,  Wisely,  that  thou 

be  none  prosperite.     btrongliche  :  pet  pou  ne   by  ouer-  t,e  not  moved  by 
come  /  be  none  aduersete.  and  ])us  is  uayr  ])et  flour  of  strongiyTthat 
be  Ivlve  of  mavdenhod  /  liua?nie  hi  is  zuych  /  ase  we  *^^°^  \^  "^^  °^^^'" 

J        J   ^J  'J  I  'J         I  come  by  adver- 

babbej?  y-zed.     And  jjet  is  pQ  o]?er  scele  huer-by  fe  stat  ^i^y. 
of  madenhod  /  is  moche  to  praysy  /  fet   is   uor   his 
uayrhede. 

be  bridde  scele  huerbv  hit  is  to  alowe  /  is  uor  his  '^^}^  *^^^*^  re^^on 

'       i  '^  I  why  virginity  is 

guodhede  /  and  uor  be  note  bet  berof  comb.     Vor  may-  *«  ^^  praised 
^  '  y  y     y  y  ^^    is  for  its  good- 

deiihod  is  a  tresor  of  zuo  grat  worj) :  fet  hit  ne  may  ness. 
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TUE    FUU1TFULNES8    OF    VlUGINli'Y, 


Nothing  is 
worthy  of  being 
coiupured  to  tlie 
cbasta  heurt. 


Virginity  brings 
forth  most  fruit. 
Marriage  thirty- 
fold, 

widowhood  sixty- 
fold, 

and  virginity  a 
hundred-fold. 


['  bolon(/c];>  and 
bouore  in  MS.] 

In  marriage  one 
shall  keep  the  ten 
behests. 

In  widowhood 
one  shall  keep 
the  ten  behests, 
and  six  works  of 
mercy. 


The  number 
hundred  betoken- 
eth  a  round  num- 
ber, and  is  the 
fairest  of  all 
figures. 

It  betokeneth  the 
crown  wherewith 
the  wise  maidens 
crowned  them- 
selves, 

[2  Originally  the 
passage  stood 
thus,  were  mid 
y-crouned} 


for  they  have  a 
special  crown 
above  the  crown 
of  bliss. 


by  /  b(3  noiieii  y-zet  a  pz/.s.  \)iinmi  pa  WTitinge  zayf. 
))et  no  fiiig  nd  is  wor))i  to  be  ylykned :  to  ]je  chasto 
herte.  and  is  to  onderstonde  specialliche  :  of  ])e  chosto 
maydenhod.  uor  maidenliod  abouc  alle  ofre  states  ber]) 
Jjet  gratteste  friit.  j)o  jjet  bye))  ino  spoushod  yef  hit 
lokejj  ase  hi  ssolden  :  hi  habbef  fet  J)ritta3te  frut.  )5o 
Jjet  byej)  in  wodewe-hod  :  habbej)  Jjet  zixtia^te  frut.  }5  3 
Jjct  lokej)  maydenhod  :  habljej)  fet  hondr[ed]a3te  frut. 
Vor  zuo  zayj)  oure  Ihord  ine  his  spelle.  ]>et  /  fet  zed 
f  et  vil  into  ]pe  guode  londe  :  fructefide  of  one  half  to  J)G 
Jjritta^te.  of  ofer  half  to  zixtia^te.  and  of  fe  fridde 
half  /  to  J)e  hondreda3te.  j)ise  f  ri  nombres  of  jjritti.  of. 
Ix.  and  of  an  hondred  :  belongejj  ^  to  fe  fri  states  beuore  ^ 
yzed.  J?e  tale  of  Jiritti  /  ])et  is  of  jjrisife  ten  :  belonge]} 
to  fe  stat  of  spoushod.  huer  me  ssel  loki  fe  ten  hestes 
ine  f e  byleaue  of  f e  tr/nite.  J5e  tale  of  zixti  fet  is  wel 
gratter  /  fet  is  of  zixzijje  ten.  be-longep  to  J?e  stat  of 
wodewehod.  uor  in  zuych  stat  me  sse[l]  loki  fe  ten 
hestes.  and  mid  fan  me  ssel  do  fe  zix  workes  of  merci  / 
huer-of  we  habbej)  aboue  y-speke.  Ac  fe  tale  of  an 
hondred  pet  is  pe  meste  of  fe  ))ri  uol-do.  uor  hi  betoknej) 
ane  roimde  figure,  fet  is  pe  uayreste  amang  alle  pe 
ofre  iigaires.  Vor  ase  ine  pe  rouhde  figure :  pe  ende 
went  ayen  to  his  ginninge  /  and  make)?  ase  ane  coroune  : 
alzuo  pe  tale  of  an  hondred :  ioynej)  pan  ende  to  pe 
ginninge.  uor  tenzife  ten  :  make])  an  hondred  /  fet  be- 
toknej? pe  coroune  J)et  pe  wyse  maydynes  :  ham 
corounede.^  And  pa^  hit  by  zuo  J)et  ine  pe  stat  of 
spoushod.  and  ine  pe  stat  of  wodewehod  /  me  may  wel 
Wynne  pe  coroune  of  bhsse  /  and  more  habbe  of  merite 
auoreye  god  :  J)ane  uele  madines.  Vor  manie  per  byeJ) 
ine  paradis  of  ham  J)et  habbej)  yby  ine  spoushod  /  and 
ine  wodewehod  /  J)et  more  byeJ)  nier  god  :  J)awne  manye 
maydines.  ac  alneway  habbej)  pe  maydines  ane  speciale 
coroune  :  aboue  pe  coroune  of  blisse  /  J)et  is  pe  coroune 
to  alle  pe  hal^en.     Vor  fet  pe  maydines  habbej)  ane 
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speciale  ouercomynge  of  liare  ulesse.  uor  to  uol3y  Jje 

lamb  of  mildenesse  /  huyder  liit   ge]j  /  to    hnam   hi       [Foi.  73.  b.] 

byeb    y-spoused.     and    habbeb    ylete     be    ulessliche  for  they  have 

overcome  in  an 

sposayles  /  nor  to  by  mid   mm   ate   sposayles    enre-  especial  manner 

^  the  lusts  of  the 

lestmae.  sesh. 

])e  tende '   stat  hner  me  ssel  loki  cliestete  /  is  of  The  sixth  state  of 
clerkes   y-hoded  /  ase  bye]?  snjjdeaknes  /   dyaknes  /  hooded  clerks, 
prestes  /  and  bissoppes.     AUe  f  os  byej?  y-hyea[l]de  to  p'iesSiT'.,  who 
loki  cliastete  /  nor  manye  sceles.     Verst  /  nor  Ipet  bod  ^^eserve  cimstit 
bet  bi  babbeb  ondernoncje  /  bet  acseb   alle  bolinesse.  for  many  reasons. 

■»  ^  .  First,  because 

])a?2ne  )jet  sacrement  is  zno  be3  and  zno  boly  /  Jjet  J)0  their  hood  de- 

ii'i  1  I  -\  1  1  1  ijii  mandeth  holi- 

jjet  nit  ondernongejj  /  bye]?  ybonnde  to  cnastete  to  ioky.  ness. 

Jjet  neuremo  bi  ne  mo^e  bam  do  to  sponsbod.     Efter-  secondly,  their 

ward  nor  bare  office  fet  bi  babbef.  nor  bi  bye]?  y-di^t.  God, 

proprelicbe  to  serni  god  ine  bis  temple  at  bis  wenede. 

and  bandlejj  /  and  be-take]j  to  bare  bonden  ]?e  jjinges 

fet  byej)  y-bal3ed.  ase  ]sq  uesseles  yblissed.  ]je  cbalis.  to  handle  sacred 

Jje  copereans.  and  fet  more  is  grai  J?ing  wyjj-onte  com-  and?boveaii 

parisonn  :    j?et  bodi  of  onre  lorde  lesn  cnst  /  fet  ))e  L^o^dj^^^^""^ 

prestes  sacref  /  and  onderuonge]?  /  and  betake])  o])ren.     cin-ist. 

l!^on  bi  ssolden  fa^me  by  wel  klene  /  and  wel  boly  / 
nor  ]}ane  scele  of  Jje  Iborde  to  bnam  bi  semef  /  fet  is 
holy  /  and  bate]?  alle  nel]?e.  Jpa/^ne  he  zayj»  ine  fe  The  Scripture 
\mtinge.  '  Bye]j  boly  /  nor  ich  am  holy.'  nor  to  zniche  foJiamhoiy.'^' 
Iborde  /  znicb  maine.  Vor  J)e  scele  of  f  e  stede  hner  bi 
serne])  /  ])et  is  J>e  cherche  /  ])et  is  boly  /  and  y-bal3ed 
god  to  serny.     Me  nint  ine  J?e  writinge  /  ]?et  amang  ]?e  Among  the 

,   pagans  the  priests 

paenes  ])e  prestes  ]jet  lokeden  cbastete  me  ]je  temple  /  observe  chastity 
weren  to-deld  nra?7i  ])e  o]?ren  /  J?et  bi  ne  loren  hire  ^^  ^^  ^™^^' 
cbastete.     Mochel  ssollen  bi  more  clene  wy])-onte  com- 
pa?isonn  /  and  more  chast  Jje  cnstene  prestes  /  ]3et 
sernye])   ine   godes    temple   /    fet   is   y-bal3ed   /   and 
apropred  god  to    serni.     Yet   eft   hi   ssolle   by  more  Christian  priests 

^        should  be  far 

clene  /  and  more  holy  /  nor  ]}et  hi  serne])   at  godes  more  chaste, 
horde  of  his  conpe  /  of  his  breade  /  and  of  his  wyne  / 
[1  So  in  MS.  :    read  zixte  .?] 
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THE    UIUDLE    OF    CUAbTlTY. 


for  they  Berve  at 
Uud'u  table. 


St  Paul  exhorts 
Christiuu  bishops 
to  be  chaste. 


This  chastity 
was  betokened  in 
the  Old  Law  by 
the  frirding  of 
the  loins. 


The  girdle  is 
chastity. 


Aaron  and  his 
children  were 
clothed  in  linen 
girdles. 


Before  the  linen 
"kirtle"  is  white 
it  must  be  beaten 
and  washed ; 
so  must  the  flesh 
be  disciplined  by 
penance.- 


The  kirtle  must 
have  above  the 
white  girdle  of 
chastity. 

[Fol.  74.  a.] 


The  linen  kirtle 
betokeneth  chast- 
ity of  heart. 

The  girdle  above 
denotes  chastity 
of  body. 


tiiul  of  liis  mete.  Godes  table  i.s  \>(i  wyeued.  )pe  coupe 
is  \)(i  cludis.  Ids  bread  and  his  wyu  :  jjet  is  Ins  \>roi>m 
bodi  and  his  i)/-opre  blod.  Mochel  ssolle  hi  fa/^ne  by 
clene  and  holy  /  fo  ]?et  zuiche  seruice  dojj.  Jeanne 
sainte  paul  zayjj.  liit  Ijehouejj  fet  J}e  bissoppes  /  and  Jje 
ojjre  nunistres  of  huani  he  he))  y-speke  /  J?et  Ijyej?  ])e 
niinistres  of  holy  cherche  /  by  chaste. 

Jpis  chastete  wes  be-tokned  ine  ]>e  yealde  la^e  huer 
god  het  to  ham  fet  ssolden  ethe  of  fe  lombe  /  J?et  be- 
toknede  Jjet  bodi  of  lesu  cnst  /  pet  hi  gerten  wel  hare 
lenden.  \)e  gerdel  huermide  fe  niinistres  of  holy 
cherche  /  ssolle  ham  gerde  /  ope  Jje  lenden  :  is  chastete  / 
])et  wy]?-dra3})  \)e  lecherie  of  hare  ulesse.  j5o  god  het 
to  aaron  /  J?et  wes  prest  and  bissop  /  Jjet  alle  his  chil- 
dren weren  yclojjed  ine  linene  kertles  /  and  y-gert 
aboiie  mid  huite  linene  gerdles.  Aaron  and  his  chil- 
di'en  /  fet  serueden  ine  jje  tabernacle :  be-toknef  /  J?e 
ministres  of  holy  cherche  /  ]?et  ssol  by  y-clojjed  mid 
linene  kertles  /  of  chastete  /  fet  is  be-tokned  be  fe 
huite  ulexe.  Vor  ase  linene  kertel  er]?an  hi  by  huyte  : 
uelezife  hhn  behouef  fet  he  by  ybeate  /  and  y-wesse  : 
And  alsuo  hit  be-houej)  /  Jjet  uless  beate  /  and  wesse  / 
be  dissiplines  /  and  be  hardnesses,  and  ofte  wesse  his 
herte  of  kueade  lostes.  and  of  kueade  wylnynges  /  be 
zoJ}e  ssrifte  /  er  fan  me  nio3e  habbe  fane  huite  kertel 
of  chastete.  Ac  J»es  kertel  ssel  habbe  fane  huyte  gerdel 
aboue.  fet  is  to  zigge  /  fet  chastete  ssel  bi  straytliche 
y-loked  /  and  wel  wy])-dra3e  be  abstinence  [uorberinge]  / 
ase  moche  ase  scele  berf  /  fet  is  f e  bocle  of  f e  gerdle. 
Of  erlaker  me  may  zigge  /  f  et  f  e  linene  kertel  /  be-tokn- 
ef  chastete  of  herte.  ])e  gerdel  aboue  /  be-tocnef 
chastete  of  bodie  fet  ssel  wyfdra3e  f e  lostes  of  fe 
idesse  uor  to  loki  f  e  chastete  of  f  e  zaule.  Jois  ilke  selue 
is  ous  betokned  /  ine  f  e  anbe  /  and  ine  f  e  gerdle  aboue  / 
fet  f e  ministres  of  holy  cherche  dof  an  /  hua?2ne  hi 
ssolle  serui  at  godes  wyeuede.     Vor  hi  ssolle  by  chaste 
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wvbine  ine  be  lierte  /  and  wyb-oute  ine  bodye.    Mocliel  Very  foui  is  the 

•^  "  ^  I  ^^  '^  _  spot  of  lechery  in 

is  uoul  be  spot  of  zewne  /  and  nameliche  of  leclierie  /  the  ministers  of. 

^  .        .  the  church, 

ine  fe  ministres  of  holy  cherche.  Vor  lii  bie])  ])e  636 
of  holy  cherche  /  ase  zay]?  j^e  writinge.  Vor  ase  jjet 
626  let  bet  body  /  and  him  sseweb  his  way  huerby  hit  for  they  are  the 

•^  ■'  '  ^    .  eyes  of  Holy 

ssel  guo  :  alsuo  ssolle  Jje  prelas  /  and  J?e  ofre  ministres  church. 

of  holy  cherche   sse\A^  ]?ane  way  of  hel]?e  to   ojjren. 

panne  alsuo  ase  fe  spot  fet  is  wel  uouler  ine  fe  e^en  /  Asthespotis 

n  -I      ^  1  •       1  i-p  fouler  in  the  eye 

pamne  me  ojjre  lemes  01  fe  bodye  :  alsuo  is   pe  spot  01  than  in  the  other 

lecherie  more  uouler/  and  more  perilous  ine  clerkes  so  is  lechery  more 

and  ine  prelas  :  panne  ine  leawede  uolke.     Efterward  /  ^nd^pl^eiate^uian 

hy  bye  J?    pe    sseawere  of  holy  cherche  /  huerine  pet  iuiewcUoik. 

lewede  uolk  loke]?  /and  nime])  uorbysne.     Ac  hua?zne 

pe  sseawere  is  bri^t  me  zi^]?  wel  ]?ane  spot  /  and  j^e 

iielpe  jjet  is  ine  pe  ssewere.     Ac  pe  ilke  ]?et  ine  zuich  a 

ssewere  na3t  ne  loke]?  /  he  ne  zikf  ^  na3t  his  03ene  spot  /        [1  zh);>  ?] 

ne  Jjet  me  dej?  mid  jje  sseawere  fet  is  uoul  an  dim.     Ac 

hua?zne  pe  ilke  sseawere  is  wel  bri3t  and  clone  :  panne 

may  me  wel  y-zy  /  and  wel  y-knawe  his  spottes.    Alzuo 

huaTine  pe  prelat  is  of  guode  lyue  /  and  of  guod  los. 

ba?2ne  he  ssel  nime  uorbisne  of  guode  lyue.    Efterward.  Prelates  should 

.be  pure  and  holy, 

hi  ssolle  by  wel  klene  /  and  wel  holy,    uor  pet  lii  for  they  haiiow 

clenze]?  /  and   hal3e])  pe  oJ»re.      Yor  ase  zayj)   saynt 

gregorie.   'pe  hand  ])et  is  uoul  /  and  behorewed  /  ne 

may  opTemanne  ueljje  do  away.'  and  pe  writinge  zay]?. 

bet  be  ilke  bet  is  uoul :  ne  may  nenne  obre?^ne  klensj.  ^"^  t^'^  foui  are 

not  able  to  cleanse 

And  ]jet  is  to  onderstonde  :  ase  moche  ase  faylej)  of  his  others, 
merite.  Yor  pe  sacrement  Jjet  is  y-mad  be  pe  ministre  / 
be  pe  hand  of  pe  kueade  ministre.  ne  is  na3t  lesse  wor]) 
ine  him-zelue  /  ne  lesse  mVtuous  /  ne  pe  lesse  mi3tuol  / 
uor  to  hal3y  ham  jjet  hit  onderuongef.  Yor  yef  hit  on- 
deruongeb  be  be  hand  of  ane  guode  ministre.  uor  be  The  wickedness 

of  the  minister 

kueadnesse  of  pe  ministre  /  ne  apayrej?  na3t  pe  sacre-  impaireth  not 

the  virtue  of  the 

ment  /  ne  pe  guodnesse.     Ac  alneway  pe  kueadnesse  of  sacrament. 
Jje  ministre  /  may  anpayri  pe  ojjre  be  kueade  uorbysnen. 
and  pe  guodnesse  edefie  /  be  uorbisne  of  guode  lyue. 
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Ministers  Rhould 
be  uu  exuinple  uf 
chastity  to  tlieir, 
flucks. 


The  seventh  state 
is  the  state  of 
religion. 


Those  wlio  are 
deilicateil  to  God 
must  always  ob- 
serve.cliastity, 

[Fol.  74.  b.] 


for  their  state 
is  one  of  per- 
fection. 


The  devil  strives 
most  to  tempt 
them  to  sin. 


for  he  has  greater 
joy  over  the  fall 
of  a  good  and 
great  man  than 
over  many  others, 

as  the  fisherman 
hath  greater  joy 
to  take  a  great 
fish  than  a  little 
one. 


jpLTUore  |ja;/iiL'  huani  Jjet  hi  lial3('])  /  and  clen.SL')}  Jje  ()J}1'G 
ino  J)et  hi  iiiinistrej)  pa  sacreniens  of  holy  cheiclie  :  hy 
ssolle  by  fe  more  holy  /  and  more  clene  /  fawne  fe 
opva.  Vor  yef  hi  bye])  (^iicade  :  hi  ssolle  by  Jje  more 
y-harmed  /  Jja/nie  ]?e  ojjie.  ))is  is  ]je  zixte  stat. 
huer  me  ssel  loki  cha.stete.  and  ]?e  zixte  bo^  of  ))ise 
trawe. 

j)e  zeuende  stat  huer  me  ssel  loki  chastete :  is  J>e 
stat  of  religioun.  uor  J?o  })et  byej?  ine  pet  stat  /  habbej) 
to  god  behote :  pet  hi  ssolle  libbe  euremor  chasteliche. 
And  Jjeruore  hy  byejj  y-hyealde  /  and  y-obliged  be 
zuych  beheste.  pet  neiiremor  hi  ne  mo3e  by  spoused  / 
zeppe  hi  byep  profes.  And  huo  pet  him  dep  spousy : 
pe  spoushod  ne  ssel  by  na3t.  and  peruore  hi  ssolle  do 
greate  payne  /  and  grat  diligence  wel  to  loki  hare 
chastete  /  and  uor  hare  stat  /  pet  is  stat  of  holy  pe/fec- 
cion.  pet  pe  more  pet  /  pet  stat  is  holy  :  be  zuo  moche 
is  pe  zenne  pe  more  /  and  pe  more  uoul.  j)e  uouler 
pet  is  pe  spot :  pe  more  he  is  yzyenne  ine  pe  huyte  robe. 
And  huo  pet  he3est  ualp :  pe  zorer  he  him  blechep. 
And  uor  to  ouercome  hire  aduersarie  pet  is  pe  dieuel  / 
pet  mest  hi7n  paynep  uor  to  uondi  and  to  do  ualle  po  of 
religion,  and  more  is  gled  hua?2ne  he  his  may  ouer- 
come :  pa«ne  of  eni  oper  stat.  Vor  alsuo  ase  pe  angles 
of  heuene  habbep  grat  glednesse  of  ane  zene3ere 
hua?ine  he  him  repentep  /  and  dep  penonce  uor  his 
zeTznes  :  alsuo  pe  dyeulcTZ  ham  glediep  huawne  ^  hi  mo3e 
ouercome  /  and  do  ualle  in-to  ze?^ne  ane  guodne  man. 
And  pe  more  pet  he  is  of  grat  stat  /  and  pe  parfiter : 
pe  more  hep  he  pe  gratter  glednesse  /  hua^zne  he  him 
may  gyly.  Ase  pe  vissere  hep  more  blisse  uor  to  nime 
ane  gr«tne  viss  :  pane  ane  littlene. 


Here  lieth  a 
tale. 

One  readetli  in 
the  lives  of  the 


HyER    LYp    A    TALE. 

Me  ret  ine  Hues  of  holy  uaderes  /  pet  an  holy  man 
^  MS.  puann^ 
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tealde  /  hou  lie  com  to  by  monek  /  and  zede.  lion  bet  holy  fathers 

that  a  holy  man 

he  Kedde  y-by  ane  payenes  zone  /  j^et  wes  a  prest  to  J7e  toid  how  he  be- 

.  T-ii  -1  1      came  a  monk. 

momenettes.     And  po  lie  wes  a  child  :  on  time  he  yecie  He  was  a  pagan 
into  jje  temple  mid  his  uader  pnueliche.     ])er  he  yze3  whJnaThiidhe 
ane  gmtne  dyeuel  f  et  zet  ope  ane  uyealdinde  stole  /  and  ^^^^^^^"^  ^^^ 
al  his  niayne  aboute  him.     ber  com  on  of  be  p?'mces  :  ^a^oinet, 

*        ^  and  there  he  saw 

and  leat  to  him.     ])o  he  him  aksede  be  ilke  bet  zet  ine  a  great  devii  sit- 
ting on  a  foldlng- 

f  e  stole.  huaTines  he  com.  and  he  aiisiierede  /  f  et  he  stooi,  and  aii  his 

^  ,  -,    servants  about 

com  uram  ane  loncle  liuer  he  liedde  arered  and  ymad  wm. 

I         ^  .   J  •  /  ,     ,  1        One  of  his  princes 

manye  werren  /  and  manye  vi^tmges  /  ziio  f  et  moche  came  and  toid  him 
uolk  weren  yssla^e  /and  moche  blod  ber  y-ssed.     be  ^f^^^^T!'^"^*^^ 

'J  ?      I  r        o  J        bloodshed  he  liad 

mayster  liim  acsede  ine  lioii  moche  time  he  liedde  ]?et  caused  in  30  days. 
y-do.  and  he  ansuerede  :  ^iiie  britti  da^es.'  he  him  zede  /  His  master  the 

devil  ordered  him 

*Ine  zuo  moche  time  /  liest  zuo  lite  y-do  V     ])o  he  het  to  be  weii  beaten, 

because  In  so 

j?et  ha  wer  ri3t  wel  ybeate  /  and  euele  y-dra^e.     i^iter  much  time  he  had 

,  ,,ii  iT'i/  1  J        done  so  little. 

pan :  com  anoper  fet  alsuo  to  mm  leat  ase  pe  uerste. 

j)e  mayster  hi??^  acsede :  hua?2nes  ha  com.  He  ansuerede  /  Another  came 

and  said  that  In 

f  et  he  com  uram  f  e  ze.  huer  he  hedde  yniad  manye  20  days  he 

,  .  jti/1  1  n     had  caused  tem- 

tempestes.    uele    ssipes   to-broke   /    and    moche    uolk  pests  and  ship- 
adrey[n]ct.  pe   maister   acsede  ine  hou  long  time,   he 
ansuerede  /'ine   tuenti  da3es.'     He  zayde  /  '  Ine  zuo  He  too  was  re- 

1   *    J       -T-i  r>  ^  buked  for  his 

moche  time :  hest  zuo  lite  y-do  ?      Efterward  com  fe  idleness. 
bridde.  bet  ansuerede  /  bet  he  com  uram  ane  cite  huer  a  third  came  and 

related  how  at  a 

he  hedde  y-by  at  ane  bredale  /  and  jjer  he  hedde  arered  wedding  he  had 
and  y-mad  cheastes  /  and  strifs.  zuo  j^et  moche  uolk  discord,  and 
per  were  y-sla3e.   and   fer-to  :    he   hedde  ysla3e   fane  ^ayV^  "^ 
hosebounde.     j)e  maister  h.hn  acsede  hou  long  time  he 
zette  f et  uor  to  done.     He  ansuerede  fet  ine  ten  da3es. 
])o  he  het  fet  he  were  wel  ybyate.  uor  f  et  he  hedde  for  which  he  was 
zuo  longe  abide  >et  to  done :    wi>-oute   more.       Ate  TeaSn  for'bein"" 
lasten  com  an-ober  to-uore  be  pmice.  and  to  him  he  so  long  about  it. 

J  J       r  At  last  there 

bea3.     And  he  him  acsede  /  hua7^nes  comst  ]jou.     He  ^^"^^  another, 
ansuerede  J?et  he    com  uram    fe   ermitage  /  huer   he  who  said  he  came 

TTiT  ,•  ,  T  ir>p'     from  an  hermit- 

hedde  yby  uourti  yer  uor  to  uondi  ane  monek  01  loriii-  age,  where  he 
cacion  /  bet  is  be  zewne  of  lecherie.  and  zuo  moche  ich  ^^^  '^f "  **!. 

'    ■*  -T  years  temptmg  a 

habbe  y-do  bet  ine  bise  ny^t  ich  hine  habbe  ouercome  /  ^^^^  *^  commit 

■•  ••  "^  ^  '    foraication,  and 
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RELIGION    IS    LIKE    A    DESERT. 


[Fol.  75.  a.] 
was  ulthautely 

8llWe8rtt'ul. 

The  devil  kissed 
this  priiice,  and 
placed  u  trowri 
on  his  head  and 
praised  him  for 
his  prowess. 


Thus  we  see  how 
glad  the  devil  is 
when  he  may 
cause  a  man  of 
religion  to  fall 
into  sin. 


Our  Lord  went 
into  the  desert  to 
be  tempted. 


Religion  is  a 
desert  hard  and 
dry. 


Whoso  will  avoid 
lechery,  must 
withdraw  from 
the  lusts  of  the 
flesh. 


He  who  will  take 
a  castle  must 
withdraw  the 
meat  and  the 
water  so  as  to 
starve  his  foe. 


The  castle  of  the 
womb  may  not 
withstand  the 
spirit  when  it  is 
starved  by  fast- 
ings and  absti- 
nence. 


and  y-(lo  him  ualle  iu-to  pa  ztnmt.  ]f)u  lliip  op  pe 
may.ster  /  and  him  keste  /  and  be-clepte  /  and  dode  Jjo 
coroune  ope  hi.s  heued  /  an  dede  him  zitte  be-zide  him. 
and  to  him  zede  /  Jjet  he  liedde  grat  Jjing  y-do  /  and 
grat  prowesse.  po  zayde  po  guode  man  /  jjet  huaTzne 
he  hedde  fet  y-hyerd  /  and  jjet  y-zo3e  :  lie  Jjo^te  /  Jjet  hit 
were  grat  Jjing  to  hy  monek  /  and  he  Jjo  encheysoun 
he  becom  monek. 

Ine  Jjise  tale  me  may  ysy  /  Jjet  greate  glednesse  hab- 
be]}  J?o  dyeulen  huawiie  hi  mo^e  do  ualle  ane  man  of  re- 
ligion in-to  ze?2ne.  Vor  huar^ne  fet  a  man  is  y-guo  in- 
to religion  /  he  is  ase  fe  ilke  |?et  gej)  in-to  Jje  uelde 
uor  hiz/z-zelue  /  to  iii3te  wyf  Jjane  dyeuel.  ])anne 
hiiawne  oure  Ihord  wolde  by  uonded  of  Jje  dyenle :  he 
yede  in-to  desert,  nor  pe  desert  of  religion  :  is  neld  of 
uondinge.  Religion  is  ycleped  desert,  uor  alsuo  ase  fe 
desert  is  hard  and  draye  /  and  iier  uram  alle  men : 
alsuo  ssel  by  pe  stat  of  religion  hard  /  and  draye  be 
hardnesse  of  Hue.  Jjet  is  a  Strang  heg  aye  fe  wyckede 
bestes.  and  a  Strang  armure  a-ye  fane  uyend.  ])is  is 
remedie  aye  zenne  of  lecherie.  uor  huo  j^et  wyle  quenche 
pet  uer  of  lecherie  ine  him-zelue :  he  ssel  wyj>dra3e  f  e 
brondes.  pet  byej?  pe  lostes  of  pe  ulesse  /  fet  pe  guode 
religious  ssel  wjpdrsi^e  of  his  ulesse  /  be  uestinges  /  be 
wakiinges  /  be  diciplines.  ojjer  oj^erlaker  ])et  uer  ne  may 
na^t  by  y-quenct.  Huo  fet  \\^de  ane  cite  of er  ane  castel 
nime :  lie  ssel  asemocbe  ase  he  may  /  wy]3dra3e  pe 
metes  /  and  J>et  weter  /  uor  to  asterue  liis.  Vor  hua^zne 
pe  castel  is  asterued  :  he  ne  may  bym  hyealde  aye  his 
yuo.  Alsuo  pe  castel  of  pe  wombe  fet  is  pe  strengfe  of 
pe  ulesse  /  ne  may  him  hyealde  aye  fane  gost :  fawne  he 
is  asterued  be  uestinges  /  and  be  wyf  dra3j)es.  ])e  stat 
of  religion  ssel  by  zuo  yuerred  uram  pe  wordle  :  fet  pe 
ilke  f  et  is  ine  f  et  stat  /  ne  uele  na3t  huerof  he  ssel  by 
dyead  to  pe  wordle  /  and  libbe  to  god.  ase  zayf  zainte 
paul.  f  et  alsuo  ase  pe  ilke  f  et  is  dyead  bodilich  /  hej? 
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ilore  alle  his  bodiliche  wyttes  /  f  e  zi^lpe  /  pe  hyerj^e  /  jje 
speche.  jjane  zuel^  /  ]?ane  smel  /  and  f  e  uelinge.  alsuo 
ssel  by  be  religious  zuo  dyead  ase  to  fe  wordle  :  f  et  lie  The  religious 

should  he  dead  to 

nojjing   ne   uele   fet  belonge])  to  zenne.  J?et  he  mo^e  theworui. 
zo]?liche  zigge  ])et  word  /  ]?et  j)e  apostel  sainte  paul  st  Paul  held  the 
zayde  of  him-zelue.   ')pe  wordle'  he  zayj?  'is  y-cr'Z/cefyed  hateful,  as  one 
to  me :  and  ich  to  Jje  wordle.'  he  wolde  zigge  f  et  al  emcifieTofhang- 
alsuo  ase  ]pQ  wordle  him  hild  uor  uyl  /  and  uor  wlatuol  /  ^^J^^  ^^®  ™^^' 
ase  me  de])  enne  y-honged :  alsuo  hed  he  fe  wordle 
uor  vil  /  and  uor  wlatuol  /  ase  me  he]?  fane  :  f et  is  y- 
crt^cified  opev  anhonged  uor  his  misdede.     Alsuo  ssel 
J}e  ilke  jjet  is  ine  stat  of  perfeccion  /  ]?e  wor[d]le  hatie.  He  that  is  in  a 

strfitG  of  DGriGction 

fet  is  to  zigge  :  pe  couaytise  /  and  ]?e  kueadnesse  of  fe  hateth  the  covet- 
wordle  /  f  et  he  ne  uele  na^t  be  loue  and  be  wylninge.  ^^orfd!^  ° 
zuo  Jjet    his  cowuersacion  by  al  ine  heuene.  ase  zayjj 
zainte  paul  of  h.i7n  j  and  of  ham  fet  bye]?  ine  stat  of 
perfeccion.    'Ourecowuersacioun' hezayb  'is  ine  heuene.  for  their  con  versa- 

•'  tion  is  in  heaven. 

uor  f et  body  is  ine  ]?e  erfe.  fe  herte  is  ine  heuene  be 
loue  /  and  be  wylninge. 

Man  rehojious  ne  ssel  nobiiiff  o:?en  habbe  ine  erbe.  ^^^^-  '^^-  ^-1 

"  joy  I        The  religious  man 

Ac  he  ssel  maki  his  hord  ine  heuene.  ase  zayb  oure  shaii  make  his 

hoard  in  heaven. 

Ihord  ine  his  spelle.  '  Yef  ])ou  wylt'  he  zay]?  'by  parfit  : 
guo  and  zele  al  fet  ]jou  hest  /  and  yef  hit  ]je  poure  uor 
godes  loue  /  and  zuo  fe  sselt  habbe  ]?in  hord  ine  heuene.' 
MaTznes  hord  of  religion  :  ys  zobe  pouerte  bet  comb  of  The  man  of  re- 

^  ^  I      ^  t  t  ligion's  hoard  is 

guode  wylle  /  ase  zayb  an  haben  ine  jje  lyues  of  uaderes.   true  poverty, 

wherewith  one 

Vor  pouerte  is  fet  menet  /  huermide  me  bay])  pQ  riche  buyeth  the  king- 
dom of  heaven. 
of  heuene,     Hueruore  oure  Ihord  zay]).  ])et  ])e  poure  of 

sprit  bye])  y-bhssed.     Yor  ])e  riche  of  heuene  :  is  hare. 

Vorzofe  huo  ])et  is  poure  of  spirit  /  ])et  is  of  wylle.    He 

ne  zek])  ine  ])ise  wordle  /  ne  lostes.   ne  richesses.   no 

worbssipes.  ac  rabre  uoryet  al  /  uor  god.     And  zuo  ssel  The  good  reiigi- 

'  ^  t/  /  <_>  ^yg  rasM  seeks  to 

do  be  guode  religious  /  bet  wile  cliue  into  be  helle  of  cUmb  unto  the 

hill  of  perfection, 

perfeccion.     )5a?zne  fe  angel  zayde  to  lot  /  fo  he  wes 

y-guo  out  of  sodome.  'ne  trost  ])e  na^t  ine  ])e  stede  ])et 

J)ou  hest  ylete.  ac  ywyte  ])e  ine  ])e  helle  of  perfeccion.' 

16 
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for  he  tni«ta  not     V(jr  liiio  but  is  v-^uo  Gilt  of  bt;  6'o/fuer.sacioii  of  b(i  wordle  : 

to  the  world.  r  J  o  r  r 

he  lie  s.sel  him  iia^t  tro.sti  /  ne  hyealde  besyde  ))e  worcUe 
be  wyllo  /  ne  be  wihiiiige,  Ac  liim  asoyuy  ase  moche 
ase  ho  may  /  al  huet  lie  is  iiie  fo  helle  of  perfeccion  / 
and  Jjer  me  ssel  aljide  to  his  lieljje  /  wyjjoute  lokinge 
Lot's  wife  looked    ayen.     Lotte.s  wyf  lokede  beliinde  hire  /  fe    cite  pet 

back  to  the  burn-     tpttt 

ing  city,  and  was  ber[njde  huerout  hi  wes  i-giio.  and  jjeniore  hi  wes 
image'of  sau.''"  ychongcd  iii-to  ail  ymage  of  zalt.  Lottes  wyf  /  be- 
Lofs  wife  be-        tokiiej)  ham  /  zejjjje  pet  hi  byejj  iguo  out  of  pe  wordle  / 

tokeneth  those  ,  .  i  mi 

whose  bodies  are    aiid  bycp  yguo  iiito  rehgion.  wendep  ayen  be  wille  and 

but  their  iiearts     ^^  wykii/ige  /  pet  habbcp  hare  body  ine  cloystre  /  an 

m  the  world.         zettep  hare  herten   ine  pe  wordle.     ))os  anlyknep   pe 

yniage  of  zalt  /  pet  ne  hep  bote  pe  lyknesse  of  man.  and 

hit  is  hard  /  and  chald  ase  a  ston.     Alsuo  byep  pet 

uolk  chealde  ine  pe  lone  of  god  /  and  hard  wyp-oute 

They  have  only  •  wetnesse  of  pite  :  and  of  deuocion.    )pa?ine  hi  ne  habbep 

the  clothing  of         ,  ,       .  „  , 

religion.  botc  pe  clopiiige  of  hare  religion.     ])q  ymage  pet  wes  of 

betokenelh  wit      zalt  /  bc-toknep  Ine  pe  wTiti?2ge  :  wyt  /  and  discrecion. 

and  discretion.  tiij_j»i  j^      ■>  j.  i  ^ 

uor  ase  pet  zalt  yeip  smac  to  pe  mete  :  alsuo  ssel  man 
habbe  wyt.  and  discrecion  ine  his  dedes  /  and  ine  his 
wordes.  \)q  ilke  ymage  pa?ine  of  zalt  ssel  y[e]ue  wyt  / 
and  onderstondi/zge  /  and  uorbysne  :  to  ham  of  religion, 
pet  habbep  uorlete  pe  wordle  /  pet  hy  ne  wende  ayen  to 
Our  Lord  exhorts  pan  pet  hi  habbep  y-lete.     And  peruore  zayp  oure  Ihord 

his  disciples  to         . 

remember  Lot's     in  his  spelle  to  his  deciples  /  pet  him  uol3ede.  *bepenchep 

wife 

you  he  zaip  of  lottes  wyiie.'     ]pet  is  to  zigge  /  ne  lokep 

na3t  to  pet  ye  habbep  y-lete  uor  me.  pet  ye  ne  lyese  pet 

lyf  of  grace  and  of  blisse :     Alsuo   ase  lottes  wyf  / 

uorlyas  pet  lif  of  pe  bodye  /  uor  pet  hi  lokede  to  pan  / 

pet  hi  hedde  y-lete.     )pa?2iie  oure  Ihord  zayp  ine  his 

He  who  sets  hand  spelle.     ])Qi  pe  like  pet  zet  pe  hand  ape  ZU0I3  and  lokep 

looketh  behind  is   behiude  him :  ne  is  na^t  worpi  to  pe  riche  of  heuene. 

heaven!*  ^^  °        ^^^^  alsuo  ase  pe  ilke  pe  let  pe  ZU0I3  lokep  alneway 

Those  dedicated     beuore  him  /  uor  to  lede  wel  his  zuob  :    Alsuo  ssel  do 

to  God  should  '  ^ 

ever  have  the        he  bet  zet  be  hand  to  be  zuob  of  penonce  ober  of  reli- 

eyes  of  their  .    "^  ^  r  ?  r  r 

[Foi.  76.  a.]      gion  :  alneway  ssel  habbe  pe  e3en  of  his  herte  /  pet  is  to 
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zigge  be  onderstondinge  and  be  wyl  to  ban  bet  is  be-iiore  :  heart  directed  to 

everlasting  bliss, 

and  na^t  to  jjan  Ipet  is  beliynde.  ]?et  is  to  j>e  guodes  andnottotem- 

eurelestinde  ]jet  ssolle«  by  be-uore  ine  ]?e  herte.  na^t  to 

pe  tiinlicbe  guodes  /  fet  ssoUe  by  behynde.     And  fus 

dede  zaynte  paul  jjet  zede  /  J?et  he  hedde  uoryete  pet  /  st  Paul  always 

,    ,        directed  his  uu- 

pet  wes  beninde.  jjet  wes  pe  wordle  and  al  fe  couaitise  derstanding  and 

jjet  j?er  is  /  Jjet  he  ne  prayzede  na^t  /  and  yede  alneway 

beuore  him.     Vor  he  hedde  alneway  his  onderstondinge 

and  his  wyl  to  heuene.     Ac  moche  uolk  of  religion 

zette]?  Jje  Z110I3  be-uore  fe  oksen.  uor  uele  Jjer  bye]?  and  Many  religious 

folk  SGgIc  tGIH" 

pet  is  hire  harm  pet  more  zechej?  pe  timliche  finges  /  porai  things  and 
and   dop  beuore  /  fet   ssolde  by  behynde.  pe  timliche  before^he^oxen. 
guodes  beuore :  pe  eurelestinde.   and  pe  gostliche  be- 
hynde.   Zuyche  religious  bye]?  ine  wel  grat  peril  of  hare 
uorlyezynge.  uor  hi  ne  habbe])  bote  pe  clo]?inge  of  hare 
rehgion.     To  pe  uorbysne  of  zainte  paul  /  ssel  pe  guode  st  Paul  exhorts 
religious  /  uoryete  pe  wordle  /  and  lete  his  behind e  him.  "ev^rksting^ 
and  pe  guodes  eurelestinde  alneway  habbe  beuore  his  y!Sq^q  thenT'^^ 
63 en.  and  alneway  guo  uram  u^rtue  /  to  uh'tue  /  alhuet  and  go  from 
he  com]}  to  pe  mont  ioye.  pet  is  /  to  J?e  helle  of  blisse  untu  they  come 
eurelestinde.  huer  he  ssel  clyerliche  izy  god.  and  him  evedasting^iisa. 
ssel  louie  parfitliche.  and  wor]?ssipie  euremo.     pet  is  pe 
blissinge  huer  pe  jetpe  of  onderstondinge  let  f  0  ]5et 
lokej)  clcTinesse  of  herte  /  and  of  bodye  /  ase  we  habbe]? 
aboue  y-sseawed.     And  feruore  zay])  oure  Ihord.     pet 
yblissed  bye]?  pe  clene  of  herte.  uor  hy  ssolle  clyerliche  "  Blessed  be  the 
ysy  god.     pe  ilke  blissinge  begin]?  hyer.  uor  hi  byef  for  they  shall' 
yclenzed   of  ]?iesternesse  /  of  errour  to  ]?e  onderstond- 
inge /  and  of  spottes  of  zenne  /  ase  to  pe  wylle.     And 
]?eruore  hi  j-zjep  god  be  byyleaue  ali^te  /  of  pe  bri^tnesse  They  shall  see 
]?et  com]?  of  pe  yeffe  of  onderstondinge  /  huerby  me  i^y  the  gift  of 
knau]?  his  sseppere  /  and  al  ]?et  belongef  to  helfe  of  ""^erstanding. 
zaule  wyjj-oute  drede  /  wy]?-oute  comparer  /  wy]?-oute 
chancelier.  and  ine  pe  byleue  of  lesu  cnst  huer  hi  bye]? 
zuo  to-gidere  /  and  yzet  uestliche  /  f  et  hi  ne  mo^e  ham 
to-dele ;  uor  dya]?  /  ne  uor  torment.     And  peTuore  hi 
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Tl 
are 


le  pure  of  heart  l^yef)  yljHsscd  /  be  clene  of  herte  /  ine  bise  lyiie  dvad- 

e  bleHHcd  in  this      ^'    f  -^  I    r  I  r  J  J 

mortui  life.  Hell,  uoi*  111  haljboj)   fc  63011  of  liaie  herten  /  and  J)0 

ondurstondinge  of  hare  wylle/  zuo  clene  /  and  zuo  clyer  / 
for  they  see  God     jjet  hi  zvei  ^  god  /  and  vleuob  be  stronge  beleaue  /  and 

clearly  with  the 

eyes  of  their  zikere.  a.se  zay|)  oure  Ihord  to  saint  thomas  ))e  apostel. 

*Vor  Jjet  J)ou  me  hest  y-zo3e  :  fou  me  hest  yleued.     Ac 

fo  ssolle  by  yblissed  :  jiet  me  ne  y-ze^e  and  me  yleuej).' 

This  blessing        Ac  ])is  blissinge  ssel  by  uolueld  /  ine  fe  Hue  eureles- 

in  the  ufe  ever-     tinde.  huei  Jje  clene  of  herte  fet  hier  ssoUe  ysy  him  be 

"^  *"^'  byleaue.  ac  alneway  JjiesterHche.  hi  ssolle  y-zi  face  wyj) 

when  they  shall     ^^^^  •  ^  apertcHche  /  ase  zayjj  za}i;e  paul.     ))et  is  J)e 

face  ^   *^^^  ^"      blissinge  of  angles  /  and  of  hal3en  of  paradis.  Jjet  yzy 

god  ine  fe  face  /  yknawe  enne  god  ine  fri  persones.  to 

ysy  cHerliche  ine  fo  sseawere  hueri/ine  aUe  finges  byejj 

bri^te  /  mid-Jje  lombe  /  and  fe  hal^en  ham  wondrej?  / 

[Foi.  76.  b.]  and  ha?7i  y-zyef.  and  nolle  ne  mo^e  by  :  hiw  an  to  loki. 

In  heaven  there     Yor  fer  is  alle  uayihede  /  alle  zuetnesse  /  aUe  guo[d]- 

sweetness,  and      nessB.  welle  of  lif  eurelestinde  /  and  al  fet  herte  may 

^^  "^^^'  wylnj  /  and   of  guod   desiri.     Ac  ich  zigge  Hte.  uor 

ase  zayj)  f  e  writinge.    '  ne  030  dyeadlich  ne  may  najt 

ysy.    ne    eare   hihere.    ne   ma/znes   herte    fenche.    fet 

god     hef    agrayjjed    to    his    uriendes.'      )5a?2ne    sant 

wherefore  think     ansalm  zayjj.    *  Man  arere   al  fine  onderstondinge  J?er 

andSdt'how   aboue  /  an  fench  ase  moche  ase  f e  mi3t  /  huet  /  and 

desirable  is  that     j^^^  moche  grat  /  and  huo  moche  lostuol  /  is  bet  guod  / 

bliss  which  com-  o  /  /  r        o  / 

prebends  all  jjgt  he]j  f  6  ioye  and  fane  lost  of  aUe  guode.  and  na3t 
zuych  lost  /  ne  zueche  blisse  /  ase  me  uint  ine  sseppinges  : 
ac  asemoche  more  :  ase  pe  sseppere  is  more  pawne  J?e 
sseppinges.'  Nou  zayp  he  /  *ma%nes  makinge  huet 
y-zyxt  Jjou  foleant  uor  to  zeche  diuerse  guodes  to  pine 
zaule  and  to  pine  bodye.  Loue  wel  on  guod  huer  byep 
^ood^^*^^^^^^^^*  ^^  guodes  /  and  hit  is  yno3.  pet  is  him-zelf  pet  is  he3est 
of  Him  come  all     cjuod  of  huam  comeb  alle  be  obre  /  ase  be  streames  /  of 

goods,  as  the  ®  r  T        y       I  Y  I 

streams  of  the       pe  wellc.'     Vorzope  he  ssel  by  wel  yblissed  zayp  saynt 
He  is  greatly        austin  /  pet  wyp-outc  nono  nakede  uisage  onwri3e  ssel 

blessed  who  with 

his  naked  visage    yzy  pe  blisse  of  god.  and  ssel  by  y-went  me  anucnesse 


1  For  zyej>. 
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of  ]je  blisse  huer  lie  ssel  ysy  god  ase  he  is.  hiiycK  zi^jje  shall  see  God 

is  coroune  wyjjoute  ende  /  and  al  pe  ssepe  of  lial3en. 

fet   ssel   by  al  f e  guod  of  man  /  zay)j  liu^e  de  saint 

uictor.  auoreye  pane  man  jjet  lie  made  ine  bodye  and  ine 

zaule  /  uor  jjan  J?et  man  him  y-ze^  mid  pe  e3en  of  pe 

bodie  ine  his  manliode.  and  fe  zaule  h.i7n  jzip  ine  his 

godhede.  znp  Jjet  he  uand  zuetnesse  /  and  lost  ine  his 

sseppere   wy])-ine  /  and    wyjj-oute  /  wyf-inne :  ine   Jje 

godhede.  wyjjoute  :  ine  fe  manhode.  ]?et  ssel  by  fe  blisse 

of  man  /  bet  ssel  by  his  ioye  /  and  his  lost  /  and  lif  '^^^^  ^^?^*  ^^^^^ 

'    •*  '^  ^      I  '  be  the  great  joy 

eurelestinde  jje  ilke  yblissede  zi^Jje.     j)et  is  pe  blissinge  of  life  everlasting. 
yef  hit  onderstondef  :  jjo  pet  lokej?  cle/inesse  of  herte 
and  of  bodie. 

Of   j)E   YEF]2E    op    WYSDOME.       Of    J)B    VIBIVE   of  Of  the  gift  of 

^  wisdom. 

TEi»fP£^i?ANCE.    AND    OF    SOBRETE. 

belaste  yef  be  /  and  bemeste  /  and  behe^este  :  is  be  The  last  gift  and 

'  ^      f     I  f  I  r  :>  r      the  greatest  is 

yefjje  of  wysdom.  Jjet  is  a  grace  pet  pe  holy  gost  jeip  to  wisdom, 
be  coTitemplatiue  herte.  huerby  he  is  ynome  of  be  loue  by  which  the 

,  heart  is  possessed 

of  god.  jjet  he  na3t  ne  wylne]?  /  ne  ne  ze^])  ojjer  j?ing  /  with  the  love  of 

psinne  him  to  zye^^ne  /  and  to  habbe  /  ine  him  uor  to 

likni  /  mid  him  uor  to  bleue.     j)is  is  jjet  greate  of  per-  tms  is  the  step 

.  1  p  p         1  of  perfection. 

feccion  /  pe  ende  of  co^^templacion.     pe  jeipe  of  onder- 

stondinge  huerof  we  habbe]?    aboue   yspeke  /  makef 

knawe  god  /  and  pe  gostliche  Jjinges  ase  be  zi3]je  /  and 

be  simple  lokinges.     Ac  pe  yefjje  of  wysdom  /  makef  to  tws  gift  makes 

yuele  god  /  an  to  y-knawe  ase  be  zuel^.  panne  wysdom  perfectly, 

ne  is  oJ?er  ))ing  /  panne  knaulechinge  smackinde  /  ]jet  is 

mid  smac  and  mid  grat  lost  of  herte.  uor  ojjerlaker  he 

knaub  wyn  /  be  ilke  bet  hit  yzi3b  ine  a  uayr  gles.  ojjer-  as  one  knoweth 

'  '    ^  wine  by  seeing  or 

laker  pe  ilke  jjet  hit  drincj?  /  and  tastef  /  and  smackej?.  tasting  it. 

Ac  be  filosofes  yknewen  god  be  writinge  /  ase  be  ane  The  phuosophers 

11111  knew  God  by 

ssewere  huerinne  hy  lokede?^.  be  skele  and  be  onder-  writing,  as  by  a 
stondinge  of  his  mi3te.  his  uayrhede  /  his  wyt.  and  his  "^''■'''''■' 
guodnesse  /  erj?an  hi  y-ze3en  f  e  sseppinges  f  et  he  hep 
ymad  zuo  greate  /  zuo  uayre  /  zuo  guode  /  and  zuo  wel 
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aiul  by  the  works 
of  iicituro,  ami  by 
liuturul  ruusoii, 

[Fol.  77.  a.] 


but  never  byi 
love  or  devotion. 


The  gift  of  wis- 
dom joineth 
man's  heart  to 
God  by  the  glue  of 
love. 


and  there  he 
feedeth,  resteth, 
and  is  nourished, 
And  forgetteth  all 
his  labours  and 
desires  (carnal 
and  earthly). 

This  is  the  last 
step  of  the  ladder 
of  perfection. 


The  steps  of  this 
ladder  are  the 
seven  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost. 
By  these  steps 
climb  the  angels. 


going  from  virtue 
to  virtue. 


Having  reached 
the  highest 
step, 


there  is  a  greater 
need  for  meekness 
and  self-abase- 
ment. 


y-ordayned.  })a/<iic  hi  kii«nvL*ii  wel  be  zy3]?e  and  be 
uorblsiie  /  and  ))e  simple  zi3)je  of  onderstondinge  /  and 
of  kendelich  skele.  Ac  neure  na3t  no  yiielded  /  no 
no  mi3te  y-uele  be  ziiel3  of  ri3te  loue  /  ne  Ijy  deuocion. 
Aisuo  fer  byej)  uele  cmtene  clerkes  /  and  leawede  / 
J?et  wel  ham  yknewe  be  byleaue  /  and  be  wrytinge.  Ac 
uor  J)et  hi  habbej?  fane  zuel3  na^  wel  y-di3t  bo  zenne 
hi  lie  mo^e  no  Jjing  yuele  narimore  fa/^ne  fe  zike  uint 
smak  ine  pa  guode  mete.  \)e  yefjje  of  wysdom  /  J?et  pa 
holy  gost  zet  ine  herte  /  zikerHche  uayrej)  /  and  dense])  / 
of  alle  ueljje  of  zewne  /  and  areref  zuo  J)ane  gost  of  man  : 
Jjet  he  hi??!  ioinej)  to  god  /  be  a  glu  of  loue  /  zuo  Jjet  he 
is  al  on  mid  god.  ])er  he  him  ueth.  J?er  he  him  norissej). 
fer  he  him  uettef.  fer  he  him  lostef.  fer  he  him  reste]?. 
pei  he  him  slepjj.  fer  he  uoryet  al  his  trauail  /  alle  his 
Avylninges  ulessliche  /  and  erj?liche  /  and  him  zelue  / 
fet  he  hhn  ne  be]}eng]j  of  na3t :  bote  of  ]jet  he  loue]?  / 
and  fet  is  god  onlepiliche.  j)is  is  }>e  laste  stape  /  of  pe 
Iheddre  of  perfeccion  /  Jjet  lacob  yze3  ine  his  sslepe  /  f  et 
tok  Jje  lieuene  /  huerby  f  e  angles  of  oure  Ihorde  lesu 
mst  cliue  op  :  and  doun.  j)e  stapes  of  jjise  Iheddre : 
byeJ)  fe  zeue  yefjjes  of  pe  holy  gost  /  huerof  we  habbej) 
y-speke.  Be  po  zeue  stapes  cliuej?  fe  angles,  pet  byejj 
]?o  fet  habbej)  hare  herten  to  heuene  /  fet  ledejj  lyf  of 
angle  ine  erfe  /  be  uayrehede  /  and  be  clewnesse  /  Jjet 
habbejj  hare  herten  in  heuene  be  wylnynge.  huarzne  hi  guojj 
and  profitejj  uram  mVtne  to  u/rtue  /  al  huet  hi  yzj^ejj  god 
aperteliche  and  heriejj  parfitliche.  Ac  hwanne  hi  byejj 
y-cliue  op  al  to  Jje  laste  stape  :  ojjerhuil  hit  behouejj  guo 
doun  be  lo3nesse.  Vor  ase  moclie  ase  man  is  more 
pa^'fit :  Jje  more  he  is  milde  /  and  Jje  lesse  him-zelue 
praysejj.  Jjerof  me  kan  zigge  :  he  Jjet  is  most  worjj :  he 
him  most  lo3eJj.  j)a?2ne  Jje  guode  parfite  ma?zn  ssel  by 
ase  Jjet  trau  Jjet  is  y-karked  mid  frut  /  Jje  more  hit  bou3 
to  Jje  grunde.  Ine  anojjre  manire  me  may  onderstonde  / 
Jjet  Jje  angles  yeden  doun.  uor  Jje  guode  men  Jjet  ledejj 
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lif  of  angel  an  er])e  /  be  hire  holyhede  /  liuaTine  hi  byeb   it  behoveth  those 

leading  the  life  of 

y-cliue  op  to  fe  he3este  stape  of  coTztemplacion  /  huyder  angeis  on  earth 

pe  yeffje  of  wysdom  his  let  /  jjet  is  alsuo  y-goyned  to 

god  /  Jjet  he  iioryet  al  jjet  is  onder  god  /  be  ]je  greate 

zuetnesse  jjet  Jje  herte  uelf  /  fet  is  alsuo  iroted  ine  god  . 

J?et  he  lyest  alle  opie  lustes.  zuo  ham  behouejj  oferhuyl 

guo  doiin  of  f ise  zuetnesse  /  of  fise  reste  /  of  ]?ise  loste  / 

uram  his  zuete  bryesten  of  solas,  huer  god  ha?7i  dejj 

zouke  ine  j)e  co7itemplacion  to  j^e  workes  of  ]?e  bysye  to  descend  to  the 

lyue  /  huerof  we  habbej)  aboue  y-speke.  huer  Jje  parfite  busy  ufe. 

abide  ssolle  /  and   uor   hare   note   gostlich  /  and    uor 

o]}ren. 

Anofer  scele  fer  is  /  hueruore  hit  behouejj  guo  doun 
of  ])0  ilke  zete  of  coTztemplacion  /  huer  ))e  gost  of  wisdom 
wone]).     Vor  Jje  corrupcion  of  jje  ulesse  is  zuo  grat  jjet  The  corruption 

,  ,  .         ,  •       T         -I  1T11  IT  /•       of  the  flesh  is  80 

pe  gost  ne  may  ine  pise  hue  dyeadlicn  longe  bleue  /  m  g,.eat, 

zuo  he^  stat  of  coTitemplacion.  ne  yuele  Jje  ilke  greate  ^^ay  iloVio"? 

zuetnesse  /  bet  paseb  alle  lostes  bet  me  may  yuele  ine  remain  in  so  high 

'    f         ^        f  I  'J    'J  a  state  of  con- 

cise wordle  /  ase   f o  wyte])  fet  hit  habbef   y-proued.  tempiation. 

Jjeruore  ]je  ayenw^^^te  of  jje  ulesse  /  is  zuo  heuy  /  jjet  he  The  flesh  drags 

dl^])  j^ane  gost  a-doun  wylle  he  /  nolle  he.  and  f  eruore 

J)e  ilke  greate  zuetnesse  f et  fe  herte  cowtemplatif  ueljj  / 

be  fe  yef j)e  of  wysdome  ine  jjise  dyadliche  lyue.  ne  is  [Foi.  77.  b.] 

bote  a  litel  zuel3  /  huerby  me  smack  e]?  hou   god   is  in  this  earth  the 

zuete  /  and  zofte  as  me  tastejj  and  smackyf  J?et  wyn.  taste  of  God's 

erjjan  me  drincj?  his  nolle.     Ac  hua/nie  me  ssel  come  ^It  when  he  shall 

in-to  be  greate  tauerne  /  huer  be  tonne  is  be-take.  bet  is  ^^^^^  i"*'^  *^^® 

■»      °  If  *  great  tavern 

ine  jje  line  eurelestinde.  huer  fet  god  of  loue  /  and  of  (heaven), 

pays  /  is  /  of  blisse  /  and  of  lostes  /  and  of  solas  /  ssel 

bi  zuo  abandones  to  echen  /  fet  alle  ssolle  by  nolle. 

Ase  zayb   be   sauter.     j^et  al  fe  wylninge  of  fe  herte  he  shaii  drink  Ms 

fin 

ssolle  be  uolueld  fer.  hua^zne  god  ssel  do  come  ope  his 

urendes  ane  ulod  of  pays  /  ase  zayjj  fe  p^-c^phete.  huerof  for  God  shall 

hi  ssolle  by  zuo  uol  dronke  /  J?et  hi  ssolle  by  alle  dronke  /  SndsTfiood  of 

of  f e  greate  plente  /  ])et  is  ine  fine  house  /  and  his  sselt  ^^i^fl^hich  aii 

do  drinke  of  J?e  ulode  of  })ine  zuetnesse  /  and  of  pine  shall  be  drunk. 
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likinge.  pat  mid  jjc  is  fe  welle  of  lyue.  Jjet  is  Jje  welle 
eurelestinde  /  |)et  alneway  kiiel3 '  /  and  fayly  ne  may. 
J)(!t  is  god  zelf  /  )?et  is  welle  of  Hue  /  and  sterue  ne  may. 
huerof  arist  /  and  gej)  doun  aboue  alle  Jje  hal3en.  Jjet 
byej)  /  and  ssolle  bi  ine  pr^radis  /  a  ulod  of  blisse  /  of 
lost  /  and  of  pais,  ziio  grat  /  ]?et  alle  ))o  ]>itt  Jjerof  drinkej) : 
To  win  this  bless-  hi   byej)  di'onkc.     )pet  is  Jjet  pays  and  fe  blissinge  fet 

lug  one  sliall  live  ^  ^        .  ,,  .  .      ,      ,  .  .  , 

Boberiy  in  this  ssel  by  ine  fe  wordle  pat  is  commde  hire  uor  to  wyne  / 
and  habbe  /  me  ssel  libbe  sobreliche  ine  ))ise  wordle. 
ase  zayj)  saynt  austin.  Vor  non  ne  dringj)  of  fise 
stremes  of  pais  :  fet  ne  is  dronke  of  J?e  plente  of  bUsse  : 

Sobriety  cometh  jjet  ne  lokcj)  sobrete.  fet  is  fe  mrtue  Jjet  fe  yeffe  of 
Avysdom  zet  ine  herte  /  aye  fe  tomochelhede  of  glotunye. 
Vor  wysdom  tekjj  sobrete  /  ase  Salomon  zayjj.  Sobrete 
is  a  traw  wel  precious,  uor  hit  lokef  fe  helfe  of  fe  zaule 

Gluttony  produces  and  of  J»e  bodie  ase  zayjj  fe  writinge.     Of  glotonye  of 

sickness  and  i        p     i    •    i 

often  death.  mete  and  of  drmke  to  moche  :  come  J)  uele  greate  zik- 

nesses.  and  ofte  fe  dyaf.     Vor  be  to  moche  drinke  and 

Death  seizes         etlic  :  sterfb  moclie  uolk  /  and  be  dyab  his  nimb  sodayn- 

gluttons  suddenly,      ^  '^  ^  I  r        J    r  . 

as  one  doth  the      Hclie  /  asc  me  nimf  J?ane  viss  by  Jje  cheake.  Jjet  is  to 

fish  by  the  cheek. 

zigge  /  fe  morsel  me  fe  moujje. 

jpise  u/rtue  me  ssel  loky  toppe  alle  finges.  uor  J)e 

guodes  fet  hi  dej>  to  Jjan  :  fet  his  wel  lokeji.  Verst  / 
Di-unkenness  de-  sobrete  lokejj  be  skele  /  and  to  Jje  onderstondinge  hire 
freedom!'^'^  ^    ^^  uridom  /  fet  dronkenesse  hire  be-nymjj.     Vor  J?e  ilke 

fet  is  dronke  /  is  zuo  y-nome  of  wyn  :  Jjet  he  lyest 
The  drunkard       skele  /  and  ouderstoudinge    /  and  is  ase  adrayngt  ine 

loses  his  reason, 

and  the  wine        wyiu.  aiid  hua??ne  he  wenjj  drinke  Jjet  wyn :  Jjet  wyn 

drinketh  (drown-  -i  •  ■,  i  i/i«  i  • 

eth)  him.  dryngjj  him.     pe  ojjer  guod  Jjet  sobrete  makejj  is  Jjet  hi 

deliurejj  Jjane  man  of  to  uoul  Jjreldom.    Jjet  is  of  Jje 

The  glutton         Jjreldomo  of  Jje  wombe.     Vor  Jje  glotoun  /  and  Jje  to 

his  belly,  moche  nimere  of  metes:  makeJj  of  hare  womben  hare 

god.  ase  zayjj  zaynte  paul.  Vorzojje  moche  he  him 
onworjjejj :  Jjet  seruejj  to  ane  zuiche  uoule  Ihorde  /  ase 

out  of  which  go    to  Ms  wonibc.  hucTof  uc  may  go  out :  bote  ueljje  and 

filth  and  stench. 

stench.     Ac  sobrete  lokejj  man  ine  his  Ihordssip.  uor 

^  For  kueljj. 
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]je  gost  ssel  by  Ihord  ouer  jjet  body,  and  jjet  body  ssel  The  spirit  should 

,  be  lord  over  the 

seru]  to  ]je  goste.     pe  jjridde  guod  fet  sobrete  maked  body. 

is  jjet  hi  loki  jje  gate  of  jje  castele  aye  |)ane  ost  of  j?e      [FoI.  77.  a.] 

dyeule.  pet  is  ])e  mou])  j?et  is  j^e  mayster  gate  of  ])e  The  mouth  is  the 

castele  of  Jje  herte  /  j^et  jje  dyeuel  asaylej?  ase  moche  castie  of  the  heart. 

ase  he  may.     Ac  sobrete  him  wer])  ])e  gate  /  jjet  is  ]je 

moujj.     And  hua/ine  jje  gate  of  J»e  moufe  is  open :  fe 

gest  of  ze?zne  gej)  in  li3liche  /  and  uor  na3t  he  Ad3t  ayen 

fe  ofre  ze?2nes  /  ]jet  na^t  wyjjhalt  his  tonge.     Hiio  jjet 

he]j  Jjise  mVtue :  he  hef  of  his   bodye  fe   Ihordssip. 

Alsuo  ase  me  ouercom])  ])et  hors  bi  ]je  bridle,  sobrete  Sobriety  is  first 

,'  n      •  I  -t  t    1  I    assailed  in  the 

hep  pe  uerste  batayle  me  fe  ost  of  u^rtues  /  and  loke]?  /  host  of  virtues. 

and  were]?  fe  ojjre  u«-tues.     Jeanne  jje  dyeuel  uondede 

uerst  /  ase  be  jje  moujje  /  of  oiire  Ihorde    J70  he  him  The  devil  tempted 

,,  -I  '      n  iiAi  1        ^"^  Lord  first  by 

zede  /  ])et  he  ssolde  maki  01  stones  bread.     Alsuo  he  the  mouth. 

asaylede  fane  uerste  man  be  f e  moujje  /  and  him  ouer- 

com.  uor  he  him  openede  Jje  gate  of  his  castele  /  J)0  he 

him  coTzsentede  to  jje  uondinge.     To  loki  sobrete  ous 

tekjj  /  kende.    writinge.  an  alle  ssepjje.    kende  /  ]?et 

amang   ]je   bestes  /  man  hef  fane  leste  moujj  be  jje 

bodie.     Efter  man  to  fe  ofre  lemes  y-dobled  /  ase  fe  Man  bath  some 

e3en  /  [and]  earen  /  ac — he  ne  hejj  bote  enne  mou]?.  Ine  but  he  has  only 

pet  ous  tekf  kende  /  fet  me  ssel  ethe  lite  /  and  drinke  «"^"^°"^^- 

lite,  uor  kende  is  mid  lite  y-payd.  and  be  to  moche 

of  mete  /  is  ofte  y-ueld  doun.     j)e  writinge  ous  tek]? 

sobrete.  ine  uele  manyeres  /  and  be  manye  uorbysnes  / 

ase  mo3e  ysi  /  po  fet  connef  pe  writinge  onderstonde  / 

an  bo   bet  yzjep  pe  Hues  of  haben.     Efterward  /  alle  ah  creatures 

teach  us  sobriety. 

ssepfes  techef  sobrete.  uor  ine  alle  ssep])es  /  hep  god 
yzet  ri3te  mesure  /  ase  zayf  Salomon  ine  pe  holy  writ- 
inge.      Sobrete   ne   is  ober  bing  psinne   to  loki   ri3te  Sobriety  is  a  mean 

between  too  much 

mesure.  pet  alneway  halt  fane  middel  ine  to  moche :  and  too  uttie. 
and  to  lite,  be  fan  f et  scele  a-li3t  be  grace  tekf .     Vor 
ine   fise  timliche  guodes  /  f et  /  f et  is  to  moche  to 
onen :  is  to  lite  to  anof  ren  /  and  f  et  /  f  et  is  to  moche 
to  ane  poure  mawne :  to  ane  riche  mayzne  hit  were  ofte- 


"  be  well  ordained 
to  God," 
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zijjes  to  lite.     Ac  sobrete  and  temperance  /  zet  ouer-al 
EveninfastingB,    mesurc.  Alsuo  ine  i'ostliche  fjuodes  :  ase  me  uestiii»es  / 

watchinRs,  &c..  too  o       / 

sobriety  must  be    ine  wukiinges  /  ine  dissiplines  /  and  ine  ojjre  dedes  of 

exercised.  •  i  -,  ■, 

Uirtue  /  J)et    oye])    y-do  nor  god  /  an  uor  note  ot  fc 

zaule :    zet  mesure.  zuyche  ase  scele  acsej).     pa  uiftua 

The  virtue  of        of  tempe/unce  and  of  sobrete.    be  like  mVtues    lokej) 

temperance  must 

be  observed  in  all   mesuTC   sceluoUe.    na^t   onlepiUche   ine  mete  and  ine 

drinke :  ac  in  alle  u//'tues.  ase  zay[]j]  saynt  bernard. 

for  it  moderates     ^^^  j^isc  uzHue  zct  alle  \)e  Jjo^tes.  alle  jje  willes.   alle  fe 

wnranHeslres   stcriynges  of  J?e  herte.  and  aUe  ]>e  wyttes  of  fe  bodye  / 

of  the  body.         outnime  J)e  Ihordssip  of  ri3te  scele.  ase  zay])  tullius  J?e 

wyse.  zuo  Jjet  a  li^te  scele  be  fe  yefjje  of  wysdomc  / 

halt  ine  pese  fe  Ihordssip  of  jje  herte  /  and  of  Jje  bodie. 

The  end  of  au       and   fet   is    fc    cnde    and   fe    onderstondinge  of  alle 

heart  and  body  ^^  uiVtues  ])et  ])G  herte  and  fet  body  by  wel  y-ordayned  to 

god.  zuo  J? et  god  onlepiliche  by  he3  Ihord.  ine  zuyche 

manere  jjet  al  by  ine  his  bo3saninesse  al  fet  he  he]?  ine 

jje   regne  of  bodye  and   of  pe  zaule.  and  fet  makef 

sobre  loue  of  god.  ]?et  zet  of  al  /  fe  herte  in-to  J?e  wille 

of  god.      j)anne  zaynt  austin  zayj>.    Jjet  )je   UM*tue  of 

tennperaiice  and  of  sobrete  /  is  alone  J?et  is  yloked  to 

and  be  withdrawn  god    y-hollyche   wyf-oute   corrupciou.     and    ous  wyf- 

this  world.  dra^f  uram  J?e  loue  of  hier  benefe.  fet  is  fe  loue  of 

[Foi.  78.  a.]       j)ise  wordle  /  fet  trouble]?  ]?e  herte  of  man  /  and  hise 

zet  ine  zor^e.   and  him  benimj?  ri^tuolle  knaulechinge  of 

god  /  and  of  hiw-zelue.     Alsuo  ase  me  ne  zi^]?  na^t 

The  love  of  God     bri3tliche  ine  ]?e  wetere  ystered.     Ac  pe  loue  of  god/ 

peace.  J'st  is  wel  y-clcnsed  of  alle  er]?liche  loue  /  and  of  alle 

ulessliche  willes  zet  ]?e  herte  ine  pais.     Vor  hi  him  de]? 

and  zet  ine  his  03ene  stede.  ]?et  is  ine  gode.  per  he  him 

reste]?.  ]?er  he  is  in  pais,  ne  ne  he]?  blisse  /  ne  reste : 

Our  Lord  saith,      ^^^^  1P^^-     )5a?2ne  zay]?  oure  Ihord  ine  his  spelle.   *  ]?ou 

"Thou  Shalt  be  m  gg^^^  "by  ine  trcmavl  ine  bise  wordle.  ac  ine  me  bou 

travail  in  this  ^  j  r  r 

world,  but  in  me    ggelt  vinde  restc.'     And  saynt  austin  zede.     ^Lhord: 

shalt  thou  find 

rest."  min  herte  ne  may  by  ine  pais :    alhuet  hi  restej)   ine 

\ie.'     \)Q  ilke  loue  ne  wext  na3t  of  er]?e  /  ne  of  mares. 
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Of  jjise  wordle.     Ac  hy  comjj  doun  of  pQ  Yie-^e  roche  This  love  cometh 

down  from  the 

nueroppe   ni   ys   yzet   and   y-mad    fe    greate    cite    of  high  rock  (Jesua 

Christ) 

paradis  /  and  fe  cite  of  holi  cherche.  pet  is  lesu 
enst  /  ope  huam  bye])  y-set  and  ymad  uestliche  be 
guode  bileaue.  fe  stronge  casteles.  pet  bye]?  fe  herten 
ofguodemen.     Of  Jjo  lie^e  roche  com])  doun  pe  welle  of  this  rock 

rti  •!,,■•  1  1  1  ,1  p,        Cometh  the  well 

01  lone  me  lierte  pet  is  wei  y-clenzed  uor  pe  lone  ol  pe  of  love  into  the 

wordle.     j)e  ilke  welle  is  zuo  clier  and  zuo  y-zendred  / 

fet  fe  herte  hire  y-knau])  /  and  j-zi^]>  hire  zelue  and 

hire  makiere.  alsuo  ase  me  yzi3f»  ine  ane  uayre  welle 

wel  jzendred.    ope  po  welle  fe  herte   reste])  efter  fe  By  that  weii  the 

trauayl  of  guode  workes  /  ase  we  redej>  of  lesu  crist  after  its  labour  of 

cure  Ihord.     ])et  fo  he  hedde  zuo  moche  y-guo  pet  he  ^'^^ 

wes  al  weri  /  he  Imn  zette  and  restede  ope  pe  welle.  j)e 

ilke  welle  boue  fet  guode  herte  /  he  fet  him  wille 

ber^e  /  hiyn  reste])  is  pe  loue  of  god.     j)e  ilke  welle  is  This  well  is  sweet 

1  -I      o  1  1  -n  f>  and  delicious. 

ZUO  zuete  and  oi  zuo  guod  smac  :  pet  pe  like  fiet  feroi 
dring])  /  uoryet  alle  opre  zuetnesses  and  ofre  smakkes. 
])G  ilke  welle  ne  uel]?  na^t  ])ane  fauc  ne  pe  eipe  /  ne  it  is  pure  and  uu- 

.  Ti      I         -I  1        •  1    defiled, 

])ane  merss  of  ]>ise  wordle  /  and  feruore  hy  is  zuete  and 

of  guod  smac  to  drinke.  uor  ase  moche  ase  be  welle  and  wholesome  to 

°  .     .  -^  drink. 

yuel])  lesse  of  pe  erpe :  zuo  moche  hi  is  po  holer  and 

be  betere  of  to  drinke.     het  is  be  welle  of  wytte  and  of  i*  ^^  *'^®  ^^'^^  of 

^  .  .  wit  and  of 

wysdome.  uor  pe  ilke  fet  ferof  dring])  /  he  knaii])  wyt  wisdom, 

and  whoso 

and  wysdom  and  vel]?  /  and  smackef  pe  greate  zuet-  drinketh  thereof 

....  ,/  i,,',i  i  ir»  knoweth  wit  and 

nesse  pet  is  me  god  /  and  pet  is  pe   lie3este  "wyt  ol  wisdom. 
man :  wel  to  knawe  his  sseppere  /  and  him  louie  mid 
al  his  herte.      Yor  wyfoute  ])ise  filosofie  /  alle  ofre 
wyttes  ys  folye. 

Zuych  w;y't  zet  pe  holy  gost  ine  herte  /  panne  he  such  wit  the  ■ 

.  Holy  Ghost 

him  jeip  ])ane  yefjje  of  wisdom  /  ]>et  is  herte  of  gost-  giveth, 

liche  blisse  /  and  liire  adraynkf    /  and  make])   him 

dronke  of  holy  loue.     Huet  wyt  is  ])et  /  ])et  pe  holy 

gost  zet  in-to  pe  herte  wel  y-clenzed :    pet  ich  habbe  and  setteth  it  in 

the  heai-t, 

hier  be-uore  y-ssewed  /  huer  ])et  is  spek  of  pe  \vyttes  of 
pe  zaule  /  ate  ginninge  of  pe  dra^fe  of  mVtue.   and  per- 
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to  make  it  sober, 
meek,  and  patient. 


None  may  live  in 
this  world  with- 
out "  Boine 
fighting  of  tempt- 
ation." 


[Fol.  79.  a.] 


The  good  heart, 
when  it  hath 
well  fought, 

returns  to  itself 
and  resteth  in 
God. 


uore  ich  paci  Jje  ssortlaker.  ])et  gostliclie  wyt  fet  comjj 
of  stedeucst  luue  of  god.  luakc])  fe  herte  sobre  /  and 
zofte  /  and  alle  finges  a-mesuref  /  zuo  fet  ])e  herte  fet 
is  ine  zuich  stat  is  ine  payse  /  ase  lii  may  "by  ine  ))ise 
dyadliche  Hue.  Yor  ine  Jjise  wordle  /  non  ne  may 
libbe  wyJ)-oiite  torment  /  and  wyjj-oute  zome  vi3ting6 
of  te?wptacion.  pet  god  zent  ofte  uor  to  uondi  his 
kny^tes.  and  uor  Jjan  ])et  hi  conne  usy  of  armes  of 
u/ytue.  uor  oferlaker  hi  ne  mo3e  by  guode  kny^tes. 
}pa?me  me  coujje  maky  J?e  tornoymens  ine  time  of  pays. 
Ac  huawne  fe  guode  kny^t  het  ouercome  fet  tornoy- 
mewt :  he  went  ayen  to  his  house,  fer  he  him  restej) 
al  in  eyse.  Alsuo  dejj  J?e  guode  herte  huawne  hi  he]? 
wel  yuo3te  and  he])  ouercome  Jjet  tornenoymewt  of 
uondiTzges :  ha  comf  ayen  to  him-zelue  /  and  him 
restej?  ine  god.  })et  him  co^zfortef  efter  ]?e  trauayl  /  zuo 
Jjet  he  jjer  uoryet  al  his  trauayl.  and  ne  fengjj  bote  of 
god.  huer  he  uint  al  f et  he  wilnef.  })et  is  jjet  frut  fet 
J?e  traw  of  sobrete  berf  /  fet  comJj  of  pe  yeffe  of  wys- 
dom  /  ase  ich  habbe  aboue  yzed. 


Of  the  steps  of 
sobriety. 


Moderation  shall 
be  observed  in 
five  things. 


1 .  Set  bounds  to 
the  understanding 
and  to  belief. 

Those  overstep 
moderation  who 
are  unbelievers, 

[» misbylefinde  ?'] 

and  measure  be- 
lief by  their  un- 
derstandings. 


Of  ))e  stapes  of  sobrete. 

Ase  ich  habbe  aboue  yssewed  /  sobrete  ne  is  ojjer 
fing  /  bote  to  loky  ri3te  mesure  ine  alle  fi^zges.  Ac 
specialliche  :  ine  vyf  finges  me  ssel  loki  mesure.  J5et 
byef  alsuo  ase  zeue  stapes  huerby  wext  and  profitejj  pet 
traw  of  sobrete. 

]pe  uerste  stape  of  sob7*ete  is  /  J»et  me  zette  mesure  in 
his  onderstondinge.  spacialHche  to  ])e  articles  and  to  pe 
poyns  of  pe  beleaue.  )pe  ilke  ouerge]?  mesure  /  pet  wyle 
zeche  kendelich  skele  /  ine  pan  pet  is  aboue  onderstond- 
inge /  ase  dop  pe  bougres  /  and  pe  misbylefde.^  pet 
wyllep  mesuri  pe  beleaue  be  hare  onderstondinge.  ac  hi 
ssolden  mesuri  hire  onderstondinge  and  hare  skele  to  pe 
mesure  of  pe  beleaue  /  pet  god  ous  hep  y-yeue.  And 
Salomon  zayde  to  his  zone.    '  Yayre  zone  /  do  in-to  pine 
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wytte  mesure.'    j^et  is  to  zigge  /  jjet  jjon  ne  bi  na^t  /  of  ManshoiUdnot 

,  ...  .be  overweening 

zuo  o^ene  wytte  /  ne  na^t  zuo  ypi^t  m  fine  ouerweninge  :  and  seif-confi- 

))et  ])0U  ne  flechclii  /  nor  to  leue  to  gnod  red.  and  jjet 

]jon  ne  lete  fin  o^ene  wyt  /  nor  to  bou^e  to  fe  ^v'yser 

J»a?2ne  fon.    And  specialliche  to  jje  articles  of  fe  beleaue 

me  ssel  lete  his  o^ene  wyt  /  and  his   onderstondinge  He  should  set  ins 

understanding  in 

flechchi  /  and  zette  ine  freldom  of  Ipe  beleane  /  ase  zayj?  thraldom  to  belief, 
zayte  panl.  na^t  nor  to  apeluchier  ne  zeche  kendelich 
scele.  huer  he  non  ne  hef  /  ase  dof  fe  bysye  /  ofer  fe 
malancolien  /  Jjet  bye  J?  ylich  fan  fet  zek^  ^  J»e  crammeles 
ine  f e  rnssoles.  of er  fan  f et  zekf  f et  nel  ine  f e  aye  / 
of er  fane  knotte  ine  f e  resse. 

be  ober  stape  is  /  bet  me  zette  mesure  ine  be  loste  2.  set  measure  in 

.  .     .  .  the  lust  and  the 

and  mid  f  e  likinge  of  f  e  wille  /  f  et  me  ne  him  ne  aslaky  pleasure  of  the 

na3t  to  moche  fane  bridel  to  yerne  to  lostes  of  f e  ulesse  / 

ne  to  f  e  conaytise  of  f  ise  wordle.     panne  f  e  wyse  zayf 

ine  f  e  writ[i]nge.  '  JSTe  nol^e  na^t  he  zayf  f  e  couaitises  ne  foUow  not  the 

f  e  wylninges  of  fine  herte  /  and  f  e  miswende  to  do  f  i  thine  heart. 

wyl  /  f  et  f  ou  hit  ne  uoluelle  na^t.  and  yeld  guod  skele. 

uor  yef  f on  dest  to  fine  herte  his  wyl :  f ou  makest 

blisse  to  fine  vyendes  /  fet  byef  fe  dyeulen  of  helle.' 

uor  alsuo  ase  f e  ilke  fet  makef  blisse  to  his  no  /  ayens 

huam  he  ssel  ui3te  /  hua/ine  he  him  yelt  to  him  ouer- 

come.     Yef  he  him  yelt  ouercome  to  f  e  dyeule  fet  him  Consent  not  to 

coTzsentef  to  his  euele  wylninges.     |)eruore  zayf  zayte  tions. 

peter  f e  apostel.  *  ich  you  helsny  /  fet  ye  ase  oncouf e  / 

and  pilgWmes  /  you  loki  uram  wilninges.'     be  ilke  bet  Travellers  in  a 

.  .  ^         strange  country 

IS  pilgrm  and  ine  oncouf  e  contrc^ye  /  huer  byef  manye  are  watchful  for 

,  IT  ,     J  •  .1        .  /  1  ,  fear  of  thieves. 

fyeues  an  robberes  fet  aspief  fe  pilgnms  /  and  waytef       [Foi.  79.  b.] 

f e  wayes  :  ham  lokef  moche  /  fet  hi  ne  ualle  ine  f e 

honden  of  fyeues.  and  f engf  hou  he  may  guo  zikerliche. 

AUe  be  guode  men  ine  bise  wordle  byeb  oncoube  and  ^^  ^^^^  ™®"  ^^^ 

f      ^  *  'J    T  r  like  pilgrims. 

pilgnms.     Hi  byef  oncouf  e  /  uor  hi  byef  oute  of  hare 
contraye.  fet  is  paradys.  fet  is  f  e  contraye  /  and  heritage 
to  guode  men.     Hi  ne  byef   fenchinde   bote  uor  to  Their  heritage  is 
uoluelJ.e  hire  iornayes  /  al  huet  hi  comef  to  hare  eritage  /  ^^^^  ^^®" 

1  For  zek)?. 
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The  good  pil- 
griniH  ehotme 
good  BOficty, 


and  pur.-.ue  their 
journey  by  right 
belief  and  true 
love. 


They  have  no  fear 
of  thieves,  that  is, 
the  devil  and  his 
host. 


Belief  and  love  of 
God  lead  them 
aright. 


The  heart  is  like 
a  bird, 


and  is  liable  to  fly 
into  the  snare. 


Control  thy  will, 

as  one  doth  the 
horse  with  a 
bridle. 


Sobriety  is  the 
bridle. 


Observe  modera- 
tion in  words. 


|jct  is  pa  cite  of  pamilis  /  jjut  |je  guodu  pilg/Zms  zciche]).  ase 
zayj?  zaynto  paiil.  ])etiie  hahbe]?  /  lie  nolle]?  habbe  Jje  eri- 
tage  hior  in  J)ise  wordle.  Zuyche  pilg?7ins  pat  willej)  guo 
zikerliche  :  hi  dojj  ham  ofte  ine  guode  uela3rede  /  and 
ine  zikere  guoinge.  })e  guode  uela3rede  pot  let  zikerliche 
and  guo])  ri^tuolliche  /  is  byleaue  /  and  loue.  beleaue  / 
let  })ane  way  to  pilgnmes.  ac  loue  his  berf.  zuo  pet  pe 
way  Imm  grenep  lite  /  ojjer  na3t.  Huo  fet  hef  zuyche 
uela^rede  :  he  ne  he]?  of  ]?yues  none  drede  J?et  wayte]?  J?e 
wayes.  ])et  bye]?  dyeulen  ])et  nime]?  and  robbe]?  alia 
J?o  /  ]?et  none  zuiche  uela^rede  ne  habbe]?.  pet  bye]?  ]?o 
]?et  wylle]?  do  hyere  /  hyre  lostes  :  ]?et  ham  do]?  in-to  pe 
honden  /  and  in-to  pe  gn'nes  of  J?e  dyeule.  Beleaue  / 
and  loue  of  god.  of-halt  J?e  herte  /  and  his  wy]?dra3t 
uram  queade  fortes  /  and  uram  fole  •  lostes  /  J?et  he  ne 
consenti.  Alsuo  ase  me  ofhalt  ]?ane  uo3el  be  pe  ges  / 
pet  he  ne  vly  to  his  w^^lle.  ])e  herte  is  ase  is  J?e  uo3el 
J?et  wolde  vly  to  his  wylle  /  and  bote  liy  by  ofhealde  / 
be  J?e  ges  of  beleaue  /  and  of  loue  /  hy  uly3]?  perilous- 
liche  /  zuo  ]?et  hy  hyre  spil]?  /  and  ual]?  ofte  into  pe 
grines  /  of  pe  uo3elere  of  helle.  ]?et  is  pe  dyeuel  /  ]?et  ne 
■vvylne]?  /  bote  to  nime  J?ane  uo3el.  jperuore  J?e  guode 
man  and  J?e  wyse  /  wypdia-^ep  hare  wyl  /  and  hare 
lostes  /  and  hare  ]?03tes.  be  te??iperance  and  be  sobrete 
Huerof  senekes  zay]?.  ^  yef  ]?ou  louest  to  bi  sobre  /  and 
ate??2pre  :  wyjjscore  /  and  wy]?dra3  pine  willes  /  and-zete 
ane  brydel  to  J»ine  couaytises.'  Vor  alsuo  ase  me  wjp- 
halt  ]?et  hors  by  pe  bridle  ]?et  hit  ne  guo  na3t  to  his 
wille  :  alsLio  me  ssel  ofhyealde  pe  herte  be  pe  briddle  of 
sobrete  /  ]?et  hy  ne  yeue  hire  na3t  /  to  pe  wille  ne  to  J?e 
couaytise  of  ]?ise  wordle. 

pe  ]?ridde  stape  of  sobrete  is  /  zette  and  loki  mesure 
ine  wordes.  Huerof  Salomon  zay]?.  pet  '  pe  wyse  /  and 
pe  wel  yto3te  /  tem^iep  /  and  mesure]?  his  wordes.'  And 
saynt  lerome   zay]?.    ]?et  *mid   ueawe  wordes   /   is  y- 

1  MB.folo 
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proiied  maTines  lyf.'     jjet  is  to  zigge.  by  ])e  wordes  me  By  words  may 

may  ykmiwe  pe  folyes  /  and  J?e  wyttes  of  men.     Yor  wisdom  of  man  be 

ase  me  knaujj  |?et  ziiin  be  J)e  tonge  /  yef  hit  ys  hoi. 

o]?er  aboue  y-zawe.   and  Jjeruore  zay]?  j^e  wyse  ine  j?e 

writinge.  ]?et  '  jje  wordes  of  jje  wyse  bye]?  y-we3e  ine  J»e 

waye.'     })et  is  to  zigge  /  Jjet  ]?e  wyse  ssel  zuo  we3e  jje  weigh  thy  word 

J.  r^iiiPT  •  ^"  ^^^  balance  of 

wordes  me  jje  waye  of  skele  and  of  discrecion  Jjet  jjer  ne  discretion. 

by  najt  to  wyf-nymene.   Zome  uolk  bye]?  /  fet  ne  mo3e 

ha?7^  najt  hyalde  stilie  /  ne  na^t  ham  loki  /  Ipet  hi  ne  zigge  / 

by  hit  zo])  by  hit  leazinge.     ])et  byej)  ase  fe  melle  wyjj- 

oute  scluse.  jjet  alne-way  went  be  pe  yernynge  of  Ipe 

wetere.     Yor  hi  habbejj  ase  uele  wordes  /  ase  fer  com]? 

of  weter  to  jje  melle.     Ac  pe  wise  zette])  J)e  scluse  of  The  wise  setteth 

discrecion  /  uor  to  of  healde  jjet  weter  of  fole  wordes.   cretion  to  keep 

and  to  uele.  pet  hi  ne  guo  be  fe  melle  of  fe  tonge.  )?er-  fooiish  words!'^ " 

uore  zayjj   J?e  wyse  ine  jje  writinge.     'Yzi^  fet  weter      [Foi.so.a.] 

yerne.'     ])et  is  to  zigge  :  hald  fine  wordes  ine  fe  scluse 

of  discrecion.  uor  ase  zayj?  Salomon.     *  Huo  Jjet  let  guo 

Jjet  weter  to  his  wille :  he  is  ofte  cause  of  strif  /  and  of 

chidinge  /  and  of  manie  kuedes  /  pet  comef  of  kueade  Manyeviiscomeof 

tonge.'  ase  ich  habbe  be-uore  yzed  /  ine  pe  chapitele  of 

uices.  huer  ich  spek  of  pe  ze?me  of  pe  tonge.     j^eruore 

zay])  wel  pe  wyse  ine  pe  writinge.   *  do '  znjp  he  '  /  fine 

wordes  ine  waye  /  and  guod  bridel  ine  bine  moube.  and  Take  heed  that 

J      I  ^  r  r  thou  faU  not  by 

nim  hede  fet  fou  ne  ualle  be  fine  tonge  be-uore  fine  thy  tongue. 
uo  :  f  et  f  e  asspief .'    An-of  er  zayf .    '  Do  to  fine  mouf  e  /  Put  a  door  and 
a  dore  and  a  loc.  and  to  fine  wordes :  a  waye  and   a  mouth, 
yok.'   Huo  f  et  ne  we3f  his  wordes  ine  f  e  waye  of  discre- 
cion. and  ne  ofhalt  na^t  his  tonge  by  f  e  bridle  of  skele. 
f  et  ssel  of  hyealde  f  e  tonge  of  kueade  wordes.   he  ualf  He  who  does  not 
li3tliche  ine  f  e  honden  of  his  uon.  f  et  byef  f  e  dyeulen  /  win  fail  into  the 
f et  oueral  ous  aspief  /  and  waytef .     Hua?ine  f e  von  /  thedevn.  ^^  "^' 
f et  vi3tef  aye  fane  castel  /  yef  hi  vyndef  f e  gate  oppe  : 
hi  guof  in  li3tliche.  alsuo  f e  dyeuel  f et  ui3t  wyf  fane 
castel  of  f  e  herte  /  hua?^ne  he  uint  f  e  gate  oppe  /  f  et  The  mouth  is  the 
is  f e  mouf  /  he  nimf  li3tliche  fane  castel.  And  f eruore  ^^  ^  ^ 
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nE  CAREFUL  OF  WHAT  THOU  HEAREST. 


Reason  hns  the 
cure  of  the  mouth. 


Weigh  well  thy 
words  ere  they  be 
spoken. 


Be  not  afraid  to 
speak  the  truth, 


and  speak  not 
falsely  to  please 
any  one. 


Be  careful  of  what 
thou  hearest. 


If  thou  hearest 
with  pleasure 
evil  of  another, 
thou  art  privy  to 
the  sin  of  the 
slanderer. 


Great  men  should 
consider  well  what 
they  hear. 

Flatterers  and 
liars  are  plentiful, 

but  few  are  truth- 
ful. 

[Fol.  80.  b.] 


Great  men  have 
great  need  of 
those  who 
fearlessly  speak 
the  truth. 


zaydu  (hiuij?  iiit;  jje  sautere.  *  Ich  sett(*  guode  loking(3  to 
fe  inoiijje  aye  iniiio  yuo '  /  J>et  is  J)e  dyeuel.  \)(i  lokinge 
of  ])e  moiiJ)(i  /  J)et  is  skele  and  discrecion.  fet  examenej) 
Jye  wordes  /  erjjan  hi  guo  out  ate  mojje.  ))is  is  \>e  vi3t 
huerof  fe  wyse  spekj)  ase  ich  liabbe  a>)Oue  yzed  /  huer 
me  ssel  we^e  pet  word  er  hit  by  yzed.  And  J)OU  sselt 
y^vyte  /  Jjet  zoJ)nesse  halt  ))ise  ri^tuoUe  waye.  Vor 
zofnesse  acordef  J?e  onderstondinge  of  Jje  herte :  and 
J)et  word  of  ]?e  moiijje  /  as  hit  is  ine  fe  herte.  \)is  waye 
ne  ssel  hongi  of  ))is  half  /  ne  of  yend  half  /  ari^thalf  ne 
alefthalf.  })et  uor  none  prme  loue  of  man  ne  of  wyf- 
man.  ne  uor  timlich  note,  ne  uor  hate  of  ojjren :  me 
ne  ssel  lete  to  zigge  zo]?  /  huer  Jjet  me  ssel  /  and  huawne 
hit  is  nyed.  ne  leazinges  /  ne  ualsnesse  /  me  ne  ssel 
zigge  uor  ne?2ne  man. 

Ase  me  ssel  loki  mesure  ine  wordes  :  alsuo  me  ssel 
loki  mesure  ine  hyerfe.  Yor  asewel  me  may  zene^y  ine 
kuede  hyerjje :  ase  ine  kueade  speche.  ])anne  Jje  ilke 
fet  yhyerf  blefeliche  missigge  ofren  :  ys  partiner  / 
and  uela^e  of  Jje  ze?zne  of  fan  fet  he  yherf.  ])et  non  ne 
wolde  zigge  blefeliche  kuead  of  ofren  /  nameliche  to- 
uore  greate  men  /  bote  yef  he  ne  wende  fet  hit  likede 
to  him  J?et  hit  hyerjj.  )?awne  an  hal3en  zayf.  fet  *non 
ne  ssolde  by  misziggere  :  bote  J?er  by  an  hyerere.'  ))er- 
uore  Salomon  zayf.  *  fe  nor])ene  wynd  /  to-frau]?  fe 
raynes  /  and  jje  lourinde  chiere :  fe  wordes  of  fe 
missiggere.'  ])ise  greate  men  hi  ssolden  wel  ham  loki  /  fet 
hi  hierejj  /  and  f et  hi  leuej?.  Jjet  hi  ^andejj  veawe  /  fet 
zo]7  ham  zigge.  Ac  ulatours  /  and  lye^eres  /  bye]?  to 
g7-at  cheap  ine  hare  cort.  ])e  meste  dier]?e  pet  is  aboute 
ham  /  is  of  zofnesse  /  an  of  trewjje.  and  feruore  hi  bye]) 
ofte  y-giled.  ])et  hi  yheref  blejjeliche  /  and  y-leuef 
li3tliche  pet  me  ham  zayf  and  ])et  ham  like]).  Senekes 
zay]).  fet  per  ne  lackef  to  greate  Ihordes :  bote  zof 
ziggeres.  Yor  hi  habbej)  lye3eres  /  and  vlatours :  to 
greate  cheape.  and  veawe  zo])  ziggeres.     Me  ssel  habbe 
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])&  earen  opene  /  nor  to  hycre  blejjeliclic  /  ]?e  giiode 

wordes  /  bet  byeb  worb  to  be  help  of  zaule.   and  y-sset :  ^'^"^  *^y  ^^'"^  *^ 

to  fole  wordes  /  ydele  /  and  queade.  )?et  mo3e  do  harm  : 

and  ne  mo^e  do  guod.     ])eruore  ])e  wyse  zay]3  ine  ])e 

writi7?ge.     '  Stoppe  ]}ine  earen  mid  jjornes.  and  ne  hyer  ^*°^  *^^°"^  ^^'^^^^ 

na^t  Jje  queade  tongen.'  ]?e  queade  tonge :  is  tonge  of 

eddre  of  helle  /  ])et  j^e  misziggeres  here]?,  and  enuenimej) 

f  0  f  et  his  y-herejj.     Aye  zuyche  tongen  me  ssel  stoppi 

be  yeren  mid  bornes  /  mid  be  drede  of  oure  lorde  /  that  is,  with  the 

.  .  fear  of  the  Lord. 

ojjer  mid  ])e  jjornes  huermide  god  wes  y-coroimed  /  uor 
bebenchinoje  of  his  passion  :  Vor  huo  bet  heb  drede  of  ^O''  ^^^^<^  that 

i  ^  ^^  r  r  feareth  God  will 

god  /  and  bej^enchinge  of  his  passion :  he  nokle  na3t  not  listen  to  iiars 

-,,,.,  -  ..  in  I  r-  1      ^^'1  flatterers. 

blepeiiche  y-hyere  ]?e  misziggeres  /  ne  liatours  /  ne  loie 
wordes  /  ne  lodliche.     In  ano]?re  manere  me  may  on- 
derstonde  ]?is  word.      '  Stoppe  ]}ine  yeren  mid  fornes.' 
])Q  fornes  jjet  prikief  /  be-tokne])    harde  wordes  and 
prekiinde  /  heruore  me  ssel  wyjjnime  J?e  missiggeres  / 
and  maid  his  stille  and  ssewy  semblont  j^et  me  ne  hier]) 
his  na^t  blejjeliche.     ])qx  is  an  eddre  fet  is  y-hote  ine  The  asp  cioseth 
latin  /  aspis.  j^et  is  of  zuiche  kende  /  ]?et  hi  stoppe]?  ]jet  andXe  olher'''*^ 
on  eare  mid  erfe  /  and  jjet  o])er  mid  hare  tayle  /  Jjet  hi  ""^^^l^  ^^^  ^,^„^ 
ne  yhere  jjane  charmere.     ])q  ilke  eddre  ous  tek]j  a  wel  ^^^^  ^^^  charmer 
grat  wyt  /  fet  we  ne  hyere  na^t  jjane  charmere  /  fet  is  ^he  Uar  and 
fe  lye3ere  /  and  ])e  flatour.  ])et  ofte  be-charmef  Jje  riche  c^^armtVthat  one 
men.     Ac  huo  ])et  stoppef  jjet  on  eare  mid  erf  e  /  and  ^^^t  beware  of. 

He  who  stops  his 

]jet  o]?er  mid  \q  tayle :  he  ne  ssolde  habbe  none  hede  to  ears  win  not  be 

bi  be-charmed  of   J)e  dyeule  /  ne  of   kueade  tongen.  flattTrJ; 

\)Q  ilke  stoppe]?  ])et  on  eare  mid  er])e :  ]?et  ]?engjj  ]?et  he  and  win  think  of 

is  of  er])e  /  and  to  er]je  ssel  come,    and  zuo  ]?enche  his  whence  he  came, 

uoulhede  and  his  ziknesse.  hueruore  he  him  ssel  moche 

mildi :  and  na^t  him  praysy.     )?et  of)er  eare  stoppi  mid 

Jje  tayle  /  uor  to  be]3enche  of  Jje  dya})e  /  ])et  him  ssel  and  of  death  that 

wel  astonie.      Huo  ]7et  ])us   coufe  stoppi  his  earen :  *  He  v?hrthinketh' 

he  nolde  yhyere  ble]7eliche  zigge  /  ne  recordi  ])ing :  fet  ^^\^^^^  liltefAo 

ssolde  misliki  god.  and  zuo  ssolde  he  by  wel  ytempred  /  ^^rds  displeasing 

'  MS.  eraren 
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THE   FIFTH    STEP    OF    SOBRIETY. 


Mcxleratiou  in 
clothing  is  tlie 
fifth  Ktep  ot° 
Sobriety. 
£xceH8  is  a  sin, 


wherefore  we 
should  not  be  over 
busy  in  adorning 
ourselves. 


He  18  a  fool  and 
childish  that  is 
proud  of  hid 
clothin<». 


The  wearing  of 
clothes  comes  of 
the  sin  of  our  first 
parents. 

[Fol.  81,  a.] 


Under  fiiir  robes 
there  is  often  a 
dead  soul. 

Nature  has 
adorned  the  pea- 
cock and  cock. 


Nature  has  given 
man  no  clothes  of 
which  to  be  proud. 


St,  Paul  says  that 
women  shall 
adorn  themselves 
with  propriety. 

Many  poor  might 
be  sustained  by 
the  number  of 
robes  that  one 
woman  wears  in  a 
year. 


and  amesiired  inc  liycrfe  and  ine  Ihestinge.     And  )?is 
is  J)e  uer]je  stajjo  of  sobrete. 

\)e  uifte  staj^e  is  /  to  loki  mesure  of  ssredinge  of 
prdciouse  robes  /  huerof  nie  i)asoJ)  moche  raesure  /  and 
make))  moche  ouerdoinges.  and  feruore  fet  ouerdede  is 
grat  zarme  /  and  uelezife  anchesoun  to  zene  ine  o))ren. 
J)eruore  me  ssel  ine  zuycbe  jjinges  loky  mesiire.     Yor 
bit  is  to  moche  of  pr/s  and  to  moche  bysy  agrayfinge 
ne  were  zewne :  oure  Ihord  ne  spoke  na3t  zuo  stefliche 
ine  his  spelle  a-ye  J)e  queade  riche  /  fet  zuo  ofte  ham 
ssredej)  /  ase  of  to  zofte  bougeren  and  of  to  moche  of 
p?*is  pourpre.   0.  moche  is  he  fol  uorzofe  /  and  child  of 
wytte  /  J?et  of  his  ssredinge  is  proud.     Me  ssolde  him 
wel  hyealde  fol :  jjet  were  proud  to  here  fe  ssredinge. 
f  et  ne  ssolde  by  bote  a  tokiie.   and  a  bej?eiichinge  of  J?e 
ssame  of  his  uader  /  and  of  his  03ene.     Jpes  wone  of 
robes  nes  yuounde  /  bote  uor  fe  ze?2ne  of  oure  uerste 
uader  uor  to  wry  his  coninsion  /  and  oure.      Huawne 
nie  yzi3]j  bere  ane  byrie.  fet  is  tokne  fet  fer  is  wyfine 
a  dyad,    alsuo  hit  y-ualj)   ofte  /  ]?et   onder   fe   uayre 
robes :  is  J»e  zaule  dyad  be  zewne  /  and  nameliche  ine 
fan  fet  ham  gledyej?  /  and  j^rede]?.     Yef  fe  pokoc  hi??i 
prette  uor  his  uayre  tayle.  and  fe  coc  uor  his  korabe  / 
hit  ne  is  no  wonder  f  et  kende  hain  help  y-yeue  /  an 
do])  be  hare  kende.     Ac  man  ojjor  wyfman  /  Jjet  he]) 
■\vyt  and  skele  /  and  wot  wel  pet  kende  ne  he])  na3t  y- 
yeue  him  Jjet  ilke  ssroud  /  he  ne  ssel  hi??z  na3t  prede : 
of  fe  ssredinge  of  his  bodye.  ne  of  fe  quayntises  of  his 
heuede.  Jperuore  zay])  fe  wyse  ine  ])e  Avritinge.  *  ne  glede 
fe  na3t  ine  uayr  ssroud.'     And  zaynte  paul  fus  zay[))]. 
j)et  pe  wyfmen  hi  ssolle  haw  agrayfi :  mid  sobrete.  fet 
is  to  zigge  :  be  mesure  /  and  wy])-oute  ouerdoinge  /  be 
fe  stat  /  pet  pe  wyfman  acsef.     Vor  zofe  fet  ne  is  na3t 
wyf-oute  ouerdoinge.  jjet  on  wjimm.   ssel  habbe  uor 
hare  body  ine  one  yere  zuo  uele  payre  of  robes  /  and 
of  diuerse  maneres  /  huerof  manye  poure  mi3ten  by 
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sostened  of  pvai  pet  is  to  nioclie.     Ac  yet  eft  yef  lii  but  they  are  not 

given  to  the  poor, 

wereii  ate  ende  y-yeue  iior  godes  loue  to  pe  poure  :  yet  but  to  the  cii.iso- 
hit  were  zomjjing.  ac  hi  bye]?  ofte  y-yeue  to  rybaus  pat 
is  wel  grat  zenne.     j^eruore  me  ssel   loki  mesure  iiie 
zuyche  j^inge  be  Ipa  stat  pet  pe  persone  acsej?  ase  ich. 
habbe  aboue  y-zed. 

j)e  zixte  stape  of  tempe/*ance  and  of  sobrete  is  /  jjet  The  sixth  step  of 

Temperance  is 

cell  loki  guode  mesure  ine  bis  contenoiice  /  and  ine  bis  moderation  in 

beringe.     ))a?me  seneke  zayj?.     Yef  fou  art  sobre  and  -^akg  j^^e^  that 

ate^?^pred  /  iiim  fiou  hede    j^et    pe  steriynges  of  ]?ine  JiJ^„eheaft\*fnot 

berte  ne  of  j^ine  bodye  /  ne  by  uoule  ne  onwor|)i.     Vor  ^^^^  ^^"  ^'^^y- 
of  pe  discordance  of  pe  berte  :  com])  pe  discordance  of 

pe  bodie.     Zome  per  bye])  zuo  cKildhedi  /  and  of  zuo  some  are  so 

nice  manere  /  ]?et  bi  make]?  bam-zelue  to  by  hyeakle  cause  tiiemseives 

foles.     Hit  becom]3  wel  to  man  of  worssipe  /  and  pet  is  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  "^"" 

ine  grat  stat  /  fet  he  by  wel  ordine  /  and  amesured  ine  Look  that  thy 

alle  liis  dedes  /  and  in  alle  his  zigginges.  and  of  uayre  dered,  so  that  none 

contenonce  to-uore  alle  men  /  zuo  ])et   non  ne  mo3e  ^h '  Sam  ii?  ^^^ 
nime  of  hi?/i  kueade  uorbisne  /  ne  ]?et  he  ne  by  yhealde 
uor  fol  /  ne  uor  child.     Vor  ase  zayj)  a  grat  filosofe. 

*  child  of  elde.   child  of  wytte.   and  child  of  Jieawes  : 

byef  al  on.'     j)e  writinge  zayj)  Jjet  /  pet  child  of  an  ThecMidofan 

.  .  hundred  years 

hondred  year:  ssel  by  acorsed.     pet  is  to  zigge.   jjet  pe  shall  be  accursed, 
ilke  fet  hep  nolle  elde  /  and  leiiep  ase  a  child  :  ssel  by  andyetischifdish. 
acorsed  of  god.     panne  zaynte  paul  zayde  of  lii??z-zelue. 

*  ])o  ich  wes  child :  ich  dede  ase  a  child,  ich  J)03te  ase 
a  child,    ac  ze]3]?e  ich  com   to  elde  of  uol  man :  ich 

uoFrletl  alle  mine  childhedes.'      Vor  huo  bet  halt  aid  Hewhohoideth 

^         -■  ■*  an  old  man  a 

man  uor  child :   he  bine  halt  uor  fol.     And  ]?eruore  cwid  hoideth  wm 

a  fool. 

zayJ)  zaynte  paul.  *  I^e  by  na^t  child  of  wytte.  ac  ine 
queadnesse  by  lite.'  N^ou  is  hit  pSiJiiie  guod  jjing  and 
oneste.  p?'ofitable  /  and  worbssipuol  to  man  an  to  wyf-  ^^^'^^^  man  and 

-^  '  J        ±  1/         woman  shall  so 

man  /  and  nameliche  to  Q;r«t  uolk.  bet  hi  loki  sceluolle  ^vder  their  cou- 

'  _  /^  '  _  duet  that  it  be 

mesure  /  ine  berynge  /  ine  contenonce  /  and  ]}et  hi  by  decorous,  profit- 
able, and  honour- 

wel  ordyne  oueral.  and  be-uore  god  /  and  be-uore  j^e  able  before  God 
uolke.     And  p'\s,  is  jje  zixte  stape  of  phe  trawe. 

17  * 
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THE    8EVENTH   STEP    OF    BOUUIETY. 


Observe  moder- 
ation in  luuat  uikI 
drink. 


[Pol.  81.  b.] 

Load  not  the 
lieart  with  the 
Bins  of  j^hittony 
and  drunken- 
ness. 


Of  excess  in  meats 
and  drinks  see 
the  oliapter 
where  the  sin  of 
gluttony  is  treated 
of. 


Moderation  is  to 
be  found  in  all 
virtues. 


It  is  a  fair  tree, 
and  its  fruit  is 
peace  of  heart. 

He  who  hath  this 
virtue  is  joined  to 
God  by  charity, 
and  is  separated 
from  the  world's 
love, 

and  so  he  resteth 
in  God  and  hath 
comfort  and  bliss. 


Such  bliss  setteth 
the  Holy  Ghost  in 
the  heart  that  is 
perfected  by  the 
virtue  of  sobriety. 


|3o  zeuend  stape  is  /  to  loki  niesure  iiie  ineto  uud 
ine  diiiiko.  Vor  ouerdedo  of  mete  and  of  drinke  :  dcj) 
moclie  liarm  ino  bodie  and  ine  zaule.  a.se  ich  haljbe  be- 
uoro  yzed.  }3eruore  zayj)  oure  Ihord  ine  liis  spello 
*  Niinejj  ye  liede  /  fet  youre  herten  /  ne  by  ygreued  / 
lie  y-charged  of  glotounio  /  no  of  dronkehede.'  pat  is  to 
zigge  /  ]?et  )}0U  ne  do  ouerdoinge  of  mete  and  of  drinke. 
Sobrete  loke))  mesure  ine  mete  and  ine  drinke.  ]>et  me 
ne  niaki  ouerdoinge.  Of  pe  ouerdoinges  fet  me  wes  y- 
woned  to  do  ine  drinke  and  ine  mete  /  ich  habbe  yno3 
yspeke  ine  ]je  dra3]70  of  vices  hua/ine  ])et  ich  spek  of  fe 
zenne  of  glotunie  /  to  huam  ))is  u^rtuc  huerof  ich  habbo 
yspeke  /  zuo  is  contmrie  speciaUiche.  and  J^eriiore  ich 
nelle  na?imore  hyer  speke. 

Noil  hest  foil  y-herd  ])e  stapes  huerbi  fis  traw  wext 
and  notef.  and  yef  fou  wylt  y^vyte  pe  bo^es  of  fise 
trawe  :  yzi^  alle  ]je  ojjre  mVtues  /  fet  bye]?  y-contynent 
ine  ))is  boc.  and  pon  sselt  yiiinde  oueral  f  ise  u/rtii. 
Vor  ase  ich  habbe  yzed  aboiie  /  and  y-ssewed.  ))is 
uxVtiie  let  mesure  in  alle  fe  uzVtues.  hueruore  ich 
zigge  /  fet  alle  fe  of  re  uw'tues  byef  bo3es  of  fise.  uor 
hy  hyre  ssewef  ine  alle  f  e  of  re  bo3es.  j)Qt  traw  berf 
wel  uayr  frut.  and  wel  smakinde.  f  et  is  pais  of  herte. 
ase  ich  habbe  aboue  yzed.  Yor  hiio  fet  hef  fise 
u/?-tue :  he  hef  f  e  herte  zuo  to-deld  uram  f  e  loue  of  f  e 
wordle  /  and  zuo  y-yoyned  to  god  be  charite.  fet  is 
charite :  loue  of  god.  Vor  hi  zet  alle  of  re  f  inges  ine 
uoryetinge  fet  ne  byef  na3t  ydy3t  to  god.  And  ine 
zuyclie  many  re  f  e  herte  him  restef  ine  god.  huer  hi 
hef  al  hire  confort.  hire  blisse  /  and  liire  lost,  fet 
pasef  alle  of  re  lostes.  Zuych  comfort  /  zuych  lost  /  set 
f e  holy  gost  ine  herte  fet  is  uolmad  ine  f e  uzVtue  of 
sobrete  /  fet  comf  of  f e  yeff e  of  wysdome  /  ase  ich 
habbe  aboue  yzed.  Vorzof e  he  fet  zuich  pays  of  herte 
mi^te  habbe  /  and  yuele  :  he  ssolde  hi??^  resti  ine  god  / 
fet  is  f e  ende  /  and  f e  uoluellinge  /  and  f e  so?/ime  of 
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his  wylni^^ges.  he  ssolde  bi  y-blissed  ine  ])ise  wordle  / 

and  ine  be  obre.  uor  he  ssolde  habhe  y-wonne   be  ilke  The  peaceable  are 

I         i  <j  t  blessed  and  are 

bhssinge  J}et  god  behat  ine  his  spelle  to  ham  j?et  ])ise  called  God's  sons. 

ilke  pais  lokede  wyf-oute  brekinge.  uor  he  zayjt  ]?et  hi 

bye])  ybhssed  jje  paysible.    uor  hi  ssolle  by  y-cleped 

godes  zones.    j)o  byej)  payzible  /  fet  zayjj  zaint  austin  /  Those  are  peace-] 

f et  alle  >e  steriinges  of  fe  herte  ordaynef  /  and  zette>  ^te'emotions  of ' 

onder  be  Ihordssipe  of  ri^te  scele  and  of  be  goste.     j;os  the  heart  by  the 

-'  _        lordship  of  reason. 

bye])  ari^t  y-cleped  children  /  uor  hi  beref  ])e  anlik- 
nesse  of  hire  uader  /  fet  is  fe  god  of  loue  and  of  pais, 
aze  zay])  zainte  paul.  and  ])a?me  pays  and  loue  of  god  /  Peace  and  the  love 

.  of  God  make  man 

is  fet  ])ing  ])et  mest  make])  man  anlikni  to  god.  and  fe  uke  God. 
co?z[t]rarie  to  ])e  dyeule  ])et  is  godes  uo.     Efterward  / 
hi  bye])  y-cleped  godes  zones,    uor  hi  uol^e])  al  hare 
uader  wel  nier  ])a?zne  eni  o])er.  uor  pays  /  and  loue  /  him 

TllG  pCclCGilblG 

uol3e])  more  nyer  :  ])a?2ne  eni  ofer  ui'rtue.     Efterward  /  are  called  God's 

,.,,,  ,  o  ^  •  1  1  '      1       sons  because  they 

hi  do])  ])e  workes  oi  hire  uader.  uor  god  ne  com  iii-to  do  God's  works, 
fise  wordle  /  bote  tomaki  pays  be-tuene  god  and  man.  the"voruuo"^^° 
be-tuene  man  and  anemic  be-tuernel  man  and  himzelue.  ^^\^  ^f ^''^  ^^^'^ 

^  L      J  God  and  man. 

))a?ine  ])o  he  wes  ybore  /  \q  angles  zonge  uor  fet  pays       [FoI.  82.  a  ] 

fet  god  hedde  y-br03t  in-to  er])e.    and  feruore  ])et  ])e 

uolk  ne  ssolde  zeche  bote  pays.     Jperuore  ])a?2ne  })et  hi 

bye])  godes  zones  /  hi  bye])  ybhssed  ine  ])ise  wordle  God's  sons  are 

.    ,  .  -^^        -K  -\'      •  11  11    blessed  in  this 

be  special  grace.  Ac  ])e  ilke  blissmge  ssei  by  uolmad  world  by  special 
huaTzne  hi  ssolle  by  ine  payzible  possession  of  fe  buuheir  biiss  is 
eritao;e  of  hire  uader  /  bet  is  of  be  riche  of  heuene  huer  perfected  in 

^  lit  heaven, 

hi  ssolle  by  ine  zikere  pays,  ine  pese  uoldo  /  huer  alle 
lostes  ssolle  by  uolueld.  huer  ne  may  by  no  kuead  / 
ne  zor^e  /  ne  aduersete  /  ne  defaute.    ac  abundance  /  where  is  no  sin, 

sorrow,  or  adver- 

and   plente  of  alle  guode.    blisse  and   ioye   wy])-oute  sity, 

ende.      |5et  ssel  by  pais    wor])ssipuol  /  lostuol  /  and  everlasting  peace. 

eurelestinde.     Pais  ])et  pase])  /  and  ouerge])  wyt.  ase 

zay])  zaynte  paul.     And  ze])])e  fet  hi  pasej)  alle  wyttes : 

hi  paseJ)  alle  wordes.     Vor  herte  non  ne  may  )jenche  /  ^^  ™teii'^  f  th^"^ 

ne  ma/mes  tonge  telle  :  huet  fing  is  j)et  pais  fet  god  s^atness  of  tws 

he])  behote  his  urendes.     And  ])eruore  ich  ne  ssolde  by 
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Wherefore  I  were   boto  a  AvlafToro  110  ziggc  Jjiiig  to  ))(i  uoUc.     Ainl  Jjcnioro 

a  mofker  to  .,  ,,  .  ,.  .,  .,,  ^•        • 

attempt  to  lie-       ich  nollc  iiou  iiiorc  ziggG.   ac   liier  ich  willo  enui  iniiie 
Bmboittotuo       jj^.^|.ij.^3      '1^^  p^  i^iiggg  ^£  ^^^j.^  ll^^^j.,!^  I  to  huain  by  alio 

wor]7ssipe.  |jot  ous  lete  wouio  iiio  liis  uela3recle  /  hiicr 
is  lif  eurelestinde. 


This  book  is  come 
to  an  eiul, 
ilay  God  hia  bliss 
us  bend  ! 

This  book  is 
■written  in  the 
Englisli  of  Kent 
for  lewd  men,  for 
fathers  and 
mothers,  &c., 
to  keep  tliem  from 
sin,  so  that  tlieir 
consciences  maybe 
imdefiled. 
Tlie  author's 
name  signifies 
'  Who  as  God,' 
and  may  God 
giveliim  the 
bread  of  angels 
and  receive  liis 
soul  when  dead. 
Amen. 


N.B.    This  book 
was  finished  in 
the  Eve  of  the 
Koly  Apostles 
Simon  and  Judas, 
by  a  brotlier  of 
the  cloister  of  St. 
Austin  of  Canter- 
bury, in  tlie  year 
of  our  Lord  1340. 

[pater  nosier.] 
Our  father  that 
ait  in  heaven,  &c. 


[aue  Maria  ] 
Hail  Mary  I 


[credo.] 


)?is  hoc  is  ycome  to  Jjc  endo  : 
Hcuene  blisse  god  ous  zende.    Amen. 

Kou  ich  wille  J>et  ye  ywyte  hou  hit  is  y-went : 
J)ot  fis  hoc  is  y-WTite  mid  engliss  of  kent. 
]5is  hoc  is  y-mad  nor  lowedo  men  / 
Vor  uader  /  and  uor  moder  /  and  uor  ofcr  ken  / 
ham  nor  to  her3e  uram  alio  manyere  zen  / 
j)Qt  ine  hare  in^vyttte  no  hlene  no  uoul  wen. 
*  Hno  ase  god  '  is  his  name  yzed  / 
f et  ))is  hoc  made  god  him  yeiie  fet  bread  / 
of  angles  of  heuene  and  ferto  his  red  / 
and  onderuonge  his  zaule  huanne  fet  ho  is  dyad. 
Amen. 

Ymende.  fet  fis  hoc  is  uolueld  ine  fe  ene  of  fe 
holy  apostles  Symon  an  Indas  /  of  ane  brofer  of  fc 
cloystre  of  sanynt  austiii  of  Canterberi  /  Ine  Jjo  yeare 
of  ourc  Ihordes  beringe.   1 340. 

Vader  oure  fet  art  ine  henenes  /  y-hal3ed  by  fi 
name,  cominde  fi  riche.  y-worjje  pi  wil  /  ase  ine 
heuene :  and  ine  erpe.  bread  oiu-e  echedayes :  yef  ous 
to  day.  and  uorlet  ous  oure  yeldinges  :  ase  and  we  uor- 
letejj  oure  yelderes.  and  ne  ous  led  na3t :  in-to  uond- 
inge.  ac  vri  ous  uram  queade.  zuo  by  hit. 

Hayl  Marie  /  of  fonke  uol.  Ihord  by  mid  fe.  y- 
blissed  ]jou  ine  Avymmen.  and  y-blissed  J^et  ouet  of 
Ipine  wombe.  zuo  by  hit. 

Ich  Icue  ine  god  /  uader  alnii^ti.  makere  of  heuene  / 
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and  of  erbe.      And  ine  iesu  cr/st  /  his  zone  on-lepi  /  i  bsUeve  in  God 

'  the  Father  Al- 

oure  Ihord.  J>8t  y-kend  is  /  of  ])e  holy  gost.  y-bore  of  mighty,  Maker  of 

Marie  Mayde.  y-pyned  onder  pouns  pilate.   y-nayled  a  andTnVesus'^^  ^' 

rode.   dyad,    and  be-bered.    yede  doun  to  helle.    ]?ane  ^^"^^»*°- 

pridde  day  a-ros  nrani  J^e    dyade.     Stea^  to  heuenes. 

zit  afe  ri^t  half  of  god  Jje  uader  al-nii^ti.    ]?annes  to 

comene  he  is  /  to  denie  be  quike  /  and  be  dyade.     Ich  i  believe  in  the 

'  r      ^  I  r         J  ^  Holy  Gliost,  &c. 

y-leue  ine  fe  holy  gost.  holy  cherche  generalliche. 
Me?^nesse  of  hal^en.  Lesnesse  of  ze«nes.  of  ulesse 
arizinge.  and  lyf  eurelestinde.  zuo  by  hyt.  j-p^i  gj  ^ .] 

Uor  to  sseawy  Ipe  lokynge  of  man  wjlp-inne.  f  eUyche  ^"^ tSneLe  / 

ane  uorbysne  /  oure  Ihord  ihesu  crist  zayb.   '  bis  norzobe  ^nd  drede :  and 

\  J  /         ^  J  jjyg  ^ende  /  into 

ywyte]?.    ])et  yef  j^e  uader  of  J)e  house  wyste  huyche  loueofgod.] 

Tf  tllP  TTitistGr  of 

time  f  e  pyef  were  comynde  :  uor-zojje  he  wolde  waky  /  the  house  knew  a 

and  nolde  na3t  folye  pet  me  dolue  his  hous.'     Ee  jjise  he^woTiirwat™" ^ 

uader  of  house  me  may  onderstonde  /  pe  wyl  of  skele.  ^^  °^^^^  ^"^ 

to   huam   be-lonojeb   moche   mayne.      bo^jtes.  and   his  The  Father  of  the 

^   ^  "^  '     ^  house  is  the  wiU 

besteriinge.  wyt.    and  dedes  /  ase  wel  wyp-oute :  ase  of  Reason,  that 

,      ,  ,  hath  many  at- 

wyjj-Hine.  jjet  is  to  zigge  /  huych  mayne  /  to  moche  tendants,  as 

slac  /  and  ^vylles  uol  ssel  by  :  bote  yef  f  e  ilke  uaderes  emotions'  sense, 

stefhede  hise  strayny  /  and  ordayny.     Vor  zo])e  yef  he  The'^'^ervants  win 

hym  a  lyte  of  his  bysyhede  wy]j-dra3]) :  huo  may  zigge  /  ^^  slothful  unless 

hou  bo2tes.  e^en.   earen.   tonge.  and  alle  obre  wyttes :  active. 

If  the  reason  is 

become]?    wylde.      Hous.    is   in  wyt  /  in   huychen   jje  idle,  the  thoughts, 
uader  of  house  wone]?.  ]}e  hord  of  uirtues  gaderep.    Vor  become  wiui. 

1  iiivi-n  1  1  1  11  /    The  House  is  the 

huych   hord  :   pet   like    zelue    hous    ne    by   y-dolue  /  i^^it^  or  spirit, 

hedyche  he  wakeb.   ber  ne  is  na^t  on  byef :  ac  uele.   ac  Thi^  ^^o^^^^  ^^ 

?  ^  r      >  ?  I  <J  undermmed  not 

to  eche  luVtue  :  ech  vice  wayteb.     ba:?les  he^lyche  by  }^  ^"^  ^'^^^^  ^^•^ 

J      r         f     ?  7  J  "^by  many 

be  byeue  :  is  onderstonde  be  dyeuel.  a-ye  huam  and  his  The  chief  thief  is 

'      ' -^  _  r        ^  'J  the  Devil,  the  rest 

kachereles  /  pe  ilke  zelue  uader  /  pa3les  yef  he  ne  Avere  are  his  catchpoies. 
najt  onlosti :  his  hous  mid  g?'eate  strengpe  wolde  loky. 

\)Q  uader  of  pe  house  /  ate  uerste  guoinge  in:  he  zette  The  Father  of  the 

sle3pe  /  to  by  doreward.  pet  y-knaup  huet  is  to  uorlete :  sieightc Prudence) 

and  huet  ys  to  Avylny.  huet  uor  to  bessette  out  of  pe  keeper. 

house,  huet  uor  to  onderuonge  into  pe  house.     Nixt  ^^^l^^^roppl 

ban :  ha  zette  stren^be.   bet  be  yyendes  /  bet  sle^be  zent  ^^^  *^^l^i^  ^"^ 

■»  oxj-j-t/  II  yr  support  Prudence. 
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Equity  sits  in  the 

niiiUlle  and  givaa 

to  euch  it8  uwu 

gift. 

At  what  time  the 

thiuf  will  cinae 

one  kuowcth  not. 


Sleight  lets  some 
inessun{,'ers  in  to 
give  warning. 

The  messeiif^er  of 
Death  demuuds 
an  entraiire, 
and  claims  a 
dead  silence,  and 
thus  speaks : 
"  I  am  Dread,  and 
a  reminder  of 
Deatli,  who  is 
coming  upon 
you." 

['  comynde  /J 
Sleight  asks, 
"Where is  Death? 
When  shall  he 
come  f  " 
Dread  answers, 
"  Slie  delays  not, 
but  is  nigh  at 
hand, 

and  a  thousand 
devils  shall  come 
with  her, 
and  bring  great 
books, 

burning  hooks, 
and  fiery  chains. 
In  the  books  are 
written  men's 
sins. 


The  hooks  draw 
the  souls  out  of 
the  bodies, 
and  with  the 
chains  are  they 
bound  and  drawn 
into  hell." 

[Fol.  83.  a.] 
Dread  says  he 
comes  from  hell, 
■wliich  is  immea- 
surably wide  and 
bottomless, 
full  of  fire  intoler- 
able, and  of  sor- 
row and  darkness. 


to  zy«,'gc)  /  t(j  kestc  out :  .stnmgjjo  wypdvo-^Q.  J7i;t  his 
uuulu  lostes  wyjj-dro^ii :  and  wy]7-ze(l(3.  Ki3tne8»e 
uorzojjc  ssel  ziite  aiiiyddc  /  jjct  echan  liis  031'!!  yef]). 
Hiiei'uore :  huyche  time  fe  ]?yef  is  comynde  /  me  not. 
ac  eclie  tyme  me  ssel  drede.  jpise  zuo  y-di3t :  na3t  loiigo 
to  Jje  wakynde  J?e  slep  of  zenne  benym)?.  Yor  al  ))ot 
lyf  is  to  waky.  Zome  messagyers  sle3))e  sscl  lete  in. 
Jjet  zome  ]?inges  mo3e  telle  /  ))et  me  may  a-waki  myde. 
pus  ]je  messagyer  of  dyajje  acse]?  inguoynge :  he  is  on- 
demonge.  Me  lii??i  acsej)  '  huo  he  ys.  huannes  he  com)?, 
huet  he  he]?  yso3e.'  He  ansueref.  he  ne  may  na3t 
zigge  :  bote  yef  per  by  he3liche  clom.  Huych  y- 
graunted :  jjus  lie  begynj}.  '  Ich  am  drede  /  and  be- 
jjenchinge  of  dyajje.  and  dyaj?  comyde :  ^  ich  do  you  to 
wytene.'  Sle3J)e  spec  J)  uor  alle.  and  acsef.  *  And  huer 
is  nou  Jje  like  dyajj.  and  huanne  ssel  he  come?'  Drede 
zayf.  '  Ich  wot  wel  fet  he  ne  abyt  najt  to  comene  /  and 
nye3  he  is.  ac  fane  day  /  ofer  fane  t^Tne  of  his 
comynge  :  ich  not.'  Sle3f  e  zayj).  '  And  huo  ssel  come 
niyd  h}Te  1 '  Drede  zayJ).  '  A  jjouzend  dyeulen  ssoUe 
come  mid  hire,  and  brenge  mid  ham  /  greate  bokes  / 
and  bernynde  hokes  /  and  chaynen  auere.'  Sle-^pe  zayf. 

*  And  huet  wyllejj  hy  do  mid  alle  fan  1 '     Drede  zayf . 

*  Ine  fe  bokes  byef  y-write  alle  f e  zcTznen  of  men.  and 
liise  brengej)  /  fet  be  ham  hi  mo3e  ouercome  men.  of 
huychen  f e  zewnes  f erinne  byef  y^vryte.  fet  byef  to 
hare  ri3te.  Hokes  hi  brengef  /  fet  fo  f et  byef  to  hare 
ri3te  ouercomef  :  hire  zaulen  be  strengf  e  :  of  f  e  bodye 
dra3ef)  out.  and  hise  byndef  mid  fe  chaines  /  and  in 
to  helle  hise  dra3e)).'  Sle3f e  zayf.  *  Huamies  comste  ? 
Drede  zayf.  *  Yram  helle.  Sle3f  e  zayf.  *  And  huet  is 
helle.  and  Imet  yse3efe  ine  helle  ? '  Drede  zayf.  '  Helle 
is  wyd  /  wyf-oute  metinge.  dyep  /  wyf-oute  botme. 
Vol  of  brene  on-f  olyinde.  Vol  of  stenche  /  wy-oute 
co??iparisoun.  per  is  zor3e.  f er  is  fyesternesse.  f er  ne  is 
non  ordre.  f er  is  groniyuge  wyf-oute  ende.   fer  ne  is 
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non  hope  of  a:uode.  non  wa7^trokiYncre  of  kueade.     Ecli  Tiiere  isnohope 

^  °  t/     o  of  good,  and 

]?et  jjerinne  is  :  hate))  liim  zelue  :  and  alle  oj^ren.     }?er  abundance  of  ills. 

ich  yze^  alle  manyere  tormens.   IpQ  leste  of  alle  /  is  more 

)?a/^ne  alle  IpQ  pynen  pet  111036  by  y-do  ine  j^ise  wordle. 

ber  is  wop.  and  orrindinpje  of  teb.    ber  me  geb  uram  There  is  weeping 

•*  ^  ^  °  ^       ^  1-1  and  gnashing 

chele  in  to  greate  hete  of  iiere.   and  huoj^e  oii]?olyinde.  teeth. 

bere    alle   be    uere  /    ssolle    by   uorbernd.     and    myd  The  soul  shall  be 

'  ^  tormented  by  the 

wermes  ssolle  by  y-wasted  /  and  na3t  ne  ssolle  wasti.  v/orm  of  Con- 

SClt^llCG 

Hire  •wermes  /  ne  ssolle  iia3t  sterue.  and  hare  ver  ne 
ssel  neure  by  ykuenct.  I^o  rearde  ne  ssel  jjer  by  y- 
hyerd  /  bote,  wo :  wo.  wo  hy  habbej? :  and  wo  hy 
grede]}.  ])e  dyeules  tormentors  pynej).  and  to-gydere 
hy  byejj  y-pyned.  ne  neure  ne  ssel  by  ende  of  pyne : 

ofer  reste.     ))ellich  is  helle  /  an  a  Jiousend  zyf  e  worse.  Heii  is  even  worse 

..  .  iTi/  1  1    ■  than  all  this  by 

And  ]?is  ich  yze3  me  lieile  /  and  a  jjousendzipe  more  a  thousand  times. 

worse.  ))is  ich  com  uor  to  zygge  you.'  Sle3jje  zay]?.   '  God  Prudence  says, 

wet  ssolle  we  do.      ISTou  bro]?ren  and  zostren  y-hyre])  shall  we  do?" 

my  red.  and  yuej?  youre.     Bye  J?  sle3e.     an  wake]?  ine  Be  watchful 

youre  bedes  /  porueynde  guodes.   na3t  onlyche  beuore  ^""^  ^^^y^^  ^  - 

gode  :  ac  be-uore  alle  men.'     jpolemodness  zay]?.      'Do  ?^^^^"[^^^^f' 

we  to  worke  godes  nebsseft  /  ine  ssrifte   /  and  ine  likeness  in  shrift 

"  '  '  and  m  psalms. 

zalmes :  glede  we  liym.  bye})  sobre  /  and  wakyej)  / 
nor  youre  uo  ])e  dyuel  /  ase  ])e  lyoun  brayinde  ge]? 

aboute  ban  :   bet  he  wyle  uor-zuebe.'     Strengbe  zayb.  strength  says, 

'^  ^  .  or  Jr  .<_withstand  the 

*  Wyjstondej)  hym  :  stronge  ine  byleaue.     Bye])  glede  devu  by  belief. 

ine  god.     Clofe]?  you  mid  godes  armes.  pe  hauberk  of  ciothe  you  with 
ry3t.  pane  sseld  of  beleaue.  nymep  pane  liehn  of  helpe. 

and  be  holy  gostes  zuord :  pet  is  godes  word.'  Ry3[t]nesse  Equity  says, 

"  Live  soberly." 

zayp.  '  Lybbe  we  sobreliche.  ryuollyche  an  bonayrelyche. 
Sobrelyche  :  ine  ous  zelue.  ry3tuoUyche  :  to  oure 
emcristen.  bonayrelyche  :  to  god.  pet  we  nollep  pet  me 
do  to  ous  zelue  :  ne  do  we  hyt  na3t  to  opren.  and  pet 

we  w^llep  pet  me  do  to  ous  zellue :  do  we  hit  to  opre  prudence  says, 

T  ,        t     ,     •         •j_j        on      1  1  t  \  •  "Another  messen- 

men.    and  uor  zope  pet  is  ri3t.      ble3pe  zayp.     '  pev  is  g^r  awaits  with- 

anoper  wyp-oute  pe  gates  uayr.  and  gled.  hit  pingp  pe  he  out."  Equity  com- 

bre[n]gpglednesse.'  Ey3[t]iiessezayp.  *onderuongephym.  received. 
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THE    SOULH    MESSENQEIIS. 


The  mcH8en;?er 
entui's  and  riayd 
that  he  is  *  Love 
ofovcrlustiii-'lile. 


He  asks  for  silence 
and  peace. 


Equity  says  that 
liis  demand  is 
just. 


The  messenger 
says  that  he 
conies  tVoiu 
heaven, 


and  that  he  has 
seen  God  as  in  a 
mirror. 

[Fol.  83.  b.] 
"I  saw  theinell'able 
and  indivisible 
majesty  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  : 

the  light  therefrom 
dazzles  the  eyes, 
and  surpasseth  all 
sense. 


I  sav/  Christ  on 
God's  right  hand. 


and  He  bears  the 
Avovmds  and 
tokens  of  his 
passion  in  his 
body. 

Next  to  Christ 
I  saw  the  Virgin 
Mary, 

[1  godes  ?  or 
zones  ?] 


who  was  inter- 
ceding for  us. 


Le  cas  ho  ous  ssol  gledyo.  uor  Jjes  ilko  uerste :  grat- 
lyche  ho  ous  hoj)  y-iiiad  of-dret.'  »Slc'3]?o  zayjj  to  fe  messa- 
gc-ro.  MJiK^  in.  and  liuo  jjou  art.  and  hua7nios  J?ou 
conist.  and  hiiet  Jjoii  host  yzo3e  :  zay  ou.s.'  j)(i  mes- 
sagyr  zay]).  'Ich  am  louo  of  lyue  eurelestynde.  an 
wylnynge  of  J)c  contraye  of  heuene.  Yef  ye  me  wyllej) 
y-here  :  habbej?  amang  you.  clom  /  and  reste.  Na^t 
uor  zofe  amang  gredynges  and  noyses  :  ych  ne  may  by 
yherd.'  Ri3[t]uolnesse  zay]).  '  Yef  we  longe  godes  drede  / 
and  be-])enchinge  of  dya])e  were  stille  :  ry^t  hit  is  /  pet 
fe  spekinde  /  wel  more  we  by  stille.*  Wylningge  of  fe 
l}aie  wy])-oute  ende  /  zayf.  *  jperuore  bye])  stille  /  and 
yhere])  myd  wylle.  Ich  come  uram  heuene.  and 
ftelliche  ])inges  ich  y-ze3  fer.  ])et  no  man  ne  may 
dyngneliche  zigge.  j^a^les  zomfyng  ich  wylle  zigge  : 
ase  ich  may.  Ich  yze^  god.  ac  be  ane  sseawere  ine 
ssede.' 

*  Ich  yze3  fe  ilke  onspekynde  /  an  on-todelinde 
mageste  of  fe  holy  trinyte.  be-gynnjTige  /  ne  ende  ne 
he]).  Ac  and  ly3t  ])er-inne  wone])  /  ])et  me  ne  may  na3t 
come  to.  Yisim  fo  ly3te  bye])  y-])orsse  mine  e3en  /  and 
])e  zy3])e  fyester.  Hyt  ouerge])  uorzofe  aUe  wyttes  / 
and  alle  zj^lpes.  j)e  ilke  bry3[t]nesse.  and  fe  ilke  uolnesse. 
);a3les  a  lytel  ich  yze3  oure  Ihord  iesu  crist  /  ine  ri3t 
half  zittinde.  J)et  is  to  zygge  :  ine  Ipe  lyue  wy])-oute  ende 
regnynde.  j)si^  he  ouer  alle  ssep))es  by  zuo  uayr  :  ])et 
ine  him  wjlnep  fe  angles  to  zyenne.  Yet  nou  fe 
wounden  and  fe  toknen  of  pe  passion  he  hep  ine  liis 
bodye.  huermyde  he  ous  bo3te.  be-uore  pe  uader  uor  ous 
stant  uor  to  bydde.  Ich  y-ze3  nyxt  iesu  crist  pe  ilke 
blisfolle  mayde  /  and  moder  pe  ilke  zodes^  /  and  oure 
Ihordes  iesu  cristes  /  myd  alle  worJ)ssipe  and  reuerence  / 
y-nemned  marie  /  ine  pe  wonderuolle  trone  zittynde  / 
aboue  alle  pe  holy  ordres  of  angles  /  and  of  men  :  an- 
he3ed.  liire  zone  iesus  uor  ous  byddinde.  and  to  huam 
hi  is  uol  of  merci.     Ac  fe  ilke  wonderuolle  mageste  / 
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and  pQ  bri3tnesse  of  po  moder  /  and  of  ]}e  zone  :  ich  ne 

niy^te  na3t  longe  jjolye  /  ich  wente  myne  zi3]?e  nor  to  ^^.^^^t  to*"he^ordfr 

yzi  /  jje  ilke  holy  ordres  of  fe  gostes  :  j^et  stondej?  be-  of bussfui  spirits. 

uore  god.  of  hnichen  "pe  enrelestinde  holynesse  of  jje 

zi3j)e  of  god  /  an  of  pe  lone,  ne  hit  ne  ssel  lessi :  ne  hit 

ne  ssel  endi  /  ac  eure  wexe  and  blefj?.     Ac  na3t  f  e  ilke 

degrez  /  and  dingnetes  /  heryinges  alsno  /  huyche  hyre 

makyere  hy  berej?  no  man  nollyche  jjenche  /  ne  na3t  ne 

may  by  ynoi  to  telle,     berefter  be  profetes  ich  y-ze2.  Thereafter  i  saiv 

'^       -^    -J        >  ■»  ..  ^-^the  prophets  and 

and  pe  pat^v'arkes  Avonderlyche  glediynde  ine  blisse.  uor  patriarchs 
Jjet  hy  yze3en  ine  goste  :  nolueld  hy  jzep.  pet  ine  longe 
anoy  ondemynge  /  J?et  onet  of  blysse  wyj)-onte   ende 
chongeden.     Ich  y-ze3  fe  apostles  ine  tronen  zittynde.  and  the  apostles 

,.•-1/1,,  in  1  ^       o  I    sitting  on  thrones. 

jje  trib3  /  and  jje  tongen  /  alie  preste.  and  oi  poure  / 

and  of  zyke  :  zuo  blisuolle  and  holy  /  of  oure  Ihord  iesu 

crist  /  and  zuo  he3e  /  yno3  alneway  ich  am  wondrinde. 

Ich  y-ze3  /  ac  nollyche  ich  ne  myfalte  al  yzy  /  be  innumer-  i  saw  the  innu- 
merable fellow- 
able  nela^rede    of   pQ   holy  niartires  /  mid  blisse   and  ship  of  the  holy 

worfssipe  /  y-corouned.  pet  be  pQ  pmen  of  pise  time  / 

huyche  hi  beren  to  po  blisse  /  pet  wes  ysseawed  ine 

ham  :    hy   come  perto.       Hyre  holynesse  /  and  hyre 

blysse:  long   time    ich   me    lykede.     Ich   yze3   to   pe  isawthewessed 

heap  of  confessors 

blyssede    heape    of    co72fessours.  amang    huam  /  men  and  teachers  of  , 

apostles  /  and  techeres  /  pet  holy  cherche    mid   hare 

techinge  wereden.  and  alsuo  uram  alle  heresye  /  wy [p]-oute 

weni  habbep  yclenzed  :  sseawep.  and  hy  uele  habbep 

y-ta3t.  ssynep  ase  sterren  /  ine  eurelestynde  wy[p]-oute 

ende.     )?er  byep  Monekes  pet  uor  claustres  /  and  uor  The-cwere  monks 

.         ,  ,,  ,  ,         /  ,  ,  ,  that  shine  clearer 

strayte  cellen.  wei  moche  /  an  ciyerer  panne  pe  zonne  :  than  the 


sun. 


habbep  v/onyinges.  Vor  blake  and  uor  harde  kertles  / 
huyter  pane  pe  snaw.  and  of  alle  zofthede  /  and 
nesshede  /  clopinge  habbep  an.  Vram  hare  e3en  /  god 
wypep  alle  tyeres.  and  pane  kyng  hy  ssolle  ysy  ine  hys 
uayrhede.  Alast  /  to  pe  uela3rede  of  may  dynes  ich 
lokede.  of  huychen  /  blysse  /  sseppe  /  agraypinge  /  and  fellowship  of 

maidens, 

melodya.  huycho    none    mannes   speche  :   dingnelyche 
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Tin-:  gi{i:at  joys  of  heavkx. 


ami  hoard  tiieir 
fuir  H011&;. 


[Fol.  M.  a.J 

Sleight  inquires 
of  the  jnesseii^er 
coneernuij^  the 
life  of  the  blessed. 


He  is  told  that 
they  live,  enjoy, 
love,  rejoice, 
praise,  are  swift, 
and  are  in 
security. 


They  live  an  ever- 
lasting life  free 
from  all  pain. 

Their  life  is  the 
si^ht  of  the 
Trinity. 


Tliey  taste  of 

God's  counsel  and 

dooms,  and  learn 

the  causes  of 

things. 

They  love  God 

with  an  infinite 

love. 

They  rejoice  in 

God  and  of  their 

holiness. 


They  have  as 
many  blessings  as 
companions, 


and  their  joy  is 

incomparably 

great. 


may  telle.  Aiul  hy  zoiige  ))uiie  zang  :  ])et  noii  ofer  ne 
may  zynge.  Ac  and  fe  ziietc  smel  ine  hare  regyon  / 
zuo  zuete  ys  :  Jjet  alle  many  re  zuetc  smelles  ouerconi]). 
And  to  liare  Ix'iies  :  oiue  Ihord  arist.  to  alle  o))ren  : 
zittinde  lie  llie.st.'  81e3j)e  zay]).  *  Hyt  lykejj  Jjet  ))0U 
zayst.  Ac  uor  of  eclien  of  pe  holy  ordres  /  wondres 
)?ou  hest  y-zed  :  we  bydde))  |jet  |)ou  zigge  ous  /  liiiet  is 
hare  dede  in  mennesse  /  and  huet  is  J?e  co/mers[ac]ion  of 
uela3rede  :  zay  ous.'  Jpe  Avylny[njgge  of  Jje  lyiie  wyf-oute 
ende  zayj?.  '  Vor  zo))e  ich  wylle  zygge.  \)e  dede  of  alle 
ine  mennesse  /  ys  zeueuald.  Hy  lybbef.  hy  smackej). 
hy  louyef.  hy  bye]j  glede.  hy  heryef.  hy  byef  zuyfte.  hy 
byejj  zikere.'  Sle3]}e  zay]j.  *  ])^  ich  zomdel  Jjis  onder- 
stonde  :  uor  ham  ])et  Ihestef  /  of  echen  zay.'  Wylnynge 
of  ]?e  lyue  wy-oute  ende  zay)?.  '  Zuo  by  hyt.  Hy  lybbejj 
be  lyue  wyf-oute  ende.  wyf-oute  enye  tyene.  wy-oute 
enye  lessinge.  wyf-oute  enye  wy]}stondynge.  Hyre  lyf 
is  ]}G  zy^Jje  and  fe  knaulechynge  of  pe  holy  trinyte.  ase 
zayj)  oure  lliord  iesus.  ])is  is  j?et  lyf  wjlp-onte  ende  /  Jjet 
hy  knawe  fe  zofe  god  /  and  huam  fe  zentest  iesu  crist. 
and  f  eruore  ylyche  hy  bye]?  /  uor  hy  y-zyejj  :  ase  he  is. 
Hy  smackej?  Jje  redes  and  fe  domes  of  god.  Hy 
smackej?  j?e  kendes/and  ]?e  causes/and  j?e  begynny[n]ges 
of  alle  j?ynges.  Hy  louyej?  god  wyf-oute  enye  com- 
parisoun.  uor  ]?et  by  ^YJte])  huerto  god  his  hej?  y-bro^t 
uorj?.  hy  louye))  ech  oj?ren  :  ase  ham  zelue.  Hy  byej? 
glede  of  god  onzyginde.  hy  bye))  glede  of  zuo  moche  of 
hare  03ene  holynesse :  and  uor  ))et  ech  louej?  o)?ren  ase 
hbii  zelue.  ase  moche  blisse  hej?  ech  of  oj?res  guode  :  ase 
of  his  03ene.  Joeruore  by  ziker  /  uor  eurych  hej?  aseuele 
blyssen  :  ase  he  hej?  uela3es.  and  aseuele  blissen  to 
echen  :  ase  his  03ene  of  alle.  and  feruore  eureich  more 
louej?  wyj?oute  comparisoun  god  :  j?et  hym  and  oj?re 
made  /  j?anne  him  zelue  /  and  alle  oj?re.  More  hy  byej? 
glede  wyj?-oute  gessynge  of  godes  holynesse  :  j?anne  of 
his  03ene  /  and  of  alle  ojjre  myd  hym.     Yef  j?anne  on 
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onneajje  nym]?  al  his  blisse.  hou  ssel  he  nyme  ziio  uele 

and  zno  manye  blyssen  ?     And  beruore  hit  is  yzed.  ejuo  ^he  command  is, 

-I  'J  i  _      '^  '^^  '  Go  into  tlie  bliss 

into  ])&  blysse   of  )?yne  Ihorde.  na^t  fie  blisse  of  fine  of  thy  Lord.' 

Ihorde  /  guo  in  to  fie.  uor  hy  ne  may.     J^erefter  /  hy 

herie])  god  wyf)-oute  ende  /  wyf)-oute  werynesse.  ase  hyt 

is   y-wryte.     Lhord  /  y-blyssed  by  fio  fiet  wonye])  ine 

fjyne  house  /  in   wordles  of  wordles :  ssolle  herye  fie. 

Zuyfte  hy  bye]?,  uor  huer  J)et  fie  gost  wyle  by  :  uorzoj^e  They  are  swift, 

fer  is  ])et  body.    Alle  hy  byefi  my[3]tuone.    Zykere  hy  where  the  spirit 

bye]?   of  zuyche  lyue.  of  zuo  moche  wysdome.  of  zuo  They Vre  secure 

moche  loue.  of  zuo  moche  blysse.  of  zuyche  heryinge.  of  a'J.aofiofe''^^^''^ 

zuyche  holynesse.    jjet  non   ende.    non  lessynge.    non 

uallynge  doun  ssolle  habbe.     Lo  alyte  ich.  habbe  yzed 

to  you.  of  fian  fiet  ich  yze^  ine  heuene.     ISTajt  uor  zofe 

ne  may  zigge  /  ase  ich  yze3  /  ne  na3t  ase  hy  byefi  :  ne 

my^te  ysy.'  Sle3fie  zayfi.  'Yorzofie  ine  heuene  we  onder-  strength  asks, 

stonde])  f»et  ])0U  were,  and  zofi  fiing  fier  fiou  yse^e.  and  separate  as  from 

11  ^  ■)       CM  /XT  1  Christ's  love  ? " 

zop  f  ou  best  y-zed.  btrengfie  zayfi.  '  Huo  ssel  ous  to- 
dele  uram  cristes  loue  1  tribulacion.  of  er  zor^e.  and  opre. 
zykere  hj^^.  uor  nober  dyafi  /  ne  lyf.  and  obre.'     Ry3t  Rig^t  f^ays,  Turn 

out  the  messenger 

zayfi.    '  Do]?  out  ]?ane  uerste  messagyer.  hyt  ne  is  na^t  Dread, 

ri3t  f  et  he  bleue  ine  fie  house  /  myd  fie  ry3tuolle.     Yor       [FoI.  m.  b.] 

ry3[t]uolle  loue  :  de]?  out  drede.'  Strengf  e  zay]?.  'gaoout  forioveofOod 

drede.  fou  ne  sselt  na3t  by  ine  oure  stedes.'     Drede 

zayfi.   '  Huet  habbe  ich  mis-do.  do.  do.  ich  uor  guode 

zede.'     Temperancia  zayb.      '  Broben  and  zostren  /  ich  Temperance  com- 
mands Dread  to 
zigge  to  you.   na??.inore   smacky  /  ]?a?zne  be-houe]j.   ac  go  out  wiuiugiy. 

smacke  to  sobrete.  Jpou  drede  /  guo  out  myd  guode  \yylle. 

fiole  ])ane  dom  /  fiet  ri3t  hej?  y-demd.   be  auenture  J?e 

my3t  eft  by  onderuonge.  yef  wylnynge  of  lyf  ivyf-oute 

ende  /  ofierhuyl  let  of.'    j)e  makyere  zayfi.     )5us  /  ])us  /  Thus  let  us  cast 

1  •   1       T  1  ,  ,  ,  off  fear  and  receive 

nou   ssei   eurich   hys   lieuynesse  /  ssake   a-way  /  uram  theioveofthe 
drede  /  to  \q  loue  of  ])e  heuenelyche  contraye  him-zelue  Ilom.^"^^  ^'"°' 
wcnde.    Zuo  by  hit. 
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DIFFERENCE    BETWEEN    MEN    AND    BEASTS. 


Understanding 

diiitin^ui.'iheii 
between  a  niun 
und  u  beu:it. 
Glorify  thee  not 
in  other  t!iinj,'s. 
Flies  surpuKs  thee 
in  Bwillnesd. 

The  peacock  is 
fairer  tiian  thou. 
God's  image  con- 
sists in  thought 
and  understand- 
ing. 


Man's  light  con- 
sists in  purity  of 
thouglit. 
The  untrue,  the 
evil,  thieves,  &c., 
are  dark. 

Light  exists,  but 

we  go  away  from 

it. 

Sin  makes  us 

blind. 


The  world  is 
blind  and  wicked. 


Clirist  died  for  us, 
•and  yet  was  with- 
out sin. 


Suffer  patiently 
and  with  a  good 
will. 

God  made  angels 
as  well  as  small 
worms. 

The  one  is  worthy 
of  heaven,  the 
other  ol  earth. 


Yet  wouldst  thou 
reprove  God  if  he 
place  the  worm  in 
heaven  ? 

But  God  is  not  to 
be  reproved. 


Kaminore  ne  is  be-tueiie  ane  mannc  /  and  ane  beste  : 
bote  iiio  oncler.stondynge.  Na3t  of  ofre  Jjinge  ne 
glorefye  Jje.  Of  u//-tutjs  ))Ci  prost  fc  /  of  bestes  fou  sselt 
by  Guercome.  Of  zuyfthedc  fe  prest  fe  /  of  uele3n  fo 
worst  ouercome.  Of  uayrliedo  fe  prest  )?e  :  Lou  mocho 
iiayr  is  ine  Jje  ue]jeren  of  |)e  pokoce  /  liuerof  art  fou 
more  wor]?  ?  of  godes  ssepfe.  Iliier  is  godes  ssepjjo  ? 
Ine  jjenchinge  /  and  ine  onderstondinge.  Yef  fou 
Janne  feruore  art  betere  jjawne  a  best  /  nor  fet  J)OU  best 
Jjencliingc  /  huerby  Jjou  onderstans[t].  ]?et  a  best  ne  may 
onderstonde.  |?er-uore  uorzo]}e  :  man  is  more  betere  / 
})a?zne  a  best.  Lijt  of  man  4s  ly^t  of  Jjo^tes.  Li3t  of 
jjo^tes  aboue  fortes  is.  and  ouerge]?  alle  Jjojtes.  Yet 
eft  .0.  men  /  ne  byef  na^t  fyestre.  ne  byej?  na3t 
ontrewe.  oni'i^tuole.  queade.  robberes.  wrecben.  louieres 
of  jje  wordle.  jpise  iior  zofe  byejj  fyesternesse.  Ly^t 
ne  is  na3t  awaye  :  ac  ye  bye]?  awaye  /  uram  ly3te.  j)Q 
blynde  ine  fe  zonne  :  hef  J?e  zonne  present,  ac  he  is 
nram  f e  zonne.  ))eruore  ne  bye]}  na3t  fyestre.  Yet 
eft.  ])Q  wordle  Jjyestre.  uor  ])q  loiiyeres  of  Jje  wordle. 
bye]?  fyestre.  and  ])e  wordle  is  quead.  uor  fo  fiet  wonye]) 
ine  wordle  bye]?  queade.  ase  a  quead  bous.  na3t  fe 
walles  :  ac  ])0  fet  wonye])  f erinne.  Yet  eft.  crist  ne 
liedde  no  ])yng  bueruore  he  ssolde  sterue  :  and  dyad 
he  is.  fou  best  bueruore  :  and  to  sterue  J)0u  hest 
onwor])  ?  wylne  myd  guod  wylle  to  J>olye  :  be  Ipyne  of- 
seruynge  /  ]?et  he  Jjoledo  myd  guode  wylle.  fet  he 
wolde  delyury  /  uram  fe  dyafe  eurelestinde.  Yet  eft. 
be  huam  pet  angel  is  ymad  :  be  him  is  ymad  fe  smale 
werm.  Ac  ])&  angel  is  wor])y  to  fe  heuene  :  \)Q  werm 
to  f  e  erf) 8.  j)e  ilke  f  et  made  :  he  dy3te.  Yef  he  dede 
fane  smale  werm  in-to  heuene  :  J>e  woldest  hym  wyf- 
nyme.  Yef  he  wolde  maki  angles  of  uoule  stynkynde 
ulesse  :  fou  woldest  hym  wy]?nyme.  And  na3t  uorf  an  : 
nyxt  fan  def  god.  and  ]7a3les  he  ne  is  na3t  to  wy]?- 
nymene.     Yor  alle  men  of  ulesse  jTnad  :  huet  byef  hy 
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bote  wermes  ?  and  of  wermesV  he  makeb  angles.     Yet  ^^n  are  worms, 

and  of  worms 

eft.  liuycli  herte  me  arereb  :  ech.  may  y-zy.  'pet  nsb^t  be  God  makes 

angels. 

neiiynesse  of  ulesses  wylle  beiiore  ygreued  /  auore  ual]?  / 

ere  liit  by  arered.     Ac  ecb  liini  zelue  y-zy  bere  /  pQ  The  heart  must 

heuynesse  of  his  nlesse  :  yae  wyl  be  wy]7dra3ynge.  j^et  so  Jafsertf  ood^. 

he  clensy  :  pet  he  arere  to  god.  zuo  by  hit.   Hayl  godes 

moder  Marie  /  Mayde  iiol  of  ]?onke  /  god  by  myd  pe  / 

y-blyssed  by  jjou  /  oner  alle  wyfmen.    And  y-blyssed 

by  onre  Lhord  iesus  /  jjet  zuete  onet  /  of  J^yne  wonibe 

yblessed.  zno  by  hit.     Mayde  /  and  moder  mylde.  nor  Maid  and  Mother 

1  f».«  I'll  ,    '  1  Ti/r^j  mild,  me  that  am 

lone  01  pme  cniide  :  j)et  is  god  an  man  :  Me  pet  am  zuo  so  wild  from  sin 
w^lde  /  uram  zenne  ]jou  me  ssylde  :  ase  ich  pe  bydde  ™^  ^  "*^  ^ '    "'^^"' 
can.  ame;i. 


NOTES. 

Page  1,  1.  3,  wi/cJced.  Tlio  (lefinito  form  v^yckede  is  required 
after  the  definite  article. 

Page  1,  1.  15,  (li'fi^e.  The  prefixed  y  is  omitted  on  account  of 
the  preceding  hy. 

Page  6,  1.  2,  Jiuich  .  .  .  hy,  whatsoever  that  it  may  be ;  1.  9,' 
toppe  =  above.  This  preposition  is  frequently  used  by  Shoreham,  and 
seems  peculiar  to  the  Kentish  dialect ;  1.  18,  o/i:seJ?:=:ac6'e]j  =  demands, 
requires  ;  ojj  of  zo])e,  oath  of  truth. 

Page  8, 1.  6,  be  his  loytlnde  =by  his  willing  =  he  being  willing  =: 
willingly;  1.  23,  and — and,ho\h. — and;  1.  25,  yhyerxlde=^holden^^ 
bound. 

Page  9,  1.  12,  arizinges  is  used  to  translate  the  0.  Fr. 
moeuementes ;  1.  17,  takinges,  touchings,  handlings,  0.  Fr.  atouche- 
men-^. 

Page  10,  1.  1,  556?  =  owes.  It  has  this  pense  occasionally  in 
Chaucer  ;  1.  15,  yioyte  .  .  .  ylierd,  known,  seen,  or  heard. 

Page  11,  1.  2,     7?/5  =  her. 

Page  13,  1.  19,  al  to,  0.  Fr.  iusqua ;  1.  20,  liner  .  .  .  made 
\zitte\.     The  Fr.  is  ou  il  se  slst ;  1.  24,  of-guo,  deserved. 

Page  14,  1.  22,  huer  .  .  .  an=^  Fr.  ou  il  aura  vescua ;  11.  28,  30, 
sseaioynge  renders  the  Fr.  revelacion,  vision. 

Page  16,  1.  33,  ioyttes  =  ^vytes,  fault. 

Page  17,  1.  24,  ouerweninge,  Fr.  sourquidrie  ;  1.  25,  folehayrie  = 
over-boldness;  1.  26,  ydele  blisse  ^  Yi.  veynglorie ;  1.  32,  voulhede, 
Fr.  vileynye  =  crime,  disgrace. 

Page  18,  1.  4,  ingratitude  =  0.  E.  unkyndenesse. 

Page  19,  1.  12,  renay  ^  renegate,  apostate.  The  Midland  copy 
reads  *  he  inay  ivel  he  cleped  renegate  ; '  1.  2,  ine  lokinge,  in  custody ; 
1.  10  from  bottom,  deuines  =  deuineres. 


NOTES.  273 

Page  20,  1.  16,  pe,  the  reflexive  j^ronoun  =  thou  thyself. 

Page  21,  1.  16,  o]J  weninge  =  upweening  ;  op}iiminge=iuptcildng, 
enterprise,  and  hence  presumption.  The  Fr.  text  has  sorquidance 
(O.E.  surquidrie)  and  presum^Dcion.  See  j).  22,  1.  2,  where 
opniminge  translates  Pr.  emprise;  1.  18,  ivorth,  Pr.  valoir;  1.  19. 
may,  Pr.  pooir ;  1.  20,  mo'i,e,  Pr.  puet;  conne,  Pr.  savour;  1.  21, 
can,  Pr.  set;  mo^i^e,  pooir;  1.  22,  conne,  Pr.  savour;  1.  26,  oiilein- 
^e6?e  =  singularity,  cf.  1.  onlepi,  singular,  1.  30.  It  often  signifies 
only,  alone. 

Page  22, 1.  18,  onwor\i,  Pr.  desj)ire  =  despise,  cf.  onworjjnesse  and 
onwor\liede  =  Pr.  despit ;  1.  20,  hisemers,  mockings,  derisions,  Pr. 
gas;  1.  21,  bismere]),  Pr.  moke;  1.  31,  taJce  =  teJce  =  irslj  teach. 

Page  23,  1.  2,  friinges  =  fryings.  Pr.  fritures.  Stevenson 
printed  sriinges,  and  it  is  apparently  so  in  the  MS. ;  1.  3,  ari^thalf 
and  aleftlialf=  our  modern  expression  right  and  left  =  on  both  sides  ; 

I.  6,  folliche  yeue  =  Pr.  f element  doner,  to  give  foolishly  (or  as 
Chaucer  would  say,  fool-largely)  ;  1.  16,  fole  heryinge,  foolish  prais- 
ing =  flattery,  Pr.  vaine  loenge  ;  1.  17,  i/Ziere(i  =  praised,  from  hery^ 
herie,  to  praise,  line  19  ;  1.  24,  7/c7e/e5/^^5e  =. vain-glory. 

Page  24,   1.   4,  aye  =  again  =  Pr.   ou  devers,  auorye  =  de  par  ; 

II.  7,  8,  wyt  tvel .  .  .  of-healde.  Wit,  well  for  to  devise  (discern) ;  good 
memory  well  to  retain;  1.  11,  ate7npres=^i.  attempre^  tempered, 
moderated,  contented ;  1.  23,  Iheuedi  hap,  Dame  Portune ;  1.  24, 
hare  huei^el,  her  wheel;  page  25,  1.  34,  sotil,  Midi.  Vers.  sli:^he ; 
1.  35,  uoulhedes,  Pr.  ordures,  halkes,  Pr.  repostailles. 

Page  26,  11.  18,  19,  ne  sselt  .  .  .  by.  'Thou  shalt  never  learn 
what  man  is  until  he  is  where  he  desires  to  be  ; '  1.  22,  let,  ceaseth  ; 
1.  23,  papelard,  Pr.  papelart,  flatterer,  deceiver. 

Page  27,  1.  4,  calouioe  mous,  the  bat.  Pr.  chauue  soriz ;  1.  29, 
awar-^ede  =  Pr.  maloite,  schrewd,  wicked. 

Page  28,  1.  34,  holly che,  Pr.  sainement  =  sainglement  =  en  tier e- 
ment. 

Page  29, 1.  30,  ivoTcres  =  werres  =wsiYs. 

Page  30,  1.   20,   '  effterward  wre^e,^  wreye  is  an  error  for  hate. 

The  Pr.  text  has  haine. 

Page  31,  11.  4,  5,  onlusthede,  Pr.  paresce;   tyene,  Pr.  anui;  1.  10, 

18 
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farmlidie  =  thinness,  scantiness.  The  Fr.  text  has  tenuitea,  and  the 
Midland  ^MS.  reads  tendernesse.  jponneliche  should  evidently  be 
penneleche  OT  ]>inneleche^i\m\-noH3j  ilm -leche  being  the  same  ter- 
mination as  in  knowledge,  O.E.  knowleche ;  1.  11,  Iheuclichey  Fr, 
teniirement,  Mid.  Vers,  slahhj.  Stevenson  printed  Ihencliche.  Cf. 
Iheuc  in  1.  13. 

Page  32,  1.  17,  onssriael,  Fr.  perreceus.  This  word  does  not 
occur  in  Bosworth's  A.  Sax.  Diet.  It  seems  to  be  =  un-shrifelj 
Mid.  Vers,  recheles,  negligent,  careless,  from  A.  S.  serif  an,  to  care  for; 
1.  17,  slei.uolle  =  slevyuoUe,  slothful,  see  sleawolle  in  1.  13;  1.  22, 
onwoneth,  Fr.  desacoustume ;  on-ioone  therefore  comes  from  the  O.E. 
wone^  habit,  custom,  wont,  and  signifies  to  cease  to  do  what  has  been 
customary  or  habitual ;  1.  23,  Efterward  .  .  .  sleuiiolliche.  The 
Fr.  has  '  Apres  vient  negligence,  car  qui  bien  fait  delaiement  nest  pas 
merucil  le  sil  le  fait  negliiaument.'  Here  we  see  auerst  =  Fr. 
delaiement  =  delayingly,  from  A.S.  fyrst,  delay,  respite. 

Page  33,  1.  12,  oj^-let  =  Fr.  sormaine,  fr.  surmener,  *  mal  7nener, 
maltraiter^  (Eoq.). 

Page  34,  1.  27,  unjnnynge  holdelidie,  Fr.  en  aquestier  ardaument ; 
of-healdinge  streytliche,  Fr.  en  retenir  restreignaument ;  1.  31, 
gauelinge,   Fr.  usure  ;  1.  34,  hiiedhedes,  Fr.  malignites. 

Page  35,  1.  7,  fe  he'^])es,  Fr.  les  montes;  c£  lieyinge,  profit,  1.  16 ; 
1.  9,  icedde-dyade  =  mortgage,  Fr.  gage  mort,  see  dead-wed,  p.  36  ;  11. 
16,  17,  cliapfare  makiinde  =  coYena.nt  (bargain)  making  ;  1.  24,  le7ie]> 
na^t,  &c.,  i.e.  lendeth  not  themselves. 

Page  36,  1.  6,  time-zettere  ontrewe.  Fr.  has  termoiors  desloiaus  ; 
1.  20,  vendonginge,  Fr.  vendenges,  vendage,  vending,  sales. 

Page  37,  1.  20,  seruons.  The  Fr.  serians  shoAvs  that  this  word 
should  be  seriions  (constables). 

Page  38,  1.  27,  tayles,  cornees.  Fr.  tailles,  coruees.  The  latter 
term  signifies  a  duty  on  beasts  and  corn ;  1.  30,  of  liiren  =  du  leur  := 
of  theirs. 

Page  39, 1.  5,  ssepes,  payments,  wages,  Fr.  loier ;  1.  8,  niminges,  Fr. 
exactions ;  1.  11,  mesteres  men,  officials ;  1.  15,  ac  .  .  .  yzed,  but  some 
are  continued  (above  that)  in  addition  to  that  that  is  here  related ; 
1.  17,  yerne  =  erne  =  earne,  run  ;  1.  2?>,pjlayneres,  Fr.  playntif,  &<?2;e^^- 
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inges^  Fr.  peticions;  1.  2^,  playteres,  Fr.  auocas ;    1.   28,  yulemde  = 
fugitives  ;  1.  28,  wyj)settingges,  exceptions  =  Fr.  harres. 

Page  40,  1.  7,  &e-^^eZ?//^^e  =  defiling  =  false  accusations ;  1.  20, 
hezide-zitteres^  Fr.  asseseurs ;  11.  23,  24,  yhet  =  yhed  =  hady 
Fr.  eu;  1.  33,  ereges  =  ¥r.  hereges  =  }ieTetics.  Stevenson  explains 
this  wrongly  as  witches. 

Page  42,  1.  7,  denyes  =  Fr.  deenez,  deaneries. 

Page  44, 1.  2  from  bottom,  romongours,  Fr.  maskignons  =  maqui- 
nons,  fraudulent  dealers,  from  0.  Fr.  ramandxr,  baisser  le  prix. 

Page  45,  1.  9,  hysians  =  Fr.  hiziaus,  heralds.  Kempen  =  Fr. 
champions. 

Page  47,  1.  26,  be  hare  wytinde.     Fr.  a  son  escient. 

Page  48,  1.  1,  out  of  nyede  =  unnecessarily. 

Page  51,  1.  W,  teue.  Stevenson  printed  ^e?ze,  as  if  =  tin ;  but 
teue  =  to-eue  =  yesterday  evening,  and  it  translates  the  Fr.  dersoir. 

Page  52, 1.  13,  Jiuet  non  =  cd-huet  non  =  until  noon.  Fr.  iusqua- 
none.     Cf.  cd-huet  ni^t,  p.  52,  1.  12. 

Page  56,  1.  8,  ssast  =  ssla^st,  slayest;  1.  19,  ich  wylle  a  lite  take 
of  the  zennes,  &c.,  I  will  a  little  touch  of  the  sins,  &c. 

Page  57,  1.  1,  euele  telle,  Fr.  misconter;  contacky,  Fr.  bareter. 

Page  63,  1.  10,  for  a-mes  read  a  mes  =  Fv.  mes. 

Page  66,  1.  19,  godelinges,  Fr.  maudiscons;  cf.  godelinge,  p.  65, 
=  Fr.  maudire  ;  1.  28,  atwyt,  blame,  the  word  reprouep  has  been 
erased  in  the  MS. 

Page  87,  1.  12,  huet  hi  is  y-do  =  until  they  do  them  ;  huet  = 
al-huet  =  until ;  is  =  his  =  them.     Fr.  tant  soit  parfais. 

Page  96,  1.  14,  in  one  ivytte  =  in  one  sense. 

Page  101,  1.  6,  ])0U  sselt  loue,  &c.  ==Thou  owest  him  love,  &c. ; 
1.  16,  uela^est  =  ^ouiQ^i,  cf.  uela^e,  accessory;  uela'^rede,  ^.  102,  com- 
panionship, fellowship.     See  p.  102,  1.  12,  where  'Z^eZa3ej7=joineth. 

Page  103,  1.  24,  hoystoyse,  O.E.  hostwise,  boisterous,  blustering. 
This  is  the  earliest  approach  to  the  form  bosteous  or  bostous,  which 
has  given  rise  to  boisterous. 

Page  104,  1.  16,  uor  Iper  ne  is  7io  gelt.  The  Fr.  text  has,  car  il 
nia  nul  trespas  sement. 

Page  106,  1.  29,  oid  of  smak  =  out  of  taste  =  disagreeable. 

18  * 
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Pago  108,  1.  10,  wi/7idf.\>  =  uynfle]>  =  fin(\iiih. 

Page  111,  1.  32,  of  hiren,  of  herself. 

Page  112, 1.  15,  fjreate,  Fr,  gros  ;  1.  25,  jntcaille  ne  to  chenaille  = 
cattle  nor  to  dogs.  The  MS.  reads  cheuaiUe,  whicli  is  evidently 
wrong.  The  translator  seenis  to  have  Leen  unahle  to  render  these 
French  terms  into  English. 

Page  113,  1.  4,  ope,  above.     Tlie  Fr.  has  807'  (sur). 

Page  IIG,  1.  21,  re/ye,  Fr.  movoir;  ne  rocky,  Fr.  crouller;  move 
nor  render  unsteady ;  7'ocky  =  to  rock,  and  is  equivalent  to  the 
O.E.  wagge  =  wag. 

Page  120,  1.  31,  Ac  .  .  .  zone;  more  is  wanted  before  j)anney 
as  the  construction  is.  But  wherefore  are  they  called  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  more  than  gifts  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  ? 

Page  121,  1.  23,  fe  yeflpe  of  di-ede  is  \e  doreward  to  J)e  greate 
\reste,  The  gift  of  dread  (fear)  is  the  doorkeeper  to  the  great  crowd ; 
1.  23,  norde]),  Fr,  esterpe.     The  Midland  MS.  reads  *  drawej)  up.' 

Page  123,  11.  14,  15,  hi  ous  dej>  beknawe  and  to  hyknmce,  she 
causes  us  to  know  and  be  known.  Byknmve  =  by  yknawe  =  be 
known;  1.  21,  dyereoninge,  precious  union.  Chaucer  has o/zecZm  = 
united  (pret.  pi.) ;  11.  31,  32,  Love  of  hope  feeleth  the  smell  and 
seeketh.  Love  of  Charity  taketh,  and  seeth,  and  swalloweth,  and 
holdeth ;  1.  32,  zik^  =  z^p  =  sees,  zue^])  =  Fr.  gouste,  tasteth. 

Page  128,  1.  21,  ysncs,  irons,  fetters,  from  7/571  =  iron;  1.  2  from 
bottom,  wriklp  =  ivri^p  =  hideth. 

Page  129,  1.  20,  ca  arriei^es.  The  Mid.  MS.  renders  this  phrase 
by  to-fore  ;  1.  34,  '  Man  may  longe^  &c.  This  quotation  occurs  in 
the  Religious  Poems  printed  by  Wright  in  the  Owl  and  Nightingale. 

Page  130,1.  22,  cornardyes  =^  cosnardies,  deceits. 

Page  131,  1.  4,  calketreppen,  Fr.  pieges,  see  Glossary ;  1.  5, 
aniiet,  Fr.  embrasee  ;   1.  7,  wy^te,  uy^te  =  fight. 

Page  132,  1.  21,  anone  is  a-none  =  in.  no. 

Page  134,  1.  16,  bouer^e  is  for  bor^e  =  ssiYe,  not  for  boti-^e  = 
ho^e,  bow,  be  obedient. 

Page  135,  1.  25,  fe  wyfjieine  thenykke  =  the  halter  (rope)  round 
the  neck. 

Page  137,  1.  3  from  bottom,  ssel  a^t,  owes  aught  (anything). 
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Page  139,  1.  14,  ze-^p  =  zeJfp,  seeketh  ;  cf.  ivec])  (1.  2,  p.  140)  for 
we^p  =  weigheth. 

Page  140,  1.  25,  hassasls.  Thus  the  word  stands  in  the  Fr.  and 
Eng.  text.     It  is  our  modern  word  assassin. 

Page  141,  1.  6,  ingnel,  0.  Fr.  ignaus,  O.E.  delyuere,  active. 

Page  143,  1.  11,  ^/-^/cj)  =  y-zi3])  =  seeth ;  1.24,  atloJces  =  Sit 
Whitsuntide  (Pentecost),  seep.  163,  1.  3  from  bottom.  LokSuiidaj 
=  Whitsunday,  occurs  in  Shoreham's  poems. 

Page  147, 1.  2,  angrice,  Fr.  angoisse  ;  1.  3,  aiv\^r]ec'^])  =  aivreJcp  = 
wreaketh,  avengeth. 

Page  150,  1.  4  from  bottom,  houne  =  rule,  line.  This  is  the 
word  in  the  Fr.  text.  D.  Michel  was  evidently  unable  to 
translate  it.  The  Midland  MS.  for  priche  an  houne  reads  merk  and 
lyne. 

Page  154,  1.  1  from  bottom,  [e?/5e].     The  Fr.  text  has  eas. 

Page  155,  1.  3,  zeiie^lp  is  here  plural,  and  should  be  written 
zene^e]) ;  1.  3,  foruions  is  the  0.  Fr.  foruoions. 

Page  161,  1.  14,  delp  auerst,  putteth  in  delay.  See  uerste  =  to 
delay,  respite,  cause  delay.  See  p.  173,  1.  16  ;  1.  20,  be  stre7ig]pe  = 
forcibly,  by  force;  cf.  no  strengthe  =  0.~E.  no  fors  =  no  matter; 
1.    34,  Vor  =  or. 

Page  167,  1.  25,  er])an  fet  fe  kuen  Ms  do  an  =  ere  that  (before) 
that  the  queen  putteth  it  on ;  Ms  =  her,  and  refers  to  rohe,  which 
is  considered  as  feminine. 

Page  171,  1.  5  from  bottom,  sest  geus  ;  so  the  words  stand  in  the 
Fr.  text.  The  Mid.  MS.  translates  geus  by  euele  pieces  (evil 
plays). 

Page  173,  1.  22,  i/-A:we^/ =  y-kue(n)gt  =  O.E.  ykueynt  = 
quenched.     Cf.  dreynt  =  drenched,  &c. 

Page  178,  1.  24,  uor  wane  make]>  maister.  This  passage 
literally  signifies  '  for  habit  makes  master,'  and  is  equivalent  to  our 
phrase,  ' practice  makes  perfect;'  cf.  page  181,1.  4,  where  ^/eaZcZe 
wones  =old  habits. 

Page  182,  1.  16,  '  he-ulea]>  and  ethe]>  [h]are  onderlinges,  flay  and 
eat  their  subjects  :  he-uleap  =  he-uleai^ep  =  he-Jiayep  =  flay,  fleece, 
rob. 
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Parre  18-i,  1.  12,  weli/'hoJpe  =  wel  7/7<oZy)C  =  well-holpen  (suc- 
coured). 

Page  187,  1.  24,  [dflayinont.  The  MS.  has  ai/mont,  hut  the  Fr. 
text  shows  that  diaymont  =  diamond,  is  the  correct  reading. 

Page  193,  1.  4,  \>et  (for  \)en  ?)  J?o  =  than  those. 

Page  194,  1.  10  from  hottom,  and  hoi  =  and  ps]  yhol  =  and  is 
safe. 

Page  195,  11.  9,  10,  m  =  inn,  lodging. 

Page  196, 11.  1,  2,  in-to  ])e  greade  of  \e  poure  =  unto  (at)  the  sup- 
plication of  the  poor ;  1.  8,  hedinge  =  secresy  ;  cf.  O.E.  hidlingeSy 
secret  places. 

Page  198,  1.  23,  '  coine])  pe '  should  be  come  J)  ye.  The  participle 
yhlissede  is  plural,  the  singular  heing  yUissed  ;  cf.  acorsede,  in  1. 
11. 

Page  203,  1.  5,  ne  =  nor,  seems  wanted  after  uondinge. 

Page  204,  1.  li,  fort  in.  This  word  is  taken  out  of  the  Prench 
text. 

Page  205,  1.  21,  liit  dra^])  to  smac,  maketh  it  tasty. 

Page  207,  1.  9  from  hottom,  talyinde,  Pr.  contant. 

Page  210,  1.  3  from  bottom,  God  ne  is  na^t  goth  to  uede  mid 
leaues,  God  is  not  a  goat  to  be  fed  with  leaves. 

Page  231,  1.  14,  wy-oide  =  ivy]i-oide,  without. 

Page  237,  1.  16,  zik^  =  zi^])  =  sees. 

Page  241,  1.  9,  lied,  an  error  for  Jieald,  held,  esteemed. 

Page  244,  1.  21,  hihere,  an  error  for  ihere,  hear. 

Page  247,  1.  2  from  bottom,  and  his  sselt  do  drinJce,  and  thou 
shalt  cause  them  to  drink. 

Page  248,  1.  2,  ^7^6/3  ==  quel]?  =  welleth,  springeth,  or  wells  up. 

Page  249,  1.  2,  maked  =  make])  =  makes.  The  preterite  would  be 
makede  ;  cf.  p.  248,  1.  29. 

Page  251,  1.  2  from  bottom,  is  spek  =  ich  spek,  I  spake. 

Page  252,  1.  31,  m'lshylefde  ==  mishylefinde  ==  unbelieving  (ones) 
=  unbelievers.  Chaucer  has  misleved  =  misheleued  =  miscreant  : 
but  myshyleuinde  occurs  on  page  69  of  this  work. 

Page  253,  1.  10,  zek])  =  zek:^  =  seeketh ;  1.  11,  uel  ine  Ipe  aye  = 
the  skin  in  the  egg.     The  Mid.  MS.  reads  '  straw  in  the  egg.' 
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Page  254,  11.  16,  19,  ges,  0.  Fr.  ges.  Liens  pour  attacher  les 
oiseaux  de  proie  (Roquefort). 

Page  254,  1.  23.  The  pronoun  hare  (their)  seems  to  require 
men  instead  of  man. 

Page  264,  1.  12,  lie^iclie  clom,^  profound  silence  ;  1.  14,  comyde 
may  be  an  error  for  comynde  =  coming  (  =  is  about  to  come),  or  for 
comep  ==  comes  =  is  coming  ;  1.  22,  chaynen  auere,  chains  of  fire  ; 
auere  =  a.  fire;  1.  30,  comste  =comest  thou;  1.  32,  yse^elpe== 
T/se^e-jje  =  what  didst  thou  see;  1.  34,  bi^ene  on-^olyinde,  intolerable 
burning. 

Page  265,  I.  1,  wantrokiynge  =  lack ;  7van  =  uiij  as  in  O.E. 
wantrusfy  wanliope,  &c.  ;  trockiynge  =  failure,  want.  The  zcan 
seems  to  be  intensitive ;  1.  18,  yuep  youre  =  yeue])  yeare  =  giveth 
ear;  youre  would  signify  yours;  1.  27,  hehn  of  helpe  ==h.ehRet  of 
salvation;  1.  29,  ryuollyche  =  ryi^tuollyche  ==  rightfully,  righteously; 
1.  35,  hit  Iping])  ])e  ==  hit  yinglp  ])et,  it  appeareth  that. 

Page  266,  1.  1,  &e  ca^  =  per-haps,  per-chance;  1.  2,  of-dret  =  oi 
dread  =  adread,  afraid;  1.  6,  loylnynge  of  pe  cojitraye  of  heuene== 
desire  of  the  kingdom  (country)  of  heaven  ;  11.  9 — 11,  Yef .  .  .  stille. 
If  we,  on  account  of  *  God's  Dread '  and  *  Bethinking  of  Death,'  were 
still  (silent),  right  it  is  that  thee  speaking  (whilst  thou  art  speaking) 
we  should  be  much  more  silent;  1.  13,  myd  wylle  =  willingly ;  L  20, 
Ac  and,  but  also  ;  11.  25,  26,  ine  n^  half  ziUinde^  on  the  right  hand 
sitting ;  1.  31,  zodes  =^  zones  ==  of  the  son. 

Page  268,  11.  13, 14,  '  J3«3  .  .  .  zay^  Though  I  understand  some- 
what of  this,  (yet)  for  them  that  listeneth  tell  (in  detail)  of  each  (of 
these  particulars,  i.e.  how  they  live,  enjoy,  &c.,  see  11.  11,  12)  ;  1.  30, 
hy  ziker ■=\jiy\  l)y\e\\  ziker ;  they  are  in  security;  1.  32,  ase  his 
o^ene  of  alle  =  as  is  possessed  by  all. 

Page  269,  1.  2  from  bottom,  supply  and  before  to. 

Page  270,  1.  4,  ]se  prest  jje  =  thou  pridest  thyself;  uele^n 
is  an  error  for  ule-^en  =  flies ;   f  e  worsty  thou  shalt. 
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A!  ah!  51,  71. 

A,  on,  a  fe,  on  the,  12,  64,  114, 
15G,  214. 

Abandones,  free,  247. 

Abatye,  Fr.  ahatre,  to  abate,  less- 
en, 28. 

A.b.c.e.,  1. 

Abegge  (pret  cibo^te),  to  suffer  or 
atone  for,  pay  for,  73.  It  cor- 
responds to  the  later  English 
able;  A.S.  a-hicgan. 

Abide,  J9p.  delayed,  239. 

Abyd,  imp.  delay,  173. 

Abide,  Abyde,  await,  remain,  51, 
113,  194  j  endure,  166  ;  refrain, 
242  ;  A.S.  abidan,  hidan. 

Abide,  Abyde  {jSl.  pret),  abode, 
13. 

Abidejj,  Abydef,  remaineth,  72, 
86;  look  for,  await,  (pi.)  146, 
179. 

Abidinge,  delay,  173. 

Abit,  Abyt,  abideth,  waiteth  for, 
awaiteth,  128,  143,  194,  169, 
211  ;   bear  with,  174. 


Ablent,  blindeth,  16;  ahUnde,  to 
make  blind,  occurs  in  E.  of 
Gloucester,  208 ;  Chaucer  uses 
hlendej  pret.  yhlent,  in  the  same 
sense. 

Abod  {pret  of  Ah}jde\  abode,  de- 
layed, 173. 

AbomjTiable,  49. 

Abot,  Abotte,  abbot,  178,  219; 
Abbotes,  67. 

Aboue,  above,  13,  15,  35. 

Aboute,  about,  30. 

Aboutestondinges,  circumstances, 
174,  175. 

Abstinence,  236. 

Abundance,  261. 

Abyde.    See  Abide. 

Ac,  but,  6,  10,  16,  et  passim. 

Accidye,  sloth,  16. 

Accombringe,  destruction,  ruin, 
182.  The  root  of  this  word  is 
comber,  as  in  encumber,  Du. 
komher,  loss,  adversity.  Ger. 
hummer,  trouble.  0.  Fr.  en- 
combrer,  to  hinder,  vex,  annoy. 
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Acorded,  accorded,  united,  153. 

Acorde]?,  agreeth,  60,  147,  151, 
153  ;  uniteth,  256. 

Acordi,  to  accord,  agree,  151, 152. 

Acorsed,  j9p.  accursed,  66,  138. 

Acorsede,  jyt'et.  accursed  ;  57,  2W- 
pi.  189,  198. 

AcounteJ),  counteth,  137. 

Acquayntonce,  acquaintance,  143. 

Acsede,  asked,  178,  190,  208, 
222,  239. 

Acsest,  askest,  207,  209. 

AcseJ),  sing,  asketh,  demandeth, 
prays  for,  requireth,  53,  54,  99, 

:  109,  180,  209,  221,  jol.  Ill, 
116,  imp.  209. 

Acsi,  Acsy,  Acxy,  to  ask,  de- 
mand, require,  inquire,  claim, 
101,  110,  139,  151,  198,  209, 
214. 

Acsinge,  asking  petition,  ques- 
tion, 208,  209. 

Acsinges,  Acsingges,  askings,  ques- 
tions, petitions,  129. 

Acsynge,  false  claiming,  Fr.  chal- 
enge,  139. 

Active,  199. 

Adaunte]},  tameth,  167 ;  Fr. 
doinpter,  donter,  to  tame,  daunt, 
subdue. 

Adopcion,  Adopcioun,  adoption, 
101,  102,  146. 

Adoun,  downwards,  247. 

Adra3e,  ^9^9.  drawn,  174,  218. 

Adrayngt  =  adreynt,  pp.  drown- 
ed, drenched,  107,  248. 


Adraynkjj  =  maketli  drink,  251  ; 

A.S.    a-drencan,     to     drench, 

drown,  pret.    drende,  pp.  ge- 

drenced. 
Adrenche,  to   drown,    50.     A.S. 

adre7ican. 
Adrenche)),  drowneth,  50. 
Adrengf,  gives  drink,  92. 
Adreynct,  di'owned,  239. 
Adreynten,  pi.  pret.  drowned,  50. 
Aduenture.  See  Auenture. 
Aduersari,  Adversarie,  109,  170, 

238. 
Aduersete,  Aduersite,  Adversetes, 

27,  30,  68,  84,  125,  168,  181, 

182. 
Afaited,    feigned,    212;     0.  Fr. 

afaiter. 
Affayted,  trusting,  75. 
Affeccioun,  affection,  151. 
Afrounti,  to  be    offended,    229  ; 

Fr.  affronter  (from  Lat.  frons, 

the  forehead). 
Age,  5. 
Agelt,  sinneth,  trespasseth,  offend- 

eth  or  sinneth  against,  trans- 
gress, 5,  19,  65,  125. 
Agelt,  ^^;.  sinned,  20. 
Agelte,  to  sin,  commit  trespass, 

15  ;    A.S.    agijltan,   to   offend, 

sin  against. 
Agelte]},  pi.  sin,  6,  72. 
Agerse  =  a  gerse,   in  grass,   36  ; 

A.S.  gers,  gcers. 
Aginne,   Agynne,    to   begin,    32, 

168,  197.  A.S.  agynnan. 
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Aginnyngo,     Aginiiingo,     Agyn- 
iiiiige,  bogimiing,    IG,  31,  IGG, 
107. 
Agonna,  2>J>.  begun,  1G5. 
Agrayjjed,  pj?.   prepared,   14,  56, 
89,  244;    ready,   140;    estab- 
lished, 147. 
AgrayJjeJ),  directs,  orders,  advises, 
81,  119,  125,  138,  140;  deck, 
pi  176,  195,  216. 

Agrayjji,  to  prepare,  set  in  order, 
array,  dress,  direct,  55,  76, 
148,  173;  to  ornament,  216, 
258;  to  set  (sail),  183;  O.K 
greida,  to  make  ready. 

Agrayfinge,  sh.  adorning,  229, 
258. 

Agrayfinges,  decorations,  orna- 
ments, 176,  216,  226. 

Agrund,  on  the  ground,  91. 

Ak,  Ake,  but,  6,  18,  55,  62,  69, 
97.     See  Ac. 

Akse,  ask,  184. 

Aksede,  asked,  239. 

Aksef,  asketh,  demands,  re- 
quires, 13,  18,  103,  109,  163, 
208,  222. 

Aksinge,  asking,  197,  198. 

Aksy,  ask,  113;  see  Acsi,  acsy. 

Akf  acheth,  51. 

Al,  adj,  sing,  all,  13;  sing.,  15. 

Al,  adv.  quite ;  al  uol,  quite  full, 
191;  al  ripe,  quite  ripe,  28; 
al  quic,  quite  alive,  67. 

Al  alsuo,  just  as,  Q(j. 

Alast,  lastly,  last,  69,  118. 


Aid,  old,  16,  48,  104,  124,219. 
Alday,  Aldaye,  adv.  aU  day,  75. 
Ale  =  AUe,  233. 
Alefte,  on  the  left.     Alefthalf,  on 
the    left   side    (on    the    other 
side),  23,  38. 
Alfpeny,  halfpenny,  193. 
Algorisme,    calculation,    compila- 
tion, numbering,  1. 
Alhuet  =  until,  unto,  26,  33,  36, 

51,  74,  109. 
Ali^t,  Aly3t,  enlighteneth,  light- 
eth,  77,  81,  88,  105,  115,  121, 
-122,  185,  249;  kindleth,  66. 
Ali3t,  Aly3t,  j9^9.  enlightened,  105, 

109,  201. 
Ali3te,  Aly3te,  to  enlighten,  109  ; 

A.S.  alihtaUy  to  enlighten. 
Ali3te,  Alj^te,  PJ).  pi.  enlightened, 

201,  243. 
Ali3te]),  enlighteneth,  204,  205  ; 
maketh  bright,  beautiful,  229. 
Ali3tynge = alighting, -enkindling, 

incitement,  221. 
Ali3tynges,  passions,  204. 
Alle,  adj.  pi.  all,   1,  5,  6,  10,  et 

passim. 
Alle,  ^ro?2.  all,  10,  11. 
Allen  (to),  aU,  145,  188. 
Allone,  alone,  142. 
Almi3ti,  almight}^,  1,  5,  12. 
Almoner,  190. 
Alneway,  always,  84,  178. 
Al  on,  the  same,  all  one,  259. 
AloseJ>,  make  famous,  199. 
Alosi,    to    render    famous,     re- 
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nowned,  183.  Cf.  O.E.  los,  fame, 
Fr.  los. 

Alouer,  everywhere,  81. 

Alouwe,  Alowe,  to  praise,  to  be 
praised,  95,  227,  233  ;  0.  Fr. 
dloueVy  to  praise,  from  Lat. 
laus. 

Alozed,  famed,  16. 

Alse,  as,  8,  15. 

Alse-moclie-ase,  Also-moche-ase, 
Alzo-moche-ase,  as  much  as, 
15,  19,  28  ;  A.S.  alswd,  also ; 
for  the  form  alse,  cf.  O.E. 
whose  =  who  so. 

Alsuo,  Alzuo,  also,  51,  57. 

Aljja^,  although,  19. 

Aljjeruerst,  first  of  all,  27,  51. 
Al])e7'  =  alleVj  A.S.  aire,  gen. 
pi.  of  all. 

Al]?erworst,  worst  of  all,  1 7. 

Al-to,  unto,  1,  13,  1 4,  215. 

Altogidere,  all  to  gather,  59. 

Al-wet  =  alhuet^  until,  unto,  197. 

Aly3t,  Aly3te.     See  Ali3t,  Ah3te. 

Amang,  among,  65,  103. 

Amanzinge,  cursing,  excommuni- 
cation, 189  ;  O.E.  amanse,  to 
curse,  from  A.S.  amansumian, 
lit.  to  disjoin,  and  hence  to 
excommunicate. 

Amaystre)),  mastereth,  overpower- 
eth,  129. 

Ambicion,  17,  22. 

Amended,  pp.  30. 

Amendement,  32,  83,  148. 

Amendes,     amercements,     fines. 


debts,   37,    38,   113 ;    amends, 

corrections,  147,  148,  180. 
Amendi,  to  amend,   30,    31,    39, 

40,  74. 
Amendinge,  amendment,  31,  170, 

179,  180. 
Amerd,  marred,  spoiled,  124, 125, 

217  ;    O.H.  Ger.    7narrjanj    to 

hinder,  make  void;  Du.  merren^ 

to  obstruct. 
Amerref,   pi.    mar,    spoil,    130, 

203,  204,  220,  229. 
Amerj?,  Amerrjj,  205,  217. 
Ames,  a  but  162. 
Amesured,  moderated,  tempered, 

258. 
Amesurej?,    moderates,    tempers, 

252. 
Amidde,  Amide,  amid,  128,  143. 
Amonestef,    admonishes,  8,  101, 

102,  128,  145,  195. 
Amote,   ant,   emmet,    141  j    A.S. 

CBmet. 
Ampayri,    impair,    10 ;    Fr.    em- 

pirei\  to  make  worse,  from  Fr. 

pis,  pire,  worse  ;  Lat.  pejor, 
Amydde,  95.     See  Amidde. 
An,  and,  4,  6,  7,  8,  et  passim. 
An,  Ane,  A,  prep,  on,  in,  1,  7,  14, 

51,  156,  214. 
An,   adv.    on,    167,    244;     A.S. 

and  0.  S.  an. 
An,  Ane,  art.  a,  11,  14,   15,    18, 

25,  29,  31,  37,  43,  50,    et  pas- 
sim; ace.  161. 
Ana3t,  nought,  59. 
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Ancheaysoun,  Ancheysoun,  rea- 
son, cause,  47,  258,  259  ;  Fr. 
enchaison. 

And  =any  if,  G5. 

AndzuereJe,  answered,  190. 

Ane,  one,  117. 

Aneuen,  at  last,  1G8. 

Anfermi,  ailirni,  152. 

Aiiginnynge,  beginning,  31. 

Angle,  angel,  20,  21. 

Angles,  angels,  20,  21. 

Angrice,  hurt,  liarm,  146. 

Angrisi,  terrify,  hurt,  harm,  14G. 
A.S.  agr'ysan. 

Anhand,  in  hand,  22,  164. 

Anhaste,  in  haste,  31,  45,  60,  68, 
70,  189. 

Anhe3,  on  high,  high,  85,  95, 
125;  upwards,  45,  46. 

Anhe3e]),  increases,  is  increased, 
49. 

Anhe3i,  exalt,  elevate,  raise,  23 ; 
from  O.E.  7^63,  high;  A.S.  heg, 
heahf  high. 

Anhet,  heated,  kindled,  108,  131 ; 
A.S.  On-hoetan,  to  heat,  in- 
flame. 

Anhonged,  hanged,  241,  cf.  Eng. 
an-hanged. 

Aiihonge]),  hangeth,  51. 

Anhongi,  to  hang ;  A.S.  an- 
hon,  to  hang. 

Anhyaldi,  Anhyealde,  pp.  =an- 
healde  =  an  -  halden,  with- 
holden,  forbidden,  152. 

Anioynj,  to  enjoin,  172. 


Anlicli,  like  to,  186. 

Anliche,  Anlyche,  ijuage,  like- 
ness, 145. 

AnUcned,  Anlycned,  Anlikned, 
Anlykned,  compared,  likened, 
like  to,  61,  66,  101,  227,  232. 

Anlicnesse,  Anliknesse,  Anlyc- 
nesse,  likeness,  87,  88,  100, 
101,  105,  111,  145,  201,  244; 
A.S.  an-Uc  nes. 

Anlicny,  Anlykny,  to  be  like  to, 
resemble,  101  ;  compare,  157, 
261. 

Anliknef,  Anlykne]),  is  like  to, 
16,  32,  81  ;  compareth,  91  ; 
are  hke  to,  242. 

Anlyke,  alike,  227.  1 

Anone,  in  none,  132. 

Anojjerne  {ace),  another,  162. 

Anofre,  def.  another,  25,  175. 

Ano]?ren,  Anojjrene  {ace),  an- 
other, 91,  155,  175,  186,  249. 

Anofres,  anothers,  197. 

Anoy,  sh.  267. 

Anoylinge,  anointing  14. 

Anoy]?,  annoyeth,  162  ;  It.  an- 
noiare,  from  Lat.  in  odio. 

Ansuere,  answer,  194,  214. 

Ansuerede,  Ansurede,  answered, 
178,  208,  239. 

Ansuere]?,  answer,  56,  264. 

Ansuerie,  Ansuerye,  Answery, 
to  answer,  67,  213. 

Ansuerie]?,  159. 

Ant,  and,  68. 

Antempered,     attempered,     224. 
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The  author  seems  to  confound 
the  an  in  this  word  with  the 
an  or  a  in  anliongi,  anJieyi,  &c. 

Anpayri,  impair,  237. 

Anuenymed,  envenomed,  poi- 
soned, 50. 

AnuenymeJ),  poisons,  27. 

Aparceiuy,  to  perceive,  131. 

Aparceyuejj,  perceive,  57. 

Apayref,  impairs,  237. 

Apeluchier,  253. 

Apert,  Aperte,  open,  clear,  plain, 
11,  134,  203. 

Aperteliche,  openly,  13,  26,  59, 
70,  96,  162,  201,  244. 

Apocahpse,  14,  183. 

Apostate,  19. 

Apostel,  41,  213. 

Apropred,  appropriated,  40,  41, 
120,  235. 

Aqueme,  to  please.     See  Queme. 

Aquench,  imp.  quench,  130. 

AquencJ),  quencheth,  207. 

Aquitti,  acquit,  set  free,  137. 

Aquyked,  j^p-  kindled,  203,  from 
quyk  ==  quick,  alive. 

Aquytte}),  acquit,  release,  pay, 
36. 

Arblast,  Arblaste,  arbalast,  47,  71. 

Arbytres,  arbitress,  154. 

Archangle,  1.^ 

Archer,  45. 

Ardontliche,  ardently,  51. 

Aredy,  Already,  ready,  121. 

Arere,  raise  up,  elevate,  stir  up, 
excite,  31,  61,65,74,178,179, 


210;  imp.  156,  217  ;  siihj.  217. 
Arerede,  Arered,  pret.   and  p^?. 

raised,   14,   24,   86,  200,  203, 

239. 
Areref,  raiseth,  23,  85, 129 ;  raise, 

pL,  66,  125;  exaggerate,  136. 
Ar^nesse,  timidity,  slowness,  32  ; 

A.S.  earg,  inert,  timid,  evil. 
Arijt,  Ary^t,  aright,  70,  74. 
Ari3t-half;    Ary3t-half;    on    the 

right  side,  on  the  one  side,  on 

this  side,  23,  38,  40. 
Arise,    ^V^/.    35  ;    imp.    51  ;    pp). 

arisen,  24,  121. 
Arise]?,  sing,  ariseth,  52  ;    arise, 

pi.,  57. 
Arist,  ariseth,  lusteth,  30,  47,  49, 

50,  186. 
Arize,  arise.     See  Arise. 
Arizef,  arise,  pi.,  56. 
Arizinge,    resurrection,    13,    14; 

rising,  52  ;    lustful  emotions  or 

desires,  11;  emotion,  147. 
Arizinges,  lusts,  9. 
Armes,  162,  165,  265. 
Armejj,  armeth,  25,  111,  180. 
Armure,  170,  203,  240. 
Am,  eagle,  61  ;  A.S.  earn. 
Aros,  arose,  7,  13,  173. 
Arrogance,  21. 
Art,  65. 

Article,  12  ;  articles,  252. 
Arwe,  arrow,  Q)Q. 
Asayd,  tried,  essayed,  117,  142. 
Asayled,  pp.  assailed,  157. 
Asaylede,  p)ret.  assailed,  249. 
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AsayloJ),  assailelli,  17,  31,  157, 
16G,  1G8,  181,  182. 

Asayli,  to  assail,  1G9 

Asaylinges,  assaults,  84, 117,  166, 
207. 

Asayjj,  essayetli,  168. 

Ascaped,  escaped,  IGG. 

Ascape]),  Askape]),  escapeth,  flee 
away,  180,  209,  210. 

Ascapie,  Askapie,  escape,  56, 
131,  172. 

Ase,  as,  6,  7,  8,  et  pasdm. 

Ase-moche-ase,  as  much  as,  9, 
97. 

Ase-wel,  as  well,  256. 

Aslaky,  to  slacken,  253. 

Aslepe,  asleep,  199. 

Asoyli,  absolve,  172. 

Asoyny,  to  strive,  busy,  242. 

Aspid,  Aspide,  espied,  seen,  142, 
191. 

Aspief,  Asepief,  look  after, 
watch,  253,  255. 

Aspiinges,  Avatcbings,  spyings, 
117. 

Aspijj,  spietb,  173. 

Assencion,  213. 

Asterue,  kill  (by  depriving  of 
food),  240. 

Asterued,  starved,  enfamisbed, 
240. 

AstoneJ),  astonish,  130. 

Astonie,  astonish,  12G,  257  j  as- 
tonish is  Fr.  estonner  (Lat.  at- 
tonare,  to  thunder  at),  to  as- 
tonish, amaze  ;  but  astonie,  0. 


E.  stounie,  to  dull  the  senses, 

is  from   the   A. 8.    stunian,   to 

strike,  stun. 
Astoref,  victualeth,  112. 
Astorie,    store   up,  victual,    136. 

M.  of  Gloucester  uses  as-tore,  to 

store   (a  place),   11.    375,   385  ; 

Fr.     estorer,    to    erect,    build, 

garnish ;  Lat.  instaurare,  to  re- 
pair, renew. 
Astranglede,  strangled,  48. 
Astrangle]?,  strangleth,  65. 
Astrangli,  to  strangle,  50. 
Astru]?,  destroys,  17=  astrude])  1 

A.S.     strudan,    to    rob,    spoil, 

ravage. 
Asummed,   reached  the  summit, 

completed,  168. 
Atamed,  subdued,  152. 
Ate,  at,  13,  14,  et  joassim. 
Ate-laste,  lastly,  104. 
Atempres,    Attempre,  temperate, 

moderated,  24,  153,  254. 
Atenende,  Ate-ende,  lastly,  128, 

162. 
Ate-uerste,  firstly,  127. 
Afe,  on  the,  242. 
Atrayt,  O.Fr.  atrayt,  continuously, 

protractedly,  50. 
Atuy tinge,  blame,  reproof,  194. 
Atuy tinges,  reproaches,  194. 
At^vyt,     reproacheth,    reproveth, 

66. 
Atwyte,   Attwyte,    to    reproach, 

reprove,  twit,  198  ;    A.  S.  Oit- 

witan,  ivHan,  to  blame. 
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Atwytinge,  reproacliing,  twitting, 

65,  194. 
Auarice,  16,  34,  38,  102,  147. 
Aube,  priest's  vesture,  236.    This 

word  is  the  same  as  alh,  a  white 

robe. 
Auenture,  adventure,  hap,  chance, 

18,  20,  27,  168. 
Auer,  a-fire,  on  fire,  205. 
Auere,  fiery,  264. 
Auerst,  delayingly,  in  delay,  32, 

161 ;  A.S.  fi/rst,  first,  a  space  of 

time,  delay,  respite. 
Auerst,    adv.    first,    5,    20,    32, 

46. 
Auocat,  advocate,  127. 
Auoncejj,  advanceth,  68. 
Auonci,  to  advance,  82. 
Auontage,  advantage,  209,  210. 
Auore,  before,  271. 
Auoreye,  Auorye,  towards,  with, 

before,    against,  as  regards,  as 

to,  1,  18,  24,    124,    129,   168, 

172,     186,     207,     213,     222. 

Auoreye  ==  auore-aye;  auore  = 

before ;  aye  =  again,  towards. 
Auoud,    avowed,    acknowledged, 

101. 
Auouerie,  Auoerie,  adoption,  101, 

146  ;  Fr.  avouer,  to  avow;  Lat. 

advocare. 
Autorite,  authority,  147,  221. 
Awakede,  woke,  128,  199. 
Awar^ede,  shrewd,  wicked,  cursed, 

27  ;  A.S.  awerged,  accursed. 
AwrecJ),  Awrekf,  wreketli,  taketh 


vengeance,    punishes,    68,    73, 
115,  147.     /S^ee  Wreke. 

Awreke,  J9/;.  punished,  74,  83. 

Awreke,  avenge,  punish,  9,  59, 
76. 

Awrekinge,  vengeance,  8. 

Awynne,  regain,  85. 

Ayans  =  ay  ens,  against,  6. 

Ajdev  =  either,  each,  53. 

Aye  ==  ayen,  against,  1,  5,  6,  7,  ef 
passim;  as  to,  24  ;  towards, 
146. 

Ayeanward,  on  the  contrary,  49. 

Ayen,  back,  again,  36,  56,  58, 
85 ;  against,  170. 

Ayen-bite,  remorse,  1. 

Ay  ens,  against,  6,  18,  29,  98,  115  ; 
towards,  156,  163. 

Ayen-uallinge,  apostasy  (again- 
falling),  116. 

Ayen-ward,  Aye-ward,  on  the  con- 
trary, 48,  49,  56. ' 

Ayen-we3e,  again-weigh,  consider, 
57. 

Ayen-wy3te,  down-bearing,  247. 

Ayen-yefte,  Ayen-yef])e  (again- 
gift),  recompense,  120. 

Ayen-yerne,  recur,  run  to,  220. 
See  Yerne. 

Azenkte,  ^j»re^.  caused  to  sink, 
49. 

Azet,  setteth,  setteth  out,  140. 

Aze  wel,  as  well,  89. 

Azide,  aside,  216. 

A3t,  ought,  194. 

A3t,  owe,  137. 
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B 

13al,  ball,  179. 

Balance,  balance,  peril,  30,  91. 

Bald,  for  heald,  bold,  105. 

Barat,  bargain,  also  fraud,  deceit, 
39,  46,  61,  75,  82;  O.Fr. 
bareter,  to  lie,  cheat,  beguile  ; 
Sp.  haratar^  to  truck,  exchange. 

Bargayn,  unfair  dealing,  9;  O.Fr. 
harguiner,  to  chaffer,  also  to 
wrangle,  haggle. 

Baronage,  58. 

Baronyes,  38. 

Baroun,  38. 

Baroiins,  38,  85. 

Baselycoc,  basilisk,  28  ;  Gr. 
PaaikiffKog,  a  king.  This  form 
of  the  word  is  used  by  Chaucer 
in  the  "  Persones  Tale." 

Batayle,  battle,  83,  117,  167, 
249. 

Batayles,  91. 

Bafe]),  bathes,  167. 

Baylifs,  bailiffs,  1 22  ;  Lat.  bajulus, 
Mid.  Lat.  bajula,  1,  a  bearer  ; 
2,  a  nurse  ;  3,  a  tutor.  From 
bajulus  comes  Fr.  bailli. 

Bayly es,  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
bailiff  (a  term  once  applied  to 
persons  holding  high  offices,  as 
regents,  &c.) ;  hence  a  king- 
dom, 26. 

Bay)?,  buys,  23,  76,  90,  91,  194, 
241.    See  Begge,  to  buy. 

Be,  by,  1,  6,  7,  8,  et  passim  ;  for. 


13;  though,   12;    A.S.    be,  bi, 

bi(j. 
Beat,  beatcth,  30,  69,  116. 
Beate,  tobeat,  210,  236. 
Bea^,  bowed,   239  ;    A.S.   bugaUy 

beogan    [pt.     beak,    beag,  pp. 

bogen,  hugen). 
Beca3t,   pp.    beguiled,    ensnared, 

54,  125. 
Becharme,  charmeth,  257. 
Beches,  beech  trees,  23. 
Beclepie]),  Beclepjj,  embraceth,  88. 
Beclepiejj,  pi.  plead  for,  40. 
Becleppe,  to  embrace,  clip,   46  ; 

A.S.  be-dyppan. 
Becleppe,  to  raise  a  clatter,  ^^ ; 

A.S.    clappan,  to  clap,  move  ; 

cf.  O.E.  dappe,  talk. 
Becleppe]),  clasps,  embraces,  15. 
Becleppinge,  embrace,  96. 
Beclept,  79/).  embraced,  15. 
Beclepte,  pret.  embraced,  240. 
Becom,  became,  6,  240. 
Become]?,  pi.  become,  78,  92. 
Becomf,  becomes,  19,  43,  51,  91. 
Bed,  prayed,  191,  215  ;  A.S.  bmd, 

pret.  of  biddan,  to  pray. 
Bed,  31  ;  obliq.  cas.  bedde,  177. 
Bedeawe]?,    bedewej*,  moisteneth, 

95,116. 
Bedele,  messenger,   37. 
Bedeles,   39,   43;    A.S.   bgdeJ,  a 

preacher,  messenger;  Eng.  bea- 
dle. 
Bedes,  prayers,  141  ;  A.S.  bedy  a 

prayer. 
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Begge,   to  buy,    17,    23,   36,   41, 
44,    78,    83;    to    redeem,    95; 
A.S.   hijcgan,  to  buy. 
Eeggeres,  beggars,  36. 
Begge]?,  buys,  36,   44,  139  ;  buy, 

pi  39,  41. 
Eegginge,  buying,  38. 
Beginne,  to  begin,  150. 
Beginnejj,    pi.     begin,     17,     66, 

119. 
Beginnynge,  Begynnynge,  begin- 
ning, 70,  72,  76,  97. 
Begin]?,   Begyn]?,  begins,  51,  65, 

67,  88,  99,   108,  131,  181. 
BegynneJ),  pi.  1 7. 
Begonne,   2   pers.   j^ret.   sing,  be- 

ganst,  71. 
Begyled,  p)p.  beguiled,  76. 
Begylef,  beguiletli,  16. 
Behat,  promises,    64,    170,    179, 
181,  183,  201  ;    A.S.    hehdtan, 
to    promise,  vow  (pret.    hehdt, 
pp.  hehaten). 
Beheste,   promise,   vow,   67,  144, 

225  ;  A.S.  hllues. 
Behcstes,  ^9?.  of  heheste,  98. 
Beliinde,  Beliynde,    behind,    10, 

45,   130. 
Behofsam,  needful,  99,  192;  A.S. 

hehofian,  to  behove,  to  need. 
Behorewed,  defiled,  dirtied,  237. 
Behot,    promises,    97,    179.     See 

Behat. 
Behote,  inf.  to  promise,  162. 
Behote,  pp.  promised,  13,  65,  67  ; 
vowed,  231. 


Behote]?,   promiseth,  40,   42 ;  j>?. 

promise,  65. 
Beho tinge,  entreaty,  207. 
Behotinges,  p)l.   of  hehotinge,  40, 

42. 
Behouede,  ^;reif.  behoved,  128. 
Behouef,  behoveth,  58,  79. 
Beknaulechinge,    confession,    ac- 
knowledging, 32,  77. 
Beknaust,  confessest,  100. 
Beknawe,    helmoiu,    confess,     69, 

123,  132  ;    A.S.   he-cndwan,  to 

know. 
Beknawe]?,  pi.  acknowledge,  132. 
Beknawynge,  knowledge,  126. 
Bekneu,  acknowledged,  215,  216. 
Beleaue,   Beleue,   Byleaue,  belief, 

2,    11,    14,   19,   29,   72,    106, 

123. 
Beleaue,  Beleue,  Bileaue,  believe, 

12,  13,  151,  203. 
Belef]?,  believeth,  19,  139,  151. 
Beloke,  comprehended,  97  ;    A.S. 

helucan,  to  lock  up,  enclose. 
Beles,    boils,     224 ;     Du.    huUc, 

boil,  swelling. 
Beleuinge,    abiding,     continuing, 

176.    See  Bleue,  Bleuinge. 
Belonge]?,  appertain  to,  12,  17. 
Belouk]?,  includes,  99. 
Bench,  130. 

Bend,  bond,  tie,  48    (tie  of  mar- 
riage), 220. 
Bendes,  bonds,  77 ;    A.S.  hend,  a 

bond,  band. 
Bene      (/),      prayer,       petition ; 
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Dencn,    jtl.   praytrs,    petitions, 
3,  99,  102,  114.     A.8.  hen. 
Benefices,  42,  96. 
Leneficos,  bonefits,  9G. 
Bones,  prayers,   petitions,  25,  51, 
74,  90,  97,  105,  180. 

Bene)jo,  beneath,  108,  126. 

Benime,  Benyme,  to  rob,  deprive 
of,  steal,  39,  59,  68,  79,  86, 
117,  181.     Sec  Wima,  Nyme. 

BenimJ),  BenymJ?,  Benimejj,  Be- 
nyme]?, 3nl  2^crs.  sing,  and  pi. 
of  benime,  23,  29,  32,  38,  39, 
68,  76,  77,  79,  86,  108,  218, 
223,  248. 

Benome,  taken  from,  143. 

Benote]),  employs,  uses,  90  ;  A.S. 
oiotUy  use  ;  hl-niotan,  to  enjoy ; 
notian,  make  use  of,  employ. 

Bequide,  bequest,  will,  112;  A.S. 
be-C'wedan,  to  bequeath  ;  cicide, 
a  testament,  judgment. 

Bekuydes,  bequests,  wills,  38. 

Berdonc,  burden,  84,  141. 

Bere,  a  bear,  14,  15,  60. 

Bere,  to  bear,  8,  21,  56,  83, 
118;  wear,  90;  enjoy,  possess, 
101. 

Bere,  1st  j;.  sing,  bear,  64 ;  2nd 
2').  sinrf.  borcst,  20 ;  suhj.  ives. 
may  bear,  217. 

Bere,  barley,  141;  A.S.  here; 
barley  =  bere  -f  lie  (older  forms, 
harlicjherelich)  ;  the  //c=A.S. 
leac  =  plant,  leek  ;  cf.  garUcA', 
hemlocJi  (old  form  lienilic). 


liere-blisse,  Bear-bliss,  72. 
Berejj,    Berjj,   bears,   produces,   8, 
20,  29,  78,  88,   97,   195,   217; 
2,1.  bear,  97,  231. 
Berieles,     tondj,    sepulchre,     12, 
26,   228;   A.S.    hyrgels,  a  se- 
pulchre. 
Berinde,  bearing,  96,  144. 
Beringo,  birth,  130,  213. 
Beringe,  burial,  5. 
Berke,  to  bark  at,  179. 
Bernde,  burnt,  242. 
Berne,  to  burn,   163,   173,  225  ; 

suhj.  2^res.  212. 
Bernes,    barns,     30 ;    A.  S.    hern, 

(=  here-ern,    a  store-house  for 

barley). 
Bernef,   Bern)?,   sing,    burns,   j>7. 

burn,  43,  74,  204,  206,  229. 
Bernide  ==  Berninde  =  burning, 

211. 
Berninde,  Bernynde,  burning,  49, 

73,  107,  173,  203,  205,  207. 
Beriiindeliche,  ardently,  31. 
Berninge,  sh.  burning,  205,  206. 
Bernston,  brimstone,  49,  130. 
BerobbeJ),  p)l'  rob,  39. 
Ber^e,  save,  preserve,  197,  251. 
Besme,  broom,  172  ;  A.S.  hesma, 

a  broom,  hesom  ;   hesmas,  rods  ; 

S.  Prov.  Eng.  hissani,  the  heath 

plant. 
Besmet,    Besmetted,    defiled,    be- 

smutted,    32,    229;     A.S.    he- 

sniitan,  to  besmut,  defile. 
Besnewed,   made  white  as  snow. 
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81  j    hesnewed   seems  to   stand 

for  hesneaived. 
Besset  =  be-shiit,    enclosed,    94 ; 

included,  97;    A.S.  scyttan,  to 

lock  up. 
Besset,   shut,   231  ;    kept  secure, 

232.   See  Ssete,  to  enclose,  263. 
Best,    beast,    4,    14,    51;     obliq. 

case,  heste,  2,  14,  15. 
Besteriinge,  emotions,  263. 
'Bestes,  beasts,  82. 
BestrepeJ?,  Bestrep]?,  root  up,  123, 

127,  144,  150,  185,  201  ;  A.S. 

best ry pan,  to  strip. 
Bet,  better,  195. 
Betake,  ^9/:).  assigned,  198;  taken, 

247  ;  A.S.  hetcGcan,  to    assign, 

commit. 
BetakeJ),  j^/.  assign,  36;  give,  235. 
Betere,    better,    7,   16,    24,    100, 

102. 
BetocneJ),  Betoknejj,  sing,  and  pi. 

betokeneth,  betoken,   15,    203, 

222,  236. 
Betoke,    sid)j.    sliould    give,     89, 

134. 
Betokned,  pp.    betokened,     199, 

203,  236. 
Betoknede,  pret.  betokened,  236. 
Betuene,    Betune,    between,    66, 

210. 
BeJ),  bath,  74;  A.S.  heed,  he^ian, 

to  bathe. 
Befench,  imp.  remember,  hethinh, 

130,  146. 
Be]?enche,  remind,  101 ;  bethink, 


174,  178;  repent,    172;    A.S. 
hG]iencan. 

Be]?encheJ?,  imp,  bethink,  con- 
sider, 81,  242. 

Bejjenchinge,  hethinking,  memory, 
remembrance,  105,  188,  203  ; 
repentance,  thought,  fore- 
thought, 183,  184,  233. 

BefengJ?,  hethinks,  remembers, 
considers,  reminds,  18,  100, 
152,  177,  246. 

Be]?03te,  bethought,  156. 

Beualle,  befall,  107,  118. 

Beualle,  pp.  befallen,  49. 

BeualJ),  befalls,  174. 

Beuealde,  befolded,  wrapped,  188 ; 
A.S.  hefecdden,  befolded. 

Beuelejj,  pi  defile,  228. 

Beuelst,  defilest,  230. 

Beueljj,  defileth,  178,  229;  A.S. 
hefulan,  to  defile;  hejyled,  de- 
filed. 

Beuelynge,  defamation,  false  ac- 
cusation. It  signifies,  literally, 
defiling,  40. 

Beuil,  befell,  191. 

Beulaje]?,  flay,  hence  to  fleece, 
rob,  plunder,  38  ;  A.S.  heflean, 
pret.  heflog,  to  flay. 

Beulea|),  pi.  heulect'^e]),  rob,  fleece, 
182,  218;  see  Beula3e]?. 

Beulef,  pi.  avoid,  61. 

Beuliynge,  be-flying,  eschewing, 
avoiding,  121. 

Beulo^e,  p)l.  pret.  avoided,  re- 
nounced, 77,  78. 
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Beiily,    Belli i,   to   fly    from,    flee, 

avoid,  9,   15,  GO,  74,   8G,  121, 

139,     178,     179,    205;     A.8. 

hefleon  (hejleotjan),  to  flee  awtay, 

escape. 
I>eiily3]?,    Beuly^t,    avoiJetli,    73, 

75,  13G,  22G. 
Lewepe,  to  weep. 
BewepJ),  beweepetli,  51. 
Beyende,  beyond,  1G5. 
Beyete,  begotten,  130,   147,  224; 

A.S.   he-get  an  (pt.   hegeat,   pp. 

hegeaten),  to  beget. 
Bezeche,  beseech,  194. 
Bezeche]),   Bezechi]?,  ^>/.  beseech, 

98,  lOG,  115. 
Bezechinge,  petition,  97,  IIG. 
Bezechinges,  petitions,  97  ;    com- 
plaints, 39. 
Bezek]),  beseecheth,  117. 
Bezenge,  singe,  230 ;  A.S.    hesen- 

gan,  to  singe. 
Bezengjj,    singes,    230. 
Bezet,  placed,  beset,  102,  152. 
Bezest,  bcsettest,  213. 
Bezetto,    inf.    to    beset,     occupy, 

214. 
Bezettef,  besetteth,  207. 
Bezide,  beside,  105,  126,  220,240. 
Bezuyke,  79/9.   beguiled,  76  ;  A.S. 

beswican,  to   beguile,   deceive ; 

O.E.  swike,  to  deceive,  swikere, 

a  deceiver. 
Bezuykere,  traitor,  171. 
Bezuykinge,  Bezuykyinge,  treason, 

28,  43  ;  deceit,  61. 


Bezuykiinge-s,  Bezuykynges, 

frauds,  23,  61. 

Jjczyinge,  be-seeing,  forethought, 
183,  184. 

Bi,  be,  49,  105,  135,  13G,  1G3, 
177,  220. 

Bide  =  hldJe,  imp.  in'ay,  210. 

Bidde,  we,  let  us  pray,  127  ;  2nd 
pers  suhj.  114. 

Bidde,  Bydde,  pray,  entreat,  sup- 
plicate, 1,  5,  7,  49,  52,  87,  99, 
194,  207,  209,  210,  211,  212; 
A.S.  hiddan. 

Bidde  I?,  prayeth,  211. 

Biddef,  Byddef,  p)!.  pray,  99,  113, 
114,  116,117,  210,  219;  imp. 
209. 

Biddinde,  praying,  219. 

Biddinge,  command,  12 ;  en- 
treaty,  194. 

Biddinges,  Biddynges,  commands, 
38,  42;  prayers,  219. 

Bied,  Bie]7,  Byejj,  are,  138,  157, 
200,  204. 

Bihote.     See  Behote. 

Biginnynge,  beginning,  138. 

Bileaue,  Byleaue,  Byleue,  belief, 
19,  176,  186. 

Bint,  binds,  15,  33. 

Bisemere,  scorn;  p)l.  hisemereSj 
hisemers,  mockings,  derisions, 
22,  52,  58,  156;  A.S.  hismery 
reproach,  mockery. 

Bisemere]},  mocketh,  22;  A.S. 
hismerian,  to  mock,  insult. 

Bisihede,  care,  228. 
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Bismol,  busi-ful,  officious,  226. 

Bissop,  bishop,  189. 

Bissopes,     Bissoppes,     Bissoppe, 

189,  191,  236. 
Bissopriches,  bishopricks,  42. 
Bist,  biddest,  209. 
Bisye,  busy,  officious,  58. 
Bisyhede,    Bysiliede,     Bysyliedc, 
labour,    care,    164,    228;    pas- 
time, 231. 
Bit,   Byt,  prayeth,    asketh,    110, 
114,  116,  134,  209,  211,  218, 
222. 
Bit,  biddeth,  116,  145. 
Bite,  sh.  bite,  morsel,  223. 
Biter,     Byter,    sing,    bitter,    82, 

211. 
Bitere,  j^?.  bitter,  83. 
Biterhede,  Byterhede,  bitterness, 

28. 
Biternesse,    bitterness,    15,    139, 

172. 
Bite]),  pi  bite,  70. 
Bitinde,  biting,  pungent,  143. 
Biualjj,  befalls,  57. 
Blame,  23. 

Blame]),  blameth,  17,  137. 
Blamye]),  pi  blame,  59,  79. 
Blasfemef,  blaspheme,  30. 
Pdasfemie,  to  blaspheme,  70. 
Blasfemies,    Blasfemyes,   blasphe- 
mies, 45,  69. 
Blasfemye,  blasphemy,  57,  69. 
Blimp,  puffs,  32. 
Blawe,  blow,  168. 
BlawGp.pl  blow,  24. 


Bleche,  pale,  53  ;  A.S.  hide,  pale  ; 

hlcecan,  to  fade,  bleach.      The 

root  still  exists  in  blight. 
Blechest,  hurtest,  147. 
Bleche]),  injures,  defaces,  40, 115  ; 

harms,     injures,     238 ;     A.S. 

blceco,    spot;    hlatcJi,   a  blotch. 

Shoreham  uses    blolcne,   to   be 

disfigured. 

The  thridde  day  ho  (Christ)  aros  a3eyn 
Of  the   throu^    (tomb)    ther   men  hi  no 

leyde,  in  tokene 
That,  man,  thi  body  arise  schel 
Of  deithe  nanmore  to  blohne.  (p.  4.) 

Blefde,  Blefte,  remained,  12,  59, 
190. 

BlefJ)  =  bi-leveth,  remains,  abides, 
30,47,91,177;  A.S.  be-Ufnn 
(pret.  belmfde),  to  leave. 

Bleften,^;/.  remained,  189. 

Blench,  change,  130;  Blench  is 
the  soft  form  of  blink. 

Blende]),  ^^Z.  make  blind,  33 ; 
A.S.  blendian,  to  blind. 

Blest,  blast,  203;  A.S.  bl'ad, 
blast. 

Ble])eliche,  joyfully,  quickly,  read- 
ily, 20,  50,  65,  100,  102,  177. 

Ble])elaker,  more  quickly,  readily, 
69, 140, 180;  A.S.  blide,  blithe, 
joyful. 

Bleue  =  bileue,  to  remain,  con- 
tinue, endure,  120,  203,  225, 
245  ;  persevere,  232  ;  remain 
in  (curl),  177  ;  A.S.  belcefan,  to 
leave.   See  Blefde,  Blefte.    Th@ 
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O.E.  hlleve,   hehve,  signifies  to 

remain,  abide,  continue. 
Bleuindeliclie,  perse veringly,  141, 

208. 
Eleuinge,    abiding,    continuance, 

dwelling,  47,  72  ;  perseverance, 

constancy,  215,  232. 
Elisfolle,  blissful,  75,118. 
Llisse,    Blysse,   Blysce,  /.    bliss, 

14,71,  90. 
Blissede,  adj.  clef,  blessed,  70,  87. 
Blissen,  blessings,  blisses,  93. 
Blisses,  blessings,  77. 
Blissinge,  blessing,  97,  183,  243. 
Blissinges,  blessings,  97. 
Blisuol,  blisfid,  148. 
Blisuolle,    def.   /.    blisful,     118, 

18G. 
Blisuolliche,  blisfully,  94. 
Blife,    glad,    87,     132;     ready, 

eager,  85. 
Blod,   blood,    1,  41,    87;   ohUq. 

case,  Mode,  hloode,  107,  111. 
Blody,  bloody,  46. 
Blondere,     flatterer,     one     wlio 

speaks  blandly,  Gl. 
Blonderes,  flatterers,  60,  61,  177. 
Blondinge,  flattery,  10,  57,  75. 
Blondingges,  141.    ^' With.  Hand- 
ing ne  with,  boste."  Shoreliam's 

Poems,  p.  14. 
Blynde,  ^:>Z.  blind,  56. 
Blyssedliede,  bliss,  97. 
Blyssinges,  blessings,  97. 
Boc,  book,  1,  2,  5,  14,  70,  124. 
Bocherie,  butchery,  slaughter,  64. 


Fr.  houclicr,  from  hoc,  a  goat 
Boc-house,  library,  1. 
Bocle,  buckle,  236. 
r>odi,  body,  23G. 
Bodilich,  bodily,  200. 
Bodiliche,    Bodylyche,    adj.    itl. 

bodily,  90,  119,  212. 
Bodye,  body,  10,  14. 
Bodyes,  bodies,  8. 
Bodylich,  adj.  s'ukj.  bodily,   72  ; 

corporeal,  111,   146. 
Bok,  book,  42. 
Bokes,  books,  42,  61. 
Bolde,  p/.  bold,  forward,  216. 
Boldeliche,  adv.  boldly,  34,  63. 
BonteJ),  bolteth,  sifteth,   93  ;    cf. 

S.  Prov.  Eng.  Ijunt,  to  sift  corn ; 

Eng.  hunting,  from  Bret,  hunta, 

Eng.  hunt,  to  knock,  push. 
Bor,  boar,  69. 
Bord,  Borde,  table,  235. 
Bore,  jpj:>.  born,  221. 
Borgesye,  citizenship,  161. 
Borgeys,  Borgeyse,  burgess,  citi- 
zen, 161,  216. 
Boryeis,  citizen,  161. 
Bor}dnde,     piercing,    66;     A.S. 

horian,  to  bore. 
Bor^ef,  take  in  pledge,  36. 
Bosme,  bosom,  163. 
Bost,  beast,  71. 
Bosyne,  sound,  137;  A.S.  hijsen, 

command. 
Bote,  but,  only,  except,  5,  22,  65, 

72. 
Boterel,  toad,  187. 
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Bote-yef,    except,    6,    7,    10,  et 

ixissim. 
Botnie,  bottom,  140  ;  A.S.  hotm. 
Botoiin,  button,  86,  134. 
P)0iier3e  ='bor3e,  save,  134. 
Bougeren,  heretics,  258. 
Bougre,  heretic,  19. 
Bougres,  heretics,   69,    134   (it  is 

derived  from  the  Bulgarians,  a 

Slavonian  tribe). 
Boundes,  limits,  207. 
Boune,  O.Fr.  a  reed,  rule,  150. 
Bourdedest,  jestedest,  20. 
Boure,   chamber,  226  ;  A.S.  hur. 
Bon3e,   to   obey,  be   obedient  to, 

bow  to,  8,  20,  21,  68,  140. 
Bou^ef,  pi.    obey,   143;   shj.  68; 

A.  S.  hugan,  to  bend. 
Bou^inde,  prone,    lit.  bending  to, 

157. 
B0U3,  im^j.  obey,  194. 
Bou3inge,  sh.  bending,  inclining, 

153. 
B0U3J?,  inclineth,  154  ;   obeys,  20, 

140,  141. 
B03,  bough,  2,  3,  4,  17,  65 ;  bo3e, 

ohliq.  case,  22,  23,  58. 
Bo3es,  boughs,  3,  4,   17,   65,  68, 

191,  219. 
Bo3e,  bow,  45. 
Bo3en,  pret.  pi.  obeyed,  84. 
Bo3sam,  obedient,  59.     This  word 

still   exists,    in    huxom,    O.E. 

hoghsam,  hughsom. 
Bo3samliche,  obediently,  70. 
Bo3samnesse,  obedience,  101,140, 


147,  217. 
Bo3te,  bought,  133. 
Bo3]5,  B0U3J7,  obeys,  184. 
Boystoyse,  boisterous,  103. 
Brayinde,  howling,  roaring,  73. 
Bread,  bread,  113;  ohliq.  c.  bread e, 

113,  235. 
Brec])  =  breaks,  40. 
Brech-gerdel,  a  girdle,  205. 
Bredale,  bridal, wedding,  118,  223. 
Bredales,  marriages,  75. 
Brede,  breadth,  105. 
Bredgome,  bridegroom,  233. 
Brek,  broke,  1 6. 
Breke,  to  break,  51,  52,  116. 
Jjveken,  jyt.  2^1'  broke,  64,  213. 
Jjiekep,  2)1.  break,  41. 
Brekf,  breaks,  7,  8,  16,  41,  178. 
Brekinge,  breach,  48,  261. 
Brckynde,  brittle,  breaking,  82. 
Bren,  bran,  210. 
Brenge,  17122).  j^Z.  bring  ye,  1. 
Brenge,  to  bring,  87. 
BrengeJ),  2^1-  brmg,  33,  83. 
BrengJ?,  brings,    118,    128,    141, 

218. 
Brenston,  brimstone,  73. 
Bres,  brass,  203. 
Bvidel, ohliq.  case,  bridle,  249, 254. 
Bri3t,  bright,  pure,  74. 
Bri3te,  adj.pl.  pure,  73,  108. 
Bri3te,  adv.  clearly,  72. 
Bri3tliche,  brightly,  clearly,   150, 

200. 
Bri3tnesse,  Bry3tnesse,  brightness, 

81,  82,  143,  200. 
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Broches,  brooches,  220. 

Brunches,  branches,  0. 

Brondes,  brands,  205,  240. 

Brotel,  brittle,  120  ;  A.8.  hreotcui, 
to  bruise,  break  ;  0.  Norse, 
hriota. 

Brotelhede,  brittleness,  poverty, 
130. 

Broferhede,  Bro])errede,  brother- 
hood,   110,    14:(j. 

Brofren,  brethren,  101,  102,  140. 

This  form  is  used  by  Shoreham. 
Bro3te,  brought,  118,  100. 
Bryad,  bread,  107,  110,  111. 
Bryest,  breast,  175. 
Bryesten,  breasts,  247. 
Buones,  bones,  64,  148. 
Burdes,  jests,   56 ;    Fr.  hourde,  a 

jest ;  Bret,  hourd,  deceit,  joke. 
Busse,  bush,  28. 
By,  to  be,  7,  14,   88  ;    is,   7,   14, 

16,  85  ;  are,  0. 
Byad,    offered,    41 ;     A.S.    head, 

from  beodcm,  to  offer. 
Byat,  beateth,  100. 
Bydde,  Bidde,  to  pray  for,  08,  00, 

113,  114. 
Byddynges,    Byddinges,    prayers, 

petitions,  100  ;    entreaties,   40. 
Byddef,  pi  pray,  107,  100,  113, 

116,  117,  118. 
Byeam,  beam. 
Byenne,  to  be,  131, 160. 
Byet,  Byef,  are,  1,  3,  6,  8,  QQ,  imj'). 

188. 
Byet,  begetteth,  181, 


Byete,  s'uhj.  beat,  101. 
Byetinge,  begetting,  216. 
Byginninge,  beginning,  11. 
Byinge,  being,  82,  103. 
Byknawe,    acknowledge,   confess, 

123,  182. 
BylefJ),  believeth,  10. 
Byleue,  Byleaue,   belief,    11,    12, 

10,  60,  101,  112,  114. 
Bynime,  rob,  deprive  of,  30. 
Bynt,    Bynde}),    bindeth,    binds, 

77,  07. 
Byrie,  bier,  258. 
Bysemeres,  scorns,  derision,  63. 
Bysi,  busy.     See  Bisye. 
Bysihede,    Bysyhede,     diligence, 

care,  anxiety,  55,  03  ;    occupa- 
tion, amusement,  231. 
Bysihedes,  occupations,  165. 
Bysinesse,    labour,   trouble,  care, 

56. 
Bysye,  pi.  busy,  officious,  226. 
Byt,  bites,  61,  62,  QQ. 
Byt,  biddeth,   prayeth,   20,   110, 

135. 
Byter,  bitter,  sour,  82,  120. 
Bytere,^)?.  150. 
ByteJ),  pi.  bite,  61. 
Byjj  =  byef,  are,  17,  26,  102. 
Byuealde,  befolded,  8. 
Byuly,  avoid,  134. 
Byzylyche,  busily,  79. 

Cachie,  catch,  to  drive  out  or 
from,  178;  0.  Fr.  cliader, 
cachier ;    cf.     modern    j)hrase 
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^  cauglit  off.'  See  Glossary 
to  '  Genesis  and.  Exodus.'' 
*  Caccliyn,  away,  fugo,  agito, 
abigo,  effugo.'     Pr.  Par  v. 

Calices,  chalices,  41. 

Calketreppen,  pits  or  snares,  131  ; 
A.S.  calca-trqjpa,  trap,  snare  ; 
cf.  Fr.  chausse-trappe,  caltrap, 
tribulus,  murinus  (Wr.  Voc. 
140),  K.  Alys,  1.  60,  70.  See 
note  on  this  word  in  Promp- 
torimn,  vol.  i.  p.  59. 

Calowe-nious,  bat,  27  ;  A.S.  calii, 
caluiv,  bald  ;  O.H.  Ger.  cliala- 
wer,  bald.  The  bat  is  some- 
times called  a  reremouse^  from 
the  A.S.  hrere,  raw. 

Can,  knows,  58,  94,  135. 

Candele, /.  candle,  candelle,  102 
206. 

Caorsins,  Sarasins,  usurers,  35. 

Capiteles,  chapters,  1. 

Capiteles,  capitals,  43. 

Capons,  38. 

Cardinales,  Cardinals,  adj.  pi.  car- 
dinal, head,  3,  123,  124. 

Cardinals,  sh.  124. 

Carke]?,  produces,  230. 

Caroyne,  carrion,  86. 

Carten,  carts,  35. 

Cartere,  carter,  160. 

Cas,  case,  chance,  as  in  he-cas  = 
perchance,  36,  42,  70,  115. 

Castel,  Castele,  castle,  1,  43, 
121,  154;  pi  casteles,  149. 

Catel,    wealth,    35,    36;     O.Fr. 


cat  el,  chat  el ;  Lat.  capitale. 
Cause,  224. 
Cedre,  cedar,  131. 
Cellen,  cells,  267. 
Chace]?,  drives,  171. 
Chald,   Cheald,  cold,  chilled,  47, 

138,    152,    170;     A.S.    ceald, 

cdld,  cold. 
Chalenge,  false  claim,  34. 
Chalenge]},  pi.  accuse,  43  ;   O.Er. 

clialengler  ;     Lat.    calumniari. 

See   Glossary  to  Hampole's  P. 

of  C. 
Chalis,  chalice,  167. 
Chambren,  chambers,  224. 
Chancelier,  chancellor,  243. 
Chapele,  chapel,  56. 
Chapfare,  Chapuare,   chaffer,   un- 
fair dealing,    34,    35,    44,   90, 

120  ;  pi.  cheapfares,  36,  45. 
Chapfari,    vh.    to    chaffer,    trade, 

162 ;     A.S.     cedp,    a  bargain, 

sale  ;  cedjnan,  to  buy  ;  ferian, 

to  bear,  carry. 
Chapitele,  Chapitle,  chapter,  136, 

220. 
Chapman,    merchant,     77,    158 ; 

2)1.  chapmen,  76. 
Chapuare,  chaffer,  191. 
Chargef,  loadeth,   97  ;    see  R  of 

Gl.  13,  416. 
Charitable,  145. 
Charite,  79  ;  jjI.  charites,  83. 
Charmeres,  charmers,  69. 
Charmes,  43. 
Chast,  Chaste,  chaste,  203,  221. 
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Chastetc,  Chastetce,  4,  159,  181, 

202. 
CliasteJ),   chastise,    17,    09,    100, 

147,  156. 
ChastheJe,  chastity,  230. 
Chasti,   to   chastise,    chasten,    8, 

148,  158,  221  ;    O.Fr.  chastier. 
Chastinge,    chastening,    chastise- 
ment, G8. 

Chastisement,  17. 

Chastliche,  chastely,  in  purity, 
221. 

Chaynen,  Chaincs,  chains,  214, 
2G4. 

Cheake,  cheek,  248. 

Chealde,jyZ.  cold,  242. 

Cheap,  cheape  market,  36  ;  '  grat 
cheap,'  '  greate  cheape,'  abund- 
ant, plentiful,  256.  Cf.  cJieep  ; 
pretium.     Pr.  Parv. 

Cheapfare,  chaffer,  35,  3G.  See 
Chapfare. 

Cheapfares,  chaffers,  bargains,  36, 
45. 

Cheas,  chose,  77. 

Cheaste,  chiding,  strife,  30,  65, 
QQ>  ]  pi.  cheastes,  57,  138; 
A.S.  ceast^  strife,  dispute,  con- 
tention. See  Piers  Plough. 
1.  8946. 

Chef,  chaff,  62,  137,  138  ;  oUiq. 
case,  cheue,  210  ;  A.S.  ceaf ; 
0.  Dutch  Tcaf. 

Cheker,  chess-board,  45,  46.* 

Chele,  chill,  cold,  75  ;  A.S.  cele  ; 
O.H.Ger.  diUoli;pl.  Cheles,  124. 


Chenaille,  O.Fr.  dogs,  112. 
Cherclie,  church,  7,  8. 
Cherchen,  churches,  30,   43. 
Cherchetounes,  cliurch-towns,  41. 
Clierl,    churl,    76;     A.S.    ceoii ; 

0.  Dutcli   keerl  (vir,  rusticus) ; 

pi.  cherles,  112. 
Ches,  chess,  52. 
Cheue,  chaff,  210.    See  Chef. 
Che\v}^nge,  sh.  chewing,  111. 
Chide,  67. 
Chidinge,  sh.  chiding,   strife,   30, 

65,  QQ. 
Chiere  =  cliere,  cheer,  155,  193  ; 

O.Fr.    chere,  countenance,  en- 
tertainment, cheer. 
Chiese,   Chise,    Chyese  =  cheose, 

86,  93,  101, 165  ;  A.S.  ceoscw, 

to  choose;  O.Sax.  Jciosan. 
ChieseJ),  j9?.  choose,  45. 
Child,  7ieut.  58,    84  ;  ohllq.    case, 

childe,  82. 
Childbedde,  224. 
Childhede,  childhood,  82. 
Childhedes,  childishnesses,  207. 
Childi,    to   bring    forth  a   child, 

224.     See  Orm.  156.     Childin, 

parere  (Pr.  Parv.). 
Chinne,  chin,  50. 
Chise,  choose,  93. 
Chomberier,  chamberer,  171. 
Chombre,  chamber,  room,  215. 
Chonge,  change,  104. 
Chonge]?,     changeth,      129  ;    ^97. 

change,  42. 
Chongi,  to  change,  104. 
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Chonginde,   changing,   104,    105, 

120. 
Cliyaste  =  clieaste,  strife,  G7. 
Chyese,  choose,  86. 
Chyest,  chooseth,  126. 
Chyewe  =  clieowe,  to  chew,  111; 

A.S.    ceowan^    O.H.  Ger.  cliiu- 

wan,  to  chew. 
Chyezejj,  j:*Z.  choose,  165. 
Chyezinge  =  cheosmge,    election, 

42. 
Cite,    city,    49  ;     j>Z.    cites,    43, 

149. 
Claiien,    claws,    61;    A.S.    da  ; 

O.Sax.  clawa  ;  O.H. Ger.  cliloa  ; 

pi.  cldawen,  claw. 
Claustres,  cloisters,  267. 
Clene,  clean,  pure,  73. 
Clenlich,    Clenliche,    adj.    clean, 

45,  216. 
Clenliche,   cleanly,   in  purity,   6, 

48,  76,  120,  138. 
Clennesse,  purity,  75,  201,  202. 
Clensi,  Clensy,  to  cleanse,  purify, 

75,  137,  271  ;  A.S.  dcensian. 
Clenzef,   cleanseth,   73,   74,    88, 

106,  171. 
Clepede,  called,  190.     • 
Cleper,    clapper  (of  a  mill),  58  ; 

O.Dutch,     hlei^pen,       pulsare, 

sonare. 
Clepest,  callest,  100. 
Clepef,  calls,  17,  21,  22,  26,  58, 

72,  78,  79,  81,  168. 
ClepieJ),  2^Z.  call,  69,  72,  74,  112, 

164. 


Clepie,  to   call,  42,  43,  64  ;    A.S. 

deopian,  dyjyian,  to  call. 
Clepiyjj  =  c?ej;?/e]?,  call,   111. 
Cleregye,  Clergie,  Clergye,  clergy, 

learning,   16,   18,   71,  78,    81, 

90. 
Clergyes,  sciences,  89. 
Clerek,  Clierk,  clerk,  scholar,  23, 

25,  49,  78. 
Clerekes,  Clerkes,  Clierkes,  scho- 
lars, 39,  42,  46,  78. 
Clernesse,    clearness,    brightness, 

95. 
Cleuiinde,     Cleuiynde,    cleaving, 

persistent,  lasting,  convincing, 

54,    98,    107;   A.S.    deofian  ; 

O.H. Ger.   ddehen,  cleave,  stick 

to. 
Cleuiyndeliche,  completely,  103. 
CliepeJ)  =  clepe]),  calls,  125. 
Cliene,  clean,  224. 
Clier,  Clyer,   Clyre,  clear,  24,  78, 

104,  159,  167  ;  O.Fr.  der. 
Clierliche,  Clyerliche,  clearly,  88, 

155,  174,  243. 
Clifj),    Clyff,    climbs,    131,    132, 

145,  219  ;    A.S.    dtfan,  to  ad- 
here to  ;    O.N.  Idifa,  scandere. 

Cf.    O.E.    daveren,  to    climb ; 

Dutch  klaveren  ;    Dan.   klavre, 

to  climb. 
Cliue,  Clyue,to  climb,  23,  26,  89, 

127,  162. 
Cliuen,  pret.  pi.  climbed,  126. 
Cliuef,  pd.    climb,   ascend,    164, 

246. 
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Clom,  silence,  2GG.     See  Clomsod, 

in  Glossary  to  Hampolo. 
CloJ?,  cloth,  45  ;  oUlq.  case,  clojje, 

188;  pi.  clothes,  47,  128. 
C\o]pede,  j)f.  clothed,  133. 
Clo])e)j,  imj).  clothe,  2G5. 
Clo])mgo,  sb.  clothing,  154,  1G5. 
Cloystre,  cloister,  151,  242. 
Cloystrers,  G7. 
Clyerer,  clearer,  2G7. 
Coccou,  Cockou,  cuckow,  22,  59. 
Col,    coal,    ohiiq.   case,    cole,    82, 

12G,  205  ;  xjI  coles,  205 ;  A.S. 

col. 
Collacious,  155. 
Colour,  Coliir,  Colurs,  15,  G2,  81, 

177. 
Colrik,  157. 
Colt,  Colte,  185,  220. 
Coluer,   Coliire,   dove,  142  ;  A.S. 

culfre,  a  dove,  pigeon;  O.E.  pi. 

colueren. 
Coluer-hous,  dove-cote,  142. 
Com,  came,  26;  imp,  sing.  185. 
Come,  inf.  to  come,  87,  98  ;  suhj. 

pi.  93,  116;  imp.  1)1.  137. 
Comen,  7:»Z.  ^jre^.  came,  130. 
Comene,  gerund,  to   come,    106, 

152. 
ComeJ),  ^Z.  come,  27,  91,  92. 
Cominde,  Comynde,  coming,  264. 
Comyde==Comynde,  coming,  264. 
Commun,  Comim,  Commune,  com- 
mon, 37,  48,  102,  147. 
Communliche,     commonly,     145, 

146. 


Communy,  to  share,  102. 
Comparer,  243. 
Comparisoun,  81,  92,  235. 
Compassion,  148. 
Complexion,  157. 
Comst,  comest,  239. 
Comste,  comest  thou,  264. 
Com]),  Come)),  cometh,  come,  18, 

19,  26,  51,  87,  89,  161. 
Comunliche,  commonly,  145. 
Comynge-a3en,  return,  87. 
Conceyue]),  conceiveth,  136. 
Condecendre,  condescend,  157. 
Condicion,  173. 
Condicions,  conditions,  172. 
CondueJ),  leadeth,  122. 
Confermi,  Confermy,  confirm,  109, 

121. 
ConfermeJ),    confirm,     105,    106, 

122. 
Conferminge,  confirming,  14. 
Confessour,  172. 
Confort,  comfort,  96,  142. 
Conforted,  160. 
ConforteJ),    comforts.    111,    160, 

161. 
Conforti,  to  comfort,  160. 
Confusion,  Confuzion,  229. 
Conioun,  76. 
Conne,  iyif.  to  know,  can,  he  able, 

21,  70,  73,  94,  98,  104,  117, 

130,    148;    pi    46,    58,    59, 

82,   86,    100,    126,    132;  2ncl 
pers.  118;  A.  S.  cunnan. 
Conne]),  pi.  know,  249. 
Connynge,  knowledge,  115,  122. 
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Consayle,  122. 
Consentede,  pret.  249. 
Consentemens,        Consentement, 

consent,  11,  19. 
Consent!,  to  consent,  10,  73, 117, 

170,  176. 
Consentinge,  117,  176. 
Conspiracions,  conspiracies,  23. 
Constance,  constancy,  167. 
Contac,  Contak,  contest,  dispute, 

15,  iO  ;  pi.  Contakes,  63. 
Contemplacion,  204,  247. 
Contemplatif,  Contemplatiue,  199, 

247. 
Contrarie,     Contrarye,     contrary, 

14,  136,  151. 
Contraries,  123. 
Contrarious,  28. 
Contraye,  country,  130. 
Conuersacioun,  96,  112,  241. 
CoppCvS,  cups,  30. 
Corage,  courage,  164. 
Corde,  58. 
Corn,  62, 140jj9Z.  comes  (grains), 

233. 
Cornardyes,  deceits,  130. 
Cornees  (O.jPr.), customs  or  duties 

on  corn  and  cattle,  38. 
Cornyeres,  corners,  124. 
Coroune,  crown,  168,  169. 
Corounede,  j)^-  crowned,  234. 
Corounes,  crowns,  15,  116,  169. 
Corsinge,  Corsynge,   cursing,  28, 

97. 
Cort,  court,  137,  256. 
Cortays,   courteous,    112;    O.Fr. 


cortois. 
Cortayseliche,  Corteisliclie,  courte- 
ously,   106,    118,     160,     195. 

Comp.  Cortayslaker,  163. 
Cortaysie,     Cortaysye,    courtesy, 

civility,  36,  97,  98. 
Corteys,    courteous,    21,   22,    35, 

113.    See  Cortays. 
Corteysye,     Corteyzie,     courtesy, 

75,  118;  pi.  corteysyes,  162. 
Cortoys,  courteous,  100,  188. 
Corrupcion,  227. 
Corupt,  82. 
Cost,   58,   113,   119,   137,   176  ; 

0.  Dutch  host,  surnptus,  expen- 

sum. 
Costes,  expenses,  40. 
Costnede,  cost,  145. 
Costne]),  costeth,  75,  121. 
Costningge,  expense,  151. 
Costuolle,  dear,  expensive,  229. 
Cosyn,  Cosyne,  cousin,  89. 
Cou,  cow,  56  •,x)l.  Ken,  191. 
Couaitise,   Couaytise,   Couaytyse, 

covetousness,   2,    11,    16,    34, 

125,  154. 
Couaytous,  Couaytouse,  covetous, 

80,  136,  154,  197. 
Couche,  171. 
Couent,   convent,    110,   219.   Cf. 

Covent  Garden. 
Coueytise,  covetousness,  137. 
Coupe,  cuji,  pi.  coupes,  35.  ; 
Coustouse,  expensive,  dear,  228  ; 

O.Fr.  const,  expense,  cost. 
Coufe,  could,knew,  105,126,133. 
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CoiiJ){3n,  C()})c3n,  pJ.  could,  know, 
78,  1G8. 

Crammelos,  crumbs,  grains,  253. 

Crane,  56. 

Crayme,  Crcymo,  chrism,  cream, 
41,  93. 

Credo,  creed,  12. 

Creft,  ohliq.  case^  craft,  art,  power, 
35,  45,  90,  116,  157  j  A.S. 
craeft,  O.Fris.  kreft. 

Creftes,  handicrafts,  178. 

Crete,  cradle  (cf.  mod.  Eng. 
crate),  137.  Crate  is  generally 
derived  from  Lat.  crates,  wicker 
or  hurdle  work.  It.  crate,  a 
hurdle ;  but  crete,  a  cradle,  may 
be  from  A.S.  crata,  a  cart. 

Cristcn,  sing.     Christian,  93. 

Cristendom,  Cristendome,  Chris- 
tendom, christening,  Chris- 
tianity, 64,  101,  145. 

Cristene,  sing.  clef,  form,  Chris- 
tian, 165. 

Cristene,  j;/.  Christian,  79,  93, 
114,  145. 

Cristesmesse,  Christmas,  213. 

Cristni,  to  christen,  baptize,  107. 

Cristninge,  christening  14,  74, 
107,  119. 

Crokede,  pi.  crooked,  224. 

Croki,  to  crook,  curl,  177. 

Crouche,  cross,  111. 

Crouchen,  crosses,  41. 

Cruelete,  15. 

Cryepe,  ==  creope,  creep,  move, 
107  ;   A.S.  creopian. 


Curiouseliche,  curiously,    careful- 
ly, 176. 

Daies,  days,  198. 

Damezele,  damsel,  72. 

Damnede,  51. 

Damnejj,  condemns,  115. 

Damni,  condemn,  damn,  137. 

Danes  =  deanes,  vales,  dales,  39, 

59  ;  (lean,  A.S.  den,  denu,  is  a 

common  element  in  local  names 

in  the  S.  of  England. 
Dar,  dare,  32,  67,  70,  83. 
Daye  {ohliq.  case  of  day),  7,  13, 

14. 
Dayes,  days,  7,  13. 
Da}aiedc,  deigned,  76,  126. 
Daynejj,  deigneth,  18,  196. 
Da3es,  messe  da3es,  days,  214. 
Deade,  pi.  dead,  86. 
Deadlich,  deadly,  47,  223. 
Deadwed,  mortgage,  36. 
Deajje    {ohliq.    case),    death,    87, 

129;  deajjes  {gen.  sing.),  130; 

A.S.  dead. 
Deau,  dew,  91,  136,   144;  A.S. 

deaw. 
Deawe  {ohliq.  case),  dew,  91. 
Decendejj,  descendeth,  123. 
Decendi,  to  descend,  123. 
Deceyued,  deceived,  79. 
Deceyui,  to  deceive,  82. 
Deciple,  disciple,  13,  96. 
Dedbote,  satisfaction,  amend,  32, 

33 ;  A.S.  doid-hot. 
Dede,   did,  put,   placed,  caused. 
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78,  86,  114,  133,  211,  216. 
Dede,  sb.  deed,  10,  12,  21,  74. 
Deden,  pref.  2)1.  did,  caused,  made, 

72,  78,  181. 
Pedes,  deeds,  10,  73,  137. 
Dedest,  didst,  21. 
Defaced,  obliterated,  190. 
Defayled,  wearied,  overcome  (with 

weariness,)  33. 
Defaute,  lack,  want,  33,  73,  261  ; 
2jI  defautes,  73,  78,  108,   131, 
132. 
Defende]?,    defends,  excuses,   22, 

61. 
Defende]?,  j^Z.  defend,  excuse,  38, 

69. 
Defendi,  to  defend,  157. 
Defouled,  defiled,  167. 
Defoulent,  defileth,  182. 
Defouli,  defile,  221. 
Degres,  Degrez,  degrees,  123,  267. 
Del,  deal,  part,  17,  86,  175  ;  A.S. 

d('d. 
Dele,  to  separate,  76  ;  A.S.  dwlan. 
Deles,  Delles,  divisions,  parts,  17, 

50,  60,  153;  properties,  125. 
Dclices,  delights,  24. 
Delitef,  delighteth,  47. 
Deliti,  Delyty,  to  delight,  82,  91. 
Deliure,  imp.  deliver,  110,  118. 
Deliured,    Delyured,  pp.   deliver- 
ed, 87,  118. 
Deliurede,^9r(3^.  delivered,  95, 128. 
Deliuri,  Delyuri,  to  deliver,    12, 

13,  103,  117,  198. 
Deliuref,  delivereth,  128. 


Deliureonse,  liberty,  86. 

Delles,  parts,  164. 

Delue,    delve,    dig,    undermine, 

108  ;  A.S.  delf-an,  to  dig,  delve. 
Delyty,  to  delight,  82. 
Delyury,  to  deliver,  270. 
Demde,  judged,  175. 
Deme,  to  deem,  judge,  decide,  dis- 
criminate, 13,  74,  76,  82,  126; 

A.S.  dejncm,  to  judge. 
Demere,  judge,  12,  62,  131,  138  ; 

A.S.  demere. 
Demeres,  judges,  39,  215,  227. 
Dem]?,  judgeth,  deemeth,  27,  28, 

74,  125,  138. 
Demynges,  opinions,  censures,  27. 
Denyes,  deaneries,  42. 
Depe,  to  dip,  106  ;  A.S.  depan. 
Dep]?,  dippeth,  107. 
Derie,   to  hurt,   126,    166;  A.S. 
derian,  derigan,  to  hurt,  harn^, 
annoy. 
Deriynde,  hurtful,  injurious,  63. 
Derne,  secret,  143  ;  A.S.  dyrne. 

Derrer,  dearer,  36. 

Derye,  to  hurt,  injure.    See  Derie. 

Deryinde,  hurtful,  injurious,  63. 

Des,  dice,  45. 

DescendeJ),  descends,  123. 

DescriucJ),  ^;?.  describe,  168. 

Deserited,  disinherited,  30. 

Desert,  Dezert,  67,  131,  240. 

Desertesoun,  desertion,  48. 

Desgised,  distinguished,  97. 

DesgyzeJ),  disguiseth,  158. 

Desiri,  to  desire,  244. 
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Desoi'deno,  inordinate,  46. 

Despayred,  34. 

Despendi,  to  spend.  Despendef, 
spendeth,  19,  41,  53,  187. 

Despense,  spending,  cost,  21,  55. 

Despit,  contemj)t,  despising,  de- 
spite, 19,  20,  21,  G9. 

Desputede,  79. 

Desspendoure,  almoner  (treii. 
surer),  190. 

Dest,  dost,  118,  129,  159. 

Destempringe,  distempering,  153. 

Destincti,  distinguish,  152. 

Destorbe,  disturb.  Destorbed, 
disturbed,  212.  Destorbef,  dis- 
turbs, 179. 

Destorbinge,  disturbance,  225. 

Destrud,  destroyed,  30. 

Destrue,  to  destroy,  28,  117. 

Destruef,  Destruif,  destroyeth, 
destroy,  35,  36,  43. 

Detraccion,  10. 

Dette,  debt,  35,  120,  135,  222. 

Dettes,  debts,  113,  115. 

De]j,  doeth,  causeth,  placetli,  31, 
58,  67,  97,  102;  '  de])  aye,' 
break etli,  doth,  against,  57. 

Deuines=  deuineres,  diviners,  19. 

Deuisi,  deuise,name,  tell,  73, 100, 
103,  144. 

Deuocion,  Deuocioun,  33,  107, 
136,  210,  226. 

Deuouteliche,  devoutly,  134,  211, 
215,  225. 

Diaknen,  deacons,  190. 

Diaymont,  diamond,  187. 


Dicli,  ditch,  57. 
Dici])lines,  240. 
Diere,  Dyere,  dear,  beloved,  36, 

44  ;  dearly,  194. 
Dierjje,  dearness,  scarcity,  256. 
Dieuel,  Dyeuel,  devil,  15. 
Diflerence,  10,  210. 
Digneliche,  worthily,  20. 
Diligence,  238. 
Diligent,  32,  220. 
Diligentliche,  diligently,  70. 
Dingnetd,  dignity,  24,  112,   119, 

145. 
Dingnetes,   Dyngnetes,  dignities, 

26,  42. 
Dingneste,  worthiest,  109. 
Dingnelyche,  worthily,  properly, 

267. 
Discord,  43,  75,  157. 
Discordance,  259. 
Discrecion,  242,  256,  255. 
Disete=Disese,  sorrow,  grief,  57. 
Disordene,   inordinate,   immoder- 
ate, unrestrained,  34,  48. 
Disordenliche,  immoderately,  55, 

259. 
Dispendede,  expended,  128. 
DispendeJ),  )  pass  the  time,  spend, 
Despendep,  J       7. 
Dispoyly,  spoil,  rob,  45. 
Dissiplines,  disciplines,  236,  250. 
Dissuol,  dishful,  120. 
Distemperance,  distempering,  153. 
Diuers,  obstinate,  68. 
Diuers,  Diuerse,  diverse,  different, 

15,  42,  124,  244. 
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Diuerses,  2^?.  various,  162. 

Diuersejj,  differs,  124. 

Di3t,  orders,  directs,  prepares,  11, 

24,  124,  147,  222. 
Di^te,    to    order,    direct,    ordain, 

separate,  put  from,  210  ;    A.S. 

dlht,    a    disposing,     ordering; 

dihtan,  to  order,  arrange. 
Di^te,  should  distribute,  147. 
Di^tere,    director,     100  ;      A.S. 

dihtere. 
Di3te]7,  pi.  direct,  adorn,  7,  47. 
Di3tinge,    decoration,     adorning, 

24,  47,  215. 
Di3tinges,  divisions,  17. 
Do,  put,  cause,  210;  247. 
Do,  ^^.  done,  68,  124. 
Dobblejj,    doble]?,   doubleth,    22, 

48. 
Doere,  doer,  135. 
Doinde,  doing,  194. 
Dol,  division,  112.     See  Del. 
Doles,  divisions,  17. 
Dolue,  should  delve,  break  into, 

263. 
Dom,    ohliq.    case,  Dome,  doom, 

judgment,  opinion,   6,  10,   13, 

37,   74  ;   justice,   equity,   113, 

124,  127,  148  ;  A.S.  dom. 
Domb,  dumb,  1,  179. 
Dombe,  pi.  dumb,  56. 
Domes,  verdicts,  40. 
Domesman,  judge,  115. 
Domesmen,  judges,  38,  44. 
Done,  to  do,  to  be  done,  8,  9,  11, 

68,  74. 


Dong,  ohliq.  case,  Donge,  dung, 
61,  75,  77,  81,  137,  216. 

Dongbel,  dunghill,  81,  230. 

Dore,  door,  210,  255. 

Doreward,  doorkeeper,  121,  263. 

Dorilot,  177. 

Dorre,  Dorren,  ^9?.  dare,  22,  32, 
78. 

Dorste,  ^Z.  durst,  143. 

Dorstest,  durst,  73. 

D0J7,  pi.  doth,  place,  set,  cause, 
69,  72,  73. 

Doumb,  Doumbe,  dumb,  51,  224. 

Doust,  dust,  26,  108. 

D03,  dough,  205. 

Do3ter,  daughter,  26. 

Do3tren,  daughters,  140. 

Draf,  dreggs,  93. 

Dragoune,  174. 

Draye,  dry,  137,  240. 

Dra3e,  to  draw,  lead  to,  lead  out, 
10,  12,  77,  79,  137,  186. 

Didi^Q,  pp.  drawn. 

Dra3j?,  draweth,  leadeth,  15,  43, 
100;  taketh  away,  40,  41; 
treats,  45. 

Dra3e)),  j)Z.  draw,  lead,  43,  147. 

Dra3j7e,  treatise,  251,  260. 

Drede,  fear,  4,  32,  74. 

Drede,  doubt,  105. 

Drede]?,  pi.  dread,  fear,  74,  84, 
%Q,  138. 

Dreduol,  dreadful,fearful,  cautious, 
timid,  14,  15,  16,  22,  70,  144. 

Dreduolle,  pi.  fearful,   116;  ter- 
rible, 42,  70  ;  horrible,  189. 
20 
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Drediioller,    more     fearful,    more 

cautious,  117. 
Drench,  sh.  drink,  130. 
Drencho,    to    drink ;    3rd    si'nf/. 

Bring]),  251,  248. 
Diet,  dreadeth,  26,  34,  IIG,  125, 

203. 
Drinkeres,  drinkers,  47. 
Drincjj,  drinketh,  137,  245,  247. 
Drink Jj,  drinketh,  95,  251. 
Drinke]?,  pZ.  drink,  248. 
Dronke,  2^2^-  drunken,   75,    107, 

127,  247. 
Dronkehede,  drunkenness,  260. 
Dronkenese,  drunkenness,  248. 
Drope,  drop,  75,  91,  92,  189. 
Dropen,  drops,  84,  92. 
Dropes,  drops,  92. 
Dro3,  drew,  led  out,  13. 
Dro3en,  treated,  164. 
Dru3]?e,  drought,  68. 
Dryf]?,  driveth,  75. 
Dryngjj,  drencheth,  248. 
Dyacne,  deacon,  190. 
Dyad,  Dyead,  s.  dead,  12,  71,  82. 
Dyad,  dead,  126. 
Dyade,  pi.  dead,  13,  30. 
Dyade,  ohiiq.  case,  263. 
Dyadlich,   Dyeadlich,  s.    mortal, 

deadly,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  12,  73, 

110,  144. 
Dyadliche,   Dyeadliche,  pi.    and 

def.  form  of  the  adj.f  9,  70, 

113. 
Dyadliche,      Dyeadliche,      adv. 

deadly,  6,  7,  86,  225. 


Dyaf,  deaf,  1. 
Dyakne,  deacon,  225. 
Dyaknes,  deacons,  235. 
Dyaniod,  =  Dyamond,  diamond. 
DyaJ),  DyeaJ),  ohIiq,  case,  Dyajje, 

dyeafe,  7,   12,  13,  23,  27,  69, 

70,  71,  72,  86,  95. 
Dyau,  deau,  dew,  144. 
Dyaue,   Dyeaue,  deaf,  189,  211, 

224. 
Dyead,  dead,  240. 
Dyeadlich,  mortal,  244,  247. 
Dyere,  dear,  precious,  36,  68,  79, 

123. 
Dyere,  adv.  dearly,  73,  133,  194. 
Dyep,  Dyepe,  deep,  211,  264. 
Dyepenesse,  deepness,  depth,  105, 

211. 
Dyeuel,  devil,  15,  65. 
Dyeuele,  obliq.  case,  1,  16,  19,  86. 
Dyeules,  devil's,  77. 
Dyeulen,  Dyeules,  devils,  17,  73, 

83,  8Q. 
Dyuers,  obstinate,  hard,  68. 
Dyuerse,  pi.  divers,  73. 
Dy^te,  disposed,  ordained,  270. 

Ealde,  def.  old,  169  ;  A.S.  ecddj 

old.     See  Aid. 
Ealde,  j^Z.  old,  102,  166. 
Ealdinge,  becoming  old ;  95,  A.S. 

ealdian,  to  grow  old. 
Eare,  ear,  189. 
Earen,  ears,  204,  249. 
Ech,  ohliq.    case  Eche,  each,   11, 

12,  17,  18,  62,  71,  104. 
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Echedaye,  each,  day,  16, 
Echedayes,  adv.  daily,  112. 
Eclien  (of,  to,  ine),  each,   11,  13, 

63,  119,   121,  122,  124,   125, 

147. 
Eddre,    adder,  serpent,    26,    61, 

150  j  A. S.  nceddre. 
Eddren,  serpents,  61,  203. 
Edefie,  197. 
Eft,  Efte,  again,  12,  13,  33,  71, 

80. 
Efter,  after,  QQ. 
Efterfan,  afterwards,  24. 
Efterward,  afterward,  24,  25. 
Eftsone,  Eftzone,  eftsoon,  73,  229. 
Elde  age,    old  age,    11,   69,    71, 

220  j  A.S.  eldo,  ijldo, 
Eldeste,  eldest,  6,  104. 
Eldringes,  elders,  35,   118;  A.S, 

ealdor,  an  elder. 
Eles,  O.E.  oioelsj  awls,  QQ  ;  A.S- 

eel,   dl,    awel,   an  awl,  needle, 

hook. 
Elifans,  elephant,  224. 
Ellesliuer,  elsewhere,  211. 
Elmesse,  alms,  17,  76. 
Elmessen,  jpZ.  alms,  198. 
Emcristen  =   O.E.     evencristen, 

feUow-cliristian,  10,  199  ;  A.S. 

em.  (in.  comp.)  even. 
Emeroydes,  emeralds,  77. 
Emne,  even,  151 ;  A.S.  emne. 
Emni,  to  make  equal  to,  16  ;  A.S. 

emnian. 
Emparement,    becoming     worse, 

148. 


20 


Emperour,  Emperur,  71,  78,  100, 

101. 
Empire,  Empirite,  empire,  85. 
Emti,  empty,  143;  A.S.  eintig. 
Emtef,  empties,  58. 
Enchauntemens,      enchantments, 

43. 
Encheysones,  Enchesons,  causes, 

205,  206. 
Encheysoun,  Enchesoun,  Enchei- 

soun,  Encheyson,  reason,  cause, 

QS,  205,  206,  217. 
Endaunture,  taming,  220. 
Ende,  end,  death,  33,  68. 
Endi,  Endy,toend,  110,  113,  115. 
Endinge,  death,  end,  31,  71. 
Englis,  English,  1. 
Englisse,  ^9?.  5. 
Engrined,    ensnared,    entrapped, 

154.     See  Grine. 
Eni,  Eny,  sing,  any,  16,  21,  89, 

115  ;  ohliq.  case^  enie,  119. 
Enie,  Enye,  ^?.  any,  5,  21,  (d%. 
Enlefte,  eleventh,    14,  49  ;  A.S. 

endlufon,      eleven  j     endhjftaj 

eleventh. 
Enne,  ace.  one,  129,  244  ;   A.S. 

den,  one. 
Ennelepi,   single,    75,    the   same 

145  ;    A.S.    oenlepig^    dnlipig, 

each,  every,  singular. 
Ententiflyche,  attentively,  210. 
Entremes,  entrees,  56. 
Entremetti,  meddle  with,  152. 
Enuenimed,  Enuenymed,  poison- 
ed, 27,  203. 
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Enuoiiynio)),   Enueymojj,  poiaons, 
26,  G2. 

Enuie,  Enuye,  envy,  7,    16,   2G, 
67,  75. 

Eimious,  sing,  27. 

Enuiouse,  jjI.  27. 

Ejjpel,   apple,  uU'iq.    case,   epple, 

64,  82,  84. 
Ereges,  O.Fr.  heretics,  40. 
Eresye,  heresy,  69. 
Eretiks,  heretics,  182. 
Ermitage,  hermitage,  250. 
Eritage,   heritage^    36,    39,    101, 

102. 
Erl,  earl,  71,  86. 
Erles,  224. 
Errour,  69,  70. 
Erfan,  before  that,  160. 
Erjje,  earth,  2,  5,  12,  67,  89. 
Erjjlich,  earthly,  terrestrial,  75. 
ErfHche,  i;7.  earthly,  6,  149,  250. 
Erye,   Erie,   to    ear,    214  ;   A.S. 

erlan,  till,  plough,  ear. 
Esssse,  ash,  137. 
Est,  eatest,  54. 
Et,  imp.  eat,  50. 
Ete,  to  eat,  50,  51,  95. 
Etene,  to  eat,  51,  146. 
Eteres,  eaters,  47. 
Etef,  pi.  eat,  54,  61. 
Eth,  eateth,  51,  52,  53,  95  ;  vnp^ 

54. 
Ethe,  Ethene,  to  eat,  52,  177. 
Ethen,  ^^re^.  2^?.  ate,  206. 
Etheth,^^/.  eat,  182. 
Etinge,  eating,  56. 


Euel,    Euele,    si/ifj.      evil,      85  ; 

disease,  202. 
Euele,  pi.    evil,  wicked,    20,   66, 

69;    adu.  hadly,  wickedly,  68, 

110.* 
Eueles,  evils,  ills,  diseases,   153, 

224. 
Euelwyl,  malice,  114. 
Eure,  ever,  48,  71. 
Eurebleuinge,  eternity,  105.    ^ee 

Bleue. 
Eurich,  Eurych,  every,  268. 
Eureichen,  Eurichen,  ace.    every 

one,  146. 
Eurelestinde,  everlasting,  95,  97, 

104. 
Euremo,  evermore,  5,  13,  14,  55. 
Eurinne,  ace.  everyone,  136. 
Ewangelist,  230. 
Examene]?,  examines,  184,  256. 
Examined,  137. 
Examini,  to  examine,  153. 
Excusef,  excuses,  excuse,  33,  61, 

69. 
Excusi,  to  excuse,  7. 
Exequitours,  executors,  38. 
Exil,  215. 

Eyder,  either,  each,  QQ, 
Eyr,  62. 

Eyren,  eggs,  174.     See  Aye. 
Eyrs,  heii-s,  102,  107. 
Eyse,  ease,  pleasure,  48,  24,  94. 
Eyses,  pleasures,  204. 
Eysy,  to  ease,  please,  82. 
E3e,  eye,  75,  81. 
E3en,  eyes,  19,  75,  81. 
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Ey^te,  eight,  45. 

E3tende,  E3tende,  eiglith,  2,  10. 

Faile]?,  fails,  186. 

Faili,  to  fail,  209. 

Eailinde,  failing,  slothful,  32. 

Ealy,  to  fail,  173. 

Eauc,  scythe,  251. 

Fauour,  230. 

Eaylef,  sing.  &  pi.  fails,  fail,   33, 

68,  171,  210. 
Eayl^,  to  fail,  32,  195. 
Fayntise,  deceit,  26. 
Fel,  fierce,  savage,  66. 
Felhede,  fierceness,  29,  159. 
Fellaker,  more  fiercely,  174. 
Felle,  def.  fierce,  66,  50;  fierce  one, 

30  ;  superl.  Felliste,  61. 
Feller,  fiercer,  61. 
Felonie,  Felonye,   felony,   crime, 

30,  67,  149,  150. 
Felonyes,  crimes,  66. 
Feloun,  felon,  wretch,  29,  30. 
Feruent,  121. 

Feste,  feast,  entertainment,  156. 
Festes,  feasts,  7,  26,  41,  213. 
Feure,  fever,  29. 
Fiaunce,  affiance,  confidence,  trust, 

164. 
Fiebble,  Fyeble,  feeble,  31. 
Fiebles,  feeble  ones,  148. 
Fieblene,  ace.  feeble,  227. 
Filosofe,    Filozofe,     philosopher, 

164,  126. 
Filosofie,  philosophy,  164. 
Figure,  234. 


Fisician,  Fisicien,  physician,  143, 

172. 
Fisike,  Fizike,  physic,  53,  54. 
Flatour,  flatterer,  257. 
Flatours,  flatterers,  257. 
Flechchi,  to  flinch,  waver,  253. 
Fleumatike,  phlegmatic,  157. 
Flom,  Flum,  95,  202,  stream. 
Flour,  flower,  230. 
Flour,  210. 
Flourejj,  flowers,  28. 
Flouringe,  bloom,  flowering,  36. 
Fol,  Fole,  foolish,  22,  23,  26,  46, 

64,  68. 
Fol,  fool,  59,  205. 
Foleant,  foolish,  244. 
Folebayrie,  O.Fr.  ambition,  17. 
Foles,  fools,  86,  164,  212. 
Folic,  folly,  70. 
Folies,  Folyes,  10,  16,  52,  66. 
Folliche,  fooHsh,  23,  43,  64. 
Folliche,  foolishly,  141. 
Fornayse,  furnace,  205. 
Fornicacion,  4,  6,  47. 
Forre,    O.Fr.   doubly,    59.     This 

word  is  adopted  from  the  Fr. 

text. 
Forriers,  harbingers,  195. 
Fourme,  form,  87,  220. 
Friinges,  fryings,  23. 
Frote)),  sub.  rubs,  155. 
Frut,  fruit,  38. 
Fructefide,  234. 
Fyeble,  feeble,  157. 
Fyeblesse,  feebleness,  33,  69. 
Fyebleste,  feeblest,  148. 
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Gabbo)),    pi.   talk,    cbatter,    C9  ; 

A.S.  (jahhan,  to  scolF. 
GadereJ),  j[>Z.  gather,  101. 
Gaderi,  to   gatlier,   collect,    120, 

133. 
Gaderinge,  gathering,  192. 
Gamelos,  chameleon,  62. 
Ganglinde,  jangling,    chattering, 

226. 
Gardin,  Gardyne,  94,  97. 
Gardins,  38. 
Gardyner,  94. 
Gauel,  usury  (exorbitant),  9,  35; 

A.S.  gafol,  tax,  tribute. 
Gaueleres,  money-lenders,  usurers, 

35,  36,  135. 
Gauelinge,  Gauelynge,  usury,  34, 

35. 
Gauelockes,  fetters,  207. 
Gelt,  sin,  trespass,  guilt,  30,  104  ; 

Gelte,  oUiq.  case^  74 ;    Geltes, 

offences,  15. 
Gelti,  Gelty,  guilty,  175. 
Geme,   game,   gambling,   34,  45, 

46. 
Gememen,  gamblers,  63. 
Gemene,  game,  play,  46. 
Gemenes,  games,  45,  213. 
General,  14. 
Generalliche,  generally,  9, 14,  16, 

17. 
Generalliche,  catholic,  14. 
Gentil,  Gentyl,  2,  75. 
Gentilesse,  nobility,  89. 
Gentylete,  89. 
Gentile,  ^jL  89. 


Gerde,  gird,  236. 

Gerdel,  girdle,  236  ;    ohllq.  caae^ 

gerdle,  pi.  gerdles,  236. 
Gerlondes,  garlands,  71. 
Germayn  (broker),  146. 
Gernier,  Gerniere,  garner,  191. 
Gerse,  Gerze,  grass,  28,  121.    See 

Agerse. 
Gerten,  pi.  girded,  236,  254. 
Ges,  a  short  strap  with  ring  at- 
tached   round    the   feet    of   a 

hawk,   254 ;    Fr.    geds,   from 

Lat.  jacere,  to  cast. 
Gest,  goest,  129,  130. 
Gest,  guest,  stranger,  249. 
Ge]?,  goes,  56,  57. 
Gibet,  gibbet,  128. 
Gily,   Gyly,   to  beguile,  deceive, 

15,  157,  238. 
Ginnes,  snares,  54,  77,  131  ;  Fr. 

engin,      engine,      instrument ; 

O.Er.  engin,  fraud,  craft. 
Ginninge,  Ginninyge,   Ginnynge, 

beginning,   12,  14,  16,  28,   32, 

100. 
Gled,  glad,  265 ;  pi  glede,  268. 
Glede,  to  rejoice,  265. 
GledeJ?,   rejoiceth,    gladdens,  27, 

81. 
Glediejj,  pi.  be  glad,  rejoice,  238. 
Glediynde,  rejoicing,  267. 
Gledlaker,  the  more  gladly,  113. 
GledHche,  gladly,  54,  59,  187. 
Glednesse,  gladness,  27,  238,  265. 
Gledye,  to  gladden,  rejoice,  266. 
GledyeJ),  rejoice,  258. 
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Gles,  glass,  76,  82. 

Glorefye,  270. 

Glorifief,  glorifies,  glories,  25. 

Glose,  187. 

Glotonye,     Glotunye,     gluttony, 

248. 
Glotoun,  glutton,  50,  53,  248. 
Giotoune,  Glotounes,  50,  5^,  55. 
Glotounliclie,  gluttonly,  111. 
Glotounye,    Glotunye,     Glotony, 

16,  50,  52,  55,  157. 
Glu,  cement,  246. 
GodeleJ),  pi.  slander,  %Q. 
Godelinge,  slander,  evil  speaking, 

65. 
Godelinges,  slanderers,  ^Q. 
Godhede,  12. 
Godspelle,  gospel,  28,  50. 
Godspellere,   Godsspellere,   evan- 
gelist, 2,  12,  13,  14. 
Gost,  Goste,  ghost,  spirit,  12,  54  j 

Gostes,  ^/.  159. 
Gostlicli,  sing,  spiritual,   27,  29, 

87. 
Gostliclie,  ^?.  7,  8,  21,  41. 
Gostliclie,  ghostly,  spiritually,  7. 
Goth  =  ^o^,  goat,  210. 
G-oye,  joy,  226. 
Graate,  great,  133. 
Grace,  10,  15  ;  graces,  17,  79. 
Graciouser,  24. 
Grante]?,    Graunte]?,     grants,     7, 

225. 
Grantinge,  Grauntinge,  granting, 

consent,  10,  11,  47,  211,  212. 
Grantinges,      Grauntinges,     con- 


sents, 47. 
Grat,  great,  17,  18,  19. 
Grater,  Gratter,  greater,  36,   79, 

116. 
Grateste,   Gratteste,  greatest,  41, 

44,  88,  140. 
Gratliche,  greatly,  47,  156. 
Gratne,  ace,  great,  238. 
Grayns,  230. 

Greate,  Greatte,  j9?.  great,  19,  25. 
Greaten,  dat.  pi.  great,  139. 
Gredden,  j9?.  cried,  212. 
Grede,  cry,  boast,  22,   31,   212; 

A.S.  groedan,  to  cry,  call,  say. 
Grede]j,  proclaim  aloud,  148. 
Gredinge,    cry,  212 ;    Gredynges, 

talking,  chattering,  266. 
Grenef,  becomes  green,  95. 
Grenhede,  greenness,  28,  94,  97. 
Greny,  to  become  green,  95,  97. 
Grese,  205. 

Gret  =  gredeth,  crieth,  56. 
Greuef,  grieves,  142. 
Greui,  to  grieve,  39. 
Greuousliche,  grievously,  47. 
Greynere,  garner,  140. 
Grihond,    Gryhond,    greyhound, 

75. 
Grines,  snares,  77.     See  Gryn. 
Grislich,  horrible,  49,  74. 
GrocheJ),  murmurs,  30,  34,  68. 
Grochi,  to  murmur,   grudge,   67, 

68. 
Grochindeliche,         grumblingly, 

grudgingly,  193. 
Grochinge,  Grouchinge,  murmur- 
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ing,   2,   34,   43,   54,    57,   G7. 
Grochinges,  G7. 
Grornes,  men,  grooms,  210;  A.S^ 

(juma^  a  man  ;  O.E.  gome. 
Grond,  Grounde,  Gninde,  ground, 

1,  23,  34,  24G. 
Groniynge,  groaning,  264. 
Griinny,  to  grunt,  groan,  G7. 
Gryhond,  greyhound,  75. 
Gryn,  snare,  trap,  47  ;  A.S.  grin. 
Guo,  go,  32,  60. 
Guod,    Guode,    sh.    good ;     also 

goods,  wealth,  money,  5,  6,  10, 

13,  14,  41,  61. 
Guod,    adj.    good ;    ohliq.    case, 

guode,  2,  6. 
Guoden,  dat.  pi.  72. 
Guodcheap,  cheap,  44. 
Guod-doere,  benefactor,  135. 
Guode,  pi.  good,  10,  51  ;  def.  2. 
Guodes,  goods,  2,  4,  18,  247. 
Guodhede,  goodness,  79,  233. 
Guodne,  ace.  good,  238. 
Guodnesse,  goodness,  18,  29,  99. 
Guodnesses,  pi.  18. 
Guoinde,  going,   passing,   tempo- 
ral, 120  j  wayfarer,  196. 
Guoinge,  sh.  going,  254  ;  pi.  Guo- 

inges,  231. 
Guonne,  to  go,  226. 
Guos,  goose,  32. 
Guojj,  pi.  go,  7,  34,  52. 
Gyly,  deceive,  238. 
Gynnes,  plans,  devices,  28.      See 

Ginnes. 


Ila,  he,  10,  12,  23,  30,  49,56. 
Habhe,  to  have,  5,  7,  9,  10,  11. 
Ilahhe,  \st  pers.  slug,    have,   24, 

71. 
HabbeJ),  [jJ.  have,   8,   14,  22,  25, 

32. 
Haf  =  half,  behalf.     See  Half. 
Half,  side,  hand,  1,  13,  72. 
Halke,  corner,  retreat,  210  ;  xV.  S. 

heal,  angle,  corner  ;  Halkes,  pi. 

143. 
Halle,  hall,  102. 
Halt,  holdeth,  esteems,  15,   18, 

19,    23,    26,     128;     observes, 

196. 
Haluedele,  half-part,  half,  36. 
Halues,  halves,  divisions,  16. 
Hal^ede,  hallowed,  40. 
Hal3en,  holy  ones,  saints,  6,  13, 

14,  72. 
Hal3en,  holy  one,   97,   72,  219  ; 

A.S.  halga,  a  saint. 
Hal3e]?,  hallows,  106,  237. 
Hal^i,  Hal3y,  to  hallow,  7,   237 ; 

A.S..  hdlgian. 
Ham,  them,  5,  8,  13,  14,  50. 
Ham-zelue,  themselves,  5,  16,  40. 
Hand,    fern.     149 ;    ohliq.    case, 

Honde  ;  pi.  Honden,  235. 
Handle]?,  handle,  235. 
HandHnge,    handling,    touching, 

46. 
Hap,  fortune,  chance,  76. 
Hard,  Harde,  severe,  189. 
Harder,  174. 
Hardi,  Hardy,  16,  83,  123. 
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Hardiesse,  Hardyesse,  boldness, 
83,  162. 

Hardiliche,  Hardyliclie,  boldly, 
hardily,  18,  75,  143,  208,  233. 

Hardnesse,  severity,  hardship, 
236,  240. 

Hardylaker,  more  boldly,  60. 

Hare,  her,  76,  181. 

Hare,  their,  theirs,  72,  73,  144. 

Hare,  to  them,  116. 

Harkni,  to  hearken,  63. 

Harmi,  Harmy,  to  harm,  9,  10, 
11,  23,  63,  82. 

Harmuol,  Harmuolle,  injurious. 

Harnesses  =  hardnesses,  hard- 
ships, 181. 

Harten  =  hearten,  hearts,  223. 

Hassassis,  assassin,  140. 

Haste.    See  An-haste. 

Hastede,  made  haste,  174. 

Hasteliche,  hastily,  173. 

Hasti,  to  hasten,  174. 

Hastif,  hasty,  183,  184. 

Hat,  commands,  8,  78. 

Hateden,  pi.  hated,  72. 

Hatie,  to  hate.     See  Hatye. 

Hatief,  ^/.  hate,  43,  114. 

Hatte,  is  called,  1,  133,  150. 

Hatye,  to  hate,  73,  74,  101. 

Hatye]),  jpl.  hate,  72. 

Hauberk,  171. 

Haued,  head.     See  Heaued. 

Hauedliche,  capital,  15. 

Haued-zennes,  head  sins,  deadly 
sins,  16. 

Hauene,  haven,  183. 


Hazard,  171. 

Healde,     hold,     keep,     observe, 

esteem,  5,  53,  65,  132,  160. 
Healde]?,  ^j^,  hold,  145. 
Heap,    Heape,    collection,   quan- 
tity, 130;   assembly,  267. 
Heaued,    ohliq.    case,    Heauede, 

head,  1,  2,  16,  57. 
Heaueden,  Heaudes,  heads,  2,  14, 

15,  16. 
Hed  =  hield=:held,  241. 
Hedde,  had,  7,  13,  14,  15. 
Hedde,  hid,  129. 
Hedden,  had,  31,  77,  126. 
Heddest,  hadst,  58. 
Hede,  heed,  caution,  32,  155. 
Hede,  to  hide,  44,  163. 
Hede]),  pi.  hide,  41. 
Hedinge,  secrecy,   196.      Robert 

of   Gloucester    used    liudinge, 

secrecy.   Cp.  O.E.  hidels,  hiding 

place,  lair. 
Heg,  hedge,- 232,  240. 
Hel,  obliq.  case,  Helle,  hill,  5,  82, 

103. 
Held,  healed,  148. 
Helden,  ^jZ.  healed,  96. 
Hele,  heal,  129. 
Hele,  to  hide,  175.     Hele]),  pi. 

cover,    180;     A.S.    Mian,    to 

cover. 
Helle,  hell,  13,  15. 
Helles,  hills,  59,  143. 
Helm,  helmet,  265. 
Helpe,  to  help,  42,  102. 
Helpe,  sh.  helpe,  65. 
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Helpiiide,  helping,  30,  C2,  03. 

Ht'lpjj,  helps,  147. 

Helsny,  entreat,  253  ;    A.S.  heal- 

sian,  1. 
Helt,  covereth,  177. 
HelJ),  heals,  144. 
Helfe,  salvation,  2G5. 
Hennen,  hens,  38. 
Her,  imp.  hear,  181. 
Her,  ohliq.  casCy  Here,  hair,  181. 
Herber3eries,      innkeepers,    har- 

bourers,  39. 
Herber3i,  to    harbour,    entertain, 

199. 
Here,  hair,  176,  177.     See  Her. 
Here,  hair  cloth,  227. 
Heresye,  267. 
Here)?,  ]c>l.  hear,  59. 
Here)),  praises,  136. 
Heretike,  19. 
Heretiks,  134. 
Herie,  Herye,  to  praise,   23,  52, 

55,  78,  212;  A.S.  lierian. 
HerieJ},  pi.  praise,  10. 
Heriynges,  praises,  39,  267. 
Herkneres,  hearkeners,  listeners, 

58. 
Hert,  hart,  216. 
Herte,  heart,  3,  6,  8,  10. 
Herten,  hearts,  46,  68. 
Heruest,  harvest,  86. 
Herye,  to  praise,  78. 
HeryeJ?,  pi.  praise,  108,  268. 
Heryinge,    Heriynge,  praise,  23, 

134. 
Heryinges,  praises,  honours,  267. 


lies,  hare,  55. 

Hest,  (thou)  hast,  20,  21,  31,  71. 

lleste,  behest,  command,  2,  5,  G, 

7,  8,  9  ;  A.S.  htts. 
Hestes,  behests,  commands,  5, 11, 

15,  103,  234. 
Het,  hath,  90,  174. 
Het,    commanded,  5,   239  ;  A.S. 

hdtan    [prd.    hcct),    to    com- 
mand, ordain. 
Hete,   heat,  55.      Hetes,    heats, 

124. 
HeJ),  hath,  9,  10,  11,  13,  14,  15. 
Hette,    Hetten,  was  called,    41, 

48,  67,  124,  184. 
Heued,  Heaued,  head,  31. 
Heiiedes,  heads,  15. 
Heuene,  heaven,  6,  12,  13. 
Heuenelyche,  heavenly,  269. 
Heuenryche,  Heaven-kingdom. 
Heui,  Heuy,  heavy,  31,  44,  140. 
Heuinesse,  heaviness,  4,  31, 
Hewe,  cry,  195. 
Heyrone,  193.. 
He^,     sing.   He-^e,    def.  form   & 

pi.  high,  7,  16,  23,  25,  48,  60. 
He3e,  adv.  high,  23,  24,  26. 
He3emen,  great  men,  nobles,  36. 
He^ere,  higher,  44,  122,  133. 
He^e  se,  the  high  (open)  sea,  182. 
He^este,  He^est,  highest,  25, 109, 

247. 
He3e]j,  exalts,  exaggerates,  136. 
He3inge,  profit,  usury,  35. 
He3liche,  chiefly,  principally,   5, 

26,  27  ;  profound,  264. 
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He3nesse,    liigliness,    exaltation, 
.     97,  105  j  height,  89. 
newnesses,     highnesses,     exalted 

stations,  24,  208. 
He^fe,  height,  24. 
He^jjes,  profits,  35. 
Hi,  she,  7,  16,  28,  37. 
Hi,  they,  3,  8,  12,  13,  20. 
Hider,  hither,  140. 
Hidouse,  horrible,  161. 
Hidousliche,  horribly,  6. 
Hiealde]?,  ^?.  hold,  160. 
Hier,  here,  18,  116. 
Hiere,  Hihere,  to  hear,  177,  244. 
Hi  ere  J),  pi.  hear,  256. 
Hierine,  herein,  232. 
Hierst,  hearest,  210. 
Hier]?,  hears,  209. 
Hierjje,  hearing,  54. 
Hild,  held,  206,  226. 
Him,  himself,  5,  6. 
Him-zelf,  5,  6,   34 ;  ohliq.   case, 

Him  zelue,  15,  21,  22,  24,  38. 
Hine,  him,  7,  16,  31,  52. 
Hire,  them,6,10, 13,16, 19,32, 35. 
Hire,  gen.  her,  24,  37,  49,  217. 
Hiren,  (of)  her.  111. 
Hiren,  theirs,  38,  60. 
His,  Hise,  them,  5,  11,   15,    17, 

24,  26,  27,  28,  32,  36,  37,  38, 

40,  55,  58. 
His,  Hise,  her,  54,  58,  64,  97. 
Hit,  it,  1,  8,  et  passim. 
Hoc,  hook,  121. 
Hod,  Hode,   consecration    hood, 

235. 


Hodes,  hoods,  49. 

Hogges,  hogs,  89. 

Hokes,  hooks,  264. 

Hoi,  whole,  healthy,  51,  129. 

Hole,  ^Z.  whole,  148. 

Holen,  whole  ones,  205. 

Holer,  more  wholesome,  251. 

Holinesse,  Holynesse,  25,  49. 

Holly che,  wholly,  entirely,  28. 

Holylaker,  more  holily,  7. 

Holyer,  whoremonger,  51 ;  O.Fr. 

holder. 
Holyhede,  holiness,  247. 
Holyhche,  Holy ly che,  holily,  74, 

102,  221. 
Holyiste,  holiest,  54. 
Holy  wry  t,  77. 
Hond,  hand,  ohliq.  case,  Honde, 

19. 
Hond,  hound,  ohliq.  case,  Hounde, 

55,  75,  155,  156  ;  ^9?.  Hondes, 

Houndes,  70,  179. 
Honden,  hands,  31,  47. 
Hondred,  hundred,  55,  234. 
Hondreda^te,  hundredth,  234. 
Hondredsife,   Hondredzife,  hun- 
dred times,  124. 
Hondreduald,  hundredfold,  191. 
Honeste,    honest,    decent,    222, 

229. 
Honestliche,    fairly,    beautifully, 

47. 
Honger,  hunger,  75. 
Hongejj,  j)l'  hang,  40. 
Hongi,   Hongy,    to    hang,    to  be 

hanged,  31,  57,  137,  218. 
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lloiiy,  honey,  GO. 

Hope,  trusty  expectation,    desire, 

5,  6,  12,  19,  29. 
Hope]),  trusts,  207. 
Hopye,  to  hope,  89. 
Ilor,  filth,  228  ;  ohllq,  case,  Hore, 

229  ;  A.S.  Horn,  filth. 
Hord,  treasure,  185,    241;  A.S. 

Heord. 
Horde Jj,  treasures  up,  182. 
Hordom,  whoredom,  79. 
Hordyere,    treasures,   121  ;  A.S. 

Heordere. 
Hore-uroste,  hoar  frost. 
Horling,  whoremonger,  52. 
Homes,  14,  15,  32. 
Hors,  7ieut.  horses  ;   ohliq.   case, 

Horse,  35,  140. 
Hosebound,  husband,  239. 
Hosiynge,      Hosiinge,      wearing 

hosen,  154,  177. 
Hot,  139. 
Hotef,    commands,    122.        See 

Behat. 
Hotere,  commander,  lawgiver,  109. 
Hotestre,  hostess,  53. 
Hotinge,  exiling,  banishment,  148. 
Hou,  how,  2,  3,  17. 
Hous,    ohliq.    case.    House,   pi. 

Houses,  41,  43,  172. 
Housebonde,  Housebondes,  48. 
Huader,  whether,  51. 
Huam,  whom,  which,  9,  16,   18, 

20,  148. 
Huan,  whom,  17. 
Huanne,  when,  6,  8,  11,  103. 


Iluannes,  whence,  115,  264. 
Iluas,  whose,  38,  60,  101. 
Hue,  liow,  47. 
Huer,  where,  6,  13,  14. 
Hueran,  wliereon,  176. 
Huer-by,  whereby,  24,  26. 
Huerine,     Huerinne,    Huerynne, 

wherein,  23,  31,  44,  109. 
Huermide,  wherewith,  23,  176. 
Huer-of,  whereof,  13,  16,  17,  24. 
Hueronder,  where  under,  221. 
Hueroppe,  where  up,  251. 
Hueruore,  where  for,  3,  80,  123. 
Huet,  what,  whatever,  4,  9,  20, 

26,  27,  34. 
Huet,  lo  !  51,  59. 
Huete,  wheat,  139,  141. 
Huetene,  wheaten,  82. 
Hue3el,  wheel,  24,  76. 
Huich,    Huych,   which,    whatso, 

such ;    j9Z.    Huiche,    Huyche, 

6,  38,   45,  52,   57,   100,   107, 

115. 
Huichen,     Huychen,     dat.     pi. 

which,  7,  15,  91,  98. 
Huider,    Huyder,   whither,    115, 

129. 
Huiderward,  whitherward,  131. 
Huile,  Huyle,  while,  whilst,  7. 
Huils,  whilst,  139. 
Humours,  129. 
Huo,  who,  5,  7,  8,  10,  24. 
Huose,  whoso,  110. 
Huyt,  white ;  pi.  Huyte,  Hwite, 

181,  228. 
Hy,  she,  17,  26. 
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Hy,  they,  1,  3,  16. 

Hyalde,  hold,  21,  54,  206,  220. 

Hyane,  hyena,  61. 

Hyap,  Hyeape,  heap,  139,  159. 

Hyealde,  to  hold,  esteem,  53,  54, 
58,  138,  154;  to  be  observed, 
11 ;  contain,  225  ;  pres.  suhj. 
23,  b^\  pret  suhj.  147,  166. 
See  Healde. 

Hyealdef,  p)^-  support,  35 ;  be- 
lieve, 134;  hold,  145. 

Hyelde,  pi  held,  27. 

Hyeldef,^/.  hold,  124. 

Hyer,  imp.  hear,  257. 

Hyer,  here,  QQ,  163. 

Hyer-be-uore,  herebefore,  59. 

Hyere,  to  hear,  70,  154. 

Hyerere,  hearer,  256. 

Hyere-zigginge,  hearsay,  117. 

Hyer  J),  hears,  256. 

Hyerfe,  hearing,  231,  240,  256. 

Hyejinges,  exaggerations,  63. 

Hyre,  to  hear,  231. 

Hyre,  their,  theirs,  72,  96. 

Hysians,  heralds,  45. 

langii,  to  talk,  chatter,  214. 
langledest,  chatterest,  20. 
Icinge,  itching,  avarice,  16. 
Idijt,     ordered,    directed,     214 ; 

decked,  216. 
lentihnen,  gentlemen,  190. 
Igiio,  gone,  242. 
leu,  Jew,  43. 
IlesteJ?,  lasteth,  209. 
Ilich,  iliche,  like,  87,  202. 


like,  same,  88. 

Ilore,  lost,  241. 

Imad,  made,  145. 

Ine,  Inne,  in,  203. 

Inguoinge,  entrance,  prelude,  72, 

105. 
Inhonest,  dishonourable,  220. 
Inhonestliche,  indecently,  177. 
Innocence,  141,  181. 
Inpacience,  impatience,  67. 
Inwyt,  Inwytte,  conscience, 
logelour,  172. 
loie,  loye,  joy,  75,  156. 
loliuete,  lolyuete,  jollity,  53. 
loine,  loyne,  77,  88. 
lornaye,  journey,  253^ 
loisse]),  loyssej),  rejoices,  25. 
loyaus,  jewels,  206. 
lowele,  loyel,  jewel,  112,  156. 
Irchouon,  urchin,  hedgehog,  142. 
Ire,  anger,  147. 
Iroted,  rooted,  247. 
lualjj,  befalls,  54. 
luele,  to  feel,  131. 
lueles,  jewels,  77. 
luggi,  to  judge,  130. 
lustise,  justice,  153. 
Izi,  Izy,  to  see,  164,  173,  243. 
Izy3t,  sees,  196. 
Ize^,  saw,  158. 

Kan,  can,  knows,  22,  99  ;  Kanst, 

21. 
Karoles,  carols,  71. 
Kechene,  kitchen,  171. 
Kembe,  to  comb,  177. 
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Kempe,   soldier,    champion,    pi. 

Kcmpen,  45,  50. 
Ken,  Konne,  kin,  22,  37,  42,  48, 

Ken,  kino,  191. 

Kende,  Kennd,  kind,  nature,  18, 

37,  61,  189. 
Kendelich,  Kendeliclie,  natural, 

24,  47,  90. 
Kenrede,  kindred,  89. 
Kessinge,    Kesinge,   kissing,  X'^- 

Kessinges. 
Kest,  kisses,  46,  90,  161. 
Keste,  to  cast ;  Keste,  cast,  pret. ; 

Kest,  casts,  Q6^  99,  171. 
Keste,  kissed,  245. 
Kestinge,  casting,  22. 
Kete,  kite,  52. 

Klene,  clean,  pure,  chaste,  5,  106. 
Klenliche,  cleanly,  chastely,  26, 

140. 
Klennesse,  cleanness,  purity,  205. 
Klensy,  to  cleanse,  235. 
Klerek,  clerk,  42. 
Knaulecliinge,       Knawlechinge, 

knowledge,  106,  132,  200. 
Knawjj,  knows,  26,  j;?.  Knawef, 

70. 
Knewen,  ^:>Z.  knew,  246. 
Kni^t,  Kny^t,  knight,  36. 
Kny3thod,  knighthood,  82,  161. 
Knotte,  knot,  253. 
Kuead,  Kued,  Kueade,    Kuede, 

adj.    bad,  wrong,    sinful,    sb. 

sin,    evil,    wickedness,    6,    8, 

11,    14,    17,    38,    39,  51,  pZ. 


Kueades,  Kuedes,  17,  26,  52. 
Kueadhedes,     Kuedhede,    evils, 

sins,  101. 
Kueadlich,    Kueadliche,    Kued- 

licho,  wickedly,  badly,  sinfully, 

5,  6,  8,  9,  40,  41. 
Kueadnesse,      Kuednesse,      sin, 

wrong,  10,  40. 
Kueaduol,  Kueduol,  sinful,  182. 
Kuenie,    to     please,     21,     197; 

Kuemf,    pleases,    228.       See 

Queine. 
Kuemynge,  pleasing,  26. 
Kuen,  Kuen,  Quen,  queen,  80. 
Kuel^  =  kuelj?,  wells  up,  248. 
Kuenche,  to  quench,  204. 
KuencJ},  quenches,  62. 
Kuik,    Quik,    Kuikke,    Quicke, 

alive,  living,  evident,  67,  98, 

134,  146. 
Kuit,  kuyt,  quit,  free,  ^;?.  Kuytte, 

kuitte,  41. 

Lac,  fault,  62. 

Lackes,  faults,   defects,    32,  33, 

136,  177,  defilement,  201. 
Lackejj,  fails,  210. 
Lamb,  ubliq.  case,  Lonibe,   232, 

236  ;pl.  Lambren,  lambs,  138. 
Lang,  long,    obliq.   case,  Longe, 

99,  170,  218. 
Langnesse,  longness,  length,  105. 
Langour,  93. 

Large,  liberal,  21,  23  ;  Larger,  24. 
Largeliche,  largely,  liberally,  37, 

77,  147 
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Largesse,   liberality,    102,    159, 

188. 
Laste,  Lasten,   (ate)  at  last,  49, 

239. 
Laudes,  51. 
Launde,  plain,  216. 
Layde,  laid,  149. 
Layt,  light,  66. 
Lay]?,  lays,  41. 
La3e,  law,  5,  7,  169, 
La3es,  laws,  97. 
Leade,  lead  (plumb-line),  150. 
Leas,  lost,  85. 
Leat,  bowed,  239. 
Leaue,  obUq.  case    of    Leaf,   1 ; 

Leaues,  57,  59. 
Leawede,  Lewede,  lewd,  laymen, 

39,  42,  46,  237. 
Leazinge,  lie,  62. 
Leazings,  Lezinges,  lies,  leasings, 

2,  58,  62,  63. 
Lea3inges  =  leazinges,  lies,  61. 
Leche,  physician,  surgeon,  129. 
Lecherie,   9,  17,  41  j   Lecheries, 

31. 
Lecherous,  111. 
Lechurs,  55. 
Lecherusly,  128. 
Lechi,  to  heal,  174. 
Led,  ivip,  lead,  116,  262. 
Ledde,  pi.  led,  96. 
Lede,  to  lead,  pass,  44. 
Ledej),  ^9?.  lead,  pass,  use,  50,  53. 
Ledinde,  leading,  enjoying,  168. 
Lefthalf,  leftside,  152. 
Lefjj,  liveth,  69,  134. 


Lef]),  believes,  182. 
Legge,  to  lay,  149.  A.S.  lecgan. 
Leme,  limb,  47, 115;  Lemes,  6,  9. 
Lemman,  beloved,  230. 
Lenden,    loins,    46,    236.   A.S. 

lendenu. 
Lende,  lent,  37. 
Lene,  to  lend,  35. 
Lenere,  lender,  35. 
LeneJ),  pi.  lend,  35,  36. 
Leng,  imp.  delay,  194. 
Lenge,  to  delay,  prolong,  173. 
Lenger,  longer,  56. 
Leninge,  sh.  lending,  35. 
Lenten,  175. 
Lenjj,  lends,  6,  135. 
Lenynde,  lending,  35. 
Lere,  loss,  36,  46. 
Lesse,  Les,  less,  2,  28,  90,  118. 
LesseJ),    lessen,    depreciate,    28, 

136. 
Lesse,  to  lessen,  175,  267. 
Lessoun,  135;  Lessouns,  56. 
Lest,  Leste,  least,  36,  44,  84,  90. 
Lesnesse,  forgiveness,  14,  263. 
Lessynge,  diminution,  lessening, 

268. 
Leste,  to  endure,  84. 
Lestynde,  lasting,  84. 
Let,  lead,  51,115,  185. 
Let,  letteth,  31,  181. 
Let,  leaves,  ceases,  17,  26,  97, 

111,  212,  269. 
Lete,  to  let,  permit,  56,  73. 
Lete,  to  leave,  forsake,  give  up, 

74,  78,  117,  165. 
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Lett')),  let,  jjI  40,  42. 

LeteJ),  forsake,  leave,  G,  77,  1G5. 

Lettre,  lettres,  1,  40. 

Leth,  leadeth,  200. 

Leuayiie,  leaven,  205. 

Leue,  Leuejj,  60,  8G,  89. 

Leue,  dear,  beloved,  113. 

Leve,  Leue]),  live,  lives,  54,  G2, 

74,  93,  141. 
Leuede,  lived,  71. 
Leiied,  Leuedy,  pi.  Leuedys,  47, 

67. 
Leuere,  rather,  liever,  31. 
Leuest,  livest,  194. 
Leiieth,  lives,  214. 
Leuinge,  remainder,  73. 
Lewed,   Lewede,  layman,  laity, 

25. 

Lezere,  gleaner,  86. 

Lezinges,  lies,  63. 
Le3e,  to  laugh,  161. 
Le3ers,  liars,  19. 
Le3inge,  laughing,  161. 
Le33e,  to  laugh,  111.  See  Lhe33e. 
Lhade,  to  lade,  178. 
Lhapwynche,  lapwing,  61. 
Lhap])  =   IheapJ),  leaps,  jumps, 

QQ,  155. 
Lheape,  to  run,  spring,  jump,  27, 

89,  93,  156. 
LheapeJ),  pi.  leap,  run,  140. 
Lhene,  lean,  53,  189. 
Lhest,  listens,  61,  268. 
Lheste,   to  listen,  70,   133,  199, 

229. 
Lheste  J),  pi.   268.      AS.  Ihistan^ 


to  listen. 
Lliestninge,  listening,  258. 
Lheuc,    slow,    loath,    31.       A.S. 

wla^c,  slack,  remiss. 
Lheucliche,      lukewarndy,    slow, 

31. 
Lheuedi,  Lheuedy,  lady,  24,  53, 

57,  64. 
Lheuedy es,  ladies,  215. 
Lhe3inges,  laughter,  63. 
Lhe3fi,  laughs,  93. 
Lhe33e,  to  laugh,  58,  214.    A.S. 

hlihan  (pret.  hloh). 
Lhip,  Ihiep,  leapt,  45. 
Lhord,    lord,    master,    husband, 

ohliq.      case,      Lhorde  ;      79?. 

Lhordes,  1,  6,   7,  20,   37,  54, 

221. 
Lhordinges,  lords,  67. 
Lhordssip,  Lhordssipe,   lordship, 

54,  68. 
Lhoude,  loudly,  212. 
Lhoue,  ohliq.  casey  loaf,  82. 
Libbe,  LibbeJ),  live,  28,  32,  34, 

53,  70,  74. 
Libbinde,  Libinde,  living,  13,  73, 

74,  149. 
Libelles,  40. 
Licnesse,      Liknesse,      likeness, 

pattern,  49,  92. 
Licuol,  pleasing,  delightful,  217. 
Liese,  lose,  214. 
Li  erne,  imp.  learn,  73. 
Lierni,  to  learn,  209. 
Lif,  ohliq.  case,  Line,  life,  72. 
Ligge,  to  lie,  31,  223. 
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Likerouses,  pleasant,  delightful, 
47,  54. 

Like]?,  pleases,  is  pleasing,  63, 
187. 

Liki,  to  23 lease,  215. 

Likinde,  Likynde,  pleasing,  62, 
63,  126,  214. 

Likinge  {pi.  Likinges),  pleasure, 
delight,  23,  46,  248. 

Liknej?,  resembles,  88. 

Likni,  to  delight  in,  245. 

Liky,  to  delight  in,  177. 

Line,  Linene,  linen,  178,  236. 

Lingne,  line,  160. 

Lioun,  lion,  17. 

Lipars,  leopards,  13L 

Lippen,  lips,  210,  211. 

Lite,  little,  28,  31,  43. 

Litel,  little,  29. 

Li]),  lieth,  31,  55,  83. 

Li^hche  =  li3tliche,  easily,  249. 

Li3te,  light,  little,  11,  99. 

Li3te,  Li3te,  light,  270. 

Li3ter,  easier,  78. 

Li3thedes,  levities,  207. 

Li3tlaker,  easier,  sooner,  229. 

Li3tliche,  Li3tyliche,  easily,  quick- 
ly, venially,  6,  9,  63,  115,  183, 
255. 

Loc,  lock,  255. 

Lodesmanne,  pilot,  140. 

Lodlakest,  most  loathsome,  49. 

Lodliche,  obscene,  257. 

Lodlichhede,  loathsomeness,  203. 

Loke,  look,  behold,  97,  129. 

Lokede,    kept,    18,    204,    235  ; 


looked,  242.     See  Loki,  Loky, 
observed. 
Lokeden,  pi.  looked,  245. 
Lokere,  guardian,  '2,1;  pi.  Lokeres, 

220,  222. 
Lokes,  locks,  151. 
Lokes,    Whitsunday,    143,    163, 

213. 
Al  here  joyen  a  lok  Sounday, 
And  alle  the  that  me  aspye  may, 
That  hyre  and  (on)  erthe  felle, 
Al  frara  Crystes  ascencioun 
Al-wat  (until)  comthe  hyre  assumpcioun 
To  thyssere  loungy  schelle. 

Shoreham's  Poems,  p.  127. 

Lokest,  keepest,  93. 

LokeJ),  look,  26,  89. 

Loke]7,  keeps,  213,  248. 

Loki,   Loky,   to  keep,    be    kept, 

observe,   keep   guard,    beware, 

keep  from,  protect,  save,   5,   7, 

8,  11,  39,  41,  42,  53. 
Loki,  Loky,  look,  43,  89  ;  regard, 

consider,  195  ;   A.S.  locian. 
Lokinde,  keeping,  observing,  232. 
Lokinge,  Lokynge,  Lokingge,  care, 

custody,  award,  decision,  8,  19, 

65,  128,  158; '  to  fe  lokinge  of,' 

as  regards,  108,  109. 
Lokinge  (ayen),  looking  back,  242. 
Lokinges,  looks,  242,  245. 
Lombe,  lamb,  236. 
Lompe,  ohllq.  case  of  Lamp,  233. 
Lompen,  lamps,  189,  218,  233. 
Londe,  ohllq.  case  of  Land,   37  ; 

p)l.  Londes,  36. 
Lone,  loan,  35,  36. 
Longaynes,  corners,  212. 
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Longc,  a(h\  long,  205. 

Longo,  on  account  of,  2G6. 

Loren,  lost,  235. 

Los,  fame,  2G,  28,  G3,  IIG,   Ul, 

Fr.  los. 
Losengeri,  deceit,  lies,  10,  23. 
Lost,  ohllq.  case  Loste,  pi.  Lostes, 

lust,  desire,   pleasure,   24,    4G, 

72,  78,  82,  91,  92. 
Lostejj,  pleases,  246. 
Lostuol,  lustful,  pleasing,  pleasant, 

desirable,  80,  94,  110,  244. 
Lostuolle,      Lostfolle,     pleasant, 

desirable,  91  ;  delicious,    158, 

204. 
Lostuoller,  more  pleasant,  92. 
Lostuolliche,  greedily,  51. 
Louede,  Loueden,  loved,  52,  230. 
Louerede,  love,  3,  145,  146. 
Loui,    Louie,    Louy,    Louye,    to 

love,  6,  31,  55,  62,  et  passim. 
Louie]?,  Louye Jj,  loves,  love,  6,  61, 

78,  210,  270. 
Louiinde,  Louiynde,  loving,   75, 

145. 
Louriinde,  louring,  256. 
Louyeres,  lovers,  270. 
Lozeniour,  liar,  22. 
L03,  Lo^e,  low,    105,    138,   139, 

140;  comp.  Lo3er,  175  ;  superl. 

Lo3este,  119,  122. 
Lo3eJ>,    diminishes,    is    lessened, 

humbles,  49,  136,  246. 
Lo3nesse,  humility,  246. 
Lo3y,  to  lower,  lessen,  depreciate, 

humble,  28,  216. 


Luxurie,  157. 
Lyad,  lead,  141. 
Lyazinge,  leasing,  lies,  63. 
Lyckestre,  lickster;  translates  Fr. 

lecher  esse,  56. 
Lyeaf,  leaf,  62. 
Lyeas,  lost,  203. 
Lyeasinge,  lie,  60,  175. 
Lyeaue,  leaf,  1. 
Lyeaues,  leaves,  57,  96. 
Lyerne,  Lierne,  imp.  learn,  70,  72, 

233. 
Lyernest,  learnest,  73. 
Lyerne]?,  Lyernief,  learn,  36,  53, 

74,  75,  122,  133. 
Lyerni,  Lyerny,  to  learn,  2,  34, 

70,  99,  135,  161. 
Lyese,  to  lose,  40,  57. 
Lyesinges,  lies,  10,  57. 
Lyest,  loseth,  33,  49,  52,  129. 
Lyeue,  ohliq.  case  of  Lief,  dear, 

117,  213. 
LyexneJ),  lies,  66. 
Lyezef,  lose,  117,  149. 
Lye3e,  lie,  218. 
Lye3ejj,  Lye3eJ},  lie,  belie,  10,  22, 

44,  52,  56,  63,  129,  133. 
Lye3inge,  lying,  63,  143. 
Ly3ere,  har,  58,  62,  256. 
Lye3]7,  lies,  63. 
Lyf,  life,  70,  71 ;  ohliq.  case,  Lyue, 

93. 
Lyfno]?,    livelihood,    sustenance, 

138. 
Lj^kede,  delighted  in,  267. 
Lykerous,  pleasant,  95. 
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Lykef,  is  like,  81. 

LykeJ),  delights,  178. 

Lyky,  to  delight  in,  127. 

Lykynde,  pleasing,  80. 

Lykynge,  likeness,  81. 

Lykynges,  pleasures,  112. 

Lylye,  230. 

Lynx,  81. 

Lyte,  little,  36. 

Ly)j,  lies,  52. 

Ly3tliche,  lightly,  easily,  104. 

Mageste,  majesty,  266. 
Magnamitie,  163,  164. 
Magnificence,  164,  168. 
Maimes,  maims,  sores,  135. 
Maine,  Mayne,  retinue,  servants, 

household,  139. 
Maister,  master,  pi.  maistres,  76, 

200. 
Make,  masc.  mate,  226. 
Maked  =  make]),  makes,  249. 
Maki,   Maky,   to  make,  27,    40, 

44,  47,  154. 
Makiere,  Makyere,  maker,  creator, 

251,  267. 
Makiinde,  Makinde,  making,  35, 

42. 
Makynge,     Makiynge,     making, 

creation,  creature,  1,  92,  218. 
Malancolien,  Melancolien,  melan- 
choly (one),  253. 
Malice,  26. 
Man,    ohliq.     case     Manne,    7;?. 

Men,  gen.  2)1.  Manne,  8,  9,  11, 

21,  24,  31. 


Manere,  Maniere,  Manire,  Many  ere 
(2^1.  Maneres,  Manyeres),  man- 
ner, mode,  way,  6,  14,  15,  19, 
21,  23,  37,  146. 

Manhede,  Manhod,  Manhode, 
manhood,  homage,  12,  19,  118, 
145. 

Manie,  Manye,  jpZ.  many,  26,  31, 
165. 

Mankende,  mankind,  1. 

Manslajfe,  Mansla3te,  pil-  ^I'T^n- 
sla3j)es,  manslaughter,  homi- 
cide, 8,  30,  54,  57,  115. 

Manzinge,  excommunicate,  cub- 
ing, 148,  189.   See  Amanzinga 

Marcat,  Markat,  market,  ohliq. 
case,  Markatte,  23,  36,  42. 

Marchons,  merchants,  36,  39. 

Mares,  marshes,  250. 

Mariage,  Mariages,  39,  148. 

Marissi,  to  marry,  220. 

Markes,  bounds,  limits,  223. 

Martire,  Martires,  53,'73,83,  166. 

Martired,  111. 

Martirement,  martyrdom,  77. 

Materie  =  Matiere,  matter,  49, 
118,  136. 

Matyns,  51. 

Maugre,  69. 

Ma  we,  to  mow,  214. 

Mayden,  pi.  Maydenes,  Maydines, 
12,  15,  48,  98,  118,  218. 

Maydenhod,  maidenhood,  228, 
231. 

Mayne,  family,  household,  domes. 

'     tics,  30,  129. 
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Mayster,  ^faystre,  master,  35,  G8, 
97. 

Maystresse,  mistress,  34,  206. 

Maystrie,  mastery,  91,  92,  1G9. 

Ma^o,  maw,  stomach,  56. 

Me,  one,  they,  17. 

Mede,     reward,      payment,     jd. 
Medes,  35,  42,  90,  169. 

Medi,  to  reward,  146. 

Medicine,  Medicines,  22,  69. 

Medles,  quarrels,  41,  66. 

Meduol,  meritorious. 

Mele,  meal,  flour,  93. 

Melk,  milk,  137,  177. 

Melle,  mill,  24,  58,  141. 

Melodic,  Melodya,  151. 

Melte,  melted,  171. 

Memorie,  104. 

Menestrals,  minstrels,  192. 

Menet,  mint,  241. 

Menetime,  meantime,  36. 

Meniynges,  meanings,  thoughts, 
230. 

Mennesse,  communion,  fellow- 
ship, 14,  268;  A.S.  ge-mcknnes. 

Mentel,  mantle,  188,  221. 

Merci,  Mersi,  28,  29,  137. 

Merciuol,  merciful,  189. 

Mere,  mare,  185. 

Merite,  merit,  134. 

Merss,  marsh,  251. 

Mes,  mess,  dish,  55,  56. 

Mesayse,  Mezayse,  Meseyse,  un- 
easiness, sorrow,  poverty,  185, 
191  ;  to  displease,  58. 

Messager,  Messagier,   Messagyer, 


messenger,    pJ.      Messagieres, 
Messagyers,  151,  195,  211. 
Messages,  122,  189. 
Messe,  mass,  20. 
Messe-daye,  mess-day,  175. 
Messen,  masses,  31,  32. 
Messinges,  messes,  dishes,  71. 
Mest,  adv.  most,  23,  26. 
Meste,  adj.  most,  72,  89. 
Mesteres,  officials,  39. 
Mestier,  craft,  187. 
Mestyeres,   offices,    122  ;  works, 

operations,  167. 
Mesure,   IMesures,    measure,  mo- 
deration, 44,  51,  52,  53,  252. 
Mesurejj,  moderates,  254. 
Mesuri,  to  moderate,  252. 
Met,  dreams,  128. 
Metal,  139. 
Metals,  167. 
Mete,  Metes,  meat,  food,  meats, 

9,  29,  51. 
Meteles,  dreams,  164. 
Meteres,  dreamers,  32. 
Metinge,  dream,  143. 
Metinges,  dreams,  32,  77,  92. 
Meyster,  practice,  65. 
Mezel,    leper,    202  ;   Mezels,  pl^ 

224. 
Mid,  Myd,  Myde,  with,  by,  5,  10, 

12,  43,  44. 
Middel,  Midel,  Mydle,  mean,  78, 

136,    249  ;    superl.    IVIidliste, 

122. 
Middelguodes,       Myddelguodes, 

middle  goods,  136. 


GLOSSARIAL    INDEX. 


325 


Milde,  Mylcle,  meek,  133  ;  comp. 
Milder,  24,  204. 

Mildehede,  Myldehede,  meekness, 
110,  133. 

Mildeliche,  Mildelyclie,  meekly, 
135. 

Mildenesse,  Myldenesse,  meek- 
ness, 65,  131. 

Mildi,  to  make  mild,  become 
meek,  177. 

Miracle,  Miracles,  56,  134. 

Misbeleuing,  unhelief,  134. 

Misbileue,  unbelief,  13. 

Misbylefde,  Misbyleuinde,  un- 
believing, 69,  252. 

Misdede,  misdeed,  pi.  Misdedes, 
113,  114,  135. 

Misdejj,  misdoes,  acts  wrongly, 
114. 

Misdo,  sin,  err,  19,  113,  115, 
136. 

Misdoere,  8,  132. 

Misdoinge,  157. 

Misdo Jj,  pi.  misdo,  sin,  100. 

Misfalles,  sh.  misfortunes,  84. 

Misgef,  goes  wrong,  94. 

Misleueef,  disbelieve,  180. 

Misliki,  displease,  257. 

Misnimf,  mistakes,  errs,  160. 
See  Mme. 

Misnimynge,  error,  109. 

Mispayf,  displeases,  50. 

Misprayse,  mis-praise,  136. 

Mis-ret,  advises  badly,  mis-advise, 
184. 

Mis-say]?,      Mis-zayf,      mis-says. 


slanders,  defames,  8,  28,  62,  69. 

Mis-sede,  Mis-zede,  slandered, 
defamed,  132,  133. 

Mis-serued,  served  badly,  20. 

Mis-sigge,  Mis-zigge,  mis-say, 
slander,  defame,  57,  189.  See 
Zigge. 

Mis-sigger,  Mis-ziggere,  slan- 
derer ;  pi.  Mis-siggeres,  Mis- 
ziggeres,  256,  257. 

Mis-sigge  J),  Mis-ziggef,  j9Z.  slander, 
10,  70,  193. 

Mis-sigginge,  Mis-zigginge,  mis- 
saying,  slander,  defamation, 
65,  QQ. 

Misual,  misfortune,  30,  86,  182. 

Misualle,  to  turn  out  badly,  mis- 
befall,  193. 

Miswende,  to  turn  aside,  go 
astray,  253;  j)Z.  Miswendejj,  22, 
40,  52,  67,  136  ;  sing.  Miswent, 
18,  27,  62. 

Mis-ziggere,  slanderer;  pi.  Mis- 
ziggeres,  61,  136,  177. 

Mi3t,  mightest,  57,  179. 

Mi3te, -y^.  might,  31  ;^Z.  Mi3ten, 
42,  52,  55. 

Mi3te,  sh.  miglit,  7,  15. 

Mi3ti,  mighty,  103. 

Mi3tuol,  powerful,  130,  237. 

Mo,  more,  118,  135. 

Moche,  Mochel,  much,  great,  7,  9, 
21,  57,  119,  181  ;  to  moche, 
exceedingly,  14. 

Mochelhede,  Mochelnesse,  great- 
ness,  fulness,   abundance,    ex- 
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travagance,  93,  117,  201,  218. 
Moder,  mother,  8,  89. 
Modren,  mothers,  G7. 
Molde,  mould,  95. 
Momenes,  Momenettes,  idols,  G, 

239. 
!Mone,  moon,  82. 
Monek,  Moneke,  monk,  219,  239. 
Money e,  jMonaye,  2G,  G2. 
Mongenel,  a  warlike  instrument 

for  battering  down  walls,  1 1 G. 
More,  more,  greater,  7,  18. 
More]),  increases,  exaggerates,  28, 

60,  175. 
Mori,  Moiy,  to  increase,  45,  79, 

175,  17G. 
Morsel,  pi.  Mosseles,  24,  56,  248. 
Mortyer,  mortar,  116. 
Morten,  morning,  46,  108. 
Mostard  (seed),  143. 
Mot,  may,  must,  52,  137. 
Mot,   Mote,  speck ;  pi.     Motes, 

108,  175. 
Mofe,  mouth,  256. 
Moydrer,  murderer,  171. 
Mo^e,   Mo3en,  may  be  able,   10, 

15,  21,  31,  86,  92. 
Muekliche,  meekly,  65. 
Multepliest,  218. 
Multiplie]?,  190. 
Musi,  Musy,    Muzy,  to  wonder, 

muse,  amuse,  47,  104,  231. 
Myde,  with,  50. 
Myny,  to  mine,  dig,  108. 
Mysnyme,    mistake,    55.       See 

Nime. 


MysnymJ?,  mistaketli,  83. 

My s-sigginge,  slander,  defamation. 

My 3 ten,  ^>Z.  miglit,  58,  165, 
My^test,  mightest,  104. 
My^tuol,   mighty,   83  ;  pi.  my3t- 
uoUe,  269. 

Xakedliche,  nakedly,  openly,  174. 

NamecoJ?hede,  I^amecoufhede,  re- 
nown, fame,  25  ;  A.S.  nam- 
cu^j  renowned. 

Kameliche,  especially,  21,  44. 

I^amore,  Nanmore,  no  more,  27, 
49,  187. 

JSTase,  nose,  204. 

I^aturel,  natural,  18. 

Nafemo,  neverthemore,  41. 

IS'ayle,  nail,  43. 

ISra3  =  na3t,  not,  222,  246. 

]^a3t,  not,  18. 

Nawerelles,  nowhere  else,  210. 

JNTebsseft,  image,  likeness  ;  A.S. 
neb,  face. 

Nele,  ISTelle,  ne  lolle,  will  not, 
31,56,  71. 

Xeme]?  =  nimejj,  takes,  92. 

Nemne]?,  names,  103. 

Nemni,  N^emny,  to  name,  men- 
tion, 49,  57,  164;  A. S.  nemnan, 

Nenne,  ace.  none,  22,  30,  48. 

Nere,  were  not,  20,  86. 

l^es^Tie  wes,  was  not,  26,  ^^,  72. 

ISTesshede,  delicacy,  softness,  267. 

IN^etlen,  Nettlen,  nettles,  156, 
230. 
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Kette,  J^ettes,  net,  nets,  77,  170. 
JSTef,  hath  not,  84,  210. 
l^euerte,  never-to,  never  yet,  99. 
Neure,  never,  26. 
Neuremo,  nevermore,  71. 
Newehedes,  novelties,  151. 
Newen,  (of  the)  new,  99. 
Newne,  ace.  new,  162. 
Ne3ebores,Ke3eboures,]S"e3ybores, 

Ne33ebores,  neighbours,  30,  36, 

38. 
!N'e3en,  nine,  45. 
!N'e3ende,  ninth,  38,  45,  49. 
!N'e3lec]j,  approaches,   105  ;  A.S. 

neah-lcecan,  to  approach. 
Nhesse,  ISTesssse,  soft,  153  ;  A.S. 

hncesCf  soft,  delicate,  nesJi. 
Nhesse]),  makes  soft,  94. 
Nhicke,  neck,  138,  216. 
Nice,  foolish,  59. 
Niede,    ]N'yede,    business,    need, 

necessity,emergency,^Z.  Niedes, 

Nyedes,    30,    31,  36,  39,    52, 

63,73,  95,  142,151,152,168. 
Nieduol,      Meduolle,      needful, 

necessitous,  36,  95,  110,   112, 

134,  151,  193. 
!N"ie3,  Nye3,  nigh,  near,  51,  76. 

Comp.  Nier,  Nyer,  nearer,  234. 
Nim,  imp.  take,  54. 
Nime,   ]N"yme,  should   take,    55, 

148,   155  ;  A.S.  niman  (pret. 

nam). 
ISTime,  Kyme,  to  take,  37,  67,  77. 
Nimene,  to  take,  165,  166,  195. 
Nimere,  taker,  248. 


Nimef,  pi.  take,  35,  38. 

Niminge,  Nyminge,  taking,  un- 
dertaking, 21,  164  3  exactions, 
39. 

Mminges,  undertakings,  183. 

Mm)),  Nymj7,  takes,  22,  24,  30, 
32,  37,  49,  50. 

Mj?inges,  niggards,  154. 

Nixt,  Mxte,  Nyxte,  next,  neigh- 
bour, 30,  78,  79,  122,  182. 

M3t,  Ny3t,  night,  51,  52;  oUi<i. 
case,  Ni3te,  52. 

Noble,  87. 

Nobleliche,  nobly,  55. 

Noblesse,  nobleness,  20,  22,  24, 
59,  60. 

Nobleste,  92. 

Nolde,  sl7ig.,  Nolden,  jjI.,  would 
not,  64,  132,  173. 

Noldest,  wouldst  not,  146. 

Nole,  Nolle,  Nolle]),  will  not,  35, 
38,39,59,60,64,79,134,209. 

Nom,  took,  45,  87,  88. 

Nome,  ^/>.  taken,  204. 

Nome,  j?Z.  took,  97. 

Non,  None,  no,  none,  29,  64. 

Non,  noon,  32, 

Nonen,  none,  68,  134,  152,  157. 

Norice,  niu'se,  161. 

Noriches,  nurses,  60. 

Norissede,  nourished,  96. 

NorisseJ),  Norisset,  nourisheth, 
21,  83,  140,  167. 

Norrissinde,  Norrissynde,  nourish- 
ing, 95,  112. 

Norissinge,  nourishing,  112. 


328 


OLOSSARIAL    IXDKX. 


Norissy,  Norrisi,  to  nourish,  127, 

154. 
Norture,  112,  113. 
Korjjone,  northern,  25G. 
Kot  =  ne  wot,  knows  not,  25. 
Notary es,  40. 
Kote,    profit,    247,    25G  ;     A.S. 

notu^  nyt^  utility. 
ISTote]},     flourishes,     260  ;    A.S. 

notlan,  to  use,  enjoy. 
Nofer,  neither,  130,  134. 
Nojjing,  not-at-all,  no  wise,  192. 
Noty,  to  note,  118. 
Nou,  now,  87. 
Noyse,  QQ  ;  :N'oyses,  266. 
Novices,  155. 
Novis,  novice,  155. 
Nykeren,  mermaids,  syrens,  61. 
Nykke,  neck,   135;  ^Z.  Nykken, 

56. 
Nymst,  takest,  110,  111. 
Nytef ,  ne  witeth,  know  not,  72. 

0,  one,  186. 

Obedience,  140. 

Ofacsed,  questioned,  tried,  153. 

Ofdret,  afraid,  266. 

Office,  offices,  122,124,  125. 

Official,  37. 

Offre,  offer,  194;  Offrede,  offered, 

193. 
Ofguo,  deserved,  13. 
Ofguoinge,  deserving,  merit,  215. 
Of  halt,  restrains,  refrains,  178. 
Ofhealde,    Ofhyealde,    to    keep 

back,    withhold,    restrain,    re- 


frain, 9,  24,  38,  4G,   177;  pp, 

254. 
Ofliealde}?,       Ofhyalde)),      keep 

back,  withhold,  38,  39,  41,  78. 
Ofhealdingo,  sh.  witliholding,  34. 
Ofhild,  restrained,  190. 
Ofrendes,  offerings,  41. 
Ofringe,  offering,  229. 
Ofserved,  deserved,  131. 
Ofseruejj,  deserves,  222. 
Ofseruinge,  deserving,  merit,  114. 
Oftake,  overtake,  43. 
Oftyened,  very  angry,  QiQ. 
Oksen,  oxen,  243. 
OkseJ)  =:  aJcseth,  ask,  demand,  54, 

109. 
Oly,  oil,  136. 
Olyfont,  elephant,  84. 
On,  one,  9,  48  ;  '  al  on '  :=  the 

same,  15. 
Onarmed,  unarmed,  170. 
Onbint,  Onbynt,  unbinds,  97. 
Onblissed,  unconsecrated,  41. 
Onbo^sam,  disobedient,  21. 
Onbo3samnesse,  disobedience,  33. 
Onbynde,  unbind,  172. 
OnbyndeJ),  J9Z.  unbind,  40. 
Oncharge]?,  unloads,  97. 
Onclenlich,      Onclenliche,       un- 
cleanly, impure,  42. 
Onclennesse,  uncleanness,  203. 
Onconnynde,   ignorant,    unJcnoio- 

inQy  59. 
Onconnynge,  ignorance,  131. 
Onconnynghede,         Onconnynd- 

liede,  ignorance,  33,  40. 
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Oncoujje,  uncouth,  strangers,   37, 

193,  253. 
Ondelf]?,  digs  up,  61. 
Onder,  under,  12. 
Onderbere,  supj^ort,  84. 
Onderlinges,  underlings,  subjects, 

39. 
Ondernime,  undertake,  83,  123. 
Ondernim]),  surprises,  173. 
Onderstanst,  understandest,  270. 
Onderstant,  understands,  56,  129, 

130. 
Onderstonde,  to  understand,  14  ; 

undertake,   131;  pp.    14,  57; 

pret.  Understod  ;  suhj.    Under- 

stode,  138  ;  imp.    Understand, 

129.     Onderstonde]?,  ^Z.  79. 
Onderstondinge,         Onderstond- 

ingge,  understanding,  24,   56, 

113. 
Onderuang]?,    receives,    33,    65, 

143. 
Onderuinge,      Onderuynge,     pi. 

received,  101,  267. 
Onderuonge,  to  receive,  14,  100; 

pp.  received,  14. 
Onderuonge]?,  p>l.  receive,  38,  42. 
Onderuonginge,  receipts,  income, 

37,  172. 
Onderuot,  underfoot,  85,  184. 
Onderzek]?,  searches  out,  184. 
Onde]?,  opens,  189. 
Ondo,  undo,  106,  107,  136. 
One,  alone,  103,  104. 
Onen,  dat.  one,  101,  102,  190. 


Onest,  honest,  decorous,  decent,     Ontreu])e,  untruth,  17,  218. 


45,  214. 
Onestete,  decency,  53,  224. 
One]?,  unites,  88. 
Onhede,  unity,  oneness,  solitude, 

79,  142. 
Oninge,  Onynge,  union,  concord, 

65,67, 135,  153; i^Z.  Onynges, 

67. 
Onjoini,  unjoin,  107. 
Onkende,  unkind,  unnatural,  188. 
Onknawyndliche,    unknowingly, 

175. 
Onleak,  unlocked,  opened,  67. 
Onlepi,    Onlepy,    Onelepi,    one, 

same,  single,    12,    13,   14,  21, 

73,  88,  101. 
Onlepihede,  singularity,  21. 
Onlepiliche,    Onlepilyche,    only, 

55,  76,  175. 
Onlosthede,  disinclination,  sloth, 

31,  153,  163. 
Onlosti,  idle,  170,  174. 
Onlyche,  only,  265. 
Onnea}?es,     Onnyea}?e,     scarcely, 

hardly,  15,  18,19,28,29,174, 

182. 
OnpayJ?,  displeases,  50. 
Onri3t,  unright,  39,  221. 
Onri3tuol,     Onri^tuolle,     wrong, 

unlawful,  39,  270. 
Onssriuel,  careless,  32. 
Onspekynde,  ineffable,  266. 
Ontodelinde,  indivisible,  266. 
Ontrewe,  untrue,  unfaithful,   dis 
.  honest,  18,  36,  37,  270. 


O) 


330 


OLC88ARIAL    INIJEX. 


Oiitreweliche,  untruly,  dishonest- 
ly,  44. 

On])ank,  displeasure,  69. 

On))oliynde,  On))olyiiide,  intoler- 
able, 265.     See  jpolie. 

OnwoneJ),  discontinues,  32. 

OnworJ),  sh.  shame,  displeasure, 
adj.  poor,  hateful,  mean,  35, 
49,  132,  215,  270. 

Onworjje,  imp.  despise,  196. 

Onwor]?ede,  despised,  77. 

Onworjjest,  despisest,  20. 

OnworjjeJ),  despises,  8,  34,  79. 

Onworjjhede,  contempt,   29,  175. 

Onworjji,  unworthy,  to  hold  un- 
worthy, despise,  22,  64,  84, 
162  ;  A.S.  umvorpian,  to  dis- 
honour. 

OnworJ?lych,  unworthy,  132. 

Onworfnesse,  contempt,  9,  168. 

Onwri,  discover,  lay  bare,  174. 
See  Wraye,  Wri. 

Onwrijj,  opens,  58. 

Onwri^e,  uncovered,  244. 

On^vry3e,  openly,  88,  112. 

Omvyt,  folly,  82,  83. 

Onwythede,  folly,  19. 

Onwytynde,  unwittingly,  37. 

On-zauwed,  unsaved,  lost,  181. 

Onzyginde,  invisible,  268. 

Op,  Ope,  up,  above,  over,  upon, 
39,  54,  236,  240. 

Oparizinge,  ascension,  213. 

Opbere,  upbear,  support,  30. 

Openede,  opened,  96. 

Openi,  to  open,  130. 


Opeuliche,  openly,  65,  73. 

OphebbeJ),  heave  (Hft)  up,  217. 

Opinions,  69. 

Oplet,  to  starve,  33. 

Opniminge,    Opnymynge,  under- 
taking, enterprise,  22,  83,  84. 

Opnome,  uptaken,  possessed,  143. 

Oppe,  open,  253. 

Oprisinge,  resurrection,  227. 

Opri3t,  upright,  56. 

Op  fet,  upon  that,  so  that,  232. 

Opweninge,     overweening,     pre- 
sumptuous, 21. 

Opwexeth,  grow  up,  increase,  75. 

Ordaynede,  7. 

Ordaynef,    Ordeynef,    29,    123, 
153,  260. 

Ordayni,  Ordeyni,  to  set  in  order, 
subject  to,  94,  152,  263. 

Ordenliche,  Ordeneliche,  orderly, 
temperately,  125,  151. 

Ordinance,  125. 

Ordine,   orderly,   not  inordinate, 
153,  259. 

Ordre,  order,  48. 

Oreysonne,    Oreysonnes,    prayer, 
prayers,  51. 

Orible,  Orrible,  horrible,  43,  137. 

Orped,  valiant,  183. 

Ost,  host,  67. 

Of,  oath,  6,  64  ;  ohliq.  case,  ofe, 
65  ;  pi.  ojjes,  64. 

Ofer,  or,  9,  10. 

Ofer,  other,  second;  pi.  of  re,  6, 
89. 

Oferlaker,  otherwise,  91,  94. 
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Ojerhuil,    Oferhiiyl,   sometimes, 

21,  30,  40. 
Ojjren,  dat  pi  136. 
Ojjrene,  0]?renne,  ace.  other,   8, 

9,  10,  11,  21,  27,   28,  29,  30, 

&Q,  175. 
Oueral,  everywhere,  25,  35,  173. 
Ouercom,  overcame,  169. 
Ouercome,  inf.  167,  168. 
Ouercominge,  victory,  169. 
Ouercomjj,  overcomes,  117,  149, 

169. 
Ouer-dede,  excess,  55. 
Ouerdoinge,  excess,  258,  260. 
Ouergejj,  overgoes,  surpasses,  34, 

112,252. 
Ouerguof,   pi.    surpass,    overgo, 

212. 
Ouerliche,  Ouerlyche,  above,  123. 
Ouerlinge,    ruler,    8,    122,    141, 

147. 
Ouer]?rauJ),  overthrows,  168. 
OuerjjraweJ),  ^/.  overthrow,  136. 
Ouerwenere,  presumptuous  (one), 

21,  22  ;  pi,  Ouerweneres,  59. 
Ouerweninde,  overweening,  169. 
Ouerweninge,    presumption,    17, 

21,  29. 
Ouer-yernf,    transgresses,     over- 
runs, 323.     See  Yerne. 
Ouet,  fruit,  27. 
Oule,  owl,  27. 
Oure,  hour,  54. 
Oure,  our,  ours,  19. 
Oures,  prayers,  112. 
Ournemens,  ornaments,  140. 


Ous,  us,  117. 

Outguoinge,  outgoing,  190. 
Outkestinge,  out-casting,  offshoot ; 

pi.  Outkestinges. 
Outnime,    Outynome,    Outnome, 

except,  221,  250. 
Outrage,  Outtrage,   extraordinary 

thing,    excess,     extravagance ; 

pi.  outrages,  19,  54. 
Oxi,  to  ask,  114. 
Oyle,  oil,  93. 
Oynement,  ointment,  93. 
036,  03en,  O^ene,  own,    17,   21, 

22,  28,  39,  48. 
03eneres,  proprietors,  owners,  37. 
03ninge,  possession,  37. 
O3)),  owneth,  9. 

Paci,   Pasi,   to   pass,   pass  away, 

191,  214. 
Pacience,  166. 
Paneworfe,  pennyworth,  90. 
Pans,  pence,  190. 
Parfite,  perfect,  185. 
Parfitlyche,  perfectly,  144. 
Parti,  to  part,  107. 
Partiner,  partner,  253. 
Pasinde,  passing,  temporal,  209. 
Pasindeliche,  temporally,  172. 
Passion,  Passioun,  142. 
Patroyllart,  provincial,  211. 
Paye,  to  please  {sing,   payjj,  pjl. 

payej?),  182,  216. 
Payenes,  pagans,  235. 
Payinges,  pleasings,  216, 
Payse,  peace,  162. 
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PuysiLlo,  PayziLle,  peaceaLlo,  261. 

Penonce,  penance,  221. 

Peregrinage,  pilgrimage,  187. 

Perilousliclie,  perilously,  254. 

Perle,  pearl  (of  the  eye),  158. 

Perseiierance,  208. 

Perseuerantliclie,  perseveringly, 
210. 

Pese,  peace,  2G1. 

Pesen,  ^9?.  pease,  120. 

Pette  {ohliq.  case  of  pet),  pit,  207. 

PeJ),  Pe)?e,  path,  127,  185. 

Pilgrime,  253. 

Pine,  torment;  pi.  Pinen,  tor- 
ments, 130,  131,  265. 

Pine]?,  torments,  141. 

Piteus,  Pitous,  piteous,  merciful, 
144,  150. 

Plait,  pleading,  law-suit,  39. 

Piastres,  148. 

Playneres,  plaintiifs,  39. 

Playni,  to  complain,  132,  190. 

Play  teres,  advocates,  39. 

Play  tinge,  pleading,  162. 

Playty,  plead,  99. 

Plente,  plenty,  161. 

Plenteliche,  plentifully,  105. 

Ple3es,  plays,  sports,  207,  214. 

Poer,  power,  170. 

Pokoc,  Pokoce,  peacock,  257, 270. 

Pond,  pound,  190. 

Porchacejj,  176,  219. 

Porchaci,  Purchaci,  to  purchase, 
obtain,  or  earn  a  living,  193, 
195. 

Porpos,  purpose,  209. 


Pors,  Porse,  purse,  187,  188. 

Poruaye,  Porueye,  to  foresee,  pro- 
vide for,  152. 

PoruayeJ),  Porueyjj,  provide  for> 
distribute,  145. 

Poruay]),  provides  for,  138. 

Porueynde,  taking  thought  for, 
265. 

Porueyonce,  prudence,  156. 

Possessioun,  149,  150. 

Posst,  Posste,  post,  148,  207. 

Poty,  to  put,  135. 

Poudres,  powders,  148. 

Pouer,  power,  164. 

Pouer,  Poure,  poor,  ^pZ.  Poueren, 
190. 

Pouerehede,  poverty,  138. 

Pourehede,  poorness,  130,  216. 

Pouri,  to  pore,  177. 

Pouringe,  lookinge,  177. 

Pourpre,  purple,  229. 

Poyns,  points,  160. 

Praysy,  Prayzy,  to  praise,  134, 
135,  152,  227 ;plpres.  Praze]), 
143 ;  pref.  Prayzede,  243. 

Prechinge,  191. 

Prede,  pride,  258. 

PrekieJ),  prick,  230,  257. 

Prekiinde,  pricking,  148. 

Prekiynges,  Prekyinges,  prick- 
ings, stings,  203. 

Prelat,  prelate,  j9/.  Prelas,  175. 

Presense,  presence,  161. 

Present,  Presont,  189,  218. 

Preste,  proudest,  267  j  pridest, 
270. 
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Prestliche,  readily,  140. 
Presumcion,  182,  195. 
Prette,  prided,  258. 
Preus,  brave,  83. 
Pris,  value,  price,  234. 
Priueliche,  secretly,  225. 
ProdeJ),  pi.  pride,  79. 
Profiti,  to  profit,  126. 
Prou,  profit,  85. 
Proudliche,  proudly,  168. 
Prouduol,  proud,  217. 
Prouesse,  Prowesse,  162,  164. 
Prous,  bold,  hardy,  83. 
Provi,  to  prove,  158. 
Pryente,  print,  mark,  81. 
Punissi,  to  punish,  148. 
Purgi,  to  purge,  132. 
Purte,  purity,  202. 

Qualites,  153. 
Quarel,  arrow,  71. 
Quaynte,  gay,  89. 
Quaynteliche,  gaily,  47. 
Quead,  Qued,  bad.     See  Kuead. 
Queayntese,  Qeyntise,   craft,   de- 
ceit, 38,  90. 
Queme,  to  please.     See  Kueme. 
Quemef,  please,  149. 
Quern]),  pleases,  231. 
Quen,  queen.     See  Kuen. 
Quereles,  quarrels,  83,  142. 
Queme,  mill,  181  ;  A.S.  civeorn. 
Quic,  alive,  living.     See  Kuic. 
Quit.     See  Kuit. 

Rage,  141. 


Rasour,  razor,  QQ. 

Raf  e,  early,  soon,  52 ;  comp.  RaJ^re, 

rather,  sooner,  61,  71, 120, 140. 
Raymi,  to  accuse,  44  j  A.S.  reo- 

mian,  to  cry  out. 
Rearde,  speech,  sound,  24,  211  ; 

A.S.  reard. 
Rebel,  rebellion,  QS. 
Rebele,  v.  rebel,  28. 
Rebours,  rebellious,  68. 
Recorde,  142,  203. 
Recorder,  55. 
Recordi,  Recordy,  to  record,  call 

to  mind,  21,  59,  208. 
Recordinge,  55. 
Recreyd,  recreant,  195. 
Red,  Rede,  counsel,  advice,  con- 
spiracy, 23  ;  pi.  Redes,   9,  10, 

23,  89,  165,  183,  184. 
Redde,  advised,  184. 
Rede,  to  counsel,  38,  104,  154. 
Rederes,  advisers,  184. 
Reforme,  81. 
Refter,  rafter,  175. 
Refye,  to  move,  shake,  116  ;  A.S. 

reajian,  to  seize. 
Reg  (ohliq.    case,   Regge),   back, 

116,  133,  177;  A.S.  rig. 
Regne,  reign,  kingdom,  85. 
Regne,  to  reign,  67. 
Rekeni,  Rekeny,  to  reckon,   35, 

37,  173,  214.. 
Rekeninge,  Rekenynge,  account, 

35,  171,  214. 
Religioun,  41. 
Relikes,  64. 
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Remedie,  207. 

Kcmenont,  remnant,  100. 

Remue,  to  remove,  104. 

Renable,  reasonable,  95,  1G3. 

Kenay,  Reney,  apostate,  19. 

Renaye,  Reneye,  deny,  forsake, 
disbelieve,  19. 

Renayrie,  apostasy,  19. 

Rene,  rain,  130. 

Renoyre,  RonojTye,  unbelief,  apo- 
stasy, 17. 

Rentes,  revenue,  37,  41,  144. 

Repente,  238. 

Repentonce,  201. 

Resemble,  59. 

Respit,  39. 

Resse,  a  rush,  253 ;  A.S.  7'esce. 

Reste,  to  rest,  7,  31,  119,  260. 

Restede,  7. 

Resteuol,  Restuolle,  contempla- 
tive, 199. 

Resye,  to  quake,  resound,  23. 

Ret,  advises,  22,  184,  187. 

Ret,  reads,  147,  231. 

Reule,  rule,  150. 

Reule,  to  rule,  124. 

Reufe,  Rewfe,  mercy,  pity,  186, 
189. 

Reufevol,  mercif ul,  1 1 6, 186, 188, 
195. 

Reven,  sheriffs,  reeves,  37,  39, 
43. 

Reverence,  20. 

Reverte,  128. 

Reward,  regard,  74. 

RewfeuoUe,  merciful,  198. 


Ribaud,  ribald,  51,  127. 

Ribaudie,  Ribaudy,  ribaldry, 
128,  203,  220. 

Ribaus,  j>»Z.  of  Ribaud,  a  ribald, 
192. 

Riclie,  kingdom,  197  ;  A.S.  ryce. 

Richesse,  riches,  24,  77. 

RidingeSj'ridings,  24. 

Rine,  rain,  49. 

Riotouse,  170. 

Ripe,  to  reap,  214. 

Ri3t,  Ri3te,  Ry3te,  right,  8. 

Ri3tes,  40. 

Ri3tuol,  just,  equitable,  44,  105, 
135,  196. 

Ri3tuolliche,  equitably,  right- 
fully, 196,  201. 

Ri3tuolnesse,  Ri3tnesse,  rightful- 
ness, righteousness,  3,  29,  124, 
154. 

Robbere,  robber,  39,  79. 

Robbi,  to  rob,  39. 

Robbynges,  thefts,  39. 

Roberie,  Roberye,  robbeiy,  9,  34. 

Robes,  24. 

Roche,  rock,  142." 

Rocky,  to  rock,  116. 

Rod,  rode,  cross,  1,  114. 

Romongours,  horse-dealers,  44. 

Rond,  round,  1. 

Ronsoune,  ransom,  35. ' 

Roppes,  entrails,  62;  A.S.  roi^pas. 

Rote,  root,  34,  95  ;  pi.  Roten, 
34,  35,  68,  116. 

Roted,  rotten,  205. 

Rofer,  rudder,  160. 
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Eotie,  Eotye,  to  rot,  decay,  32, 

205. 
Ruby,  76. 
Ruieles,  rules,  97. 
Russoles,  rissoles,  cakes  made  in 

the  frying-pan,  from  O.Fr.  ris- 

soler,  to  fry,  253. 
Rybaus,  259. 
Ryche,  kingdom,  (!>Q. 
Rynde,  rind,  99. 
Ryote,  rote,  99. 
Ry3tnesse,  righteousness,  266. 
Ry^-uoUiche  =ry3t-uolliche,  right- 

fuUy,  265. 

Sabat,  sabbath,  7. 

Sacrefices,  187. 

Sacrement,  ^:>?.  Sacremens,  14,  40, 

48,  238. 
SacreJ?,  makes  sacred,  235. 
Sacrifice,  187. 
Sacrilege,  34,  40. 
Safyr,  sapphire,  76. 
Salamandre,  167. 
Sanguine,  157. 
Sanynt,  Saynt,  saint,  262. 
Satisfaccion,  32. 
Savour,  138. 
Sauf,  safe,  36. 
Sause,  sauce,  55. 
Sautere,  psalter,  27. 
Sayn,  Sanyn  (iov  Smjnt\  saint,  1, 

2,  12,  14. 
Saysine,  Sayzine,  possession,  1 44, 

149. 
Scallede,     having    the    scall    or 


scab,  224. 

Scarse,  scant,  53,  54. 

Scarsliche,  niggardly,  34. 

Scarsnesse,  niggardliness,  159. 

Scele,   Sckele,  skill,   reason,   11, 
12,  18,  53,  54. 

Sceluol,  SceluoUe,  skilful,  reason- 
able, 51,  169,  259. 

Scin,  Scinne,  skin,  44,  137,  230. 

Sclondre,  slandre,  6. 

Scluse,  Sluice,  255. 

Scoffe,  scorn,  ridicule,  128. 

Scolde,  to  scald,  %Q. 

Scole,  school,  34. 

Scolere,  scholar,  39. 

Scome,  scum,  44. 

Scorne,  i)Z.  Scornes,  22,  74,  128. 

Scorne,  to  scorn,  22. 

Scornere,  ^9Z.  Scorneres,  63,  177. 

Scorni,  to  scorn,  211. 

Scorpioun,  62. 

Scot,  payment,  51  j  A.S.  sceat. 

Scriveyns,  scriveners,  44. 

Seculeres,  pi.  Seculeer,  215. 

SembleJ?,  ^9?.,  resemble,  176. 

Semblont,  pretence,  27,  137. 

Sengle,  single,  48,  175. 

Sentense,  opinion,  69. 

Sercle,  circle,  141. 

Sergond,  Sergont,  Seriont,  ser- 
vant, officer,  pi.  Sergons,  Se- 
rious, 32,  33,  35,  39,  188. 

Sermon,  Sermoun,  20,  138. 

Servi,  Seruy,  to  serve,  5,  6,  24, 
54,  79,  225. 

Servise,  7,  20. 
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Seruons   =  seriions,      servants, 

officers,  37. 
Simple,  134. 

Simplelicho,  simply,  134. 
Simplesse,  simplicity,  140. 
Simulacion,  23. 
Skele,  reason,  cause,  6,  7,  8,  38  ; 

pi  Skeles,  80,  117. 
Skeluol,  reasonable. 
Skeluolliche,     reasonably,     with 

reason,  6. 
Slac,  slack,  slow,  32. 
Slacnesse,  slowness,  idleness,  33, 

138,  159. 
Sla3e,   to   slay    (3/yZ  ^;er5.    sing. 

Sla3f),  8,  34,  61,' 89,  174. 
Sla3})e,  slaughter,  death,  90. 
Sle,  Slea,  to  slay,  48,  223. 
Sleaujje,  Sleawfe,   Sleufe,  sloth, 

16,  31,  34,  40,  67,  157,  163. 
Sleauuol,     Sleauuolle,     Sleawol, 

slothful,  170,  174. 
Slep,  sleep,  31,  264. 
Slepe,  to  sleep,  29,  51. 
Slep  J),  sleeps,  56,  127. 
Slepinde,  sleeping,  158. 
Sleuuol,     Sleawolle,     Sleuuolle, 

slothful,  31,  32,  34,  67. 
Sleuuolliche,  slothfully,  32. 
Sle3e,  adj.  prudent,  265. 
Sle3j7e,   sleight,   craft,   prudence, 

18,  78,  118,  124,  265. 
Slyt,  slides,  149. 
Smac,   Smak,   taste,   relish,    33, 

82,  83,  106,  245  ;  x)l  Smackes, 

112. 


Smackinde,     tasting,     relishing, 

245,  260. 
Smacky,  to  taste,  247,  269. 
SmakeJ),  taste,  relish,  92,  106. 
Smal,  small,  74,  137  ;  pi.  Smale, 

23,  130. 
Smalliche,    ado.   minutely,    HI  ; 

A.S.  smeaUce. 
Smel,  smell,  123,  177. 
Smerie,  to  smear,  anoint,  60;  A.S. 

smerian. 
Smeringe,  anointing,  148. 
Smeryels,     Smeriels,     ointment, 

187,  217;  A.S.  smerels. 
Smit,  smites,  30,  116. 
Smite,  sound,  voice,  140. 
Smijjes,  carpenters.  ^ 

Smot,  smote,  48. 
Snaw,  snow,  267. 
Snegge,  snail,  32 ;  A.S.  sneg-elj 

snail. 
Snode,    morsel,    77,     111  ;    2^^- 

Snoden,  218  ;  A.S.  snid^  from 

smdan,  to  cut. 
Sobre,  254. 

Sobreliche,  soberly,  248,  265. 
Sobrete,  sobriety,  4,  254. 
Sodaynliche,  suddenly,  64,  248. 
Sofifre,  suffer,  139. 
Soigneus,  busy,  155. 
Solaci,  to  please,  63,  213. 
Solas,  solace,  72,  108. 
Solemnes,  pi.  Solemn,  224. 
Solempne,  solemn,  225. 
Somblont,  pretence,  211. 
Somme,  sum,  261. 
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Somoni,  to  siinimon,  87,  104. 
Soj)histrie,  65. 
Sopiere,  supper,  133, 
Sosteiie,  Sostyne,  to  sustain,  35, 

38,  39,  45,  56,  57,  104. 
Sostinonce,  54,  139. 
Sotil,   subtle,   crafty,  ^;/.   Sotyls, 

26,  59,  82,  99. 
SotiUiche,  subtlely,  26,  46,  99. 
Sotylliede,  subtlety,  117. 
Soucouri,  to  succour,  186. 
Soudeurs,  soldiers,  146, 
Soupi,  to  sup,  52. 
Soverayn,  189. 

Sovi,  SoA^y,  to  save,  98, 162,  226. 
Spacialliche,  specially,  252. 
Spade,  108. 

Spari,  to  spare,  abstain,  157,  224. 
Speche,  speech,  21. 
Special,  15,  16,  94. 
Specialliche,  specially,   2,  7,  16, 

69. 
Spek,  spake,  251. 
Speke,   to  speak,  33  ;  3nl  ]pers. 

sing.  Spek]?,  Spec]?,  speaks,  10, 

34,  56,  126  ;  i^/.  Speke]?,  18. 
Spekenian,  spokesman,  60,  99. 
Spekenne,  to  speak,  94,  103,  104, 

109. 
Spekinde,  speaking,  226. 
Speldnge,  speaking,  speech,  50. 
Spelle,   story,  gospel,   5,   6,   57, 

58,  109. 
Spendere,     expender,    treasurer, 

190. 
Spendinge,  expense  ;  pi.  Spend- 


inges,  21,  34,  37. 
Sperringe,   a  sparrow,   52 ;  A.S. 

S2jearwa. 
Spille,  to  destroy,  232  ;  Srdpers. 

sing.  Spil]?,  182,  212. 
Spirituallyche,  spiritually,  14. 
Spifre,  spider,  164. 
Sposayles,     espousal,     wedding, 

189,  235. 
Spotty,  blemished,  faulty,  192. 
S230usbreche,  adultery,  37. 
Spouse,  10,  118. 
Spousede,  espoused,  118. 
Spoushod,  marriage,  10,  43,  185. 
Spousy,  to  marry,  225. 
Spousynge,  marriage,  227. 
Sprede,  to  spread,  29. 
Spret,  spreads,  23,  131. 
Ssake,  to  shake,  4,  116. 
Ssame,    shame,  8  ;    j^Z.    Ssames, 

21,  82. 
Ssamie,  to  be  ashamed,  229. 
Ssamnesse,  shame,  142. 
Ssamuest,     Ssamueste,     modest, 

193,  216,  222. 
Ssamuol,  shameful,  117. 
Ssamuolliche,  shamefully,  181. 
Ssarnbodde,  sharn-bude,  a  dung 

beetle;  A.S.  scearn,  dung,  61. 
Ssarp,  sharp,  165. 
Ssarpnesse,   sharpness,    penance, 

142,  165,  186. 
Ssast  =  ssla-^st  ==  sla^st,  slayest, 

56. 
Ssat  =  sseat,  shot,  45, 
Sseawere,  a  mirror,  84,  177. 
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Sseawiiige,  ruveUitions,  appear- 
ance, 2  ;  pi.  Sseawyiiges,  1 4. 

Sseawy,  ssewy,  to  sliuw,  5G,  73, 
100;  pt.  Sseawe)),  21,  2G, 
110;  pret.  Sseawede,  1 3. 

Ssed,  Ssede,  shade,  shadow,  77, 
95,  97,  137. 

Ssedde,  shed,  1,  107. 

Ssediiy,  to  take  shade  or  shelter, 
97. 

Sseffes  =  ssepjjes,  forms,  62. 

Ssel,  (1.)  shall,  2,  5,  104  ;  (2.) 
owes,  ought,  113,  115,  145, 
214. 

Sseld,  shield,  1,  167. 

Sselt,  shalt,  5,  129. 

Ssende,  to  destroy,  confound, 
ruin,  28,  126,  148  ;  3rtZ  ^^e/u 
sing.  pres.  Ssent;  A.S.  srendan. 

Ssep,  Ssepe,  sheep,  50,  88,  137, 
192. 

Ssepe,  reward,  pay,  hire,  33,  40, 
86,  113,  146  ;  pil-  Ssepes, 
wages,  39.  Chaucer  uses  Shype 
(Parson's  Tale)  in  the  same 
sense  ;  cp.  A.S.  sceoppa,  a 
treasury. 

Ssepinges,  forms,  creatures,  64, 
108,  245. 

Sseppere,  creator,  6,  7,  18,  145. 

Ssepjj,  giveth  reward,  209. 

Ssepfe,  creature,  form,  5,  6,  81, 
151,  270  ;  pZ.  Ssepfes,  13, 
64,  84,  112;  A.S.  sceppan^  to 
form;  sceaft,  creature. 

Sserte,  shirt,  190. 


8set,  sliuts,  186,  218. 

Ssette,   to  shut,  179,    188;  pret. 

Ssette,  189. 
Ssette-pors,  a  shut-purse,  187. 
Ssetteles,  bars,  94  ;  A.S.  scijtt.dy 

lock,  bar,  bolt. 
Ssrewees,  mirrors,  176. 
Ssewy,   to    show,   44,   69.       See 

Sseawy. 
Ssewynge,  appearance,   36.     See 

Sseawinge. 
Ssine,  to  shine,  188. 
Ssinf,  shines,  64. 
Ssip,  Ssipe,  ship,  112,  129. 
Ssipmen,    shipmen,    sailors,    60, 

140. 
Ssmak,  taste,  83. 
Sso,  shoe,  220. 
Ssoinge,  shoes,  154. 
Ssofjj,  shoves,  174. 
Ssolde,  should,  1 2  ;  2nd  per.  sing. 

Ssoldest ;   ?>rd  pi.  Ssolden,  6, 

12,  20. 
SsoUe,  Ssollen,  jj)/.  shall,  1,  3,  5,  8. 
Ssop,  created,  87. 
Ssornede,  scabby,  224.  See  Ssarn- 

bode. 
Ssort,  Ssorte,  short,  brief,  81,  98, 

99,  189. 
Ssorthede,  brevity,  99. 
Ssortlaker,  more  briefly,  252. 
Ssortliche,  briefly,  24,  79,99, 123. 
Ssrede,  to  clothe,  90,  258  ;  A.S. 

scrydan,  to  clothe. 
Ssredinge,  clothing,  177,  258. 
Ssrewe,  wretch,  32. 
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Ssrifte,  Ssryfte,  Ssrif]?e,  shrift,  4, 

14,  20,  31,  32. 
Ssrif]),  shrives,  174. 
Ssriue,  ^?.^.  shriven,  174. 
Ssriuere,  confessor,  174. 
Ssriufteuader,     father    confessor, 

38,  155. 
Ssrive,  Ssryve,  to  shrive,  confess, 

5,  32,  70,  132. 
Ssrof,  shrove,  confessed,  178. 
Ssroud,  covering,  dress,  258. 
Ssyetere,  shooter,  archer,  174. 
Ssylde,  to  shield,  271. 
Ssyne,  to  shine,  267. 
Ssynynde,  shining,  76. 
Stable,  83. 
Stablen,  stables,  210. 
Stages,  122. 
Stale,  stealing,  theft,  9. 
Stape,  step,  3,  47  ;  pJ.  Stapes,  32, 

46. 
Stas  {pi.  of  Stat),  states,  28. 
Stat,  state,  7,  28,  48. 
Stea3,  ascended,   13,  213  ;    A.S. 

stigan  (pret.  stall),  to  ascend. 
Stech,  Stechche,  piece,  pi.  Stech- 

ches,  62,  111  ;  A.S.  sticce. 
Stede,  place,  7,  140. 
Stedeuest,  stedfast,  84,  116,232. 
Stedeuestliche,  stedfastly,  11,  86, 

105,  233. 
Stedeuestnesse,  stedfastness,  83, 

164. 
Stef,  staff,  pi.  Steues,  156. 
Stefhede,  stiffness,  strength,  263. 
Stefliche,  strongly,  258. 


Stele,  to  steal,  79  ;  2nd  per.  sing. 

Stelst,  38;  3rd  sing.  Stelf,  23, 

37 ;  i?/.  Stelej?,  26,  37. 
Stempe,  to  stumble,  206.    Stumpe 

occurs  in  this  sense  in  Owl  and 

Nightingale. 
Stench,  stink,  248. 
Stene,  to  stone,  213. 
Steple,  23,  180. 
Sterie,  to  stir,  direct,  endeavour, 

173,  186. 
Sterre,  star,  164. 
Sterren,  stars,  267. 
Sterue,  to  die,  2,  70,  143  ;  pi.  '2nd 

sing.    Sterfst,    71  ;    3rd    sing. 

Sterfjj,  54,  71;    3rd  pi.   Ster- 

uef,  36,  71  ;  snhj.  ^n-et.  Storue, 

54;  p}ret.  Sterf,  70. 
Steruinde,  dying,  75. 
Steruinge,  death,  10,  73,  95,  165. 
Steve,  staff,  156.     See  Stef. 
Stillehede,  solitude,  142. 
Stilliche,  secretly,  65. 
Stinkinde,  Stynkynde,   stinking, 

32,  49,  81,  189. 
Stole,  stool,  239. 
Ston,  stone,  1  ;  p)^-  Stones,  140. 
Stonchi,  to  staunch,  73,  110. 
Stondinde,  standing,   170;  stiff, 

216. 
Stoppi,  to  stop,  257. 
Stor,  incense,  211  ;  A.S.  stor. 
Storue,    Storuen,    died,    12,    67. 

See  Sterue. 
Stoupi,  to  stoop,  bend,  151. 
Strait,  Strayt,  Strayte,  54, 78, 130. 
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Striiitliche,    Straytliclic,    Streyt- 

liche,  stmitly,  strictly,   7,   18, 

34,  171. 
Strang,  strong,   10;  pJ.   Stronge, 

83. 
Strang»;r,  stronger,  1G8. 
Stranglaker,   more  strongly,    17, 

25,  88,  116. 
Stranglakost,  most  strongly,  157. 
Strangliche,  strongly,  firmly,  15, 

127    212 
Stray ny,  to  restrain,  263. 
Strechche,  to  stretch,  103. 
Streme,  Stream e,  stream,  72. 
Strenger,  stronger,  170. 
StrengJ)e,  force,  3,  45,  161  :    no 

strengfe  =  no  fors,  no  matter, 

51. 
Strengjji,  to  strengthen,  86,  180. 
Strepe,  to  strip,  98,  105. 
Strif,   Stryf,   strife,   dispute,    23, 

57,  QQ. 
Striiii,  to  strive,  dispute,  65. 
Striuinde,  striving,  154. 
Stryfinge,  strife,  57. 
Strok,  stroke,  34. 
Stude,  Studie,  Studye,  to  study, 

24,  34,  70,  78,  232. 
Substance,  113. 

Substanciel,  Substancieler,  113. 
Sudyakne,    Sufdeakne,    subdea- 

con,  225,  235. 
Suspiciouses,  pi.  suspicious,  226. 
SustyeneJ?,  pi.  sustain,  57. 
Symoniaks,  41. 
Symony,  34,  41,  42. 


Tables  (commandments),  5. 
Tables,  games  of  hazard,  45,  52. 
Take,  to  give,  22 ;  touch  upon, 

56  ;  3r<i  sing.  Tak|),  175. 
Takinges,    touchings,    handlings, 

9,  10,  46. 
Tale,  number,  estimation,  11,  108, 

234. 
Talyinde,  tale-bearing,  207. 
Tauerne,  56. 
Tauernyer,  a  tavern-keeper,  44  ; 

a  tavern-goer,  51. 
Tayles,  duties,  toUage,  38. 
Te,  to,  172. 
Tealde,  told,  239. 
Techches,  habits,  bad  habits,  32, 

136. 
Teche,  to  teach ;  3/'tZ  sing.  Tek]), 

6,  49 ;  pi.  Techejj,  8. 
Techinge,  teaching,  Q^. 
Tedra^ynge,  detraction,  61. 
Telle,  to  number,  reckon,  17,  21. 
Telleres,  narrators,  58. 
Tellinge,  numbering,  1. 
Tel]),  tells,  62. 
Temperance,  4,  124. 
Tempeste,  73. 
Tempref,  tempers,  254. 
Tende,  tenth,  2,  11,  13. 
Tendes,  tithes,  41. 
Tendre,  tender,  77,  148. 
Teppe  (ohliq.  case  of  Tep),  a  tap, 

27. 
Terestre,  50. 
Terme,  33. 
TeJ?,  teeth,  67. 
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Teue  =  to  eue,    yesterday   even- 
ing, 51. 
Te3ele,  tile,  167. 
Tidyinges,  tidings,  58. 
Tiene,  to  annoy,  weary,  34.     See 

Tyeni. 
Timlich,   Timliche,  timely,    tem- 
poral, 19,  30,  44,  52. 
To,  too,  6. 

To-ayens,  against,  6,  10,  26,  158. 
To-breke]},  x>^-  break  in  pieces,  64. 
Tobre3}>,  breaks  in  pieces,  6. 
Tobroke,  broken  in  pieces,  30. 
Tocleue,  burst  in  pieces,  50,  56. 
Tocne,  Tokne,  a  token,  sign,  226. 
Tocnen,   Toknen,   tokens,    signs, 

10,  69,  216. 
Todele,  to  divide,  separate,  dis- 
tinguish, distribute,  2,  17,  80  ; 
Todel  {imp.)  73,  74  ;  pjp-  To- 
deld,  83,  86  ;  ^>re^.  Todelde, 
226,  164  ;  To-dele  we,  let  us 
depart,  72. 
Todelinge,  division,  separation,  3, 

72,  189. 
To-delJ),    divides,   separates,    dis- 
tinguishes, 16,  17,  119. 
To-di^t,  explained,  rendered,  164. 

See  Di3te. 
Todi3tinge,  division,  72. 
To-dra3inge,  detraction,  57,  62. 
To-drajJ),  detracts,  depreciates,  62. 
Togidere,  Togydere,  together,  43, 

67. 
To-heawe,  to  hew  to  pieces,  62  ; 
to-heau]},  curtails. 


Tokne,  token,  68,  177. 
Toknen,  tokens,  signs,  2. 
Tokninge,  sign,  50. 
Tol,  toll,  192. 
To-moche,  very  much,  14. 
Tomochelhede,  excess,  248. 
Tonge,  tongue,  24,  50. 
Tongen,  tongues,  22,  142. 
Tonne,  a  tun,  barrel,  27,  167. 
Tonnen,  tuns,  35. 
Toparte,  to  divide,  distribute,  170. 
Toppe,  above,  6,  106,  163. 
Torment,  sh.  29,  79  ;  pi.  Tormens, 

73,  166,  167. 
Tormente,  v.  53. 

Tornement,  Tornoyment,  a  tour- 
nament, 46,  101,  117,  2^2;  pi. 
Tornemens,  Tornoymens,  166, 
252. 
Tojjan,  to  that,  56. 
Toualjj,  falls  back,  perishes,   33, 

184. 
Tonnes,  towns,  30. 
Touore,  before,  7. 
Tour,  tower,  23,  47. 
Toyans,  Toyeans,  Toyens,  against, 

towards,  20,  86. 
To3te,  taught,  96,  149. 
Trau,      Traw,      Traue,      Trawe, 
Trauwe,  tree,  28,  57,  95,  201, 
202. 
Trauail,  sh.  labour,  130. 
Trauailinde,  running,  167. 
Trauayli,  to  labour,  oppress,  33, 

39,  171. 
Traues,  Trawes,  trees,  25,  94,  95. 
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Traysoun,  treason,  37. 

Tresor,  Trezor,  treasure,  57,  96. 

Tresoriere,  treasurer,  231. 

Tretable,  tractable,  94,  107. 

Trete,  to  treat,  142. 

Trewe,  true,  101. 

Treueliche,    Treweliclio,    Triewe- 

liche,  truly,  79,  134,  1G9. 
Treujje,  Trewjje,  truth,  troth,  221, 

256. 
Triacle,    remedy,    medicine,    17, 

144. 
Trobli,  Troubli,  to  trouble,  104, 

150. 
Trone,  throne,  266. 
Trossinge,  tressing  of  hair,  170. 
Trost,  imp.  trust,  241. 
Trosti,  to  trust,  242. 
Trufles,  jests,  50,  58. 
Truont,  a  beggar,  174  ;  ^>Z.  Tru- 

ons,  194. 
T\iay,  Tuaye,  two,  1,  30,  67. 
Tuelf,  twelve,  2,  11. 
Tuelfte,  twelfth,  14. 
Tuo,  two,  2. 
Turle,  turtle  dove,  226. 
Tuyes,  Tuies,  twice,  35,  36. 
Tuyg,   a  twig,  22  ;  ^ol  Tuygges, 

Tuyegges,  17,  41. 
Tuyste,  to  twist,  159. 
Tyares,    Tyeares,    Tyeres,    tears, 

74,  83,  173,  267. 
Tyene,  anger,  grief,  disinclination, 

31,  QQ^,  124;  A.S.  teona. 
T^^eni,  Tyeny,  to  grow  weary  of, 

73,  99,  142,  161;  A.S.  teonan. 


Tynilich,  Tyniliche,  temporal,  2. 

Tyrans,  tyrants,  182. 

)5a,  /  the,  that,  33. 

)?an,  dat.  that  (man),  23. 

|)an,  tliose,  21,  265. 

))ane,  ]?anne,  ace.  the,  27,  34,  (j(j. 

))ank,  thanks,  18. 

jpanne,  than,  then,  when,  12,  16, 

18,  20,  30. 
))annes,  thence,  12. 
jpa^,  though,  9. 

];a3les,  yet,  nevertheless,  6,  8,  9. 
)?e,  thou-thyself,  54.  . 
]5eauwes,  )3eawes,  practices,  habits, 

17,  78,  131  ;  A.S.  \edio. 
jpollich,  jpalliche,  this,  these,  such, 

7,  8,   9,   10,    27,    266;    A.S. 

pylltc,  pijlc,  the  like.  It  is  pro- 
bable tliat  the  pi.  ])elliche,  O.E. 

))e?A'6,has  been  confounded  with 

A.S.  ]ja  ylca,  the  same, 
jpenche,  to  think,   47,  55  ;  imp. 

Thench,  20 ;  )?engst,  2nd  per. 

sing.  214  ;    3r<:Z  s.  })engj),  18, 

65,  92. 
})enchinde,  thinking,  212. 
jpenchinge,  thought,  6,  72,  212. 
)?er,  there,  where,  1,  5,  6,  58. 
j^erhuile,  jperhuils,  Jperhuyl,  whilst, 

139,  217. 
jperles,  windows,  204  ;  A.S.  foVeZ, 

a  hole, 
jpermide,  therewith,  127. 
jperne,   for  ])esne,  ace.   this,   94, 

111,  113,  214. 
Jjerteyens,  there-against,  11, 
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j)es,  m.  this,  53,  65,  150. 

];et,  rel.  that,  1,  14,  19. 

]5et,  the  article  neuter,  the,  2, 14, 

16,  19,  181. 
Jpet  o])er,  second,  16. 
J)et-to-]?an,  in  order  that,  170. 
)?ewes,  customs,  habits,  79. 
Jjider,  thither,  140. 
}piefj?e,  theft,  9. 
Jpierne,  a  maid  servant,  129. 
}piesterliche,  darkly,  244. 
)?iesternesse,  darkness,  201. 
)?iestre,  dark,  159  ;  A.^.^ieoster. 
J5inc]},   j^ingjj,  appears,   18,   108, 

143,  164. 
jjinen  (of),  thine,  194. 
Jpis   {dat.   jjise,   )5isen),    2,    6,    7, 

44,  121. 
jpis,  Jpise,  );es,  these,  1,  7. 
])oJ.  the,  that,  1,  12,  13. 
])o,  pJ.  the,  those,  8,  9,  13. 
Jpo,  when,  141. 

}?ole,  imp.,  suffer,  endure,  117. 
Jpolemodnesse,    patience,    endur- 
ance, 68,  132,  183,  185. 
))olie,  jpolye,  to  suffer,  endure,  12, 

22,  33,  74,  162;  A.S.  ]>6llan. 
Jpoliynge,    ]3olyinge,     endurance, 

suffering,  157,  163,  164. 
j)olynde,  enduring,  167. 
}?on,  those,  11,  12,  135. 
J^ondre,  thunder,  130. 
}5onke,  jponkes,  thanks,   18,  55, 

262. 
Jjonki,  J)onky,  to  thank,  6,  7. 
j)orn-hog,  hedge-hog,  QQ. 


jporst,  thirst,  73,  96. 

jpor^,  through,  81. 

)?os,  ]?ous,  thus,  39,  184. 

]:)oume,  thumb,  43. 

jpousend,  jpouzen,  j^ousond,  67, 
75,  77,  268. 

jpo^t,  ])03te,  thought,  6,  9. 

Jprauwe,  ])rawe,  to  throw,  139, 
152. 

j^rawjj,  ))rau]7,  throws,  17,  23, 
179. 

]?reapni,  )5reapny,  to  threaten,  re- 
prove, 97,  162,  184  ;  A.S. 
yreapian. 

J:)reapninge,  j^reapnynge,  threat- 
ening, 38,  65,  66,  72. 

])rel,  pi.  preRes,  thrall,  slave, 
19,  67,  86,  87. 

])reldom,  J^reldome,  slavery, 
bondage,  86,  87. 

jprestes,  crowds,  hosts,  183. 

j)ieii,  threw,  133. 

j)n,  three,  2,  3,  7  ;  j^risijje,  three 
times,  234. 

jpridde,  third,  2,  12. 

Jpries,  thrice,  35,  36. 

jprin,  therein,  167. 

]pritta3te,  thirtieth,  234. 

])ritti,  thirty,  141,  234. 

))rote,  throat,  14. 

)?yef,  oUiq.  case,  pjeve,  thief, 
37,  263  ;  ^9?.  ]?yeues,  37. 

jpyeffe,  theft,  38,  192. 

pj ester,  j^yestre,  dark,  45,  264, 
266,  276;  A.S.  peoster. 

jpyesternesse,  darkness,  189. 
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jpyiios  =  Jjyeues,  tliiuves,  254. 


Uader,  father,  pJ.  Uuderos,  155. 

Underlease,  Uaderlyese,  fatlKiv- 
less,  188,  193. 

Uair,  Uayr,  Uaire,  Uayre,  fair, 
16,  27,  81. 

Ualle,  to  fall,  29,  31. 

Ual]),  falls,  (jQ> ;  Ualle]),  i>/.  fall, 
69. 

Ualouwe,  to  fade,  81. 

Uals,  Ualse,  false,  6,  10,  18. 

Ualse,  to  forge,  40,  62. 

Ualsere,  a  falsifier,  62. 

Ualshede,  falsehood,  10,  39,  63. 

Ualsliche,  Ualslyche,  falsely,  28, 
64. 

Ualsne,  ace.  false,  24. 

Uand,  found,  57,  181. 

Uanite,  vanity,  77. 

Uanni,  to  fan,  winnow,  139. 

Uare,  to  fare,  1. 

Uayre]?,  becomes  fair,  95  ;  makes 
fair,  232. 

Uayrhede,  beauty,  16,  18,  75. 

Uayrliche,  fairly,  smoothly,  1, 
59. 

Ueawe,  few,  162,  254. 

Uedde,  fed,  96,  190. 

Uede,  to  feed,  199. 

Uela3e,  fellow,  participator,  ac- 
cessory, 36,  37,  67. 

Uela3e,  to  join,  share,  participate, 
101,  102,  256. 

Uela^rede,  fellowship,  commu- 
nion, 9,  10,  14,  38.' 


Ueld,  Uelde,  Uel.kii,  lille.l,  55, 
233. 

Ueld,  Uelde,  field,  81,  131. 

Uele,  Uelen,  many,  5,  13,  102, 
103  ;  i/clesijx',,  uelf'.zipOy  iiiaiiy 
times,  20,  257  ;  udeiiald,  iiiany 
fold,  212. 

Uele,  to  feel,  154,  180. 

Uelinge,  feeling,  241. 

Uelle,  skin,  210. 

Uelle,  to  fiU,  77,  92. 

Uelle]),  pi  fill,  44. 

Uelf,  feels,  23,  25,  131. 

Uelj),  fills,  58. 

Uel])e,  filth,  56,  61,  81. 

Uend,  Uiend,  Uyend,  enemy, 
fiend,  devil,  1,  et  passim. 

Uendonginge,   vendage,  sale,  36. 

Uenial,  Uenyal,  16,  73. 

Uenim,  Uenym,  17,  22. 

Uenimouse  {pi.  Uenimouses),  27, 
171. 

Uer,  Uere,  fire,  30,  65,  66,  74. 

Uer,  far,  133,  143. 

Uerliche,  suddenly,  hastily,  55, 
130. 

Uerlichhede,  haste,  55  ;  A.S.  fcei% 
sudden  ;  fderlice^  suddenly. 

Uerre,  far,  distant,  204. 

Uerri,  to  put  at  a  distance,  re- 
move, 178;  A.^.  feorrian. 

Uers,  verse,  128. 

Uerst,  Uerste,  first,  1,  2,  31. 

Uerste,  to  delay,  173  ;  A.S.  fyrst, 
interval ;  fyrstan,  to  give  re- 
spite. 
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XJerJje,  fourth,  2,  3. 
Uerjjinge,  farthing,  193. 
Uest,  Ueste,  fast,  50,  91,  178. 
Ueste,  to  fast,  51,  52. 
Uesternens,  vestments,  41. 
Uestinges,  fasts,  33,  51,  52. 
Uestliche,   fast,   firm,   166,   252, 

243. 
Uestnesse,  firmness,  stability,  1 04, 

107. 
Uestni,     to    fasten,    strengthen, 

establish,  106,  117,  213. 
Uet,  feet,  14,  15. 
Uet,  Uette,  fat,  35,  53. 
Uete,  ohliq.  case  of  Uet,  a   vat, 

vessel,  199. 
Ueteres,  fetters,  128. 
Ueth,  feedeth,  241. 
Uejieren,  feathers,  270. 
Uette]),  pi.  fatten,  241. 
Uice,  27. 
Uif,  five,  46. 
Uifte,  Uyfte,  fifth,  2. 
Uil,   Uile,   Uyl,   Uyle,  vile,  82, 

132,  180. 
Uil,  fell  {pi.  Uille,  Uillen),   16, 

67,  98. 
Uilayn,  Uileyn,  Uileyne,  wicked, 

disgraceful,  vile,  59,  194. 
Uile,  Vile,  oil,  93. 
Uile,  will,  152. 
Uiles,  pi.  vile,  76. 
Uileynie,    Uileyneye,    Uileynye, 

disgraceful    conduct,    wicked- 
ness, 18,  31,  75. 
Uileynlaker,  more  wickedly,  64. 


Uileynliche.  Uileynlyche,  wick- 
edly, 64,  69. 

Uilhede,  vileness,  130. 

Uilliche,  vilely,  shamefully,  133. 

Uinde,  Uynde,  to  find ;  2nd 
pers.  sing.  Uinst ;  2>rd  pers. 
sing.  Uint,  38,  39,  74,  207. 

Uingre,  finger,  5,  63. 

Uisage,  45. 

Uiss,  Uisse,  fish,  50,  110,  170. 

Uissere,  fisherman,  60,  238. 

Ui]5ele,  fiddle,  105. 

Ui3t,  Uiy3te,  fight,  131,  169. 

Ui3te,  to  fight,  15,  157. 

Ui3tinde,  fighting,  219. 

Ui3tinge,  fighting,  fight,  37,  170, 
181. 

Ulateri,  to  flatter,  61. 

Ulatours,  flatterers,  256. 

Ula3e,  p>p.  flayed,  73. 

Ulea3,  fled,  130,  141. 

Uledde,  Uledden,  fled,  204. 

Uless,  Ulesse,  flesh,  9,  31,  47, 
80,  110,  180. 

Ulesslich,  Ulessliche,  Ulesslyche, 
fleshly,  carnal,  10,  35,  42,  87, 
176. 

Ule>,  flies,  flietli,  25,  41. 

Ule3e,  fly,  136. 

Ule3en,  flies,  39,  58,  270. 

Ulindre,  moth,  206.  This  is  con- 
nected with  flitter  and  flutter. 
Cp.  Prov.  E.  flinder,  flitter, 
fragment ;  Prov.  Ger.  flandern, 
to  flutter, 

Uli3]),  Uly3]j,  flics,  165,  206,  254. 
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Ulod,  Ulode,  flood,  247. 

Uly,  to  fly ;  Ulye),,  pi   fly,  flee, 

254. 
Ulyinde,  flying,  66,  71. 
Ulynte,  flint,  136. 
Unonynge,  discord,  65. 
Uol,  Uolle,  full,  complete,  1,  28, 

44,  96,  156,  160,  259. 
Uolc,  Uolk,  folks,  people,  15,  43, 

122. 
TJoldest,    completest,    270.      See 

Uoldo. 
Uoldo,  perfect,  perfected,  28,  96, 

234. 
Uolhede,  fulness,  complete,  119. 
Uolkerede,  people,  196. 
Uolle,  Uolnesse,  fulness,  133,  266. 
Uolleres,  fullers,  167. 
UoUiche,  Uollyche,  fully,  73,  78, 

267. 
Uolmad,  perfect,  28,  260. 
TJolserue,  to  serve  fully,  33. 
Uolueld,  Uoluelde,  fulfilled,  88, 

96,  149. 
Uoluelle,  to  fulfil,  64,  93. 
Uoluellinde,  perfect,  88,  113. 
Uoluellinge,  completion,  260. 
UoluelJ),  fulfils,  7,  83,  122. 
Uol3e]?,  follows,  12,  24,  36. 
Uol3i,  Uol^y,  imp.  Uol3e,  follow, 

74,  83,  166. 
Uol3inde,    Uol3ynde,    following, 

1,2. 
Uon,  foes,  255. 
Uondere,  temper,  116. 
Uondi,  Uondy,  to  tempt,  15,  46, 


116,  170;  A.H.  fandian. 
Uondinge,  Uondynge,  Uondingge, 

temptation,    1,    25,     31,    116, 

168,  176. 
Uor,  for,  1,  2. 
Uorbegge,  to  atone  for,  78. 
Uorbere,  to  forbear,  abstain,  148. 
Uorberinge,    forbearing,    abstin- 
ence, 148,  205. 
Uorberne,  to  consume,  225. 
Uorberned,  Uorbernde,  consumed, 

burnt,  30,  67,  265. 
UorbernJ),  consumes,  74. 
UorberJ),     forbears,    bears    with, 

115. 
Uorbisne,     Uorbysne,    pi.    Uor- 

bisnen,  example,   46,   47,  ■  87, 

89,  237  ;  A.S.  forehijsen. 
Uorbode,  forbidden,  8,  9,  45. 
Uorbyet,  forbids,  6. 
UordeJ),  does  away  with,  destroy, 

121.     See  Uordo. 
Uore-yzede,  aforesaid,  190. 
Uorkest,  cast  forth  (as  dead). 
Uorlay,  lay  with,  ravished,  230, 

231. 
Uorleas,  lost,  181,  184. 
Uorlet,    forsakes,     forsook,    left, 

184,  259. 
Uorlete,  to  leave,  forsake,  forgive, 

126,  165,  262;  A.S.  forlcetaoi. 
Uorlore,  lost,  ruined,  11,  14,  128. 
Uorlorene,  ^^Z.  lost,  ruined,  13,  14. 
Uorlyese,  to  lose,  57. 
Uorlyesinge,     Uorlyezinge,    loss, 

156,  243. 
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Uor-roted,  Uor-rotede,  rotten,  de- 
cayed, 148,  205. 

Uorspeche,  prologue,   preface,   2, 
105,  165. 

Uorte,  for  to,  until,  220. 

Uorf,  forth,  119. 

TJorfan,  because,  181. 

Uorfenche,   to    repent,  forthink, 
5,  29,  125,  159. 

Uor]}enchinde,  repenting,   4,   20, 
28,  32,  178. 

Uorjiencliinge,  repentance,  73. 

Uorjjing]?,  repents,  27,  29,  62. 

Uorjjrawe,  overthrow,  S6. 

Uorwerde,    bargain,    36  ;     A.S. 
foreioeard. 

Uoryaf,  forgave,  114. 

Uoryef,  imp.  forgive,  110,  114. 

Uoryefj),  forgives,  28,  112,  179. 

Uoryet,  forgets,  18. 

Uoryet,  imp.  forget,  73. 

Uoryete,    to    forget,    6,    46,   for- 
gotten, 115. 

Uoryetejj,  pi.  forget,  6,  78. 

Uoryetinde,  forgetful,  32. 

Uoryetinge,  forgetfulness,  18,  32, 
33. 

Uoryeue,  to  forgive,  29. 

Uoryeuenesse,    forgiveness,     32, 
113,  179. 

Uorzake,  to  forsake,  48,  195. 
UorzakJ?,    Uorzajf,  forsakes,    18, 

43,  221. 
Uorzede,  aforesaid,  190. 
Uorzok,  forsook,  77. 
Uorzoke,  forsaken,  179. 


UorzoJ^e,  forsooth,  16,  79. 

Uorzual3,  devoured,  67. 

Uorzuel3e,    to    devour,    15,    56, 
111,  174:, 2?l  IJorzuel3e]7,  52. 

Uorzuel)),  Uorzuel3]),  devours,  17, 
111. 

Uorzuerie,  perjure,  forswear,  6. 

Uorzueriinge,  perjury,  57. 

Uorzuol3e,  pp.  devoured,  111,206. 

Uorzuorene,  perjured,  19. 

Uorzuyl]?,  devours,  61. 

Uot,  foot,  56,  127. 

Uoul,  Uoule,  foul,  22,  25,  35. 

Uoulhede,    crime,    disgrace,    dis- 
honour, 25,  75. 

Uoulliche,  foully,  wickedly,  41', 
194. 

Uounde,  pjJ.  found,  83. 

Uour,  four,  3. 

Uourta3te,  fortieth,  4,  13. 

Uourti,  forty,  13,  67. 

Uox,  fox,  151. 

Uo3e],  bird,  71,  178. 

Uo3elere,  fowler,  254. 

Uo3eles,  birds,  105. 

Uram,  from,  7,  12. 

Ureme,  advantage,  profit,  43,  69, 
94,  117;  A.S.freme. 

Uremuol,     advantageous,     bene- 
ficial, 80. 

Urend,  Uriend,    Uryend,  friend, 

30,  67. 
Urendrede,  friendship,  149. 
Urete,  to  eat,  devour,  39. 
Ure])ie,  to  keep  free  or  holy ;  A.S. 
freodian,  fridian. 


348 


GLOSSAKIAl.    IXDKX. 


I'li,  to  deliver,  2G2. 

Uri,  Ury,  free,  8G. 

Uridom,  Urydom,  freedom,  1,  41, 

85,  87. 
Uriliche,  Urilyclie,  freely,  70,  86. 
Urind  =  Uriend,  friend,  96. 
Uriwyl,  free  will,  86. 
Urostes,  frosts,  108. 
Us,  use,  55. 

Usi,  Usy,  to  use,  48,  79. 
Uyealdinde,  folding,  239. 
Uyend,  enemy,  devil,  75,  117. 
Uynde,  to  find,  1,  31,  invent,  24. 
Uynt,  finds,  31. 
Uy3te,  to  figlit,  117. 

Waki,  Waki,  to  watch,  52,  2G3. 

Wakinde,  waking,  watching,  158. 

AVakinge,  vigil,  33,  52,  232. 

Wale  we,  to  wallow,  126. 

Wanhope,  despair,  29,  34. 

Wantrokiynge,  lack,  want,  265  ; 
A.S.  trucan,  to  fail,  abate. 

Waste,  19. 

Wayn,  profit,  advantage,  43. 

Waynye,  to  diminish,  88;  A.S. 
wanian. 

Wayte,  to  watch,  lie  in  wait, 
121,  179. 

Way  tinge,  watching,  15. 

Wa3e,  wave,  206  ;  A.S.  tvceg. 

Wed,  pledge,  36,  102,  113;  A.S. 
ivoed. 

Wed-dyad,  Wedde-dyad,  mort- 
gage, 35. 

Weder,  weather,  129. 


Wedercoc,  vane,  180. 

Wefde,  altar,  112.     i^ne  Wyefde. 

Wei,  very,  16,  22. 

Wellen,  wells,  80. 

AVel-wilynde,  well-wisher,  friend, 

112. 
Wende,  Wenden,  thought,  108. 
Wende,  to  turn,  go,  6,  13,   con- 
vert, 90. 
WendeJ),  pi.  turn,  go,  60. 
Wendinge,  Wendynge,  departure, 

separation,  70,  71. 
Wene,  to  think,  179. 
Wene]j,i9Z.  think,  21. 
Wenst,  weenest,  129. 
Went,  turns,  69,  180. 
Wen)),  thinks,  21,  22,  128. 
Wenynge,  thought,  113. 
Wepindeliche,  weepingly,  192. 
Wep]?,  weeps,  93. 
Wereden,  protected,  266. 
Were)?,  guards,  124. 
Weref,  becomes  weary,  1 7. 
AYeri,    Wery,     (1)    to     become 

weary,  33,  99.     (2)  weary,  84. 
Werie,  to  guard,  129,  182  ;  A.S. 

iverian. 
Werihede,  weariness,  33. 
Werm,  reptile,  worm,  137,  215, 

216. 
Wermene,  of  worms,  216. 
Wermethe,  worm-eaten,  229. 
Wernde,  denied,  189;  A.S.  wyr- 

nan,  to  refuse. 
Werre,  war,  30,  43. 
Werren,  wars,  239. 
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Werreres  =  iverres,   wars,   strife, 

29. 
Werre]?,  wars  against,  opposes,  17, 

18. 
Werri,  to  war  against,  oppose,  29, 

57. 
Werye,   to   defend,    protect,    69, 

170. 
"Wes,  was,  7,  past  existence,  104. 
Wesse,  to  wash,  171. 
Wessinge,  washing,  178. 
"Wesst,  washes,  202. 
Westen,  knew,  72. 
Weter,  water,  66,  74,  98. 
Wetery,  to  water,  96,  98. 
Weued,  altar,  167.    See  Wyefde. 
Wexe,  to  grow,  95  ;  grown,  26. 
WexeJ),  2^^-  grow,  increase,  23. 
Wext,  grows,  3,  18. 
Weyuerindemen,  wayfaring  men, 

travellers,  39. 
We^e,  to  weigh,  44,  91,  255,  256. 
We3]?,  weiglieth,  255. 
Wichen,   Wychen,    witches,    19, 

40. 
Wile,    Wyle    (3rd  i^ers.   sing.), 

will,  2)1  Wille]?,  16. 
Willinge,  willingness,  9. 
Wilni,  Wylny,  to  desire,  35,  36. 
Wiluolliche,   willingly,   wilfully, 

140. 
Winne,  to  profit,  90. 
Wisliche,  wisely,  210. 
WiJ?-begge,  redeem,  186. 
Wi])-bo3t,  redeemed,  186. 
Wi|)-cleped,  recalled,  189. 


Wi]7dra3e,  to  withdraw,  28. 
Wlaffere,  a  silly  babbler,  262. 
Wlatiinge,    Wlatiynge,     disgust, 

178,  192,   216  ;  A.S.  ivlatian, 

grieve,  loathe. 
Wlatuol,  hateful,  disgusting,  241. 
Wod,  Wode,  mad,  56,  140. 
Wode,  wood,  23,  96. 
Wode  we,  widow,  48,  190. 
Wodewen,    Wodewon,    widows, 

193,  225. 
Wodewhod,  widowhood,  48,  185. 
Wodhede,  madness,  rage,  17,  18. 
Woke,  week,  7,  212. 
Wolde  {pi  Wolden),  would,  16, 

52. 
Woldest,  wouldst,  73. 
Wolle,  wool,  137. 
Wombe,  belly,  Woniben,j9?.  53. 
Wonde,  wound,  174,  217. 
Wonden,  wounds,  148. 
Wonderliche,  Wonderlyche,  won- 
derfully, 14,  267. 
Wonderuol,   Wonderuolle,    Avon- 

derful,  15,  266. 
Wondrinde,  wondering,  266. 
Yv'one,  habit,  custom,  6,  22,  38  ; 

A.S.  loune. 
WoneJ),  accustoms,  7. 
Wonie,  Wonye,  to  dwell,  48,  54, 

87,  109 ;    to    accustom,    220  ; 

A.S.  luunian. 
Woniynge,  Wonyinge,  dwelling, 

abode,  149,  267. 
Wop,  weeping,  71,  93,  265;  A.S. 
10021. 
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Wordlo,  world,  7. 

Wordleliche,  worldly,  IGl,  210. 

Workindo,  working,  206. 

Workuol,  active,  199. 

Wors,  worse,  20. 

Worsi,  to  become  worse,  33. 

WorJ),  'is  wor]?,' signifies, 7 ;  avails, 

20G. 
Worjj,  shall  be,  74. 
WorJ),  Worfe,  worthy,  fit,  23,  74. 
WorJ),  value,  82. 
Worjje,  to  be  worfe  =  to  avail, 

90. 
Wor]?ssipe,  "VVorssipe,  honour ;  sb. 

worship,  8,  18,  20,75,  104. 
Worfssipie,  Worssipie,  to  honour, 

worship,  5,  6,  8,  75. 
Worfssiphede,    honour,    esteem, 

49. 
Worjjssiplich,    honourable,  80. 
Wor|)ssipliche,  Worssipliche,  hon- 
ourably, 54. 
Worjjssipuol,  honourable,  80,  83, 

259. 
Worfiuolle,  honourable,  16. 
Wose,  Woze,  mud,  87,  89,  186; 

vapours,  186;  A.S.  loase. 
Wot,  knows,  9,  10. 
Wounden,  wounds,  266. 
Wo3e,  wall,  72. 
Wrang,  wrong,  208. 
Wraye,  to  bewray,  betray,  175  ; 

A.S.  wregan. 
Wrechchen,    wretches,   niggards, 

187,  188,  189. 
Wreche,  Wreche,   a  wretch,   25, 


30,  31,  70,  129. 
Wreche,  vengeance,  45. 
Wrek,  thrust  out,  189,  215  ;  A.S. 

wrdkean^  to  exile  (pret.  xcrdkc). 
Wrench,  craft,  deceit,  129. 
WreJ)  =  Wre3)j,  hides,  61. 
Wrcjjc,  wrath,  8,  30. 
Wre)}e)),  is  angry,  17,  34. 
Wre]?i,  Wrejjjji,  to  make  angry, 

be  angry,  8,  60,  232. 
Wrejjuolle,  angry,  enraged,  30. 
Wrikf,  Wri^J),  hides,  128. 
Writ,  writes,  5. 
Wrongliche,  wrongfully,  8. 
WroJ),  angry,  22. 
Wrofe,  badly,  20. 
Wry,  hide,  cover,  258  ;  A.S.  icri- 

fjan. 
WryeJ),  hide,  61,  175. 
Wychche,  witch,  41. 
Wychecreft,  witchcraft,  43. 
Wychkedhede,         AYyckedhede, 

wickedness,  43,  114. 
Wyed-hoc,  weed-hook,  hoe,  121. 
Wyefde,  Wyeued,  altar,  14,  236; 

A.S.  toeofod. 
Wyf,  neut.  wife,  woman,  9,  181. 
Wyfman,  Avoman,  10,  11. 
Wyfmen,  Wymmen,  women,  10, 

32. 
Wylhede,  will,  164. 
Wylles,  desires,  138. 
WyUesuol,  wiKul,  263. 
Wyllief,  jpZ.  desire,  142. 
Wylni,  Wylny,  to  desire,  9,  10, 

11,  34,  243. 
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Wylninge,  Wylnynge,  desire,  11, 

22,  30,  47,  72,  85,  176. 
Wyluolle,  wilful,  willing,  162. 
Wyn,  wine,  27. 
Wyngen,  wings,  217. 
Wynne,  gain,  obtain,  sing.    %id 

pers.  Wynst,  ?>rd  2^ers.  Wyn]?, 

17,  46,  102. 
Wynnyngge,  gain,  23,  24. 
Wynynde,  prevailing,  108. 
Wypi,  to  wipe,  161. 
Wysen,  modes,  62. 
Wysliede,  wisdom,  68. 
Wj'sliclie,  wisely,  94,  172. 
Wyste,  knew,  98,  173. 
Wyt,  Wytte,  wit,  wisdom,  sense, 

11,  16,  52,  53. 
Wyte,  to  cliide,  blame,  69  ;  A.S. 

witan. 
Wyte,  Wytene,  to  learn,  to  know, 

to  wit,  1,  5,  39,  72  ;  A.S.  loitan. 
Wytie,  Wytye,  to  keep,  preserve, 

keep  from,  to  heed,  212,  229  ; 

to  guard,  122,  166,  174. 
Wytinde,  Wytynde,  knowing,  ^by 

his  wytinde,'  he  being  aware, 

knowingly,  6,  8,  21. 
Wytindeliche,  knowingly,  8,  18, 

65,  175. 
Wytleas,  witless,  86. 
Wytnesse,  witness,  10,  13. 
Wytte,  out  of  his  wytte,  out  of 

his  wits,  68. 
Wytuol,  intelligent,  wise,  150. 
Wyjiclepie,  to  recall,  215.     See 

Clepie. 


WyJ^dra^e,  to  withdraw,  abstain, 
cease,  forbear,  9,  52,  53,  138. 

Wy]7dra3es,  abstinences,  240. 

Wy])dra3inge,  abstinence,  205. 

Wyjjdrajst,  withdrawest,  58. 

Wy]?dra3j3,  mthdraws,  151,  254.' 

Wy])dro3e,  should  withdraw,  264, 

Wy]7erwe3e,  re-weigh,  137. 

Wy]?halt,  withholds,  9,  249. 

WyJ?inne,  within,  10. 

Wyj^nime,  Wy])nyme,  Wyjjni- 
mene,  to  blame,  reprove,  err, 
137,  220,  255,  270. 

Wyjjniminge,  Wyjjnymynge,  re- 
proof, error,  82,  120,  148,  154. 

Wy])nim]?,  WyjjnymJ?,  reproves, 
17,  22,  69,  129. 

Wyfnymynges,  reproaches,  66. 

Wyfscore,  separate,  254. 

Wyjjsettingges,  exceptions,  39. 

WyJ)stant,  withstands,  opposes, 
22. 

Wypstonde,  to  oppose,  84,  265. 

Wyjjstondinge,  opposition,  2,  22, 
29,  268. 

Wy]?]7e,  rope.  135. 

Wyjjzigge,  deny,  contradict,  175. 

Wyjjzigginge,  denial,  contradic- 
tion, 52,  109,  153,  233. 

Wyui,  to  wive,  marry,  228. 

Wy3te,  weight,  44. 

Yaf,  gave,  5,  50,  79. 
Yalde,  old,  7. 

Yalp,  boasted,  208  ;  A.S.  gllpan 
(pret.  gealp). 
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Yarmed,  armed,  83,  1G4. 
Yarn,  ran,  191. 
Ybako,  baked,  112. 
Ybeate,  beaten,  23G. 
Ybedo,  asked  for,  117. 
Ybernde,  burnt  (one),  IIG. 
Yblent,  blinded,  72,  201,  223. 
Ybleued,   remained,    dwelt,    72, 

225. 
Yblissede,  pi.  blessed,  consecrated, 

41. 
Ybore,  born,  17. 
Ybor3e,  saved,  protected,  3,  5,  41, 

121,  205;  A.S.  heorgan.to  save, 

protect  (pret.  heorh,  pp.  gehor- 

geii). 
Ybor^inge,  salvation,  201. 
Ybounde,  bound,  22,  145. 
Ybo3t,  boiiglit,  144. 
Ybro^t,  brought,  269. 
Yby,  been,  31,  178. 
Ybyate,  beaten,  239. 
Ycarked,  loaded,  138,  142. 
Ycharged,  loaded,  127,  260. 
Ychonged,  changed,  242. 
Ychosene,  pi.  cliosen,  68. 
Yclenzed,  Yclienzed,  cleansed,  74, 

267. 
Ycleped,  Yclieped,  called,  3,  18, 

73,  104. 
Ycliue,  Yclyue,  climbed,  26, 133; 

Du.  kleveren,  to  climb. 
Ycome,  come,  262. 
Ycomparisoned,  compared,  81. 
Yconceyued,  conceived,  221. 
Yconfermed,  Yconfirmed,  1 06, 1 46. 


Ycontined,  continued,  39. 

Ycontyened,  Ycontinent,  con- 
tained, 118,  260. 

Ycorouned,  crowned,  267. 

Ycorumped,  corrupted,  140. 

Ydammed  =  Ydamned,  damned, 
137. 

Ydampned,  damned,  78. 

Ydel,  in  vain,  empty,  5,  131. 

Ydel-blisse,  vain  glory,  17. 

Ydel-honded,  empty-handed,  218. 

Ydelliche,  in  vain,  80. 

Ydelnesse,  idleness,  vanity,  48, 
74,  164. 

Ydemd,  deemed,  judged,  12,  137- 

Ydept,  dipped,  106. 

Ydi3t,  Ydy3t,  prepared,  ordered, 
20,  112,  197;  decked,  47, 
217. 

Ydo,  done,  30. 

Ydobbed,  dubbed,  83. 

Ydobled,  Ydobbled,  doubled, 
230,  249. 

Ydolue,  broken  through,  263. 

Ydra3e,  drawn,  31  ;  treated,  133. 

Ydred,  afraid,  104. 

Ydronke,  drunk,  51. 

Yeaf,  gave,  81. 

Yealde,  old,  79,  97. 

Yealde]),  grows  old,  75. 

Yealden,^;?.  old,  184. 

Yeare,  ear,  137,  211. 

Yearen,  ears,  154. 

Yeast,  east,  124. 

Yeden,  went,  74,  166,  233. 

Yef,  imp.  give,  101. 
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Yef,  if,  5,  21. 

Yefst,  givest,  93. 

Yefj?,  gives,  22. 

Yefj^e,  gift,  3,  4,  24,  35. 

Yeld,  imjJ.  pay,  253. 

Yelde,  to  yield,  give,  pay,  restore, 

1,  18,  31,  38. 
Yeldere,  debtor,  163,  2G2. 
Yeldinde,  indebted,  1G9. 
Yeldinge,  debt,  115,  262. 
Yelpe,  to  boast,  70.     See  Yalp. 
Yelpere,  boaster,  22. 
Yelpingge,  Yelpiiige,   boast,    22, 

58,  59. 
Yelp)?,  boasts,  22,  34,  59. 
Yelst,  restoredst,  paidest,  38,  166. 
Yelt,  yields,  restores,  gives,    18, 

81,  124,  253. 
Yeme,  take  care  of,  preserve,  7  ; 

A.S.  gyman. 
Yeme,  care,  notice,  lieed,  24,  54. 
Yemere,  sad,  215  ;  A.S.  geomor, 

sad. 
Yend,  j^'onder,  256. 
Yer,  year,  1,  110. 
Yerd,  rod,  stem,  95. 
Yere,  ear,  28. 
Yeren,  ears,  48,  257. 
Yerne,  to  desire,  74. 
Yerne,  to  run,  27,  39,  55  ;  A.S. 

yrnan,  to  run  (pret.  am  ;  pp. 

urnen). 
Yerninde,  running,  207. 
Yerninge,  running,  255  ;    revolu- 
tion, 141. 
Yernf,  runs,  50,  51,  75,  84,  204. 


Yerjje,  eartli,  8. 

Yesteneuen,  yester  evening,  51. 

Yeue,  to  give,  7,  23,  212. 

Yeuene,  ger.  to  give,  114. 

Yeuere,  giver,  120,  194. 

Yeuynge,  giving,  120. 

Yexilid,  exiled,  20. 

Yfayled,  failed,  71. 

Ylioured,  flowery,  136. 

Yfryd,  fried,  111. 

Ygelt,  gilded,  233. 

Ygelt,  sinned,  trespassed,  26. 

Ygert,  girded,  236. 

Ygoyned,  joined,  247. 

Ygraunted,  granted,  264. 

Ygreued,  grieved,  260. 

Yguo,  gone,  142. 

Ygyled,  beguiled,  124, 

Yhal^ede,    hallowed,     40,     106, 

235. 
Ybarmed,  liarmed,  238. 
Yliealde,     Yhyealde,      Yhyalde, 

bound,    liolden,  esteemed,   32, 

68,  69. 
Yhed,  bidden,  109,  139,  227. 
Yhendo,  near,  212. 
Ylierber^ed,    harboured,    lodged, 

130,  195. 
Yherd,  heard,  97. 
Yhere,  to  hear,  20. 
Yhered,    praised,   honoured,   23, 

96,  104. 
Yherj),  hears,  25,  27,  56. 
Yhet,  had,  40,  177. 
Ylioded,  hooded,  consecrated,  49, 

235. 
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Vliol,  Yhole,  whole,  62,  120,  171, 

220. 
Yholo,  hidden,  26,  109,  221. 
Yholliche,     Yhollyehe,    wholly, 

100,  127,  227. 
Y''holiiesse,  wholeness,  230. 
Yholpe,  holpen,  helped,  184. 
Yhote,  called,  118,  199. 
Yhuyted,  Ylmited,  made  white, 

178,  228. 
Yhyalde,  Yhyealde,  "bound,  8. 
Y^hyer,  im;p.  hear,  72. 
Yhyerd,  heard,  20. 
Yhyere,  to  hear,  257. 
Yhyere)),  j>/.  hear,  122. 
YhyerJ),  hears,  62. 
Ykarked,  loaded,  246. 
Ykend,  conceived,  12,  263. 
Ykest,  cast,  108. 
Y^'knauJ?,  knows,  251. 
Yknawe,  to  know,  82  ;  known, 

104. 
Ykuegt=Y^kuenct,  quenched,  173. 
Ykuenct,  quenched,  186,  265. 
Yleaue,  permission,  50. 
Yleaue-nymynge,      leave-taking, 

112. 
Ylefde,  believed,  191. 
Yleft,  remained,  173. 
Yleff,  believes,  60,  69,  222. 
Ylefjj,  remains,  50. 
Ylend,  gave,  lent,  19,  36,  90. 
Ylengd,  prolonged,  198. 
Ylest,  lasts,  endures,  83,  168. 
Yleste,  to  last,  persevere, 2 8,  ^^, 

71. 


Ylete,left,  forsaken,  115, 193,235. 

Yleue,  to  live,  93. 

Yleue,  to  believe,  11,  19,  69,  72, 

82,  242. 
Yleued,  believed,  242. 
Yleued,  livetl,  130. 
Ylich,    Ylych,     alike,     like,   j)!. 

Yliche,  62,  65,  88. 
Ylke,  same,  224. 
Yloked,  kept,  guarded,  protected, 

awarded,  7,  20,  67,  70,  191. 
Ylore,  lost,  45,  129,  226. 
Ylo3e,    lied,    lessened,   humbled, 

65,  144. 
Ylyerned,  learned,  taught,  70. 
Ylykned,  likened,  234. 
Ylyky,  to  please,  109. 
Ymad,  made,  7,  84. 
Ymage,  87. 

Ymarissed,  married,  48,  220. 
Ymaymed,  crippled,  135,  141. 
Ymengd,  mixed,  196. 
Ymerd,  purified,  94. 
Ympen,  branches,  94,  95. 
Ymylded,  meekened,  117. 
Ymyned,  mined,  108. 
Yne,  in.     See  Ine. 
Ynemned,  named,  QQ>y  79,  266. 
Yne  wed,  renewed,  107. 
Ynome,   seized,  taken,   45,   144, 

204. 
Ynorissed,  nourished,  130,  205. 
Yno3,  enough,  22. 
Yno;  amendment,  repentance,  171. 
Y''no3bote,  restitution,  penance,  4, 

180. 
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Yno3liehe,  sufficiently,  abundant- 
ly, 55,  210. 

Yobliged,  bound,  113. 

Yok,  yoke,  255. 

Yolde,  2^P-  of  Yelde,  requited,  73. 

Yonge,  young,  48. 

Yongne,  ace.  young,  162. 

Yordayned,  ordained,  24. 

Youre  =  Yeare,  ear,  265. 

Yourne,  pi.  ran,  96.    See  Yerne. 

Ypasid,  past,  59,  113. 

Ypayd,  pleased,  50,  177  ;  payed, 
163. 

Ypeynt,  painted,  26. 

Ypined,  Ypyned,  tormented,  suf- 
fered, 213,  263. 

Ypi3t,  established,  confirmed, 
199,  253. 

Ypocrisie,  17,  26. 

Ypocrite,  26. 

Yporchased,  purchased,  35. 

Ypraysed,  praised,  21. 

Yprimsened,  clothed,  adorned, 
188. 

Ypunnyssed,  punished,  74. 

Yqueme,  please,  228.   See  Kueme. 

Yquenct,  quenched,  205,  240. 

Yrauissed,  ravished,  143,  231. 

Yre,  Avrath,  101. 

Yreaued,  taken  away,  143. 

Yredliche,  readily,  1. 

Yredy,  ready,  173. 

Yroted,  rooted,  107,  230. 

Yrymed,  rhymed,  99. 

Yserued,  deserved,  115. 

Yse^,  saw,  156,  264. 


Yse^e  ])e,  sawest  thou,  264. 

Ysi,  to  see,  21,  54. 

Ysla3e,  slain,  58. 

Ysliked,  Yslyked,  made  sleek  or 

smooth,  99,  212. 
Ysmaked,  ysmacked,  tasted,  93. 
Ysmered,  smeared,  anointed,  93. 
Ysmo])ed,  smoothed,  57. 
Ysnes,  irons,  128. 
Yso^e,  seen,  264. 
Yspeke,  spoken,  69,  87. 
Yspild,  destroyed,  75,  129. 
Yspoused,  espoused, married,  221. 
Yssape,  made,  87,  100. 
Ysseawed,  Yssewed,   shown,  44, 

76,  109. 
Yssed,  shed,  239. 
Ysset,  shut,  154. 
Yssored,  shored,  207,  218. 
Yssred,  clothed,  188. 
Yssruie,  shriven,  70. 
Ystole,  stolen,  58. 
Ystrengjjed,  strengthened,  201. 
Ystriued,  disputed,  164. 
Ysye)?,  pi.  see,  217. 
Ytake,  taken,  75. 
Ytald,  told,  24,  70. 
Yta3t,  Yto3te,  taught,  54,  254. 
Ytempred,  tempered,  257. 
Y]?oled,  suffered,  182. 
Yj?onked,  thanked,  196. 
Yjjorsse,  thrashed,  139  ;    struck, 

266. 
Yualle,  might  befall,  36  ;   faUen, 

157. 
Yualf,  falls,  causes,  befalls,  258. 
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Yiiar^ccl,  furrowed,  Gl ;  A.H.fearh, 
a  farrow,  litter. 

Yuayrod,  made  fair,  107,  200. 

Yue  =  Veue^  Ja'ive,  27 1. 

Yued,  fed,  141. 

Yiield,  felled,  struck,  50,  143, 
249. 

Yuelded  =  Yuelde,  filled,  24(5. 

Yuele,  to  feel,  83,  92,  131. 

Yuel]),  feels,  31,  128. 

Yuerred, removed,  240.   See  Yerri. 

Yiiestned,  confirmed,  strength- 
ened, 105,  107,  109,  221. 

Yuef,  iJuj).  give,  265. 

Yuinde,  to  find,  30,  48,  G4,  130. 

Yulemed,  fugiti^^e,  39. 

Yuo,  foe,  foes,  76,  171. 

Yiiol^ed,  followed.     ^^^'6  Uolzi. 

Y^uon,  foes,  197. 

Yuonde,  found,  186. 

Yuonded,  tempted,  117. 

Yuorjjed,  nourished,  186  ;  A.S. 
fordicm,  to  aid,  assist. 

Yuoimde,  found,  92. 

Ywo'^te,  2^2^-  fought,  176. 

Yuryd,  set  free,  86 ;  delivered, 
293. 

Yvzed,  used,  115. 

YAvent,  turned,  24,  88;  gone,  164; 
come  to  pass,  262. 

Ywer,  wary,  100. 

Ywesse,  washed,  107,  112,  236. 

Ywetered,  watered,  131. 

Ywonded,  Avounded,  148. 

Y^'woned,  wont,  90,  106. 

.Yworfe,  be,  become,  262  ;    come 


(to  nothing),  40. 
Yworjjssiped,     wor8hi])ped,    hon- 
oured, 81. 
Y wrethed,  made  angr}'',  1  ij  1 ,  171. 
Ywre^e,  Ywri3e,  hidden,  covered, 

covert,  37,  96,  210.    See  AYn^. 
Ywryte,  written,  217. 
Ywry3e,  covered,  G6. 
Ywry;eliche,  secretly,  37. 
Ywyl,  will,  91,  217. 
Ywylned,  desired,  76,  80. 
Ywyte,    to   learn,  notice,    know, 

24,  29,  57,70  ■,2^P-  known,  10. 
Ywyte,    preserve,    212  ;    guard, 

241.     See  AYytie. 
YyeuG,  given,  20,  7.9. 
Yyolde,  paid,  restored,  120,  163, 

191. 
Yyoyned,  joined,  260. 
Yzawe,  sawn,  255. 
Yzed,  said,  20,  34,  39,  74  ;  called, 

93. 
Yzen,  Ysen,  iron,  139,  167,  217. 
Yzendred,  purified,  251. 
Yzene3ed,   Y'zen3ed,   sinned,   21, 

173,  221. 
Yzet,  set,  ordained,  7,  167  ;   set, 

131,  213. 
Yzef),  see,  36,  72. 
Yze3,  saw,  2,  118;  j;/.  Yze3e,  126, 

156. 
Yze38,    sawest,    20  ;     suhj.    saw, 

33. 
Yze3en,  p^.  saw,  212. 
Yzi,  Yzy,  Ysy,  to  see,  24,  27,  70, 

73,  157. 
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Yzist,  Yzixt,  Yzyxt,  seest,  73,  80, 

101. 
Yzij,  see,  185, 
Yzi3t,  Yzi3]?,  Yzy3|),  sees,  22,  25, 

81,  85,  114,  115,  130,  157. 
Yzo3e,  seen,  10,  173,  184. 
Yzyenne,  to  see,  to  be  seen,   108, 

228,  238. 
Yzyejj,  Yzyz]?,  sees,  see,  53,  56. 
Yzye]?,  Yzy]?,  Yze]?,  sees,  see,  27, 

46,  72,  75. 

Zalt,  salt,  242. 

Zang,  song,  60,  61,  68. 

Zaule,  soul,  14,  105. 

Zaulen,  Zaules,  souls,  1,  113,  264. 

Zawe,  sow,  43,  214. 

Zay,  say,  1,  8,  103. 

Zayde,  said,  103,  185. 

Zayl,  sail,  183. 

Zaynte,  Zaynt,  saint,  12,  13. 

Zayst,  say  est,  70,  102. 

Zay]),  says,  6,  14. 

Ze,  sea,  14,  37. 

Ze,  he,  117. 

Zeade,  Zeayde,  said,  96. 

Zech,  Zeche,  sack,  50,  81,  216. 

Zeche,  to  seek,   22,  38,  74,  94, 

184;  imp.  Zech,  184. 
Zed,  sad,  firm,  83. 
Zed,  seed,  143,  216. 
Zede,  said,  59,  89. 
Zek]),  seeks,  123,  184. 
Zele,  sell,  241. 
Zelf,  self,  59. 
Zelle,  to  sell,  36,  138. 


Zellere,  seller,  45. 
Zelle]?,  pJ.  sell,  36. 
Zel]7,  sells,  24,  36,  51. 
Zelue,  self,  same,  41,  45,  102. 
Zeluer,  Zehire,  silver,  6,  35,  36. 
Zen,  sin,  262. 
Zende,  to  send,  imp.  Zend. 
Zene3ere,  sinner,  33,  60,  114. 
Zene3eJ),  sins,  4,  6,  8,  19. 
Zene^i,  to  sin,  20,  45,  63. 
Zeng]),  singes,  229. 
Zenne,  sin,  2,  6,  15.      - 
Zennes,  Zennen,  sins,  7,  9,  115. 
Zent,  sends,  ?>rd  sing.  73. 
Zenuol,  ZenuoUe,  sinful,   15,  59, 

90,  113. 
Zep,  sap,  96. 
Zet,  sets,  7,  62,  124. 
Zet,  sat,  96. 
Zete,  imp),  place,  254. 
Zeterday,  Saturday,  7,  213. 
Zetnesse,  stability,  104. 
Zetnesses,  bounds,  223. 
Zette,  to  set,  place,  appoint,   6 ; 

pret.  appointed,  ordained,   11, 

12,  13,  95;  sat,  199. 
Zelppe,  since,  afterwards,  14,  47, 

48,  100,  242. 
Zeue,  seven,  3,  4,  14. 
Zeuende,  seventh,  2,  3,  7,  9. 
Zeuenti,  seventy,  1. 
Zeuezije,  seven  times,  201. 
Zeueuald,  sevenfold,  268. 
Ze3,  saw. 

Ze3e,  should  see,  173. 
Ze3en,  pi.  saw,  204. 
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Zi,  see,  15G. 

Ziden,  sides,  151. 

Zigge,  to  Siiy,  4,  5,  G,  7,  10,  91. 

Ziggere,  sayer,  134. 

Ziggiiigo,  Ziggingge,  saying,  19, 
49,  58,  135. 

Zik  {pi  Zike),  sick,  148. 

Ziker,  Zikere,  certain,  sure,  con- 
fident, 13,  G4,  93,  94,  2G8. 

Zikerliche,  securely,  confidently, 
certainly,  64,  94,  125,  182; 
comp.  Jikerlaker,  194. 

Ziknesse,  sickness,  16,  22. 

Zikjj,  sees,  123. 

Zinge,  to  sing,  22,  267. 

Zijje,  time,  20,  21,  74. 

Zittinde,  Zittynde,  sitting,  266. 

Zix,  six,  21. 

Zixsijje,  Zixzijje,  six  times,  133, 
234. 

Zixte,  sixth,  2,  3,  32. 

Zixti,  sixty,  234. 

Zixtia3te,  sixtieth,  234. 

Zi3f,  sees,  11,  34. 

Zijjje,  sight,  46;  revelation,  133. 

Zobbinge,  sobbing,  211. 

Zoft,  soft,  31,  47. 

Zofthede,  softness,  delicacy, 

Zom,  Zome,  some,  7,  15. 

Zomdel,  somewhat,  90,  268. 

Zomj^ing,  something,  33. 

Zomere,  summer,  131. 

Zonday,  Sunday,  7,  41. 

Zondes, messengers, 87 ;  A.^.sand, 
message. 

Zone,  son,  11,  12,  48. 

Zone,  soon,  42. 


Zonges,  songs,  68. 

Zonne,  sun,  27,  81. 

Zonnebyam,  sunbeam,  108. 

Zop,  sop,  107. 

Zorer,  sorer,  238. 

Zor3uol,       Zor^uolle,       Zoru<jlle, 

sorrowful,    poor,    34,    54,    59, 

132,  147. 
Zor3e,  sorrow,  anger,   15,  27,  70, 

194. 
Zor^uollaker,    Zoruollaker,    more 

sorrowful,  90. 
Zor3y,  to  sorrow,  be  angry ;   3/cZ 

sing.  Zor3eJ>,  71,  108. 
Zoster,  sister,  89. 
Zostren,  sisters,  265. 
ZoJ),  Zofe,  true,  truth,  2,  6,  12, 

32,  76,  79. 
Zofhede,  truth,  105. 
Zojiliche,  truly,  74. 
Zofnesse,  truth,  fidelity,  29,  44, 

65. 
Zofuolliche,  truly,  133. 
Zofziggere,  soothsayer,  a  speaker 

of  truth,  256. 
Zoucjj,  sucks,  136. 
Zouke,  suck,  60,  91. 
Zoure,  sour,  76,  82,  227. 
Zourep,  sours,  205. 
Zoutere,  shoemaker,  66. 
ZouJ),  south,  124. 
Zo3ten,  sought,  80. 
Zuech,  Zueche,  such,  156,  244. 
Zuel3,  swallow,  taste,  50,  55,  82  ; 

A.S.  swelgan,  to  swallow. 
Zuel3p,  swallows,  106,  123. 
Zucl3ynge,  taste,  91. 
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Ziiere,  neck,  156  ;  A.S.  siceora. 

Zuere,  swear,  6. 

Zuerie,  Zuerye,  to  swear,  7,  44, 

56,  64. 
Zueriinge,    Zueriynge,    swearing, 

63. 
Zuerjj,  swears,  6. 
Ziiete,  sweet,  1,  68. 
Zuetliche,  sweetly,  61,  111. 
Zuetnesse,  sweetness,  55,  92. 
Zuich,    Zuyct,    Zuiclie,     Zuyclie, 

Zuichen,  such,  8,  10,  14. 
Zuo,  so,  1,  14,  86. 
ZU0I3,  plough,  242  ;    A.S.  sulh,  a 

plough. 
Zuor,  swore,  45. 
Zuord,  Zuorde,  sword,  43,  48. 
Zuot,  sweat,  2,  31,  96. 
Zuyetnesse,  sweetness,  145. 
Zuyn,  swine,  126. 
Zuynkere,  toiler,  90. 
Zuyft,  swift,  141,  268. 
Zuyfter,  swifter,  66. 
Zuyfthede,  sv^'iftness,  78. 
Zuyftliche,  swiftly,  140. 
Zuynch,  toil,  83. 
Zuynclie,  to  toil,  swink,  171. 


Zuyjje,  hastily.  111. 

Zuy])er,  faster,  61. 

Zwope,  sweep,  109. 

Zy,  she,  102. 

Zyalde,  sold,  215. 

Zycnesse,  Zyknesse,  sickness,  95, 
96. 

Zyenne,  to  see,  150,  231. 

Zyejj,  j)^-  see,  1 6. 

Zye3  =  Zye]?,  see,  244. 

2ygge,  to  say,  69. 

Zyinde,  seeing,  71. 

Zyke,  sick,  82,  266. 

Zyker,  Zykere,  secure,  75,  78. 

ZykJ)  =  Zy-^lp,  sees,  91. 

Zykynges,  sighs,  99,  171. 

Zynge,  to  sing,  105. 

Zy]),  see,  75,  88. 

Zy^t,  sees,  161. 

Zy3te,  sixth,  2. 

Zyuetnesse  =  Zuyetnesse,  sweet- 
ness, 93. 
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Brene,  burning,  264. 
Dorilot,  head-dress,  177. 
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additio:n"s  and  coeeections  foe  the 

SOCIETY'S  TEXTS,  1866,  &c. 

[Printed  on  one  side  only,  to  allow  of  each  slip  being  cut  off,  and  gummed 
in  the  Text  to  which  it  refers.] 


12.  The  Wright's  Chaste  Wife. 

p.  23,  col.  2.  Swyngylle.  Compare  Cotgrave's  *  Farasse,  the  coursest  of 
Hempe,  Stoingle-foot  herds,  course  towe.' 

p.  25,  1.  3,  a  7ionne  henne  means  a  turn's  hen.  Mr  Lumby  knows  the 
phrase  "As  white  as  a  Nun's  hen,"  for  anything  excellent  and  free  from 
faults ;  the  fowl  being  as  spotless  as  its  mistress.  "  This  phrase  occurs  in 
Wilson's  Arte  of  RJietoriqne,  1562.  He  says  : — I  knewe  a  priest  that  was  as 
nice  as  a  Nonnes  Hemic.  When  he  would  saie  Masse,  he  would  neuer  sale 
Bominus  vobiscum,  but  Dominus  vohicum,'  Notes  ^  Queries,  3  S.  x.  169  ;  cf.  p. 
215."  W.  W.  Skeat.  It  is  also  in  Eay ;  see  Bohn's  Handbook  of  Proverbs, 
p.  186,  '  As  nice  as  a  nun's  hen.' 

Mr  Oswald  writes  to  Mr  Furnivall,  "  Are  you  aware  that  Alfred  de 
MussET  has  very  charmingly  treated  the  subject  of  your  WrigWs  Chaste 
Wife,  combining  it  with  that  of  Cymbeline,  in  his  Barberine?''' 

Mr  Fitzedward  Hall  sends  "  the  Tooti  Nameh,  or  Tales  of  a  Parrot,  in  the 
Persian  Language,  with  an*  English  Translation,"  London  reprint  1801 ;  in 
which,  at  pp.  43-8  is  a  story  like  that  of  The  Chaste  Wife.  A  soldier's  wife 
sends  her  husband  to  travel,  and  gives  him  a  fresh  nosegay  that  will  remain 
fresh  till  she  commits  a  bad  action.  A  nobleman,  whose  service  the  soldier 
enters,  sends  one  of  his  cooks  to  seduce  the  soldier's  wife.  She  stretches  a  bed 
over  a  dry  well,  and  drops  the  cook  in.  A  second  is  served  in  the  same  way. 
Then  the  nobleman  comes  with  the  soldier.  The  cooks,  who  have  lost  their 
beards  from  bad  living,  are  dressed  as  girls  to  serve  at  table,  are  questioned  by 
the  nobleman,  and  tell  him  their  story.  He  is  reproached  by  the  wife,  "  was 
abashed,  and  asked  forgiveness  for  his  offences." 

A  similar  Marathi  tale  is  current  in  Bombay,  Mr  Moreshwar  Atmaram 
says.  Professor  Goldstiicker  says  the  story  is  not  in  any  old  Sanskrit  work, 
so  far  as  he  knows,  and  though  it  may  have  an  Eastern  origin,  he  thinks  it 
more  probably  found  its  way  to  the  East  from  the  West,  and  was  dis- 
seminated in  a  later  Sanskrit  translation,  or  version,  of  foreign  stories  got 
from  missionaries  and  traders. 

14.  Kyng  Horn,  &c. 

Glossary,  p.  129,  col.  1,  crude,  move ;  op.  crowd-le,  to  crawl  as  a  crab. 
Jamieson. 

p.  130,  col.  1,  erndinge  may  be  erranding,  i.e.  journey.  "  Christ  give  thee 
good  journey,  and  bring  you  safe  home  again." 

Buening  ;  as  men  wrote  at  ]pe  tw/cev/hen  they  meant  at  ]pen  oke,  so  here  ]pin 
euening  is  written  for  \>i  neuening? 

p.  135,  col.  1.  NaUt  more  probably  means  *'he  abides  not,  endures 
not':  cf.  'I  can't  abide  it.'  Cf.  also  «^/^  =  abides,  endures,  Religious,  cj-c. 
Poems,  p.  240. 
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15.  Religious,  Political,  and  Love  Poems. 

Sir  P.  Madden  in  Syr  Gawai/ne,  p.  Ixv.,  notes  as  in  MS.  Rawlinson,  C.  SG, 
in  the  Bodleian  Library,  copies  of  these  three  Poems  :  Nos. 

9.  "  Tiiys  is  Goddis  owne  compleynte  ; "  a  Poem  in  eleven  stanzas  of 
twelve  lines  each,  fol.  07. 

10.  [^Qula  Amore  Langue6\.  A  Poem  by  Lydgate,  being  a  Lamentation 
of  the  Virgin  on  Christ's  Passion;  No.  201  of  llitson's  list  of  Lydgate's 
Works,  Bibl.  Poet.,  fol.  69  b.     Begins  '  In  a  tabernacle  of  a  towre.' 

13.  A  Poem  in  eleven  twelve-line  stanzas,  of  which  the  burden  is 
"  Films  Regis  mortuus  est''  fol.  74  b.  Begins  "  As  Jhcsu  rewlithe  mync 
recheles  mynde." 

P.  xvi.l  13,  hell.     The  Saturday  Review  of  Dec.  22,  1866,  p.  705,  col. 
J,  says  that  I  clearly  misconceive  this  ;  it  should  be  Ptcrgatorj/.   A  Romanist 
friend  long  ago  assured  me  that  the  Pope's  Mother  could  not  possibly  have 
been  admitted  into  Purgatory,  because  she  had  murdered  her  two  children 
and  died  impenitent  as  to  these  crimes.     Purgatory  being  only  for  the  peni- 
tent. Hell  was  the  place  that  Gregory's  Mother  must  have  gone  to.     Com- 
pare Hampole,  Pricke  of  Consiencc,  p.  72,  1.  2631. 
Bot  many  soules  \>at  er  save, 
Ar  \)?ii  com  to  blis,  payne  by-hoves  have 
In  purgatori,  and  duelle  f^ar-in 
Until  \>^Y  be  clensyd  of  al  syn 
];at  er  schrywen  and  noght  clensed  here. 
And  )?ar  be  fyned  als  gold  J^at  shynes  clere. 
The  descriptions  in  the  text,  1.  48-75,  p.  85,  and  the  lines 
Among  ol?ur  prayeres  ^ey  ben  good 
To  brynge  sowles  fro  Jielle  flode 
seemed  to  bear  out  my  friend's  assertion  ;  and  the  statement  in  the  Stacyons 
that  Masses  sung  in  Scala  Cceli  would  bring  souls  from  Hell,  through  Purga- 
tory, into  Paradise,  was  consistent  with  this.     The  question  turns,  I  believe, 
on  whether  strangling  one's  two  children  and  concealing  the  crime,  is  a  venial 
sin,  sending  the  Murderess  to  Purgatory,  or  a  mortal  one,  when  unrepented 
of,  sending  her  to  Hell.     To  a  Saturday  Reviewer  accustomed  to  a  weekly 
slaughter  of  innocents,  and  to  mistakes,  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  offence- 
seems  venial.     Having  been  a  father,  I  hold  the  crime  mortal,  and  believe  the- 
'  misconception  '  complained  of,  not  to  be  mine.  P.  J.  P. 

P.S.  The  very  Rev.  Daniel  Rock,  D.D.,  has  just  favoured  me  with  the 
following  note  on  the  point,  showing  that  Hell,  and  not  Purgatory,  must  have 
been  the  place :  "  A  woman  guilty  of  fornication  and  child-murder,  dying 
nnshriven,  unassoiled,  and  unsorrowing  for  such  deadly  sins,  is  lost  for  ever. 
No  prayers,  no  alms-deeds,  no  masses  will  have  any  effect  on  her  behalf,, 
having,  as  you  state  it,  left  this  world  without  any  sorrow,  even  at  the  last 
moment,  for  such  tremendous  crimes  that  cry  to  heaven  for  vengeance. 

"St  Gregory's  Trental  and  the  Indulgence  of  ^ Scala  Cceli'  have  been 
most  egregiously  misrepresented,  under  several  points  of  view.  The  reported 
vision  of  St  Gregory's  mother  in  hell  is  a  mere  fable.  The  mother  of  that 
great  Pope  w^as  Sylvia,  a  holy  woman  in  life  and  in  death,  which  happened  to. 
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lier  in  a  house  of  religion  which  she  had  founded.  The  Trental  of  St 
Gregory  came  into  use  from  the  saint  being  inspired  with  the  knowledge  that  a 
monk,  for  a  sin,  not  a  deadly  one,  but  only  venial,  was  suffering  the  smarts  of 
Purgatory.  He  bade  one  of  the  monks  of  the  monastery  say  mass  every  day 
for  a  month,  on  the  last  day  of  which  the  suffering  dead  monk  appeared  to 
the  living  one  who  had  said  the  30  masses  for  his  soul,  and  told  him  he  was, 
by  the  mercy  of  God  won  for  him  by  the  holy  sacrifice,  freed  from  pain.  Mind, 
from  the  pain  of  Purgatory— a  place  of  temporary  cleansing  pain — not  from 
the  pains  of  hell,  out  of  which  when  once  therein  there  is  no  coming.^ 

"  Our  Henry  YII.  got  for  his  chapel  in  Westminster  Abbey,  the  indulg- 
ence of  '  Scala  Coeli,'  all  the  conditions  of  which  are  enumerated  in  the  bull 
printed  in  Dugdale's  Monasticon,  new  edition,  t.  i.,  p.  320,  whereby  you  will 
see  that  whether  applicable  to  the  living  or  the  dead,  it  must  be  only  to  those 
'  vere  penitentibus,  et  confessls  : '  a  condition  attached  to  all  indulgences." 

Glossary.  Mr  Skeat  sends  what  follows  :  "6*7^(^5^  probably  means  cJiasten, 
compel.  See  Wright's  I'iers  Plowvmn,  p.  72,  vol.  1,  where  MS.  Vernon  reads 
Be  chastet  with  yerdes,  and  MS.  Trin.  Coll.,  Cambridge,  reads  Be  chastised 
with  yerdes. 

Coignage  is  perhaps  '  acquaintance  ' :  cogneu  knowne.     Cotgrave. 

Coclwitre  :  for  1.  26  read  76.  Does  the  word  mean  *  one  who  lies  in  bed  ? ' 
Coucheur,  a  bed-fellow.     Cotgrave. 

Cmste  in  text,  p.  86, 1.  99,  is  no  doubt  for  (7ra/?^. 

Dtenli/,  probably  dignely,  worthily. 

Elenge,  is  '  strange.'  That's  the  regular  meaning  of  it.  Used  in  Kent. 
[Near  Ramsgate  a  peasant  told  me  elenge  was  used  for  lonely.  J.  R.  Lumby.] 

Lotleschipe.  Surely  it  is  the  name  of  some  good  quality ^  X^'^  fairness  and 
sweetness  in  the  context.  Why  not  'purity  ?'  Cf.  A.S.  hlutomes,  purity.  The 
A.S.  verb  a-hlytran,  to  purify,  would  easily  yield  a  sb.  hlutor-scipe,  of  which 
lotelshipe  would  easily  be  a  corruption.  Or,  again,  try  lewte-ship^  =  loyalness, 
if  there  be  such  a  word,  but  that  would  be  a  hybrid,  and  so  less  likely. 

Lasstm,  is  *  lessen.' 

with  wind  we  hlowen^  (blow  out,  increase — ) 
with  wind  we  lassun. 
The  whole  poem  runs  in  contrasts.— 

Myjine,  occurs  also  at  p.  104,  1.  50. 

Sarpeler,  cf.  Cotgrave's  '  Serpillere,  A  Sarpler,  or  Sarp-cloth  ;  a  piece  of 
course  Canuas  to  packe  vp  things  in.' 

Sity,  p.  31,1.  4,  may  be  Chaucer's  '  schiten  schepperd.'  Prol.  Cant.  Tales, 
1.  506,  ed,  Wright. 

Trokys,  thirst  ?  Cf.  A.S.  tnican,  to  faint.  German  trochene,  dryness  ? 
Dutch  droog,  dry. 

Wanne  is  when  ;  &  Were  is  where. 

Wese  is  perhaps  '  ooze  out ; '   A.S.  wos,  ooze,  juice. 

r/«6?= known,  is  certainly  right." 

>  That  the  Middle  Age  belief  of  sonie  percons  was  uifteiTnt,  see  tht^  StacyonSy  as 
above,  and  this  Trental. 
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10.  Booiv  OF  QuiNTE  Essence. 

Glossary.  Hierapigra  Galieni.  Compare  lieliquice  Antiqnce,  v.  1,  p.  195. 

Bot  fryst  the  body  most  purget  ben 

V^^i\ijorej)j/r/ra  Ualjen^ 

Other  wyth  summe  good  purgacion 

That  is  of  hot  complexion 

18.  Halt  Meidenhad. 

p.  2.  Before  How,  /.  ^i  from  foot  ^  insert  this  translation.     "What  ease  ! 
The  authority  that  these  ladies  have !  " 


20.  Hampole's  Short  Treatises. 

A  revised  text  of  the  Officium  et  Legenda  de  vita  of  Kichard  KoUe  do 
Ilampole  printed  in  the  Preface,  will  shortly  be  issued,  and  the  former  one 
should  then  be  cancelled. 

P.  2, 1.  8,  for  m^/'ghly  ere  read  m«?rghlyere 

P,  7,  1.  2  ;  P.  31,  1.  35, /or  autre,  antir,  read  autre,  autir. 

P.  7, 1.  6,  for  '  quodi '  read  '  ojiod.' 

P.  11,  1.  3,  Strike  out  [noghte]  aud  for  laude  read  lande — 

P.  15,  1.  '62,  for  descrynede  r^^^/ descryuede — and  in  Gloss. 

P.  34,  In  Latin  Text  for  pr^grauamwr,  p;rgr«uari  read  p<?/*egr/namur,  p^re- 
g/'mari ;  for  idicirco  read  idico. 

P.  35, 1. 19,  and  in  Glossary, /or  vnkouaude  read  vukonande. 

P.  36,  1.  31,  aud  in  Gloss., /?r  t^j/cle  read  tr/acle — 

P.  34,  1.  9, /or  guet  read  gret. 

P.  36,  1.  6  from  bottom,  dele  comma  after  'aweno ' 

Glossary. 

jPor  Rewe  read  reue  (vide  Text).     Under 

Byhouys  :  for  adv.  &c.  read  impers.  verb,  behoves— nedys  byhouys,  neces- 
sarily behoves. 

Myssawe  :  read  quasi  mys-sawe,  ill  speech,  contumelious  language. 

jPor  Nennenyd  read  neuenyd 

Okyre  :  add.  Old  Norse  oJcr,  from  auka,  to  increase.     H.  Coleridge. 

Ouer-heghede  :  read  '  lifted  too  high '. 

Quemfull,  after  'hearty,'  read  'pleasant.'     A.S.  cweman,  to  please. 

Eufyngs,  before  '  talkirigs,'  read  '  noisy,  boisterous,'  dele  sayings. 

Ruysand: /or  raising  read  praising.  Mr  E.  Morris  suggests  that  the 
MS.  /  is  miswritten  for  /  and  that  the  word  is  rusyngs.  See  Gloss,  to 
Hampole's  Pricke  of  Consc.  "  Rosyng  sb.  7070.  Sc.  rusyng,  boasting,  from 
ros,  to  praise,  boast.  Sc.  ruse,  Swed.  rosa,  to  praise,  Icel.  lirosa,  Dan.  roseP 

Wyssyng. /or  '  knowing '  read  '  making  to  know ' 

25.  Stacions  of  Rome.  There  is  another  copy  of  this  in  the  xidditioual 
MS.  22,283,  the  British  Museum  incomplete  duplicate  of  the  Vernon  MS. 
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